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26 February 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 26 February 1976

The Director was on the Hill; General Walters chaired the meeting,
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Berend advised that the National Enquirer plans to pursue COS
‘Cord Meyer for any elaboration or comment he may have on the Enquirer
story concerning President Kennedy's alleged relationship with Mary Meyer.
DDO will alert Meyer to this.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

N
Morning Meeting of 2 March 1976

2 March

1976
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Bolten reported difficulties encountered yesterday
when SSC Counsel Fritz Schwartz objected to an OGC staffer
reading a portion of the SSC's final report. He asked to
be advised of any further problems in this regard.

In response to a note received from the DCI yesterday,
Bolten assured that the Agency would not make any substantive
comments on the SSC's final report. The Director said we
must be careful not to leave the impression that the Agency

-is endorsing the report.’
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30 April 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD .

“~
Morning Meeting of 30 April 1976
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Thuermer noted that Time magazine editors have offered
the Director an opportunity to comment on the SSC report.
The Director asked Thuermer to decline this offer. Thuermer
also advised that Strobe Talbott has withdrawn his request
to see the Director. '

Bolten reported that he will meet with a member of the
House Ethics Committee team investigating the leak of the
HSC report and that the investigator may also wish to talk
with CIA officers who had access to the report.

Bolten suggested that we maintain a good record of
foreign and public reactions to the SSC report for possible
use with our oversight committees to illustrate damage
resulting from publicity of the report. Bolten stated his
belief that the Agency has been hurt most by allegations
of CIA involvement in Watergate and President Kennedy's
assassination. In this connection, he said a study on
the Warren Commission will be published by the SSC next
month; the theme they are developing is that, because of
CIA plots against Castro, the latter retaliated and was
connected with President Kennedy's assassination. Bolten
suggested it might be worthwhile to talk with Senators
Schweicker and Gary Hart, the principals behind the study,
as this could prove more damaging domestically than the
SSC report. In response-to the Director's query, Bolten
said that the SSC thoroughly investigated-allegations of
CIA involvement in the JFK assassination but could find no
indications of such involvement. Chamberlain added that,
although investigations could not prove that Castro knew
about CIA plots against him and took retaliatory action
against JFK, they did not disprove this either.
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3 May 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meei\:‘ing of 3 May 1976
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Calling attention to yesterday's Washington Post
article on AMLASH, Bolten said this is the first time
Cubela's name and the full extent of his activities have
appeared in print. He said this stems from the SSC's report
on assassinations, which gave the journalist, George Crile,
enough information to permit him to piece the story together.
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7 May 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting Minutes of 7 May. 1976

The Director and General Walters were out of the city. Proctor
chaired the meeting.



Bolten briefed on a three-hour session he, John Waller and Ted
Shackley had yesterday with SSC members concerning the Committee's
investigation of the Warren Commission and President Kennedy's assassina-
tion. '

P
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11 May 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 11 May 1976
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The Directer noted continuing inquiries with regard to our alleged
involvement in the Kennedy assagsination. Chamberlain noted that this
matter had been thoroughly reviewed by his office, and the only thing we
were remiss on was perhaps Dulles' not advising the Commission of plots
against Castro, which some theoreticians now feel could have precipitated
Oswald's action.
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12 May 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RIECORD
~

Morning Meeting of 12 May 1976



13-000609

Bolten advised that the SSC will meet tomorrow to
decide a course of action on their investigation of the
Warren Commission and President Kennedy's assassination;
i.e., whether to issue a report and, if so, what kind. He
repeated his opinion that issuance of this report could be
more damaging to the Agency than most other previous revela-

tions (see Morning Meeting Minutes of 30 April and 7 and 11
Mav).
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13 May 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
. AN
Morning Meeting of 13 May 1976

\

The Director was at the White House; General Walters
chaired the meeting.
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Bolten advised that the SSC is meeting today and will
probably call for a special committee to investigate the
"new lcads" they have discovered during their investigation
of the Warren Commission report.
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14 May 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD .

LY
Morning Meeting of 14 May 1976
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Bolten called attention to today's Washington Post
article (attached) concerning the SSC recommendation that
the new oversight committee reopen the investigation of
President Kennedy's assassination. The Director noted that
he intends to call Senator Schweicker to obtain clarifica-
tion of his criticism of CIA and FBI responses to the Warren
Commission investigation of the assassination.

L
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Moicves / /}
S@ught -
JFE Death

By Georse Lardner Jr.

Washin ston Post Stal( Writer
The Scnate intelligeney
committee voled yeslerday
(v recommend a congression-
al investization of the mo-
lives behind the assassina-
tion of Iresident John F.

Kennedy. ,

‘Ihe commitlee toonk the
action at a closed weeting
calted o discuss the resulls
of s special inquiry o
the shortecinings of the B3I,
the Central Intilivence
Ageney and other gevern.
ment azencies thal eipat
investigate the murder.

As chairman of a bve-
member subcommitiee that
tock up the enntroversial is.
suc, Sen. Cary W Hart ()
Coleo lold reporters thal he
had seen wo cvidence to in-
validale e Warren Com-
mission's Tinding that lLec
Narvey Oswalil was Kenne-
¢x's lone assassin,

Bt he adeded that “live ves
maininz question, which the
Warren Commission did nut
answer, was “why?' "

“It's In that arca” Hart
gald, “that 1 think th2 lin-
gering doubts remaln.”

The other subvommitlee
member. den. Richanl 8,
Schweiker (1-1Pa) predicted
that the conunittce would

- pelense a faivly detailed awl,

he hirted, troubling report
laler this montit on failures
of the original investizalion
of the Prosident’s deaih and
nageiny issucs that nned to
be pursuerd.

Sehweiker indicated that
he was nal persuaded that
Osuald actedd alene or vvey
that Qzwaid rired any of the
hullets that day in Dallas. =1
have aiways guestioned the

Wareen Commisslon finding
abont winer did it and how it .

was wone,” ae wold reporieva
*aly sl months oo thig sub-
Covn e e wad
[ .o [T
Tt tunshiuatde [ h':l l-.’:

about to go. out of husiucss,

WASHINGTON.POST

reconimended that the new

inquiry. be undertaken by
the permancent Senate intel-
livence oversight commitlee

the Senale is considering es-
tahlizhing. . .
Meanwhile,  documents

just made public by the CIA
in response to a frecdom-of-
information lawsuit showed
that CIA officials were talk-
Ing of assassinating Cuban
Proemier Fidel Castro and
his Mosest advisers in carly
Alarch of 1860, apparentiy
just a few days belore sc-
cret planning for a Cubin
invasion was approved by
the Elsenhower adminisira-
tion.» }

Some critics of the War-
ren Commission’s work have
susgmested  hat  Kennedy's
1963 murder may have been
in retaliatlon for the CL\'s

rcported  sponsorship - of
plots to kill Caslvo.
Othurs * have contended

thal Lic aseassinalion could
be traced to anti-Castro Cu-
ban exllcs bilter at Kennedy
for lhe failure of the Bay ol
" Pigs invosion and for his
‘sceral geastures toward rap-
prochement with the Cuban
premier just before he was
killed.
. In a 1875 memo;drafled
for the Rackefeller commis
sion. a presidentially ap-
peinted pancl thal looked
jnto ClA ahuses, and made
. pubdlic last month, C1A coun-
terintellizence offleials sald
they still Telt, as they did in
1964, that the Warren Com-
mission report should have
ziven more credence to the
possibiiity of a farelzn con-
spiracy In lizht of promising
Ieads that were not pursued.,
The Scnate Intelligence
commiltee's invesligation of
CiA-snonsored . assassinalion
plots  showed that lie
Scheming  azainst  Castro
continued - after Kennedy's
death.
Even on Nov, 22, 1963, the
.day Kennedy was shol in
Pallag, a high-ranking CI\
offlzial was meeting in Paris
with a sccrel agent who was
2 Castro inlimale to offer
him a pen rigied with a pol
son hypodermic needle for
usc on the Cuban premiocr.
The heavily ccnsored CIA
. assassinalion documen!s
mar: public  veslerday
teusied Rt oniv an o asten,
It iss on nlaer fnr~en
dCidi 13 aitled I roips o ot
~ tempted conps wilh vavious
. degrees of U8, backing.

-

The documenls were re-

+ lcased by Robert Borosage
. of the non-profit Center for .

Natlonal Security Studies as
part of a frecdom-ol-infor.
mation project jointly spon-
sored wilth (he American
Civil Liberties Union.

The records were all made

. availahle last year -lo the

Rockelcller Commission and

then lo the Scnale commit-

lee. presumably with fewer
deletions, ‘

DOne six-page  dncument,
dated May 13, 1961, tilled
“Cl\ Covert Aclivilies. Do-
minican Republic” had ev-
erything excised from it ex-
cept part of onc paragraph.
It pointed out that the CJIA
had supplied "internsl onpo--
silion leaders” with

.33 cal. vevolvers, three car-

*bines and accompanyving am-

munition as “personal de-
fensc weapons altendant lo -

their nrejected cfforls o

* neutratize Trujitio.”

According to authoritative

sources. (ie CIA lold the
Whitle llouse én (hat same
May 13, 1061, report that it
also had ‘sbme sabmachine
guns anrl grenades in Clae
dad Trujillo which could be
provided to the anli-T'rujillo
gtoup ¥ the go-ahead were
given.

The spy agency, however,

" deleted this from the docu-

ment it cave Borosage.
ACLU nationat stalf coun-

sel Jalin U1, F. Shatiuck said

veslerday that he would con-

* tinue pressing In court for

" theaCIA .

.'.! YL e e

more detaila,

He saild  he would
“suzpendt judgmentl” a5 lo
whether - the Roclefcller

Commisslon gol still more -

docunents that have yel to
he acknowledged in any
fashion.

According to the records
reicased vesterday, Castro's
assassination was mentioned
as cariy as dMarch 9, 1960,
during a meeting of the
ClA's  “Branch 4 /- Task
Fotce." Presiding was Col.
J. C. King, the chiel of the
Western Hemisphere Divi-
sion wilhin the CI\'s Direc-
toratle of Plans.

e told the meeting thal
Direclor  Alan
nillsg was “precspling a
at niior pager” o the

3 Soewrite Canneil's
b Comnattee,” which su-
eirvised roverl operalions. .

14 BAY w6

" The heavlly censored '
memorandum for tite reenrd
added: *“Col. King stated
that (deleted) unless Fidel
and Raul Castro and Che
Gnevara could be elimi- -
nated in one packace—
which is highly unlikely— !
this operalion can be a long,
drawn-oul affaic and the °
present  government  will -
anly be overthrown by the
use of force.” :
~ Following the 1961 dceba- °
cle at the Bay of Pigs, Presi-
dent Kennedy approved an
all-out sceret war of sabo- |,
fage ant propaganda arainst :
the Castro regime under the
]

! cede name “Operation Mon

three : -

foose,” whose de facto boss |
was Altorney General Rob-
ert F, Kennedy.

Reporting on a !Mongoose
meeling” on Ocl: 4. 1062,
shovtly hefore the Cuban
missile crlsis, then-ClA DI-
reclor John McCone noted
that Robert Kennedy, as
chairman. made plain his
and the President’s
“clissatisfactlon with lack of
ac¢llon in the sabolage ficld.”

The documents showed
that the legacy of assassina-
tion involvement conlitucd

. to pursue the ClA even af-

ter last year's investigations
were starting Lo hring them
to the suriace,

In carly April of 1975. n
few weeks before the firal

© LS. evacuation of South VI.
- elnam,

for inslance, CIA
headquarters here was cvi-
dently told of a “potentlal
coup” helng planned szainst
Scuth Vietnamese President
Nyuven Van ‘Thleu In hopes
that the change would bring
continucd American support
Ior the beleqguered countr;.

The CIA reacted with
deep alznin, fucled by mem-
orics of the 1963 coup that
resulled In the death of

" Preshdent Ngo Dinh Diem. -

“tith Dicm president and
current allegations acgainst
our agency,” then-CIA Di.
rcclor Willlam E. Colby ca-
bled Saigon on April 4, 19735,

it wonld be both Insiitu-

tional and nalional disaster

Il there were any remote

conncclion hetween us and
such an event . . . I{ things

- get complicaled at all, ad-
: vise and 1 will recommend

slrongest cffort o faciiilate
Tiacew e Cenly za1e pas-
eage ginl haven.”
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17 May 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD. )

Morning Meeti\ng of 17 May 1976
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Bolten noted that Senator Schweicker has accused the
Agency of lying to the Warren Commission and indicated he
has new leads regarding President Kennedy's assassination.
He said the SSC may charge us with noncooperation, as they
believe we are holding out on documents they have requested
but which in fact do not exist or we cannot find.
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18 May 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 18 May 1976

N



Bolten reported that during the course of the day he hopes to satisfy
Senator Schweiker's request for material related to the Warren Commis-
sion,
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21 May 1976

MEMORANDUM_FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meetin® of 21 May 1976

S

The Director was at the White House, and General
Walters was detained at a meeting. Proctor opened the
meeting.
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Bolten called attention to George Lardner's article
in today's Washington Post (attached) concerning the Warren
Commission investigation and stated his belief that the SSC
will recommend further investigation by the new Senate

oversight committee.
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‘Of CIA Plots, -

Taiet 14 b ‘-‘;

‘-uf-‘-,

On Castro'; %

Washington Post Staff Writer .-

e a0

Top FBI officials knew of’
Central Intelligence: Agency
plotting to- kill’ Cuban .Pre--
mier— Pidel-, Castro at- the.
time the bureau was: lnvesu-
“gating the -assassination’ ol

President Kennedy, it: \vaxS
learned yesterday. o
The late;FBI. Director J;:
Edgar. Hoover never inforrm.:
ed the* WarremCommlsalon,
of the scheming against Cas<:
tro-‘and,~according- to Sen.:
Richard «.S.» Schweiker " (B«
Pa.), may also have-concealx!
ed-the Information from.thé}
FBI agents’ assigned - tovu,ln-x~
vestigate~.the.. Presxdents -3
murdu' e -\-.ilui P2y v-,_ mexrs “4“‘,

“The fact. that they-would: B!

-'w:thhold “information - from.

"an investigation:of this k:ln.d, i

-has. rather<'chilling lmpllm»t
.tions,” said David. W. Belin.>:
\who' served as an assistant:)

- counsel: - ior: the. - Warren:
“One of © thed-
- things ‘we were looking " at.o«
‘was whether there was any;! 3!
" Castra. lnvolvement in the:

‘Commission.””

Konnedv assassinatlon” ‘¥
Some- critics of the Warw,.

. ren- Commlsslon have aug—r

. gested:; that- the President .

. was-killed in. retaliation for;"’

" the-"CEA-sponsored plottlnz
agalmtnCastro.
. Schreiker, 2 member ol’-
the Senate-intelligence com-
last week
vot.ed,to'\recommend a new
‘. congressfonal inquiry into
. the agsassination, sald Sen-
ate: invéstigators have just

; startedltnexaxnlne belatedly
" discoygred: FBI files con-
emlndCaat.r

. AnSUFBEY; apokesman te-
1 *comment when
Wiy the documents.

The Senate commiltee re-

queste&m such records
moret.hana.year ago. )
May 8 letter to Attory

neral “Edward H.

3' was released
-yeatefd’a Schweiker said
thab*‘

Hly received ma.
enl that the FBI,
?d knowledge o!

,LASH’ plot,
¢k there even exists
if1d captioned ‘Plans
\ ?’le' Cuban Lead-

Vet
$K :was the CIA’s

, ;,and Castro inti-
¢y ¥inamed

: n2C Rolando

" Cu ghom the spy

. agen ?:qmed in 1961 as
-_A&, Col. 1

s

E* Bl E&new

—-*o‘*

FBII&mnAl'"
in lmpoxmnt""asset"'insu]

“Cuba; Dventually, in’ the fallzx
7 Reof+ 1963—‘early September“ Fiittee
w Wy one accountrAM LASHI, Ghufch- (D-1daho) asked the

'm

"1._|\e :work . for,yl.he iy nl

evulenl:e.: Oy :
'Senaler intelhgence com-
“Chairman

' ’;.’-expzeswd a esire’ to plan x:Justice; Deparpment, includ- ]

. O”Cashos “execuuon .
r" ‘President Kennedy was

J'—J

Jcllled in Dallas on Nov. 22,

) -5‘1963 That same .day, the-

¢

-Senate committee has re- -
--‘ported two CIA officlals, in-.

ascluding one who held him-...

'-'\elt out as

,,z.mg the ;FBImore’ than " a’,

year ago for prompt deliv-
_ery” of anyh documents
'+ “which rélate to the subject
‘of -planned or attempted or
-actual assixssmallons carried

**.aepresenlative ol Attorney ""‘behalf of;- the United States

,".General |Robert- FJ] Ken-.

\government, -including the’

..med\' ». met with AM LASH: 'Cer_\tral Intelligence Agency:":

-'..m .Paris and offered him:a# _
:‘hnll-poinl pen rigged with-a:;
.polson h)’podermlcxneedle,

e‘for use against Castro."
*.spurned thedeyicerasitoo

;-even after the’. Kennedy—

isuﬂnahon.mﬁ@

v 3 'L\

S vérhe; spyt agency "delivered .

sarms to “hinit it (Cuba:.in"":
anrch -and’Junéiof 1964, ac-

wyordingto the \Eenate com-'

P

“temlmaled all contact

odiated for reasons, rclated
¢ ‘oaecurity. ywlb o L
‘:-’Whenu first. adlsclosed

n’

~wvyear,” the negotiations. with
% wZAM LASH seemed to offer a.;

striking illustration :of evi-
Mdence. ithe

"'cron in-its inquiry. info .the

{fpresident’s: murder. - Now “it:.
"appears that the FBI, which'- while poring over other ATec-.,
' L)ild lhe‘ prunary lnvesllgaw ords oy g

o

- -,,,_-
o et

awlthAM LASH and his as®; - paying $150,000 to hire some*

ln1

3 CIA - withheld
p;from :the Warren ' Commis- .- across cross-references

‘Committee officials said

ous ‘memos bearing: on the."

Sy _..:* iCIA's enlistment of Mafia
Xv' LAM ':LASH{','_ -nPPal'enﬂY' “!leaders In an -earlier ettort
!#'t0 kill Castro} :
~-unsophisticated,but-the CIA =T A acording to pné‘of’ thes'e
*kept, sporisoring his- efforts .. gocuments, a 1962 memoran-
;. .dum by Hoover, both.the: :
“FBI director and Attorney

General -Kennedy -*.'were .
. .dwate at that - tnme ‘1hat

=*ClA had hired Robert: AZ
: Maheu, a private..detective -
“ﬂnittetk'sﬂndmgsrdnd it was ="in Washington, D.C., to -ap
. proach .[Mafid Boss Sam]-Gi-'¢.

ancana with a proposition of

gunmen to o lnto Cuha to,. misslon -

- kill Castro.” - - - "‘1 WL

had -.
,wf

“eration
"'lerminated .

to”
-the additional FBI assassina-
.tion files several weeks ago

g u\e hame

‘Frank®

o

"out either withirrthe United -
“the persopal '-Slatcsor .abroad by, or on

-all; they received were vari . «

= “commlss‘lonf

Senate investigators came ‘

:,{/m&f;.f o L
f it )}L7
b

/7 7

Y
/ 5"";¢'f

/17@

" Schweiker

. e e sscinOEr- ot
'-l.he lntelhgence subcommlt-

+~'tee that- ‘has been revleulng

“the shortcommgs of the de-w

ective work that was done

: said he_ ‘wrote hig. May6 let.

S ’ter to: Lievi after several un-

successtul efforts. to secure
access .to the- documents
from the FBI, ’

- Justice- Department
spokesman Robert Havel
.- said yesterday afternoon

" that a lelter is being pre-

pared for Levi explaining
why the records. were not
. turned over earlier, Havel
- said he did not know the ex-
'act reasons but added: -

- I understand it was just
an 'oversight. They were in

PR . .several boxes

i "The “Warren . Commission

“ivas -appointed by, President -

Johnson a week after Ken-
~nedy's .assassination,.
" completed its work.on Sept.
+:24¥:1964, in a hurfy-up at-

A mosphere,fostered by the

“chairman, * the late Chlef
Justice Earl Warren.

" signed to the Warren Com-
inquiry: and  the
nught

. Reportedly, howevex* 'Ken+ 1 been deprived of. the infor-
M .ﬂ'he. ‘Washington -Post *last:: - nedy was told, lnaecuralely“ -mation” about" theCIA plot.
~as it turned out, that the op- i .
been NS
“ - “*certainly was nothing like
- that ever given to the War-

ting against Castro:s
Belin added.. tha.t “there

ren Commission.” He noted
; that FBI documents were
mppued A0 the commisaion
‘in- & ‘continuingeflogyy'ail

~. < {ransmitted undét the signa.

SN

ture.of-J. Edgar Hoover.”
implied
the recently discovered FBi
files about the plots to kil
Castro were dated before
the Warren Commission
concluded jts work, but re-
fused to confirm this.

. Other sources, however,
said the files show that the
FBI koew of the ClA's AM
‘LASH plot by the summer
.of '1964, before the Warren
Commission had stopped

checkmg'onﬂ‘t:arleus 1eads. 3

:‘»Morgap(n-
).!"-anothéramember of;
iheinfelllgenct :conipmiffe..]
has1 volced ‘the: -- suspicion-
that Cubeld - 'was -actballyha .
double agent for"Castro; ¥+’

-‘ I any ‘casé;»the Warren:.,

 Commission was unaware of
his_aétiyities. It -concluded

,.l.hat there was “no credible
K evidence" that:anyone but .
-Lee Harvey Oswald was in-

Volved in.the 'Presldent’s as-
sassination.  and ‘"no evi-
dence that the Soviet Union
.or Cuba were involved . ..”

IR o TH

and’

rSchweiker speculated yes- .
terday in a telephone inter-
view that the FBI agents as- -

have °

that ~

-for-the Warren ‘Commission, '_
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26 May 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
N

Morning Meeting of 26 May 1976

\

The Director was hosting a Congressional'breakfast,
and General Walters was in Norfolk. Proctor opened the
meeting.
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- .

Bolten reported that the SSC will have its final meet-
ing today to receive a 200-page report, with a 30-page
annex, on its Subcommittee investigations of the Warren
Commission. The report will be circulated to Executive

Branch agencies after the SSC has passed on it.

e
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11 June 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
: ~

Morning Meeting of 11 June 1976
Y

The Director and General Walters were out of the c1ty
Wells chaired the meeting,

Chamberlain noted that yesterday we submitted a
rebuttal to the SSC Subcommittee report on cooperation with
the Warren Commission and that Scott Brecklnrldge will
discuss the matter this morning with Sendtors Schweicker
and Gary Hart.
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14 June 1976

MEMORANDUM FO&_THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 14 June 1976

\

The Director was out of the city. General Walters
chaired the meeting.
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Calling attention to the CBS interview with Frank
Sturgis in which it was alleged Sturgis was a CIA man,
Thuermer said the Agency issued a formal statement in 1975
that Sturgis had never been associated with CIA. Thuermer
said CBS had previously called him, referring to a New
York Daily News story concerning Maria Lorenz (attached),
but had not mentioned the Sturgis connection.
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21 June 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 21 June 1976

~
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Bolten reported that Senator Church's SSC will issue its final report,
on CIA and FBI cooperation with the Warren Commission, on 23 June.
Based on circumstantial evidence, the repott comes close to charging the
FBI and CIA with a cover-up or deliberate failure to provide information
to the Warren Commission., It also recommends that the matter be pur-
sued by Chairman Inouye's SSC; Bolten said it is his understanding that
Inouye will await public and press reaction to the report before deciding
whether to investigate further. The Director asked that background in-
formation on this report and on recent allegations by a Chilean intelli-
gence officer (see Morning Meeting Minutes of 10 June 1976) be provided
to Falkiewicz for bhandling of press inquiries. Bolten suggested that, if
press queries on the SSC report become intense, Falkiewicz be prepared
to say more than '"'no comment"; e. g., a statement that the judgments of
the report are highly speculative and based on circumstantial evidence.
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24 June 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 24 June 1976

~
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Falkiewicz called attention to David Binder's article in today's New
York Times (attached) and noted that, in comparison to other stories on
the subject, it is a good one. Bolten later commented that Senators Church
and Hart disassociated themselves from Senator Schweiker's "cover-up"
accusations against CIA and the FBI.




3-00000

[

-
b

FBI-CLA LASITY

CARERREDT FOUD

Senate Unit Asserls Their
Efforl Was Inadequate in
Assassination Inquiry

—— —— s

" By DAVID BINDER

Sneciae 19 T2 e ‘cork Times
WASHINGTON, June 23—The
Scnate Sclect Committee on In-
telligence Activitics said in a
report today that tie Federal
Burcau of investigation and the
Central Inteligence Agency had
failed to fullill their obligations
in investigating the assassina-
tion in 1963 of President Ken-
nedy. )

While concluding that there
was no ncw cvidence “suffi-
cient to justify a conclusion
that there was a conspiracy to
assassinate President Kennedy,”
the report called for a follow-
up investigation of the murder
by the new Senate Intelligence
com.mitiet,

The teport is the filth and last
lissued by the Sciect Committee,
bwhich was set up to study zov-
crnmental intelligence  actlivi-
ties. Provious reports dealt with
Wl-1s ausinst lives of (oreign
iloaders, covert operations and
hire history of the C.LA
* Tne ING-page dncument dealt
eatirel_ with the performance}
of the Federal Government's;

* inteltigence agencies, domestici.

ard fereign, with regard to the
investigation of the Kennedy
murder.

It said that the C.LA. leader- -
ship had ignored the possibility *

. nlized that C.LA. operations
_against Cuba, particularly op-

- considered in the investigation.
_Yet the directed their subordi-

of a connection betwcen ils :

own assassination altempts
apainst Prime Minister Fidel
Castro of Cuba and the murder
of President Kennedy. .
Further, it arcused the C.LA.’
of having deccived the investi-
galory commission headed by
Chicl Justice Earl Warren about|.
its knowlevge of facts relating
to the aesassination.
Specifically, the report saic}.

- critizized and its reputation!

-~

" cused nacrowly on Lee Harvey

that Allen. W. Dulles, Directorf -

of Central Inteltigence until thej.

sprina of 1902, had never il
iy Waran Comnussion of tas
Kreswisgze ol Previ g as: visie
atem  pords  oganst  Pnme
Minister Castro, which covid.

have provoksd Cuban re ..-a”

tory acticns..

.chosen

-ing all possibilities of conspir-

NEW YORK TIMES

It added tnat the C.LA. hadl
also failed to disclose its spon-
sorship of a Cuban agent, code-
named Am/Lash, who had been
to organize a coup
against Mr. Castro (rom 1861
to 1965, and i possible to kill
him. Nor was Am/Lash, in
reality a Cuban physician
named Rolando Cubelo, who
was close to Mr, Castro, ever
askedsgbout the Kenncdy assas-
sinatjon, tho report said.

Oswald's Role

With regard to the role of
Lee Harvey Oswald, who is
generally held to have been the
lone assassin of President Ken-
nedy, the report says:

*Senior C.LA. officials should
have realizerd that their agency]
was not utilizing its full capa-
bility to investizate Oswald's
pro-Castro and anti-Castro con-
nections. They should have re-

eralions involving the assassi-
nation of Castro, nceded to be

nates to conduct an investiga-
tion without telling them of
these vital facts.”

The report noles that the
Warren Commission had been
told flatly by the C.LA. that it
had “no cvidence of foreign.
conspiracy.”

As for the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, the report said
that its Director, the late J. Ed-
ward Hoover, had been so pre-
occupied witth what he de-
scribed as a possible “smear”
of the bureau in connection
with Oswald that he had neg-
lected to call for a broad and
unprejudiced inquity into the|
murder, . S

ted States in March 1964 and

Pressure on Hoover Clted

After noling that ‘Mr, Hoover|
had been "pressured by higherj:
Government officials” tn con-}'
clude the F.B.I investigation|
swiftly, the repert said:

“The F.B.I. conducted its in-
vestigation in an atmosphere
of concern among senior bu-
reau officials that it would be

garnlshed. Rather than address-
ing its investipation to all sig-
nificant circumstances, inciud-

acy, the F.B.L investigation fo-

Oswald." -

As a result of the C.LLA, and
F.B.I, deficlencies, the Senate
report - nsserted, the Warren
Commissinn was unnble lo per-
farm a tirrourh investigation
or lo reach definitive cenclu-
sions.. .. .- |

A B R

P% |

The report said it was “siill

"o " g .
> unclear” why both agencies

“had faiied to fuilill their duties,
but suggested . as  mntives:
“eencern  with public reputa-
tion, problems of toordination

.; belween_agencies, possible bu-
. reaucratic failure and embar-
-rassment, - and extreme -com-

_partmentation of knowledge of
sensilive operations.”

Fallurc to Follow Leads .
As.a result of the shortcom-

- Ings, the report went on, two

important leads on a passible
Involvement of persons other
than Oswald went unpursued.

The first lead, it said, con-
cerned an.unidentified passen-
ger who boarded a Cuban Air-
lines flight frem -Mexico City
to Cuba at 10:30 P.M. Dec. I,
1963, nine days after the mur-
der in Dallas. The C.LA. repor
al the time noted that the flight
had been delayed to pick up
the stranger, who <id not gc
through Mexican customs ant
who rode in the cockoit of the
airliner, There was no follow
up by the.C.LA., the repor
said.

The second lead clted in the
report involved a Cuban-Ameri
can who crossed (rom Texas
to Mexico on Nov. 23, 1963,
the day after the murder, and
went on to Cuba. This person

reportedly returned to the Unit-

was described by an informant
as “involved in the assassina-
tion.” But neither the C.LA. nor
the F.B.1. followed up on this
tip, the report said.

Becznse of the shortcomings
and the remaining doubts, the
select committee concluded
with a recommendation that
the permanent Senate intelli-
gence committee headed - by
Daniel K. inouwye, Democrat of
Haswaii, “"continue the investi-

‘aticn in 20 atiempt o resolve

‘these quesiicns.” . -
The sepoit was prepared by
two memters of the select com<

mittee, Gary Hart, Democrat of
Colnrado, ~#nd  Richard S.
Schweiker, Renubiicit of Penn-
sylvania, and a staff of (ive. .
At a news coyference this
non, Mr. Schweiker accused
both the C.LA. and the FB.L
of “a cover-up” with regard to
the Kenredy assassination in-
quiry. He said Uhat the entire
alfair remaincd  “2 jigsaw,”
wilh some of the pieces miss-
ing. Mr. Hart onnd Senator
Frarnk Church (e Idaho Demo-
ctat whe headed the select
comnmittee, iz entzd from the
t"eover-up”  judument hat also

24 il 175

lurged a new investigation of
the unexplored leads. »
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25 June 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 25 June 1976

N
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Falkiewicz reported that he telephoned Ron Nesson yesterday to
complain about remarks troublesome for the Agency made by Nesson in
response to press queries concerning the SSC report on the Warren Com-
mission investigation of President Kennedy's assassination., The Director
thanked Falkiewicz for taking such action,
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28 June 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 28 June 1976
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Falkiewicz noted Senator Schweiker's 27 June appearance on "Face
the Nation" (attached) and his call for reopening the Kennedy assassination
investigation.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 29 June 1976

29 June 1976



13-00000

.

~

The Director noted that Senator Schweiker had spoken
with him yesterday about difficulties he encountered with
Scott Breckinridge's presentation on the Kennecdy assassina-
tion/Warren Commission topic but went on to advise that he
had no particular grief against the Agency.

N
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7 July 1976

MEMORANDUM TFOR THE.RECORD
. .

Morning Meeting of 7 July 1976
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The Director asked if we are aware of Chairman Inouye's
position on further investigating President Kennedy's assas-
sination, as recommended by the Church Committee report.
Bolten advised that, prior to issuance of the Church Committee
report, Inouye told the press that he would wait six months
and then make a decision. Bolten added that it appears
Inouye wishes to see how much pressure builds up to continue
the investigation. The Director ‘asked if there are papers
pertaining to the Kennedy assassination which are locked up
until some later date. Knoche replied that the post-mortem
examination of the President involved photographs and other
items which have been sealed up at the request of the Kennedy
family. The Director asked if the Church Subcommittee that
investigated the assassination ever requested anything which
the Agency was unwilling to give them. Bolten replied nega-
tively and said that Scnator Schweiker has acknowledged that
the Agency gave him everything they asked for. DBolten added
that there is always a possibility that a document related
to a request could turn up because it was filed in a way
that it could not be found. Knoche added that, although we
believe we cooperated as fully as possible, Bolten is taking
another look to make doubly sure that this is correct.
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12 July 1976

MEMORANDUM {OR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 12 July 1976
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»

Knoche noted the allegation by Frank Sturgis that
Jack Ruby met in Havana with Castro ten weeks before the

N or assassination of President Kennedy (as reported in the
/M -9 July Washington Star, article.attached) and commented
1t e, that Ruby was apparently in Havana in 1962 and 1963. e

added that this topic was covered in the Rockefeller Commis-
sion Report, page 252; that Sturgis was not a CIA employee;
and that Lapham and Falkiewicz were occupied over the weekend
in dealing with various inquiries related to the allegation.
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3 August 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 3 Aupgust 1976
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Bolten advised that there was an item on this morning's ABC TV
alleging that President Kennedy was assassinated by ""Saul,'" who met in
this building with Hugh C. MacDonald. The Director provided a summary
of the ABC story to Malanick and he will check to see whether a Hugh C.
MacDonald was ever in this building (see attached). '
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3 August 1976

REFERENCES TO CIA ON TELEVISION NEWS

\ TUESDAY, 2 AUGUST 1976, 0700-0800 HOURS

Hugh C. MacDonald, a career law enforcement official was inter-
/Qiewed by Rona Barrett on ABC's "Good Morning America". MacDonald
- claims he was a frequent free-lance employee of the CIA and it was
at the CIA Headquarters where he first met the man he calls "Saul"...

the man he believes kiiled President John Kennedy. Mr. MacDonald has
‘written a book titled On His Search for Saul.
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9 August 1976

~ MEMORANDUM Fos THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 9 August 1976



13-00000

Providing the Director a memorandum regarding Agency contacts with
John Roselli, Malanick stated that we had no formal contract with Roselli
but that we did have some contact with him in Florida and reimbursed him
for some expenses he incurred.
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Berend requested the Director's guidance in the event he receives
- press queries as to whether the Agency and White House have been in touch
\\\J concerning allegations against CIA which appear in the September issue
of Playboy (see attached AP ticker). The Director stated that Berend
should reply that, upon hearing the allegation,.the Director immediately
notified the White House and is in the process of informing our Congres-
sional oversight committees to ensure that they understand there is no
validity to the allegations.
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10 August 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 10 August 1976

N
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. Falkiewicz called attention to an article in the Newport News press
alluding to Congressman Thomas Downing's recommendation that the
Warren Commission report be re-examined. It was noted that Senator
Baker has recédved a letter from Lee Harvey Oswald's wife, and the
Director alluded to our planned response to Congresswoman Abzug on this
topic, observing that this whole matter promises to be a continuing problem.

Bolten reported that Senator Hart is upset over'a WMAL report that
he would not rule out an Agency connection with the murder of John Roselli,

g
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CE:.. .RAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WasHINGTON,D.C. 20505

August 10, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DDCI

. .
FROM: George Bush
' Director 677
SUBJECT: Meeting with Senators Baker and Inouye
ATTENDING: Clarence Kelley, Jim Adams, and Oné
. Other, FBI

Messrs. Miller, Madigan and Liebengood,
" Committee Staff

Senators Baker and Inouye

George Cary

George Bush

Two subjects were covered:
1. The Roselli Matter

Baker asked what we could do about this. 1 told him I
felt nothing. Inouye was disinclined to have a hearing. I said
that I would like to see an FBI study if there were, as Inouye
had indicated, a lot of suggestions around that CIA might have
killed Roselli. I expressed my indignation at the thesis but
said the Agency would want to see a full FBI investigation.
Kelley indicated that the Attorney General decided the FBI should
not investigate this matter. It was agreed that Inouye, Kelley
and I would all talk to Attorney General Levi about this.

2. Playboy Story on CIA/Hughes, etc.
| Inouye would welcome an investigation by his Committee

on this outrageous article. I believe Inouye will commission a
staff study in which we would cooperate fully.

o\_UT'O/v
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SEORE I

" Frankly, these continuing allegations about CIA burn me up and
I told the group that sometimes I felt a little paranoid about
all of this, though there was no evidence that there was an
orchestrated‘tampaign to tear down the Agency. I cited stories
based on information required through, "freedom of information,
as continuing to plague us, resurrecting warmed-over data
and then having it run as if it were brand new. I guess we
will just haye to contend with this for a while longer.
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" T ARIICLE APPEARED
ON PAGE __ .5

‘ ‘TheNation '
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10 AUGUST 1975

Baker Asks Data on Roselli Death

Sen. Howard Baker, R-Tenn., says he will ask
the FBI and the CIA to provide any information it
has on the murder of John Roselli, an underworld
strongarm man and gambler who lestified he
made several CIA-sanctioned atlempls lo assassi-
nate Fidel Castro. ' ’

Baker, a member of the new Senate Intelligence
Commitlee, sald yesterday that he would talk with
the committee’s chairman, Sen. Daniel Inouye,
about whether the pancl should investigate links
between the slaying of Roselli that ol Sam Gianca-
na, who was slain in his Chicago home in June
1975. "'Both agreed to lestify on the same subject,”
Baker said. "Both were involved in the same
assassination operation.”

ey

Justice Silent on Mercenary Probe

The State Depatitment has turned information
on recruitment of U.S. mercenaries lo fight in
Africa over to the Justice Department for possible
proseculion, Assl. Secretary of State William
Schaufele Jr..told the House International Rela-
tions investigations subcommitlec.

..- But Deputy Asst. Atly. Gen. Robert L. Keuch re-
fused yeslerday lo give details on an FBI investi-.
gation into allegations of recruitment of 25 1o 39
Amecricans Chairman Lee Hamilton, D-Ind., said
Justice has been investigating for a year withoul
results. - ‘ _

Sthaulele said that “'we attempted to discourage

Americans from going to Angola as mercenaries.” 4

e
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UNCOVERING THE SECRET WORLD
OF NIXXON, HUGHES AND THE CIA
including

The Buying of the President

The Worlds Biggest Intelligence Front

The War Within the Hughes Empire
The Untold Story Behind Vatergate |

Of all the mysteries surrounding the Watergate !
affair, perhaps the strangest is that in this, the most

thoroughly investigated burglary in history, no pub-
licly aceepted motive for the break-in itself has ¢y
been established. A vague notion that a group of
Republican-sponsored burglars decided o pet some
divt on the Democrats and did so seithout knocking
is still widely belicoed. Lost in the bonanza of books
and movies about wha did it and how it was doae is
the central question: \Why did it haprpen?

In the vecent past, some acconnis—nolably. |,
Authony Lulkas’ massive 1Walerpate stndy, “Night-
wmare”=luive suggested that both the oward Tughes
organization and the CId had connections with
WWatergate, And some important picces of the puzzle
were pul in filnce by a fese of the investigators an San
Ervin's Senate VWalergale conmmitlee. Bot the puzzle
was never made whole, the picces never scemed 1 fil.

A set of nnusual civenmstances led viavuoy to un-
dertale an investigation of Huoghes and the CLV and
to get a fulley picture of Walergote, Pavt I of our
report will examine the links betieeen Floghes ond
the Cld and the coents leading up lo Walergate,
Part 11, ta appear in Novemler, will examine the
cover-ufr that suecceded and will vexeal howe neiesen
c e enliledd 30 T d e v o whieasd The wdieidee ey

PART §
A SURVIVOR'S NOTEROOKS

To sort.ol ke the 1enm Watargate and
Link it to Howard Lughes, 1 think, is really
wnfaie, ~—BOB WOUDWARD, A [oil 25,1976

IN THE SFRING OF 1955, 2 prunnnetd Vitgino Gongilez
(no relatiom (o Lavrence Conzales) drafied an allulavit

that wirs exetated in Mexico City, Inothe swore docu-
ment, he caims o Le an ex=CIA azemt who was s
signed b alie ageney a0 cioniter the aetivities of
Jolhn Meier, o fover ughes exconsive. At the end
ol 19717 Vingine Genacdier sorme, T was onedered 1o an
assiziment e e Liede ) seomiteaime hies ativities o
Jobe Meier aned was sbvven w bz on hi. L . This Ble
showed thiae Meier cane frem New Yok, his cnly
Dusiness lite amd Jiow b janed Hhnghes and e :\ln:nmll
the wirlergronnd Innden ! iesting in Nevaea, The was
piving the AEC @ hard vine on heluli of Hughes™”
Meier, a compuier espert amd envicommenalist
wha had worked o Lhagiies off aond o singe 1939,
wias aeht o Las Viegas Iy Hughes to evaluare environ-
mentd peoblems. Beloe Hlughes moved o Vegas in
November 1966, he wanteld Meier to give him a full
repwort on the effects of atomie testime an 1the Nevada



13-00000

Ry

12 August 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 12 August 1976

The Director was en route to Georgia to brief Presidential candidate
Carter, and the DDCI was meeting with Senator Hart; Wells chaired the
meeting.

.
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Bolten called attention to the attached editorial in today's Washington
Post, "Who Killed John Roselli?" Cary reported on the differences between
Senators Baker and Inouye with regard to a Congressional investigation -
- and Senator Baker's efforts to reverse the Justice position that this matter
is not within FBI jurisdiction. : '
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WASHINGTON POST

i rvbo oL
[

‘\‘v‘ I"RE GOING TO tofl you a litile story row.
"Y1 Oncethere was a President who was murdercd.
His brother was murdered too, A lope titie after they
dicd soime very stranse facts came Lo Jight. It tiened
out that while they were ranning the government,
the government was teving to get Lvo Sefia mebsters
to arrange the murdgr of someone elic-~the head of
a small, hostile ueiphher state, | also turned out that
one biother—the one wiw was President--appar-
ently had a cinlfriend who was the girl(riend as well

-of the mobsters. And one of the mobsters, whose

nickname was Momo, was prominent on the list of
criminals the President’s brother was trying to put in
jail. The story may sound complicated, but life is com-
plicated, aad the complications in this case got cven

“more $0. For when a commiltee of the Congress

wanted e Uvo mohsters e come and (2] them some-
thing about all this, only ene of themm—the one
named Johnny— came. The other one, Momo, was
inurdered in his house a week before they wanted
Lim i lestify. Johnny, however. {old his story Lo one
cotnmittee in the Congress and then came back—qui-
etiv—ta tell some more thiags o anvther commitice
which was in tact leokivg into the murder of the
President. Then Johnny went to Florida. Then no ene
could find Wi, Then some fishermen found him.
Dead. in an ol drum.

But we haven't toid you the strangest part of ali
vel, the part you're really not going o believe. it is
that when the zreat national political community of
solons, seribes, policeiacn, spies and inanagers of the
general- weltheing heard abeut poor dohnny, they
said: *Oh, my gociness.” Some of them went farther,
of course. They said: "Fasncy that!” But most of them
didn’t say anything at all except: “Yawn.”

Forgive us for lapsing into storybookese. We do il
for & reason which is that the simple unadorned facts
of the John and Lobert Jientndy-Fidel Castro-CIA-
Mafia-Momio Giancana-Johnny Woselli-Jucdith Fxner-
Church Commitlee-Schweiker Commitlee saga nead
to be put forward in stark outline for their magni-
tude to he understood. Is it really, as the sophisticated
wisdom gees, “paranoid” on our part 10 brood about
the supgestive and possibly monstrous Intercennec-
tions between all thiese facts and to wonder why they
are nol the vbject of intense press and govermnent
seruliny? What accounts for the general indifference
in high places? What accounts for the eagerness with
whiclh we all secin o aceept that familiae tipoff that
we shall be hearing no more about the-latest erime —
i.e.. the pronouncement that Mr. Roselli's dispatch to
an oi! drum and Bevond had “all the carmarks of a
panglind siaving.” Those -are the good old “car-
ntrrks™ we ondy hear aboul when it is next 1o certain
ihat weshall hear nodling e,

The sujisition of course iz that the Gang which
runs saaptaad bas its rescons and jts metbaods and
1nat, disagrevadle as these ey he, they veally lie out-
sydte v poapser realie of piblie coneern heeanse they

- Who Zilied Jofn Hoselli:

(> IR

~

amonnt o a system ¢f justice which 1) only affects
those dumb enough to get involved In it in the (irst

ace and 2D tends only to punish those who have

committed what the rest of us would regard as hei
nous crimes anyway. Not that these are things people
say—Llhevre things people can be expectad o as-
sure. But we Lthink in this case the assumptions have
cven less validity than they would have on a clear
day, which isn't much. And that is because il we
know anything, we know that the Mafia opurations in
witich Messers. Giancana and Roselli figured had be-
come intertwinerd with the operations of the Urited
Siates government. Never mind that the decisions of
the carly 19695 which made this so may rank among
the most abominable decisions ever taken in the US.
government. The plain fact is that, given the provoa-
tive and suwezestive history of the two men, it is nol
possible for either Congress oi the Executive Branch

"o louk the othier way or Lo complaisantly accept the

carmarks-of-a-gangland-slaying hromide.

After Mr. Giancana was Killed. the Church Commit-
lee inguired of the FBI whether its proposed mecting
with him had figured in his murder. The FBI re

ported that it had no evidence to this effect. The
thendircetor of the ClA, William Colby, felt oblize
to state that the CIA had had pothing to do with the
murder—and Mr. Colby likewise pronounced the
olher day that he was certain the CIA had not done in
Mr. Roselli. 'The mere [act that the questicns, o
which these were meant to be the answers. hiul been
raised tells us, anyway, that much more in the way of
inquiry is wanted. The newly formed Senate Scleat
Cominittee on Intelligence has now asked the Ju:tice
Departiient to make an investigation of Mr. Rosclli's
death. We think the Department should comply and
that the investigation, despite FUI Director Clarence
Kelley's disclaiiner of jurisdiction, should have the
Altorney Genieral’s personal altention. Such aiten-
tion is needed because of the elaborate and nol en--
tirely reassuring history of relationships between the
IBl-and the CIA and the various participants in the

- whele sorry saga. We are not suggesting that any

agency of governmenl—or even any of those agen-
cy's fringe relainers —were the murderers. We are
suggesting that there is an overlay of potentially em-
barrassing:information sufficiently pervasive to keep
an awfu! lot of people from wanting to have this
thing aired. We also think that the Select Committee
should reserve the rigat to pursue the matter. Con-
gress. after all, can hardly he expected to sit idiy by
while its witnesses are being done in. Nor do we see
how the public in general and the political establish-
ment in particuba ean tuen theie attention avsas un-
UL we are alb satisd that ovaey gremter effort Bas
been matdie by the goverimaowt —which eens oty
the Execntive Branch and the Congress - diseovor
whati elenient: were at play in this series of appallipg
crinmes and sean-lals,
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WASHINGTON POST

Thursday, Angust 12, 1976

THE WASHINGTON POST -

FEd

Mm der of M'afbo so Ho

. ‘United regs Tuternational

FBI Divector Clarence M. Kelley
safd yesterday the FII has no juris-
diction to investigale the murder of
John Noscili. the underworld figure
who (nstificd he made several at-
templs Lo assassinate Cuban Premier
Fidel Castro {or the ClA.

*“There is no jurisdiction, at leasl

-that we know of,” Kcelley said in a

news cotifercnce,”

Sen. Jtoward 11, Baker Jr. tBR-Tenn.)
said Monday he would ask Kelley and

CIA Director George Bush to investi-

gate the slaying. Baker is a member
of the Senate Select Committen on In-
telligence.

Nosclli's body was foumd last Sator-
day stuffed in a ehatnaweihted. 55

. gallon drum that was floating in a bay

f)f’j’s I Woidt Investi gate

cllz,

near Miami. Iic had hcen mlsam'__'
since July 28. when he lelt his sister's
home to piay goll. Authovities in Mi-
ami, who are investigating, said bhe
dizd of asphypiation.

Baker atso suzgested thal the intel
tigenve commitlee Juok info a possible
conncction belween Nosclli's  death
and [hat of Saia Giancana, the Chi-
catto crime [izure who was shot to
dceath in his home in Junc. 1973,

tosclli appearcd helfore the commit.
tec shortly after Glancana was mur.
dercd and Lestified he and Giancana
had heen recruited by (he CLA to kilt
Caslre, He said he made several rips
to Cuba in the caviy 1960s and had
tricd unsuccesstully to kill the Cuban
feader with pnison, high-powercd rifles
and explosives.

re
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24 August 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD .

Morning Meeting of 24 August 1976
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Lapham related that Dade County investigators will be in Washington
and have asked us to run name traces on four Cubans thought to be connected
with John Roselli, as well as for the identity of other Cubans who may have
been involved or privy to Castro assassination attempts. The Director
commented that it is to our advantage to cooperate in every way with the
investigators, and in response to the DDCI's query, Lapham explained
that the FBI has opted out of the investigation. Lapham went on to report

that SSCI staffer Madigan's session with Michael Merhige did not go parti-

- cularly well and that he is unimpressed with Merhige, who had some diffi-
culty in interpreting the Lapham letter lifting him from his secrecy agree-
ment (see Morning Meeting Minutes of 10 August).

S
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16 September 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting Minutes of 16 September 1976
N :

Waller provided the Director a copy of the 28 November 1963 CIA
cable referred to in Jack Anderson's 7 September 1976 article (attached)
and noted that efforts are under way to determine what action was taken
upon receipt of the cable and whether it was provided to the Warren
Comnmission. In response to the Director's query as to whether the cable
was provided to the SSC Subcommittee (chaired by Senator Sweicker) that
investigated CIA and FBI cooperation with the Warren Commission, Bolten
said that the Subcommittee had access to all Agency material pertaining
to the Kennedy assassination, including the file containing the cable.
The Director asked that we ascertain whether the cable was given to SSC
staffer Madigan or Liebengood and, if so, when. In response to Waller's
statement that the cable was among 1200 documents CIA released under
FOIA to attorney Melvin Belli, Blake said he would determine the date
it was provided.
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Miller noted Bill Miller's advice that the SSCI voted unanimously to
proceed with their investigation of Roselli's assassination, and stated
that OLC might ask that the Director encourage Chairman Inouye to act on
our CIARDS amendments.

In response to Bolten's advice that the House Rules Committee voted
to establish a new committee to investigate the assassinations of President
Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Waller stated that a task force headed by
the IG is already reviewing all material in the Agency s possession perta1n1ng
to the Kennedy assassination.
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14,
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Ul RELATIYE

LUXURY IN A CUBAW PRISON. WIILE SAWIOS WAS Ii ansm\tﬂxwoﬂsms,' SAITOS

WAS VISITED FPEQUENTLY BY AN AMERICAL GAHGSTER TIPB

IIAHED RURY.

itIS STORY I3

BEING FOLLGWED UP. EI-LSOF SAYS IE IAD OICE TESTIFLED LBOUT CASTRO ACTIVIILES

- BEFORE TUE EASTLAND COMMITTEE OF THE U.S. SENATE, SOUETIME IH 1959 OR 1990.
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Mzfia mebster Johm Noszlli may
have taten he secrot of the Joha F.
Kennegdy assezsinaiion with him to his
deativ. He was brutally murdered a
few weeks ago, hiz hacked-up hody
stuffed inco an oil drum and awmped
into Minini's Biscayne Buy.

Beiore lie died, Rozeill hinted to as-
gociates that he knew who had ar-
ranged President Kennedy’s murder.
It vias th2 c2me conspirators, he sug-
gested, whom he had recruited earlier
o kill Cuben Premier Fidel Castro.

By Roselll’s cryniic account, Castro
learned the identity of the underwoirld
conlacls in Bavana who had bheen
trying o kaock him off. Ne hejiz2ved,
aot aliogather without basis, tiuat Pres-
ident Kennedy was hzhind the plot.

The Cuban leader, as the supremne
frony, decided to turn the tables and
nse the sume crowd 10 arranne Ken-
nedy's asszasinztion, zfn.mdin" lo
Rozelii's scenario. ‘o save laelr -.kvh.
the ploticis lined up Lee llacvey Os-
wald te pull the trigger.

Rosclli could never be pinned down
.oh namcs or details. It was also dilfi-
cull 1o arsess whether he knew whal
he was (Riking gbout or whether he
mercly deseribed what he thought
might have happenail. Cerizinly there
is no real evidence to support Ltoselli's
story. Bul there are enough curious
circuistances lo jnsti(y lclumg It Here
are the fascinating highlizhts

The ruggcdiy handseme Roselll, a
Namboyant mobsier with underworld
conlacts in Havana, was recruited by
the Centrai Intclligeace Azency in
1960 to assassinate Casiro. He had no
authority, however, over the undcr-
world ewmenls in llavana

Thoev were under the loose conlrol
of Florida's Liafix chiz{tan, Samtos
Tratfiicante. Ilis pawibling cnterprises

‘in Havana nad been cloced down hy

Castro after the 1959 revoir*ion. In
fact, Trafficante had Leen lodged for a

-peciod jn a Cuban jall, an lodignity

that didn’t endear Castre Lo him.

After Trafficante made it back to his
Florida haunts, he left part of his or-
ganization behind in Havana. Some ol
hiz henchmen even managed to de-
velop contacts in Casiro’s inner circle.
These viere the people Roselll wanted
fo use to knock off Castro.

But Rozelll didu't have the stature
Inside the Mafia 1o maké the necessary
arrangements with Tra(ficanle. So
Roselli called in his patrom, the Chi-
cago godfather Sam (Momo) Glanc.m.c
to deal with T rafficante.

As Rosalit's associates tell it, he nor-'

suaded Giancana (hnt it would be to
their advantage to vriin the good will of
the CIA. Couvinced, Gisucapa flew
down to Florida to make the prelimi-
nary atrangements.

Once Giancana and Traflicante set It
up, Hoseili used the Havana under-
world to plot Castro’s deinise. At first,
they tried Lo plmt polson pills, snp-
plicd by:the CIA, in Castra's food. The

ills would have made it appear that
he dled of natural causes. When this
failed, snipers were dispaiched to a
Havana rooftop. They were caugit.

The word reached Iteselli that some
of the plotters hard been lortured and |

Tucsday, Seplember 7, 1976

WASHINGTON FOST ) Cl9

. killer. Al Jeast this Is

s Miurder

In an nnpromplu, three-hour inter-
view with Associated I'ress reporter
Daniel Harker, Castro ludicated that
be knew about the attempts on his lile
ard warned that US. leaders "l\o
ml tht not be safe. That was. Sept. 7,

£63.

Au‘.ording to Reselli, Castro enlisted
the same underworld eiements whom
‘he had caught plsiting agaliast him.
They suppusedly were Cubans from
the old Trafticante organization.
Working with Cuban lnlc,llsrence they
‘allegedly lined up an ex-Marlie sharp-
shooter, Lee Harvey Ozwald, who had
been active I tie pro-Castro -move-
ment.

According to Roselli's version,
Oswald sy have shot Kenncdy or
may have acted as a decoy while oth-

. ers ambushed him from closer range,

VWhen Osweld was plcked up, Roselli
suggealed, the underworld conspira-
tors feared he would crack and diz-
close Inforimation that might lead lo
them. This almosl certainly weuld
have brougnt a masslve U.S. crack-
down on the Mafia.- :

So Jack Ruby was ordercd lo eclim-
Inate Oswald, making it appear as an
act of repi isal against the President’s
how Roselii ex-
plainad the tragedy in Dailas.

Several key CLA officials believed
that Castro was behind: lhe Kennedy
uh\d\'vlllrlll()n

Y has also been eslablnhed llnl Jack

that Castro had learned about the ! Ruby, lndeed, had Leen in Cuba and

whole operation.
The CIA calied of { the Reselli opera-

had conreclions in the Havana under-
world. One CIA cable, dated Nov. 28,

tlon in March, 1963, hut recruiled a, 1063, reported thal “an Awmerican

Castro associale, Rolando Cubela, to
murder Castro.

ited Trafficante in his Cuban prleon :

gangster type named Ruby” had vis- 3,

~e——,.
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OLC 76-2564
10 September 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Maurice A. Sovern, 0/SA/DO/O

J
FROM: Donald F. Massey |
Assistant Legislative Counsel |

| | |

. SUBJECT: " 9 September 1976 Senate Sclect Committee

on Intelligence Requests

1. Yesterday I received several calls involving requests
for CIA information. I need your assistance in answering these
requests., :

2. Mike Madigan, Minority Counsel, called regarding a
proposed overseas trip of Senator Garn to CIA stations. The
Senator is primarily interested in the counterintelligence field
and Madigan would like us to structure an itinerary of approximately
ten days around stations where Senator Garn could best learn the
counterintelligence field. Before his departure, Senator Garn
would want a briefing on counterintelligence, however, I suggest
that a visit with George Kalaris would ---°*-- o
recent tragedy in Senator Garn's family ' " Illk‘\‘\
an automobile accident), the trip is ir
to tentatively plan such a trip for Oct

a\(‘é u.\)o rc)et\":""

3. Madigan is also looking into t ' V,JJ
Jack Anderson colum (copy attachcd) ! oy .5‘ 1
28 November 1963 cable referred to in t 6\,\ Do (ﬁnu_] .ou.kv r

4. Rick Inderfurth stated that thi_

pursue the John Roselli matter. In con Jm? alore - IO &_

they would like to examine by early nex

John Roselli, Salvador Giancana, and Sa <./ £ . — Dantl
Committee has already been provided a 9, / 7 Vs

from Howard Osborne, D/0S, to the DCI r
mentions two Cubans involved with Rosell
like access to all files on these two Ci
like access to all files on other Cubani
matter. There is some confusion regarding whether the Committee
really wants to examine the Roselli.matter or not. Chairman Inouye
some time ago told George Cary the Committee would not become

involved because of the FBI investigation. We will get this clarified,
hopefully today,but in the interim please make tentative plans for
assemblying all DDO material on these people.

A\

Attachment: a/s Donald I, Massey
£ 10 NEALTIAL <l mroer e ovQIE2y
LY A ¥ .
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OLC 76-2564
10" September 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR:  Maurice A. Sovern, 0/SA/DO/O

FROM: Donald F. Massey
Assistant Legislative Counsel

. SUBJECT: " 9 September 1976 Senate Sclect Committee
on Intelligence Requests

1. Yesterday I received several calls involving requests
for CIA infoonmation. I need your assistance in answering these

requests.

Z. Mike Madigan, Minority Counsel, called regarding a
proposed overseas trip of Senator Garn to CIA stations. The
Senator is primarily interested in the countermtelllgence field
and Madigan would like us to structure an itinerary of approximately
ten days around stations where Senator Garn could best leam the
counterintelligence field. Before his departure, Senator Gam
would want a briefing on counterintelligence, however, I suggest
that a visit with George Kalaris would suffice: Because of a
recent tragedy in Senator Garn's family (his wife was killed in
an automobile accident), the trip is indefinite but Madigan wants
to tentatively plan such a trip for October or November.

e BT IS

_L .Sv'
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#) 3. Madigan is also looking into the subject of the September 7 -
7 Jack Anderson colum (copy atLachcd) He would like a copy of the A/M Gagh [
i "’, //' 28 November 1963 cable referred to in the article for Senator Baker. 1

e e : .

th 4. Rick Inderfurth stated that the Comnittee was going to

,'f' pursue the John Roselli matter. In connection with their study,

wi they would like to examine by early next week all CIA files on

John Roselli, Salvador Giancana, and Santos Trafficante. The

Committee has already been provided a 9 December 1970 memorandum

from Howard Osborne, D/0S, to the DCI regarding Roselli. This

mentions two Cubans involved with Roselli. Inderfurth would also

like access to all files on these two Cubans. Fmally, he would

like access to all files on other Cubans involved in the Roselli

matter. There is some confusion regarding whether the Committee

really wants to examine the Roselli.matter or not. Chairman Inouye

some time ago told George Cary the Committee would not become

involved because of the FBI investigation. We will get this clarified,
hopefully today,but in the interim please make tentative plans for
assemblying all DDO material on these people.

‘Attachment: a/s Donald . Massey
At pEAITIAL

:'.-:‘.Z.mrnsr cL BVQZQ/
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29 September 1976
~

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

\
Morning Meeting Minutes of 29 September 1976

The DCI was at the White House; the DDCI chaired.the meeting.
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Alluding to the upcoming ‘Congressional investigation of the Kennedy
assassination, the DDCI advised that, as in the past, there will be a need
to refresh the memories of former and current employees and advised that
OLC has been given the responsibility for doing same and will work with
0GC as appropriate.
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5 October 1976

\ -
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
Morning Meeting Minutes of 5 October 1976

In response to Wells' inquiry re the Dade County problem, the DDCI
briefed on a call last week from Senator Hart asking that we expedite
decisions with regard to what material may be released to the Sheriff's
office in connection with the Roselli case. He observed that after the
necessary work is accomplished, he will review the options with Senator
Hart. A brief discussion followed, and the DCI noted we should avoid
the precedent of providing such materials to local authorities.
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N - 8 October 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting Minufes of 8 October 1976
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Cary called attention to the article in today's Post (attached)
concerning the House Select Committee investigation of the assassinations
of President Kennedy and Martin Luther King. He briefed on background
provided by Chairman Downing's Administrative Assistant, advised that
Downing would 1ike to meet with the Director on 15 October, and suggested
that we discuss the Committee's investigation with the White House. The
DOCI noted the need to form a group similar to the Review Staff who,
under the guidance of OLC, would devote full time to the Committee's
inquiry, Cary stated that Pat Carpentier and Chris May will be the
focal points within OLC.
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WASHINGTON POST

- UM Enq 7 ir Yower on

By Mary Russell .
Washington Post Stalf \Writer
Richard Sprague, sworn in yester-
day as the acling counscl and direclor
of the House select commiliee investi-
gatlng the assassinalions of John F,
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr.,

_promised that “no document” and “no

witness” would be bhesond Lhe reach
of his investigatinn into the murder of
liie two American leaders.

- Spraguc sald the commitlee had

- given him virtually carle hlanche to

lovk luto the Kennedy and King

. deaths.

< “enierlng the Imcsligalmn
* completely open min

House commitllee chairman Thomas
Downing confirmed that the commit.

* lee memhers waovld retain only the

right to "veto” Sprague's aclivns, but

.would not Interfere with his Investiga-

tinn and were civing him total contral
of hiring and firing stafl.

Sprazue. 51, built a reputation as a
determined prosecutor when we
served as assistant distvict altorney in
Philade!phia from 1958 to 1974. lle
won convictions in more than 60 first
degree murder cases, losing only one.
He is best known for the conviction of

. United Mine Workers presitient W. A,

-individual

(Tony) Bayle in the murder of Joscph
Yablonskl. a union opponent.

Surazue sald yesterday he was ask-
fng immediately that a mecting be sct
up helween himself and the hoads of
the Justice Department, the FBI and
the CIA.

He said if the CIA or FBIU at-
tempfed to wilhiold .material, he
hoped Congress would be asked lo
back up lhc committce with contempt
cIlat‘ons and “then we could go to the
courls.”

Sprague emphn%lzed that he was
with a
and added. “I
start assuming nolhlng I start from
ground zero.”

He said he would zttempl to find
oul who dig ithe kiilings, what Individ-
ua's were involved and whelher “any
or agency attempled, lo

warl" the investigations.

&lu k.'\—-—

. man,

A Senate selecl inlelligence commu
tee report recently veveaied thei the
Warren Commission was not 1nid of
altempts by lhe CIA (o
Cuban Prime Minisler Fidel Castro.
There have been other revelalions
that the FBI destroyed a nele from:
J.ee Harvey Oswaid. In King's death,
Frank C. Holloman, the Memphis po-
lice chiel and a former FBU official,
pulled off King's black security guavd
and tran<lerred (wo fitemen from a
station across the street from where
King was killed on the day of King's
dealh. .

Spracue said he would conduct the
investizaions of the King and Kennedy
deaths simultancously. He refused to
put a deadline on the investizalions,
saying he would have tn go bacl tn
wilnesses many Limes and it could take
a “space of vears.”

The select commitlee, formed only
R fow weeks ago. dics at the end of
the year and muslh be reconstifuted at
the beginning of the nc\t Congress In
January.

Rep. Heary Gonzelez (D-Tex) Iz ex.
pected to be the new committee chajr.
Downing s reliring (rom Con-
gress at the end of the year.

Sprague, who is now in the private
practive of law, said he wonld he paid
the iop salary for a eongressional
stal{ person, aboul $38,000 or $39,100.

CBS, Moscow Sign Pact
MOSCOW, Oct. 7 (UP1)—CHS Inc.
signed an agreement yesterday on
ceoperalion with the Soviet Stale Com-
mitlice for Television and Radio Broad-
casting. The Tass nows agency said the
agreement provided for “exchange of
television aml radio “malerials and
mutual assistance in preparing lele-
vision and raciino programs” on life in
the Sovietl Uning. and the United
Stales. CBS also is cumpol!m: {for U.S.
televisicn rights (o the 1980 Olympic
games In lho Soviet Union. .

assassinate
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12 October 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 12 October 1976

The Directsr was at the White House; DDCI chaired the meeting.

e
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DDCI noted that he had held a small press conference on 9 October
at Washington and Jefferson College and was not completely comfortable
with his answer to one of the questions concerning our view as to whether
the Downing House Stlect Committee investigation of President Kennedy
and Martin Luther King would develop any new material. He asked Falkiewicz

to examine the transcript.
. 2
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29 October 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting M\nutes of 29 October 1976

The Director and DDCI were out of the city. Blake.chaired the
meeting.
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Noting newsman Ron Kessler's allegations that Lee Harvey Oswald
met with Cuban agents eight weeks before President Kennedy's assassina-
tion, Waller said that this matter was thoroughly reviewed by the Warren
Conmission and Sendtor Schweiker's former SSC Subcommittee. Bolten noted
that Kessler and other newsmen are also trying to determine if CIA pro-
prietary organizations are involved in the current South Korean scandals.
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Referring to the conversation about Ron Kessler earlier in the
meeting, Berend stated that Kessler claims to have new information
regarding the Kennedy assassination which he would like to discuss
with the Agency. As a result of guidance he received from Scott
Breckinridge this morning, Berend will advise Kessler today that
(a) the allegation of Oswald's meeting with Cubans in Mexico City
was reported to the Warren Commission and Congressional investiga-
ting conmittees anqt(b) that in view of the upcoming investigation
by the House Select Committee on Assassinations, we deem it inappropriate
to discuss the matter further with him,
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16 November 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 16 November 1976

The Director was out of ij.h'e' city, The DDCI chaired the meeting.

AN
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Waller adybeed that Richard Sprague, Acting Director of the House
Select Committee on Assassinations, will be here today to undertake a

walk-through of file holdings which have been set aside as relevant to the
Committee's inquiry. :

Waller noted that the report of Oswald telling Cuban officials of his
intent to kill President Kennedy alluded to in the article in today's Wash-

ington Post (attached) was from CIA to the FBI dated 1964 and was proven
spurious at the time,
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WASHINGTON POST

Fouse Prohors
Wiil Seek ¥l
Oswald Memo

Asspclated Press
The chairman of a House commitlee

~ Investizaling assassinalions said yes-

terday he will subpoena an FBI memo
Indicaling that Lee Harvey Oswald
told Cuban officials he planned to kill
President Kennedy.

Rep. homas N. Downing (D-Va))
sald he is aware of the mcmo only
through news reporls. The Washing-
ton Post reported Saturday that the
19064 memo had heen discovered re-
cently by the Justlice Department.

But he said “I feel sure it was™ a’

request from his comnittec, estab-
lished to probe the assassinations of
Kennedy and civil rights lcader Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., that led to
discovery of the memo.

' His comment, made at a mcclinz of

the panel, appeared o conflict with -
statements made tn Llhe Associated’

Press by an informed snurce who said
the memo had been provided to a Suvn-
ale intelligence subcommillee earlier

_ this year.

The source said the memo was writ.
ten in 1964 by FBl Dircector J. Edgar

~ Hoover, who quoted a hurecau infor-

mant as saying Oswald lnld Cuban ol-
ficlals he planned to kilt Kennedy. Ac-
cording to the sburce, the informant
said his Iinlormation came directly
from Cuban Premler Fidel Castro.

. The Informant said Lhe information
was based on a report Caslro had re-
ceived from officials of the Cuban em.
bassy In Mexico City, the snurce sald.
Oswatd visited the embassy on Sept.
7, 1061, about two months before
Kennedy's assassination in Dallas.

The source said he had read the
memo. bul discounted its significance
since Castro had made a similar state-
ment publiclty tn Auzust, 1967, in an
interview with a British Journalist,

In its sccond official meeling, the
committce held a brief pyhlic sesslon
and conlirmed RNichard A. Spracue. a
former yovernment presccutor,  as
chief counsel. Sprague said he intends
to hire 160 to 170 investieators.

The panel’ also acrecd to form twe
subcommiltess to probe Lthe Kenned)
and King slayvings simullaneously.
fep, Samuel 1. Devine of Oibio, rank-
inid Republican on the committee,
nueztioned The astion, sayinz it sould
requive execssive statf,

e
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17 November 1976
.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meetipg Minutes of 17 November 1976
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Bolten called attention to continuing press coverage of the
investigation into President Kennedy's assassination (see attached
Washington Post article) and expressed his concern over David Belin's
statements which seem to imply that Belin believes documents have been
destroyed and that there was a cover-up by CIA and FBI. Stating that
he believed Bolten misinterpreted Belin's comments, the DDCI added
that Belin has always held the view that the passage of time would
make it too difficult to assemble the facts. At the Director's
request, the DDCI will call Belin to learn first-hand what he
told press representatives. The Director asked if we know the
accuracy of press allegations that FBI files contain a 1964 memo
written by FBI Director Hoover which indicates that Lee Harvey
Oswald told Cuban officials he planned to kill President Kennedy.
After a brief discussion, the Director asked that Lapham ask the
Justice Department if such a memorandum exists.
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WAS_‘IINCTOV POST

Doen m@m

. \sarcinted Press

A lawyer fur the llnuse commillce
. probing the murder of the Rev. Dr,
' Martn Luther King Jr. said yeslerday
- that documents relating o the case
have been destroyed since the inveall
gation began.

Chlet counsel Richard A. Sprague
; %ald he had not heen orficially noti.
1fied of the destruction hut said he had
> fearned of it “from an individual who
» has intecviewed other people.”

.
+ Sprague said the documents “would

. have Ybeen in possession of law en-.

; forcentent  authoritics” andl
“relevayt to our investigation.”

were

- oy p

-1lruchon has {laken plove] since it
.was announced {in Seplember] that
olhls coinmillee would be investigal-

“1 have been advised that the de- °

. ing” the murders of Kiag and Proesi- -

‘ dent Kennedy, he said.

Sprague would not say which law
enforcement agency had the docu-
ments. However, commiltee membher
Henry B, Gonzalez (D-Tex.) said he he-
lieved they had been In the possession

of authorilics in Teunessce. where
King was killed in 1968,

The Mcmphis Police Department
has denied that any doucumentls relat
Ing to the King case have been de-
stroyed. LL. William Schultz sald that
2ll of the King files were turned over
to the slale attorney general in dMem-
phis.

Ticre have l)ecn published allcr,'a-
tions that sum¢ of the tdncuments
were hurned in September when the
department destroyed reeords of s
micllizenve divicion, These records
were hureaed as the department aced
ezt s odet by inedividuals on whom
the department had  ollezodly  con-
dueted surveillance during the 1960s.

-2

@‘I‘@

Sprague was asked throuzh a
snnkcsm:\n i€ the documents hc was
referring to were the same as those
mentioned in the published allcna-
tions. He replicd “no comment.” but
added that his information did not
come from news reports.

At the unexpected public session of
the House Select Committee on Assas-
sinations, Gonzalez asked staff attor-

ney Rohert Ozer if he had any reason
Lo belicve that documents relating to
the King case had been destroyed
“since the constitulion of this commit-

tee.”

“Yes, sir,” Ozer replied. “I believe
there are some documents -that have
been destroyed.”

James Earl Ray pleaded guilly o
the King slaylng and is in prison. In
recent years he has made efforls to
obtain a new trial, claiming his guiily
plea was coerced.

Yesterday's hearing, experled to be
held in secret, was opened to the pub-
lic alter a molion tlo #o into cxeculive
session failed ot a 6-lo-6 vole. Rep.
Christopher J. Dodd (D-Conn,) led the
argument {o open the hearing, saying,
“An important mission 1 think we
‘lrave is to conduct a public open [o-
rum” Into the two murders. which
have been "gnawing at the conscience
of the public.”

Problems in Reopening

Keunedy Inquiry Cited
DES MOINES, Nov. 16 (UPD—A

veleran government investizalor says
problems in obtaining credibie evi

dence and the possible destruction of

key documents could limnit the suc-
cess of a new probe into the assassina.
-tion of I'resident Kennedy.

Jesiroyed

o

NI ﬂ’.ﬂg

{

David Belin, a Des Moines allorney
who served on the staff of the Warren
Commission investigaling Kennedy's
death and laler directed a biue ribbon
panel's investigation o' domeslic
abuses by the Cenlral Inlelligeunce
Azency, said the House Sclect Com-
mitlee on Assassinations, which mct
for the first time Mounday, faces insur-
mountable probiems in reopening the
investigation of the Kennedy assassi-
nation.

Inteiligence sources have warned
that the commitlee may find cerlain
documents missing from the CIA or
FBI filcs and have suggested that the
probe be broadened to include a possi-
ble cover-up by the lwo azencies and
by U.S. latelligence officers in the
years following the Novcmher, 1963,
assassination.

“It's going to be very difficuit lo
put things logether I3 years aller the
fact,” Belin said. “I lhink it's Impera-
tive that the FBI and CIA granl com-
plete access to their files, but I think
there will be problems oblaining the
cvidence.

“I would have great concern ahoyt
the destruction of any documents.”

Betin called for a reopening of the
assassination probe earlier this year,
predicting that a congressional inves.
lization would support the Warden
Commission’s canclusion that Lce
Harvey Oswald kitled Kennedy.

However. he said the “Cuban con-
nection,” Oswald's possible involve-
ment with Cuban Premier Fidel Cys-
tro, had not been explored.

Belin said documents recently ce-
feased to him by the CIA under a

Frecdom of Informatlon Aet request

“could be interpreted ny sunpocting
the reporls or a passiie relavinnship
hetwveen Osaald and e Cuoan 2ogv-
crnment,”

 —————e
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18 November 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 18 November 1976

The DCI was out of the city. DDCI chaired the meeting,

~
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In response to the DDCI's inquiry, Lapham advised he is checking
as to whether any of our employees have reccived subpocnas from the
llouse Select Committee on Assassinations.

In response to the DDCI's inquiry, Lapham advised that we have
not yet heard from Justice on the existence of a 5 June 1964 memorandum
containing information that Oswald told Cuban officials he planned to kill
President Kennedy (see Morning Meeting Minutes of 17 November).

Lo
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ciouse Unit Opens

]
» e

Ziohe of Slavings
CF JFK, Dr. King

B_v Richard L. Lyons
Washineton Post Statl Writer

The House Select Commitlee on As.

snssinalions has berun what may be
the bizgest and most expensive of
conaressional  investizations\as it
sceks fnal answers (o the murders of
John F. Kemnedy and the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr,

The commiltee yesterday issuwed
ahout 10 subpocnas secking informa-
tion from various agencles on the
shonting deaths of President Kennedy
in Dallas in 1963 and of Dr. King in
Memphis in 1958. The commitlee, cre-
ated by the House in September, 15
secking answers to lingerinz ques.
tions as to whether Lee. Harvey Os-
wald alone killed Kennedy . and
whelher James Earl Ray alone Kkilled
King or whether the accused assassins,
were parl of larger conspiracles.

The committee staff would nol say
speciflcally what the first subpoenas
souzht. But theyv reportedly were sent
to law enforcement azencies that had

expresstd witlinaness (o turn over the |

matecials but wanted them submitted
under subpoena.

The commiltee wiil have only begun
its work when il expires with the end
ol the 84th Congress on Jan. 3. But it
is expected to be sveedily reconsti-
luted and to conlinue ils work on a
greatly expanded scale.

The probe cowld last the full two-

vear life of the 95th Congress. Now

that the llouse has decided the inves-
tigation 1s nceded, it would he politi-

-cally difficuit to cul it short because

that woul:l Icave the cominitlee open
lo charges of cover-up.

The commiltee is now operatingona.

budret of S153.000 and has assembled
a siaff of about 23 with headquarters
in three rooms of an old B building

"hack of the HEAY headquarters which

the {louse has taken over as an annex.

Chief Counsel Richard A. Sprague
i3 working up a budgetl proposal that
calls for a staff of 170 persons next
year. Such a statl could run the cast
up tu §3 milion or S4 million i ihe
investization Jasts move than a vear,

The bijigest reeent conzressional in-

vestizationt were the Senate Waler. -

axte invesitvation in 973 74 and the
House Judiciary Comumilttec’s inquiry

WASHINGTON POST

thal recommended imneachment’ of
President Nison in 1975 The Scpate
investization cost .\bm.l §2 millien
over 19 months and had a prolessional
stall of 23 with backup persouncl. The
impeachment inquiry cost ncarly SL.5
million and had a stafl of just over
100 at the peak.

The proposed cost of Lhe ‘assassina-
Lion Inquiry has raised some eyebrows
at lhe Capitol. But Chicef Counsget
Sprague, a lough Peansylvania prose-
culor who won a murder conviction
against ousled Uniled Mine Workers
President W.A. (Tony) Boyle in the
killing of UMW rebel Joseph Yablon.
ski, tells members Lhat il they are 7o-
ing to make an invesligation Uhey
should do it rizhl—Llo cnd the doubls,
not conduct a halfway inveslization
that leaves them hanging.

To Sprague the job s a criminal in-
vestigation of two homicides, from

scrateh. By contrast, the impéachmenl
inquiry did no {investigaling of ils
own. It assembled and “é&valuated in.
formation collecled by others—much

of it on Nixon's lapes.

with whom he worked in the 19G0s.

Tihe proposcd budget would assign
“to cach of lhese subcommittecs 15 at-
torneys, 23 investigators and 40 back-

up personncl.

Ever since the two leaders were
there have heen doubls that
Cxwaid, who was killed before he was
and Ray, who

kitied,

brought to {rial,
/_.'

At a meeting this weck, the assassi-
nalion committec, ‘on Sprague’s rec-
ommendation, crealed two subcommit-
tees lo conduct concurrent investi-
gations of the {(wo deaths. One,
headed by Rep. Richardson Preyer
(D-N.C.), wiil look inlo the dealh of
Kennedy. The other, headed by Dcle-
agate Walter E. Fauntroy (D-D.C.), will
investlizate the death of Dr. King,

pleaded zuilty and never went o trial,’
acted  alone.  Congressioral [eaders
had resisted pleas for {wrther inquir-
ics.

But this year the llouse went ahead
because of new Information, such as

revelations about efforts by the CI\

- to assassinate Cuban leader Fidel Cas:

tro before Kennedy's assassination.
and the request by biack members of

. Congress for a joint Ipquiry into the’

two deaths.

Rep. Thomas N. Downing (D-Va.),
as chief sponsor of lhe resolution
crcating the commillee, was named
chairman. But he wlill retire {rom
Congress al the end of Lhe year. if
tradition is followed, Nep. Henry B.
Gonzalez (D-Tex.), vommillee vice
chairman and longlime sponscr of a
similar resolution. will hecome chair-
man in January.
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19 November 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 19 November 1976

The Director and DDCI were en route to Plains to briefl President-

elect Carter. Wells chaired the meeting.
\ :

Mulholland reported that the Cuban weekly Bohemia yesterday
carried a story that the Agency was involved in 21 plots to kill Castro.
He stated that the story was probably to counter U.S. press reports that
Castro was involved in President Kennedy's assassination and also might
be in preparation for Castro's planned series of press conferences, which
are now scheduled to be held sometime in December.
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26 November 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE REGORD

Morning Meeting of 26 November 1976

~

, Waller critiqued the item in today's Washington Post by Ronald Kessler,
"CIA Withheld Details on Oswald Call, " related that David Phillips advised
this morning that statements attributed to him are misleading, and closed
by noting that the one fact we allegedly withheld concerned only Oswald's
request for a free trip to the Soviect Union. A brief discussion followed on
the possible source of Kessler's material, and later in the meeting, the
under signed recalled that a few years ago the IG and LA Division were con-
cerned over a manuscript done by deceased former COS/Mexico Win Scott
and then in the hands of his widow. The DDCI noted that we will examine

our records on this.
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Cary noted his understanding that the visit here by Richard Sprague
of the House Select Committee on Assassinations went well,
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Ry Tanald Kessler
Troehinesen Foal S1aff Weiter
{a jala Jowwember, 1953—eicht
> before the aszassivatem af
rnt Kenredy—Lea Jiarvee n--
vt ceiephrned the Soviet o1 .bassy
“w ecaico City and Lrind to omasc a

' oexchanze for wnsorcilisd injo.
matian, he wanted a (vee 1cp In
RIUSILR

Thizs enniversation was inteccemed
and reenrded by the Contrd Iniele
Jiirace Agency at the time. Bu: it vat
then turned over 1o fia )3
“h bpg veevonsibiilty far o vom.
whin Spics, and 1t ‘vae pnat
s tarrod ecer o the Warren Come
on durinz its Investization o *hLe
1:arsinailon.

The unenswered gquestion is why
nov?

The existence of the CI\ teieprhone
jrtercept of Oswald’s convers it n
Meaien City and the eontenli ot the
svpdogecret rranseript have b verpe
fied hy [ia Washinzton Po,t. [as
I'val haz alan verliied (hat the ClA
farled tn turn cover the comnlete
transcripl (o eitaer the FNBU or the
Warten Coinmission,

Instead. the CIA zave lhe FRI In
Ocinher, 1967, only a hrief repnit sav.
ing Oawald had made contsict with
tive Russians, It ‘zive the Warpen
Commicdni » tranzerint nf *1a taped
conversatien bt fer uncxnisined ren:
sons failedd 1) includa jn the transering
Osaall’s nfer of information and hix
tu czestion thal the Russians would

vl to payv his way to the Sovict
'.Inifm.

The Pnst. has alzo determined that
ihe TIA, for unexplained reasons. told
tiw Warren Comiaission thot 3
leacned of minst of Oswald's 2olivities
11 Niexico City only afller tug 23sas.
sination, The fact js. howeover, Ihat
the CIA monilored and lape-rezopded
hiz conversation with hoth ihe Hus-
tian and Cuban embassies tn alexico
City in the (all o 1953, beiore Ken-
nmlv"w death.

It was the CLA's belief thal the two
einhassies were Iwn\-ily fnvolved in
snyv husiness and that, socclri-
e, they were ovu-rnlinn M bhasrea for
m' Hisenee activities n? rectea al the
Untted Slates,

tion f ‘hq

11 whn
cs.

made con
with the cmb

" heard the tape before the assa

fooe 78

RS

W STTI\I(‘TO\I P()‘s’

L -
-~ ~ 4
v . ., ., 4 - e
b g IRV
'y oy ety
a ) - -_-,. oo, .:' . .
(e anen Gswald showed o - [0

sieeten (ol in isle Septemtcr el
Vesesnnpred the Russian cmoa a7, dus
ronversalion was picked uvp tr-an ine
wiretap, A\ teanseript was me vl

:iv'!

cigniated In the Cl\ *office:
American embassy in Mexico (i

The station chief at that titwg o9
the ate Winston M. Scott, e
soninly reviewed all trauseri (L P

nating from wirctaps on Sovian aog
wstallations., o
e Oswald transcript, acen-ding io

a f‘l.-\ translator who workad «oh
Seoll, aroused a lot of inteiosd,
“Thev usually nickcd up freaa.

cripts the next day,”. ho a7, s
they wanted rizht away”

What that tvansevipt eontarrel g3
a matter pf sume dispute, and the CiA
savs 1t roulinely destroyed the tape
hefyre the aseassmahon. Bul some
pcople who saw: the transcript or
assina-.
tion rceall that Oswald was 'umg to
make a deanl,

One of then is David A. l'lnlllns a
former CIA officer. who now heeds
the Assucialion of Rellved Intetlizeice
Officers and is a .leading deiender
ol ClA aclivities. Phillins was sta-
tioned in Mexico City at the time,

The lravseript veveated, Pinllips ve-
called, thot Oswald told the- Soviet
embassy: U have information vou
wouid be inlerested in, and | know
rou can pay my way"” to Russia.

The stennarapher who Wyped up the
franseript and the transtator who pre-
paced it haed similar recolleclions.

“He said he had some Inlormation
to lell them” the ypist said in an
interview in Mexicn. "His main ¢on.
errn wag vettinz o one of the two

eounlries jilussia or Cubal and he
wanted them to pay for it e sald
he hag tv meet them.”

The Wareen Commission v eon.

cluded the Russians and UCnbons were
not much impressed by Osada Thig
view is aupported by Svivia Luran,
a Moexican citizen who work ! in the
Cuhan cmbassy at the time of s-
wald's vivit, She Gilked to 0 2ot on
Seol, 25 163, and veealls the meet-

ine in ~ome detail,

revarier mwd  Post
AMarlise Sintons, Dusan
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vorressonton
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1tvaren sndd she informed Oswald
Pear o ordor Lo Lavel tn Russin be

aar] fiave to obldin poarmission (rom
vive Suoviels, Oswald wont off and re-
e taler in the dav lo inform
Duran ihat he had oblained the nee-
eagire  permission. Duran said  she
viluzd the Soviet emrhassy and was
v Csunald's application for a visa
wvould take three to fsur months o
precess, Inturmed of this, Duran said,
Oawild “uzol rewdly anaey angd red.
Ife wis esticwdatlinz” Devan said she
had to call for help from the Cuban
consul who gol inta a shouting mamch
with. Oswald and told him to aet oub.
Deraa sadd she never saw hitm azain.
- However, Duran's story covered only
the livst day of Oswald's iive-day
stay in Mexico City. Oswald later e
Terred in a tetter to “mectings” he
had in the Soviel. Embassy.

tiow intcrested the CIA was in
Oswald's dealings with the two @m-
hassics is uncertain.

‘I'he transiator and typist who han-
d¥ed the franscript of the intercerled
conversation recalled thal the level
of aelerest was hizh, Bat the CIA's
own aclions lead to a divterent von.
clustun,

The

sueney wailed until i, 10,
1953, to notify the FBI of (=waid's
activities, And its teletyped report
made no mention ol Oswald's oller
of information in exchangde tov a lree
trip to Russia or ol his attemals to
travel 1o Cuba and Russia. “On Oc-
tnber 1. 1963, the leletyne messave
said, “a velinble and sensilive source
m "'lfcuco reporled thal an American
male. who identified him<ell as Lee
Oswald, contacted the Sovict Embassy
in Mcexico Cily inquiring whcther
the embassy had received any news
cencerning a teleziam which haa been
sent lo Washinzton.” .

‘Thal was strictly a routine handling
of the watter. and simitar to the
standacd reports made lo the FBL at
that. time on other conlacts wilh the

r‘.munms by American cilizens in
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en uter Kennedy's assassination,
CEN fated o o over e Ve
Cotnmission the b s

made in Mexico City, Oswald's oiler
of intormation to the ussians in o
v e Wor passase was omiticd trom
the iranseriot, and the CL\ claimed
it did ot know of most of Osvald's
activiiies w Mexico City until alter
the assassination,

The <zniticance of the CIA actions
is dilticull o assess, The FBLU in the
fall o1 143 was already showing -
termmittent  interest in Qswala !
might or might not have intensitied
thet interest it it had been told of
Oswald’s conversations,

Whether the new information wouid
have aitected the Warren Commis-
sion’s deliberations is also an open
question, ‘The commission  investi-
aatcd the pussibility of a furcign cun-
spiracy and concluded there was no
cvidenee to show Oswald acted on
bechaif of a foreign power.

Nevcriheless, there is yel no ex-
ptanation for the CIN's handling of
Oswald’s conversations. The CtA lo-
day reluses to comment, sayving il
would nol he appropriale in the Jight '
of an impending investization by the
House Sclect Committee on \ssas-
sinalions,

When asked i they could explain
the azency's aclions, some ClA of-

"k._' . -:1' w‘: "[\“-
LB aLU L

Ticers stationed al e time in Viexico
Cily saidd the CEA maay have had @
relationship  with Oswald  that it
souzght (o conceal. ‘The CIA has de-
nicd this, .

Lsavid W, Belin, who was aa as.
sistant counsel to the Warren Com.
mission and Jater exceulive diretor
ol the Ruckefeller commission’s nrobe
ol the CIA, said that if the Yarren
Cunumission had knawn of GOswald's
conversations and olher new intor.
malion. it would have been less sure
that the assassination wis not part
of a (oreign consplracy.

Sen. Bichard S, Schiawvether (R0,
who led the Senale iniellicenes com-
mittec’s probe of lhe assaszimation,
said that investigalion <wwould have
taken on an “‘entircly diilerent di.
rection and perspective’” i the com-
witlee had Léen aware uf Oswald's
conversalions.

tn intervicws with The Post, Relin,

who doeumented the CLA plets azainst

Caslro in his capacily as exceutive’

clircctor of the Itockeleller esmmis-
sion, reveated the CLA alse lid nol
tell the Warrsn Commissinn of 2
report from an allezed withess (v a
meeling in Mexico Cily between Os.
wald aud Cuban inlcllizence agents.

Al the time, Cuban agents coordi-
nated their more important activities
wilth agents of the KGil. the Sovict
intelligence service.

n

1.

Belin calted on the CIA 1o muke
full disclosure of ite kngwledae of
Uswald and  his contaels with the
Cubans and Russians.

Belin, a staunch delender of the
Warren Commissions conclusion that
Oswald was {he lone assassin who
killed Kennedy, said be recosnizes
the ClA's concern aboul disclosing
seeret sources and intclligence tech.
niques. But he said a grealer na.
tionsl interest would be served by
disclosing the truth.

A CIA spokesman specilically de.
nied that the agency has a renart 9f
a meaeting hetween Oswald ang Cahan
azents, “The azency s aware of only
one such snecifie allezation, and that
was dchbunked,” the spokesman raid.
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30 Novenber 1976

N
MEMORAMDUM FOR THE RECORD

ilorning Meeting M}nutes of 30 Hovember 1976

The Director was out of the city. The DDCI chaired the meeting.
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Cary highlighted his session yesterday with House Assassination
Commi ttee Staffer Sprague and noted work under way to expedite necessary
clearances for Sprague and staff. The DDCI urged that the Inspector
General and General Counsel to hasten their review of material that can
be released on the Kennedy assassination under FOIA. The DDCI concurred
in Bolten's suggestion that the Inspector General's critique of the
26 November Washington Post Kessler article be declassified and pro-
vided to Sprague as soon as possible.
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TOP SECRET SLERSTITVE:

1 December 1976

AN
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

\
Morning Meeting Minutes of 1 December 1976

The Director was at the White House. The DDCI chaired the
meeting.
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In response to Cary's advice that he will meet with Richard Sprague
this morning to provide Agency information relating to the Kennedy assassi-
nation, the DDCI stated that yesterday he provisionally cleared Sprague in
order that we might move ahead rapidly in granting Sprague access to clas-
sified documents on the matter. Cary noted that Justice has agreed to use
DCID 1/14 clearance requirements and is anxious to proceed with clearances
for the HSC members and staffers. He added that he will leave with Sprague
a draft of the secrecy agreement that we worked out with the SSCI.
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2 December 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 2 December 1976
~

The DCI was attending an NSC meeting. The DDCI chaired the
meeting. \
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*Cary briefed in considerable detail on his 4-hour session yesterday
with the Acting Director of the House Select Committee on Assassinations,
Richard Sprague, who tabled a number of questions that we will be responding
to. The DDCI cautioned against our assuming responsibility for tracking
down the identity or whereabouts of individuals, In response to his inquiry,
Blake noted work under way to expedite clearances and obtain appropriate
sccrecy agreecments. The DDCI asked that consideration be given to his or
the Director's\meeting with Chairman Gonzalez.

1
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3 December 1976

~
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting Minutes of 3 December 1976
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Cary noted that Reader's Digest wishes to talk with Walter Elder
regarding Lee Harvey Oswald and Nosenko. The Director asked that
Falkiewicz advise Elder not to grant the interview. .. . .
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6 December 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 6 December 1976

Cary noted that he talked with Richard Sprague last I'riday about the
DDCI's suggestion that the DCI and/or the DDCI meet with Representatives
Downing and Gonzales, current and future HSC Chairmen (see Morning Meet-
ing Minutes of 2 December). In response to the DDCI's explanation that the
meeting would be to discuss security arrangements with the Committee, the
DCI agreed to meet with Downing and Gonzales but suggested meeting also
with Representative Preyer, the senior Democrat handling the investigation
of President KXennedy's assassination.
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8 December 1976
~

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting Minutes of 8 December 1976
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Cary advised that he will be meeting with the Acting Director of
the House Sele}t Committee on Assassinations, Richard Sprague, today
and added that Sprague has suggested that Chairman Downing and Sam
Devine be present when they meet with the DCI.





