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Oliiirge ~. Nobel Pri7.e winning civil 

G I W 
• h rights leader, was shot to death G t It on a motel balcony April 4 by a 

~

niper who fled from a nearby 

SI • rooming house. ay1ng First-d'!lgree murder in 
Tennessee carries the death 

MEMPHIS. Ttmn. (A') - ,penalty although the electric 
The mysetrious Eric Starvo chair has not been used in the 
Galt has been charged with con- 'state since 1960. 
spiracy and murder in the as- The maximum penalty ~nder 
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther the federal charge of conspiracy 
King Jr. to violate e person's civil rights 

is a $5,000 fine and IO-year pris­
on sentence 

~;a.:;.;"wills no further mention 
in the FBI statement ,-:..::..,-.;. ~ 
alleged brother and no char1e 
'1a~gainst hirtt. - __. 
}lOOVER 

FBI Director J . Edgar Hoov~r 
announced m Washington that 
the conspiracy to "injure, op­
press, threaten or intimidate" 
King began •·on or about ~arch 
30" ln Birmingham. 

The I<'BI statement said a 
.30_06 rifle equipped with a tele­
scopic sight found near the 
rooming house shortly after 
King was s-lain, was purchased 
March 30 in Birmingham. 

T te ent did not connect 
Galt G1rec y with the rifle. 

ERIC STARVO GALT The FBI released a photo-
(AP Wirephoto) ~aph of Gait and solicited pub­

lic aid in finding him. Whether 
The FBI said in a fugitive this appeal meant the trail had 

warrant issued Wednesday become cold wes unclear. but 
night in Birmin~ham, Ala., that U.S. Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark 
Galt, 36, conspired with a man told a reporter in Washington 
"whom he alleged to be his that he felt this was not tM situ­
brother'' to violate King's civil ation. 
rights. The FBI marted hunting Galt 

· st e- A week ago. Agen~ :0n­
agamst tacted persons named Galt in 

several states in en attempt to 
find him. 

The picture-which had to 
have the eyes "opened" by an 
aritst-brought uncertain re­
sponse~ from witnesses who 
w~inted with Galt or 
saw tlie"--rreeing ~ ---' 

(Indicate page, name of 
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"U lli-.1-~• ~thi~N•·~~: 
er-~iii=i,iii1• a '- 1:1. ·• •••~. were · fr==~'-' 
&hint, It I - the - I .... re ease lS ~YitllJ.·.~ 
~aid Charise Q Stevens, ~be such q Ga~•• ~t .• 
lives at the Ma 1tnet ~ mal IChoolint 

1 
beuae from wbtch the fatal ool The stalemen~ .ia Gtlt 
apparently w-. fired. claimed to haveilea a e9*- ea 

"The hair ii toe fldl illd tht Missi'8i1)pi n~ a ._ r.c. is too young," he said. Biit chant ~-,i and 0 i, &aid te flt 
Stevens saitf he only got a side an avid dancer." 
View of the fleeing filore. . Galt, the FBI Nici, ii the ~ 
PHOTOGRAPH tr ef a 11&1 white M-.W ~ 

A fl)UJ'ct in Birmin,itam said ~a licenae platu 
the photoll"aph was taktll wi~- cteDlff J.n Atlanta. the ui_ ~ 
ln the past three monthi, al• ~.,.,shot to death. '1'Jlllt 
thouch the FBI did not ape~ hicle was Jett in tile ~ lot 
when it was made. The"<'ffl!Clto M 1111 •~t pro.Jut 
has sh-,p cGntr•, makint 11am tile Geor(ia Capitol. 
and f•tures very cwt. Two wbit.e M~ialnlk .... 

The FBI, rtlyin, cm witnac;• parked Mar the roolllinS 
apparently, laitl the fQcitive lhortly before the lhoott111. d­
W been delcribtd a, a ~ neS1eS ~ve llid, IDcl Nt1i ti­
Jtlan, 5-8 to i;:.n, ~ _._ tt •PflaW 1Pinutei llt.r. .._ 
175 J)OUllds, with ltrown_.. ii a witnesses told el a Jnb A 
brQfb e,t.,. blue etyfl, 111' hlack bus~ss -~· ~~~ 
Bose. , · ' dressed, wallung dl>W 

Persol]M who have llltt Qalt, to the street, dropping 
the FBI reported, descrUHNt lli9' and getting into a Kus~·,,_ 
as a loner with a ""'"1" either Alabama or Ar_.. 
IJ)eech and little schoolin1, fen4 tags. · 
of vodka, beer and hillbilly mu- The FBI saicf Galt'a ur .,.._ 
lie. eled more than 19,000 mite, • 

The FBI ~~,JUS6 Saki, tween Aug, 3fl, IWI, when bi 
"The ~ li.MJ!f'l'> have i bought it in Birmingham and Ha 
ner\'Ous hibit aecutomlly abandonment lllt week in Al­
pQllin, at an ear lobe '8th hii lanta. There were trips to Id 
left hand. Hi., left ear "-°des Angeles, New Orleans and Md­
further frGm his 4'ead 1"n hil ico, the FBI said, 
ri1ht ear." "Galt WU re,ortid to 

"Galt. sbculd t)e C01¥kle~ been in Memphi.s .April 3. ~ \. 
4rmea and dangerous," Ute ,, -,I 1861, IDtf to have ~ 
release warned. · there t Atlanta;.'iii ==!!!::::::11!'.I 

Galt hu used · the .names of s 
John Willard and Harvey, Low-
1neyer, the FBI said. 'l'hfl •ssa• 
sift registered •~ the Memphis 
raoming bouse --,=-5~~• 
of 'ii:JJiP i.111~. 
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In Mem·o,-y or 
Dr. M. L. King 

By REP. ROBERT G. CLARK 
•·one \Hiter has said, 'one 

g,mrration succeeds another, as 
w-<1ve follom1 wave.' So it is that 

1 

thour1h ll'e mourn the passing of 
one 

O 

who has proven himself 
faithful, loving and kind, there 
remains another generdtion to 
succeed him, to follow the : 
prints he has made upon the I 
snnds of time. But why should 

1 
death be mourned when it is 
fol1011ed by irnmo/tdlity? 

"\Vhe~ a man has made ~ 
choice of the path which this 
mdn chose, and when he walks 
that path with full determina­
tion to follow the arrow ·ahead, 
it i& oa rno11der the hearts of 
those behind 'dre sad, when he 
comes to his journey's end. 

"A kind word, ··a' he:pingi hand, 
and a mind that led toward ·dny 
who needed hel!}-this was the 
life he lived and he so dicd-

''Not slothful in business, but 
1,·ith enough time to give full 
recognition to his religiou.;; con­
victions. He had · served in 
many ways ll'ith civic ·and re­
ligious organizati.ons, yet none 
kept him from his pldce as head 
of his home; 

"His days were seemingly 
too short, but the hours of each 
day were put to use,, that when­
ever the time ,rnuld come when 
he would be no more, there 
would be no mourni.cg ·-> 1 tJ:ie •,, 
bar. - I) · 

"It is our hope that~~ 
are ldt behind will catch the 
·c1roma of the not too fleeting 
winds as they carry his mes• 
sage of "work for tlie night fa 
coming -

Not burn baby burn: but re­
gister baby register; 

Kot burn baby burn, but vote 
baby vote; 

Not burn 'baby burn, but edu­
cate baby educate; 

Not bw-n baby burn, but pray 
baby pray. 

"Without turning bc1ck to bid 
u~ ~ may we continue 
to watch the distant ship that 
is carrying him out to the sea 
of Eternity. 

"!11dy each glance in that di­
rection give us more: determina­
tion to live our li\'CS fruitfully­
to live them .well. 

"Dr. King is ~ot with us any 
longer, but we will continue to 
reap the dividends of those ef­
forts for many generations be­
yond our memories. They will 
be like a tree planted by the 
\\'dters - 'I shall J10t be moved, 
I .sha\.l.rilll, bet moved,,_'-"-,-..-
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~B , 

JCillfl ({Jf ·. !filler 
·m ·: o's 1:i~ . in 

As this is written, the man who automobile of a well-known make all 
pulled the trigger on the rifle that the way from Memphis to Atlanta 
brought down The Rev. Martin Luth• without someone spotting the car en• 
er King is still at large. · route. Certainly he would have to 

The authorities seem to have a stop for gas and food, it would seem. 
hot clue or two and they're- looking 
all over the United States for the Likewise, it is rather ouilanclish 

to assume he could hide in a hotel or assassin, and there have been reports 
a nlan meeting the description given motel anywhere without someone see. 

ing him, or his· car. Memphis police has been seen in 
Mexico, Atlanta and Miami. There was also the report print• 

Days have now _ passed and the ed in Memphis that tht . ~ity police 
a Ss ·n has not been apprehe 1ded radio had been interfereL ·,°fl right ssa 1 - 1 • 

after the shooting. A mess". ,·~-
This leads to the question as to ported broadcast on the pc, . 

whether a lone man under the cir- quency that a white car was 
cumstances could hide this long by chased north of town. The conclu. 
himself and without assistance from was that while police were rushing t~ 

some source. the north section of town, the white 
car may have been speeding south, It seems, on the sur!ace, highly 

U l 'k I · east or west. n I e y. 

Without confederates, it would ' The big question now is: Where 
seem that he would have to go uut for is the assassin hiding? And if he is 
food, for man cannot exist without in hiding, who is helping him? 

nourishment. It also seems rather \I.J'l=·'----· The answer, when and if ascer­
likelynecould have driven a white tained, may be rather reve~~ 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspape r, city and state,) 
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MAmnhi Charges M11 •dem_ ~ = ==" It was the first disclosure that 
• au~vi ;~;-.;; !ii.ad evidf!'G'!: of eAl 

Charge Conspiracy E'l:.'.":.!.t~JJ:~ 
though this was dropped from a 

In Kl·ng Slay1·nd la~t~~=J. Edgar Hoover 
~ said in tlhe Wednesday release ,....(-ln_d_ic_a_t_e _p_a .... ge_,_n_a_m_e_o_f ___ _ 

tihat Galt bought a rifle in Bir- newspaper, city and state .) 
BIRMl!NGHAM,. Aita. (AP) - cliiie£Li~did not incli~ when rninglham about Marrch 30. Only 

A federal comp18im ~ednesd~y the photo was made but a a few weeks before, the state-
: Galtt;e a m=::n :~ source s1aid it WlpJS ta~~ within ment said, Gal<t had gr,a~uak:d 
~d for ttie pas,t three months. £rom a school of bartemhng m 
wifh co.nsoiracv a w~k, ln l3irm1ngbaim, GaW~ land· Los Angeles. . . 
w. co.nspir~cy _in t&i $it 4 lord for six weeks las,t fall, Pe- _Gal~ had told acquainbances ~n 

~Pe" ~sass~aition o Dr.~- ter Cherpes, told The Associated B1~1mmglham ttw.t ~e worked m 
rwi _Luther King Jr. . Press thait the FBI photo might s~pya;ds _orr on ships! ~ on a 

. Fiye hou,rs l~ter stJaite _author1- be a pic,ture of Gal,t, "It's ver_y dr1v~~ s license application he 
ties m Memp~s, Tenn., ~su~ a near, but rm not sqrre." said put ~~hrant seaman, unem-

1 
warrant chiar,gmg Galt w1,th fu'st C!lerpes. }le remembered. his l}loyed. , . 
degree murder. . boa,rder's hair being mqch hg;ht• In~Oillywgod, direc!Xll' T~ 

The FBI compla:mt charges er The FBI descriptio,i said, Reyes .Qllr{)f the_ I~1onal 
l!hat Galt and a man who Gal.t "Galt has broWlll hair." School of Bartending, said Galt 
claimed was his brother entered The AP oried Monday that gr;aduated March 2 and dwap-
into a conspiracy about March Oh s ~ identified FBI peared a£ter refusing a job. Lau 
29 in B~nghiam. A. warra~t dr=gs as tihe Tuic Galt who said Galt was oo excellent stu-
f~r ~alts arrest was JSsued m had lived at bhe Birmingham d~~t. . . 
B1rmmgham. . . . rooming house kom Awg. 26 to He never ~aid anythl~g 

There was no mdication from Oct. 7, 1967_ abowt Negir,oes, Lau . said. 
llhe FBI that ~ persO'IlS An At1ania taxicab dnver said There w~e no Negroes m ~e 
would be charged with the con- n FBI pictUTe he identified as class. Jung, a Ne•gro, was in 
spiracy._ The se~ond man :that : ~L;.o>fare :the night after Memphis to aid slirildng ga.r­
Galt_ s•ai~ _was his brother was the sliaying was different from bage wor)ters, most of' tl)em 
not l~~~~ed, nor cih@irqpd ~ the one released Wednesday. Neg,roes. 
~ in Memphis, T~nn-1- "That is deffill.'i,te}y not the man I The FBI said G&t ialso WU 

wh~re King was killed, sai an picked up," tJhe cab driver said. 1mowi:o1a as '.'Harv~ Lowmyer 
F'Bi photograph of me want.ed Atty Gen Ramsey Clark, an>!! _ n ,,W11laro. ~ ·· • 
man does not resemble tJhe man ho ~m; to ·Memphis afterr the _ An FBI statement -~ 
seen _leaving the scene aMer 1lhe :ia~g of the civil ri~h!Js lead- h,= ;~hi.s date of )ir.th ~s 
sihootmg. er annoonced in a statement re- July 20, 1931, has Urow1r'lian·, 

"Unless he was w~ar~ng a wig l~sed by the FBI that Galt was wears his hair in a brush cut, 
or had Md a face hft or some, being sougtt as a fugitive on the rep~tedly has blue e)'.eS, a 
thing, it's not the man I saw,'.' charge of conspiring to injure, straigl}t narrow no13e, 1s be­
said Oha'!"les Q. Stevens, a res1- oppress threaten or intimidate tween 5-feet-8 and i-feet-11 and 
dent of the Main_ street rooin:ung King in'the exericse of a federal weighs between 160 and 175 
house ~om which the sn~pe,r rig:hit, "namely, the right to pounds. 
wa~ belie~d _to have ~hot King. freely iwavel :m-om state to The FBI said "the fugitive is 

'·The hair is too f~l and the state." said to have a nervoUB habit of 
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Afliiifla Taif=~ 
Cab Driver 
Quizzed By FBI 

':He iust.., seemed to be in a 
hui'ry;"the driver s"aiJ,..JJlng 
that he did not know where the 
man went after leaving the cab. 

Tqe taxi driver's report came 
as FBI agents continued an in­
tensive search for the assassin 
of the famous civil rights lead-

ATLANTA, Ga. (AP) - :\n er. 
Atlanta taxi driver said Tues- The taxi driver said FBI 
day night he hauled a man agents had continuously pored 
matching an FBI sketch on a over the taxi company's "trip 
short trip in northeast Atlanta sheets" since agents impounded 
the night after Dr. Martin Lu- a white Mustang last Thursday 
ther King, Jr. was slain. in Atlanta. The car fit the de-

. . scription of a car which was 
The driver, who asked that his seen leaving · the scene after 

name not be used, said an FBI King was killed April 4 by a 
agent questioned him about an- sniper firing from a rooming 
other fare he had on Friday house in Memphis, Tenn. 
night, April 5, before showing The FB~declined c:Qmment ,pn 
him the sketch which he th~ taxi ar1ver's report. 
immediately identified. 

He said he recognized the 
sketch, which appeared to be a 
composite photograph, as a man J' 

he had picked up at a coffee 
shop in Atlanta's "hippie" dis- : 
trict and carried two blocks. ' 

The driver said the man ap­
peared to be in a hurry. 

"He told me to make a right 
hand turn, and he'd let me know 
when to stop," the driver said. 
"I went about two blocks, and 
he told me he wanted to get out. I 

"When I stopped, he opened 
the door, and I turned around to / 
make sure I got my fare. I got a 
good look at him. I put my hand 
out, but he threw the money on 
the seat and it fell on the floor," 
the driver said. "That made me 
mad .. That's the mam-~ I 
rlhncmoc1 him so well." 

(Indicate page , name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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D'evef opmenis 
In Spreading 
Hunt For Galt: 

J!?o R¾covered many specif­
ic details about G~t"" Hie iJVer 
the past several years in its re­
lease including the fact that he 
is an avid dancer, has "rural 
speech," apparently lacks edu­
cation and has a "nervous habit 
of pulling at an ear lobe with his 
left hand. 

But except for his age, the 
FBI's statement was void of v1-

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) ...; tal statistics, including Gait's 
The nation's police agencies in• birthplace or of any details of 
tensified a nationwide search to- his movement prior to 1964. 
day for Eric Starvo Galt, the The statement disclosed for 
elusive fugitive sought in the as- the first time that Galt was in 
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther Memphis the day before King 
King, Jr. was shot, although he did not 

They were aided by thousands move into the rooming house 
of wanted posters, just gaining from which the fatal bullet was 
wide distribution two days after fired until the day of the assas­
the FBI publicly identified Galt, sination. 
36, as the man it had sought se- A night clerk at a motel here 
cretly since a week after the said that a man registered there 
A&iril.:.e.:.1.._d;laying. as "Eric S. Galt" the day before 

The FBI refuserl .,rammenJ; on the slaying, but stayed in his 
queries about whether it be- room all night and received no 
lieves Galt is the man's real vi~tars . ., 
name or was simply a cover I There were these other devel­
built painstakingly over a num- opments. 
ber of months by the beer-drink- [ The U.S. attorney's office in 
ing lover of hillbilly music. Kansas City quoted an inform-

Two aliases-John Willard ant of "apparent reliability" as 
and Harvey Lowmyer-were saying King was among persons 
listed on the federal conspiracy marked for death if R9,hl~ 
warrant issued against Galt in var Depugh, leader of the mili­

. Birmingham, Ala., Wednesday tant rightwing Minutemen or-
afternoon and the first degree ganization, ever went to jail. 
murder warrant issued by the The statement was included in 
state against him here Wednes- a court motion to dismiss an ap­
day night. peal from Depugh on a convic-

"John Willard" was the name tion for a National Firearms 
used by the man who checked act violation. 
ilhu ;[ main Stre'fil roommg -A Birmingham man who 
ho1¥!e thre~ hours before .KiJlg said he had a brief business 
was sho1 as he stood onffieDll.l- dealing with Galt told reporters 
cony of a motel here. There has that the hunted man once told 
been no reference to the second him he had a wife living in the 
alias. . Rocky Ridge section of the Ala-

The federal agency demed a bama City. There wa!'Fiiv vni• 
report that it had taken into cus- ciar comllmation. 
tody the man it said Galt de-
scribed as his brother and that 
the brother was aiding in the \ 
search. The federal warrant, is-
sued Wednesday, claimed that 
Galt and the brother entered 
int.,, a --m~iracy March. 29 to 
violate King's civ_il ~gnti . _ 
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BULLETIN 
WASHINGTON-AP-THE FBI HAS IDENTI­

FIED ERIC STARVO GALT, WANTED IN THE 

SLAYING OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, AS 

JAMES EARL RAY. THE FBI SAYS THE 40-YEAR­

OLD RAY IS A FUGITIVE FROM THE MISSOURI 

-~"'!.TS PENITENTIARY. 
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Galt-Ray Descriptioil 
Contradictions Seen 

MEMPHIS, Tenn.~ ...- ~nt said Galt bed g-·:~ ce~~ prison h~ b~," 
FBI agents have been given a ms birth date as July 20, 1931- saiathe convict, whoasR'eanot 
new identification for the man which would make him 36. Fri• to be identified. "He never 
they seek in the assassination of day the FBI said Ray was 40. talked about himself very much 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., but The FBI also said Galt was and never expressed any liking 
the new identification seems to said to be an avid dancer and for music, dancing and he was 
have muddled even more the took dancing lessons in New Or- too tight to g~mble." 
mystery of who fired the single leans in 1964 and 1965 in Bir- Galt seemmgly was a free 
shot that killed King here the mingham during Septe~ber and spender. Asi_de from th~ dancing 
night of April 4. October 1967 and in Long Beach, lesso?s, w~1ch . cost him abo1;1t 

The FBI had issued a conspir- Calif., from December 1967 to $500 m Cahforma alone, he paid 
acy warrant last Wednesday for February 1968. $2,00~ cash ~or a white ~ustang 
Eric Starvo Gal~. Two days _lat- But during the time Galt al- that IS now impounded m Atl'.'111• 
er t?e age~cy said a ~ompar1~on legedly took dancing lessons in ta, and attended the bartendmg 
of fmgerprmts found m the Kmg New Orleans Ray was serving school. 
in~,i,on revealed laft ~ \ part of a '20-year term for " ~-V: "TIG . , 

, mreality was James arl Ray, armed robbery in the Missouri He was tight as a tick,' the 
St_ ate Penitentiary at Jefferson Missouri convict said of Ray. 

w ,,.ri--old escapee rrom a C M" ~ =-=lll r..,. '·J:Soy, if you owed film money, 
Missouri prison. At h · G l d A murder warrant issued here t e time a t was atten • even a few cents, he'd bug you 

ing a_ bartending_ school in Cali- to death." \ 
in Gait's name subsequently f d l Al b was amended to carry the name o~ma,, a_ up icate !'1 ama The penitentiary inmate said 
of Ray. d~1ver s licens~ was ma~ed _to he did not think Ray was the 

NEW PUZZLE i h1~ at a roommg house m B1r- kind of man who would kill for 
The second identity was only I mmgham. '· _.,....- profit. And the warden, Harold 

the latest in a series of puzzles I SOUTHERN DRAWL Swenson, who remembers Ray, 
which have surrounded the few The woman who runs the flop- added, "It's odd, but I won't be­
known facts of the investigation. house here said the man. to !ieye he did it (killed King) until 

Witnesses who said they saw whom she rented a room Just it 1s proven. 
the alleged assassin the the flop- thr~e hours before King was "None of the inmates gave us 
house from which the fatal bul- slam had a Southern drawl. The any feedback after the first pie­
let was fired said he appeared FBI said Galt liked country and tures of Ray were published 
to,?;;.; !;.;~n 26 and 3asears~ Western music and drank beer They usually talk about an in: 
age. The FBI's Wednesaayan- 1 and vodka. mate after he's done something 

In Jef~erson_ Ci~y, an inma!e They really blab about it. But 
of the Missouri prison, who said 'j!fhilA ha!~ doing somethiru! l!OU 
he "ran around" with Ray, said don't 'heir a word." r.r-=! · ~ 
Ray-listed as a native of Illi-
noiw-==am=not have u-,~m 
accent. " Jim didn't drink, ex- 1 
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ed.: .. & ;:k.pressions, ,.!!cl ~1>f 
psychotic proportions." 

Ray's IQ was listed as 105, 
considered normal. 

In a separat.e psychological 
report, Dec. 20, 1966, for the 
Missouri State oard of Proba- \ 
tion and Parole, Ray was re­
ported to have a number of 
complaints, such as pain in the 
"solar plexus (pit of the stom­
ach), tachycardia (rapid heart 
action), and intracranial (inside 
the skull) tension." 

"READ UP" 
"When we commented that 

these were rather large words, 
he said he had been reading up 
in the medical literature," the 
report said. It added that at cer­
tain times, Ray thought he had 
cancer or heart trouble. 

~ rN examined at S . y was never married, but 
osp{aI o. 1 at Fulton, Mo., lived for brief periods with 

from Sept. 8, 1966 to Oct. 17, women, the report said. It add-
1966. Dr. Donald B. Peterson, ed: "This man's basic problem 
hospital superintendent, said revolves around what appears 
they had been asked only to de- to be an increasingly severe 
termine whether Ray was men- obsessive, compulsfilz t::::!'!ll!l 
tally capable of standing trial. "He states that at the age of 

'He showed no more nervous- 10 he awoke one night and 
ness than the average person thought he had lost his eyesight. 
awaiting trial," Dr. Peterson He became quit.e fearful. These 
said. "He was rather reserved, various fears confront him from 

I but we just didn't find anything time to time and in a typical 
unusual. obsessive way. He feels he must 
~ - ~ NO KILLER do certain things in order to 

"There was nothing in his undo what he feels is going to 
mental makeup or background occur and might result in harm 
to indicate anything but a reci- to him." 
divistic (habitual) criminal The report recommended that 
whose crimes were all associat- Ray not be granted parole. 
ed with money. We didn't find Ray tried unsuccessfully to 
anything to indicate he was a escape from the penitentiary on 
killer or had tendencies t.o kill." Nov. 19, 1961, eight months after 

The official report from the he was admitted, and on April 
hospital said Ray had "no hallu- 11, 1966. He succeeded between 
cinations or illusions, was or- 2 and 3 p.m. on April 23, 1967, 
iented as to time, place and per- apparently by hiding in a three­
son." His "mood effect" was by-five foot wooden bread box. 
~~., as "somewhat tense He was working in the P@~n-

(,and anxious and at times show- tiary bakery at the'i'llfle: 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

'A Lot Of 
n: . ,= ' L-MScrepanc1es, ~ 

MEMPHIS, 'l'enn. (AP) - A 
ranking Memphis police officer 
acknowledges there are "a 
whole lot of discrepencies" in 
official descriptions of the man 
scwght a~., the sniper sJ.a¥er _ of 
'Dr. Martm Luther King Jr. 

' t. Chi.ef Bill Pri.5.e~ed 
to statements that James Earl 
Ray, 40, an escaped Missouri 
convict, .and Eric Starvo Galt 
first sought for King's April 4 
assassination in Memphis, are 
the same person. 

"You don't know what to look 
,for," Price said Sunday as offi­
cers here and elsewhere contin­
ued their investigation of the 
slaying. The nationwide man-
hi.yµ_,_f;g;ll~lUes. , ~ • 

The FBI issued a conspiracy 
warrant Wednesday for Galt, 
then updated their case Friday 
by saying a fingerprint compar­
ison showed Galt was really 
Ray. 

The naming of Ray in the 
case caused confusion, primari­
ly because earlier official state­
ments indicate that Galt anl 
Ray were in different places at 
the same time. 

When Galt was charged as a 
conspirator in King's death by 
rifle bullet, the FBI said the 
~an had taken dancing lessons 
m New Orleans in 1964-65. The I 
F~ ~ei<i..~ater the e._ar11~­
scr1phon s ouid have saF (fat 

re~:h'._ took. da~ci~ I:~ 
ralnenllafi statmg 1t t1filly. 

During that time, Ray was in 
the Missouri State Prison at Jef­
ferson City, serving a 20-year 
sentence for a 1959 supermarket 
robbery. 

The age of the man also was 
in conflict. 

Witnesses who saw a man in a 
Memphis rooming house from 
where the fatal bullet was fired 
estimated his age as in the late 
20.§, J~@ F:_BI, in issuing its war­
rant Tor Galt, said he nau ~en 

his birthdate July 20, J,9.'U .. That \ 
('ffi'u1a- ffinke him 36: The' FBI 
said Friday Ray is 40. 

The personalities of the two 
men are sometimes at odds. A 
prison pal described Ray as vir­
tually a nondrinker. The FBI 
describes Galt as a fancier of 
beer and vodka. 

There were other differences: 
Galt: neat appearance. Ray: 

careless appearance. 
Galt: Southern accent. Ray: 

born in Alton, Ill. No Southern 
accent. 

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, 
~e to Mem_E._his after 
King was slain, at fit!it'Fillelr1>ut 
a conspiracy, but then the FBI 
issued its warrant for Galt on a 
conspiracy charge. 

Police here have their own 
investigation of the slaying un­
der way, and officials say detec­
tives are working hard on the 
case. 

One theory within the Mem­
phis department is that Eric 
Starvo Galt is a myth, painstak­
ingly created by the conspira­
tors as a smoke screen. 
,=!'SQlJ]g!:Jprly has muddied the 

. waters," ~rice said. =~= 

1 
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KlN6 .,SLAY SUSPE1CT 

Ray Added 
To FBI List 

WASHINGTON (AP) - What may be the nation's 
most intensive manhunt gained fresh pressure Saturday 
when the FBI placed on its "most wan~ed" list a fugit~ve I 
convict accused of the murder of Martm Lutherlfiffg. 

James Earl Ray, a 40-year-old 
habitual. criminal, is being hunt­
ed by police from border to bor­
der and beyound for the April_ 4 
sniper slaying in Memphis, 
Tenn., of the Negro cirviil rights 
leader from Altlanta. 

ffie Mf always has limited 
Its list of most wanted criminals 
to 10 names bll!t Saturday it 
added an 11th Ray, a white 
loner known also by the name of 
Eric Starvo Gait has six other 
aliases. 

.P11_.!l!b~ay, when..,,.RaLslill 
was being sought under me 
name of Galt, the FBI filled a 
v,acancy on the list with another 
name. When asked why \Talt 
wasn't the nominee at that time 
a spokesman explai?e~ t~e 
main purpose of the l1stmgs 1s 
",to attract publicity for . a g~y 
you're looking for-and m this 
case there's been plenty of pub­
Jicity." 

But Hoover obviously decided 
more public attention was in or-

In add1tion to a state first-de­
gree murder warrant issued in 
Memphis, Ray is wanted on fed­
eral charges of conspiracy to 
d~ Dr. King his ~ r~s 
and of flight to escape confine­
ment. The latter traces to his 
April 1967 escape from Missouri 
prison at Jefferson Oity where 
!he was starting his eighth year 
on a 20-year sentence for armed 
robbery. 

In announcing the unprece­
cented step of adding an 11th 
name to the "10 most wanted" 
list FBI Director J. Eagar Hoo­
ve-l announced it was done "to 
insure the widest possible dis­
semination of Riay's photograph 
al?:!! ".!e22$ption to help effect 
his earliest oossrble 10<.'anon:"" ~ 

der. . 
As usual, the FBI is appeal~g 

top rnY}lJc for help ~~ 
its man and-as usual-gives 
:imP,lied w~ing against any "ef.:" 
£ori"'by ap ain citizetf-w nppi'e­
lhend fille criminal unaided. 

The official language puts it 
this way: 

"Riay should be considered 
armed and exitremely d'anger­
ous. Anyone with infonnation 
concerning this fugitive is re­
quested to immediately contact 
the nearest office of the FBI, 
the telephone number of which 
may be found on the first page 
of local. telephone directories." 

Reportedly a native of Illinois, 
R&;,t:; ..!cSiadbed as about 5 feet, 
10 inches tall, weighing from 163 
to 174 pounds. lie has blue eyes 
and brown hair usually worn 
'Short. Forehead and right palm 
bear small scars. His nose is 
narrow and straight, teeth even. 
And he has a noticeably pro­
truding le£t ear, the lobe of 
which he reportedly tugs at 
w1\'en nervous. 
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Tam8S Earl 
-~ay; 

HowTol<nOW 
Binl 

~rison Escapee 
Has Many Faces 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
James Earl Ray, alias Eric Starve Galt, who is 

being sought in the killing of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., is a man descrilbied as a loner. Yet he is known as an 
avid dancer. 

He has ibeen convicted o:f armed robbery and auto­
mobrne theft, but less than a year ago he applied for and 
received a legal license to drive a newly purchased 
white Mustang. 

Ray has lived as far west as 
Cw.Jforniat. as far south as New 
0 rl ea n s -an d in Memphis 
Tenn., where on April 4, 1968, 
King was assassinated. 

Here is the most current in­
formation available on Ray: 

Description: Height, 5 feet 10; 
weight, 163 to 174 pounds. 
Brown hair. Blue eyes. A small 
scar on his forehead and right 
palm. His left ear protrudes fur­
ther from ibis head than his 

I right ~~ does. 'Wi1it"tf '"male 
about·4o. 
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1?elativei1t Born in ~" 2 m.., 
March io,1928, son of a laborer 
of the same name. Hospital re­
cords in Fulton, Mo., indicate 
his parents are deceased but 
prison records list his mother as 
Mrs. Lucille Ryan of 1913 Hicko­
ry St., St. Louis. A brother, Jer­
ry, reportedly has an address of 
Box 22, Wheeling, Ill. 

Aliases: Two aliases listed on 
FBI warrant-John Willard and 
Harvey Lowmyer. Other names 
used are James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron 
and James O'Connor. 

Education: High school drop­
ou ~ ~ grade. Graduate of 
International School of Bartend­
ing in Hollywood, Calif., on 
March 2, 1968. Took dancing les­
sons in New Orleans in 1!:34 and 
1965, in Birmingham during 
September and October 1967, 
and in Long Beach, Calif., from 
December 1967 to February 
1968. 

Military record: Served as an 
enlisted man in the U.S. Army 
from February 1946 to Decem­
ber 1948 when he was given a 
general discharge for ineptness 
and lack of adaptability. While 
in the Army he re~<? 
three-month sentence at hard 
labor for being drunk and 
"breaking" arrest. 

Criminal record: In 1949 
served eight months in county 
jail in Los Angeles on a bur­
glary char,ge. In 1952 convicted 
in Chicago of armed robbery 
and served two years in Joliet 
and Pontiac, Ill., state prisons. 
In 1955 convicted of forging U.S. 
postal money orders in Missouri • JAMES EARL RA y 
and confined to Ft. Leaven-
worth, Kan., penitentiary until Ital observation in connection 
1958. In 1960 sent to the Missouri with a charge of attempted es. 
State Penitentiary for a 20-year cape from Missouri State Peni­
sentence for armed robbery and tentiary. Hospital officials found 
car theft in St. Louis and, on "no mental disease or defect 
April 23,196 7, escaped. within the law." 

Occupation: Has worked as a Pasttimes: Bear and vodka 
baker, laborer .and color match- drinker. Fond of hillbilly and 
er. On a driver's license appli- Western music. Avid dancer. 
cation he put "merchant sea- Characteristics: Ru r a I 
man, unemployed." Claimed to speech. Nervous habit of pulling 
have been a cook on a Mississip- at an ear lobe with left hand. 
pi riverboat and to have worked I Described as quiet, a loner, and 
~ hin~s. -~ a neat, dresser. 

Mental history: Sent for~ Last known address: 2 
Highland, a boarding house, in 
~- -r= -~- -
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Ray TalkeU 
About Bounty 

DAILTON, Ga. (AP) - A con- Then, Curtis said, Ray was 
victed murderer who was in transferred to the Leavenworth 
prison with the mysteriG\1s federal prison to serve a term 
James Earl Ray, now hunted in for forging postal money orders. 
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther Curtis said that two weeks later 
King Jr., said Tuesday he heard he also was sent to Leaven. 
Ray say he would be willing to worth. 
try to coilect $1 million for kill- ADJOINING CELLS 
ing the civil rights leader. Curtis said he and Ray were 

Raymond Curtis, 40, the same in the same 281-ceII building at 
age as Ray, is serving a iife Leavenworth and at one point 
sentence at Whitfield County were in adjoining ceIIs. 
jai~ olli cw said he and Ray He said after about six 
were prisoners at the Missouri months he was transferred to 
State Penrtentiary when John F. the Atlanta prison al):Q.....d~--aot 
Kennedy was assassinated Nov. see Ray again until late 1961 or 
22, 1963, in Dallas, Tex. early 1002, when Curtis went to 

"Another boy said, 'Well, the Missouri State Penitentiary 
there's a million-dollar bounty on a 10-year armed robbery sen­
to get King.' King was running tence. 
ihis mouth pretty good then. Ray Ray was there, Curtis said, 
said, "If there is a million-dollar serving a 20-year armed rob ­
bounty on King, I believe I can bery sentence. Prison records 
collect it,'" Curtis said in an in- confirm that Curtis and Ray 
terview. were inmates at the same time. 

Curtis said he met Ray in 1955 The two saw each other "al-
when both were prisoners jn most daily" Curtis said. 
Jackson County jail at Kansas It was in the prison yard..Cur­
City, Mo. He said they shared a. tis said, that he anirRay saw 
ce!!,-:on na,vcn ,mont-hs. 
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January 1967, of a robbery mur­
television news reports of Ken- der, is awaiting a dec1s1011 Oil a 
nedy''s~ a'ssassination. A few new trial motion. FBI agents 
days later, he said, a new pris- questioned Curtis Sunday and 
oner crune in and said that a $1 Monday. 
million bounty had been put on To bis knowledge, Ourtis said, 
King by a "K-K businessman's only one person visited Ray dur-

. association." ing their prison time together. 
1 

Curtis said Ray did not associ- Curtis talked to reporters 
crowd of 2,000 men in the prison ilirorn hi · d'vid _,, foot 
ate freely with other inmates. , :s m 1 

Uw 
4• by lO-

"You could pick him out of a 011 ait the Whitfield County jail. 
A bare liglht bulb illuminated 

yard. He would be off to himself the cell. He wore a torn white 
walking and his mind would be T-shirt, and raspberry colored 
somewhere else." pajama wmrs. 

PLANNED 
"The only thing he would Oums said Ray made the 

make a long onversation out of statemmts about King to Cu,:r,tis 
make a long conversation out of personally and not in a group. 
was when he was planning 'llhe FlBI said 1lhe man they 
something and you were a part are hunting has a liking for beer 
ot._ii •:~,.!zjts said. "Anything he and vodka and water. ,.\,'H'." !JJ,~ 
did was thoroughly planned. He beer, I know that, because he 
never went off half-<!ocked." talked a>bout it," Curtis said. 

Curtis said he heard Ray Ourtis saiid Ray talked a weat 
mention a King bounty several deal in prison about New Zea­
times. At one point, Curtis said, land, Brazil and , Argentina and 
Ray referred to the Kennedy as- Curtis speculated that he would 
sassination iby saying, "Boy, have left the United States for 
probably somebody made a nice one of those countries within 
little penny off of that. I sure hoors after the slaying if lhe 
wish it was me." were responsible. 

OU1rtis, who was born in Dal- "If you ,talk to lhim. 15 minutes 
ton, saiid Ray bad a soft south- you'd like him," Curtis said. 
em Illinois accent, not a south- "He was a likeable sort of per-
em drawl. son. But iif this was a plot to as-

,r:- - ~ QUESTIONS sassinate King, Ray .:-"·1t g~, to 
Curtis, who wais convicted In his grave with the secret." 
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jlHfehsify= 
Search 
For Galt 

"John Willard" was the ncwie 
J ~a~ oy the man wifu-=ci'fecKed· 
into a Main Street rooming 
house three hourg before King 
was shot as he stood on the bal-l cony of a motel ,1ere. There has 
been no reference to the second 
alias. 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) The federal agency denied a 
The nation'e police agencies in- report that it had taken into cus­
tensified a nationwide search to- tody the man it said Galt de­
day for Eric Starvo Galt. the scribed as his brother and that 
elusive fugitive sought in the as- the brother was aiding in the 
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther search. The federal warrant, is­
King Jr. sued Wednesday, claimed that 

They were aided by thousands Galt and the brother entered . 
of ¼llnted posters, just gaining into a conspiracy March 29 to 
wide distribution two days after v1o'ime it-in~' s civil rights, , • 
the FBI pub1icly identified Galt, The FBI covered many specif-
3~ ne-t?"'".man it had sought se- ic details about Gait's life over 
cretly since a week after the the past several years in its re- 1 
April 4 slaying. ,;i- -lll loose including the fact that he 

The FBI refused comment on is an avid dancer, has "rural , 
~ueries abo~t whether it be- speech," apparently lacks ed~- 1

1 

heves Galt 1g the man's real cation and has a "nervous habit , 
name or was simply a cover of pulling at an ear lobe with his I 

1 built painstakingly over a num- left hand." ' 
[ ber of months by the beer-drink- But except for his age, the I 
: ing lover of h1llbilly music. FBI's statement was void of vi-

Two aliases-John Willard tal statistics, including Galt's , 
and Harvey Lowmyer-were bjphnlfc • or of any details of 
listed on the federal conspiracy hig movement prior tiJ-~-~ 
warrant issued against Galt in 
Birmingham, Ala., Wednesday 
afternoon and the first degree 
murder warrant issued by the 
state agaipst him here Wednes-
day mgnt. •e · "' " 
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rAssassinatiOn , " 
Of King Decried 
At Millscips 

Millsaps College s tuclen(s 
have pledged themselves to a 
course of positive action "to 
achieve freedom of justice for 
all" in .a resolution decrying the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. 

The resolution was adopted by 
the Studen ts Senate official gov­
erning body of the student com­
rnpnity at Millsaps. Soon af ter 
the action was taken, the 1lill­
saps faculty voted to support 
the student senate in its resolu­
tion. 

Text of the •resolution follo ws : \' 
"'Phe violent death of Dr. i\Iartin 
Luther King, Jr., and others 
dedicated to non-violence, pro­
fu.uruil'L...£J1allenges all who be­
Ifeve · in human brotherhood. 
Through our activity and inac­
,tivity, whether conscious or 
unconscious, we share in the 
responsibility for Dr.. Kin ~'s 
dea th. For too long we have 
allowed racism and bigotry; we 
have denied many of the justi­
field goals of Dr. King and Many 
other leaders; we have ignored 
opportunities for friendship and 
understanding with our brnth-

1 ers. . 
t "_We, ·the members of the 
Millsaps Student Senate , com­
mit ourselves ,to a new course 
of positive action: to care for 
the freedom of all men; to live 
without racial prejudice; to act 
toward ending the influence of 
hatred in our society. We pledge 
sincerity in .not only presenting : 
this statement but in going for th: 
.to achieve the great task of 

. fr e:odom and justice for all. " 1 

Earlier a memorial service 
for the slain civil rights leader 
was held on the }!illsaps cam-
2us under the sponsor.shl.cL.oilie 
Methoa1sf Student Movement. 

\ 
I 

.. L ... 

---------------! 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

/ DREW PEARSON SAYS 

James Earl Ray Got Start DoWn 
Crime Road As JuivenileDelinquent 

WASIDNGTON - If you go 
back far enough into the life of 
James Earl Ray, wanted for the 
assassination of Martin Luther 
King, you will find the reason 
which started him on the road 
to crime was what starts most 
crime in the United States -
juvenile delinquency. 

'When Ray was a boy going to 
school at Ewing, Mo., in the 9th 
grade, he s_tole the school's hot­
lunch money, and tried to 
blame it on a classmate, Car-
Jyle Washburn. · 

That was Ray's first brush 
with the law. From this first 
escapad':! he went from bad to 
worse. Every time he got into 

· jail it was for a longer term for 
a worse crime until he needed 
rwith the murder which brought 
near civi'l war to the key cities 
of America and forced the cal­
ling out of 21,000 troops. 

This week the top leaders of 
Washington are attending a ciin­
rier to raise money for big 
ibrothers, which throughout the 
United States attempts to guide 
fatherless boys. There are 20,-
000 fatherless boys in and 
around the nation's capital, 
thousands more in the rest of 
the nation. All of them are basi­
cally good ' boys, -and with 

guidance none are likely to go 
wrong. Without guidance some 
of them will. 

All the specialists report that 
the family plays the most im­
portant part in building a child. 
He can be raised in the slums, 
-in abject poverty, even with,:iut 
much education, and if he has a 
strong fa ther and mother he 
will not only survive but be­
come a constructive citizen. 

Some of the nation's leaders 
of today have emerged from the 
east side of New York, where 
strong Jewish families from 
ea,tern Europe made sure that 
their children were brought up 
right. 

The American system unfor­
tunately destroyed the Negro 
father. There were no Negro 
fathers in slave days, and the 
welfare system of today has 
decreed there must not be a 
man in the home. This is the 
greatest cause of juvenile crime 
in the major cities and the ma­
jor ch_'.1J_l~nge or America. 

_______ ,__ ______ _ 
(Indicate page ·, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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0 1.Jt.:- s;;,;:,ved in the an~µ~ 
tween February, 1946 and De­
cember 1948, received a three­
month sentence at hard labor 
for being drunk and breaking 
arrest and was given a Gener• 
al Discharge due to ineptness 
and lack of adability for· mili• 
tary service. 

Ray is a 40 - year - old white 
male, reportedly born in illi• 
nois, on March 10, 1928. He is 
approximately 5'10"tall, and 
weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, 
has blue eyes and brown hair 
which he has worn cut short. 
He has a small scar on t h e 
center of his forehead and a 
scar on the pal mof his rig].t 
hand. He has been described 
as having a straight, narrow 
nose and straight and even 

' teeth and to have a nervous 
· habit of occasionally tugging 1,t 
his ear lobe. His left ear pm-
1rudes_ noticeably. · · 

~ Acquaintances describe hii'n 
is a "loner" and "drifter", 

· whose language and dictation 
reflect a "rural" quality and in­
dicate he has had limited edu­

i cation. 

I He is reportedly a f~n of ':''es- 1 

I tern and country music, drmks i 
vodka and beer, dresses neatly 
and claims past employment as 
a merchant seaman and cook 
on Mississippi River vessels. 
He is known to have worked 
as a baker, laborer and color 
matcher; 

He is known as an avid danc• 
er · who has taken dancing les­
sons. he also completed a 
course at a school of barten• 
ding in the Los Angeles area 
early in 1968. 

Ray should be considered to 
be armed and extremely dan-

. gerous. Anyone with informa­

. tion concerning this fugitive is 

. requested to immediately con - . 
tact the nearest office of the~ 
FBI, the telephone number of 
which may be found on the first 
page of local telephone direc­
tories. 

• fC, -- , ) \ 

'\'" 
; 
! 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.... .Jm~::::; ,. Earl Ray, a Mis- 1 A Fr.0eral warr2.nt~~,at 
souri prison escapee who has · Bir;-;:11,fiwm, Alao ·ir:ia . or. At• 
been sought under the alias ril , i' 1963, charge:; f.:.:;y, under 
Eric Starvo Galt in connec - the q;ia~ Eric '3t.:irv1 Galt, 
tion with the gunshot slaying of with conspiring to interfere 
Civil rights leader, Dr. Mar- with a Constitutional Right of 
ti-n Lu~her King, Jr., has been a United States citizen. Riay 
added to the FBI's list of ''Ten is . also sought for unlawful in­
Most Wanted Fugitives." terst8.t~. flight to avoid confine­
. FBI ff t J Edgar Hoov- ment after conviction for arm-

!fec or · . . . ed robbery, based on a Fed-
er ordered the special addition eral warrant issued on July I 
of Ray to the "Ten Most . 1 
W t d Fugitives'' list whic:1 2, . 1967,_ at Jefferson City, 

an e . + ',r" . . M1ssoun. He had been con · 
alr~ady contains. ,en fu01h:es, fined at the Missouri State 
to msure the widest possible . . . . 
dissemination of Ray's photo- P~rutent_iar_y, Jefferson C1!y, 
graph vnd description to help M1ssoun, m March, 1960, v.:1th 
ff t his earliest possible l::i- a 20_ - . year sentence followmg 

e ~c conviction for armed robbery 
cation. . and operating a motor vehicle 

Ra~ h&s bee~ the s_ubJect of a without permission of the own­
massive and mtens1ve search er. In September 1966 while 

' • 4l b ' . h • ' ' smc~ .. ;i:: ru1a1 gun~ o, serving the sentence, he was 
I slaymg of Dr. Krng on Apnl 4, confined for a time in the max­
\ 19G8, as he stoo,1 _on the b:il- imum security ward at the 
cotiy ::it a Memphis! Tennc~- State Hospital, Fulton, Mis­
see, motel. One nfle bull~,, sori. He was reported miss­
belie;tu fired from ,.,~ "·u·c1.ow in" from the Missouri State 
of a nearby rooming house fell- P:i1itentairay since April 23 
ed the victim. 1967. ' 

An txhaustive F13t fing~r • Ray, who has an arrest re-
print ~carch, comp-1r:r.e loteut cord dating back to 1949 and 

: fo:§:Ctt'rints uncove,.-~ • in the has been convicted of burglary, 
· Dr. King case against fi nger- armed robbery and forging 
print., of over 5:J,Ol:u per sons en t: ni ted States Posta-1 Money 
,vhom wanted 1Mt1ces have Orders, has also been confined 
~en ,ntsted in the FRrs Iden- in the Los Angeles County J ail, ' 
tifi.:., f:r,r:, Divis:n·: . ~ucceeded the Joliet and Pontiac, Illi• 
m :i~Ltlmining that Ga!t an <l nois, State Prisons and the 
Ray are identicaL_ United States---P-E"'t.-rtc,1tiary, at 

Leavenworth, Kansas. · 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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WANTED BY THE FBI 

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O'Conner. 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
ordered the special addition of Ray to the "Top Ten" list to insure 
widespread dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to 
speed his location. 

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten­
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger­
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted, 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to 
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. 
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and 
forging U.S. Postal Money Orders. 

A white Amerioan, born in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928, 
Ray is 5' 10" tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short 
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a "loner" and 
"drifter," Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school 
of bartending. 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any in­
formation concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 

,_ 
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FD-350 {Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Be low) 

~amesEarl lfar=> 
Model Prisoner 
At Leavenworth 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Pris- ·1 
on records show James Earl 
Ray, charged with murdering 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was 
considered a model prisoner 
w'hile in the federal penitentiary 
at Leavenworth, Kan. 

By the time Ray was released 
on April 5, 1958, he had earned 
-in addition to time off for good 
behavior-an extra 45 days ear- · 
ly release for meritorious con­
duct. 

I 
I 

He served two years and nine ! 
months of a three-year, nine-I month sentence imposed by .a 
Kansas City federal court tr 

t
orging postal money orders. . 

Nothing could be found o 
how how Ray earned the extra 

45 days early release-and Bu­
reau of prisons offidals refused 
to make his record public. But 
other sources did. 

In contrast to his Leaven­
worth record, Ray currently is 
an escapee from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary and received 
a general discharge rather than 
an honorable discharge from 
the Army in 1948 because of 
ineptness and lack of adaptabili­
ty, the FBI has reported. While 
in the Army he served three 
months at hard labor for being 
drunk and resi~ting arrest, the 
FBI said. 

Records also show: 
-Ray signed a parole waiver1 

although he would have been el­
l igible for parole 18 months be- I 
I fore his release. 

-Leavenworth psychiatrists 
apparently had little interest in 
Ray. Aside from routine exami­
nations when he was imprisoned 
there July 7, 1955, there is no in­
dication he was given-or need­
ed-psychiatric help. His atti­
tude was descri!bed as good. 

Although released in April 

1

1958, Ray was subject to parole 
supervision until Oct. 2, 1958. 

Ray worked for a time in the 
Leavenworth bakery, fire de-
partment and pfilm shop. 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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FD - 350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Cli pping in Space Below) 

Nembtos 
Of James Earl 
Ray Released 

WASHINGTON (AiP) - The 
FBI issued today two more pho­
tographs of James Earl Ray, 
wh-0 is being sought in connec­
tion with the murder of Dr. 
Martin Lwther King Jr., 

An FBI! spokesman said one of 
the 1atest photos is "considered ,to he the !best ipossible likej 
; 

Ray." 
So ;fa,r the .F1B[ now has issu 
ve photos of Ray. 

face and,.71niu~ chin, much as I 
he appeared inMoo photos. 

But the picture taken in Cali­
fornia shows him edging up to j 
pudginess, wi,th a clear cleft in 
his chin. 

Otiher photos issued earlier by 
the FBI included one of him tak­
en at a Los Angeles bartending 
school. 

The original showed his eyes 
closed. At first an FBI artist 
drew in some open eyes, but lat­
er eyes from another photo­
graph were imposed photogra­
{?hicaUy. The bartend.mg photo 
was taken in early Maroh of this 
year when he graduated from 
the school in Los Angeles. 

The remaining pail" of photos 
were taken in 1960 in connection 
with his conviction for armed 
robbery. He was received at lbe 
state peni:tentia,ry in Jefferson 
City, Mo., iMaroh 17, 1960 to 
serve 20 years. !He escaped 

pril 23, 1967. --.-

The one the FBI considers e 
iliest was taken in la.te J1anuary 
or early February of this year 
somewhere in California. It 
shows Ray wearing a dark 
checked jacket, striped tie and 1"--------==~~,A 
button-down collar shirt· There 
is a curtain directly in back of ' 
him and a lamp nearby. 

The FB'I would not say wfhere 
it obtained the picture, or where 
precisely it was taken, or by 
whom. 

The other new photo, which 
the FBI said w,as taken last No­
vember at an undisclosed loca­
tion in Mexico, shows Ray wear­
ing dark glasses ar l a light col­
ored shirt open a,t the collar. 

The California photo appears 
to have been taken without the 
use of fl ash, and with side light­
ing. The Mexico photo appears 
to have been made wi.th the use 
of a flash camera. 

The two new photos confirm 
' what FIBI descriptions say--,that 
his weight has been known to 
I v.ary widelY, The Mexican pie­
, ture disclooes a iiiim W'.i!th a 1lhdn 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

PAGE 1 

THE CLARION LEDGER 

__l!\ CKS ON, MISS . 

Date: MAY 7, 1968 
Edition:HOME 

Author: 

Edi tor: T • M • HEDERMAN, JR• 
Title: JAMES EARL RAY 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 157-9 58 6s fl 
Submitting Office: JACKSON 

D Being Investigated 

13/-~Y&i - ~/J- 3 
_1-1RCHED 4 INDEXED __ 

SERlALIZE~---

MAY 8 1968 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

\'11fNTED BY TH~FBI 
I . 

JAMES EAR~ RAY, also known as Eric Starve Galt~ 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride~ 
:Jame_s Walton, W. C. Herron and James O'Conner. 

'James Earl Ray, a ,~issouri p·rison escapee, sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of. : 
civil rights lea<ler Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." FBI Director J . Edgar Hoover ·1 

ordered the special addition of Ray to the "Top Ten" list to insure 
widespread dissemination' of Ray's photograph and description to · 
speed his location. · 

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on 'the balcony of a Memphis, Ten- _ 
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger­
prh1ts of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted, 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

. A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 
17, 1968, che.rges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to 
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight :to avoid confinement for robbery. 
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and 
:forging . U.S. Postal Money Orders. 

A_ white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928, 
Ray"is 5'10" tall, weighs 163 to 174 p0unds, has blue eyes and short 
brO\vn hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
his 'left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a "loner" and 
"dr-ifter," Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school. 
of bartending. 

·cor.a.ider. Ra_y armed and extremely dangerous. Report any 1n­
formationconcerning him to the nearest FBI office. . ...___,,__,, 

(Indicate page, name of 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below} 

I 

'. RAY STILL SOUGHT~T1he Federal Bu•reau of Inve3,;iga,tion 
,,released these two photographs in Washington, identified as 
'two additional pictures of James Earl Ray who is being 
; sought in connection with lhe slaying of Mr. Martin Luther 
, King Jr. The FBI sa id the picture of Ray wearing dark 
: glasses was taken in Mexico in November, 1967, while the 
; one of Ray in a business su,i,t was made ~n Cahfornia during 
• theJa~Lpaljt of January or -the early pa.rt of February, 1968. 
~ -AP Wirephoto. 

(Indicate page, name of 
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(Mount Clippin_g in Space Below) 

by the Federal 'Bureau of Investigation in the 
JnUrder of Dr. J,Iartin Luther King Jr. is James Earl Ray, · 
alias Eric Starvo Galt. Prison photos of Ray, ab_ove left, 
are shown in comparison -with artist sketches made from 
,vitn~descriptions of a man seen fieeing- ibe house , 

l fnm-vhida ibe fatal build was fired.._ '~~..,. 
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F O - 350 (R e v . 7- 16-63) 

(Mount Cl ipping in Space Below) 

MysleryOn 
Suspect 
Continues 

h k f f . . L. h d 136. It said l¼&y ii:~ 
a C ec O lllsc-e::•n.,. S owe Estimates of th fui:ritive's 
Ray was the man sought, ~nd I height have ranged from 5-feet-8 ,-------'-------­
he had used Galt ~s an ah9a6~- to 6-feet, his weight from 160 to; ( In d i ca te p age, nam e o f 
Ray escaped April 23, 1 .' 175 pounds His eye& have been new s pape r, city and s tate. ) 

froil_l the Nlissour1, State ~-~m- 1 described as either blue or ha­
tentJary where he was set vmg zel his hair ·~g eithe brown or 
a 20-year sentence for a $190 su- sa~dy. "' r . 
permarket robbery . \ An FBI official brushed ·off 

. WASHINGTON (AP) - FBI . The. FBI has not _amended its the varying descriptions, saying 
officials' are quietly trying to consp~racy cumplamt to name I "you run into this every time-­
play down contradictory de- ' Ray mStead . 0 ~ Galt, altbough it'g human nature." . 
scriptions of the appearance I Tennessee ofttc(als made such _a I " Anyway, thu. guy is a profes­
end habits of James Earl Ray , name change ti). the Memphis sional con. He can ·change his 
alias Eric Starvo Galt; the elu- ' murder charge. hair line in three minutes with a 
sive ·escaped convict charged I Puzzling aspects of· the case razor, and ~-"<A: uiin or lose 20 
with the murder of Dr. Martin continue to pop up. The newest pounds when he wants to." 1 
Luther King Jr. I involves Ray's, or Galt's, smok- · 

The discrepancies have fueled · ing habits. 
speculation that perhaps Ray Atlanta residents said ciga­
and Galt actually are . two per- rette or cigar ashes were scat­
sons, or that two or more per- tered on the carpeted floor of a 

1 sons used the name Galt. white 1966 Musm.ng that FBI , 
No official statement has been agents impounded there a week · 

issued to rebut this theory. But after King w2s slain. They also 
at the massive search for said a cigar butt fell out of the 
King's killer entered it& fourth I car when agents opened the 
week, FBI sources who had re- door. The FBI has said the car 
fused to discu;,s any aS'pect . was owned by Galt. 
of the investigation . insisted, ( In Missouri, it was reported 
though not for 0ttnbut10n, that that an FBI bulletin issued last · 
Ray and Gait are _the same per- I year after Ray's prison e~cape 1 

i;on • I said Ray "does not smoke. ' 
"We know there's only one Reporters showed copies of I 

person involved here ," sai_d one the FBI-released picture of Galt 
off~cial. ' 'We've got his fm~e~: I to the Birmmgham witnesse~, 
prmts and we know who he l~- and to residents of the Memph!S I 

This "one person" con~ent10n rooming house from which the 
in itself seems to clash with the fatal shot was fired. Almost all 
FBI's formal st~?ce ~hat _Galt I said the photo didn't resemble ! 
conspired with an md!Vldual I the man they saw. 
he alleged to be his brother" to Varyin11 'l"'es have been given 1 

violate King'~ civil rights_ . · for the h~nt;cl man. · \ 
. The )!'BI £Ile~ the con~p1ra~y Memphis residents said the 
co_mplamt agamst Galt m Btr- , man they saw leave the room­
romgham, Als., 13 days aft~r , ing house appeared to be be­
King was shot by a sm~r m tween 26 · and 32. In Atlanta, a 
Memphis, Tenn., April 4· I housewife who saw a man get 
Tennessee officials quickly filed out of the white Mustang esti­
a murder ".Jlarge a ainst Celt._ 1 mated his age at.25 tQ 3Q. The 

Two days ater,=the FBI sa1~,
1 
FBI said Galt gave ls age as 
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RQUND_,TRIP 
''Sneyd" ordered a round trip 

21-day excursion ticket f:rom To­
ronto to London, at a charge of 
$345 Canadian or $319.50 U.S. 
currency. 

The next day, Henry Moos of 
the Kennedy Travel Bureau rou­
tiooly notarized the passport 
declaration that the applicant \ 
was a Canadian citizen. It was 
sent off to the Department of 
External Affairs in Ottawa, with 
tl'le request that the application 
be expedited because "Sneyd" 
was anxious to make ·a trip. 

I 
FlJf.,l:TIVE WARRANT ISSUED 

In Washington, D.C., the FBI 
issued a fugitive warrant for the 
-------·~----

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



, Rhythm Per!:ussioR, List $1055 •• 
!rCussion, Leslie, List $1295 •••• 
vith all options, List $1395 ..•••• 
· Finish, Presets, List $1595 ....•• 
options and Rhythm, List $189 5 •• 
s. or Small Church, List $1595 ..•• 
many new features, List $1 502 , • 
v, Leslie, Presets, List $177 5 .••• 
Leslie, P'resets, List $1795 ..... . 
1ut, All New Features, List $1895 
oie, Teacher Used, List $2299 •• 
11plete tonal variety, List $3298 •• 
)rseshoe Console, List $4163 ' 

IRCH ORGANS 
s, Chimes, 70 watts, List $3044 
iiimes, 75 watts, List $4339 
th 75 watt Cab., List $5767 • , , • 
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DR1ETf1 PEA1RSON SAYS: ---- ,.... -::;. 

FBI lias A111azi11g Array Of 
Evideiice !l,e __ I(in~'s Assassi11 

WASHINGTON - The FBI's Yet, wli'~ a st1'QFnt of crime pri:es · wer~ c;1ea.2- One~ he 
failure to a;:pre.'1end the assass- he w2.s ;,Jso a ,!:Jungler. For he posed in SL' n gl::isses 'or a pie- ..---- --'--'---------­
in of Dr. .:Vimtin Luther King left b2.'~)nd the murder rifle ture with his Mexi~an prosti- (Indicate page, name of 

has led to reports that J. Edgar with his fingerprints on it and, tute. In L'.ls An.;:eles, :1e adver- . newspaper, city a nd state.J 

Hoover is not intere3ted in wrap;:ied around the rifle a bed- tised in the hippie newspaper 
catching the murderer. The re- s p r e a d which contained that he would like to meet "a 
ports are based partly on the strand.3 of his hair. He also left passionate married · woman." 
fact that Hoover and King were behind a blue zipper bag con- He also paid $1 to the Swinger's 
not on good terms. Hoover hav- i taining a brush with hair Club for the names and ad­
ing publicly branded King as ' matching those on the bed- dresses of five girls. 
"the most notorious liar in the : spread. All told, Ray spent arr esti­
rworld." J All the evi2ence we have been mated $10,000 in seven months. 

We have checked into the able to gather poiI1ts to the Yet he never held a job, and 
operations 'of the F~I in this I probability th::if E~J' was hired c?mmitted no crimes fol!owin~ 
~es~ect and a~·e corrvmced that to kill Dr. King. He broke out of his _esc~pe from the Missouri 
1t 1s co~ductu?g perhaps the . the Missouri State Pe;iitenti ar P_emtent1ary that_ the FBI has 
most pamstakmg, exh~ust1ve / on April 23, 1937, after boastin~ d1scov_ered. Pr~v10usly he_ had 
man.1rnnt ever before U11Ctertak- to fel,ow prisonet's that h" . _ been mvolved m a long 11st of 

· en in the Uni ted Stat2s. It3 G- tended to make a biO' "sc~r~~' filli~g station and_ other rob­
Men have _che2kcd every bar on the outside. He re~arked to benes. But after h'.s escape he 
ever patromz':'d ~/ .Ja ,:1-:s Earl one inmate that he mirrht try to became a loner, m some re­
Ray, every floprcuse h ever collect a rumored $i"' million s;1ects ~"'came ~noth~~ Lee 
sto;:;::J at, ev_er:: .:--.1 ·1 l='1a m bounty that supposedly had ~l ::: rvey . C2i~~\~; _ t ea_n,rn_I~, h_e 
Mexco he eve1 v._s1,ecL It has been offered by a "busine;;;s- .::ought ti) -' :' J : h a ,.-1 '.! W 1c,enti­
co(!;-ctcd an ar_naz mg ar ay _of men's group" for the death of ty as ET: ~;;~o Ga :t. . 
evwence, all lmkmg Ray with Dr. King. C \ f...,:cr UL ~•LA '\ S 
the murder. Four months later on AuO' It sezms like!y that Ray 

That he has_ not been foun~ 30, 1967, he opened ; safe d;: planned the murder of Dr. _King 
may be due, first, to the poss1- posit box in the Bir,minO'ham for several months. He fmally 
bility that he himsel~ was _mur- Trust National Bank an/ sud- ' purcl:ased the Remington rifle in 
d~red _by those who hired him ~o denly began passing out crisp Birmmgham on ~I~rch 30, th~n 
k~ll. K11'.g; or, second, that h_e 1, $20 bills like a big spender. He moved to a b?ardmg house m 
h!dmg m some re::1ote Mexican paid $!99 for dancin,1 inst-u~- Atlanta. In hIS room, age~ts 
village. tion , then quit after only a few found a !11ap _of Atlanta with 

- · - : les<:or..s : J-h s·-ant <"10; t·or ,,, ,,·1,_ four locat10ns crrcled. If he has monev-and aopar- ... ~ ' / VoV • • •• u . Th Dr . ~, 
ently he , had-Ray might be orde:- ~hoto?aphic equip!nent . ey were . Kings res-
able to live in a di.3tant oart of that he didn t know ho w to op-
Mexico indefinitely. The Mexico erate. _, idence, his_ headouarters at the 
CHy Police are efficient and He .:,,.iclled out money for a Southern Christian . Leadership 
cooperative but police in the bart_endmg_ ~ourse, but showed Conference, Ray's . boarding 
remote are~s are not. In some no mtereSt m working behind h 
villages few Mexicans can read ~ny bar. _He_ also took a course OU.3e and bhe spot where he 

. . rn lock-p1ckrng from a corres- aband0ned his Mustang after 
or "':rite, a1:d radio news of the pondence school in Michigan. the murder. In the middle of 
o~ts1de world_ does not pene- Hi~ white. Mustang cost $1,99j, the map was also a clear 
~~~ECTIVE STORY CRIMI- 1~h1ch he ])c:-i-4 _i_n ";iiih. He drove thumbprint from Ray's right 

· NAL l ~~ - from Mexico to Montreal, harid. · 
What the FBI has established from --- - ~vidently, Ray changed his 

about King's assassin was that 
1 

Los _Angeles to New Or- T?d a::iout waylaying King in 
he was a profe.3sional killer whol cans. . ·. · - ~ ·a!lL, _ and fcJlowed him to 
had stuclied the suspense writ- Occas1onally he slipped ~2o to Memphis instead: After all the 
. b . " elabo rate piannmrr and the 
mg of Ian Fleming and Ayn , ar . girls and prostitute3 In careful crear , b . . 

Rand . H!s pseudonym , Eri Star- Mex1~0 he lived with a ~osti- ty, Rav left 10~ _o, a_ new idcnt_1-
vo G:1lt, :Qr in st3ll~C, was taken tute In srn .~!1 hwos like l1Iis"o the n~L;r brmb~ 111 :.\IemphIS 
from br/ ·1 au t';o·s. · and Puerto Vallara'a 1 ~ b rJ~_,.J!l_,oculars and 

· t w.ie1 e a acr f I of toilet articles. (!_ 

~AL 1/JZ , ';;~ 
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-
If white _extremists put up the 

blood money it 1vas probably 
not the Ku Klux Klan or the 
Minute Men, for they are an im­
patient lot who would not have 

. waited for several months for 
Ray to get re.suits. 

Black extremists have also 
not bsen rn!ed out. They might 
have sou'.'!"M to get rid of King 
in ord2r to remove the prophet 
of n:nvi()·e·1ce. 

Not~: Rav w2s tl:e produ:: t of 
a .brok~11 ·.'.o:--,, ~: . ·-ie ,,ms the 
eldest of eight chi 'dren. His fa. 
t':er d2serted Ray' s mother, 
and various people adon.ted the 
children. When the FBI ap­
proached the father, they dis­
covered that t.'-1e elder Ray had 
not seen his son for 17 years. "I 
would oe the last one he would I 
come to for help," the father i 
said. ·~ J 
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BoliT 
May Be 
Ray 
POTTSVIILE, Pia. '(AP) -

State police and iocal officials 
reported 'Thursday night t h e y 

E
re investigating the remote 
ssibility the body of a m~ 
nd in a shallow girarve near 

ere was that of the alleged as­
;assin of Dr. Martin hut her 

1 King Jr. 
Ricihard RuSS€11, Schuylkii 

County district attorney, sai 
state police haive asked the FB 
for dental records of 40-year-ol 
James Ead RJay foc positive 
identification. 

Other methods of identifying 

E
e body have proved fruitless, 

e s a i d because of the 
dvanced 'state of decomposi­
on. 
The body, containing four bul­

let wounds-with three bullets 
recovered-was found May 7 by 
two state forestry workers nearr 
Brandonville, approximately 20 
miles north of this northeast 

I 
Pennsylvani~ty. 

A special re:ggrt showed the 
oecompo~on~w&-<; caused by 
lime which was placed on the 
body, ·missell said. 

The report indicated that if 
lime wa,s used on the body "i;;.­
terment (was) not less than two 
weeks nor more than four." 

State Police Detective George 
Dl!rilla of Reading said the esti-
1nated time of buir'ial meant that 
the body could conceivably be 
that of Ray, since King was 
slain in Memphis, Tenn., Oil 

April 4 and Ray has since dis­
appeared. 

"The body could be anybody's 
but We're checking all the pos­
s1bilities/ Dutma: said. 

---

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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_, ____ 

FBI F.[as fs 
;Slteleto11 
, MAR-LNOY _CITY, Pa. CUPI) r belief t!;<~~was. tha t of a 
-The FBI said today there ap- ! gangland slay1J1g victim. 
peared to be nothing lo indicate 

I 
Rt1scell said it was a "million 

A body found in a shallow grave\ to one chance" that the body 
near here last May 8 was thal · was Ray's. · 
t>f the alleged slayer of Dr. Norton also said the discov-
Martin Lulher King Jr. ery of a wh.i(e Mustang in 45 

Agent. Hugh C. Norton said at feet of water in a nearby lake 
Folisvi!le the _FBI "would be was of no sign:.ficance, pointing 
'very pleased to find Dr. King's out a car of similar descrip.tion 
killer alive or dead. But we · said to have been purchased by 
can't , manufacture a body out j Ray was found abandoned in 
of thin air.'' · t:1e South. 

Norton aid the FBI and state "There is no connection be-
police have been investigating tween thi;;_ auto and the one 
to detc,rrnine whether the skele- Ray used," he · sa!a. 
tal remains may match some 
characterist.s of J ames Earl/ 
Ray, sought in the King slay-1 
t,ng. 

"As far as . I can s1:e, there ls · 

no indication~li_e_z ar~ the same) 
people," Norton said. ';If we I 
find a dead body in somebody's : 

· back yard we are going to ! 
check it." 

Joe D. Jarn..ieson, head of the 
Philadelphia FBI office. said 1 

there was no reason to believe! 
the skeleton found in a grave in 
pinewoods was ihat of Ray, 
who authorities said shot and 

, killed King in Memphis, Tenn., 
Apnl 4. 

Norton saw the FBI was 
awaiting a r riv a 1 of dental 
ch;,.rts of Ray from veterans' 
hospitals and pfr::ons where he 
had served time as a "routine" 
administrative procedure. 

Dist. Atty. R.irh m·•-> l¼ssell of 
r Schuylki ll County expressed ihe 

-(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

PAGE 3 

THE LEADER CALL 

_LAUREL, MISS. 

Date: J\'ffi Y 2J, 1968 
Edition: DAI LY 
Author: 

Editor: J, W • WES'!' 
nue: ,TAMl-.:S EARL RAY 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 157-9566s fl 
Submitting Office: JACKS ON 

0 Being In ves tigated 

I 5 1 -zs t0-SJ:-1 _£,J 
. ,EARCHED .. ~INDEXrD _ - . 

SEl!IAUZrn__ ~ILED , . ~ --

MAY 9196 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-35 0 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

----
ivil Rig~ 

Forces Rest 
Shelby Case ~ 
~ Miss. CAP) -

'l'he civil rights forces seeking 
an Injunction against a curlew 
Jaw hi Shelby have rest­
ed their ease afiter 1lestimony 
before U.S. Dist. Court Judge 
Willlam C. Keady. 

Armand Denfner, stafif coun­
sel for lbe Lawyers• Constitu. 
tional Defense Co~ttee. rest­
ed the case Monday shortly alft­
er SheJby Miayw C. Scott Mor-
rison said the curfew was im­

ahortly after Dr. Martin 
ther K'iDg Jr. was assassinat-

nison said it was ordered 
Into effect ''because they were 
having riots in !Memphis and 
Washington and other big cities 
and we didn't rwant any riots in 
Shelby." 

The mayor and Police Chief 
G. G. Griflin said a cempanion 
proclamation ordering police t.o 
di.,perse groups of more flhan 
five persons was Jn ellfect only 
for a threMtay period afu!~ 
King's death. But Diane Borde 
16, a sobool girl actiive in p 
~ of the Shelby F.ducatio 
Committee said she was in a 
group of eight youngsters last 
Saturday when paiice ordered 
them to ''break mto groups of 
ifve or less." 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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, 
· interest in whether the· killer is 
found. 

When Rev. Ralph Abernathy, 
King's successor as president of 
the SCLC, presented a series of 

--.e.,,..-_-_-_---~;,-, -----.,.='---,.;iemands to Attorney General,. 
Recent evidence gathered 1:iy Ramsey Clark for the "Poori' 

FBI agents in one of the most People's" campaign · none of 
·massive probes in the nation's these called for more intensive ' 

effort to solve King's assassina- J 
history has forced serious inves- tion. · . ~ 
tigation of these possibilities: According to persons who at-

That somebody close to King tended the meeting, nothing was 
or within his own organization said about King's death or the 
tipped off his assassin as to the FBI investigation, alt~ough a 
civil rights leader's routine on number of the poor in "Resur­
the day of his slaying. rection City·' had ur,ged Aber-

That Ray was hired directly nathy to press for a more vigor­
by certain black nationalists ous probe. 
who paid him with money made Congressional supporters of 
available by foreign sources. Hoover say there are a number 

That an international Commu- of compelling reasons for Aber­
nN· t "assassin squad" was in- nathy's silence. Most important 
v lved in the slaying. . of these is King's instruction to 

Because of Ray's mysterious key aides of his Southern Chris­
t-;ip to Mexico and Canada tian Leadership Conference not · 
shortly before the assassination, long before his' death that no 
the entire U. S. intelligence op- verbal attacks were to be made 
eration, ranging from the Cen- against Hoo~1er or the FBI for 
tral Intelligence Agency to the fear of counter action by the1 

Defense Intelligence Agency, FBI director. . 11 

has been pressed into the hunt The last time ~Ing blasted 
for King's killer. Hoover and the FBI publicly/ 

One CIA report indicates that these lawmakers pointed out, 
Ray, who is linked to the mur- the FBI director called the Ne• 
der weapon by fingerprints iand gro leader the ''most notorious · 
·ballistic data, may have visited Har" that he had ever known­
Cuba during his Mexican trip, a statement Hoover has never 
according to information fur- retracted. 
nished _by a Mexican airline of- At the time, the King • Hoo-
ficial. . ver exchange resulted in a 

The FBI assumption is that, if White House arranged meeting 
there was a conspiracy to kill at which the veteran FBI direc­
King, those involved made ar- tor did most of the talking. 
rangements to spirit their hired According to an unpublished 
killer out of the U. S. to Cuba account given to House Appro-

, via either Mexico or Canada. priations subcommittee mem-

1 
CHANGING TIMES , bers; Hoover frankly told King 

_Probably ihe weatest iron:r of that if King ever repeated his 
the probe of Kmg's assassma- unfounded cnarges against the 
tion is tha~ FBI Director J . FBI, everything he knew about 
Edgar Hoover, one of the civil' King would be made public. 
rights leader's severest critics After that blunt warning, 1 
when he was alive, is doing King refrained from ever re- ' 
everything in his power to solve peating his attack against either !' 
the case. ' Hoover or the FBI. Rev. Aber-

On the other hand, King's nathy, who accompanied King J 

closest aides in the Southern to Washington for that meeting 
Christian Leadership Confer- with Hoover, adopted the same_✓, 
ence are showing little or no policy. · . ~ 

--
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' . Sens io al I~ 
In eepen·ng Vi 

Eme·ra·e 
g Probe 

By PAUL SCOTT 
. WASHINGTON, D. C. - The Federal Bureau of 

Investigation's massive probe of the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King is taking a possibly sensational 
turn. ~ 

With James Earl Ray, · the . The answer~ to the_se q~es-
suspected assassin, apparently hons are cons1der~d h1g~ly _lffi­
either outside the u. s. or now P?rtant_ to th e mvestigation, 
dead, FBI agents have in- I smce, 1f ai:iother person . w a s 
creased their surveillance of I concerned m the P:epara_L1on of 
several American. Communists I that speech, the wn_ter m1g~t be 

11<:now to have been closely asso- · · able !o shed n~w )1ght on 1t -
:bated with King, including one I especiall.y th~~e mistakes. . 
'/who wrote speeches for hinl in Also,. if Kmg had received 
~the past. . I help with the speech, the pas-

. sages dealing with the civil 
~his new deyelopment was rights leader's premonition of 

triggered by evidence gathered I death would probably have been 
by the more than 1,000 agents fully discussed. King's request 
""'.ho hav~ worked ~n the myste- to the Detroit police department 
~JOus K;,n~ .~hootmg and by ,1 for protection when he visited 
everal tips and letters sent that city a few weeks before his 

to the FBI. / · .' death indicated he feared for 
INTERESTING TIP . I his life then. · 

One of the most interesting of Information gathered by the 
these "tips" came from an alert FBI on King, prior to his as­
TV viewer and concerns the sassination, showed that a 
now famous "Mountain Top" secret member .of the Commu-
speech King made on April 3, nist Party's executive commit-
the night before his slaying, tee was on~ of King's closest 
showing a i:remonition of •his advisers and speech writers. 
impending death. This ghost writer for King 

"If the f peech was truly prepared many _ of his m_ost fa. 
made in Memphis on Apr.fl 3 as mo~s spee~hes, accordm~ to 

I 
reported " the letter pointed testimony given by FBI Direc-
out "th~n how can one account tor J . Edgar Hoover during a 
for' King stating his age as 36 closed d_oo~ meeting of a_ House 

" (instead of 39) and why does he Ap~ropnat10ns su~com~1ttee: 
speak of demonstrating in Ala- , ~mce Ra,'. ~urmg his_ tr!ps 
bama twice during the pnor to K!ng s assassmation 
speech?" / , vi~ited the ~~m~ ~ity in which 

After checking out the time ~his ghos_t wnt_e1 l_1ves, the FBI 
and locatio:i of King's final is. no:" mvestigatmg to-~ 
speech, several of the crack ~me if the two met covertly . . 
FBI agents assigned to the case 
decided to begin seeking an-
swers to a number of their own 
questions, including: 

"If King had personally writ­
ten that speech, why would he 
make mistakes like those con-

I 
fained in it - especially the one 
involving his age?" 

"If the speech was written by 
someone other than King, who 
was the author and when was it 

1

. wdtten?" 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

Page 12 

Jackson Daily New$ 

Jacks on, Mi,.s s. 

Date: 5/31 /68 
Edition: 

Author: Paul s Cott 
Editor: James M. Ward 
Title: MU:U<.IN 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 157-9586-Sfl 
Submitting Office: Jackson 

l 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



f'.D-35'0 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 

U.S. MovesToSpe~d 
lta y E xt:r a di ti on """""'"'"'·· ""·· "' 

A .,,,.~ 
0 

n aew.,aoe,, cu, ""' "'"'"· J 

~ PAGE 1 

on the q1~i0ll Q.~ extradition :. 

Asst. Atty. General Sees 
Suspect In l{ing Slaying 

that proves necessary. 
Asked about a possible con­

spiracy in the murder of King, 
particularly in view of the sus­
pect's expensive travel without 
known financial means, Clark 
said: 

LONDON (AP) - Asst. U.S. 
Atty. Gen. Fred M. Vinson Jr. 
visited James Earl Ray in a 
heavily guarded police station 
Sunday, then began moving to 
get the accused killer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. back to 
the United States as quickly as 
possible. As he did, a new ele­
ment of mystery in the case 
arose. 

Airport sources said that Ray, 
seized Saturday while trying to 
board a flight for Brussels, 
could have gone from the Lis­
bon plane that brought him to 
London directly to the transit 
lounge, and thus avoided immi­
gration officers. 

His capture indicated he left 
the transit lounge - either to 
meet someone or possibly to kill 
time - and consequently got 
caught. 

COULD BE LONGER 
Vinson talked with British au­

thorities about Ray's extradi­
tion, a procedure which would 
take two to three weeks under 
normal conditions. But if Ray 
hired lawyers to challenge the 
action, the process could run 
considerably longer with an ini­
tial hearing and possible ap­
peals. 

Ray, 40, was being kept under 
tight security at Cannon Row 
police station in preparation for 
his appearance Monday morn­
ing at Bow greey Magistrate's 
Court. He w ff answer there to 

two charges growing out of his "We have to go on the evi­
arrest at Heathrow Airport - dence and facts. At this time we 
traveling under a false passport have no evidence of a conspira­
and illegal possession of a fire cy. If there was one, it will be 
arm. discovered." 

In Memphis, Tenn., where Clark said Ray "is a person 
King was killed, Phil M. Canale, who lived a life of crime" and it 
Shelby County attorney general, was plausible that he might 
said Ray would be returned to have financed his travels that 
stand trial for first-degree mur- way. 
der with all "deliberate speed.'' Clark was interviewed on the 
In Washington, 6th graf includ- ABC radio-television program 
ing A039 insert "Issues and Answers." 

REMAINS SILENT A yard spokesman said R1 
In Washington, U.S. Atty. ~as Uf;de~ _consta!lt . WIJ · 

Gen. Ramsey Clark said Ray ance. This is a big fish, 
has made no statement and old a caller. 
would not be questioned except Ray, who disappeared for two 
in a manner "in strict conformi- months after King's assassina­
ty to applicable legal stand- tion April 4, ,had a loaded pistol 
ards." in his hip pocket when immigra-

Clark said Vinson's top priori- tion officers seized. 
ties in his mission are to see After arriving in London Sun­
that Ray is as secure as he can day to "expedite the extradi­
be-that nothing happens to him tion," Vinson met at Scotland 
-and that he is returned to the Yard headquarters with Chief 
United States for trial as soon Superintendent Thomas Butler, 
as possible. head of the flying squad that 

Clark said he could make no handled Britain's Great Train 
estimate of how soon Ray might Robbery case, and Chief Inspec­
be returned. He said it is possi- tor Kenneth Thom~n. '.l'heY 
hie Ray might waive extradition were report~ ~ffermg _Vmson 
or that he might be deported un- full co~J?(!rabon m speeding the 
der an "exclusion principle" of extradition process. 
British law. Clark did not elabo- DECLINED DETAU 
rate. Talking with newsmen, Vin-

He said he is working with son declined to say if he would 
Tennessee G,av :@uf(yd Elling• seek to return Ray on the feder­
ton, Vinson and British offici'als al char.gt! 6i i!ou.ipiring to deny 
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King hfs civil ri§hts or on a · ing: "The d~ sergeant is not It was J~t Bay had 
Tennessee chirge9i1in he mur- available." " flown from Canada to London 
dered King. . TOURISTS PASS ! May 6 with a ro'Ulld-trip ti~et 

Le_gal sources sai~ that to e~- Hundreds of tourists passed but cashed in the return port1~n 
~adite Ray, American _authori- by the entrance to Cannon Row, in exchange for passage to Lis­
b~s ~011ld have to submit an ap- but none was seen venturing hon and went rig~t on to P<?~u­
phcabon at Bow Street Court down the narrow street Police gal getting off m the British 
for the prisoner's provisional ar- signs blocked the path ~f auto- Capital. 
rest - to keep him in jail - un- mobiles. PICKED UP TRAIL 
d~~ the British-American extra- Ray was seized by immigra- The FBI, with the he1p of 1he 
dibon treaty. . tian officials at Heathrow Air- Royal Canadian Mounted ~ 

To supp?rt this, . the . court port after he stopped over at lice, had picked up Ray's trail 
would reqmre material evidence 6:10 a.m. Saturday oo a Br1flish in Canada - apparently after 
showing there was a case European Ariways jet from Lis- he left - and officers satisfied 
against Ray. The British court bon. He was headed for Brus- themselves a few days ago that 
would weigh the evid~~ce ~d sels. the man bearing a passport in 
grant leave for extrad1tio!1 if a At the immigration barrier Sneyd's name was Ray. 
magistrate ~greed th~ e~1?ence for transit passengers, officials It then became a matter of in­
was material and Justifiable. asked Ray to enter their office tercepting the bearer of the 
This, normally, would take two "for further inquiries" on suspi- passport. 
or three weeks. cion that his Canadian passport . =----=---=---~--~ 

Ray could contest the extradi- was false. 
tion application and possibly the FOUND GUN 
evidence as well, provided he 
hired or obtained a lawyer. If a Searching him they found the 
magistrate overruled that de- loaded revolrver. 
fense, Ray could appeal and the Police made their formal ar­
case would go to a higher court. rem at H:15 a.m. five hours allifl. 

Under provisional arrest, Ray er Ray's arrival. But they kept 
would have to appear before a a close security clamp on him 
magistrate once every seven ~nd repeatedly denied that thl 
days for police, under the ha- ere holding him even after 
beas corpus principle, to shj nouncement of his arr t 

i
ason why he was still bei ame from Washington. 
Id. Scotland Yard confirmed t 
The suspect was booked und arrest later but a police state-

name of Ramon George merrt gave the arrested de man's 
eyd, the name which ap- name only as Ramon George 

peared on his false Canadian Sneyd. 
passport, but the Justice De- Chief Inspector Butler said: 
partment said he definitely was "Although the man claims to be 
Ray. Sneyd, his physical description 

ALL KNOWN ALIASES is in fact identical to flhaifJ of 
An American Embassy offi- James Earl Ray." 

cial said Ray's extradition pa- EASIEST JS BEST 
pers would include "all his Vinson told newsmen at :Wn-
known aliases," and that the don airport earlier that people 
name Sneyd would raise no in America were "delighted" at 
problems in that respect. Ray's arrest and that was greet. 

The narrow street leading to ed with "a great feeling of re­
Cannon Rwo police station, lief." 
about 200 yards from the House He gave the impression he did 
of Parliament, was deserted him fur a long time," Vinson 
Sunday, in marked contrast to I said. 
the crowd which milled there · Vinson was asked whether he 
after word of Ray's arrest was would apply for a voluntary or a 
announced Saturday. compulsory extradition order. 

The iron gates leading to the "The easiest way is always 
station and the former head- the best one," he replied. 
quarters of Scotland Yard were He vave the impression he did 
open and guarded by a pair of not anticipate any difficulty or 
tall London b&tb:C,,.., 'ffi-ay de- much delay in bringing Ray 
nied entrance to newsmen, say- back to the United States for 

trial. 
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r;1:- " = el agent LiU1aq §Pencer said he 
used the name Ge3rge Sneyd, 

Ra·y L1· ved Qu1· etly giving Bridgman as a person to be contacted in case of illness or 
accident. 

I Bl I 
The woman who took his pic• 

n ea 
r Room ture at the photo shop, Margar-
~ et Eakin, recalled only that the 

man she snapped looked like the 

TORONTO (AP) - James T?ronto _)O'il;c?~a~"f the provin- "no~l business executive 
Earl Ray spent two weeks of the c1al registrar's office which is- type. 
month he lkred in Canada in a sues b;rth ('ertificate;. I Before Ray left Canada May 8 
bleak 15-by-12-foot room that On that day, Mrs. Szpakowskl - the police were apparently 
had a television set, a "Home said, the same day she noticed unaware of h~ presence in To­
Sweet Home" design and a pie- the newspaper in his room the ronto at the tlffie - he took a 
ture of Christ. man left the house and nev~r re- room in another board house, a 

The woman who was his land- turned. three-story building run by a 
lady in April said she tought Police now believe that King's Chinese woman, Mrs. yee Loo. 
she recognized him at the time accused assassin, captured in She barely so'.!aks E,,qlish. 1 
from a newspaper sketch of the London Saturday with two ca- NEVER SPOKE 
man wanted in the murder of nadian passports, was trying to f he said Ray "never spoke t 
Martin Luther King Jr. But her assume the idenity of a Cana- ybody. He came about fo 
husband ,told her she was wrong dian about 40 years old, Ray's eks ago with only a suit on 
and so they forgot it. own age. s back and a newspaper in his 

SUCH A GUNSMAN Somehow, said Deptuy Chief hand." 
Later, said Mrs. Adam Szpa- B.J. Simmimds of the Metropoli• Mrs. Loo said Ray gave his 

kowski, she walked into Ray's tan Toronto PqJiQ) Ray was name as Sneyd, described hi:m• 
room to clean and found a rrews- able to obtain enougfi informa- self as a hospttal worker, took a 
paper folded open to the sketch. tion on a p~ living back room for $9 a week, stayed 
She said her suspicions were not in suburbanTon-Mfils and Ra• in th~ room all day and was out 
aroused because "he was such a mon George Sneyd a Toronto all mght. 
gentleman." constable, to apply for passports 

I 
She said ~e was an ideal 

"How was I to know he was a by mail in both their names. He roomer - qmet never used the 
bandit?" said Mrs. Szpakowski eventually assumed Sneyd's telephone and received only one 
of the man who lived at her identity. letter. 
rooming house at 102 Ossington "Our job now,'' Simmonds Ray's ideniy was uncovered 
Ave. under the name of Paul said, "is to ascertain how Ray afer a monh • long search of 
Bridgman. got that information." more than 200,000 Canadian 

She said the man knocked on A Foreign Office source said passport photographs. The word 
her door April 8, four days after Ray also was able to obtain a was passed to the U.S. Federal 
tre assassination of King in Canadian birth certificate. He Bureau of Irrv1;stigMiPa and law 
Memphis, Tenn., asked the did not say, however, undel enforcement agencies m Europe. 
weekly rate and handed over whose name. -
the first week's rent410. CALLS SIMPLE 

~e had one suit of clothes, a H.F.C Humphries, deputy r 
ramcoat a~ll bag, she \ gistrar for Ontario Provine , 
said. • · said Ray could easily have ob· 

Mrs. S1p~k;om5kljaid the man 
she knew as Bridgman left hia 
second-floor room about S:30 
a.m. every day, returned about 
noon and Je:t again until after 
supper. She said he spent most 
evenings in his room. 

DIDN'T SEE MUCH 
"W . e never saw much of him,,. 

~aid. Mrs. Szpakowski, a Polish 
immigrant. "He paid his rent 
and rarely spoke." 

The man told her he was a 
real estate salesman, she said. 

Mrs. Szpakowski said one let­
ter a~riv,ed for him, address~d 
to Bridgman ans,boar~ the re­
turn address of 70 Lon( ard st., 

tained a birth certificate. He 
said application forms require 

l
e name, place and date of 
rr.th of the person to be named 

the certificate and the name 
the person's parents. 

That information, he said, can 
be obtained from birth notices 
and telephone directories. 

USED BOTH NAMES 
Ray apparently knew that 

Bridgman was a consultant 
teacher with the Toronto Board 
of Education. He u s e d the 
name Bridgman when he had 
passport photos made at Mabel 
Agnew's photographic studio 
April 11. ,.fat::; ~when Ray 
booked a flight to London, trav• 
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London 
~ Escaped Con Ray 

Tracked By Passport 

brought toJci.>I ~n as possi-
1 ~e. . 

Ray was reported wearing a 
sports jacket, flannel trousers, 
light raincoat and glasses when 
he deplaned from the Lisbon­
Brussels flight at London. 

He had checked his luggage 
-. ta h~ se·zect before through to Brussels when he 

(Other Photo, Story Pages 4,13) ~: c~~ed a:eJm.';ra pane bound boared the plane at Lisbon but 
OTTAWA (AP) - A photo- from Lisbon Portugal, to Brus- got off when the aircraft made a 

graph unearthed in a chec;c of sels. ' reufeling stop in London. 
200 000 to 400,000 Canadian pass- British authorities charged It was learned here that RaJ 
port applications led to the ar- the arrested man with using a had flown from Canada to Lon­
rest in London Saturday of false Canadian passport and don May 6 with a round trip 
James Earl Ray, wan~ed in the with carrying a conceal~ wea- ticket but cashed in the return 
slaying of Dr. Ma_rtm Lut~er pon. He is to have a hear.mg on portion in exc'hange ~r passage 
King J'I'., a Foreign AfJilaars these charges Monday. Mean- to Lisbon and went right on 111 
spokesman said. while he is held wi~t bon~ Portugal without stopping in the 

Royal Canadian ~fount~ Po- und& maximum secunty oond1- ritish capital. IAL ~ 
lice found the picture m. a tions at London's Cannon Row PICK UP TR 
month-long search of . Foreign police station. The FBI, with the help of tt1 
Affairs Department files and PRINTS MATCH 1 , had picked up Ray' 
quickly disco~ ~t the ap- It was leaw .l!.utbPrita~ively ail in Canada and officers sat-
plication to which 1t was at- that a check of ita°y•s fmger- isfied themselves a few days 

ago that the man bearing a 
tached-in the _~e of Ramon prints 'f~~k_ffi in Identifying passport in Sneyd's name was, 
George Sney3="was fraudulent. the arres man as the long- in fact, Ray. 

Police said Ray used names time criminal wanted in King's It then became a matter of in-
the same as those of two Toron- murder. The arrest was made tercepting the barer of this 
to area residents during a one- at 11:15 a.m. London time, 5:15 passport and immigration ~u­
month stay in Toronto. Ramon a.m. C.D.T. thorities were alerted on a wide 
George Sneyd is the name of a I Ray was wanted on federal scale. 
constable who police said knew charges of conspiracy to deny The Canadian passports, he 
nothing of Ray. King his civil rights and on a was carrying when arrested de-

The other auas, PauJ Bridg- first-<iegree murder indictment scribed him as 35, unemployed, 
man, is the name of a teacher returned in Memphis, Tenn. born in Toronto and having no 
who lives in Toronto suburb. It is expected that extradition fixed address. 
It resembles closely that of Paul will besought on the more seri- Hoover praised the coopera­
Bridgeman, an inmate at the ous charge of murder but the tion of the Canadian police and 
Missouri stat.e penitentiary, fol'IIIlal application is unlikely to Scotland Yard but said Ray's 
from which Ray is listed as a be lodged with London authori- arrest was the direct result of 
fugitive. ties belfore Monday or Tuesday. an intensive investigation by the 

FBid I Drrector J. Ed~ar Hoovfuller Memphis .afficia]& hailed the FBI that cum:,ci! _ !!.,50 states, 
sa Ray was ca~ymg a Y arrest and sa1CI7by~ w_il~l~be~_, Canada, Mexico. Portugal, Eng-
loaded pisiOlbut offeroo_ ~o re-

1 
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Ray Extradition 
Request Examined 
LONDON (AP) - Lawyers at er 14 days to appeal to the 

the British Home Office today House of Lords Britain's su-
were examining the U.S. appli- preme court. ' 
cation to extradite James Earl Michael Dresden the British 
Ray to ~e it established a lawyer appointed for Ray, has 
case agams~ the 40-year-old es- given no indication whether Ray 
caped convict accused of slay- would fight extradition and has 
ing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. refused to comment on the case. 

The application was sent to Scotland Yard continued its 
the Home Office, the British investigation of Ray's move­
equivalent of the U.S. Justice ments in London during the 
Department, after clearing its I three weeks prior to his arrest 
first legal hurdle in the Foreign last Saturday, and suspicion 
Office a few hours after U. s. continued that he had a contact 
Consul General Jack Herfurt de- man. 

~

·vered the bulky petition. Jane Nassau, a receptionist at 
Court formalities and appeals one of the hotels where Ray 
uld delay Ray's return up to s_tayed, told . newsmen that po­

IX weeks or longer if he fights l:ce are lookmg for another va­
extradition. cationing receptionist, to ask 

The inch-thick petition con- h~r whether someone accomj 
tains a summary of evidence med Ray when he arrived at 
against Ray in connection with hotel. 
the assassination of King at a In Toronto, where Ray we 
Memphis motel April 4. It also alte~ the killing of King, police 
contains information on his es- continued to look for a fat man 
cape from the Missouri State who reportedly delivered an en­
Prison while serving a sentence \iel'>pe to him. 
for armed robbery, along with The_ Toronto Star said in a 
fingerprints and other identifi- copyright story that a cab driv­
cation material. er reported picking up "a big 

The United States is seeking fat man" May 2 across the 
extradition on both charges and street from the rooming house 
must satisfy a British judge that where Ray was staying. I 
both would be crimes under The cab driver, Manuel Reis, 
British law. 35, said he drove the man and an 

The Foreign Office certified unidentified companion to a 
that the petition came within bank three blocks away, the 
the terms of the 1931 extradition Star reported. 
treaty between the two coun- Earlier this week the landlady 
tries. The Home Office said that of the rooming house said she 
if it finds the petition in order it saw a tall fat man hand an en-
should be in the hands of Chief velope to Ray. = 
Metropolitan Magistrate Frank 
Milton sometime today. Milton 
is expected to schedule a hear-
ing about a week after receiving 
it. 

If Milton grants extradition, 
Ray would have 15 days to ap­
JM:al to the High Court and if the . 
High Co~e extradi- 1 
tion order, be would have anoth-
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Birmingham Attorney 
Accepts Ray Defense 

BIRIMI-NGHAM, Ala . , AP) - , R~A~S. 
A Birmimtham attrrrev h?s ten- He said the writer md1cat~ 

. thz.t he had read of Hanes whJe 
tabvely accepted defen•e _of ~he in prison in the United States. 
man accused of assassmatmg Ray served time in a Missouri 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. prison and is wanted there for 

Arthur J . Hanes 51, said in a escape. . 
f Hanes said the letter and 

news con erence here that phone call were the first contact 
he has been contacted by a man he has ever had wi,th Ray. "This 
who identified himself as R. G. came like a bolt out of the 
Sneyd, now imprisoned in Lon- lbl~," he said. 
don, and by London attorneys j Hanes added f!hat he ''under-
for Sneyd, regarding the case. .stands that this man has 

The FBI has said that Sneyd funds," but said he has been 
actually is James Earl Ray and given no indication as to who 

'G<li: d ''11! 1 ~ 11r., • s might pay defense fees. 
~ use m I an . bric tarvo Hanes received international 
Gall_ A figt

6
9:,mee murder attention when he defended 

warrant has een issued for three men accused of murder­
Ray charging him with the King ing civil rights wol"ker Mrs. Vio­
slaying. la Gregg Liuzzo at Hayneville, 

Ray was arrested in London Ala., in rn~. 
June 8. Extradition proceecings Hanes serv?d as Birmingham 
are underway to return him t.o mayor in the early 1960s. He is 
the United States to face trial in a former president of tl-ie Bir­
Memphis, Tenn., where King mimrham bo?rd of ed1• '.'." f:~~ 
was slain. and is a former FBI agent. He 

TO FLY TO WNOON :ias been a frequent critic o. the 
Hanes said he and his son and federal government's integra- 1 

partner, Artht·r H?nes Jr., w' ll tion efforts. 
fly to London to look 
into the case. He said he hopes , 
to determine whether he will 
hav~ full rer,resentation of Ray 
in the United S-tates. He said he 
will interview Ray and, if he ac­
cepts the case, be~n prepara­
tion of the defense immediately. 

Hanes said he rf"ceived a tele­
phone call from one of 
Rav's London a tt."-rnevs '"L 
chael Eugene of the London law 

, fi rm of Michael Dresden & Oo. 
Hanes added, he received a 1 

handwritten letter signed "R. 
G. Sneyd" asking that he handle 
the case in the United States if 
extradition P[-<lfeNJioa:s are suc­
cessful. 
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· following not:it.inn;....'..'.J)iscussiom1 
between Soviet Premier Khrush­
chev and Drew Pearson re Lee 
Harvey Oswald." Neither Helms 
nor Pearson ever commerrted 
publicly on this memorandum 
or its canten t. · 

Still unpublished among the 
many FBI reports in the Ar­
chives is the agency's interview 
with Yuri Nosenko, a high-

. ranking member of the KGB, 
the Soviet Secret police, who 
defected to the U.S. 10 weeks 
after the assassination of Pre7• 

· :·,dent Kennedy. :, 
, The 36-year-old defector, hi1d 
been questioned at length abo.it 

Jhe KGB's handling of 0swaid 
during the time the ex-marine 
lived in Russia. · 

!Before his defection to the 
West, Nosenko worked in a sec­
tor of the KGB which handled 
U.S. defectors, including 
Oswald's case. 

Another of the FBI investiga­
tive reports still sealed m the 
Archives, is titled: 

"The investigation concerning 
telephone numbers found on the 
47th page of Oswald's addr-ess 
book. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

ALJJtf-SCOTT REPORT 

- ~B~~G 

~off 
I 

WA , By PAUL SCOTT . King's killer, the Ffilspent 
. SHING ro~, ?· C. - Agents of the Federal ~ore than $5-rrlilllon m the first 

Bm_eau of Investigat10n went through one very tense nme weeks of its investigation. 
pe~1?d and spent more !han $5 million during their A; times, upwa_rd to 3,000 
bnlhantly conducted two-"O'ltinent man llUllLi". J a"ents were assigned to the E 1 R . ~ ' - . .,,1 ames case. l;[ ay, the accused ~11Ier of Dr. Martin Luther King. I Half that number of agents 

er _successf~lly trackmg. . , - · are still involved in the continu-
an~ locating Ray m London ear- , D~p1te ~X1L-Sapt~re\ the ing inves tigation. In addition to 
!Y m Ma~, the_ G-men temporar- FBI. mv~st1g_at10n of Kmg s _as- runnina down new leads th 
ily lost his trail when he sliipped sassmat1011 JS far from bemg are re;hecking Ra , t ' 1 ? 
ttirough their surveillance net- closed. and from Mem h" Y s raves 

0 

work: and 1flew to ?ortugal. , (?ne agent i~volved in the_ in- the assassinatln. JS 
th

e scene of 
While Ray's disappearance qmry says pnvately that '·the 

almost caused a near panic arrest of Ray is only the becrin- LIFTING THE LID 
.an~o~g top Justice Department ning of this inquiry." He points 0:1~ of t.he most_ important 
officials here, cooler-headed out that "Ray is the key to dec1s1o:1s that President John­
tFBI agents directing the search determining the others involved l so~ will make before leaving 
kep~ the search from coliapsing in the sasassination plot." offlc~ next ~an~ary concerns 
by 1mmeadiately setting up a For instance, FBI and Cana- possible publication of sealed 
new dragnet. dian authorities are still investi- docum~nts from the Warren 

~ith only the lead t~at Ray, gating how Ray was able to Com_mis~ion inquiry of th~ as-
alias Raymon George Sneyd exploit legal loopholes like a pro sassmation of President 
had apparently fled to Europe: ' in obtaining his Canadian pas- I }$:ennedy. r 
the FBI agents reasoned that sport. · At l_east 20 per cent of th,1 
lbecaus-8 of his temperament Several dozen agents are prob- < omm1ssion's files remau1 
and the foreign language barri- lng Ray's alleged contracts I;3cked in the National Ar~hives; 
er he would soon return to an with U.S.-'based American South where the full record of the 
1English-speaking country. 1 Airican Council which he wr•Jte I<;nnedy assassination probe is 

i 
SPECIAL WATCHES on Dec. 30, 1967, to ll-Sk ahont f1ied. . 

Special watches for Ray were en!igrating to Rhodesia. Aim, A list of more than 250 of the 
en carefully_ organized ~t aJl hem% carefully. checked iJ _ sealed documents was prep'lred 

borts ofentry m Greai Bntain Rays contact with a person, recently by attorneys of the 
!Canada, and the U.S., on t.h; w~om . the FBI p_hotographed Justice _Department for further 
belief thai the suspect would try · w1th King at a maJor U.S. air- re~~amin~lion to c!eterm;ne if 
to return to one of those na-· port. . . th eir pubhcation shouid be rec-
tions. / One of the 1romes of the s11c- ommended to the Presidant 

Before any heads within the ~essful FBI investigation, is t1_1at Most intriguing are reports of 
agency could roll, the swift Just h~o n:onths b2-fore U1e Kmg the ~entra_l Intelligence Agency 
chain of events that followed ass~ssmabon, !he Bur~au was d_f:'a lmg ':1th the privab reac­
proved the effectiveness of the oblig-ed to cut m half tne nurn. twn of high Cuban officials to 
FBI strategy. ~er of age_nts in Euro;e, includ. the assassination. 

Eleven days after his second mg thos~ lll London as, a result Another deals with a top 
disappearance, Ray, alias of f'.res1dent Johnson s order se_cret CIA memorandum from 
Sneyd, flew back to London slashmg overseas _µerso nncl . of Richard Helms (now CIA direc­
·from Lisbon. With lne help of gov~rnment se~unty and In· tor) to J. Lee Rankin, chief 
British authorities the F'BI telhgence agencies. . C?unsel of the Warren Commis­
again picked up his ' trail. When Ray's I.rail led to Lon• ~ion. ~~ is listed under the head• 

Ray was- then kept under don, however, many of these rng: Report of conversations 
close surveillance until he sud- a~ent_s were._SfillL bask overseas between Cuban President and 
denly prepared again to depart with rnstruct1ons to orget about Cuban A~1bassador." 
~reat Britain for Europe - this! the economy ,t1in .!}til the sus- .ne~~~-~~I under seal is a CIA 
time for Brussels .. He was ar• peeled assassin was picked up. . . l@Jr?mJielms to the 
J."eSted at I.s:i-~.0~1 _ Au·port before In their infensrve::-.;ea rch for conuniss10n which carries the 
he could board his plane. 
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ent of ttie ,Lon@~Times, ap­
for-ai! defense on a 

subpoena. 
Hopkirk said he was in the 

United States in April covering 
the presidential primaries. He 
went to Memphis the morning 
after King was killed and spent 
four or five days there inquiring 

to his death. 
"It was no secret that he was 

disliked by many white people 
living in the South," Hopkirk 
said. 

Bonebrake said he found from 
the print on the rifle 14 charac 
teristics the same as on the 
prints on file for Ray, a fugitive 
from the Missouri State Pen­
itentiary. He found 11 similar 
characteristics from the prints 
on the telescopic sight. 

Cross-examined by Frisby, 
the court • appointed lawyer 
defending Ray, Bonebrake 
agreed that King was a nation­
ally known • ·l!illll!.,_;p 

Bonebrake sai e knew of 

Calcutt )a&!$ ll,e -ffOwded Bow 
Street Court that King was the 
victim of "a calculated, brutal 
and senseless murder-a mur­
der that was bitter with irony." 

"Though his name was a very 
password for peace," Calcutt 
said, "he met a violent death. 

"This tragic death of Dr. King 
was the working of the single 
hand of this man," he declared, 
referring to Ray. 

The 40-year-old escaped co~ 
vict was brought into the court 
today to hear Calcutt outline the 
U.S. government's case for his 
extradition. 

booked in. at the New Revel Mo­
tor Hotel af"M&Q,tA," the law­
yer continued. "On the following 
day he checked out of the hotel 
and OD that day in Memphis he 
bought a pair of binoculars." 

Also on that day, Calcutt said, 
King was in Memphis, staying 
at the Lorraine Motel. 

As Calcutt unfolded the story, 
four plaincloLies detectives sat 
on a bench facing newsmen and 
the public gallery. All members 
of the public had been searched 
as they cars ht ·court. 

Ray sat in front of the prise& 

With two British lawyers to er's dock uzitb yW-ocff.ve on el­
defend him, Ray was expected ther side of him. 
to fight extradition and appeal The court was tense as Cal· 
to the High Court if Milton ruled cutt continued his story 
that he should be returned to "From bathroom window at 
the United States. This could 424"2 South Main Street, a per­
extend the process for weeks. son could see into Dr. King's 

It was Ray's third court ap- room. 
pearance under the alias of "At 4 o'clock in the afternoon 
Raymond George Sneyd, the this defe~dant went to 424"2 
name on the Canadian passport South M8!8 Street, where ac­
he was carrying when he was commodation was available, and 

King's movement, the Southern arrested June 8 at London air- he booked a room. As be did 
Christian IP Confer- port. His two previous trips to this he was seen by a witness, a 
ence. But he said that, to the Bow Street for preliminary Mr. Stevens. 
best of his recollection, he knew hearings had been brief, and the ''The defendant got a room 
f f ·tm t to proceedings today provided the and, betwee_ n then and 6 o'clock 

o no con erence comm1 en first extensive look at the U.S. in the everung, he used the bath-
any political party. government's case against him. room and the layatory. M_r •. ~ 

When the court suspended Referring throughout to Ray vens, who was m the adjommg 
session for a luncheon break, as Sneyd Calcutt gave the court room, says that the man used 
detectives continued to guard this acco'unt: the bathroom and the lav~ry 
all doors of the courthouse. On March 29 six days before on three occasions, each time 
Newsmen had to show creden- King was kill~ in Memphis, for a long ~e." 
tials to get in or out and mem- Tenn., Ray went to a store in Calcutt continued: 
bers of the public were sear- Birmingham, Ala., kept by a "At 6 o'clock Mr. Stevens 
ched for weapons. Mr. Wood and bought a rifle says he heard a shot fired from 

The u. s. government was with telescopic sights and am- the bathroom. He came out. of 
munition. Taer& was another his room and saw a man leavmg 

represented by a British law- customer in the shop at the below. He says it was the man 
yer, David Calcutt. He told time. who he had seen booking in ear­
Magistrate Frank Milton that The following day Ray was lier. 
Ray's fingerprints were found not satisfied and wanted to "The defendant left in a bur­
on the rifle which police recov- change the rifle. He took instead ry, leaving binecaJar straps in 
ered after King was shot in a Remington 760 which bad tele- his room. When he pt out of the 
Memphis, Tenn., April 4. scopic sights attached to il He hotel entrance, be turned left 

"The bullet which killed Dr. also bought and took away a and dropped bis kit of J'llle, 
King was examined when recov- box of ammunition and a box sights and b1noca1ars in the 
ered," he continued, "and there which was not the ript box for doorway. 
is a strong likelihood . that the that particular mm. , "He then a :e• 
bullet ~ from the rifle found "On ApnF:f.&ieyd (Ray) w~ nearb:"'y"ll. ll;;a:l~• 
by the police." --=-=--
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"He then. ma.!!,~ in a car 
waiting~-

Calcutt said the Memphis po­
lice took possession of the ri.fle 
and binoculars. They say the 
defendant's fingerprints were on 
them, he added. 

"These tie in with the defend­
ant's face picture and finger­
prints," Calcutt said. "T"ne bul­
let which killed Dr. King was 
examined when recovered and 
there is a strong likelihood that 
the bullet came from the rifle 
found by the police. 

"It is also likely that the strap 
found in his room belonged to 
the binoculars found with the ri-
fle." I 
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. ~ H N ~..J Silent through presentation of -Jays e ever naa tl1e prosecuE~,.,~as'e, Ray de-
clared at the wmdup of that 
phase of the hearing that "parts 

Grudge Aga l·nst K,·ng of some of the testimony are 
false and some are exaggerat-

1 ed." 0 ; C L 
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JACKSON DAILY NEWS 

LONDON (AP) -James Earl Ray, fighting extradi .. l "I would like to disa~ee with 
tion to the United States to stand trial for the murder of th~~. and s~einng about ____;J__ A CKS ON , MISS • 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., asserted today he did not tluChs,. fheMsat :tr te F nk M'l j 
kill th N · il · hts I d te agts a ra 1 -

e egro c1v · ng ea er. ton had advised him about his 
The prisoner - who is charged here under the alias right to call witnesses and give 

of Raymond George Sneyd - took the witness stand in a testimony in his own behalf. 
surprise move and testified: "I hav,e never met Dr. When the court resumed Fris­
King. I have never had any kind of grudge against by said Ray disagreed with 
him " <e....,,._;.;;;;I!.. many of the facts given by De-

A · F1BI t G J cob , --...--,-.-~ ,. '' 

1 

tective Chief Supt. Thomas But-
n exper, eo~~e a ! Frisby pid &e .}VOuld rather ler of Scotland Yard. 

:~~~:r~i~ier~:i~ts te~~~i!d fo~hn~ I Ray nei~her t'8iF the _usual o~th . In a ~ramatic high poin~. of 
on a rifle and binoculars dis- nor aff~ed,_ ,n,iea~~g takmg I the hearmg, B_utle~ had: tesb!ted 
carded in a shop doorway after the oath w1thdu, nnvKf11g God. that, on hearmg ~ h~ p~t~on 
King was killed at the Lorraine . . c~ll that the Jl?hce identified 
Motel in Memphis, Tenn., April This tactic me(9lt that, un- bun_ a~ an American wanted for 
4. der English legal procedure a_ killtng rather than ~s C~a- Date: JUNE 27 , 1968 

" ~ d ( • t) ;,1,, , R Id • dtan George Sneyd, his ahas, Edition: HOME I ioun one ,pr~ on we TL• ay cou not be cross-exam- Ray slumped into a seat and 
fie an<l o~e on the ~~t aDd also ined by David Calcutt, the Brit- said: "Oh Goel ••• I feel so Au th0r: 
on the bmoculars, Bonebrake • h tto ti th tr ed ,,. 
said. "l compared them for fin- JS a rney represen ng a ap~ . . . . 
g,erprints of James Earl Ray in U.S. government. Fr_tsby s~td Ray wtshed m 
fu Los Angeles police file I \ Wearing a dark suit and part~cular to stat~ most em-

I e , · . phattcally that he did not make 
found that they ~~ong~' to one heavy horn-runrned glasses. the observation: 'I feel so 

1 
and the same mdwtdual. Ray answered a series of ques- trapped ' " 

I
I Ray's lawyer indicated he tions from his lawyer. He "Nor did he say 'Oh God,' nor 
would seek to save Ray from d' d h II th t · 
extradition by contending that agreed that he wa~ the man ar- tJ!e m~~/~~c~nthe ec~!~ s~ 

. the assassination of King was a rested at London Atr,port June 8. perintendent described" Frisby 
political crime. He said he had never met Dr. said. ' 

_ {!nder the U.S.~_ritish extra- Kin;g and bore him no grudge. In court maneuvering, Frisby 
d1tton t:J:ea~y, poltttcal grounds 1 "Did you kill Dr. King?" raised the matter of King's in-
~re a prmc1pal reason for want- "No sir," Ray replied. volv~ .tn American politics. 
1~g asylum_~ anyone and bar- Again on his counsel's advice, He questto~ed. Bonebrake close. 
!l."tng e:x;tradibon. Ray said he did not wish to sign }y about this m an effort to get 

Ray was ringed by detectives the court recording of his temi- statements about such political 
'but did not wear handcuffs as mony. involvement in the record. 

I he mounted the witness stand. The Bow Street Magistrate1 The FBI agent admitted un-
The hearing in Bow Street Court adjourned then until next der questk>ning that there had 

Magistrates Court was suspend- Tuesday when tbe bearing ii been a certain amount of dislike 
ed for 10 minutes while he con- exipected to ~ , for King in ~U~ States. 

ed with bis British a~, Ray was sentback to prison. Peter Hop.K K,correspond-
er Frisby. ~ 
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k 
RAY ESCORTED TO MEMPHIS JAIL 

Sheriff William Morris of Shelby Coun­
ty escorts James Earl Ray to his cell 
Friday morning after his flight here 
from .l:miaoi~ Ray is handcuffed to a 

leather belt and is wearing a bullet­
proof vest. Daily News AP Wire­
photo. 
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