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French teacher, f~‘~was'-Y‘- %f0‘\1l1!-1' Tuesday 

, had been aguest of'Mrs;“Tilton,~as was * 

his 33-year-old daughter, who foundtthe 
body after;returning':;~,iI1°m---3 §h°RP}§§_ » 

,t;ip.- ‘> 

,-. De . Mohrenschildtwapparently < com-1;; 
* mitted suicide, usingja =shotgun_, afte_r_;_

I -learning that Gaeton Fonzi, an inverti-,__ 
t gator for .. the ~ House" Assassinationsi- 
lbefore the ‘panel aboutdiis connections‘-‘ 

- c 
-that>deIMohrenschi1dt had -served as a 

._KennedyYs deat_i1f.€?;'=ii; ' 

;~ De Mohrensc_hildt,'-who held-Y: degrees m’ .' 
.4

, geology and engineering, had ideniedt in lengthy ' testimony _-be£ore;_§1he;{WVarren 
-Commissionithat he had1ever;f;been*an “Committee, was seeking him to testify" -agent of -any g0vernment.:‘He'..-had said 
that his. wide (travels -on several ‘conti- 

‘ with “ -0swald,;;w_ho-1was ,Kennedy’s .sole_ nents fiweregstrictly ' related [tog-# private _~ -- '- - -V -.-_-. _- ~. 1 -;i- .,-s.. ... --,w --t-so.‘ <v- 4-=-...\.~a,-.--~ -1..-..-.u_~_'.. i_~ fit.-Mr. _-, . ,, 

ms: 1903 nwaovtn ma R'§1. Rm 
cm assieazaii a@.in: 

ms. ~

) 

IA -agent inl-Haiti in 1963,-rthegyeara-of 

" 
international * commerce, “ petroleum" 
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erifily 'Eomm"itte_d_ SUl§ld8_\Vh8Ii,;l‘l'6“ learned thathi_s%ftestimony;fwas ,wantedj,r_ :§:_g1;i_?aé.;M%‘;1réaSchnd.£ 1hauhas__,_nev ,6;9_nc§t111g1glh_:es1de111;KQIl11§dYa$.E!-S535$11l&il9I1T+W&SsQIlnQ€.Bt.§-LA~.nQD§§1T§-ti-¥.§.i; 
;,,ade_ fand ¢1qi1g1¢<;é;§p;.1ge§;g:sgJ1;i;égg§s;9f,-Lee;~Hawey,_0§Wa1d.»~s<>\1Y£%¢$'.’$a1<1.1eS*:; The,‘Pahl€Béa<§go}:igtfshefifi%_‘_%fI;' pt d ‘ 

, _£ice;,w_ithhe i;8n" for . $11.2. ej ' ‘;=»§fT1?g{ Jb(':;§:E¢??6l§€%n%;fi,§‘GeorgeTde} 
,, <3-,11Ir<*_r1sc1.1i1d.¢,.’§,;l#<iea,th..i-giI>e_=1dingigesnlts, ~ M0hrenschi1dt;Ru5S1an_b° 

;. :..3A’\_, »;.,;\fg; f_1,3:Q-3l.lt0PSy.-- , But 1L1.-{R-l.C1131‘q._.; $118815 
_ 

_ 
soiirce 'who_;,had ")l1V€§‘h'g8t__8_€--1h€__; afternoof in‘ a studyjat the'waterfront_; .assass1nat1on;'=€o£.¢-vKennedy» ,';ior,three mansion of\;Mrs;_Charles Tilton 3d. Heffs L-years >told.‘UnitedY ’Press»;.l‘n‘te‘rnational 

‘I4 

said:-there was?'?‘no_ reason 140,-sirsipect 
anything other than S_L'ii<;ide;§5§?3'ZTE-"fz‘;’,,§"‘-. ii, 

$55-a;InT}:.:Washington;1;j’YRep2???R.ichardson 
.i_Preye'r" (D-N.C.), a _ committee imember 
§*whofwas__headed the Kennedy fassassimf,--' 
‘t.ion;-;in€1u.i1:v.:"said ~1=§$¢fi1aY<Ifhat-Ede‘ 
@'Monrenschi_1dti-jA,f;professoi',pt. French ‘ at 
-Bishop ;Co1lege in£Da]1as,?W3§ 

_ 

consider; 
ed_':'ffa-,¢crucial . witness?’ 

_ in§,._th_e_'_commit_- 
ftee's “investigation, PreyerT=71old;.;eport} 
-,"fers'..that the committee -_would=ma'ke an _ 

5-etfortrto subpena-any _papers,-_in de Moh- 
;_;rénschi1dtfs_;Beach- mansion fi-ygherej he 

1f*%’;’;Z*'§.-.#.=‘?@5T;‘:-Te<ii~-= 2 +1 B'ut 
-1 
"a 3-_few,'{ -hours, Y-ater;r"Preyer’s » 

-vstatement, ‘;Rep.. Eldon ; ‘Ru dd:IR-‘1_\riz. ) , ,~in;a-Houseflspeech, attacked de‘ M0hren.- ' 

:sQii_l_§l_tl§___g'ed_ibi_1ity, is noting; that~:_- the__ *‘Russ1an -emigre hadispent-A-almost two 
_1n0nth$ in the psychiatric wing of "Park- 
,la_nd Memorial Hospital'in';Da1las last 
*w1nter,Iand had v talked "about --his in- yolvement with Oswald, to:--11 ‘Dutch re- 
port_er,_af_ter leaving the hospital " 

i

_ 

lfreyer,‘ a formergfyudge, said that he ‘ 

wasfaware of de Mohrenschildts ’.history of mental illness, but‘ that nevertheless the __professor_,-,had_ n'1ade=_some direct ' 

nation. The committee learnedjof--den 
Mohrenschildtsi snpposedlygmewi *infor- ' 

_matzon' *after "a story» appe'ai'ed<.i'ecently J "1 ‘h§~.PiP“§§ Morning ":--1;; 

_ In-§"964,‘-figlihe-'-"Warren?-,-1_ mmissiony 
lnvest1_gated_;de Mohrenschildt, a *1~sup-‘ 7" posed-‘ descendant‘ -of,‘ Russian »-nobility, _» because he had__ known :Y_,Oswald_ ,=in'?‘ 
Dallas._ But ‘the. commission »co_ncluded1‘i. 
that-'de_Mohrenschildt had._known noth- ing 8bout.t_he No v. 2,‘ 29163,»1ay fling of 
K¢1111<#dsr.=i~¢_~_*>, if . 

However, Be’ Mohrensc'h_i_ld_;‘.1hld the‘j\_ Butch reporter rece_nt1y"_that'_;1ie' might ' 

have, been “respons1ble';;_~.;ioz~i Oswald's -_ behaviorbefore the assassination. De“ Jviohrenschildt saidthat hediad had ad-*1 
‘Vance-k11°W§6_5ge -Of v-fllrmurder -but ' 

-gave no specifics. " " 
1', 

J The Warren Commission said thati de_Mohrenschildt had left the Soviet 1 1.;~Umon in 19, later receiving a -degree. from the University of Teaasin petrole-
_ um g°Q1°gY-£5 :11] ii-;,,q,.L , ._ 

Do 7515' 

contact with‘ Oswald beiorethe assassi-- '
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P~1T!.f€$$0F3‘sB5§%Wh0»;K111¢5H11fl1‘1S¢lfiE 
§§*?sMay*HaVetB¢en Oswald €onf1.dan 

an- 

_¥§i1§§ie!1-'J2§¥i2;;Pf£>.f¢§s6rs;;,§',h§i§2?E‘!mmi#E°9- 
?~si1icidé';'appare‘nflylfyvherr_.‘- >eJf,lea1'ned}that;. 
a"House"iin\§estigating_‘_conimittee.;Wanted~ 
his 

‘ 

testiriiiiniif ¢>9i1jEl=rn1ns ,.1’,r?=..§i<1=i1* Kenn-it 
."-?dY1$}é§$aS1§i'fi5i3°5§ -I¥*51Y§°1i§f°T~?‘??v“é7)%é€5§‘§ 

Agency, gandl '8 1 confidant or ‘Lee '1-Iarveyf 
Oswald, sources ;. 

wi_th>‘?the 
_ 

case" 
said wdayéézf -‘ 

ll 

’ 

~. ‘The body -of George "deflvIohrenschildt‘,= 
65_ _years¢o1d,'-was_found_,yesterday in a_. 

S€CODdj,flOOX_ studyi-'—_ of._7.__€a 3 Palm» I. Beach 
waterfront é mansion * by;~.hi_s:<; daughter, . 

Alexandr_a,~ Q3, -who hadi just, _returnedi 
from ashoppmg trip.§‘=' ~"§<.~'- ?_:q%3T

' 

that an investigator forthe -1-iouse assas? 
sinationsecommittee was ‘seeking him to; 
testify ;-before,-/the, committee,~about~~ his 
connections with Mr. Oswald,.Mr'; Kenne-t 
.dy's assassinI.§~,,..~.-~:»<i~. E-.-_‘-"1' - I ~:'»2¢;.;_;;i 1_ 

1
t 

l 
‘_The,timing of'Mr. de Mohrenschmidt’s 

‘idea-th'irnmediately became a factor in the 
I-lou_s8_‘.c0mmittee’s request to extend its 
investigations of_ political assassinations. 
Representative Richardson Preyer, Demo; 
crat of I)lor_thjCarolina,.tsaid the commit-‘ 
tee Thad (linked Mr. _de Mohrenschildt to" 
"new evidence" that indicated ~ ‘fdell Moh-

V 

renschildt may have been closer to Lee 
Harvey Oswald than -appeared on the ‘sur- 
f3,Ce;'»' 

g 
_,,~_-',x.'—,- ~ ~e-. 17:: 5-1~x~* ;;_. :;j':z~,a_-'.;~»=.-_f_."_:": 

3- - 

_ ' 

Called C.I.A- Agentfsitigif 
A source who investigated the Kennedy 

assassination for three years asserted 
‘that Mr,»de Mohrenschildt,1who1held de-'5 

'grees,in international commerce," petrole-}_. um geology and engineering, was serving- 
as a C.I.A. agent in Haiti in 1963, the. 
;year‘{.that (Mr; Kennedyi;wa_s“ killed; in‘ 
fDallas.¥ f 

t 
~ -,;;.P ~ -E" egj 

“ Mr. de Mohrenschildt denied in pub-'; 
lished testimony before the Federal com- 
mission that investigated the Kennedy 

' His death came shortly afterhelearned] 

Convinced or suieiaeisg
_ 

‘~rMr.‘ de Mohrenschildt,= K0 “was,” a 

* ;~" ’ 

’*;"PKi‘~M§H1§,¢1.~n*‘F!£- i.§Efsi?¢€7.s’T=3’§:31“i‘¢¥>i‘isT’~*vere Tsoies ‘ “ " '-business:connected.;.}i;Iowev¢l‘¥"the"‘4iomg;, 
1iiissidn'I§§1ieadeQ*';;b$?Qgbhiefjglustioei i 

also,j?o01t~_>of_f>_the-re¢_0ijd_, testfino-, 
my tfroml '1ii1‘n*’ 

' 

"t‘tlias;never”been‘jnade\ 

j*,_;v:r_ as fl1l‘{lohre_ns‘chil_X 1; talked iéafimonuq 
[[a'i1";;o‘p'é1fativ_e_v_f_or'_tl1iélCentraljintelligencfl" m, 1331135 '3 ,,LDut¢h . joumalist, wi1.; 

helm -Oltmans, T_who_ _told the House Assas’-; 
sination ~comnii_tte_e __in _advan_ce ,-that 
‘Oswald was going 16 d<>-::- L 2; 
*= 

- 
1 According to“ the’ '-Warrer'i' Cdiiimissio f~ 

report, 1 published 1in“‘-,October» 1964;‘ 
qde Mohrenschildts.iari'dr-‘his; wife: 'met1'; os- 
wvaldls-and .,his ‘<vgife:;l_l_/larinrai .in.~._dallas_£fin; 

.=~"§3;_s»r»:~=¥;.’;r":rt;;/ - 

Ii: Mril_~Preyere.said "M_g'-:de Mohrénscfiildt 
- 9-‘was‘;a+"crucial witness-‘ for -Ins, based l on" 
the inew. 'inf0HIl%1fiOlIf3;.?h6 '5had,¢;‘? fl? wasi 
Jintimeatelyl ; involve'(l:;.wvith~ __0§wal1 ,'f r -he 
added;~:;:v.;v. 'r:,‘"_':.-*.:‘2'::1'»"l:i!!-T:::'_*_-:1fi..*:‘?.f.’.$_" '12:‘ - " 

.

' 

The. Palm“ Beach County Tsheriff’s ~office 
withheld an official ruling on Mr.'de Moh- 
renschildt's death until results I of ; an, 
autopsy and further- investigation-">-wre 
made public.i But Liéut. Richard" Sheets 
said there was “no reason t0_;suspéct any- 
thing other than.suicide.I»’ , 

_ 

i .4 ~.+<~.1’t';'._ 

French-language teacher 
' 3'-Bishop Col- 

lege in Dallas at,,the.,,tim ,0f..;his,-death, 
arrived >_from___Brussels,_a_ eek ago with‘ 

daughter tc_>;'_v_isit_,hlg ,,_Charle's Tilton 
- .'.-.T-,J..-.’,r‘.7 

7 
l " 

Mrs. Tilton owns the -three-story home‘ 
on '~ an ‘_ estate .5 alongs" the Intracoastali 
Waterway, 1~ seve'n,_= es ;I'soutl1 of. Palm’ 
Beach. I Mrs. ' Hilton’ ,- 

A 
; th_é.,,""for1ner Nancy 

Pierson Sands.1*?é?¥' 1-‘ "i5 " " A" 

-T‘ Sheriff,Richa‘rdI; ~i-lle Said that Gaeton 
J.'- .Fonz!'{»-‘fan 'ir_iv 

i 

‘gatorgfori the-rd-louse ' 

assassinationsgifc mittee, fr?-went 3 to the 
Hilton estate“ alélut noon-“yesterday and 
left wordlthat“ e wo'uld_>reti1rn'rat18:30_ 
P.M. to see~'M -de Mohrenschildt. The* 

death'that”.hé‘ had never been an agent 
of any government. he said his wide 

sheriff‘ said“; 
' 

, 
-suicide 'n0be"»,had _ been 

found ii-~'>;1~."7.i l"=.~3.3“§é~‘ 1 ’ - ~ 

APPROVED Hill RELEASE 1993 
Gill lilST0ll!Cfil REWEW Fl’-KEQRAM 
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t W _' at/l/as “He Responsible for Oswaldis Act? l 

to ihe de Mohrensehilpdt-5 ~ Enigma,,gii 
. . - 

K 
- ' 

— - '

~ 
t -\‘ 

- By Jeremiah 0'Leary 
_ 

ble‘ to a.Du_tch journalist. named Wil- _ 
_vltmans= “You mean what Oswald" 

. Viashinswnsl-1r5ta"\Vrit=r ; lem Oltmans, who was interviewed d1dT;l$h<Lt or not s‘l{1ot,l£e wasnllvolllved 
- b The Washin ton Staron March 18. lint e S <><>tine- 011 ave in S are 

. aigg;‘ar2§°i‘feBrg§se1;':°f'ars'"1n§&g:}:l: Qiltmans, wfiqghad began ¢u"1tivat;ng to the shooting’of the president‘ of the 
1, he could have been tabbed either ggdtgogrflggflcggdfhgs gsff;/Segre: l1“"°4 Sims-_ ~ 

§f,t"{§‘n§§§§h§'§§'§{f°§nk§,§':§,§‘§§§’,§'§ the man who told thd)House):kssassi- DE MOHREEVSCHH-DT:I “1.‘l'6_3liZe 
3"‘-*'.,§*“S-'-“°"“‘ E.*.‘“‘.i??iti.‘i‘%i“i§3{‘i *.1’.;":::a'::;.i O" ‘"5’ 9°38‘-b‘Y' he °°‘“d have e 0' rem ‘dts wsm to 

- thy: what ostzéia finall t we been the man responsible for 0s- e ‘5_ ;"°"5‘°“ _°f the Ken!“-dY mm" 3 
1 I d ,3,’ S‘? “P

l wald's behavior when President John den " * " 
', 

" ' 2‘ s ' 
i ";§f°mp eta Yagree “P°._"- '_ 

' ' 

g 
‘J F. Kennedy was shot to death in 1963 ~ It was this appearance before com- »",;";’;iOltmans: “But you were'in Haiti as he reportedly acknowledged in the mittee staffers by Oltmans on March on the day of the assassination.” 4' -. 

manuscriptoiabook he had written. ll that prompted the panel to send ’-,De Mohrenschildt: “Yes.’f. -_j~?~*,4 

But today, this“ much isrcertainj investigator Gaetan Fonzia to.Palm :.l,0ltmans said dew Mohrenschildt about ;the _65-year-old, Russian-born Beach last Monday to try to q'uestion~-.- ‘fwas a guy very cleverly saying ‘I 
emigre: -I J -l i.LZl.1,__-L; de Mohrenschildt. Accordingi to.0lt- knew exactly what Oswald was going "7 ' He is now in? Palm Beach, Flaé,i»1~ gilgns, tllaisis the erziatic story of the g to 3(1) andlhavei plroof if i(:.:1”M 

g 
morgue, deadovan apparently sel - ite‘ ussian cole e! rofessor’s -_ tmans sai e as e e 0 ren. 

L. inflicted shotgun wound. - .:‘ alast weeks of life: g' 
J 2 -, '$¢hildl1 if hewas 1'eadY t0 make 3‘ 

, 9 He was=>of sufficient interest to the 
_ 
0ltmans_ had known de Mohren- Statement. He said the professor House Committee on Assassinations schildt for a decade in periodic visits replied} "YES. but Revel‘ in America» 

thalt one' of its investigators was in to Eallas. He knew-de Mohrenschildt I 
fin?‘ 

being followgdé Isfinld my housg Pa m Beach on Tuesday seeking to to e an emigre Russian count,"a e- a t e_time searc e . o am scare interview him when the ostensible troleum engineer, a' teachenpof to death. I first must get,out; of the suicideoccurred. ' 

. 
V 

. 
_ 

French at Bishop Collegeand as a country;’_' _ - 

' He is once again of considerable in- close friend of the Oswalds. Oltmans Oltmans said he quickly called his- 
_ terest to the. FBI, which devoted a fellinto the habit of visiting George Dutch television ~superior_ and was 
majocr portion of gook 

5: of t(ll1e hY}l'alil'- and J eanne de Mohrenschildt. two or _~ 

tglidltokbrgig de:;It:hi']en_stcl:iildIt/Itohfiol-_ ren ommission e or o e o - ree imesa ear. ~ - I' ._ . s ma 
_ 

e s 1 ,r e 0 ren- ( ' renschildt. ' 

r 
p 

r . J D 

' 

_ a 

g 

- 

y 
_ 

*' schildt had several changes of mind 
If de Mohrenschildt had a motive IN JANUARY 1976, de Mohren- but finally said he was ready to go. for committing suicide in his daugh- schildt wrote Oltmans that he was Oltmans said they drove to HOUSIOH. ter’s house, it is not known. Nor is it preparing a book and sent several left de Mohrenschildt’s car there known why he was negotiating with pages to the Dutch reporter for con-' ,with a man named David Russell and Dutch publishers to sell his book sideration. By June‘ the book was jeventually arrived in Amsterdam on ' 

about the Kennedy case when he completed, but Jeanne de Mohren- §March 3. There they beganaround of disappeared in the Belgian capital schildt told Oltmans she was upset talks with Dutch television and pub- shortly after meeting a Soviet diplo- gvheghshe relad it; She told her hus- lishingfxecutives, meanwhile check- s mat. - ~ ' 

1, . 1, an e wou d go to jaili it was pub- ing wit attorney Russe in Dallas to 
_ He has been ‘categorized as either lished because it -was ‘about the be sure,the-manuscript was still in _an opportunist or as a man with. a-; assassination of Kennedy and men- his office.___ . 4 xY‘_’,L_ _-. 

.- history of mental illness who 'was_ tioned names of CIA and F Bl agents .1; ;:.#“'l.“;_‘7'Jj2:*??¥~.i¥1'2ft'i’ -.1: anal 
subject to wild changes of mood. But ‘throughout. . . 

=;~.-‘ 
.,_ __ . 

.-

_ he cannot beignored solong as the ‘Last‘November, Oltmans went to Qqnhhgegl " House investigative panel and the Dallas and called»-de Mohrenschildt,_ “ 
= FBI are genuinely interested in find- only to be told by his- wife that he had,-I 
1 ing out what role,.if any, de Mohren- _ been in a hospital for several months.‘ 
-jschildt playecf inthe killing ofi Presi- Oltmans -said he calted de Mohren-- 
»dent Kennedy in a Dallas motorcade schildt's lawyer, Pat S. Russell, and yon Nov. 22,1963. .._.,%-_' 1 

Z 

;r 3’, was told de Mohrenschildt. was in a 
fmental hospitalisuffering from a per~ 

. 
" A L _N a EE nown at. secution comp ex"'and Hundergoin ' 

' 

‘ge"Molfirenschildt,. is partPof the he:vysh‘;)ck»treag:ients."', 1 ~ 

i- a as ussian-spea ing community, ccor ing to tmans, t e manu-> ,
- 

was close to Lee Harvey Oswald and script of the book .is incustody of 
5 his Russian wife, Marina. The {FBI Russell; The Dallas attorney could. 

,
_ 

_ 

'-says it checked him out eve1§y_ way, not. be reached._last_ night. for "com- ~\. 
I 

_~ from Sunday in the‘ days and weeks= ment;_.but _Oltma_nsi said he 'was told J 

after the presidential assassination. Russellehas-"the book in hisioffice {He was a witness before the Warrenffiles. He reportedly has not read the 
- -Commission, and what he said then manuscript. f“—e-l~. _~_>

" 

i 

1' can be: foundin 118 pages of _that - » Oltmans wentback to Dallas‘-(‘Sir 
(K bulky report. -:1 

" ‘A 
-_ 

' 

iv < Feb. 23, l977,iand had lunch ‘withde ‘What is not known is what his mo- .Mohrenschildt, who was ‘now back ate 
_tive-was for writing the manuscript work. The journalist said this ex-, 

1 
of a book entitled “I’m a Patsy, I'm a change took place in the Bishop‘ Col-‘ 

_- _Patsy" and claiming_that it is the lege library: I -,-I " '*_ 
§ ,_ 5- 

_

' 

_i .story of how he was responsible for - De Mohrenschildt: “How would it; Q Q 7 ‘ Oswald's assassination oi Kennedy..- ‘ hit the media if I came out and said I ’ 

- 

. The mysterious. recent historylof felt.responsible_for Oswald's behav-1 .

' 

1 de Moh_r_ens'childt_is_largelyeattributaz i0lf?7»1-;?..a.tai;.ti.i.~.,-ea" 
. - . 

_ .,
. 

t
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‘T ON MARCH 5, OLTMANS and de 
‘Mohrenschildt drove to Brussels to 
meet a friend of the Dutch reporter, 
a Soviet diplomat he identified only 
as “Kuznetzov." The threemen chat- 
ted at the newstand of the Hotel 
Metropole and.de Mohrenschildtgsaid 
he would go for'a~walk before lunch. 
.“He never returned from that walk,” 
Tsaid0ltmans. ' “ '

- 

P On March 7, back in Holland, §;le_;";§ 

Mohrenschildt’s, disappearance was 
reported to the :U.S. Embassy in the 
Hague. Oltmans said .the official re- 
ceiving the report was Jacob Gilles- 
,pie, a press. officer at the embassy. 
There is. no record that the missing 
report was relayed to the State De- 

A partment in Washington. 
‘- Oltmans said he wasn’t worried. 
>1-le got a call from a man in Brussels 
iwho identified himself as “Genta,” 
and he said de Mohrenschildt had de- 
parted for the United States. But Olt- 

1 
mans said de Mohrenschildt left be- 
hind all his belongings except his 
fbriefcase — his pipe, his luggage and 
_ his dirty raincoat. De Mohrenschildt 
‘took Oltmans’ clean new raincoat in 
. stead. Oltmans said he put all of de 
Mohrenschildt’s ‘possessions 

_ 

in» an 
;Amsterdam bank and sent the re- 
; 
ceipt to attorney Russell in Dallas. 
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Yesterday in Palm Springs, Fla., a 
police official said authorities there 
were also holding “certain personal 
papers" belonging to de Mohren- 
-schildt, United Press International 
reported. The official declined to say 
if those papers were related to the 
Kennedy assassination. i 

In early March, Oltmans came to 
-Washington, called the committee 
about the whole affair and told essen- 
tially this story to deputy counsel 
Robert Tanenbaum and three other 
investigators; Oltmans‘ view of de 
Mohrenschildt’s role; in the assassi- 
nation, if there is one, is that de Moh- 
renschildt didn’tifigure in the slaying 
but “that. togetherathey cooked it 
"up." '1 

. ..a _"*--(_;é."' l_ =_ 1‘ f_ 
De Mohrenschildt‘,"‘according to 

Oltmans, could. have '-been kidnaped} 
or have had another-'_f;f_crazy attack" 
or have gone to the Soviet Union. 
None of those things= happened, but 
Oltmans did have a clue to the way 
de Mohrenschildt died" even before 
the man shot himself. . 

' _ 

7;, Oltmans said “I-Ieitoldf me in Eu- 
rope: ‘Look, I'll be discharged at 
Bishop College in June. I'm 65. My 
wife ran-away. (They reportedly are 
now divorced.) I'm at the end of the 
line,’ And one day he came into my 

room and said, ‘Let's face it. I only 
made up the story (about Oswald) 
because everybody makes a million 
dollars off the Kennedy assassina- 
tion, and I haven’t made anything. So 
now it's my time. So now you and I 
knowthat."’ » 

'
* 

THE FBI SAYS IT does not know 
what to make of de Mohrenschildt’s 
strange journey or of his apparent 
suicide. The Warren Commission 
concluded that he did not have any 
connection with Kennedy's death 
even- though he knew the Oswalds 
well and probably helped them with 
financial and family problems. Even 
so, the House committee wanted to 
question de Mohrenschildt, and Fonzi 
just missed him. V 

'_ ,»:__.?<j.“" 4 ~= . 

- He went to the house where de 
Mohrenschildt was staying at noon 
Tuesday and was told to return that 
evening because the man was not 
home. In the afternoon, de "Mohren- 
schildt apparently put a shotgun in 
his mouth and pulled the trigger. No note was found. If there is an 
answer to George de Mohrenschildt’s 
troubled life, it may lie in the book he 
has written and that lawyer Russell 
purportedly has filed away in Dallas: 

flf‘1'rn a Patsy, I'm a Patsy.”
_ 

.1 _ ~».,. 4 ..»
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> WASHINGTON. March .28 .(AP)—The 
House ‘assassinations ‘-committeew-said 
today that it was investigatingwhether 
James Earl Ray collected a“boui'flty.from 
businessmen or other personsfor. killing 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.‘--Mr. 
Ray has been quoted as saying-he intend- 
ed to" collect a bounty~ for-the murder. 

ik 
_In anjinterim report,‘ the committee also 

said__ it’ was "intensively investigating”; a. 

report by a deceased ‘Southern.undercov- 
er police informant that heyhad overheard 
representatives of two organizations‘dis~ 
cuss killing Dr;‘King':~*-*‘*_"'7§ . 

_ 
_'l'he;reference apparently_','was"to, 'a _'re- 

port that a Miami police.iiiforrnaa'\t' Said 
he had overheard two labor leaders dis» 

, 

cuss 'such_a plan. The __committeefs report 
rdid not identifytheindlviduals. ._. 

I The'rep0rt said the panel did not have 
corroboration for: any‘ .'.of.g‘_the_,,_.l_eads 
sketched out in the.‘ document.‘ .T;..., _» . 

In addition, it said‘ it.was pursuing leads 
. indicating that . Lee Harveyipswald i was 
associated with anti-Castro "groups sup- 
ported by the Central-Intelligence Agency 
rather than with pro-Castro‘-'groups,~as 
'widely- suspected. The Warren,Commis- 
sion identified Oswald as. the lone assas- 

i sin of President Kennedy. , . ~r.:<a;~..;¢:»*~,-*1@'.;f-" 1;; :' 

i The committee" report quoted an in- 

gationsms indicating that 0swal_c_l_‘-' was an 
'F.B.I.infonnantf contrary"-"'to' the 'Warren 
,Commission’s‘conclusion thathe was not. 
The report said that Mr.iRay told fellow 

inmates at Missouristatei penitentiary be-" 
fore he‘ escaped: on r;April~23,t . 1967, that 

l he would I2r.iKh:g;- _f‘i~1';:.the'J.pri_ce'7 was 

formantfor the Federal Bureau of‘Investi- » 

|right“. and that¥he intended to find a 
bl.lSlI‘|8SSmEl‘l,'S1 association that he had 
heard h-ad offered $100,000 for Dr. King's 
murder...~~l. .f .- ~ 

l:~='l‘he report said the question of whether 
Mr. Ray ever made contact ‘with such 
a group had. never been resolved and 
added “The committee intends to resolve 
jt_”,'3'. __‘-»»_.f*'i=)=»T;.'1'.} i1;;;. ,~‘.~l‘-..‘>x'¢‘_: 

by -the committee -as Kit sought House ap- 
provali to keep-the investigations of the 
Kennedy and -King _ assassinations 

' going 
for two years; If;the-"House refuses, the 
comittee- will die~at;_the_end of this month. 
rv-*.r'='»'r, - 1» ; = -- ,- .1‘: .*= » -. ... »1-l- 1. ..._ ...1.> r, 

,
. 

~.:»§r;w1 ;=./> . E11.‘ ?T%.‘"?é 1:: eh.-,1 

;-_3§j;_>!q *5 Aidesavisit Rayjni-Prison. ; ,¢~_ 53 ? ; 

PETROS; l Tennii March<>28 "(AP)—=0ffi'- 
cials of the House assassinations commit- 
tee rneb here again today with "James 
‘Earl Ray,;who’ isserving a 99-year"sen- 
tence- in Brushy Mountain State Prison 
after; confessing to'_ shooting Dr. King‘ in 
Memphis. Mr; -Ray? was interviewed by 
the? committee’: staff for more than _two 

’-1’
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Qounsei C Under F ire 
- By George Lardner Jr. ‘ 

_ - Washington Post Stall Writer 
- The House Rules . Committee 
cleared the way yesterday for a show- 
down over the House assassinations 
inquiry amid a sudden outburst of de- 
mands for the ouster -of chief counsel 

- -- - M .,-~-. - t Richard A. Sprague. . 

“I think this resolution is in serious 
trouble on the House floor,” Rep. 
Morgan Murphy (D-Ill) -warned mem- 
hers of the Assassinations Committee 
at a hearing before the Rules Commit- 
tee. " 

.~ 

Although Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) 
0’Neill has promised" ‘fwholehearted 
support" for keeping the investiga- 
tions alive, Murphy. said advocates of 
the inquiry were seriously underesti- 
mating “the feelings of the members 
of the House" about Sprague; 

“I think you ought to get your own 
man in~-there,” ‘Murphy,-ewarned tho 

‘ newly instal.ledrAssasslnat.ions Com- 
~ mittee chairman, Louis Stokes (D- 
Ohio). “What he can-do to Henry, =he 
can-do to you.” ' 

"';‘I,j;,:_~;--Q.“ g 

'

l 

' -Rep. Henry B. Gonzalezz (D-Tex.), 
-the former chairman whom ‘Murphy 
cwas talking about, underscored the 
mood in a bitter speech on the House 
floor about how he unsuccessfully 
tried to fire Sprague last month. He 
said he was deserted by House Demo- 

-cratic leaders and"? committee col- 
leagues, andlalamed it at least-partly 
on racial discriminatiom 7; . 

~ "Ithink I have been treated shab- 
bily,” Gonzalez declared. “I. think that 
it my name were Jones or O'Brien or 
Rosenthal or George Washington Car- 
ver or Martin Luther» King, I would 

~ not have been"; treated so shabbily.” 
. 

w The Texas Democratiheld the floor 
iior more than an hour with a chapter- 
and-verse recitation of his eiforts to 
restore order to the‘committee's fi- 

:.»;.»::;;i "‘".-1-.; I~‘T‘£_T '-;-_=-,_ . , .
i nances. ‘ 

1 . 15"“ ‘,’ ~ 

' The da after he ordered Sprague’s Y '

. 

» dismissal, Gonzalez "said, Majority 
. Leader Jim -..W1-ight (Tex.)'~ "assured 
, him," “ ‘Well,‘ “Ofelia-, ~‘ we're-' with you. 

staffijthat was marking -time with 

~ You're right.’__"_ 
. 1:’ J 
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'

c 

Nearin.giShoWdown; ‘ 

. , . \ ;- . , 

..1
_ 

“I don’t. know 1h_ow-‘ anybody. ¢bfl1d 
‘ 

§I1t@1‘D1‘9tt1‘lHt,” Gonzalez said. “I took 
1t as support.” But it soon disappeared when the rest, of the committee re- mained solidly behind Sprague. Gon- 

1 zalez quit the chairmanship and the committee on March 8. 
- With heavy sarcasm, Gonzalez at 

1-various points imitated the voices of 
‘Reps. Shirley Chisholm (D,-N.Y.) and 
-RiCi‘l3l'dSOI‘l~P1'€YEl' (D.-N.C.) speaking 
at a Rules'Co'mmittee hearing in Jan- 

~' uar described Re . Richard Bollin y) p g 
(D.-Mo.) as “the great rajah of the 
Rules-Committee," and called Del, 
Walter E. Fauntroy (D.-D.C.) “the viz- 
ier of Washington." .

- 

The Rules Committee voted 9 to -I 

to set up» a floor-vote Wednesday on 
-continuing the investigations into the 
murders of President Kennedy and 
Martin Luther.King Jr. for the re- 
mainder" of the 95th Congress. Two 
other Rules Committee members, 
Murphy and Rep.» John-Young »(D-~ 
Tex.), voted “present”. 

V 

Appointed chairman March ..8,. 
Stokes said he inherited a committee 

almost no stationery. almost no sup- 
plies" and was funable to travel" or 
even make a long-distance phoneicall. 
He strongly urged keeping the investi- 
gations going. past 

, their. current 
March 31 expiration date and submit-. 
ted a 14-page report indicating some 
of the “leads” the committee is»pursu- 
1ng..,!. .,,.. ,, ,1... g-_,-__" 3. -, 

,1:The in.formation,I‘however, smacked 
of twicetold tales." In one passage, 
reminiscent of ‘former New Orleans: 
District Attorney Jim Garrison's cele- 
brated investigation, ‘the committee 
said it is~“actively'pursuing several new leads which indicate that Lee 
Harvey :Oswald was- associated with 
CIA_-supported anti-Castro groups". 

~ Raising the persistentlspecter of a 
“false Oswald," the committee said 
those same-“leads” also “su'ggest’! that 
O_$W31<1'S'--':1‘€P0I‘ted pro-Castro activi- 
ties" and his fjalleged" trip to Mexico 
City mightfhave been deliberately de- 
Sigfledl "to--mask ~CIA-supported_- 

' 

1'an_ti-Castro;associations.1j<,-;: . _;,{..: it 

< Assassmat1onsProhe 

‘ ' Murphy noted that Gonzalez was not 

. has been supporting the investigation

C 

___.'_“__.__._.i___._.-__._. 

_ 

uh.’ 

;.._a' 

...._. I .. 

. Stokes insisted at yesterday’s hear-* 
int; that the inquiry was running 
smoothly now with Gonzalez gone. The new chairman maintained that i 

Sprague had satisfactorily countered 
all the charges against him at a secret 
"committee meeting recently. f 

present when the questioning of Spra- 
gue was conducted. “We're taking 
SDrague’s word,over Gonzalez’ word, 
as I understand it,” Murphy said.~Cit- 
ing Gonzalez’ speech on the House.‘ 
floor earlier in the afternoon, -‘Murphy ‘ 

said he was] especially concerned 
about n charge that Spraguc had for-‘ 
hidden committee statlfers -to furnishl 
payroll_ information-' ;_to gcommittee 
members. ‘_ 

'- 

_ 

l-'_ ,.-
‘ 

_ Stokes said that Sprague “has of-‘ 
fered a number‘ of times to step aside-1 
if it would be of assistance to the com-|~ 
mittee," but the .committeej_remains'_ ,- 

solidly behind him._ 
_ 

' "
i 

. “I think you ought to accept that o_E-
i 

fer," Murphy said.§_‘ -_ _ 
_ __ _ 

‘

. 

. 
~ Rep. Joe Moakle3"._(l_)-Mass.) said he 

for months, but'he agreed that the is- ‘I 

sue in the minds of most House mem- 
’bers ‘is “not whether -the assassina- ~ 

tions committte ought, to be reconsti-» _ 

tutBd, It's whether "Mr. Sprague 
should be retained as chiet counsel." 
Rep. Bolling, who will serve as floor 

manager for the Wednesday resolu- mm to keep the committee alive, told 
a reporter that hethinks the odds still _ 

' favor its passage, but adde'd:_“It’s aw- 
fully close. It'll prohably change three ' 

' times‘ before Wednfsfifly-f-‘f Q 
»

A 
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, I By George Lardner Jr. 
H -p _'Wa.shiu:ton ‘Post Start Writer

v 

..Il1e‘_H_oi§_e_ _Assa,$§i;1a.tions -_Com-mit- 
tee has secretly subpoenaed crime fig; 
ure Santo Trafficante Jr. for its first 
hearing today into the kmurderof 
Prgs_i_d_ent _Jo__hn F: Kennedy; _accor_djng 
tmintormedsoumes. 

_ 

- 1;; 
4 'Once the overlord of syndicate gam- 

-'bling in Cuba, Trafficante is the only 
surviving member of a gangland trio 

, that was secretly enlisted by the Cen- 
trallntelligence Agency in 1960 in ef- 
forts'to kill Cuban'Premier Fidel Cas-~ 

* ~ ' 

; s 

.2“: 11.;-The ._-other 
V 

two . men‘; ' described as 
}T-;.’l'l\v'lapfi§t members, were:-Samt~ (Momo) Gi- 
fflancana; who was shot to death in his 
j-,‘;£su_lgurb = Chicago ihome» two "years: 
" "a<1'o“ nd ‘his longtime lieutenant, 
;,‘r/all? 

' y,Rosselli, whose, decomposed 
'-sibo '_-was found last summer: in an oil 

d ‘mifloating in ‘the backwaters of 
i’arf1i’s Biscayne Bay. "

1 
' 

rafficante is -expected ‘to protest 
-1 

t 
" compulsory appearance, and has r£_ortedly hired-Boston lawyer F'.~Lee " 

. Bailey to represent him. . 

'» 

f;;1'3_-,»;.
f 

I "‘You ean’t blame him when you re- 
‘ emberwhat “happened to the other 

vo,” one source said. ~~’;-_ I-.--. -t
‘ 

Giancana, 65, was murdered as he
_ 

repared 4a~ midnighfsnack of sau-= 
sages .__fan‘cl'“'spinach.v on . J unc‘ .19, Al79_7:’;,__f 

shortlylafter his-_' release from a hospi- 
1 

ta1'and‘on»the_heelsL.of preliminary ef- 
f fortstby -the Senate Intelligence Com- 
t-"inittee to contact him in its investiga= 
tion of _CIA assassination plots. ' 

a,» - 

?F’Rosselli, who had " been involved ‘iii 
Q 
severalabortive plots against Castro; 

t testified before the Senate .committee_ 
I-¢’7"fiV§; d8Y$_ ',_§f'£_91*f“ Giancana was k_illed.,_ 

~ Thll't86I1." months la'ter,.-on, July! 28,)“-,'
> 

="f-d»er_:,x¢_-a-;t_-~§.,,_-'~I;,f=_ :i.f_;-;\+5-,1:-':4_.‘._';:;,;;>t': 1975,~he."disa‘ppeared from- his Planta~ H 7 _ ‘_ _ 

;~, I Asked why. he.was--remarningisilent
; 

tion,-Fla.‘,’v_home.‘ His hacked-up b'Qa§-.-1 
was found _10-days later -in a'55-gallon 
oil- drum weighted with heavy Chall1S.§»‘7.;..ing an, ‘Ray said he {gar-ed‘i;ha;‘_wha¢.i' 

i Both__slayings~rem'ain unsolved. But 
.l0ng.betore_h1s murder, Rosselli hadi 

; been~ privately claimingto his at_toi-
‘ 

j ney that Castro had become§.awa1:el_0f 
the CIA-590115011-rd plots against Ihim 
anrf “thereafter employed. teams of'in- 

ff’ United _St'ates fo-rjthe purpose ofag. 
xsassinating-Mr. Kennedy.” 

tacts in late 1960 as "Joe," Trafficante 
was described as someone who would 

' serve as'a courier to Cuba and make 
1 Brmligements there in the plot to kill 

' Castro. Trafflcante had lived in Cuba, and he still had a number of associ- 
ates there even. after»Castro seized 
their gambling enterprises in Havana, 

' Although he did not testify during 
the Senate Intelligence Committee's 

' 18-month investigation of CIA mis 
A‘ 
deeds, Trafflcante was questioned Se. 
crefly flastii fall gbyzfienate 'j.cpmmitte_e be 

» 
' 

gan, in turn, told the FBI that several 

1 keeping - that "investigation alive at 

'_ parently reflects new hope within the 

is not expected to make anypublic ap-' 

.,"firing the shot that killed King, and 

(fhim. -“I think a.lot» of people-have a 

dividuals who were dispatched to the i‘ 

- Initially introduced to histACI'A "¢6n;"' 

3: 

is 

‘D~$1- THE WASHINGTON POST 
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\~_,_ 

investigators in connection with Hos-i 
selli’s death. "

~ 

Trafficante reportedly said he dined 
with-Rosselli at» a Fort Lauderdale 
restaurant less than two weeks before 
_Rosselli’s disappearance. I-le was said 
to have describedthis and other get- 

.-‘togethers _as_ “fn‘endly1-social events 
withno businessfi. ‘~ "--‘§‘~ ‘ 

‘ 
' i-Aslong ago as hfarch, 1967. Rosselli 
had expressed his ‘beliefin; a 'Cuban~ 
connection‘ to the Kennedy assassina- 
tion t_o‘_ethe FBI Athrough_h_is;-_Y{ashing- 1 

ton lawyer, Edward P. Morgan, Wor- 

of his clients-who “were on the fringe 
bf the.rinderworld'?‘§informed hinrthat 
Castrofghad ‘lear_ned"o_f-_ the plotting 
"against him! _~1' - 

f Q 

V 

The--House ' Assassihat_ions'< Commit- 
-"tee-hadi been talking of staging a hear-' 
ving on the assassination of the,Rev-. 
Martin: Luther King 'Jr. in hopes of 

least past March 31, when its current , 

, charter expires- The decision to holda i 

hearingpon the JFK-assassination ap- 

cornmittee for continuing that inquiry 
"aswell." '3"-f j" I ‘ "j 

‘_ 
*‘ 

Y 
. Committee lawyers »have,’beent in’: _ 

--[contact with an attorney =-for|James 
‘Earl Ray, serving"'a._""99-jjear ‘prison 

F term for King’s 1968 murder; but Ray- 
‘_ pearances» soon beyond= a’ -nationally: 

televised interview last night on the 
_‘_Columbia - Broadcasting" ;"System's 

‘ ,“Who’s.WhoY’ (WTOP-TV).;i> . -. 
' ~‘ 

' ' Interviewed by correspondent: Dan. 
Rather, Ray denied, as he has_,before,.' 

finsistedvthat he ‘was not even in the 
frooming house across the street from, 
}.King’s motel at thetime-of-the mur-Q 

if someone elsedidgit, rather than tell- 
‘ever hersaid might be-turnedvagainstv 

f. sort of~*a' Pollyanna view»- of the legal 
l 

» W-m.*'h= said--;" s 

'i 
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Funds, Staff Pleas 
By Jeremiah 0’Leary

R 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

The House Assassinations Committee today ap- 
proved a new and reduced budget of $2,796,650 
the rest of this year and also cut its investigative 
staff to 115 from the proposed 170. 

IlIl1e_.unanLmous approval of the budget was fol- . 

for 

l°.__W°d....b.l!_% ii!1§1.fl.aL.._\LQtQ.l0_.a@¢.1‘l.Q\3_$° 
Wlmend

' 

the committee’s life for the duration of the 9 

the House, would ermit the panel to carr on 
Co ess. The co ' ’ ' ' ‘res 

5th 

by ll’Pllll\lEll F08 RElEl$E1993 
i~<»“ae deaths of 1>resi.d<=»»bm‘1‘:s- cm lllSl0RlC.M sum: PRGSRM1 

J1" "M11 
January 1979. 

T 'l'Ee"‘Tr solution now goes to the Rules Comm‘ itt 
and then to the floor for action. After that, the 
House Administration Committee must approve 
"the money requested by Chairman Louis Stokes, 
D-Ohio. r 

= 
_ V , 

Tl-IE MOVE T0 REDUCE the budget from t 

original proposal of $6.5 million and cut the staff is 
a setback for Chief Counsel Richard A. Sprague. 
Sprague told the committee, “this budget was 
recommended to me by deputy counsels Robert 
Lehner and Robert Tannenbaum. I am willing to 
go along at the moment because they feel with this 
manpower they can get the job done." 
But Sprague said the funding and staff was l 

than he would have proposed. And he ‘indica e 
that the cutback approved by the committee today 
means the investigation might have to continue 
yond the life of the 95th Congress. 

_ 

When Rep. Charles Thone, R-Neb., asked “can _ 

'0 
lwe do this thorough, careful and professional 
under this budget and will it have to continue i nt 
further years?" Sprague replied, “Yes, it will take 
longer now.” 

Rep. Richardson Preyer, D-N.C., who headed 
the task force that made up the new budget, 
clared that the committee would .be able to show it 
has done all the cutting that can be done. He s 

there is nothing more here that can be cut and 
gommittee would strenuously resist any attempt to 
o so. . 

1,; . 

THE COMMITTEE voted $2,796,650 for opera- 
tions .through the end of 1977. This means tha 

86 

he 

ess 
t d 

be- 

] b. 
O . 

de-k 

aid 
the

t

¢

a 
larger budget for the second year of theprobe is 
almost, a certainty, members said. They’ argued 
that the $2.7 million figure will be palatable to Con- 
gress and is realistic in light of 'the- mood of the 
House and the fact that three months of the year 
have already gone by. 
The committee then went into executive session 

to receive a briefing from Sprague and his associ-
} 

ates. 
g

* 

in 
' ' ' mes 

for 

t urder of Kin , yesterday. Jack Kershaw, 
Ray's attorney, sai in e the meeting 
did not produce any surprise information but 

jmight help Ray get the new trial he has been seek- 
ing. , 
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Backed 
By O’Nei1l 

By George. Lardner Jr. 
» Washington ?ost stall Writer 

The House Assassinations Coin- 
mittee yesterdaywon a turnaround 
promise of “wholehearted support” 

from House Speaker Thomas P. 

(Tip) 0’Neill Jr. 
After a closed-door meeting with 

the committee's three senior mem- 
bers, 0’Neil1 also told reporters, with 
apparentapproval, that the panel will 
ask the House for $2.5 million to carry 
it through the rest of this year. i

j

( 

I I '1 

Th!“ committee has alreul
' 

$250,000 since Jan. 1. As a 7 

new budget proposal-yegflq, '_ 

-" 

ablswmean a twweafj ‘, ;,,'..'; 

s<>me‘$5-5 111iI1i.°11--¢. ;.. .1. 

initial projection o£‘~$l 
» a 

caused ‘much * __ 

" ithin 
the Hous last winter. -;-“ - A 

r" ‘i0*1<"e11i"s“‘énii‘6i7s€FnT£:%greatly en- 
hances the committee" _‘ chances,-fogr 
survival, but the Speaker ack-now‘;-. 

edged that it still faces considerable 
opposition _- M V 

* " 

' 
. 1 

“They have my wholehearted-~§iip- 
port,” the Speaker said after conflgi; 
ring with l_AAssa'ssinations-Commit 
Chairman Louis Stokes (D-Ohio)/Rep. 
Richardson ‘Preyer (D-N.C.) and Del, 
Walter Fauntroy (D-D.C.). “But there 
is a lot of work to be done [getting 
votes] on thefloor.” - 

"
' 

The Speaker’s conversion appar- 
ently came‘ after a private briefing for 
him on the infor ati ‘com iled thu 
far in investigaItingo_t1he_ mgrdersflé 
%’1;ii,‘;‘,e";<i,;‘*‘;£.“°¥1~he‘,“*‘tonsils s cu iiisisrzcn arm: raasrllil 

'7 P»-cE__L______ 

Even Rep. Trent Lott (R-lVliss.), who 
has been critical of the _inqui1-y'f1-gm 
the start, was hesitant after yester- 
day‘s briefing to say he still felt it 

ought to be squelched. But he made 
plain that he is still skeptical about 
the information that was laid out for 
him and other Rules Committee mem- 
bel‘-5_Yesterday at what amounted to 
“an informal, clandestine meeting." 
He said such an approach had 

never, to hisknowledge, been used 
with the Rules Committee before, not 
even during ‘the impeachment pm. 
ceedings against President Nixon. 

“I presume the..conimittee, has col- 
See nuwm!,<>ni1, care‘ 

lliqulltl , n avua ag- 

lected some leads, sollyllnfermation 
which they’re"going to use to.- Justify 
continuing the investigations,”- Lott 
said last evening. “Some of thempare 
very_ far-fetched, very remote, in~my 
Ovlnlon. but I am re-evaluating my 
position." t 

,

. 

The Assassinations Committee, Lott 
Dolnted out, has at least started to 
buckle down to work after being bog- 
_ged down for months in disputes over 
its budget, its investigating te¢11ni. 
ques, and finally the unsuccessful ef- 
fort of erstwhile chairman Henry B. 
Gonzalez (D-Tex.) to' fire chief ‘com. 
mittee counsel Richard A. Sprague; 

him,” an O’Neill aide saidtersely. . 

‘ 

M ' ‘ 

Members of-the House Rules Coin- 
mittee got their ownlibackgroundifigsf 
in a closed meeting with Assassina- 
tions Committee members shortly af- 
ter noon. ,

' 

The Assassinations Committee will 
expire March 31 unless it -can win 
House approval of a new resolution 
keeping the investigations alive. But 
beforeit gets to the House-floor, the 
resolution must first be cleared by the 
Rules Committee. l * A 20763
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4 FBI files on the Kennedyiand 
, __ 53'-'19:! r;F-f';8{;ull:M 

v 

cases. I _ It I’ .. . Sprague s comment that the staff

/

\ 

i 

i ~@ Q . . 1. “New House Assassinations Com-i 
mittee Chairman Louis Stokes be-f 

' 

V lieves he will be ready next week to! ' 

1 
. seek new authority and funding to ex-5 

“ 

tend the probe beyond the March 31; e expiration date; ~ 1 

, _ The committee, minus its former 
J 

- ichairman, Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez, 
.D-Tex., received a detailed briefing 

- from Chief Counsel Richard A.‘ 
_ 

g 
. Sprague yesterday. ' 

' 

‘F 

t 
, 

p 

Sprague told the committee before r 

Stokes Vows to Seek itulie press wag ixilgdfid fvzgffébgf . . 
l 

e session- a as u 
i EXTENSION Of P8l'i8| irated evidence indicating other per- 

‘ " 

_ 

’ sons may have known in advance J 

“ By Jeremiah ()'|_ve3;-y that John F. Kennedy and Martin Lu~ 
_ 

V/asliingtonStarStaffWriter igherdxxng In were golng to be mur'_ 
1 ’ ' ere . = 

. Stokes, who is black,'discounted 
speculation that the committee might 
idecide to concentrate on theiKing. 
slaying while setting the assassina- 
,tion of Kennedy aside. - . - 1. .1’ ‘; 

“THE BRIEFING "WE received 
points toward our pursuing both the ii 

i King and Kennedy cases with equal l 

‘ fervor,“Stokes said. A 1 t 
= 

~
- 

‘ He also said he is not inclined to 
hold any- public hearing ‘on what 
'Sprague said behind closed doors in 
~ yesterday-'s all-day~session; He said f 
. it would be better and more responsi~ ‘ 

ble to have no public hearing than to ‘ 

air uncorroborated information that 5 mighthurtinnocent people. »§i 

Stokes said he favors seeking aui It 

~thorization and funds --- probably‘ 
beginning next week - simply by} 
telling the House leadership of whatl 
direction the committee will take and

i 'how much money will be required to-' 
a do it, then going through the needed J 

steps to bring the question to a floor 
vote. f » '§ 

, 
‘ Rep. Richardson Preyer, D-N.C.‘,V 
is in charge of the task force to calcu- * ° 

V late a new budget for the committee, i 

probably for one y,ear of operations.‘ The committee is expected to reduce ‘ 

its request from the $6.5 million origi- 
nally sought by Sprague to $2 million A 

to$3 million. ..,.....c >,_-~,a._;, 

_ 
STOKES ALSO SAID a committee J 

‘group will meet Atty. Gen. Griffin‘ 
Bell tomorrow afternoon and ask him 

.to cancel the order that prevents l 

' 
’ committee investigators from having ‘l 

access to Justice De artment and *El“93 P 

has uncovered some new information may indicate that the committee in- 
tends to subpoena James Earl Ray to _> 

testify. Ray, who pleaded guilty to ‘r 
shooting Kting,hwas sentenced to life l 

in-prison ut as never testified 
open court. He has recanted his con-‘ 2 O 7 é $4 
fession and is seeking a new trial.§ 
There have been reports that Ray: wants to testify before the House; 
committee even though his testimony; 
probably would be self-serving.

1
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0 Sprague: Staff Has ‘Conspiracy’ Leads 
‘ By George Lardner Jr. 

Washington Post Stat! Writer 
The chief counsel of the House As- 

sassinations Committee said yesterday 
he has gathered uncorroborated 
“information” suggesting a conspiracy 
in the murders of both President Ken- 
nedy and the Rev. Martin Luther 
_King Jr.

_ 

Struggling to keep their investiga- 
tion alive, committee members con- 
vened yesterday in secret session for 
a briefing from chief counsel Richard 
A. Sprague_ and his aides on the prog- 
ress of the inquiry so far. 

In a short statement before the 
press and public were excluded, Spra- 
gue told the committee that the infor- 
mation compiled to date was a blend 
of reports from “witnesses who have 
advised us directly that they have rel- 
evant information" and hearsay about 
“witnesses whom we have been told 
have information.” - 

As a result, he added in straight- 
face understatement, "We have been 
unable to__do what I would consider a 
thorough check of the information we 
have been advised of.” 
That said, the former Philadelphia 

prosecutor continued, “The sum total 
of the information would be in the na- 
ture of evidence indicating that others 
may have had knowledge of or partici- 
pated in arranging the assassinations 
of Dr. King and President Kennedy.” 
Sprague did not elaborate, but it 

seemed likely that much of the infor- 
mation originated with the many 
books and articles written in recent 
years in attempts to debunk the offi- 
cial findings that there was no credi- 
ble evidence of a conspiracy in either 
murder. The committee’s 73-member 
staff has been bogged down by contro- 
versy in recent weeks, cut off from 
classified FBI files and unable to 
travel or even make long-distance 
phone calls. 
Trying to regain its momentum fol- 

lowing the resignation of Rep. Henry 
B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who had tried to 
fire Sprague for alleged mismanage- 
ment-and insnbordination, the com- 
mittee met formally yesterday for the 
first time under its new chairman, 
Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio). ‘

" 

.It has only three more weeks to win 
a new charter from the House and 
head off extinction. Speaker Thomas 
P. (Tip) O'Neill Jr.‘(D-Mass,) - and 
other House leaders have predicted 
that the committee will probably not 
be continued past March 31 unless it 
can produce some striking new evi- 
dence or, in O’Neil1’s words, 
“something of a sensational nature.” 
The Warren Commission, which in- 

vestigated the 1963 Kennedy,assassi- 
nation with the resources of the FBI 
and other government agencies, con- 

A'10 Th-»~d==y.1+1-1-cl-10.1911 THE WASHINGTON POST 

eluded that Lee Harvey Oswald, tact- 
ing alone, killed the President. Simi- 
larly, the FBI concluded that James 
Earl Ray, now sewing a 99-year prison 
term, was Kin‘g’s lone assassin, al- 
though a Justice Department task 
force recently conceded that the 
sources of Ray’s money “sti1l remain a 
mystery today ” ' 

After Sprague’s brief public presen- 
tation, the committee voted 8 to to 
go into secret session Dissenting were 
Reps.‘C‘harles Thone (R-Neb.) and Ha- 
rold E. Ford (D-Tenn.). 

_ _ Sprague mentioned no names, not 
even those of Oswald or Ray, but it 
seemed clear that the “others” he had 
in mind were in addition to those two 
men. He ‘also told the committee, that 
-there was some information indicating 
that some unidentified individuals

1 

I. 

an-on 

--

— 

-ru 

nu 

—~s.u 

_-. 

knew in advilflfllhat the Ifellfil 35' 3 

saisigisatlgil ~;:e:ua.y.,s. assign, Jyww- 
ever, was spent on the-K1118 inurflef 
At a lunch-hourbriefing, Sto es 

voas reporters that the commltbee 
but m0ving‘with deliberate caution,

_ 

he said there was "a very _s"<><><1 P"$§; 
bility that some witnesses mgyf re called to a Public hearing 

t ote March 31’ in an effort to demons fa 
the need forcontinuing the mq““'y'. 
The new chairman would not {lili- 

cuss the witnesses who might test‘ Y’ 
but other sources said two under con- 

- sideration are Ray’s brother, Jerry- M h‘ olice detective 
%‘3‘1v§‘i‘;§“§T Re‘E‘3f£t,“a§’e 0;: two bi-ck 
plainclothesmen assigned t° kefip 
King under surveillance before t e 
1968 ,m\1r<18I'- 
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By George_Lardner Jr? ,-1,; 
" 

' _Wsshln:ton P08! $08!! Writer :1» Pf 

The chief ¢<>imsei‘or'tiie' Ho'use'As-"‘ 
assinations Committee said esterday 

.. 4.. 
s Y 
he has gathered» -_uncori-oborated ~. 

"information" suggesting a conspiracy i 

in the murders of both President Ken»; 

King Jr _ _ Jt: _-,_ _ _f ~ . .1‘ 

Struggling to keep their mvestiga 
tion alive,“ committee members ‘con 
a briefing from chief counsel Richard 3 A. Sprague and his aides on the prog . , 

gue told the committee that the infor-I ' 

mation compiled to date was a--blend; 
of reports -from ~‘.*witness_es who have!" 
evant information’! and hearsay about’ 
“witnesses whom~ we,.have\ been told _, have information!" . 

'
‘ 

As a resu1t';"_h'e ‘ added ‘in"{'straigh’t- 
face un/derstatement, “WEI. have been 
unable to do what I would consider a ‘ 

thorough check of the information we - 

have been advised of."-,_ r ,' f :3 That said, the iormer Philadelphia ' 

prosecutor continued, “The, sum total 
of the information would be in the na- 
ture_0f evidence indicating that others may have had knowledge of or partici- 
pated in arranging the assassinations -4 

of Dr; King, and l_?resident*Kennedy." 1
1 

Sprague didynoti elaborate, but it“.1 
seemed likely that rmuch of the infer--ii 
books and articles written"_in recent V, 

yearsin _attemi=¢s tdf debunk the" off? ,_;;, 
W 

Kin-g-1 iinderf'surveillanceii.'before *theY', cial f1!1d1Dg5 that there was no~cred1-<2 1958 mm-def I 
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'" P. '(Tip) O'Neill Jr. (D-Mass.) and ‘station, the_ committee voted 8 to 2 to 
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-“ibe continued past March 31 unless it _ rold E. Ford (D-Tenn.).__“' " j" 
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ress of the . S0 far _ .. ;<_ V 
*?7='canrpr0ducei_some» striking new evi- ~ Sprague m€nti0n8d“_I10 names, notf; 

In 3 
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1 - '" 
. u ‘ n ~v_ press and fiubnc were excluded, spra_ i.‘>».,something of a sensational--nature. ’ seemed clear that the others he had
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Most of yesterday's: -session, how-_=, 

E-‘and former Memphis §po1ice_ detective 

< spiaai@= Siaiislia$;@‘C@1isriracy*
i 

, ,, 
I, 

. 
, '_ ‘ 

- 
1. 

_ 

' 3“ qr‘ 
slowing the resignation of Rep. Henry that _Lee Harvey (_)swald, act- i 

"B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.), who ha_d tried to V ing alone, killed the President. Simi- 
_ 

fire-’spi-ague for-alleged mismanage-. _larly, the FBI; concluded that James 
'_ men; -andainsubordination, the _com- ;Earl Ray, now serving a 99-year_pr1son 
“f"mi_t‘tee__met formally yesterday for the term, was King s lone assassin,_ al- 
5; £1145; time under its new chairman, though a ‘Justice Department task 
"1 Rep.-Louis Stokes (D-Ohio).- :--.~__¢a~,,a r _force _, recently fconceded that _the 

._ _ s 
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-' ~ »- “mi _. nedy and, the Re‘; . Martm , Lumen It._has onlyjthree more weeks to win sources of Raysimoney s _remain_a v 

. 
‘ 

. N ;_v.,.;_‘

8 
E~ 

l"‘dence=;‘~o‘i‘,*,_'}"_;~in ' O’Neill?s;:_;.-"words, - even those of Oswalc"or Ray,‘ but it 
,,"‘.'c,_"1"he Warren Commission, which in- _in mind were in addition to those two 
4;-"'vestigat'ed f.i'l8~~i1963 Kennedy assassi- men.‘He also told the committee that

3 emiiation';with ‘the resources of the FBI - 
' 

there was some information indicating
, 

knew in advance that the; Kennedy as 
sassination “was-aboutbo-occur.” -, .- :1 

ever, was spent~on the-V King murder/*4‘ 
At. a ‘lunch-hour briefing, ,Stokes told 
reporters that __the_-., committee was 
moving with deliberate-.,caution,;_but 
he said there was f‘_a very good possi- t 

bility that_»some witnesses” may be 
called to a: p_i_iblic_ hearing before 
March.31 in an-effortto demonstrate

; 

the need for_continidng the inquiry; 
The new ' "chairman Y‘ would not disc? 

cuss the witnesses who "might testify,-“f 
but lother sources _sa_id t,Wojund_er co'i'i- 
sideration are_f,Ray’s;brother, Jerry, 

Edward "E; Redditt, one-' of two black _: 

plainclothesmen’ assignedfzli to - keep-"2 

.1
l 

ble evidence‘ of'a"“conspii'acy in"'e_ither‘jj -- v'\'$)'_¢Lx~i:>?1',: %X'?4~"»5»;' . -a ii"-iv 1- aw»M 
murder. The_jcc'v=mittee's 73-ménibejé‘ 
stafl has been bogged down byfcontrog 
versy in» recent" ‘ weeks, cut‘ .of£‘.‘from‘> “‘ 
classified FBI; files Qalfii--.;;11II3b18 _'_to ~ 
travel or even ,_,make7§l5ng-distance »_’ 

phdne ¢311§,a._.L:,l.'f Ji.',;:...;._;...T.,. .1, 4., 
Trying to regain _itsj1notnentuin fol-*1 

(:1 .,, § 
_ 
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