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[2017 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992

: T (03"0“-") €37 NUMBIR
: FOIA Aupeal ~ Harold Welsberg, for information ahout. 3 '
Mart:;.x Luther King, Jr. and James Earl Ray | IPS F 76-382
_E-‘{GM P c. B EXTENSION |DATE SZ ‘H .
- H.G. Bean 15 hus i
Assistant for Information, DDA 5117 ’3u--pr~.<-= ——
7D 02 HQ e : : T e
TQ: (Officar aas-gnohon roomn aumber,” aed ) " DATE - . - C
b\mdvng) ' : OFFICER'S. COMMEMNTS [Numbar aach cominent to shaw froam whom §
' RECEIVED FDRWARD?D IN!TI,\L; . to whom. .Drow o I'ir!a acros calumn after vach commaent) ). "
l." Mr. Wells, DDO | — —
THRU: Mr. Addona, DDO/PICG - Attached Is an FOIA Appeal
S n 4175 HO . - HT-1 w:u‘:h a due dato of 19 Aug 77'.',,
= : In accordance m.th IPS pro-—
R o S ) ced_ures,_ the Chairman has assigned
3.  Mr. Dirks, DDS&T N action for this. appeal as follows:
THRU: Mr. ‘Redmond,. DDS&T/FIO e Co T
6_E_56 HQ BY-1 o Mr, Wells, Mr. Dirks, " _
ta, B  Mr. Stevens and Mr. Blake :
. g S Desvrnated Actlon Member(s)
"8 . Mr. Stevems, DDI . | . should contact me within 48 hours
YRy Mr."'Lawler, DDI/FIO S should there bes any ob]ection to
2 v 104 HO i A the case assignmem_. T : -
5. . o . S :
The 0GC attorney assignad to
. advise you ox your Appeals Offn cer
7. ' o & -
Mr. Blake, DDA rooard:ma this cas=.,- .18
7D26HQ  BX4 . Mr. Ziebeil
5- . —_———— R R o
The Action Member or Appeals
- Officer is requestéd to ensure
. 9. Mr. Ziebell, OGC t;at stafif Workd:. ompletedtar;d
S 6 -D-0120 - H , e case is ready for presentation
i 6-b-a 0_ Hgs. BX .5 (shonld such be requix ed) at the -
1. 1 11 Avg 77 meeting.. . :
" mr, Biddisconbe, 0S/IRG
: GE 31 HQ FX-1
.
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. - Wl ‘o : . . . - ' o b‘mat:r-‘._' :
'“Ha;)@-f o ~~ JAMEs H. LESAR S d”’”‘“\g
- . : " ATTORNEY AT LAW o ’ S : ST
' ’ 1231 FOURTH STREET, 5. W. o o _ IR .-
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024 ' o oL /

e F 76<382

TELEPHONE (202) 484-6923 ) _ e . _

. June 11, 1976 B
Caesl

" 'FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST

*ﬁMr. Gene F. Wllson ' .
.Preedom of Information Coordlnator
Central. Intelligence Agency . :
Washlngton, b. C. 20505

;Dear Mr. Wllson--

AR On behalf of Mr. Harold Welsberg of Frederlck, Maryland,-
wrequest access to the follow1ng' S _ AT S

1.' All records pertalnlng to Dr. Martln Luther Klng, Jr.;

S 2. 'All records pertalnlng to the assa551natlon ol Dr. Martln'zi;ffﬂ:
-j_Luther Klng, Jr.- : . NS e ___:“

P . 3. All records pertalnlng to James Earl Ray, under whatever fvﬁ SRLAN
'-:fjname or allas. . ; . : . Do

o 4.' All records on any alleged or suspected accompllce or-
- assoc1ate in the assassxnatlon of Dr. Martln Luther Klng, Jr.

L 5. All collectlons of publlshed materlals on the assas31nat10n |
o of Dr. Martin Luther Klng, Jr.' ' . - : ce e . :

6. All analyses, commentaries, reports, or 1nvest1gatlons on'ﬁf

'-f*tor in any way pertaining to any published materials on the assassi- -
- mation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. or the authors of said materlals, -

7. ‘All record.;, letters, cables, memorandums, routlng sllps, -
- .. photographs, tape recordings, receipts, sketches, computer printouts
- or any other form of data pertaining to or in any way relevant o

the fore901ng requests for 1nformatlon, regardless of source or &
origin. - _ i o R = o

ThlS xequest is ‘made under the provisions of the Freedom ogn
Informatlon Act, 5 U S.C. §552, as amended by Publlc Law 93-502,,

Slncerely yours,

/ , méu  _

82 b
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-_Jamé§ H. Lesar;'Esquire",3 R
.. 1231 Fourth Street, S.W.
‘Washington, D.C. 20024

" Dear Mr. Lesar:
" “‘on behalf of Mr. Harold Weisberg requesting, under provisions . - -

.. ~of the Freedom of Information Act, access to any CIA records '~ .
dealing with Dr,. Martin Luther Klng, Jr., and/or James Earl Ray .

-f_a553551nat10n.'

2LUUN WIS

“This acknowledges. receipt'bfZYOuf létternbf'ii-Juné'1976”'

and any of his alleged or suspected accompllces in Dr. Klng s.fuq

I shall arrange for .a search of CIA flles and shall be 1n. |
further comrunication with you once the search has been completed
and any records found - rev1ewed for releasab111ty under the Act.

As you nay know the heavy volume of Freedom of Infornatlon :;"

;eouests received by the Agency has resulted in processing back--:: fﬁ

lovs.h If we do not respond within the 10 working days stipulated

by the Act, it is your right to construe this as a denial, subject.

to appeal to the CIA Information Review Committee. It would seem P
more reasonable, however, for us to continue proce551na your request

and to respond as soon as feasible. Any denials of records could

.be appealed at that time. Unless we hear from you otherwise, we = '
- will assume that this is agreeable to you and proceed on- this basis. -

For your 1nformat10n, I am enclosing a copy of our fee scﬁedule.'

i{f the charges seen likely to be considerable, I shall provide you

,gzth an estlnate and perhaps requlre a part1al payment 1n advance: “

proce351n

Sincerely,
/s/GFl!

_ ‘Gene F. Wilson
Information and Privacy Coordinator

Tgt;v,gre° as stated
r"'1"<‘/c~“b/21 Jun 76Distribution:
seig - Addressee

~- «IPS Chrono

/IPS (F-76-382)

"7
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- 30 nov g7

IPS/DCV/cr/ZS Hov 75
 Distribution: _
Orxg. -'Addressee UL'
0GC (Stricxland)

_,gJéﬂes H,_Lééirgtﬁsquife',J-uf  - 1
1231 Fourth Street, S.¥W. 1
- Washingten, DC 20024 -~ _1i

ffﬁitcélut of your lettor on behalf of Mr. Harold Heisberg requestlng, ff;"

:”gfﬁéitfﬁr;:iésa§;‘ff

ot

DDO/PICG

- OS/IRG ,u$”7“;

"AI/DDA

e | @g-IDS (szsberg,? 76 382 SPR
o . 1 -.1IPS (¥bzsber )
C -_1 - IPS Chrano

g Correspon&ence)

A ?ou will recall that our latter of 21 June 3976 acknowled¢aé

. upder provisions of the Preedom of Information Act, access to any
¢ L LIA vecords desling with Dr. Martin Luther Xing, Jr., asd to those -
- "desling with James Zarl Ray and any of Rhis allaged or suspecteu L

j'accomalﬁcas in Br. Kxng s assasslnatzan.ﬁ- . A .

- of personal information from-official records.

: Ee find that ve are unabza to respond to ycur raquest as 1t i
'lﬂcm stands due to lagal and regulatery restrictions oa the release f: '

-In that light,

o ;-pla“se be advised that we can proceed no further with your request = .

- unless.-and umtil we are in receipt of notarized statements of re-
~ lcase from Mrs, Coretta King and James Earl Ray, respectively

- These statements should be_guztn—spacxflc as to whalt areas af

. personal information are 2nd ars not authorized for release by this R
CAzency to.you anrd your client. If all informatisn in our records

Y relazasable, that should be so stated; if only such information
© a3 relatss to specific incidents or to specific periods of tza= is
- releasable, ‘these caveats sheald be clearly stated. . _

B oeg By ."

ni in line with the fes schedule enclosed.
zhat such charges could approsch $1028.
it

rlnally we m;st ask taat you prov;d~ a statament ef vzlling-
285 to pay scarch and duplication fees as requirzd by this request.
It has besn estimatsd. LI

Along with the netarized

atenents above, and the statesent of willingness to pay ail search:

znd copying charges {or those up to z2n established limit), we would
: eqa.r" a down payment of half the aﬁticxpated charges. Payment

- should be wmads to this office in the form of a c&ec? or monay ordar
:ayable to Treasurer of the Un1tﬁd State;._

| ';cerélf, o

Gene F. ¥Wilson

Information and Frivacy Coordinator

CELLosurs
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L pa—p

"Welsberg has authorized me to state his w1111ngess to pay search -

Dear Mr. Wilson: : t- o ‘7?&-"

JAMEs H. LESAR L _ G;'}f
" ATTORNEY AT LAW ' ”

1231 FOURTH STREET, S. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024

TELEPHONE (202) 484-6023

- December 3,.1976

Mr. Gene F. Wllson

Information and Privacy Coordlnator
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington,-D..C. . 20505

A

In response to your letter of November 30 1976, Mr. Haroldi5”5”

and copying charges up to the amount of $1,000 if such charges are'
required by his Freedom of Information Act request for records '
pertaining to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his assassination.

~ Because you require a down payment of half the ant1c1pated charges, N

I enclose a check for $500 00.

‘This payment of $500 00 and any subsequent payments made in-
connection with this request are tendered with the express ressxva~_

- tion that Mr. Weisberg does not waive his rlght ‘to recover tham;_-'

2
C.I.A. regulatlons prov1de- -
_Records shall be furnished without charge o
or at a reduced rate whenever the Coordina- B
tor determines that waiver or reduction of =
the charge is in the public interest because E;

furnishing the information can be considered
as primarily benefiting the general public. .
The Coordinator also may waive or reduce the
charge whenever he determines that the inte-
rest of the government would be served there— _ e
by. 32 C.F.R. §1900.25(a). _ SR

In accordance w1th this reguratlbn, I call upon you tao - .
determine that it is in the public and governmental interest to
waive search and copying charges incurred in connection with Mr.
Tieisberg's request. Enclosed herein is a copy of a letter to Deputy
A:tnrney General Harold R. Tyler, Jr. which makes a similar request
of the Department of Justice. The reasons expressed in that letter
Zor graqtlng a waiver are incorporated in my request that you grant
a walver. .

Should you require it, I will provide you with affidavits by
wrself, Mr. Weisberg, and others in support of this request for a
woiwar of the search and copying charges for these records. IE ‘you
¢ wish supporting affidavits, I would appreciate it if you would
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- ._t_’../'-'..~. + .

inform me of this as soon as possible. I would also request
that you indicate what standards, if any, you have established
for determining whether or not a request for waiver should be
granted.- :

You state that you can proceed no further with Mr. Weisberg's ,
" request "unless and until we are in receipt of notarized state-
ments of release from Mrs. Coretta Klng and James Earl Ray,
- respectively." Because Mr. Welsberg s request undoubtedly com-
" prises records which do not invo'lve any proper claim of privacy,
this cannot be true. I do enclose, however, a copy of a notarized
- waiver by James Earl Ray. I will immediately contact Mrs. King
" about.a waiver by hexr. In the meantlme, I request that you proceed
" to make available those records responsive to Mr. Wélsberg s re- .
quest which do not 1nvolve any proper claim of 1nva31on of prlvacy..

‘Sincerely yours,'

aoneg. -

James H. Lesar -
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18 JANWIT .

- .. Jomes H. Lesar, Esquire =
71237 Fourth Sty NW o0
... Hashington, DC 20024

- Dear Mr. Lesar: -

. receipt of the sworn walver executed by Mr. James Earl Ray, and to

= ated. Upon receipt of the sworn waiver from Mrs. King, as mentioned

.2 in your letter of 3 December, we will then be able to proceed with allc_ffflf
ooz aspaets of your FOIA request He aTso wish to acknow]edge receipt of

g vour cneck for $500

.:f;¢v51ncerely, f'

LT 3 Cene F. Wilson '-” S
Infbrmation and Prrvaqy CGOrdinator

iPS/EK/eb/12 Jdan 77H.._.}
Distribution:
Orig ~ Addressee

1 ~ IPS Chrono

1 ¥'IPS F-76-382

1 - 06C - '

~ Thank you for your letter of 27 December.” This will acknowledge - -~

Thank you for your assistance and continued cooperation. ,;_”:"" |

. This request has bee;g_,__assigned the case mmbe_r F76-382.

* advise that processing of this portion of your request has been initi—:ff:ff”;f’iif_ o
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Janes ¥, Lesar, tsq, o
'17 31 Fourth street S.". 
‘¥Washington, DC. 99004

'fPaar Mr. Lesar: .

,carernl iy, and onr, determlﬂations are’ aa_f0110w3'

ffiufe belna relenscd to ycu in their entirety: B

i M " R s gt Ve e ot

26 APRTT -

ttorney at lLaw

Thi *s 11 pa*tial responsn to your rﬁquest dat 11.

June 1976, made on hehalf of your clinn~. MY ’arol& h“ls berz.
-IPlea:e refe* also to our letters, dated 21 June 1976, 30 T
_ November 1976 and 13 January 1977. Ter our racent telephene - | ...
' conv°rsat1on this partial response addressss itself to that - |
- part of your le ter reqnﬁsting records p=rgain1ng to.Jaaes T
--Lﬂrl Pay. ' o . e Lol

THP aaterltlo lccated thus far HaVe uenn r v“uwed

" Enclosad, Tab A ‘are copies of tha,Lallowlﬂg jtems which . =

[y

‘1. Omne boox_excerpt.j"

2-109. One hundfed and eight (108) rress items,

110-134. ty*Flva_fZS) UrI wire itens.

155-171, Zhi?-y—seven.(e7) Noutars wire items, -

172-223.  Fifty-two (52) AP wiré items.

Inclosad alsp,-?ab'ﬁ, are ssgregable ¢orttons nf The
docunents listed balow, Deletions in the orizinals were made

under the examption provisions of the Freedom of Infornation

Act subsections which ars given with cach aocument czteh..
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to you in our earlier cor*ebﬁOnre ce.

Documents

o mp—g S e @ e aPet

224-225. Two cqbleq, dated 10 April 1963,
- 228, Cable, dated 10 A*ril 862, -

227-229. Three cables, dated 19 April 1865.
230-233. Four cables, dated 20 April 1753, =~
234-235. Two'cables;'déted Zzhﬁprii'19684 f; 

236-237. Two cispatcaes, dete d &nrll 1963

.233f239.' T!O cables éateélz Apr11 lﬁGS.a .

249, Menorandum, +ed 23 A“ri_ 1968;"”

241, Cable, dated 26 Apr13 1963,

;s

- 242, oqting slip;"&ntea 22 Octooer 1?75

ERr
.

5

. 243, Routing slip, dated 23 Gctoherj1975e

The docupents listed below are being wi;h

hal,d
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‘entirety under the exsnption pravi510ﬂs of the Fres dnﬂ o“’
Informaton Act subsections given with each <ocument
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244, Menorandum, dated 17 April 1958,
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245, Memorandum, dated 18 April

A

246, Cable, :dated 20 April 12673,
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Menprandum,

Henorandun,

.._::?ifr‘

Cable, dated 2 A1r11 1“6“

datcd 1 May 1963,

Cable, dated 3 May 1953,

(aatt‘d 1‘r ie 1.}' 196?’.

Hembrandum,ndated 16 ¥ay 1963. T

ﬂ”“ree c“bles Lnted q Tune 105 .

255, ! ﬁenoranuun, dated 19-Fabrvar7 196 ;}T |

. ﬁembrandum,:_ aata;a | z's' .zsa_y_' 1959'._

_ﬁ_a_?ﬂoran,dm, -.d_ated :17 -’\Pril 1058,

seven Czbles, cateﬂ 19 ‘n i 29 3.

Cablﬁ, dated 20 April 196%. -

,-April'lﬁﬁa.:'

]
o
[ud
ol
7
9
el
)
e
&
;‘“
~N
N

3 April 1968, -

0
5y
v
b
18]
bnd

PP
19
e
o
i)
™y
[¥F)

Cable, dated | April 1968,

B £ 2
=

Two Cablcs, dagei 75 Apri 1 1963. o

Dispntch, dated 26 April 1968,

N NS

B R N o T T e o
o e

biograpﬁzc s”etc&es,; ii “_,“ b

oo e et

9.2

o o
o e,
S

e R s e
j2 :
A A
-

e
N e

TR
%

T Yen B0

Tt
CEN e

L IR WPV s e D
LW .

o

N W T
N

Ry

BT A
R L L W I e L= A W
v W

it

s
-

RS OSREN WG TU R o

e

B o T e o s e T e Lo T e Lo I o Lo T
o L T un Lt T o Tt T on Tuts IR i T ot Lan TR e Lson TN b R Tt

B I e N -

T T Ty

SN e

R e o W7 WP S S LN
St el NI Sl ngd

L

NN Ny PNy
i pd

o~
[

WPV
T

...h

:'._.-. “

)

A w

oL

v L L)

.-

;?éﬂ(S}; if"

e
©,

ROIOR

f(h)(s) h

‘e, |
ROTO NS
".-'_"'3:; 2y, s
.- (6)
),
(®)(6)

'-{o)(a,,;?"

jch)csz;ff'f

;t(b) (a} ’:..-;-'-' '_."":-'.-:'f_- B

ffts)(é),ffff,'



13-00000

o
f' .Y
*

L I

.t - B - o
281-282. ‘fwo Cables, datsd 30 April 13'3._:

. .
;nrigg

it would seem to he nore reasonapls O await tha

- EO do 50,

- Tnclosuros
-IPS/EX/cH/20 Apr 77

. Cable, dated 23 Anril 1968, L

W e,
R o T s Tt T e o L
YT

R )

Menorandun, dated 2 May 18638,

:}d jnd

Lk~
VR N e S W T

B ™

v
~
-
el
ol
v

e

P Vs T L T o o T e Lo A

284, Hemor;ndum, &atad 6_?ny 1Jug; C o

- 285, a?eﬂorana"ﬂ, éat»ﬂ 13 Hay 1953.'ff}"

-z_e;,_.“f-_";:m;a; cga'ie;z" 'g_g_r.;ay 1953;_.'_. ; | Ebg glg cw (3) S

'.Th#:dé¢131on§'ci ed above werea wade by Hr. Cﬁarlﬂs A E
DDO 7nfo*nation Review Officar.. Sy A

As *peczfzeé in the rreedoﬂ of 1n:ornat401 ﬁc;, I an 41;@ :,--
adV151ne yon of your right to appesal the above decisions, but. . . .-
conplete e

y.dc erm;ne "hethnr

rasults of our ??OC‘SaiR; be-c?o yau actua
?7[ Ve t%an you For your pa»;e ce an d consxd»rafzan.g; }ﬂ 
5rcer 17,,_

Gens F, h*lson R
_ Infor"aylon and P*lvﬁcy roor nat or_;JQ;,,~

Adse T e
DDA - e

IPS Chrono S .

IPS F-76-382 w/cy Tab

- OIIC

~ OGC

Orig.

knarapégbax
t 1t

- Pub Af‘/?etu S R o *Ef. f: ; fo NP
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”»-/')7," e APMAL,CF ‘IQ—-351> ’Doew{— '»t- ot a;
.r’ll;’(; ') Ty % N N o . ’ i _’ . ,—'.- 76 —&F.;—— -
/Ih:. Gene Wilson, FCIA/PA Coordinatér | B Rt. 12 '-'radnrlc“:, ud. 21701 S
-Befral Intelligence Agency . . 7/21/77 , (Tmo ,rsm.«w

Washington, D.C.

-Dee.r e Jllson, . . w&‘ 'tﬂ-!i 'LS k ﬂ‘u&

The ncws acco..mt of your com:x.ng release of an. add:.tlo“al ﬂ- OOO }I(eres on uh.— m:.bn{: i
. be celled mind-bending reminds me. that my requests seex to-me o0 cover this end that yéu
have not notified me of this releagse. I do went .these. If you :.ntex-prem‘: By pr:.or »ecuests' s
. as not covering them. then consider. this a new request. iy recollection is that my initial
" reguests cover a.ny"'hing atd verfth._ng directly or indirsctly.related to this subjact.. ’.;‘hat
i-'you have interpreted my reauﬂs uS as -L bave is evidence from pnor corr sponda:'.ce no"l- x

: f_:n.ng ne of relea..es. AR - : -

,,Q{-C—r i Und,r t‘ze Act there is au‘.hor' ty for the romission of all. costs an'i fees. I bel:n.eve )
M-r._-i--I_ neet the reqtﬁ.rements for this remss:.on end I make 1the request formaelly.. My vork
::._s' restricted exclusively to what 1s now regarded a8 mnortant ‘hi.storical cases, In one
on which If have paid the CIA large sums wuithout comphance, -the ¥ing assassination, the -
@revious Attorney General so held,' fomall_f, con:ir::.'ed by a federal judge. I have already .
arranged to give 211 ny recoids, notjust thess, toa unlvers:u.ty gystem, T believe at an . *
=% earlier date I reserved ths right to recover h“se fees. I bhave delayed a formal apnealﬁ
'i'] _:Q pending a determiration o:. a judge .that there be-a: ruhng by 4he Department: of Justice :
foas With regard. to e and on- ..h:.s.. The Department provided o berga:.n-—baoeuent respanse, a .j::
Ay " 6063 rémission that I have appealed and uill Ty n°cessary utige.te. I hope the CTA m..l
;z_r act favora.oly on th._s. S : g e Sy

CIE has ‘been. 's.er;; ]ovng tire since I have h..ard from you abouu a multl*'ude of r”qucs»s" e
.21l long overdus by your own backlog claius. One of these is on the Xing assassization, Tn. .- %
- "that you may recall .you estimated a 81 ,OOO;‘ search fee and asked for ond receivel a 3500 1
%" deposit. Waat you have sent is ludicrous. In %ie long +ime in which I have heard and - -~ 7 7
.y received nothing further I think you have in affsct rel: .zsc:l »Le 'r'equest a:f‘te*- chal‘{’;Lﬂé R
“J.. fees so_tpisis 2 ._aweal,p_n..jha_:finu/ acords., R R

T e asd.nz, again vhen I msy expect to hear from you oa all the ot‘cer rc-q;e.,w,' -
"'?.'-i-.inclué:l.ng my PA request for the records on me, The appezl is several years old now, Hy -
o7 recollection is that yogr last rsference to this stated the pnacesgmrr of thes apeal had. _
= - pot Haan coxpleted. I have rights undar the Act to mor: then cozies. I want to exarcise. .
) tho.;e rights. This is impossible without obtaining all coples first. Asml have toid you -
. repeatedly I would prefer not to have to litigale this. ihat T am thus really asking you -
g "_1s doe s the CTA wart me to suit it on a recusst that goes bac‘c to 1971 a:ad o2 t-m:.cn :u. '.LS .'f"
not in compliance? liot even procossed tye appeal? R w ol

. Anongz the faciors makinz it difficult to Leep trac of these non—»omnh,.nces is your
failure o respond as well as to comply. I believe I have asked this before. i£ I have then )
. ¥uhat follous is an appeal from a rafusal. 1f I dave not,it is a ncw request, I would like | EL K,
,t-“ 21l records relating to my requests and appeals, including their sequeatial relationships |-

%o | +0 otker reguests, under both Acts an.. paru.cula*lj as this relates to compliznce w:x.th ,
» tother requests. : : : '
l\

T A

-

455 2 52711{* 0T }Lroldlf g
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