
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memora dum 

/) 

FR□m, 
l 

SUBJECT: 

(157-9586) 

MURKIN 

The Bureau has furnished above caption for the 
Civil Rights investigation to identify person or persons 
responsible for the assassination of MARTIN LUIHER KING, 
JR., in Memphis, Tenn., on 4/4/68. Code name to remain confidential 
and not disseminated as a code name for this investigation. 
BACKGROUND 

Alleged murder weapon described as 30.06 Game 
Master, Remington Model 760 Pump, with Redfield Scope, has been 
traced to Birmingham, Ala. Gun was purchased on 3/30/68, 
from Weberly-Thomas Hardware, Birmingham, by one HARVEY 
LOWMEYER who furnished address, but investigation has proven 
address in Birmingham fictitious. Clerk who sold gun des­
cribed unknown subject as age 36, 5'8", 150-170 pounds, 
dark brown hair, ruddy complexion, well dressed in dark business 
suit. Clerk described unsub as meek and shy. No information 
re car unsub could have been traveling in. 

Unsub was seen running out of rooming house des­
cribed as a flophouse directly across from Lorraine Hotel 
where KING was residing. He dropped a blanket which was 
carrying a small overnight case and a box containing above 
described gun. Person seen running from flophouse was 
described as white male between 20-40, 5 1 11" to 6 1

, 170-
200 pounds, dark hair combed straight back, very neat, well 
dressed in dark suit. 

Above gun is at FBI Laboratory for test. 

Unsub purchased pair of binoculars at York's, -
162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tenn., for $40. 
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JN 157-9586 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The foregoing information should be treated 
highly confidential. The Lateat Fingerprint Section, 
FBI Identification Division, developed latent finger­
prints on the above-described rifle and binoculars. 
The latents on the binoculars are identical with latents 
on the rifle. Additionally, five latents were developed on 
toilet articles. 

The Bureau has advised that all investigation 
must be handled under the personal direction of the SAC. 
Leads are to be afforded immediate, thorough, imaginative 
attention. All possibilities must be exhausted from any 
leads developed as any one lead could result in the solu­
tion of this most important investigation. SAC will be 
held personally responsible for failure to promptly, 
thoroughly handle investigation in this matter. 

In event any data developed re suspects, if 
interested offices can establish whereabouts of suspects 
between the period March 29-30 in Birmingham, Ala. (purchase 
of rifle) and April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tenn. (date of 
assassination), fhis may eliminate suspects. If this 
cannot be done, efforts should be made to secure photo­
graphs of suspects inq.iestion and forward photographs to 
Memphis and Birmingham for possible elimination. 

Pertinent descriptive data should be included on 
all photographs. 

If unable to eliminate on basis of established 
whereabouts in pertinent peli>ds, interested offices should 
make every effort to secure fingerprints of suspects and 
submit same to Bureau for elimination. 

Composite description, based on data developed 
at Birmingham and Memphis is as follows: 
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JN 157-9586 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Eyes 
Build 
Complexion 
General physical 

appearance 

White 
Male 
26-40 
5'8" - 5'11" 
150-170 
Dark brown or sandy, combed 
straight back 
Blue or green 
Medium 
Average, smooth 

Neat. 

Possibility exists suspect is non-smoker. Indica­
tions were that suspect rented room between 3:00 and 3:30 
p.m., April 4, 1968, and departed room shortly after 6:00 p.m. 
No matches or cigarettes found during that period, which 
suggests suspect may be non-smoker. 

Leads are being telephonically furnished to 
responsible Agents and are to be handled immediately and 
with results telephonically furnished to Jackson. 

LEAD: -
EACH SRA 

In addition to the names JOHN WILLARD and HARVEY 
LOWMEYER, the name HARVEY LOWMYER should be immediately checked 
through all available directories, credit Bureaus, motor 
vehicle and drivers license indices and voter registration 
records. 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1982 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) DATE: 4/8/68 

FROM SA JOHN L. PUDDISTER 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR 

u.s. Attorney H. M. RAY, Oxford, Miss., contac 
ASRA ROBIN O. COTTEN and suggested the name RICHARD VEY 
SWEAT as a possible Subject in this matter. Mr Y said 
that SWEAT was a student on the campus of University of 
Miss., during the riots 9/30/62 - 10/1/62, during the time 
U.S. Marshals were being attacked by students. Mr. RAY 
recalled that he declined to favoraQly recommend SWEAT as 
a Bureau applicant. 

Mr. RAY advised that since the riots he has now de­
termined that SWEAT was actually one of the principal 
leaders in the activities against the U.S. Marshals. He 
said he was furnishing SWEAT as a possible suspect because 
of his past activity. He believes SWEAT is currently an 

/4ttorne1. somewhere in the Jackson area. 

1 ~ review of Jackson file 67-497, discloses SWEAT i 
/ ~-d..__i=s=c-~_:_:_!_~-~~~~~;~~:: __ a_n_t_. __ H_e_i_s_w_h_i_t_e_ma_1_e_,_n_o_B-::;r---1 ~-- ~ 

5010-108-0I 

JACKSON 

6}- Jackson 
JLP:lsk 
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TO 

OPTIONAi.. FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1112 EDITION 
CSA P'P'MR (41 CFR) IOl•tl.l 

UNITED STATES l v"ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) DATE: 4/8/68 

FROM SA JOHN L. PUDDISTER 

SUBJECT: MURK.IN 
CR 

UoS• Attorney H. M. RAY, Oxford, Miss., contac 
ASRA ROBIN O. COTTEN and suggested the name RICHARD VEY 
SWEAT as a possible Subject in this matter. Mr . ...-"" Y said 
that SWEAT was a student on the campus of University of 
Miss., during the riots 9/30/62 - 10/1/62, during the time 
UoS. Marshals were being attacked by students. Mr. RAY 
recalled that he declined to favorably recommend SWEAT as 
a Bureau applicant. 

Mr. RAY advised that since the riots he has now de­
termined that SWEAT was actually one of the principal 
leaders in the activities against the U.S. Marshals. He 
said he was furnishing SWEAT as a possible suspect because 
of his past activity. He believes SWEAT is currently an 
attorney somewhere in the Jackson area. 

A review of Jackson file 67-497, discloses SWEAT 
was discontinued as an applicant. He is white male, DOB 

Sheffield, Ala. 

LEAD: 

JACKSON 

Locate and interview RICHARD HARVEY SWEAT. 

(2_; - Jackson 
JLP: lsk . 
(2) i;__ ;y\C-

Brty U.S. Savings Bonds Regttlarly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101~11.8 

UNITED STATES GOVi.R.NMENT 

Memorandum 
. SAO, .TACISON 157•9586 

DATE: 

1t/6/68 

FROM 
SA HAROLD Lll) FABRIZ 

SUBJECT: MURl(IlfO 

RM 

The t'ollow1ng 1nyeat1gat1on waa donduoted b7 SA HAROLD -;EO FABRIZs 

AT CL.AR KSDALE1 MISSISSIPP+ 

CRED?r AlfD ARREST BECOJU)S 

JOHN ~~LLARD and HARVEY LO\IMEYER were not 1dent1riable in 

the al"'Ntat Ncords ot the Clarksdale, M1aa1sa1pp1 Police 

Department on 4/6/68. Mra. KATHERINE HINMAN, reporter• 

Credit Bureau of Clarksdale, advised on ~/6/68 that there was 

no credit record 1dent1r1able with the abow nam••• 

l 
2-157-9586 
HLFhlt 

(2) 
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TO 

. OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1882 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 Cl'R) 101•11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSON 157-9586 DATE: 4/6/68 

FROM : SA HAROLD LID FABRIZ 

SUBJECT: MlTRKING 
RM 

The following investigation was donducted by SA HAROLD -Eo FABRIZ: 

AT CLAR KSDALE 1 MISSISSIPPI 

CREDIT AND ARREST RECORDS 

JOHN "WILLARD and HARVEY LOvlMEYER were not identifiable in 

the arrest records of the Clarksdale, Mississippi Police 

Department on 4/6/68. Mrs. KATHERINE HINMAN, reporter, 

Credit Bureau of Clarksdale, advised on 4/6/68 that there was 

no credit record identifiable with the above names. 

l 
2-157-9586 
HLFhlf 

(2) 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
!5010-108--01 
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;·· 1 

FBI WASH DC 

FBI JKSN Ml SS 

5-22PM URGENT 4-8-68 .VCG 

TO DIRECTOR ATT: !DENT. DIVISION 

FROM JACKSON Cl57-9586)3P 

MURK! N 

. , 11 ·' ;'>l.,-:-:'J' ··c·• {:1' { '.' '· _:· ',t ·. : , , "; ',::·\·_,, .• 

' 

SET OUT HEREIN ARE NAMES, FBI NUMBERS, OR DESCRIPTIONS 

OF PRINCIPAL SUSPECTS OF THE JACKSON DI VISION WHOSE Fl NGER­

PRI NTS SHOULD BE COMPARED WITH LATEATPRINTS DEVELOPED 

IN nus MATTER: 

JOE DANIEL HAWKINS, FBI NUMBER FOUR NINE SIX S 

ZERO ZERO D; JOE DENVER HAWKINS, FBI NUMBER SEVEN 

ZERO EIGHT TWO FIVE; BENNIE WILL WALDRUP NUMBER TWO 

NI NE Fl VE FOUR SEVEN THREE THREE; DEW! TT CARR, 

l"HSP NUMBER FOUR TWO FIVE REE; FERRALL LEE MCCORMICK, 

FBI NUMBER SIX~---~----~ FIVE B; JAMES ALLEN 

OiAMPION, DOB~-~------~ SPIRA, OKLAHOMA; 

JIMMY GARLAND 

BURRIS LEE DUNN, JR., DOB 
~----~ 

.JACKSON, MISS.; CHARLES ROBERT •sHORtY• GREENE, 
~---~ 

END PAGE ONE 

) 
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PAGE TWO 

DOB 
L___ ______________ __J 

JAMES LEWIS HARPER, MISS.; 
~---~====-=-=-=--=--=--=-----=-"~---~ 

KINARD DALE HENSARLING, BORN HATTIES• 
L___ ___ ~~----_J 

BURG, MISS.; HOLLAND WHITE HILTON, 

HARRY LEE KELLY, MEMPHIS, L___ ________________ _ 

TENN.; L. E. MATTHEWS; 

GA THO JAMES EDWARD 

OVERBY, DOB MAGEE, MISS.; WILLIAM T. · 
L___ __ ~ _____ _J 

Pl CKEL, DOB 
L___ __________________ _J 

NASHVILLE, 

TENN.; WILLI WATKINS, DOB 
L___ ___ ==-=-=-=-======-

E NT ERP R l S MISS.; BENNIE rLOYD, JR., DOB 

GREENVILLE, MISS. 
~-~----~ 

'D-IE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS ARE REPORTEDLY KLANSMEN FROM 

Ml SSI SSIPPI. ALL ARE WHITE MALES. 

TI-fOMAS MELSON DAVIS, FBI NUMBER SIX rOUR FOUR SIX SEVEN 

SIX A; ROD KELLUM WINDHAM, FBI NUMBER TWO TWO FOUR SEVEN 

ONE NI NE B. 
END PAGE TWO 

/ 
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PAGE TI-IREE 

TI-IE LATTER TWO INDIVIDUALS HAVE NO KNOWN KLAN ASSOCIA· 

TION. TI-11S IS A PARTIAL LIST OF POSSIBLE SUSPECTS. 

PHOTOGRAPHS WHERE AVAILABLE WILL BE FURNISHED TO BIRMINGHAM 

AND MEMPHIS. ADDITIONAL SUSPECTS WILL BE FURNISHED. 

AIR MAIL COPIES TO MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM. 

END 

FBI WASH DC 

HOLD FOR SECOND MESSAGE 

. i 

\' 

'\ 
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F'P-36 (R"ev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/8/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ---------:-=---:,----c-,----------il 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 

Via ___ TE_L_E_TYP __ E _________ UR!_G_E_N_T--,---------~' 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DIRECtpw■ Si,j:.:jil- a:1; ____ 1Gm\M 
/-I~ , ::I:de~ ,""QtVl.51,HJ 

FROM: JACKSON (157-9586) 

MURKIN. -

SET OUT HEREIN ARE NAMES, FBI NUMBERS, OR DESCRIPTIONS 

OF PRINCIPAL SUSPECTS OF THE JACKSON DIVISIOB.WHOSE FINGER-
V 

PRINTS SHOULD BE COMPARED WITH LATENT PRINTS DEVELOPED 

IN THIS MA'lTER: 

JOE DANIEL HAWKINS, 

ZERO ZERO D; JOE DENVER HAWKINS, FBI NUMBE TWO NINE SEVEN 

ZERO EIGHT TWO FIVE; BENNIE WILL WALD , FBI NUMBER TWO 

NINE FIVE FOUR SEVEN THREE THREE; ..__ ......... DGE DEWITT CARR, 
F 

MHSP NUMBER FOUR TWO FIVE EIGHT ,IERRALL LEE MC CORMICIC, 

FBI NUMBER SIX NINE SEVEN ZER ZERO FIVE B; JAMES ALLEN 

CHAMPION, DOB SPIRA, OKLAHOMA; 
~----~---__J 

JIMMY GARLAND COPELAND, )10B ~-------------_J 

PHILADELPHIA, MISS.; B~IS LEE DUNN, 
I 

~----

AJ_ JACKSON 
l1LP:lsk 

JACKSON,/ MISS. ; 

Sent 

JR., DOB 
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~D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -------=-------------___; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __________________________ _..J 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

PAGE '1WO 

DOB PORTLAND, MAINE; 
~----------;:::==================- .(I>" 

JAMES LEWIS HARPER,~ ________ __J B~, MISS.; 

KINARD DALE HENSARLING, BORN~I ----~----_JI HATI'IES-
A;,,-

BURG, MISS.; HOLLAND WHITE HILTON, D,9J'1~ _______ _JI 
HARRY LEE KELLY, MEMPHIS, 

~------~--------

TENN.; L. E. MATrHEWS, DOB 

JAMES EDWARD MC KAY, DOB GATHO 

OVERBY, DOB MAGEE, MISS.; WILLIAM T. 
~---------.. , 

,:/ 

PICKEL, DOB NASHVILLE, 
., 

Ai 

TENN.; WILLIAM .y WATKINS, DOB 
~--------~ 

.t 

ENTERPRISE, ~~•; BENNIE FLOYD, JR., DOB~ _____ ___J 

GREENVILLE, MISS. 
~-------

THE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS ARE REPORTEDLY KLANSMEN FROM 

MISSISSIPPI. ALL ARE WHITE MALES. 

THOMAS MELSON DAVIS, FBI NUMBER SIX FOUR FOUR SIX SEVEN 

SIX A; ROD KELLUM WINDHAM, FBI NUMBER '1WO TWO FOUR SEVEN 

ONE NINE B. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in --------;:;:-----:---:-~----:-.,....----------ll 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via ________ _ I 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

PAGE THREE 

THE LArrER TWO INDIVmUALS HAVE RO DOWN KLAR ASSOCIA-

TION. THIS IS A PARTIAL LIST OF POSSIBLE SUSPECTS. 

PHOTOGRAPHS WHERE AVAILABLE WILL BE FURNISHED TO BIBMIRGHAM 

AND MEMPHIS. ADDITIONAL SUSPECTS WILL BE FUBNISHED • 

.-.. /-}rn c_ op?e5 T-v n?eMtf'/4J s /)-rvP 

~ ) R ~ } t--1°! n A 'Y1 , 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ------M Per ______ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSON 157-'ltlt 6726 

SA HAROLD LEO FABRIZ 

DATE: 

4/5/68 

SUBJECT: ERNE$l' V. SNIDER 
RM 

SNYDER was ohserTed at his barber shop on ~/4/68 at 5:04 PM. 

SNYDER'• 1968 Plymouth VIP was observed perked st the above 
loc8t1on at 5:04 P~ and at his residence at 9:40 PM. 

No aot1v1ty st his barber shop at 9:48 PM. 

/ 5?- r;s1c.~11 
SEARCHED -tl,r-JNDEXED ~ 
Sf.RliUJZED~LED.~ 

t4PR 8 - 1968 
PBI-JACKOON 

l 
1•157-6726 

@UNSUBJ MARTIN LUTER KING •VICTIM ~/4/68. 
HLFhlf 
(2) 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
5010-108-01 
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CPl"IONAL FORM NO. 10 
. -MAY 1912 EDITION 

GSA f'PMR (41 CFR) 101•11.I 

UNITED STATES G'-' vERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) DATE: 4/8 /68 

FROM : SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)(P) 

SUBJECT: MURK.IN 
i 

Enclosed for the Memphis Division are 20 copies 
of the following FD-302s: 

!lC1C-IOO-C1 

JOHN HUBEART WILLARD, dated 4/5/68. 
WATSON MARLIN, dated 4/5/68. 
BILLY GLEN DOWDY, dated 4/5/68. 
Mrs. KATHLEEN WEST, dated 4/5/68. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Reg11l.1rl)' on the Pcryrotl Savings Plan 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY INa EDITION 
GM .-PMR (" CFR) 101-11.I 

UNITED STATES G . ✓ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM : SAC, JACKSON (157-9586)(P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

DATE: 4/8/68 

Enclosed for the Memphis Division are 20 copies 
of the following FD-302s: 

JOHN HUBEART WILLARD, dated 4/5/68. 
WATSON MARLIN, dated 4/5/68. 
BILLY GLEN DOWDY, dated 4/5/68. 
Mrs. KATHLEEN WEST, dated 4/5/68. 

~, - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc ls. 
··u__-. Jackson (157-9586) 

JLP/bls h, t L 

80) 

.•~.:. ~~ -i' ~ " . 
'!'(' i 1b --
~:a 
!10tO•l?8·01 

.l.',,:i . 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on th: P,ryroll Savings Plan 
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I 

I 

FBI WASH DC 

300PM URGENT 4-9•68 BJP 

TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFVICES 
FRO" DIRECTOR 44•38861 2P 

t MURK IN 
I 
t 

I AMONG ARTICLES RECOVERED AT SCENE o, SHOOTING, 
I l APPARENTLY ABANDONED BY UNSUB, WERE A PAIR o, B-OWNISH 

OIECKERED PRINT UNDERSHORTS AND WHITE JOCKEY TEE SHIRT 
BEARING CLOTH.LAUNDRY TAGS. THESE TAGS WERE MADE BY A 

1HER'IO SEAL MARKING t-'ACHINE MANUFACTURED BY THE TEXTILE 

MARKING MACHINE COMPANY, SYRACUSE, NEW YORK. THESE TAGS 

ARE ONE QUARTER I NCH WI DE AND ONE AND ONE SIXTEENTH __ 

INCH LONG, RED IN COLOR AND BEAR MARKING WHICH APPEARS 
I 

TO BE ·o TWO B DASH six· OR ·o TWO B DASH six.· ONLYA 

PORTION OJi' lHE FIRST CHARACTER IS i>'RESENT ON EACH TAG, 
AND THIS CHARACTER IS CUT ON A SLIGHT BIAS, NO OTHER 

VISIBLE LAUNDRY MARKS WERE FOUND ON EITHER GARMENT. 

IMMEDIATE CHECKS OF LOGICAL LAUNDRIES SUGGESTED BY 

TEXTILE MARKlNG COMPANY HAVE TO DATE BEEN UNPRODUCTIVE. 

END PAGE ONE 
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l'' ""-t . .I :.,- ' •·· 
. ·•' .·,;,;,.;f,:,'_, ~' • ' • 

y,;: •. 

PAGE TWO 

UPON REC~IPT, ALL OFFICES SHOULD IMMEDIATELY T£LEPHONICALLY 

CONTACT ALL LAUNDRIES IN YOUR DIVISIONS TO IDENTIFY 

LAUNDRY USING llilS CODE AND THESE TAGS AND PURSUE LOGICAL 

LEADS DEVELOPED. 

IF PERTINENT LAUNDRY IDENTIFIED, IMMEDIATELY ADVISE 

BUREAU TELEPHONICALLY • 

lHIS MUST BE GIVEN TOP PRIORITY HANDLING TO INSURE 
lllAT lliESE CHECKS ARE IMMEDIATELY RUN out. 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD ANYONE BE TOLD THIS 

INVESTIGATION IS IN CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED MATTER. 

END 

WDJSSI JDS 

FBI SPRNGFLD \ 

01'1 SCD 

FBI OMAHA 

KC PHM 

FBI KAN Cl TY 

pp TJJ 

FBI Ml NNAPLS 

LR LEf 
FBI LITTLER 

SL PIJD 

FBI ST LOUIS 

JN PGL 

FBI JKSN MISS 

Q..R'Xi(H8 
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FBI WASH DC 

300PM URGENT 4-9-68 BJP 

TO ALL-CONTINENTAL OFFICES 
FROM DIRECTOR 44·38861 2P 

MURK! N 

,· ' . ' 

AMONG ARTICLES RECOVERED AT SCENE OF SHOOTING, 

APPARENTLY ABANDONED BY UNSUB, WERE A PAIR OF BROWNISH 

CHECKERED PR! NT UNDERSHORTS AND WHITE JOCKEY TEE SHI RT 
BEARING CLOTH LAUNDRY TAGS. THESE TAGS WERE MADE BY A 

IBERMO SEAL MARKI NG MACHI NE MANUFACTURED BY THE TEXT! LE 

l"'iARKI NG MACHI NE COMPANY, SYRACUSE, NEW YORK. THESE TAGS 

ARE ONE QUARTER INCH WIDE AND ONE AND ONE SIXTEENTH 

INCH LONG, RED IN COLOR AND BEAR MARKING WHICH APPEARS 

TO BE "O TWO B DASH SIX" OR "D TWO B DASH SIX." ONLYA 

PORTION OF IBE FIRST CHARACTER IS PRESENT ON EACH TAG, 
AND 11-!IS CHARACTER IS CUT ON A SLIGHT BIAS. NO OTHER 

VISIBLE LAUNDRY MARKS WERE FOUND ON EITHER GARMENT • 

. IMMEDIATE CHECKS OF LOGICAL LAUNDRIES SUGGESTED BY 

TEX TI LE MARKI NG COMPANY HAVE TO DATE BEEN UNPRODUCTIVE. 

END PA GE ONE 

rs?- 95J-,k; ---q" 
=~.o;;r~-

f i "-: ;- ~ r"' . 

I 

I 
I 

1-
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I ' 

PAGE TWO 

UPON'RECE!PT, ALL OFFICES SHOULD IMMEDIATELY TELEPHONICALLY 

CONT~CT ALL LAUNDRIES IN YOUR DIVISIONS TO IDENTIFY 

LAUrmRY USING THIS CODE AND THESE TAGS AND PURSUE LOGICAL 

LEADS DEVELOPED. 

IF PERTINENT LAUNDRY IDENTIFIED, IMMEDIATELY ADVISE 

BUREAU TELEPHONI CALLY. 

TI-II S MUST BE GI VEN TOP PR! ORI TY HANDLING TO I NS URE 
TiiAT TiiESE CHECKS ARE IMMEDIATELY RUN our. 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD ANYONE BE TOLD THIS 

INVESTIGATION IS IN CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED MATTER. 

END 

WDJSSI JDS 

F'EI SPRNGFLD 

OM SCD 

FBI OMAHA 

KC PHM 

FBI KAN CI TY 

r,,p TJJ 

FBI ~:I NNAPLS 

LR LEF' 
FBI LI TILE R 

SL MJD 

FEI ST LOUIS 

JN PGL 

FBI JKS N MISS 

QR'X@C@@@ 

/ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OJ:,· JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Post Office Box 1450 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 

April 6, 1968 

NEGRO DISTURBANCES IN MISSISSIPPI 
AS EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY TO 
AS SASS INA 'J_'_ION OF MARTI!!_ LUTHER KING_,_ JR. 

DISTURBANCES EVENING OF APRIL 4, 1968 

Confidential sources numbers one and two, who 
have provided reliable infor~~tion in the past, advised 
during the early evening of April 4, 1968, that at about 
7:45 P.M., on this date, approximately 100 Jackson State 
College students, Jackson, Mississippi, and Negro youths 
residing in the vicinity of this college, began throwing 
rocks and bricks at cars occupied by whites who passed 
on Lynch Street, a main street which intersects the 
Jackson State College Campus, which campus is located 
about one mile from downtown Jackson. 

Confidential source number two advised that 
in this crowd he identified two Student Non-violent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) leaders. He said these 
were Marvin Louis Wilson, Negro male, age 18, from Jackson, 
Mississippi, who has recently been a SNCC Project Director 
in Dayton, Ohio, and George Washington Ware, Jr., Negro 

11 - Bureau 
1 - USA, Jackson 
1 - USA Oxford 
1 - Sectet Service, 
2 - MIGP, Jackson 
2 Atlanta 

Jackson 

1 Cincinnati 
2. - Memphis 

-8 - Jackson 

TF /bal_ I 
(29) , . 

2 - 157-9587) 
1 - l/P-95R6) 
1 - 170-4861 1 - 170-491 
1 170-522 
1 - 170-52.5 
1 170-520 
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male, age 27, from Atlanta, Georgia, a member of SNCC's 
Central Committee. The source said these bvo individuals 
had just very recently arrived in Jackson. 

Confidential sources numbers one and bvo advised 
that at least two passing autos containing whites received 
damage from missiles thrown by this crowd, however, no 
injuries were observed. · 

The same sources advised that this mob spilled 
off the Jackson State College Campus at about 9:00 P.M., 
and proceeded west from the campus on Lynch Street. The 
crowd became quite wild and began hurling rocks and other 
objects at buildings along the way. Several loud shouts 
of "Get Whitey" and similar quotes were heard by the 
sources. 

The sources said this mob, as they progressed 
down Lynch Street, damaged extensively three white owned 
establishments along the ._,,ay. These establishments were 
The Magnolia Grocery, 936 Lynch Street, Tne Golden Creame 
Donut Shop, 921 Lynch Street, and the Qtvik Cleaners, 1002 
Lynch Street. Many windows and much of the stock in these 
establishments were destroyed, however, looting was minimal. 

The same sources said at 10: 00 P .M. the mob 
stopped in front of the Masonic Temple, 1072 Lynch Street, 
which is located bvo blocks from the Jackson State College 
Campus. Inside the Temple, Charles Evers, Negro male, 
Mississippi National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) Field Secretary, and recently 
defeated Mississippi candidate for United States Congress, 
was holding a large Negro community meeting, which began 
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at 9:00 P.H., to discuss sympathy plans regarding Martin 
Luther King, Jr.'s, death. The mob outside then turned 
over and burned an unoccupied auto of Associated Press 
Reporter, John Pearce, who had been inside the Temple 
covering Evers' meeting. At least one shotgun blast was 
fired into this car during attempts of the mob to set 
the car on fire. The car is a 1967 maroon Ford. 

When the automobile was overturned and burned, 
Charles Evers left the meeting in the Temple, proceeded 
outside, and attempted to quiet the mob with limited 
success. 

M. B. Pierce, Chief of Detectives, Jackson, 
Mississippi, Police Department, advised that units of the 
Jackson Police and Fire Departrnents, in excess of 100 men, 
then moved in to disperse the crowd, usin3 tear gas. He 
said Lynch Street and the Lynch Street vicinity was cleared 
by 11:40 P.M., and no arrests were made or injuries reported. 
He said the entire Jackson State College Cempus area was 
quiet at 11:00 P.M. 

Confidential source number one advised that 
Charles Evers was considering a sympathy march to the 
State Capitol in Jackson on the morning of April 5, 1968, 
and was also considering organizing a large march for 
Jackson or Hashington,_D.C., for April 22, 1968. 

Jackson State College is a state supported, 
coeducational, Negro college, with about 2,000 students, 
which was the scene of a riot in Nay, 1967, during which 
one Negro male was killed. 

3 

_, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NEGRO DISTURBANCES IN MISSISSIPPI 
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On the evening of April 4, 1968, Chief of 
Detectives, Pierce, Jackson Police Department, advised 
that in an isolated incident in a Negro area of Northwest 
Jackson, during the late evening of this date, a white 
owned food store, Franklin's Grocery, 3002 Delta Drive, 
was set on fire, apparently by a Molotov Cocktail thrown 
by a passerby. He said the Fire Department quickly 
arrived on the scene and extinguished the fire after only 
minor damage occurred. 

He said no injuries were suffered. 

Charles Snodgrass, Administrative Assistant, 
Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol (l-IHSP), advised that 
at 10:00 P.M., on April 4, 1968, about 30 Negro students 
at Rust College, Holly Springs, Mississippi, threw rocks 
and bricks at various campus buildings. He said the 
group was dispersed by college officials with only minor 
damage to buildings. Snodgrass advised no arrests were 
made, no injuries were reported and the campus was quiet 
by 11:30 P.H. 

Rust College is a private Negro, coeducational, 
college with about 500 stude:t ts, located in North 
Mississippi. 

Charles Snodgrass, MHSP, advised that about 
9:00 P.M., April 4, 1968, approximately 300 'Negro students 
from Mississippi Valley State College, Itta Bena, Mississippi, 
left their dormitories and marched around the campus singing 
and chanting. A fe,;;,7 students left the march and broke 
windows in a grocery store near the campus, however, only 
minor damage occurred. Snodgrass advised the campus was 
quiet at 11: 00 P .M., .and no arrests were tnade. He said 
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two Negro students received minor injuries from buckshot 
wounds. He said hit in the right leg was Robert Flower, 
Negro male, from Montgomery, Alabama, end hit in thejleft 
leg and thigh was James Cooper, Negro male, of West 11oint, 
Mississippi. · 

Mississippi Valley State College is a Negro, 
state supported, coeducational, college of about 600 
students, located in Northwest Mississippi. 

Appropriate local, state and Federal authorities 
were advised of the above information as it was received. 
Charles Snodgrass, MHSP, advised that the MHSP has sizeable 
detachments standing by in the vicinities of the above 
areas. William Rist, Military Intelligence Group, Jackson, 
advised that the Mississippi National Guard had been alerted 
and detachments of the National Guard were moved to assembly 
areas in Greenwood and Jackson, Mississippi, ready £or 
deployment if necessary. 

DISTURBANCES AND ACTIVITIES, APRIL 5, 1968 

Confidential source number three, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, telephonically advised a 
Special Agent of the Jackson Office of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) that he was calling from Memphis, 
Tennessee, at 11:16 A.M., on this date. He said about 
125 Negro ministers had marched to City Hall in downtown 
Memphis in sympathy to Martin Luther King, Jr. 's, death, 
on this date. Upon completion of the march, Southern 
Christian Leadership Council (SCLC) leaders Ralph Abernathy, 
Vice-President, and Andrew Young will depart for Atlanta, 
Georgia. Abernathy and some local Nemphis leaders conferred 
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on the evening of April 4, 1968, and "fought over the 
future course of action as to violent and non-violent 
action in Memphis." Abernathy said he will continue, 
SCLC on a non-violent course and they would all ret~rn 
to Atlanta on the late evening of April 5, 1968. This 
source advised it appears that Atlanta, with SCLC and SNCC 
having headquarters there, will be the focal point of 
Negro leadership in the next few days while servic_es for 
Doctor King are pending in Atlanta. 

M. B. Pierce, Chief of Detectives, Jackson, 
Mississippi, Police Department, advised that Lawrence 
Thomas Guyot, Jr., Negro male, Chairman, Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP), Jackson, a predominately 
Negro political party, issued a statement to all Negroes 
in Jackson to boycott white businesses, as well as 
Negro students to boycott schools, beginning April 8, 
through April 12, 1968. The boycott would.be a protest 
to the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Chief Pierce advised that Negro students at 
Lanier and Jim Hill High Schools, both all Negro schools 
in Jackson with about 1,500 students each, began to throw 
rcicks, bricks and debris on school property on morning 
of April 5, 1968. The melees at these schools were touched 
off by small groups of students after schools had been 
opened on this date. School officials and police officers 
brought the situation at both schools under control and 
no knm1n injuries were reported, andno arrests were made. 
Minor damage was suffered to both schools, Chief Pierce 
said. 
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Vernon Maxwell, Security Officer, Alcorn A & M 
College, Lorman, Mississippi, advised that about 12:15 A.M., 
on April 5, 1968, students at this college congregated 
in a large group on the campus and held memorial services 
for King. Later, during the 1aorning, 300 to t~oo students 
gathered near the refidence of the College President. The 
crowd became unruly and threw stones and bottles at 
Alcorn College Negro Security Officers and two MHSP patrol 
units. Shots from small virearms were heard in the 
vicinity, however, no weapons were obse::,:-ved by officers. 
The students returned to their dormitories around 4:00 A.M., 
and no injuries were reported. Damage to college property 
was minor. One arrest ·was made by Security Off ice rs of 
Thomas Keith Glasgow, white male, former instructor at 
the college, who was recently discharged by officials 
following disturbances at the college in late February, 
1968. Glasgow was charged with being drunk in public. 

Alcorn A & M College is an all Negro, state 
supported, college with 2,500 students, located in rural 
Southwest Mississippi. 

Charles Marx, Administrative 
Chief, MHSP, advised on April 5, 1968, 
students from Mississippi Valley State 
Mississippi, did not report to classes 
but instead conducted a sympathy march 
the downtown area and then returned to 
threw rocks, bottles and debris at two 
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the march, but no injuries were reported. No other 
injuries were suffered, or arrests were made. 

M. B. Pierce, Jackson Police Department, advised 
about 150 students congregated in a Negro section of Jackson, 
in the Lynch Street vicinity, around 11:00 A.M., on April 5, 
1968, and started marching to downtown Jackson. Charles 
Evers, Mississippi Field Secretary, NAACP, dispersed the 
crowd without incident. 

A. U. Russell, Chief of Police, Yazo::> City, 
Mississippi, advised on April 5, 1968, that at 9:30 A.M., 
on this date, a group of about 100 Negro high school 
students from Taylor High School, Yazoo City, left their 
classes and marched to downtown Yazoo City singing and 
chc1.nting. The students returned to class shortly thereafter, 
after local and school officials addressed the students. 
One known student, Herbert Smith, Negro male, age 22 ,. 
Yazoo City, was arrested by the Yazoo City Police Department, 
during the march, on inciting to riot and resisting arrest 
charges, after Smith unsuccessfully tried to encourage 
the students to remain out of classes and to defy officials. 

L.B. Williams, Sheriff, Bolivar County, Mississippi, 
advised April 5, 1968, that a group of 300 Negro students 
from predominately Negro Eastside High School, Cleveland, 
Mississippi, marched a distance of 20 blocks in Cleveland, 
on this date, singing patriotic songs. The march began 
at 2: 00 P .M., and the marchers were orderly. No incidents 
insued and no arrests were made. 

Curtis Lary, Chief of Police, Greenwood, Mississippi, 
Police Department, advised April 5, 1958, that a group of 
about 500 individuals, predominately Negro, marched to the 

8 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NEGRO DISTURBANCES IN MISSISSIPPI 
AS EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY TO 
ASSASSL~ATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Courthouse in Greenwood at 2 :00 P.H., on this date. 
The group was lead by five local ministers and a memorial 
service was held for King on the Courthouse grounds. No 
arrests and no incidents occurred. 

J.B. Hines, Major, Jackson, Mississippi, Police 
Department, reported that during the day and evening of 
April 5, 1968, only a few scattered incidents involving 
minor property damage in the Jackson area occurred as a 
result of Negro unrest. He said no arrests were made. 

Confidential source number two, mentioned earlier 
in this document, advised on April 5, 1968, Marvin Louis 
Wilson and George Washington Ware, Jr., spent the evening 
in various bars in the Lynch Street area of Jackson. 

M. B. Pierce, Jackson, Mississippi, Police 
Department, advised he received information that Marvin 
Louis Wilson, Negro male, SNCC leader, had called several 
news media on April 5, 1968, and advised he is going to 
give a press release on April 6, 1968, regarding Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 's, assassination. 

Appropriate local, state and Federal authorities 
were advised of the above information as it was received. 
Leland Rogers, Military Intelligence Group, Jackson, advised 
that the entire Mississippi National Guard is on alert 
and several detachments are standing by at strategic 
locations throughout Mississippi. Charles Snodgrass, 
1-'IHSP, advised that Highway Patrol Deta::hments have been 
positioned throughout areas of Mississippi were disturbances 
occurred on April 4, 1968. 

This document cont2ins neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI an~ is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-323 (Rev. 11-29-61) 

In Reply, Pl.ease Rejf!T" to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Post Office Box 1450 
Jackson, Miss iss :i.ppi 39205 

April 6, 19 68 

Title NEGRO DISTURBANCES IN HISSISSIPPI 
AS EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY TO 
ASSASSDMTION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Character RACIAL MATTER 

Reference Letterhead Memorandum of Special Agent 
Thomas Fitz Patrick, dated April 6, 1968, 
captioned as above. 

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
infonnation in the past. 

This d~cument ~o~t.::tin~ neither recommendations r.or conclusions ,)f the FBI. It is the prc 0 erty 
of the r- BI and 1s ioaned tc your agency; it and it3 contents are not to be distributed outs.:.de 
your agency. 
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FBI · 

Date: 4/6/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in --------:-=----------------_JI 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

AIRTEL AI&~t\IL I I Via _______ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FRCM: JACKSON (157-9587) {P) 

SUBJECT: NEGRO DISTURBANCES 
IN MISSISSIPPI AS . 
EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY 
TO ASSASS INA TIG.~ OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
RM 

Re Jackson phone call to Bureau, 4/4/68; Jackson 
teletypes to Bureau, Atlanta and Memphis, 4/5 and 4/6/68. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
10 copies of Lffi1 in captioned matter; 2 copies of LHM ~~ 
enclosed for Atlanta and Memphis; information cop· . LHM 
enclosed for Cincinnati due to MARVIN LOUIS W N's presence 
in Jackson, Miss., having recently been SNCC reject 
Director in Dayton, Ohio. 
3 - Bureau (Enc. 11) (RM) 
2 - Atlanta (Enc. 2) (RM) 
l - Cincinnati (Enc. 1) (Info) (RM) 
2 - Memphis (Encl. 2) (RM) 
@)- J,~a~c.!'!k~s~--

1 - 157-9586) 
(1 - - 6) 
(1 - 170-491) 
(1 - 170-522) 
(1 170-525) 
(1 - 170-520) 

TF:bal / 
(16) t-v'f 

Approv~i...z1-,,,.---------­
''?J Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 
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JN 157-9587 

One copy of LHM•forwarded USA, Jackson, USA, 
Oxfortl,-and Secret Service, Jackson; two copies forwarded 

. -MIGp, Ja~n. 

All ~n~o~.,nts, racial, security and crimiba1, 
of Jackson Division ha"?Q ':)een alerted. j 

MARVIN LOUIS WILSON and L~HRENCE THCMAS GUYOT, JR., 
mentioned in LHM, are on Jackson Agitator Index. 

follows: 
Sources mentioned in LHM are identified as 

First Confidential Source is JN 177-R 
Second Confidential Source is LUTHER MYLES, 
RI (PROB-GHETTO) 
Third Confidential Source is CS JN-225-R. 

The Jackson Division had several other Ghetto 
and racial sources at scene of disturbances in Jackson, 
however, information provided by them is not being included 
in LHM as it is repetitious. 

The Jackson Division is following all developments 
in this matter closely, and the Bureau and interested offices 
will be kept advised; activities of MARVIN "LOUIS WILSON and 
GEORGE WASHINGTON WARE, JR., are being closely followed 
with sources. 
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FBI ·wASH DC 

FBI JKSN MISS 

557 PM URGENT 4-9-68 KCH 

. To· DIRECTOR / MOBILE AND MEMPHIS 

FROM JACKSON Cl 5 7-9 586) 

MURK! N. 

RECORDS, INGALL'S SHIPBUILDING CORPORATION, PASCAGOULA, 

REFLECT ONE JOHN D. WILLARD, SSN 
~---------------" 

EMPLOYED JANUARY EIGHTEEN, SIXTY 
~----------~ 

SEVEN, AS AN INSPECTOR IN CONSTRUCTION OF MOTOR VESSEL 

OREGON. REPRESENTED OWNER AND NOT AN EMPLOYEE OF INGALL'S. 

NO DESCRIPTION OR RESIDENCE AVAILABLE AT INGALLS, PHOTO 

AT INGALL'S REFLECTS WHITE MALE, ABOUT FORTY, NOT CwOSELY 

SIMILAR TO PUBLICIZED DRAWING THIS CAS~. REX GORDON, ATTORNEY, 

PASCAGOULA, ADVISED ~ILLARD LAST KNOWN EMPLOYED BY ROBERT 

BERNEY, ONE FOUR ONE TWO DAUPHIN STREET, MOBILE. CREDIT 

AND CRIMINAL RECORDS, PASCAGOULA, NEGATIVE. 

f·108ILE. IDENTIFY WILLARD, INTERVIEW AND ASCERTAIN 

WHEREABOUTS MARCH TWENTY NI NE THROUGH APR! L FOUR, SIXTY El GH T. 

END 

svw 

. , 
. ' ', 

FBI WASH DC 

p 

;5 7- q ~lt>- CJ'!f ~<: 
' I·,', '( 
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FBI 

Date: 4/9/68 

·1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in -------=-P=LA'='l=N=T=E=XT=------0--,--------ill 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via ___ T_ELE_TYP __ E ________ UR_G_EN_T __ --,-----------11 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: 

FROM: JACKSON (157-9586) 

MURKIN. 

RECORDS, INGAL°tsSHIPBUILDING CORPORATION, PASCAGOULA, 

REFLECT ONE JOHN D. WILLARD, SSN 
~----------~ 

EMPLoYED .MBlWIY.I EIGHTEEN, SIXTY 
t 

SEVEN, AS AN INSPECTOR IN CONSTRUCTION OF MOTOR VESSEL 

OREGON. REPRESENTED OWNER AND NOT AN EMPLoYEE OF INGALts. 

NO DESCRIPTION OR RESIDENCE AVAILABLE AT INGALLS. PH01.0 

AT INGALL'S REFLECTS WHITE MALE, ABOUT FORTY, NOT CLOSELY 
µQ~1wC:, 

SIMILAR TO PUBLICIZED ~ THIS CASE. REX GORDON, ATTORNEY, 

PASCAGOULA, ADVISED WILLARD LAST KNOWN EMPLoYED BY ROBERT 

BERNEY, ONE FOUR ONE TWO DAUPHIN STREET, MOBILE. CREDIT 

AN> CRIMINAL RE<DRDS, PASCAGOULA, 

MOBILE. IDENTIFY WILLARl} ,, 

J!7RCH TWENTY NINE THROUGH APRIL FOUR, Si~\~~G~. END. 

(\J/- Jackson 4' ~.f'~Ji 1/-
JJF:ccs 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

5010-108-01 

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11,IS 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 

SA BENJAMIN O. KEUTZER 

MURKIN 

DATE: 4/9/68 

On 4/4/68, the following Jackson Division 
sources were contacted by the writer concerning 
captioned matter with negative results: 

JN 343-R {PROB) 
JN 342-R {PROB) 
JN 192-R 
JN 349-R (PROB) 
JN 393-R {PROB) 
JN 368-R {PROB) 
ESTELLE BRYANT - CS-R 

JN 370-R {PROB) and JN 215-R (PROB), 
both of whom are assigned to the writer, could not 
be contacted regarding captioned matter at this 
time. 

Continuous contact will be maintained with 
the above Jackson Division informants in an effort 
to obtain any information of ~alue concerning captioned 
matter. 

t!J,-Jackson @-157-9586) {1-170-445) {l-170-444) 
fl-170-335) (1-170-473) (1-170-548) (1-170-321) 
{l-170-465) (1-170-574) (1-170-489) 

BOK/jrs . 
(11) ~ 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAi- FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1182 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (4! CFR) 101•11.I 

UNITED ST ATES iVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 

SA BENJAMIN O. KEUTZER 

MURKIN 

DATE: 4/9/68 

On 4/4/68, the following Jackson Division 
sources were contacted by the writer concerning 
captioned matter with negative results: 

JN 343-R (PROB) 
JN 342-R (PROB) 
JN 192-R 
JN 349-R (PROB) 
JN 393··R (PROB) 
JN 368-R (PROB) 
ESTELLE BRYANT - CS-R 

JN 370-R (PROB) and JN 215-R (PROB), 
both of whom are assigned to the writer, could not 
be contacted regarding captioned matter at this 
time. 

Continuous contact will be maintained with 
the above Jackson Division informants in an effort 
to obtain any information of ¥alue concerning captioned 
matter. 

,1?.l.J.;Jackson ~~~157-9586) (1-170-445) (l-170-L}44) 
l__ ..•• '(-1-170-335) (1-170-473) (1-170-548) (1-170-321) 

(1-170-~65) (1-170-574) (1-170-489) 
BO!</ jrs . --y··> J 
~l) J 
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TO 

FROM 

I 

' 

oPTIONAL l"ORM NO. 10 
MAY IIIZ EDITION 
GSA l"l'MR (41 Cl"R) 101•11,I 

UNITED STATES l. ✓ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 

SA BENJAMIN O. KEUTZER 

DATE: 
4/9/68 

SUBJE~T: MURKIN 
I 

5010-I0a-.JI 

At 6:00 p.m. 4/4/68, JN 393-R (PROB) telephonicaly 
contacted the writer, at which time source advised he 
had been in telephonic contact with L. E. MATTHEWS 
between the hours 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. that date. 
MATTHEWS was at his place of residence at that time. 

On the same date the writer, accompanied by SA 
MICHAEL J. O'NEILL, physically observed the following 
at the times indicated: 

At 8:55 p.m. the residence of BENNIE WALDRUP, 
184 Longino Street, was checked an a light was noticed 
at the rear of the WALDRUP residence as well as the vehicle 
assumed to be WALDRUP's located at the rear of the driveway. 

At 9:00 p.m. the residence of JOE DENVER HAWKINS, 
1723 St. Charles Street, was observed and the automobile 
of HAWKINS was noti.ced in his driveway. The residence 
was dark. 

At 9:30 p.m. the residence of J. L. HARPER, 
932 Myrtlewood Drive, was observed. The lights were 
on and the automobile owned by HARPER was observed in the 
driveway. 

At 9:40 p.m. the residence of JOE DANIEL HAWKINS, 
2610 Brookwood Avenue, was checked. The lights were out 
and the automdile of HAWKINS was gone. 

) 
i:~ "7 f_.~ c-C ( _ 

~--:=J I - I c.J t'..) ~ 

At 9:47 p.m. the residence of_ BURRIS DUNN, 
• 308 Plummer Circle, was observed. The house lights 

were on and the automobile owned by DUNN was parked in the 
driveway. 

[9~Jackson ~157-9586) (1-157-4096) {l-1571~~ilE .~t;oo. w 
{l-157-7868) (1-157-3307) (1-157-6320)(1- s~~Q8&c ,f ~~~~~ 

BOK/jrsr 21f'R~ l" 
(9) ~rQ 

1
_ f ,:u -JIii()\ 

l-----........ ~---+-...... 

Buy U.S. Stivings Bonds Re;,11larlJ on the Payroll S,1vings Plan 
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JN 157-9586 

At 9:55 the residence of JINNY COPELAND, McClure 
Road was observed. The house lights were on, however, the 
automobile owned by COPELA!\'D was gone. 

-2*-
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1112 EDmON 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101•11.I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 

SA BENJAMIN O. KEUTZER 

DATE: 
4/9/68 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

so10~1oa--01 

At 6:00 p.m. 4/4/68, JN 393-R (PROB) telephonicaly 
contacted the writer, at which time source advised he 
had been in telephonic contact with L. E. MATTHEWS 
between the hours 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. that date. 
MATTHEWS was at his place of residence at that time. 

On the same date the writer, accompanied by SA 
MICHAEL J. O'NEILL, physically observed the following 
at the times indicated: 

At 8:55 p.m. the residence of BENNIE WALDRUP, 
184 Longino Street, was checked an a light was noticed 
at the rear of the WALDRUP residence as well as the vehicle 
assumed to be WALDRUP's located at the rear of the driveway. 

At 9:00 p.m. the residence of JOE DENVER.HAWKlNS, 
1723 St. Charles Street, was observed and the automobile 
of HAWKINS was noticed in his driveway. The residence 
was dark. 

At 9:30 p.m. the residence of J. L. HARPER, 
932 Myrtlewood Drive, was observed. The lights were 
on and the automobile owned by HARPER was observed in the 
driveway. 

At 9:40 p.m. the residence of JOE DANIEL HAWKINS, 
2610 Brookwood Avenue, was checked. The lights were out 
and the automdile of HAWKINS was gone. 

At 9:47 p.m. the residence of BURRIS DUNN, 
308 Plununer Circle, was observed. The house lights 
were on and the automobile owned by DUNN was parked in the 
driveway. . / 5 J- o/5?5 0- JD/ 

@Jackson~157-9586) (1-157-4096) (1-157:---.=.3"'-¥.III--.... ____ -. 
(1-157-7868) (1-157-3307) (1-157-6320)(1 1£i~HQ,86.Q,)..48PSIQ 

BOK/ j rs SERIALIZlO ..L,Jtl£0--a~ 

(9) ~ APtZ 9 1 
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At 9:55 the residence of JIMMY COPELAND, McClure 
Road was observed. The house lights were on, however, the 
automobile owned by COPELAND was gone. 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI JKSN MISS 

4•08 HOLD FOR 2 MESSAGES 

PM URGENT 4·9-68 VCG 

TO MEMPHIS 

FROM JACKSON C157-9586)2P 

MURK! N 

R'E MY TEL APRILL, LAST. , 

ERNEST LEVON 1lrLSON, ONE ONE FIVE MONTANNA AVENUE, 

MC COMB, MISS.,_./WHOLESALE DRUG SALESMAN, MEYER BROTHERS 

DRUG COMPANY, 'JACKSON, MISS., ON APRIL NINE, INSTANT, ADVISED 

THAT ifJRS. GRADY MARTIN, JR., OWNER OF "IHESHELF CAFE" IN 

BROOKHAVE, ON APRIL EIGHT, LAST, ADVISED HIM AN FBI AGENT 

QUESTIONED HER ABOUT HIM ON APRIL SEVEN, LAST. 

MR. WILSON CMENTIONEti IN RE TEL) ADVISED HE DRIVES 

A SIXTY-SEVEN WHITE CHEVROLET, AND WAS AT "THE SHELF" AT 

MIDNIGHT APRIL FOUR, LAST AND WITH SEVERAL UNKNOWN TRUCK 
DRIVERS DISCUSSED THE KING ASSASSINATION. 

HE ADVISED HE HEARD A RADIO BROADCAST FROM MEMPHIS 

JUST BEFORE MIDNIGHT WHEREIN,THE OWNER OF AN AMUSEMENT 

CENTER IN MEMPHIS WAS INTERVIEWED ON THE RADIO AND STATED 

HE SAW A MAN THROW A RIFLE AND A BAG IN HIS "AMUSEMENT CENTER." 

. ,J 

. ,::1_Jt:~ 

I· 
. I•. 

END PA GE ONE / s 7.,,.. 9 f;8 fo- I(),:)_, 

Searchen---
Se.r1ali~,cri ______ Tf.Jl,,!,----

~ ' -'~'>' . . ----17I 
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PAGE TWO 

nus MAN SATED HE COULD NOT IDENTIFY THE MAN AS HE ONLY 

SAW HIS BA CK. 

r-~R. wILSON ADVISED HE DIDNOT HEAR ANY COMMENTS ABOUT 
A BLANKET BEING USED TO MUFFLE THE SOUND OR THE RIFLE BEING 

PURCHASED IN MEMPHIS. 

IT APPEARS MR. ~ILSON IS IDENTICAL TO THE DRUG SALESMAN 

MENTIONED IN RE TEL. 

END 

FBI MEMPHIS 

FIRST PAGE CORR LINE 5 LAST WORDS "THE SHELF CAFE" 

I 

,-

. ,, 
., ' 

·,,' )','. 

j) ,' '; 

. I 

,,,\· 
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FD-36 (R&v, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/9/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in --------------------11 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via ---TEL==ETIP~~E~- __________ UR.~G=EN=T~-------1', 
(Priority) I 

________________________________________________ L _______ -

TO: MEMPHIS 

FROM: JACKSON (157-9586) 

MURKIN 

RE MY TEL APRIL 

ERNEST LEVON LSON, ONE ONE FIVE MORTANNA AVENUE, 

MC COMB, MISS. , OLESALE DRUG SALESMAN, MEYER BROTHERS 

DRUG COMPANY, JACKSON, MISS., ON APRIL NINE, INSTANT, ADVISED 

THAT MRS. GRADY MARTIN, JR., OWNER OF "THE SHELF CAFE" IN 

BROOKHAVEN, OR APRIL EIGHT, LAST, ADVISED HIM AN FBI AGENT 

QUESTIONED HER ABOUT HIM OR APRIL SEVEN, LAST. 

~ • WILSON (MENTIONED IR RE TEL) ADVISED HE DRIVES 

A SIXTY-SEVER WHITE CHEVROLET, AND WAS AT "THE SHELF" AT 

MIDNIGHT APRIL FOUR, LAST AND WITH SEVERAL UNICNOWN TRUCK 

DRIVERS DISCUSSED THE KING ASSASSINATION. 

HE ADVISED HE HEARD A RADIO BROADCAST FROM MEMPHIS 

JUST BEFORE MIDNIGHT WHEREIN THE OWNER OF AN AMUSEMENT . ., , 
l57 -~·;s-f'[_,-/ o'--' 

CUTER IN MEMPHIS WAS INTERVIEWED ON THE RADIO AND STATED 

BE SAW A MAN THROW A RIFLE AND A BAG IN HIS "AMUSEMENT CENTER." 

RLT/W.GJ, 
Approve(a >-'d~-+------"--¥'1~w-+-:::::,,,---==- Sent 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ----------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
PAGE TWO 

THIS MAN STATED HE COULD NOT IDENTIFY THE MAN AS HE ONLY 

SAW HIS BACK. 

MRo WILSON ADVISED HE DID NOT l{gAR ANY C<HtENTS ABOUT 

A BLANKET BEING USED TO MUFFLE THE SOUND OR THE RIFLE BEING 

PURCHASED IN MEMPHIS. 

IT APPEARS MR. WILSON IS IDENTICAL TO THE DRUG SALESJ#AR 

MENTIONED IN RE TEL. END. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per------
Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI JK SN MISS 

722PM URGENT 4-9-68 KCH 

TO/MEMPHIS 

FROM JACKSON (157-9586) 

MURK! N. 

RE URTEL APRIL EIGHT LAST. 

INVESTIGATION RIPLEY, MISS.,,REFLECTS 

NOT GOALSBY, CURRENTLY EMPLOYED OAKLY FORD 

DEALERSHIP, MEMPHIS, TENN.· 

JERRY G,ot)LSBY, 

EAsr//2oRD 
I 

GOOLSBY ALSO RESIDES AT UNK~OWN ADDRESS MEMPHIS, TENN., 

BEING EilHER DIVORCED OR SEPARATED FROM WIFE WHO RESIDES 

IN RIPLEY, MISS. 

GOOLSBY DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, BORN 
~---~ 

BLUE EYES, BLOND HAIR, 
~---------------~ 

SIX FEET, 11-{REE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY POUNDS, 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 

GOOLSBY SERVED u.s. ARMY, APRIL Two, NINETEEN 

FIFTY EIGHT TO JULY TWO~ NINETEEN FIFTY NINE. 

END PA GE ONE 

, ::"I 

,.:. 
··~ •. ·, ,, . 
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PA GE Two· 

TIPPAH COUNTY SHERirr·s OFFICE RECALLS HAVING ARRESTED 

GOOLSBY PREVIOUSLY FOR PUBLIC DRUNKENESS. SO ADVISED HE 

HAS BEEN KNOWN TO BECOME ROWDY WHEN DRINKING. 

GOOLSBY HAS NOT BEEN OBSERVED IN RIPLEY, MISS., AREA 

PAST SEVERAL WEEKS AND REPORTELLY FREQUE~TS THE AREA ONLY 

ON WEEKENDS. 

GOOLSBY REPORTEDLY HAS ACCESS TO VARIOUS MODELS OF 

FORD AUTOMOBILES IN CONNECTION WITH HIS EMPLOYMENT. 

MEMPHIS AT MEMPHIS, TENN., ATTEMPT TO LOCATE GOOLSBY 

IBROUGH EMPLOYMENT, ABOVE, AND ELIMINATE AS SUSPECT. 

END 

TSJ 

Fol rr;EMPH IS 

TU 

l 

\' 

' ' 
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FBI 

Date: 4/9/68 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in --------:-:::----:--""7"""".'"----:---,-..-------<' 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 

Via ___ TE_LE_T_Y_PE ______ UR_GE_NT ______ --=------------J' 
(Priority) I .. 

------------------------------------------------L-----• 
TO: 

FR<J,f: 

MEMPHIS 

JACKSON (157-9586) 

MURKIN, 4iif. 

RE lJRTEL APRIL EIGHT LAST. 

INVESTIGATION RIPLEY, MISS., 

NOT GOALSBY, CURRENTLY EMPLOYED OAKLY FORD EA , FORD 

DEALERSHIP, MEMPHIS, TENN. 

GOOLSBY ALSO RESIDES AT UNKNOWN ADDRESS MEMPHIS, TENN. , 

BEING EITHER DIVORCED OR SEPARATED FROM WIFE WHO RESIDES 

IN RIPLEY, MISS. 

GOOLSBY DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, BORN 
L__ __ ------' 

BLUE EYES, BLOND HAIR, 
~---------------~ 

SIX FEET, TIIREE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY POUNDS, 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 

' •. . }, 
ir \1,/.::t~;t;:~(~\~~~::·' 
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FBI 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ---------=:-----,-------------ll 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via _________________________ __JI 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- - , 

PAGE TWO 

TIPPAH COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE RECALLS HAVING ARRESTED 

GOOLSBY PREVIOUSLY FOR PUBLIC DRUNKENESS. SO ADVISED HE 

HAS BEEN KNOWN TO BECOME ROWDY WHEN DRINKING. 

GOOLSBY HAS NOT BEEN OBSERVED IN RIPLEY, MISS., AREA 

PAST SEVERAL WEEKS AND REPORTEDLY FREQUENTS THE AREA ONLY 

ON WEEKENDS. 

GOOLSBY REPORTEDLY HAS ACCESS TO VARIOUS MODELS OF 

FORD AUTOMOBILES IN CONNECTION WITH HIS EMPLOYMENT. 

MEMPHIS AT MEMPHIS, TENN. , ATTEMPT TO LOCATE GOOLSBY 

THROUGH EMPLOYMENT, ABOVE, AND 'lfJ ELIMINATE AS SUSPECT. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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