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¥2:ORAXDUH FOR: Director 
_ , Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Attention: fir. 8.3. Papicn 
SUBJECT :0 Inypstigation_in Japnn_o£ §0$OtfiJmL£§npiCiqQH 

Actions oi Gerald Lee_§ignn;§§, Originally ~

“ 

poseribed as Casonbling Suspected Aesansin or 
Dr. Martin Lutner King, Jr.

\

rB 
1. Reference is undo to the report concerning the above 

L t do b telephone to Hr S J. Pnpicn at 0930 on 17 April suvjee ::n_ y , , 
155$. Following is a lull account or the investigation undo in 
this cane: 

A. On 18 April 1968 a United States National 
Hnritimo Union otiicial in YOkOhnmr reported that one 
Gerald Lee Richards, who bore n general physical

I resemblance to the description given oi the suspected '

1 

nssnesin of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had 8Y$iVwG § 

in Japan about 15 April 1903 and requested a position
5 aboard any ship going anywhere. Richards became
i ngitnted when asked for a contact address in Japan 

and refused to divulge his Japanese renidenee. The
q National Maritime Union efricinl described Richards
| 5' 10" tall 155 yeunds, with brown hair, a receding
j 

ii ii , . 

hairline on both sides, and a not very prominent sear
; " = *h nter two and one-half inches loav traversing t e cc 

forehead} his most outstanding characteristic being n 
disconcerting, idiotic grin resembling n constant , 

grinnce. According to Richards‘ documents and stato- 
menta, he was born 8 April 1937, npplied for sesnnn's 
papers in San Pclro, Crlifornin, 16 June 1964 and 
registered there as n United States National maritime 

' " ‘ -d out Union member en 21 Tnbru2r3 19u8 but never snippe . 
His Social Security Number is 562-£3-5078; his United ___ - 

States Coast Guard Number 3 2711-782. " rf -- ~.*1__I 
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B. A subsequent check with the Jnprncsc Intioani 
Police Agency confirmed the biojrrphic data cu,p1icc 
by the National Haritixo Union criicial. A wars tkock 
indicated that Richarau originally rcsigcd in J:pPQ 

' from 1963 to 1964 and zarricd TAEAYEUA Llchiko in 1953. 
Both Richards and his wife loft Japan for the United 
States in 1964. Richard: returned alone to Jrpzn nkout 
15 April 1968. Him wi£o'n address in tho United fiiatcs 
is listed an 160 Honoi (phonetic) Street, CD2pOfltCr1“, 
California, 93013. ' 

C. A photograph of Richards obtninod tron tho 
Japanese polico was shown to tho National Maritime 
Union otticial and idcutifiod by him as tho individual

I in suboarngrnph 1A above who had applied for a seaman a 
berth. Tho photograph of Richards bcnrn ha apparent 
rcdombianco to photographs or nuspactcd assassin 
Janos Earl Ray provided by tho Funeral Bureau or 
Investigation. 
2. Tho abovo information has been given to tho Legal 

Attache of the United Btatcs Embassy in Tokyo. 
FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR PLANS: 

Bigncd: James R. mm‘ 

JfiJ\II§$ AHGLETQH 
CSCI-316/01774-68 ([3 
DDP/FE/JKOJ0/R{E;K:57fialloE}dsh 
Distribution: 

2 - Addrossoe 
1 - c1/nsu 
1 - c1/ana 

(¥2- cxop/no (201-832732) flyb »=¢axrn 
1 - CFE 
1 — FE/JKOJ 

(8 May 1968)
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