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16 MAY 1958

1ZIORANDUM FOR: Diroctor ‘
Fedoral Dureau of Iavestigation

Attention: o, 8,.J, DPapich

SUBJECT :0 Invastigation in Japan of Tejort on ispleicun
Actions of Gorald Lue Richards, Crizinally 7
Doscribed as Toseabling Suspocted Assassin of
Dr, Martian Luthor King, Jr.

v
[N

1. Referenco 1s made to the rcport concerning the shovo

subject made by tolephons to i, S.J. Pepich at 0930 oh 17 Aprid

1838, TFollowing is a full asccount of the investigatioa made in
tals camo:

. A, On 18 April 19G8 a United States Nztional

' Uaritino Union ofiicial in Yokohar: rcported that one
Gerald Loe Richards, who boro o gonaral physical
rosaomblancoe to tho descrintion given of the suspected
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. hed arsiv.c
in Japan about 15 April 1963 ond requested a position
aboard any ship going caywboro, Richards bocame
nzitated when sgkod for a coatact addross in Japen
and refused to divulgo his Japancese rorildence, The
National Maritime Union ofracinl deseridbed Richords
as 8¢ 10" tell, 155 pounds, with browa hair, s rcceding
hairlinoe on both sidez, and a not very proaincat scar
twvo and ounc-=half incheg long traversing the center
forchead, his most outstanding choaractoristic being a
disconcerting, 1idiotic grin rescabling a constant
griance. Accordiny to lichards® docunents and state-
ponts, he was born 8 Aprll 1937, npplicd Zor scesnan's
papors in Szn Pclro, Califoruia, 16 Juno 1934 and
registered there as n Unidted States National lleritinmo
Union nmonber on 21 I'abruovry 1968 but nover shipnad out,
lis Socinl Sccurity Nunbor is 562-I3«0078; bis Uaited '"'_’l'
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States Coast Guard Nusbter 3 2711-782,
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B. A subgecaucnt cheek with the Jnpraese Natioant
Policc Agency confirmed tiac bilosrephice data cu pliszg
by the National Mardtizo Unloa clffledal, A wixl dieck
indicated that Richeras orizinally resided 4a Jn,0a
from 19G2 to 1964 end marrlcd TNLYANMA ldendizo in 1083,
Foth Tichards and hig wife loft Jopen for the Uadted !
States 4in 1954, Richords retursod aloze to Copun about
15 April 1968, Hig wifo's addvess ia tho Unitad Sinteg
iz listed as 1G0 llogot (phonotic) Strcet, Corpoateris, ,

Caliioxrnia, 93013,

C. A photograph of Richards obLtainod fronm tho

Japaneso polico wosp shown to thoe National lMoritino

Union official and identificd by hinm £35 tho indivicduzl
- in gubparcgraph 1A sbove vwho had cpplicd for a zcoman's

terth., Tuo plhotozraph of Richards bears o gpparont

rcsonblaace to photopraphs of suspacted asgonsin

Jazaes Esrdl Ray provided by thoe Feweral Durcau of

Investization,

2, Tho abovo information hss been given to tho Legal ,
Attacho of the United States Enbassy in Tokyo, {

FOR TIC: DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR PLANS:

| Bigned: James R Hunt

JALLS ANGLETON

CzC1-316/01774-68 ng

DDP/FE/JKOJO/RIM,A,0'Mallayfdsh (8 May 19G8)
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