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of -Dr. wiartin Luther King Jr. be-
gins to resenble a well-planned,
coldly-exccuded plot which had fts
inception months  ago. What s
tmore, the way In which it was
carried out Jends credibility to the
theory that if was a conspiracy,
This Is wrilten with some reser-
vatlons. The cobspiracy theory doces
not usually attract us about an
cévent of this nature. We are no-
tably utitnoved by the critics of the

sasstnation, who scem to believe
that not only wns ‘mote than one
man frivolved, but that the conspire

\StlA'“ . . {
Lo L ] . L}

BUT AS the pleces of the puze
zle of Dr. King's murder fall into
place—and as others refuse to da

- so—cvidence beging to  weigh
heavlly in favor of a cohspitacy

seems evident that this was rot ah
Impetuaus act by a baldly derang-
ed man, but the result of a long-
range plan, . .

There Is, for Instance, the iden-
tity of “Fric Starvo Gait.” He
docsn’t existy, apparently, and yet
he begon to exist as a . person
around the middle of last yeat.
IHe established an identity, then

carefuily used it in building a
trail which has 1éd investigators
nowhere.

the rifle sv openly dropped near
the flop housy fron which the
death blow was sttuck. To our
khowlede, no officlal has yet sald
it was the weapon- which fired the
fatal shot. .

Warren Report on-the Kennedy. as-

“acy -they envision.included every-
onc from Communisis to t}u"

_abroad and further

theary, At the very ledst, It now-

s =Thete wanr_also the _matter of .

Theh “thetd wak the flclitious
chase of a whlle Mumang by

[ ]
; ' H » CrI s
: The Swell Of Couspiroey
r Mare and more the assassinallon Memphis police car *160." There s

a car- 160, but it did not chuse &
Mustang the night of Dr. King's
death. The radio reports which
seemed o be-coming from that car:
were, again appasently, another
plant to draw police off the res
scent.

. L ] 4 -

" THE LINE must be drawh In’
this kind of speculation, but it is:
obvious to us that only extremists .
of the far right or Ieft el { antteta;
pate Immediate behelii .- e,
ing Dr. King. The Icfl, by which
we mean agents of China, Cubd ory’
possibly, Moscow, were bound to*
know that Dr. King's death would

be the sighal for rioting and pocket: -

insurrections in every major Amer-
ican city. They could reason, with

food basis, that the dislurbances; -

would badly weaken our soclety's:
fabric, making us even less capable’
of dealing with our obligations .
polarizing thé:

races At honte,

. The {ar right could also benefit, ~/
again asduming angry reaction in .~

the Negro communily, What thel
far right would hope to paln would
be a kind of seml-milliary takeovee,
of this pation in the name 6f law.
antl otder — ivhich agaln Is not so’

~far-fetched a posstbifity that it can,

be aulomutivally discounted even: .
now. ) !
Having said this, {t is nécessary
to restate the yualification that the,
firct assunmiption — of a lone killer-
acting out his oivn psychosty «« rde -
faains Ahe -most- probanhte, With'
cvery day whichi passes withuut an
arfest, However, this assumptlon {s
drastically weakened, We are left
with “Eric Sttave Call A fan
who plotled long and hard and
who is still at large. It sinells of
sreganlzation and conspiracy, and
the shell gtows stronger, \
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Movements of King's Killer
Traced Step by Step, But...

By JEREMIAN OLEARY
RNar Safl Winer -

“The man who killad King is cither
the world's “luckiest amateur or part of
a fantastically clever conspiracy,” sawd
Qe weary investigator vesterday as the
riassive hunt far the slayer of Dr. Mar
tin Luther King Jr. continued.’

‘Fieven days after the civil rights
leader was slain by a sniper in'Mem-

fus, Tenn., the Federal Burcau of

avestigation finds itself in the dilemma
of passessing alot-of physical evidence
bul ncthing that points to the {rue iden-
ity or whereabouts of the assassin,

Fram information pubdlicly disclaced
sed from non-FRI sources, this much
ca0 be reported about the cvidence in
dand. the man being sought and how he
prepared for and committed the erime:
8 The FBI has three names for the
fugitive and all of them are considered
o bde pseudonyms,
® They have latent fingerprints taken
fram the Remingion Gamemaster $0.06
Fury rifle believed to have heen the
Ascasunation weapon, and from the tel-
exvpie sight attached to the Kun,
® They have a 1966 white Mustang b
Leved used as the getaway car,
® They have half a dozen or nore poeos
P\!e Who saw the suspected slayer bath
Selore and after the fatal shooting at
ol pam, April 4,
¢ But they do not now know whe ke
Funman really is, where he is, whether
be was working aloge or as part of a
Quaspiracy,

About the Car, ,

Authoritics hsve picced together this
much infermation sbout the car they
faxe owected with the case: - :

On August 30, 1967 William D, Puisley
of Birmungham, Ala., sold & 196 white
Mastang to & man who gave his name
a< Eric Starvo ¢alt. On Sept. 6, 1967,
“Galt” applied for a Rirmingham driv-
ery Neease under that pame and Ne,
DRWT was mailed to hiny. On March 1,
A Galt requesied a duplicate and one
was matled to him st a Birmingham
Tvoning house.

Gak had listed his occupition as un-
emploved merchan: seaman and jave &
reaming house address, /08 Highland
Ave. Rirmingham. It is a place for
transients and Galt did not live there
B¢ than six -months. He appareatly
wius {ust 2 resident in November,

The car and thé nume Galt became
nifcant when Mrs, Ernest Pavne, of
Adsnix. Ga., looked out her window
Niween T and 9 am. Friday, April 3,
420 Saw 2 man drive the Mustang into a
parking ot at Capital Homes, a low-rent
dousing project paar the State Capit
Tte car fit the deseripting of one of (wo
vhite Mustangs which had been parked
in the &U block of South Main Street,
Memphis, around the corner from the
Rucied where King was killed.

Mexico Tourist Stickers

The car evidenily was abandoned at
e Atiants spot. I was not untl Aprii
12183t 0 was browght to the attention of
e FRI It bore the red-and-white Ala-
buma beeae Noo 1aowy traceable to
¢ man who pave his name as Galt.

There was mod and cigaret stubs on

the faw and two
Srckers on the windows, The FBI can
U=k the car with the events in Memphis
bt reluses to ssy how,

The tarie Galt - is now telicved Lo be
3n alias. Anexhaustive check of almost
every cvavvivable form of record in the
Usted Rates has led to a dead cnd. No
tric Ranvo Galt is listed by police
depariments, unious, eredit or banking
institutas of on other reconds,

But, axvrding to Mrs. Payne's de
sripdioa, “Gake resembles the man

being s for the slaying of King:
dark-hatd. dack. neat elot S, point-

ol nase. The Alsbama license records

* far GaX are considered not inconsistent,

The apedvation described him as § feet
I, 133 pounds, with blye eyes and
doown hair,

Bath ™ desceriptions  are considered
o o those given by porsons who
Saw the suspeet flecing from the Mem.
Phis flgdease from which the fatal
sh was fired. The general deserip-
tan ghwea by Memphis witnesses s
SRt § e 5 foet 11, 26 to 32 years of
g, newt dwrk clothing,

About The Gun . . ,

The Retuington rifle believed to have
been the musder weapen was traced by
ts serial mumber {0 a Birmingham,
Ala sparting goads store, The weapon
was acquind from the shop on March
3 by & man who could have been
cither the suspect or an accomplice.

Tt nian @i the Remington by trad-
Ing ancther gun for it. The FRI has
not discloxnd bis identity, but it can
find o trsve of anyone with a name
like thar given to the- Birmingham
shopt The avquisition has, however,
gven the F3I another consistent des.
criptian and another handwriting spe-
cumen,

The next event linking King's death to
the mystery man occurred April 4, a
few hours aler King's will-publicized
areival st the Lorraine Motel for a
PanURg session in connection with a
march of riXing sanitation workers.
Ning ehevind into 3 second-fleor baleo-
Y mam. Na 308, at the Lorraine in
the maraing.

AL 3:15 pm. that same day, a man
wto gave Ns name as John Willard
chocked. inte 2 nameless flophouse in
Merphis® 40 black of South Main. Bes-
sie Brewr, the proprietor, took him
upstairs. howed him a $ifa-woek room
o ene e of the building. She said he
turoed down Ne. 8. which has a kit-
eherette, remarking: [ only want a
siveping oot

Reem No. § Chosen

Then she showed him Rooms 4,5 and
8 on the aiher side {acing the Lorraine
Motei. The man known as Willard took
Koo 3 and pad (ne weekly $8.50 rent
i advance wazh a SV bill, Ars. Brewer

Tesalls that be had a sharp nose. dark
hair. a s smile and st appeur-

anve—unusui! for her rundown estab-
ot

o far st wvestizarors have becn
abie to determuine, “John Willard" is
anther falxe name.

“Wilard” 2ad po huggage and was

Mexican tourist

carrying nothing when he rented the
reom. The presumption is that during
the -next hours he went onlside and [td
“some things from the Mastang parked
on  Main Streel., Six  blocks away,
saurees repart, he bought & pair of
binoculars from » place called York's
Arms, -

In the hall hour before King was shot,
“Willard” got up from his bed and
locked Fimself in a cemmunal bathroom
Which has a window facing the balcony
of the Lorraine, Willie Anchutz, who
lived in the flophouse, tried to get in
but his knock was not answered.

According to Memphis Police Diree-
tor Frank C. Hollomon, a former FBI
ageat, the distance from the bathroom
window to King's balceny s 205 feet 3
inches. The angle of fire toward King
was 30 degrees lo the right and slightly
dovn, an casy shot with a telescopic
ritle,

King emerged three times just before
6 p.m. The third time, he mentioned (o
the Rev. Sumuel Kyles that he was tired
of restaueants and wanted some “soul
foed.” Ryles invited him home to dinner
and King said he woufd! like that, King
lezamed on the balcony rail, tatking to fus
diiver, Solomon Jones, ua the ground
helow, Janes told King 1t was cold and
suggested he wear # top coat.

"King replied, “Okay, I will.,' .

Thoese were his last words. Stag infg
I the bathtub of Bessie Hrewm:‘s' ﬂop-
Iuse, the killer took aim across a’junx-
pile on a vacant lot, over a row }af
scrubby  trees on an embanknic,y
syuinted  through. the telescopic st yye
and fired. ¥

Soft-Nosed Ratlet Used

King was struck n tne lower Fight
jaw by a soft-nosed hullet Ahich
coursed through his neck, hit b spine
und came to rest in his shodlder. Jle
fell to the balcony deck, unconscious
and hleeding profusely, and was dead
on arrival at the hospital,

Willie Anchutz heard the shot and

lonked out his door. e saw a man rush

ast him in the hall carrying a blue
E.’mdlmr_ and a long object, wrapped in a
sheet, Anchwz did not get a good look
al the man presumed Lo be the gunman
but remarked. “That sounded like a
shot.” The man replied, “'Yes,. It was."”

The fugitive ran out the apposite en-
trance of the flophouse, ducked into the
doorway of the Canipe Amusement Co.
al 434 South Main. and dropped the rifle
and the bag there. The proprietor, Guy
Canipe, saw him abandon (he gun and
-bag, but did not £o outside, Other wit-
nesses said the suspect climbed calmly
into the white Mustang a few feet ba
yord and drove away,

It is an easy 8- to t0-hour drive {rom
Memphis to Atlanta, a time element
which fits with Mrs. Payne's ghserva-
tion of the man parking the Mustang
ouned by Galt in the Atlanta housing
project.

Within a few hours, the f{atal buflet
Was extracted from King's body and
scnt to the FBI crime laboratory here,
along with the rifle and the bag with all
Hts contents. The FBI has refused to sy
what wwss found in the bag ar what its
tubaratory examinatisns showed,
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ATLANTA, Aprit 1308780
s dnsdeestions mounted toaday
that the must wanied map
in the Naltion, Hrie Siarve

Galt, never actually exosted

but was carcfully contrned
months before the Rev, De
Martin Lulher King Jr, was
assassinated.

Authorities prersed their
gcarch—without a warrant
—~—far the man. But they ine
dicated they feared CGalt
may be a blind sct up to
hamper the scareh for the
ksler, or killers, of Dr. King,

It was learned that inves.
tigators have been unable 1o
trace his existence beyond
last summer.

The man wha called him-.
self Galt purchased a car in
Birmlagham, Ala., on Aud.
30. He applied for an Ala-
Lama driver’s license a week
later, at which time he gave
his accupation as an unem-
ployed merchant marine sca-
man. But noac of the mer.
chant seamen’s unions have
W
4

r .wm wins a ¥Wyste ry

f ooy

b 1963

e Stalls s ‘au'ch

never hnew of him drink. .

any reenrd of hum, and il s
w work on a
without

rnpossttie
ship, afficials say,
unien card.

Galt's trail grows culd In
Atlanta, where his car — 3
white Mustang  similar to
one believed to have heen
used by the sniper {n flecing
Memphis—was found shan.
doned April & the morning
aftce Dr. King was slain,

In  Birminghem, mcan-
while, reomiing house man
axer Peter Nicholas Cherpes
said he bad identihied for
Fi! agents a sketch of a
man kacwn to him as Gatt.
Cherpex, 72, told the Bir-
mingham News in a copy-
righted Interview that the
aketeh “looked cx-cuy like®
Gall.

“flc was above the aver-
age roomer in dress, talk
andd  appearance,” Cherpes
safd. “He always. wore
sporty clothes and a tie. He
was always pleasant and [

.

VR Y CEY LY

g™

Cherpes tud Galt "dida’t
ravy much abeut his family
wffaivs, only that he was dr
voreed. He only  talked
ahout the wvather, never
about polittcs or racial trouw-
bles.

*He said Galt stayed at his
roaming house at 2608 High-
land ave. from Aug. 26 to
{t. 7 last year,

e aaid that duing Scp-

fember, Galt recvived a pres

pald package in the mail
from Chicage, He said it
weighed 29 o 23 pounds,
was ahout two {eet long and
ane foot wide. The next day,
Cherpes safd. Galt told him
ft wax the wrong merchan-
dise and he planned to send
it back.

(The 30068 Remington
huntng rifie, found near
the murder scene and be-
lieved to ‘be the death

Sce SEARCH, A6, Col. 7 °
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weapon was wold in Birming-
ham, accunding to the manu-
facivrer’s serial number ree-
ords.)

In October, Cherpes sald,
Galt told him he was leav-
ing for Moblle, Ala., to scek
a job. Gialt sald he cxpected
a letter from Chicagy and
asked Cherpes to hold it for
him. )

in  Febraary of March,
Cherpes  sald, the letter
came {rom Chicago. e sald
the cavelope was thin and
soeen, with a Chicago post
mark. - }

“I was puzzled for a while
where 9 mad t.” Cherpes
said. “I didn't have an ad-
dress (for Gall), So 1 held
the lctter for a week, and
teturned "

Cherpes sald it appeared
to him the letter contained
a check.

When he recefved the lot.
ter, Cherpes said, he went to
his file to Jook for Galt's
registration card and found
it. But when FBl agents
came to him last week,
Cherpes sald it was mlssing.

Cherpes  earlier  denled
knowing Galt. He sald this
was beeause the FBI has
asked hWim nst to say any-
thing about the man. But he
sald the FBI had no author-

“house was bolted and he re-
fused to admlit anyone this
afternoon,

He sald Galt was a nalty
dresser who alwayvs paid ads
$27 a week roam and Loard
in cash. on time.

“When he was here, on
the third or fourth day, he
asked me it 1 would drive

{ty tu stop him. His_rooning.

Veiled Identity

his car downtown for him to |

take a  driver's  tesy”
Cherpes sald.

“He was & new man (o Al-
abama and to Birmlngham
and alse & customer,”
Therpes contlnued, “and [

“wanted to help him on nat -

basis. I he had ssked for ;
recommendation, 1 -

would  have
- more closely.™

Cherpes sald that

{ovestigated

wnen -
Galt arrived at the roomng <.
house, he told him his last ~°

job was lu the shipyards a:

Pascagoula, Miss. However,
Ingalls Shipbuilding Co. at
Pascagoula sald it had never
hired a man by that name.

Galt told Cherpes he was
taking a “long vacation™ and
expected to  stay at
roaming hause three ot four
months, But he only stayed
six weeks, Cherpes sald,

The only officlal mention

of Galt {n connection with =

the King investlgation was
in an FRI “locate and no-
tey”  bulletin (ssued, and
then withdrawn, in Florida,
It safd he was 37, S-(oot-1l,
175 pounds, blue eves and
brown hair. It xald his name
was Eric Starvo Gatt. It has
been  secculated, however,

that this {s a misspelilny,

and that the name s proba-
bly Stavro.
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Anvrinied Prew
Artist’s sketch of sus
pected slayer. At left is
the Birmingham room.
ing house that iy the last
known address of Erie
S. Galt whom police
linked to a wivte Mus-
tang in  Atlmta, At
right is where the car
was found.
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