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Report of: 

Date: 

Title: 

Synopsis: 

• UNITED STATES. DEPAR1'MENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGA:'J"ION 

SA JOE C. HESTER 
4/17/68 

ME 44-1987 

UNKNOWN S OBJECT, 
also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmeyer, 
John Willard; 

Office: MEMPHIS 

DR. MARTIN LU'THER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

At about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, while standing on second 
floor balcony outside room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, victim was struck in 
right side of face by a single bullet. Autopsy report indi­
cated that nthe severing of the spinal cord at this level 
and to this extent was a wound that was fatal very shortly 
after its occurrence." This investigation, predicated 
upon a specific request from the Attorney General of the 
UeSa, disclosed fatal shot was fired from the bathroom of 
a rooming house located at-, ~2½ S. Main Street, Memphis, 
which bathroom wa:sf -loc,a:t-~d- at the rear of the rooming 
hcm~e 9 and which-'.'lad a window overlooking the Lorraine Motel. 
(Crime scene dia~am included in details.) On aftel'noon of 
4/4/68, Unknown Subject rented room 5-B at 422½ S. Main 
Street and paid one weeks rent. After bearing rifle shot 
at about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, other tenants in rooming house 
ob~erved Unknown Subject flee from rooming house carrying a 
large package which.was subsequently abandoned by him on 
sidewalk in front of Canipe Amusement Company, 424 s. Main 
Str>eet, from which place he was observed to flee in a white 
Mustango Found abandoned in front of 424 S. Main Street 
was 30=06 Remington model 760 rifle, serial number 461476, 
a small plastic suitcase containing aunrous articles, 
undershorts, a tee shirt, binoculars, and a brown and green 
bedspread in which all of these items were partially wrapped. 
Investigation at motels in the vicinity of Memphis, Tennessee, 
to locate an individual driving a white Mµstang, disclosed 

Tbis document contains neltlier recommendations nor conclusions of.;any lcind. It' is tbe property of,tl,e FBI, and is 01 lo.an to your agencr, 
it-and/or Its contents are not to ·be distributed outside your agctncy. 16-7462&-1 GPO 
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that BRIC S. GALT, 2608 Higblalllld Awenue, Birmingham, 
Alab>ama 11 had spen.t the night of 4/3/68, :mt the Re~l .Motel• 
3466 L1&•r Avemiue II Hem.phis, Tenl!lleissee 11 &mid was driving 
~ Mustang with Alabama license 1=38993~ Investigation 
d;isclosed bil.l'Aoculars ab>an.<d!tr)ned by Unkmtown. Subject were 
purchased afternoon of 4/4/68 9 from RALPH Me CARPBNTBR, 
salesm.aD, York Arms Compainy, Mefl_lllphis. · Gillette shaving 
kit abandoned by Unknown Subject determi~ed to have been 
purchased Olive?'. Rexall Drug Store 0 Whitehaven, Tennessee. 
Autopsy findings set out. IN VIIW OF TD CRIMI FOR WHICH UNSUB 
BEING SOUG!f, HB SHOULD BB ooR'S !DIIID ARJ?D AND DANGllto\is. -

""'p -

--- -----------~---.. ~· 
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DIJTAILS: 

This investigati@~ -~~ predicated upon receipt 
of a specif :le request :from the Attwllllef General of tile 
United· States en tH night of Ap:ir:il: 4, · 1911, that the Federal 
Bureau of lnvefflltigation co!Iilduct aP,!Jlf invefi!Btigation int~· tbe · 
nrder of Dr. HAI.TD LUTDR KI.MG, a., at J4enaph1e, Te,.easee, 
on tbat date. 
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INVESTIGATION AT CRIME SCENE AND VICINITY 

Set f@rth @im the f@ur pages which follow is 
illustrative materi~l which relates to the general area 
of the crlme scene ~nd particularly to the rooming 
house at 422½ S@uth Ma:iim Street (where the Unknown 
Subject occupied R©©m 5-B and from which rooming ho~se 
the shot was fired) and Canipe Amusement Company, 424 
South Main Street (in fr@nt of which numerous items 
were found and which were reportedly dropped or thrown 
down by the Unknown Subject as he ran south on the east 
side of Main Street)o The illustrative material is as 
follows: 

1) A pl/i\n view diagram of the crime 
scene area 

2) A composite photographic front view 
of the east side of 410-424 South Main Street 

3) A fl@~r plan diagram of a rooming house 
located on the second floor of two 
separ~te buildings over 418-424 South 
Main Street 9 the address of this ro~min.g 
bouse being 422½ South Main Stre~t 

4) A map of part of the city of Memphis, 
Tenllessee 9 showing the relationship to 
the crime scene of York Arms Company, 
where Unknown Subject purchased binoculars 
which were later recqvered; Oliver Rex-11 
Drug Store, where the Unknown Subject had 
purchased a shaving kit which was later 
recovered; and the Rebel Motel, where the 
UnknowD Subject was registered on the night 
of April 3, 1968, under the name· ERIC s. 
GALTe 
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E) Point where Dr. Kipg w s shot 

424 - Canipe Amusement Co. 

@422½ - s. entran/4:e(stairway)to rooming 
house, 2pd flo,br 

422 - Cohn ano/ Co. /' 

@N. entrance (stairway') to rooming house,. · 
2nd floor 

420-418 -iJim's Grill 
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Indicates 2nd floor area of rooming house 
from 418-424 with two entrances marked 
A and B 

© Space for 3 _cars between fire plug and 
driveway 

@concrete retainer wall 

------1 ~~- White Mustang seen here _about 4:00pm ··. •n=I 
I and later · ! . 

2. ~ White Mustang seen here between approx. . r . 
IQ>/4:45 pm and 6:00 pm / 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A,,_p_r_i_l_8__,,_,_1_9_6_8--,--_ 

Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming 
house located at 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished 
the following information: 

Between 3:00 PeM• and 3:30 PeMe on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the 
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER if she had a room. She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see 
it. Mrs~ BREWER showed him Room No~ 8 1 which is located in 
the southwest part of the building, and the individual put his 
head into the doorway and after looking, stated that this. 
would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping room~ Mrs. BREWER 
then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in 
the doorway of this room and said it '.would be fine. At thi$ 
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the 
nort-heast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-B~ She and this individual then returned 
to her office. The individual stated that his name was JOHN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week. 

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would 
be for one week, and Mrs~ BREWER replied $8.50. WILLARD then 
put his hand into his right trouser pocket and withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to 
her~ She gave him change in denominations of one ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar bills., When WILLARD arrived at the 
rooming house 1 Mrs~ BREWER did not :not·ice any luggage in his 
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD 
did he volunteer any information concerning his home residence, 
line of business, or mode of transportation. WILLARD was not 
required to sign any type of regi.ster? and the only written 
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the 
$8e50, whiQh was made out in the handwriting 0£ Mrs. BREWER~ 

Mrs@ BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD returne,d 
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• 
~o Ro• 5~B'er tf he left the building at any time after 
tie~ting Room 5..;13, Mrs., BREWER did not again obsiex•ve WILLARD 
a,f ter 'b.e rel!il:ted the room., 

Mrs. BREIER ts b:~1sband ret11ufned home from work at 
5; ~5., i,~i on· April · 4, · 1968, and at that . tiime Mr.. and Mr~. 
BRffER · eiimmeneed their dinner. After dinlller l\b- 1

• :BREWER 
then. turned cm the television. set and was watching the 
'
1Rawhide"' television. program, an~ Mrs. BREWER did the 
iinner dishes. · Shortly after completil!lg the dinner dishes, 
Mr$. BREWER also sat down to watch the uRa,11,V:hide'' television 
progru. Within a matter of a couple of minu1:e:s 1 · M'rso BREWER 
hea~dwhat she thoW!ght to be a gun shot eoming from the back 
of :her remning house ... Mris,. ·BREWER believed that th.is must 
have been around 6;00 P.•~ on April 4, 1~68. She advised 
her husbai:nd that she thought it was a gun shot .. Her husband 
too~ time to put on his slippers and both of them then 
procee.ded to tbe southeast exit of the buildingt) Upon 
-rriving at this point,Mr. BR.EWER attempted to go out the 
baek doQr; however, a law enfor~eMent officer was in the back 
cf the building and instrueted both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door. and · return to their apartment. Mrs.. BREWER 
did not hear any noise such as someone running through her· 
building after hearing .the gun. shot, and the only noise she 
could .ree~ll-hearing was a let of hollering and screaming. 
near the back of her building toward the Lorraine M~tel. 

Mr~ .. BRDER, examined @ash that ishe had on hand 
al!11d determined .that she had three $20.00 bill:si ixr her . 
possession. She was unable to rspeqifically pinpoint which 
$20too 'bill' was fur!l'll.ishe«!· to 'her by WIL~RD -for payment of 
his roc,m :rent. Mrs; aREWER made available the following 

1 described twenty dollar Fe~er~l Reserve Notes: 

(1) Series 

(2) .Serie$ 

(3) Series 

Mrs. of WILLARD: 
BREWER 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age:. 

1963-A, Serial No. Fl4002844A 

1963-A, Serial No. Hl6164663A 

!1963, Serial No. F06445143A 

furnished 
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the following 

White 
Male 

description 

Approximately 35 years 
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Height: 
Weight: 
Blllild: 
Appearance: 

5t 119V to O t 
180 pounds 

II -- - __ _.:_------_______ _ 

Medi~m (carried weight well) 
Real neat looking, clean 
sll'u1ven. 

Mrs. BREWER ~tated that WILLARD appeared to have a 
smile or a sneer on his fa©e during their entire conversation; 
did not appear as though he was the outdoors type; wa~ 
wearing A dark sport jacket or short jacket 9 as he did not 
have to ~~11 the jacket back when he reached his right hand 
into his pocket for his money; did not notice any rings or· 
watches; paid no attention- to his ~hoes 9 pantrs, shirt, . 
or whether he had on a tiey 'but was quite positive that he 
did not have a hat; did not give the appearance of needing 
a haircut, nor was he wearing a mustache or any long sideburns; 
paid no particular attention t~ his teeth while he was talking 
and did not particularly notice about any part of his face, 
including nosej mouth 9 earsy ehiny or eyebrows$ 

Mrs. BREWER claims that she did not particularly 
look at this individual as she did not like the smile or 
sneer that he had on his faceo 

Mrs. BREWER did recall that when she pointed out 
, the 'bathroom facilities to WIJLLARD 9 she told hi.m that everyone 
in the ar~a of his room wa~ 11,i1su.ally quiet bu.t that the guy :next 
to him u~u.ally drinks a little bit. Mrso BREWER claimed that 
WILLARD then stated~ '9 I take a beer once in awhile myself." 
Mrs. BREWER claimed that she told him that was all right as 
long as he stayed in his room and kept quiet. 

Mrs. BREWER was unable to ~tate whether a:ny of the 
other roomers at her rooming house had an opportunity to 
either observe or have any contact with WILLARD, nor was she 
able to furnish any additional information. conce:r-ning __ 
WILLARD's activities du.~ing the brief period that he resided 
at her rooming house. She claims that she does not believe 
that she would recogn'ize 'this lniiv:idual · again 'from a · · 
photograph or if ~he had an opportunity to see him in per~on, 
but qualified this 'by ~tating that she probably would 'be · 
able to recognize him from the smile or sneer that he had on 
his fQce if she were able to ob~erve that in the future. 

11 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
4 

She claimed that WILLARD did not volunte~r any 
information con~erning hi~ per~onal ba©kground or volunteer 
any information concerning hi~ reason for being in Memphis. 
She claimed that WILURD'~ ~pee©~ was uju~t like the rest 
of us around here 9

9
f and that his vocabulary and accent were 

not out of place in her rooming hou~ee Mr~. BREWER recalled 
that when WILLARD fir~t looked in Room 8 9 he remarked that 
he only wanted a sleeping room a~ he would not be in the 
room in the daytime 9 ju~t at nighto 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 4/13/68 Date--------~-

Mr~,. FRANK (Bs:ESSIE) JB{lmOR,, Room 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, ijemphi~, Tennes~ee 9 w~o ~filages the rooming house at 
this addres~ and who h~~ be®~ interwiewed previo~sly by Agents 
of the ffll 9 telephoni©ally @onta©ted the mx Offi©e on April 10, 
1968, at whi@h time ~he req@e~ted to be ©onta@ted by an FBI Agent. 

Mr~$ BREDE w~s ©o~t~@ted by SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON 
~~d Lieutena~t w. S,. SCEULTZ 9 Homicide ~@rea~, Memphis Police 
Departme~t~ at which time she adwised that $he was beginning to 
receive mail from indiwid@~l~ ~nknow~ to her. She displayed a~ 

mvelope po~tm~rked April 1 9 1968 9 ~t Ni~gar~ Falls, New York, 
beari:ng the returl!ll addres~ 9 Mr~~ ZUCC0 9 518 Ferry Avenue, 
Niagara Falls~ New York, in which was located a o:ne-page hand­
writtel!ll letter, which letter referred to :newspaper publicity 
ideimtifyi:ng Mrsi. BREWER as operati:ng a oqflop house 9 i, the writer 
of the letter referril!llg to the fact that Mrs~ BREWER should 
99buy som® p(ltint" fal.IDldl end.il!llg by stati:ng, 0~1 ~ 11 bet you even have 
cockroaches! r, 

A second e:nwelope was po~t~arked April ·7 1 1968, at 
Des Hoines 9 Iowa, which ©ontail!lled a printed religious tract 
and·n.eitller the etl!i\W®Jlope lll\@r the tra©t idemi.tified the sender • 

. O:a J;he o<ecasi(l)l!l fO:t tll)lis coDtact with Mrs •. BUWERj 
she frnrni~hed the following information: 

She,.$Jtated she W~li.i\t®dl to poilrllt owt that she 
has preyiously-forgottelll\ to ~dwi~® officers of the 
Police Dep~rtment &l!lld FBI Ageli.i\t~ th~t at the time she 
r@nted Room 5-B to a ~tral!llger ~~ili.i\g th® n~e of JOHN 
WXLLARD on April 4, 1968, there Wa$ a ~mall~ cheap 
chest of drawers, bloli.i\dl in @olor, in f:iromt of the east 
window on the ~outh wall of Room 5-B 9 wherea~ after the 
$hooti~g of Dro KING ind Whe~ ~he ne~t saw Room 5=8

9 
th~t chest ot d:ir~wers w~s ~itti)ljll ag~illllst the west wall 
of th.at room and threi:ire wa~ a @lhlai:ir sitting in .. front of 
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that wi~d@w •• she st~ted sh~ w~~ p@i~ti~g this out since 
thi~ would i~dic~te th~t th~ ©CCUP~~t ©f the r@©m 
definitely handled thi~ chest @f dr~wers. 

Mrs. BREWER ~tated th~t ~i~ce interviewed 
· previ@usly, she had b~®n t~yi~g t@ think ~f anything 
else which might ~s~i~t i~ ide~tifyi~g the guest wh@ 
u~ed the name @f JOHN WILLARD. She ~t~ted ~s she h~s 
discus~ed the matt~r with her h~sband and thought more 
ab@ut it, the one thi~g which i~pre~~ed her most about 
the appeara~ce of thi~ individu~l w~s the fact that ~hen 
she fir$t cracked ~p@n the do~r t@ her room after this 
m~n k~~ck~d, she @bserved that he w~s st~~di~g at the 
do@r with ~n u~u~u$l smile on his face. Sh® w~nt @n to 
st~t® tha:».t she would describe th® smi1d.le ~~ a 0 sineerrv c»r 
a ,vsmirk., u She st$ted thiat she C(igj,!mfill@t be m@re specific 
other than to st~te th~t she W$~ impre~sed by this 
expres~i@~ @~ this m~fil 0

~ f~ce~ ~$ th@ugh he were trying 
to smile f@r ~o re~s@~. She ~t~ted th~t she did not 
i~terpret the smile $S ~n effort t© be flirtati@u~. 

She also stated th~t her iiniti~l impr~ssi@n 
of thiiiSl man wa~ that he did ninit ~-0f:it in'v with @ther 
telllants in this roomi~g h@u~e. She p@inted @ut that tbis 
rooming house i~ l@©~ted in a p@@rer secti@~ @f town 
where most of the tettant$ ~re @l~~r pe@ple @r others 
with limited incom~, a number @f wh@m ~re ~lc@h@lics, 
and this m~n was cle~n ~nd neatly dressed 9 givi~g the 
impression that be could @bt~in lodging in nicer 
Stl!Jr'I"@Ul!Miings. 

Mrs. BREWER at this time ~ttempted to recall 
the words used by this person. As she r®calls, when she 
went to the d@@r a~d cr~cked @pen the d@@r, leavi~g the 
chain f~stened, the m~n' ~ f ir~t w@rds WftlJre, '1tDo f©>Ul have 
a ro@m :f~r r~mt?ltt She iiu:ll~wered il!A the aff ir~tive 11nd 
~~ked him whether he wanted~ r@@m by the week or by the 
month. He replied~ ~s lnlearly ~~ ~he c~n rec~ll, by 
~t$.ting simply 9 ij

1By th® week. 11
' At tlbl.i~ p©illilt she 

unfastell)).ed the chlilillil which ~~cured the plilrti~lly opened 
do@r and w~lked dire©tly t@ R@@m 8 l@c@ted in the ~@uth 
wing of this ro@ming h©~$eo She ~t~ted t~at them~~ 
f@llowed her to the r@@m ~nd l@@ked illil~i@e the room b~t 
newer actu~lly enter®d the room, ~t which time his w~rds, 
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mt~ n@tS1rly as ~he ©$lm r®l©~ll, W®l'® 9 wl'®ll,, I <dl@im' t mi@ed the 
~t@v® and r@frig@r~t@r ~iim~® I w@n't b®·d@illll.g ~ny e@@kiq. 
I w~~ thinkiiq; m@r® @f ~ ~l®®Pi!l'ili r@@m.~ 

At this p@int k~o JiREWER @~~l~in@d tb$t th® 
@imly va©ant '41sl®®Pillg r@@Rili\il (@l' r@@Rilil witlbl. n@ st@ve ~nd 
r@friger~t@r) wlbl.i@lbl. slbl.® b~d in ®ith®l' wimig @f th® 
:it"@@l!!ll\ing hl@U~® Wa:iil R@@Rili\ 5=B illll. tl'il.® l!ll'-@:it"tlbl. w:l!.ng. Sh® 
tlbl.@r@f@re il!D!ll@diat@ly walk@d fr@m R@@m I in th® S@~th 
wing a©r@s~ the ®n@l@~®d walb®f wbi@h ©@nn@@ts the 
s@uth wing t@ tbe n@rth wiq @f th® r@@aing h@IUIS®, 
aimd thereafter t@ R@@Rilil 5=Bo Again sh® walked in fr@nt 
@f the man. A~ s@@n a~ sh@ @p@n®d th® d@@r t@ R@@m S~B, 
th@ ~n ill'Di@diat~ly ~tated th~t h@ w@~ld tak® that r@@Rilil. 
Sb@ then walk@d t@ b@r r@@m in th@ s@utb wing @f the 
b~ildi~g, f@lln@d by th@ uimknw~ m~n, wb@ paid her 
$8.50,as @utlin®d prewi@~~ly by b@r, f@r th@ r®nt @f 
R@©m 5=B f@r @D® W®@k in ~dW$D©@. 

Mr~. BRE'ID stat@d that m@~t @f th® r@@U in 
thi~ r@@ming b@U~® @an b@ ~®@Ur@d @~ly with the U$® @fa 
padl@@k, and aft@r $h@wj~ thi$ individual R@@n 5=B, ~he 
r@m@ved th® padl@ck fr©m. th@ d@@r and t@@k the padlook 
with h@r t@ her r@@m. Sh@ $t~t@d it is De@@~~ary that 
teu~nts put up a dep@~it if they ~®©m:>® th~ p~dl@@k, but 
this t@unt did ~@t in~uire as t@ b@li' h@ ~@~ld l@@k th@ 
d@@r and did n@t r@q~Mt th@ padl@©k and a key. Sh@ als@ 
~dded that she did n@t @~plai~ t@ him th® meth@d @f 
l@@killllg th® d@@r @r that it WW.$ 11'.!l.®@®ssary t.ba.t he put up 
a deposit in @rd@r t@ @btain the padl@@k. 

She $t$t®d $t this p@int that she had b<e@n 
s@mewhat unnerved when she first l@@k®d at this •~n, at 
which time he had th® Ull:!l@s@al smile @ll:!l hi~ fa©e, @r 
appeared t@ be 'fSl!l\®ering'g at b.er, and thereafter she made 
a p@int @f havill'.!l.g $~ little t@ d@ with him as poosible, 
always W$lking iRa fr@imt @f m.iB and llV@icU.ng all 
Ul!'ll.D.®@e~sary @@miv~l'$1$ti@llll @r d®$lil!l\gs with l'ilim.-

Ml's. BREWM W®.S aiSlk@d Wlhl®th®r she n©W feel~ 
that she c@uld idem1.tify this m~l!l\ if she$\®®$\ him again. 
She stated that she th@llllg'ht $JD® might be a.bl® t@ id@lllltify 
tbi~ nan :if Sb® Wl®®S J:il:illil! a~~in. Sh® ~t$.t®d tll:it® man US®d 
~@ slang @r ~~~~al ®xpr®ssi@mis ~nd ~be ©@~ld n@t a~s@~iat® 
his accemt with am1.y p~rticul~r ~r®~, adding h® had n@ ' 
particu~ar a~~ent. · 
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She ~lso ~t~t~d th~t ~~~ i,s po~itive she h~s 

n~ver se@n this m~n b®f@r~. Sh~ p@i~t~d @ut that she has 
only been;io.tuJAdling th!@ l"®mltfl!l @f tlhl® r@@~ ~t tlbli~ 
rooming home since H~rch ~2 9 1968 9 h@wever 9 ~nd she 
would have no w~y @f kn@wi~g wheth~r he st~yed ~t this 
rooming hous~ pri@r t@ t~~t time. 

She sitflt~d t!il~t at th~ time she bec-:mmie the 
l~~dlady at this ro@ming h@u~e 9 R@@m 5-B was occupi~d 
by an elderly m~n by th® n~me of CODODORE STEWARTo 
This man was ill as @f ~rch 12 9 1968 9 a~d she believed 
that it w~s en M~rch 12 9 1968~ th~t he w~s taken to a 
Memp~i~ h@~pital. A ©@~ple @f d~y~ l~ter 9 probably @n 
either M~rch 13 @r 14 9 1968 9 thi~ m~n di@do The r~om 
had n@t been rented fr@m th~t time until the time the 
stranger using the n~m® @f JOHN WILi.ARD r$nted this room. 

Sheu uuder~tflind:s th~t ra m1mb<El:tr of different 
per$oU~ have ~cted in the c~pacity @f rent~l agent for 
this rooming h@u~e in re~@nt m@nth~ 9 i~cluding Mr. · 
WYATT MADOOX, who i~ llll©W ~ clerk at the Tri-State Hotel 
located n~arby, Mr. MADOOX never h~ving lived i~ this 
rooming hou~e 9 however~ ~lllld ~ppar@lllltly h~ving acted ~s 

;, rental agent for only~ ~h@rt peri~d @f tim~. Another 
individual wh@ h~ndled th@ re~t~l of r@@~ in this 
r@oming house w~s Ho R. THOMPSON 9 ~n @ld drunk» according 
to other ten~Bts, wh@ n~v®l" lived i~ the r@@ming h@~se. 
One other ~ent~l agent ~t tbi~ r@@millllg h@~se pri@r to 
the time Mr~. BREWER ~s~Wlfiled the$~ duti®~ w~~ W. V. 
SAMMONS, who she und~r~t~lld~ is llO!!W ~t th® M~di$@n Hotel 
in Memphis. She is SllJ!re th~t Mt'. -~AMM:OHS w~rs the ll'."ental 
~gent in J~nu~ry 1968 9 b~~@d on ©@pi®~ @f receipt~ in 
her receipt book. Sh® rec~lled th~t Mr>. SAMMO~S st~bbed 
his wife while he Wii~ l"~llilt~l ~g®)llllt a11.t th~ r@@mili:i\g h@use 
al!lld th® matt~r r®ceived publicity. 

M~s. BROD ~dvi~@d that m@~t of th~ @ccup~nts 
@f ~@@ms in this r@@Mi~g b@~~ ~re m@r~ @r l®~s perm~nent 
ten~l!llts, although ~he d@~~ @cc~si@~~lly rent~ v~eant 
r@@m t@ tr~imsi~llilts f@r @Jlj\ly @@e ~ight. 

Mrs. BREW!m ~dwised th~t there ~re 10 sep~rate 
~p~rtmeut~ or ro@m~ i~ th® s@@th wi~g of this r@@millilg 
!il@use 8Ul!.d six :;sep&i,E'&lt® ~p~rtmeimts @r I"@@~ iIDl the north 
willllg. The ~ix roo• int~® ~@rth WiJlj\g ~r~ refel"red to as 
l=B 9 2=B!/ etc. v wh~r~w.~ th® E'@©im~ i~ the h'&'@uth wiKllg h~ve 
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~@ letter @f th@ ~lphab®t f@ll@wi~g tb® r@@m ~umb@r. 
She furnished the f@ll@wi~g i@f@rmti@~ ©@@~er@i~g the 
status of these r@@E a~ @f April 4, 19~8, wh@n th@ ma~ 
~sing the name JOlllJN WILLARD ©h@©k@d i@t@ R@@m 5=B: 

(R@oms are numbered i@ ~ ~@uID.lt@r-~l@©ni~@ @~d@r, 
starting with Ro@m N@o 1 i~ the ~@uthwest cor@@r @f 
this wing of the r@@ming h@US@o) 

R<i:»<»m l - Vac~ID.lt 

R@@m 2 - @©cupied by Mr. and Mrs. BREUR a~d 
ref erred t@ ~~ tbe u @f f i©® • 0 

R@om 3 - ec~upi®d by Mro BERTIE L. REEVE~ 9 ~@ 

elderly m~~ wh@ is retir@d a~d wh@ appears 
to be rea~@@ablJ resp@Mible. She ~t~ted 
th~t ll!E'. REEVES ©~me @ut ©f hi~ r~@m ~bout 
the ~~me time~~ M:lc'. $ll'!td Mr~o BREWER ~fter 
~11 he$rd wh~t they believed t@ be$ ~hot 
ab@ut 6:00 p.m., April 4, .1968. 

R@om 4 = 6ccupied lby HOWARD VAN~E, ~ll'!t @ld@r m~n, 
chr@ni© ~l©@h@li©g Wh© w@rk~ ~~ ~ h~ndyman 
at Jim.'~ Gi?'ill l@~$ted ll'!teit:ll?lby 9 blUl.t who ~s 
~f April 4 9 1968, w~~ kll'!t@Wll'!t by Ml'$. BREWER 
ti!;) hfltve lbeell'!t drultllk f@lr tw@ dtlll,J~. Jllr~. 
BREWER ~t~ted ~be k@®W th~t VANCE w~s iD 
hi~ r@@m ~~ @f 6:00 p.m., April 4, 1968, 
put ~hce ~l~©i knew 1t1:l\$t he h~(('j. beem @n a 
tw@=d~y drunk ~~d th~t be'did not c@me 
out @f hi~ r@®m. 

R@@m 5 - Occupied by T. Lo MES~ER 9 ~ m~ll'!t 75 to 8G 
ye~r~ @f $g® 9 wh@ h~s beem ill rece~tly, 
wh@~® he~riimg i~ very defe©tiv®, afild who 
was in hi~ r@@m ~~ @f the tim~ @f the 
$h@@ti~g. M.r'~. BREWER ®dded, b@w~ver, 
t~~t duet@ Mr. USSD'~ ~ge ~~d his 
physic~l a@d m~@t~l c@~diti@n, Mr. OSSER 
still d@e~ ~@t u~d@r~ta~d what ~ctually 
@ccurr@d ~nd ~@~ti~~@~ t@ a~k wh~t all the 
ex~itememt w~~ ~b@ut whe~ p@li©e officer~ 
a~d FBI Age~t~ q~e~ti@~~d ©CCUP~~t~ @f the 
lm,ildi@g o 
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R@@m 6 = Va©~~to M~~ by the n~me @f SAWEL WXL~OH, 
wh@ she ~~d@~st~nd~ h~d beelIT! ~ te~ant f@r 
s®wer~l m@~ths, v~©~ted t~is r@@m @D 
Ap)I":il 3 9 1968 .. 

R@@m 1 = ~c~pied by FRAHK H. ORLEf 9 ~~ elderly 
-~~ wh@ is~ C~)I"@lli© alc@h@li@, Wh@ w~s 
~ls@ dr'~~k alIT!d i~ his r@@m ~s @f the time 
@f th\e slhl@@til!llg. She stat·~d. that ORLl!n' 
did ~@t come @~t @f. ~is r@@m ~round the 
time @f the sh@@ti~g. 

R@@m 8 = Va©~lITlto (This i~ th® r@@m whi@h Mr~. 
BROD filr~t sh@wed '·t@ the miami @$ill11g the 
name JOO W!LLARDa) 

R@@m 9 - ~©©~pi@d by &ROlLD CARTER,~ m~~ 55 t@ 60 
ye~l!:'s @f ~ge, WlITl®mpl@yed, wh@ re©eives 
welf~re checks' ~lld wh@ h~s ~ physic~l 
affliction. (She ~tated @lile @f his h~~ds 
is def@rmed @r ndr@,Wllll. up. 00

) She stated 
this ffi$lil ~ls@ drililk~ ~@n.~iderably. She 
d@es lil@t believe he W$S h@me at the time 
r@f the sh@@tinge 

R@@m 10 = B~cupied by L.EONARD EATON, ~ge.60 t@ 65, 
who lSJh® t!.l!lilderst~mds to be ~ l@ng-time 
resident at this r@@milITlg h@use,. who reportedly 
:fwrme1!:'ly worked @n. ~ river bo~;t. She stiJlted 
it is her impressi@llll. that he w~s in his 
r@@m asleep at the time @f ,the ~h@(@ti@g 
~n.d that he t@o h$d beelil drilITlkililg. 

(Rooms @n north wing ~re llll.lllli!lll,b@red l=B through 6=B, 
reading fr@m west t@ e@.~t o Th@se d@@rs lbl$ving llliwnbers 
h~ve n~erals @lilly@~ them, but ~11 @f the telITl~imts 
understand that ii;lhte de~ign$tion @f 99B9

~ refers. t@ th@ .. -----, 
ro@u in the north wing.) 

R@om l=B - (l~cated west @f ~ lITl@rth=~@uth hallw~y 
w~i©h c@imim®cts to ~mi. , enc l@~ed w®-Jl.kw~y 
conne©ting the two wing~ ~f the r@@ming 
h~~~e) @©@Upied by Mir~o JESSIE L. :LEDBE1!'TER, 
$ wid@w who ~he under~talDld~ h~s re~ided ~t 
thi~ $dd.r~~s f@l!:' some 8 t.o 10 year~. Mr~. 
LEDBETTER i~ fa\ f d®~:ff. !lfill@t®; •. , , 
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R@om 3-B - v~~~ltll.t. 

Ro@m 4-B - bc~upied by WILLIS ANCmrfZ, employed at 
buv&ill Tr&1,m1sf~r C()jmp:!illlllY. Mrs. BREWER 
'lril ter le~rl!1led · .. thia t M1r • ANCHUTZ 
r~,,@rtedly ~~w .. the m.~im running down the 
hall f@ll~wing the ~h@@ting and had some 
c@nver~~ti@a with hims 

Room 5-B = R(O)om @ccupied by the m~n using ll].ame 
JOHN WILLARD a~d which r©om had not 
been rented ~ince f@rmer ten~nt, 
COMMOOORE STEWART, died about March 13 
or 14, 1968. 

Room 6-B = Occupied by ll!'. and Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS. 
Mro STEPHENS is altll. u~employed tuberculosi$ 
p~tie~t and his wife i~ presently confined 
to her bed. 

I 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date --=-4/'-'--'7 /,_6=8"'-' -~---

WILLIAM.CHARLES ANSCHUTZ, 422½ South Main, Apartment 
4B, Memphis, advised that he is employed by the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Company, 1054 Firestone Avenue, Memphis. 

He returned home from work about 2~30 p.m., 
April 4, 1968. Miss JESSE LEDBETTER, a neighbor in Apartment 
l:B, ,came to his room to watch television.. They watched television 
throughout the afternoono 

On two occasions during the afternoon, ANSCHUTZ tri·~d 
to get into the bathroom at.the end of the hall to ,trour out 
some water he had used to wash disheso Each time someone 
was in the bathroom. The second time ANSCHUTZ went to the 
bathroom, another neighbor, CHARLIE STEVENS of Apartment 68, 
told ANSCHUTZ that a new tenant who rented Apartment SB 
was in the bathroomo ANSCHUTZ did not know the exact 
time of his attempts to get into the bathroom., but he indicated 
these attempts were only a few minutes aparto He does not know 
how long the new tenant was in the bathroom, but it $eemed like 
a long time to himo 

Later ANSCHUTZ heard a shoto He had been watching 
television for some time 9 bVllt he did n.ot have any idea what 
time it was. He got up and went to the dooro As he opened 
it a man came down the hall. ANSCHUTZ thought the man came 
out of Apartment SB, but he could not tell for sureo 

The man was running and as he passed ANSCHUTZ's 
door,, he held hilil hand and arm over his fa!;\'le so ANSCHUTZ 
could not get a good look at himo As the man passed ANSCHUT~, 
ANSCHUTZ said, "I thought I beard a shot!" .The man answered, 
"Yeh, it was a snot .. su 

The man was ~arrying something under his armo It 
appeared to be something long allld was wrapped in what looked 
like a blanket. ANSC!WTZ thought it might be a gun. 
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ANSCHUTZ knew that the shot had been fired. nearby, 
but he could not tell 1·~ it came from the bath.room or fr0m · · 
apartment 5B. He had never seen the man or talked to h.im 
until he saw the .man runni.ng down the halL ·ue thinks the 
man went down the stairs to Main Street, but he did not follow 
him. 

Afte~irt!le man had run down the hall, CHARLIE STEVENS 
came out of his apartment, and sai~ be had also heard a shot. 
ANSCHUTZ went. into the batllu ... oom, and looked out the window. A 

. police •Officer• in · the backyard yelled for him ·to get aw~y · 
from the wind.ow. ANSCHUTZ heard a girl say that the, :sh.Qt ·had 
come ·from the window. · 

After leaving the bathroom, ANSCHU'rz went .to ·the 
other s:ide of the roomin.gh<>use~ and told the landlady, 
Mrs • . BREWER, .tha t he h~d heard a shot.. Then he went back to 
his room to watch television. To the best of his knowledge, 
ANSCHUTZ can.not remembei the man having any , other· luggag~, et~. , 
except the objeet that was wrapped up in the blanket. · · •' 

ANSCHUTZ des·cri bes the man as follows: 

H~igbt: 
Build: 
Age: 
Clethes: 

6' 
Slim 
30':ai 
Did not 
coat. 

I :1 

!. ,. ' 
seem to be weari,iig a 

ANSCHUTZ did not see the man's face because :the man 
covered, ;it wi.th his arm· ·and hand. ANSCHUTZ does not think he 
could identify the man ii' he saw him·agai11. ANSCHUTZ said be 
had not been drinking at all du.ring the afternoon. Heh.ad to 
stop drinking for health reasons. 

ANSCHUTZ advised that JESSE LEDBETTER is a deaf mute. 
She can. read and write and can speak'sign language. ANSCHUTZ 
does not know if she saw the man when he ran past the door. 

21 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
4/10/(;8 Date---..:......-----..,.._ 

. Mr. CHARLIE Q1fJJITMAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, seCOJid :floor,. 
~22½ S. Main Street, furnished the following information to ,, 
Lieutenant J. D. BAMBY, Homiccide Bureau, Memphis Po lie~ 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOI8!NSON: 

Mr. STEPHENS, who state~ he is 46 years of age, 
an.d his wife occupy 2 rooms ilm the north wing of a rooming 
house, the address of which is ,22½ s. Main Street. This 
~coming house actually covers the second floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS' room being located in t~e 
north-·:building in. the scmth.east corlrl'ler of the north buildiDg. 

Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were in their room. His wife, wko has 
recently been in the ho~pital for an extended period of 
time, was in. bed in their combinati©n of living-bedroom~ 

,He was in the kite.hen, which .iii east of the living-bedroom. 
,,.;,;,·He was repairing a radio on a table located at the north 

., wall of the ki t~hen. Inmediately non.hr·.· of him is a COlUlOB 1 •• 1 

bathroom which i~ located at the ea~t eind of an east-west 1 

hallway in the north building. While he was repairing the 
r.adio, he heard what he is certailrA was a sho-t;, and he is '··.f tt 
certain that shot cue from the bathroom from a point 
within•just a few feet of where he was sitting. He bas ~o 
way of knowing the time but can only e~timate it was some~ime 
between 5:00 and 6:00 PM. 

Upon hearing this shot, he walked out of the kitchen 
through his•living-bedroom and opened the door leading ontQ 
:the hallway :iulld ob$e:irved a lDUUt running west down this hallway 
~:nd thi~ man was carrying a large· bundle of some kind. He 
would estimate that this bundle or package was at least 
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the 
man and the bundle only mom~ntawily, he gained the impression 
that the 'bundle wa~ wrapped in s<Ollll\ething, p,ossibly a newspaper. 
This mu continued lr'umuaing to the end of, the hallway turning · 
left (south) and apparently the:weafter raI». down tl;le stairways 
onto the street, although he could not au;~t11.u\lly see the man 
goilillg down the stair,n1.y. 
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It il!lll.\ll'ill®diat~ly o~~u~lr'®~ to Mr. STEPHENS that 
thi~ wa~ the ~am® mal!il h® had S®®l!il ®a:ir'li®:ir' in th® afternoon, 
po~~ibly aroun~ mid-aft®rl!ilOOl!il 9 ~tal!ildil!ilg at the door to 
room 5-B whi~h i~ l@~ated i!l!lllli1m®diately w@st of Mr. 
ST,EPHENS ~ livil!llg-be@lir(l)om. JHI® ~tat®d that alt"ound mid­
afternoon h® ha~ S®®n a man with M~~. BREWER standing in the 
hallway at th® ®l!ilt~al!il~® to room 5-B looking into room 5-B. 
He saw the man's l®ft ~id®. Th® man had nothillllg in his hands 
at the time. He as~um®d thi~ was s<mnme n®w guest looking 
at a room. 

Mr. STEPHENS ~tated that he an~ his wife remained 
in th®iir room the i'est of th® aft®:ir'l!il.Oon. Rei pointed out tba t 
he,; Mr. · STEPlH!ENS 9 • is a·' d i~a bled vet®ll." al\'h who ha~1 been treated 
for tuberculosis 1 aED.<d:he speniqls most of his ti~e in his rooms 
~1th.hi~ wife who 3 i~··;also ill al!il<dl wb.o at pihei~®nit is a bed 
patiemrt. 

Sometim® afte~ seeiIDJ.g thisman with Mr~o BREWER, be 
heard som~oll'h® ill'h room 5-B al\'hd a~~umed the mall'h hehad seen 
had rented the room n@xt door. He stated tmt he recalls 
on several differell'ht occasioll'h~ hearing footsteps ill'h this room 
and also leaving from thi~ room pa~t his (Mr. STEPHENS 9s) 
room all'hd into the ~OlllWfflllOll'h bath~oom at the east el\'h~ of the 
hall. He was also V®lr'Y much awa~e that whe~ the pe~son went 

fil"om room 5-B to the bathroom 9 that pelt"~on ll."iemained in the bath­
room for a consi~e~abl® perio<dl of time. He pointed out that 
thiS'i~ particula~ly noticeable ~il!il~~ thi~ i~ a ~ommon bathroom 
which musit be used· by, :a numb®l" of different te!Thants. He 
al~o sp~cifically i®called that only on ol!ile occasion did 
he hear the commode b®il!ilg flushed al!ild h~ waSJ therefore curious 
as to why thi~ p®:ir'son was spen<dlimig ~o mu~h time in the bathroom. 

B® ~t~t®~ that ol!il th® la~t o~~asion that someone 
W®nt f~om number 5-B to th® bath~oom pl"ior to th® time he 
h®ard the shot 9 he would ®~timat® that that person remained 
in the bath:ll"oom fol" at least 20 to 30 minutes. During 
thi~ period he heaird no·l!lloi~~~ cornming f~om the bathroom. 
He al~o ~p~~ifically 1"~~all~ that d~1"i~g thi~ ~ame period, 
M~o Wll].11LIS AJN/CHtim'Z (phon®ti<e) 9 'i'!IJl@O ©Cmllpie~ room 4=8, immedi­
at~ly west of 5-B wherte th~ l!ll@W t@l!liiiUmt apparemi:tly was located, 
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ha~ knooked on Mr. STEPlBIEJNS's door a~d somewhat angrily 
inquired as to who was staying in the bathroom so long. 

It wa~ at the end of thi~ latter period of time 
that Mr. STEPDNS heard the above <dle~~ribed shot which he 
was certain came from the bathroom. He ~tated that immediately 
after the shot was fired he hear<.dl ~ome people located across 
the stree~ east of the building where he lives, screaming. 
Due to the excitement of the moment, the fact that people 
acro~s the street in the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel 
were screaming, and the fact that hi~ hearing is not the 
·be~t; he did not hear any a<dl<dlitional noises coming from the 
bathroom. He pointed out that he would expect to hear a · 

'iscu.f f le u coming from the bathroom if the man in. the bathroom 
had fired the shot that killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he 
canimot recall hearing such a 0~:ilcuff le." He ~tated that he 

simply has no way of knowing whether the man came out of the 
b atbroom, wen:t into room 5-B amvd then raim out of 5-B down 
the hall toward the front of the buildin.g, or whether the man 
in. the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the front of the building. He stated he did 
hesitate a few moments after hearing the ~hot and hearing the 
screaming outside before he weimt to the door and looked down 
the hall to see the man running car~ying something in his hand, 

Mr. STEPHENS advised that the only people in the 
north building of this rooming· house at the time of this 
incident were (1) Mr. STEPJB!ENS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS's wife, 
who was in. bed and who was never in a po~ition to obser~e 
anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCH~ (phonetic), above,in room 
4-B, who came out of his roQm an.d was seen by Mro STEPHENS 
at the same time Mr. STEPHENS saw the man running down the 
hall, (4) Mrs. JESSIE LEDBffTER, a deaf and dumb lady who re­
sides in room l~B towal'«il the f~ont (west) of the:riimll>m:tb. wing 
or n~~th building, an~ (5) the unknown man who had occupied 
ro!O'llll 5=B who was running down the hall as previously stated. 

Mr. STEPDNS stated that Mr. ANCHU1:t.£made ~ome remark 
to the u~k~own maim who wa~ run~ing dow~ the hallway and the 
unknown ma~ appa~ently mad~ ~om~ kind af'.~~ply. 
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Mr. STEPHENS advi~®<d itlhl~t whel!"ea~ he could hear" 
footsteps in 5-B and could lhl@ar foot~tep~ between 5-B and the 
bathroom 9 .he ,at !lllO time lb.eu<d alil!y ~o!lllver~atiollil. in 5-B, 
and .he is c~rtain that ther~ wa~ no conver~ation in 5-B 
from the time the 1lllew tenant checked illll Ulllltil the time 
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person i1lll room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is llil.ot too good 9 it is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoinillilg roo~ of this rooming house and he definitely 
can hear normal conver~ation coming from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that when he saw the new te~ant with Mrs. 
BREWER standing in fro!!At of 5-8 9 he only saw the left side 
of the new tenant 9 and when he saw what ~e believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. He pointe~ out be never saw 
him. directly ilrll front 9 but ba~eirll upo!!A his observations he 
would describe this pers~n as follows~ 

Name~ 
Race~ 
Sex~ 
Age~ 
Height~ 
Weight: 
Build~ 
Posture: 
Hair~ 

25 

Unknown 
White 
Male 
wviltil. hi1Ji!l 30 gs. u 

5 9 10-ll 9
q 

165 pmJJl!J.@S 

Average 
Han stood erectly 
Described as sandyp also 
<dl@)SCribEid as q

0dark blond" ,, 
«"having the appearance of 
unwa~h~d ~ande 
Further de~cribed harline 
as receding on left side 
(and pre~umably on both sides) 
maki)lllg it appear he would have 
00peak~ 0' ollll either side but 
with full thick hair toward 
the fro)Tht center of his head 
b~tw~en the peaks. Hair 
comb~d straight back. Normal or average haircut. 
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Bare headed, wearing dark 
suit 
Clean shaven, neat appearing 
individual. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date 4/7/68 

. CHARLES STEPHENS, Apa~tmelfi\t. 6:8, 422½ South Main 
Stree~ 0 Memphi~o advised th~t on the afternoon·of April 4, 
1968, he wa$l with his wife at the above address .. He stated 
that at. ~out Jg30 p .. m .. , ··~ tbe ab@ve dat,~, he began w~r~ing 
on a tuh::~del radio of 'hi~ which was .'.eied of repair., 
Be said,he·took a radi~ to the kitchen. j)ilaced it on the 
tab~~~whi~h was ~a.inst the wall that ~djaeent to the 
b>at.'h.room which wa~ u$led by all t@llna1».t.~' lis floor. As he 
was w~rking ~in his Jt'~~i~ he could l\~a}t: 7'~ mclln in the ne~t 
apartment t~.him, Apa~t.li~nt SB 0 l~av~ is room several time~ 
and g~ i~t~ tile bathr@~rtt .. M~o S~EP. stated that he knew 
it wa, ~he lt\an who hlllt ,~,t @he@ked -~im to Apartment. SB that 
~ftemo-on be~aus• he t!!Ctild hear the door of Alpartment SB ,·• 
~p~n ud't.hen footstep~ would go d~'Wl!!l the hall to the bat~room, 
the lbathr~om. door . w@uld_ open and then ©JlQ!Ua. 

Mr. STEPHENS said that during th~e vari~us trips ~hat. 
the individual in.Apartment !SB made to the:bat.hroom be failed 
to flush ··t.he toilet. or to run any water with the exception of 
the. last.ta~ he-w•s i~ the bathroom. At this time he flus~ed 
the toilet. ·se stated that this individua1 seemed to be'spending 
an undue · len9th of ~ime iin this bathrGom.. A:t. eeut 6: 00 p .. mo, 
on Apri'l 4, 1968 0 Mr~·STEPHEMS heard a loud no'ise which he described 
as seunding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon hea~ing 
this noise, Mr. STEPDN£!fmn from the kitchen where he was repairing 
his radio to hi~ 4~or that led tG the hallway.. H~ s.tat.eid tlli$ is · 
only a diflrtance ~f about l«l to 1·2 feet... Upon opeD,ing t.he dGor 
he saw a man leave the bat.broom carrying a package of about three 
feet lo~g and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. Be saw 
the man run down the hall and then t~rn left as if he were trying 
to leave the apartment :buildingo As this wa~·happening WILLIE 
ANSCHUTZ,, who live(i in Apartment 4:B,, ene ~\It. of hil!J apartment 
and.went t~ tbe.~athroom. ANSC~ttniz then told STEPHENS to look out 
of his window .. STEPHENS said.that he the~ looked out of hi$ 
kit-chen win.a.ow which fa~ed ~1'1e lti@rr!l.ill'Ml!l H~tel and saw :\I lot of 
policemen s~urrying ~out ud people running'sore~ing in the 
vieinity of the hotel. · · 
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Mr. ITEPBENS ~tat®d tut the ma~ who was in 
Apartment 5B h\(el;d, checked ilI!l about 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968. _Be ~tated he was s~re of this because he had 
heard the lalI!ldlady shoWilI!lg him the apartmelI!lt at, that' ~ime. He 
stated he glanced oUl1t of his door alI!ld got a fairly go~d look at 
the maia who he describied asi beilI!ll a white Mle; 5 • 10-= 11 ''; 
weighilI!lg 165 pou~ds; sl~lI!lder build; r~ddy ©omplexion; sandy 
hair; had· a long, sharp pointed nose; wearing what appeared to 
be a dark bl~e or black suit, wllll.i te shiirt and dark tie. · 

Mr.. STEPUHS stated that the mami who he saw running 
o~t of the bathroom ~lo~ely resembled the malI!l who had checked· 
into Apartment 5B~ He $aid he ©ottld only s~e the man wbo ran 
fr0l!JA the b~throom frQllll b~hind, but his general bQild, hair 
~oloring .·and clothes w~re the siame as the individual· in 
Apartment 5B. 

·Mr. STEPHENS de!SC1r•U:»~d .the iltMii widual ~e ~aw· r.uaning 
out of the 'bat~room 1.s follows: 

,~<llf 
Se~. 
.Height 
Weight 
Build 
dom.plexio)lll , 
Bair 
Cloth:imig 

White 
,Male 
5 e 1().., 11° 
165 

4 -. ~leirn.der 
ihtdd:, 
Sandy, ~lightly OD dark side 
Wearing dark s~it 

Mr - STBPDltS .added tl.lll.a t he bad never· 'met the man \YAO · 
che~ked into Apartment SB, talked to him, or knew kis n~me, 

'-f. ·-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date ____ 4~/_6~/_6_8 __ ~ 

M:!rs. GRACE HAY~S ST~PHDS 9 Ap~rt~ent 6-B, 422½ 
MaiD Street, Memphis, Te~llllesse@, f~r~ished the following 
inform.at ioillll: 

Mrs. STBPHDS s~id th~t she w~s illll bed all day 
@llll April 4, 1968, ~s ~h® lhl&s been ill for several months. 
She advised that she he~rd a noise, which sounded like 
a firecracker Slit 6 p.m., April 4, Jl.968. She said the noise 
sounded to her as if it c~me from the yard on the east 
side of her ap~rtmellllt 0 She s~id she did not think anything 
aoout the itaoise 81),S it was- ieoMAoirn for trains to set off 
firecrackers on the tracks·on tm. east side of her 
apartment. Mrs. STRPHBNS said sh® he~rd soft footsteps 
coming from out of the bathro@m, which is located adjacent 
to her apart~nt, al!lld proieeedilnlg ·. r~pidly down the hallway 
toward t h.e entrance to the ap~rtllll!l~ll'llt buildillll.g. 

Ml:!rs. STRPHElNS s~i«:ll ~he tlhlell'll lbl.eard screaming 
and yelling from the e~st side of her ~partment near the 
Lorraine Hotel at 406 M~lberry Street. Mrs. STEPHENS 
said she did l!llot get out of bed at any time on April 4, 
1968, and did not see al!llyone leave the apartment bathroom 
and knows nothing el:se rel.~t illllg to the &bovem.ent ioned noise~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU 1OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_l_0_/6_8 ____ ~ 

:Mr. BERTIE L. R~EVES, Room 3, wouth wing of rooming 
house looated on second floor, 422½ S. Main Street, Mempkii, 
fm-nished the following info~matio)1il, to Lieutenant J. D. · 
HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis'Polic® Department, and 
SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSONo M:ir. REEVES, who advised be is 74 years 
of age, retired, f•(O)Jl,l"lJiieJ:irly a ®l:wagli)1il,® operator, railroad 
fireman and hotel clerk, advise@ he has resided at this 
address for the past 8 yea:irs. 

He stated that sometime in the late afternoon of 
April 4, 1968t exact tim® not r®called, he was in his 
room when he heard a shot. He inutediat®ly walked out into 
the large hallway at wb.ich time th<® kn<dllady, Mrs. BESSIE 
BREWER, and her husband FRANK, who occupy room 2, next 
door, to his room, als(Q) c ae out · of their ro9M. Tlle 3 o:t tkem 
proce,eded east down the la:irgei hallway or lobby of this wing 
of the rooming house to the east door. As they walked 
down the hallway th®y heard screams coming from across the 
~treet to the east of this building in the vicinity of the 
Lon.ine Motel. Upon arriving at the rear (east) door, 
polic,e officers in the awea illl!Structed them to get back 
inside and they did so. 

Hr. REEVES advised he did not see anyone leave the 
build_ing and does not know who firecdl the sihot aimd has no 
way of knowing the exact locatiol!ll of the shot which he 
heard. 

He advised that earlier in the afternoon of April 4, 
1968, and perhap~ around 3:00 P.M., h@ had returned to his 
room after going to Jim v~ Cafe loo ated !liileu-by. As he approached 
his room, he saw a strange man ~tan<diing at the door of .the 
landlady'si room. This ma!!il thereafter left from the vicinity 
of the door to the landlady's lt"(Q)Oa a~d walke~ north across 
a hallway to the north wing of this "roomillllg house •. He 
pointed out that the rooming house located on the second 
floor is actually locate<dl iim two different buildings, but 
there is an enclosed walkway toward tb.e front ofthese two 

\ 
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~eco!md floor calnl walk from tlb\® lli!Orth buildilnlg to the south 
buildiIDJ.g. The r@om~ i@ th® l!:il(Ql:iftl'm bl!Aildillilg have a naH 

lli!umber, such as l-B, 2-B allil~ ~o f@rtlb\ 9 whereas the rooms 
in the south buildi~g hav® llilO l®tt®r of the alpkabet follow­
ilnlg the room ID!Wlllb®r~. Thi$ llil®W t@!mallilt .walked ·through this 
enclosed walkway from the ~@uth t@ the.@~th building 
wh.ere the uavv ro~~ all:'e looat@<dl. E!<e did nC!lt ~®e him agaiEA. 
He poi!Blted out that he o@ly ~aww thi~ mallil from the rear · .. 
al!:ild right side as the mallil left th@ la!Bldlady's.dQor and walked 
north to the north buildillilg. 

Mr. REEVES fur!mi~hed the following de~cription of 
the man ~een by him~ 

Name: 
Race~ 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Hai:ir>: 
,Dress: 

General Appea:ir>a!m~e~ 
Miscellaneouf§il ~ 

31 

UmikJill.(l)WJill. 
White 
Male 
25-30 
s ~ 11 °' to · 6 • 
165-i-75 potmd$ ., 
Av@:ir>a~'' 
Dalt"k, fu.11· he'ad of hair 
Bar@ heiade<dl ·: ·rlffi; dark suit-;: · 

g . -did n<0t se~ '~bikot or tie 
09F:iretty l!ll®at 11

' 

Mr. ~EEVES f§iltated that 
thi~ ma@ defiJill.itely was not 
~a:wryillilg aJill.ything when he 
f§ilaw him and'the man did not 
~ay a!mythillilg when he was in 
the man's presence. 
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/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date ---------,,--,-~ 

FRANK BREWEl,422J South Main Street 9 Apartment 2, 
Memphis, advised that )>is wife 1 BESSI'F. BREWER 1 :i.s the 
landlord of the roominghousie at 422! South Main, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

BREWER works at Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 
1199 Warford, Memphis~ Tennessee. He arrived home from work 
about 5:30 p.m. on April 4 9 1968. He immediately sat down to 
eat supper. His wife told him that she had rented 
apartment 5B that afternoon 1 but she did not mention anything 
about the person to whom she rented the room. 

BREWER finished his supper and sat down to watch 
television. He figured the time to be just about 6:00 p.m. 
He heard a loud noise that sounded like a gun, but he 
thought it must be a firecracker. He got up and went to the 
door to see what had made the noise. He opened the door that 
leads into t,he hall. He heard people behind the roominghouse 
yelling 1 ''Ob, God, help me: n He also heard some firemen from the 
nearby fire station running toward the Lorraine Hotel, and 
one of them said, nsomeone has been shot." 

BREWER ran to the back door and w ', out on the back 
porch. It took him two or three seconds to urilock the door · 
and get· it open. BREWER figures that the time elapsed from 
when he heard the noise until he stepped onto the back porch 
was about 15 - 20 seconds. 

As he stepped out on the porch 9 a uniformed officer, 
possibly from the Sheriff 0 s Office 1 ran into the backyard of 
the roominghouse and yelled to BREWER~ '~Get back in the house 
and lock the door.u BREWER thought he was from the Sheriff's 
Office because he was wearing dark green pants and a tan shirt. 
As BREWER started back inside~ another officer yelled, "The shot 
came from there, 0 and pointed toward the northeast corner of the 
roominghouse. BREWER thought the officer was pointing toward 
either the windows on the northeast corner or the roof. 
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BREWER came back into the apartment house and 
locked the door. He looked out the window and saw two 
policemen on the roof of the building that faces Mulberry Street, 
and is just northeast of the building at 422 South Main. 

BREWER went back to his apartment and sat down. 
He did not hear anything until WILLIAM ANSCHUTZ, who lives 
in apartment 4B, came to BREWER'S door and yelled, "The guy 
that rented the room ran down the steps 1 and had something 
wrapped up that looked like a gun.iv· BREWER did not go out 
to look for the man. 

The police came to the door within a minute or two, 
and officers were there the whole night. 

BREWER and his wife have lived at 422½ South Main, 
Apartment 2 1 since March 12 9 1968. BREWER never did see the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD 9 and, thus 9 could offer nothing 
concerning WILLARD's appearance. BREWER examined the rent 
receipts dating back to January 27)) 1968 1 and could find no 
record of a JOHN WILLARD living here before April 4, 1968. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 4/6/68 
Date ----------~ 

Mr. HOWARD BONNIE VANCE, 422} South .Main Street, 
Apartment 4, s~uth Willilg, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the 
following information: 

Mr. VANCE S$1id he W$l.S ' 11 intoixicated99 for the two 
days of April 3 and 4, 1968. He said he went to the bathroom 
twice on April 4, 1968, at 9 ~.m. and at 3 p.m., and did 
not see anyone or hear any@ne on those two occasions. 
VANCE said he lives alone i~ his roomo He said he was 
completely unaware of any activity outside of his room 
for the two above-mentioned dates. 
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Date 4/11/68 
1 

Mr, J. L. MESSER, 422½ Sout~ Main Street 1 Apartmeni 
5, Memphis, Te11m.essee, furnished the following information: 

Mr. MESSER, speaking in a very loud tone, stated 
that he was extremely hard of hearing and was almost deaf. 
He stated that he did not know ~nything had happened that 
was out of the ordinary on April 4, 1968, and that he was in 
his room the entire day. Be stated he did not know anything 
had occurred until that morning, April 5, 1968, when Mrs. 
BREWER told him that someone had been killed. Mr. MESSER 
stated taat he has been having trouble with his back anq 
that he spends most of his time either in bed or sitting down 
in his room. 

He stated he could furnish no information in thts 
matter. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 Date _____________ _ 

1 

\' 
i 

FRAN;K M. MARLEY, 422½ South Main Street,.Apartment! 7, 
advised that he wa$ home all day on April 4, 1968. He 
heard a loud noise about 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, but 
he had been drinking heavily all afternoon, and he did not 
get out of bed to see what was happening. 

Hei did not see the man who rented Room 5B~~ and 
h.e did not hear anything unusual after he heard the ·.lo11d 
noise. 
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On April 5 9 . 1968 9 an @ffowt was made by 
Lieutenal!llt J.,, D.. BAMBY 1 Homicide Bur@au, and SA 
FRAJN!KtJtH L. ~to interview Ml°. FRANK MXLLAR1D MARLEY.~ 
white malev 81 yeas old 9 te~ant iim woom 7'south wing of 
roomiimg house seco!lll.d floo:ir 9 422½ s. Main. Street 9 Memphis, 
Ten!lll.essee. Extreme difficulty was experi~nced in an ef:l:ort 
to i!l!il.terview Mr. MARLEY ,who stated he is 81 years of age~ Mr .• ,. 
MARLEY .. stated he ha<dl'· heard! a shot SOO!lstime late in __ the . 
afterimoon of April 4, 1968, at which time he stated he was 
stamiding olll the back porch ( located at the east end of a· 
large hallway in. the ce!Illter of the $l!louth building or so~~k 
wing of the rooming howse at this address), He stated that 
he was ~!!'1!. the back po:irch to hang out some clothing. H~'· 
pointed out some it•~ of clothing i!!'Il water in a wash P.~n, 
It was llll.oted these items of elothi!!'Ilg had not been wrung out 
a!l'll.d were still in th.e wash waite1r. .i .,: ' 

Mr. MARLEY r~lated ~everal different ½ersions 
as to what he had filEl)(eJJl\ alllld where h.e had been located.,_ at 
<>!!'1!.~. point stating ther@ were· 3 meIDl imrvolV(f.i)d in the shooting 
of,MARTJ'.N LM"HER KING ~d that he had seeim one <>f theJU , 
~lid il!llg down a ban . east of the above ment io:ned'back' portion 
whe:ireas the other 2> had run west out of the building, At 
this poi!!'1!.t 9 he ~tated. that he was in the hallway· when t~J 
2 men ran west anid · olllie of them told him uget the hell out 
of tlhle way. n He also stated at oime poill'!lt that one of the men 
run1ning west had a'· ~iyami,k<ee ·brogue~, al!lld at another point · " 
statea o~e of them•lobked like aim i!Illdian. 

Du:iring eff6tts to illl'!tervi~w MJr. MARLEY, Mr_, FR.Alfi{ 
BREWER, husbailld of the landla«lly of this building, Mrs, 
BESSIE BREWER 9 advised Lt. J. Do HAMBY and SA FRANK.L. 
JOHNSON that Mr. MARLEY is a complete alcoholic, stays dtunk 

. all th® timep a!lll.d h® per$onally knows that Mr. MARLEY was 
passed out iim hi~ room at the t im~ MJr • BREWER 9 Mrs ~ BREWER 1, a111l«ll ami,other t~na!lll.t Ju>. BERTIE REEVES heard a shot around ' 
6~00 PM, April 4 1 1968. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _...::.4/ ...... ·-'-'7 /'-6=8:::;__ __ --.--,._~ 

'·~ 
HAROLD 'CARTER/} 422½ South Main,, Apartment 9, a.dvi~d.t· . ' J 

that he arrived at home. about 4:30 p, .. m .. 11 on April 4, 1968. · · ·, 
He··~nt to his room and he was still there when he heard 
a shot abou.t 6: 00 pom.. He stayed in his room un:til the 
police came inside about 10=15 minutes late~. 

CARTER did not see the man who rented Apartment SB, 
and he did not notice anything unusual before or after he 
h~ard the shoto . He. does not fe~l he has anything that w:>uld 
h~lp,in the investigation of this caseo 
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