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- %N&; yanhnttan Stroet,

o . cemployed ag & houso paisnter. The same of his wife vwag
- shown 28 Judy but file migo contained informaticn that

. Griffin liad f:uaﬂ for éj.vorca imm Jaﬂz v,a&_muary 9,

1913 North Esnhattan Street, Amarillo, Toxas, was intere
- . viewed at his place of employment, tho Astoria Park
ﬁ;}armmts, ﬁ.aariuﬁ. Tams. Eriitm aeivised that on

umTEn STATES DEPARTMENT or ms&'rcxv,i?, e

ﬂ!‘iﬂlﬂl BUREAU GF INVESTIGATION

STt ANNCNYMOUS ACCUSATICN ALLEGING oy
"+ 'DARTICIPATION CF RAYNOND POLACCO i
I ASSASSTATIGN OF JARTIN LyriEa, KING, m,

%

& ciwck e;f thﬁ! Qity Bs.rect&ﬁy © -hmula ; gL
£exaa, £ailed to roveal sa addross of 1918 FKo¥th Biuzmattaa
Etreat or the pame of JUE GRIFFIN, The City ﬁimeﬁery
did yeveal 8 J, E, Griffin, Painter, r@fsming at 1&23

Gperatnr Yo, 29, é&arixw Cmdit &sswsmi
G132 Taylor Street, on March 17, 1969, adviscd that Jol
By Grifiin, 1513 imrth i@mttaa Btreot, had been Enown
to their files since July of 1968, and v:as Tepovrtediy

" o Mareh 17; 1969, M. 'Jamm Ernest ers:szm, s

) "i‘his dame:zt wntama naitimr ORMODON-
. tions ner conclusions of the ¥BI, It is
- the property of the F3I snd is loaned to
gour ngency 1% and its contenis are
mﬁ to be c!istfiimwa c»ntama.yaur ngency
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NMWS marwx nmax‘m
wm:xmmx o¥ as?mw S

. Jﬁmﬁmé caps to Amarillo, and lived with m n&tu

. was going with ﬁe%mﬁ B:.sc&mn at the tine that he wag

.:mmy s, ms, Bbis ﬂi&*& msm, m* (m)

Hoy of 1968, Ho adviced thst she hag now Yoiurned to ber

. husbond sno that they reside at 813 - Apartmont B, Elolse
- Courts, Atlanta, SGeorgls, and that the busband, Charliie

dehusiton, iw enployed a8 & ﬁm&a fox t&a ﬂsty ¢£

i Ai;@ma, Georgia,

e advised that the mother of Chariie J@kﬂﬂw

 gs kwe, B, W Jobmaten, 594 HilL Stroet, Atlanta,
, Wv&ﬁ. Ho stated that oae tiee at Amarillo vhile m&a

fohastoa wes drunk, ohke stated that hey: hesband,

,&ﬁmmie Johuston, had yun ever a Hogre boy snd 3:111@&

Bin. Ohe siated that her husiund had kilied s Negro for

 #rves hut thst Rey sothor An law got $10,.800.00 for
U pheosting ¥artiam Luther Xiag, Ue ststed that e didmet o
LU knoecwhother this v3s 4Fse or Dok, but that Krs, éaimswn Sy
. #3d ahout that tive sﬁmd mmia J&&nstﬁn ahﬁnt 33,%&%.%6 o
Ry Iefa‘?? & @3!’. . . .

| Griffin advised that all of bis vtifa‘a mmy i
t;aii hia Joo Griffin. Be stated tist his wifo, Judy

 Griffiam, loft him about:Ocieber, 1968, snd roturmed to

Atlopta, Georgiz, vhere sbe resides with a sister,

- Lobornh Blackwaa, at 834-C Confederate Courts, Atima; e R e
- Geuxgis., Ho advised that there is presemtly & court ‘
: ».ﬁ.ﬁﬁz‘: mmg c:n f@r the etsstaﬁy of tk&i’t m ehﬂér#n. 3

, &rﬁﬂa advized that he ¥as in &tlanta 3ust
pofore Christues of 1963, snd that Deborsh Blacksan
told hin that lirs, Jobaston had received apother “bilg

e gay off£* in the Kartin Luther Eing onse, and that this

"pay off" had boen made by Baymomd Polacco, Ho advised
that he had never sot this Baysonrd Polzceo but that he

in at mma.
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werked in & drug stoere, Ehe said that Polacco wag
Ett@ﬁﬁiﬂg m:«.woi mwwham in Atlaszta. e

Wﬁa aéﬁm ihut M' MM& to Mxnl&,

. ‘!‘exaa, i#a that on Januayy 28, 1969, ho rm:.wé a
Wlﬁgm waich 2‘2&! 8s follows: :

"mr Bir: 1 would 1ike to get ia twca
’ «suh m coticarning your family. It is fmpors

; M ¥ would like for you to :ﬂegly back to

. the Atisata ain ﬁﬁi&; -
phons mupber, Please anew
ﬁgug, BRUCE NARXKS."

Gri;tﬂa pdvived that .m mnt a ;Eazama bwk

suding your telow
m way or the -

s i&m&shmg his phope number and the next day received

a telophone call fres Baymond Polacce frem Atlants, o
ﬁeﬁx‘gm. Polaceo éﬂami that he undersiood that e
Griffin was lcckimg for evidence to indicate ibat his tiia '
eng poraily unfit to have the childrea and ststed that

he would securs plotuves of bis wife in the muds or im eeé

~with gome man L2 Griffin would pay him $500,08, Be

- ingicated to Griffin thst he was sn dovestigator sad .
told Griffin that Yo could be mﬁmé at Atlonts m}a-
phoae punber 4&-3@1*7"3?. = L i

3% Grs.ﬁ'i.n ‘advised tkat he caileé mhm mcx ai:
t&&s guaher fad talked with B woran whose msne he méar-
gtood o ‘he "Calloway”, She sdvised that Polacco did mot
1ive at that sddreza but that sho babyset for the four. jsear,j
©1d daughter of Polacto,  She gaid that Poleceo lived ‘
Yd&osn the sireet™ and. mmﬁ that she lived at 4550
Ridgearest Drive. &he siated that Polacco was & eum,
27 yeors ef sge, was not suployed, but bad 2 wife wio

" Griffin sas then asked 1f ho wrots 20t
to tiw Atlsatn Conmiitutiem, Atlants, Ceoxgim, RMS;
tnis matter and eag&atwany é&nxeé wﬁw such &

tN

TN L
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co T LU RRNSHTECUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING

Ll F%&%, ICIPAYIOR OF RAYEROHR - -

o ppcﬁi} IN ASSASIGATION oF
s,,mﬁ*m m&aﬁ mss. JR. T

-

~letter, He gtated that &1l that he know about the i L TR
Haprtin Lothay King asgassination had come {rom meubers
of hig wife's fms.sy and that he know nothlsg of hi.a
ol Rﬁ@#&@zﬁgﬁt a&:@&t the paiter.

‘ &ﬂ E@m..h 17, 1563, i, Dee éﬁl}.er, Atiemwy _ T
6% Lav, Fisk Bullding, Fighth and Polk Sixeetly &mrinﬂ;; . S
Yozes, adeissd that Le ropyressated Jehanie B, Griffin e P
Cin s diveres-snd child cusiledy suit spuninst his fovser ,
wife, Judy CGriffie, of Atiants, G@orgia, - HKe mdvined that
he €14 receive & eall froa & san naced Bayeond, last asse
net viver, Ives Atisate, Guorpia, advising that he would
0 sompyosizing photograpia of Judy Grifiin for t!s»&
mz}. Custody nalter foy $6O0,00, Hiller adevise
thte oaller clalzed (o ¢ an igﬂeatigamr bat
el mat it was fszediately appareal to him that ‘ T
% i w?.%,zw w25 2ot sn lsvestigntor mince he did not Corh
FRUER :.‘.‘:sﬁ«‘ g creera and wanted an advases g9 that be could :
¥ Ly & cymerd. Biller told this cslleoy that they wore S
med irt rested in sech & propoesition. ' . SRR SR

1 ‘ lr. ¥iller advised that there was a hemrmg

[ ; 2t Ameriliis, Texas, on Jrauary 24, 1888, in the child
, cusiody nattey and that Grirfin had i‘.asai.meé his some
istters frca su “Aunt Ella™ from Deestur;. Georgia, which
loticors dogeribod ths inuoxsl Lohaviouw o Judy Griifin
while in‘Atisate, Lo sdvised thst he subpoensed thim
persen o the hosriyg and attempted to Introdace the

. letters but “Awnt Elia™ deniod writing such lettera and
atated sao convincead his that she did not write the
letters. Ho stated that he zeccused Criffin of prepsving’
ti:¢ lotters fyom “Sent Ells” but he doaled it. Mr, S e
¥iller ndviged that in view of this, he wvas soriocusly L
consdiderisg asking pevalesion of the court fo withdraw fremws 0
theo ¢age, : ; C

g e gy ey

~

- 4
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' “ . 3/19/63
_.AIRTKL ) i -A[ L ,?iyv“ o0 'E'7V ; | : e E%
TON nmzc.:.«;a, x«rz#z {fzé-:séa.&fzi}

FEOHY  * SAC, DALLAS (44-2649) (RUC)
SUBJECT: MUBEIN S
‘Ro Dureau airtel to })a}.las dated 3/14/{;9.

' Epclesed herculith iér the Bureay are five
conies of LB capticned VARGHYNOUS ACCUS %TIGW AIIEGING
PAPTICIPATION OF MAYHOND TOLACTO IN ADBASSINATIOY COF
.%,mz*;‘zk; LUTHER XING, JH.", cated 3/16/G0, at Dallas,

CHET 4 ' .

Two coples each sre also enclosed foxr the ;

ﬁ*lﬂﬁtﬁ ang ,emphis oifices. : ;

. ~ The interview of JOUNNIE ERNLST GREFPI ais&
knowa as Joe Griffle, was conducted by Sis WILLIA

B, JOEKING and LARRY J, STEGING, The interview ci ) : .

5tt&rﬂ31 DEE MILLER was by SA ¥ILLIAY R, JUHEKINS. ‘ ‘ =

LEADS . ¢
ATLANTA ' | .

. AT 56?””? pALE, GECRGIA, 1. %ill interview Mrs.

éLF CALALAY, «DEU IEdzecrest oireet, since this is _
aoparently tae pareen that GRIFFIN talknd with by phonae

: n& who s2i¢ that she was @ babysitter for RATEOND

POLACCO and kept his four yoar old dasughter, { ,‘9[

Ak ‘
2, ¥Will determine holder of Ati%nt% phene ﬂ»{ ?zvﬂ’
- pumber 4043617257, and if not listed to ALF CALALAY v 2 ”;« i

will ivterview thon fox iniarm&iian ganeeraiﬁv %Jaécth’% P

0

’

3 = Dureau (Moo, 8) s
- 2w Yenphin {(44-1057) (Ene. 2)
{2 Atloata (44222083 (ine. 2)

z-w;m_M-MmE.

\‘

, \§
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DIRECTOR, FRI (44-38861) Y, T

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2388) (P)

Re Ballss airted to Buresu, 3/19/08,

Enclomed harewith fer Nobils is ome ¢
dated vu.ln at Atmm; ons ecopy of LIM dated m/a,
h& Aseusation

:th mlﬁ
hucfwu in Assassination of hﬁ
s . " and one «ulmmxum.

Wﬂ.

mmnum:wummtu.

« ALNEED 4550 Ridgecres ve, Fores

e-m Nrs. Y was loeated at that address 5/14/69,

and advised that Mr. and Nrs. RAYHOND POLACCD, ferwerly

1ived diagomally across the strest from him. ncymd

about 8 menths age and left & forwarding address of 1004

zut!tr«t Phenix City, Ala. Mo said that iz the residence
ndceram , Mr. and Mrs. (FWV) JREINS.

itm “m‘-“ Whl ’m
mtnun.num .as. '
Mr. CALALAY advised a sontinuous muigance
hMu‘ atly wsed their 2. Ne belieoved o
, mn-.unuw with & . GRYFFIN
um /O,WQ
Jane L
mnenx 57/
AT PEROX CITY, ArABANA 7‘/4’{

Contact RAYMOND POLACCH, 1004 21lst 8¢., to determine
unmwmuq-nmmm of BARTIN LUTIER
KING, JR., aad resolve the sl ‘

letter wxy written by

ORNimah
® l?//ef/ n w&&
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#D-86 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Via

Date:
Transmit the following in :
v {Type in plai.nte
AIRTEL AL ;
(Priority)
_______________________________________________ e

NS N4

FBI

TO : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM  : SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) 4

 SUBJECT: MURKIN.

Re Memphls teletype to Bureau 3/28/69, and Mobile
alrtel to Bureau 4/8/69.

: Contlnued contacts with racial informants and sources
of Moblle Division failed to reflect JAMES BEVEL presently
in Mobile Divislon. In the event BEVEL is located in Mobille
Division, he will be interviewed in accordance with instructions
set out 1n referenced Memphis teletype.

- Memphis ‘ '
@ Mobile '
T mre . h
(3) N

15 7-26 37—-{5'3

Searched

Serialized oo’

. Indexed i
- Filed 2 ‘

Approved: Sent M Per
Speciail Agent in Charge
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= FD—%3 (Rev. 12-19-67)

FEDERAL \ﬁUREAU OF lNVE\JTlGATlON

-

REPORTING OFFICE

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

DATE

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

MOBIIE MEMPHIS 7/16/69 7/1-7/14/69
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY
v . _ SA DONALD A, FLYNN /tdr
JAMES EARL RAY, akaj; :

DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR,

CHARACTER OF CASE

VICTIM CR - CONSPIRACY
UFAC - ROBBERY
REFERENCE: Dallas airtel to Bureau, 3/19/69;
Atlanta let to Bureau, 5/27/69.
- RUC -
ENCLOSURE :

N
\

Enclosed for the Memphis Division is one copy of Atlanta
letter to Director, 5/27/69, enclosing LHM, 3/11/69, at Atlanta,
and LHM, 3/19/69, at Dallas captioned "Anonymous Accusation
Alleging Participation of Raymond Polacco in Assassination of
Martin Luther King, Jr,"

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED

«« (X1 NONE _ ACQUIT-} casc HAs BEEN:
convic. |auTo.| Fue. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [JYes [{Ino
PENDING PROSECUTION )
OVER SIX MONTHS TCves @No
APPROVED Ce A etameen T DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
coriEs MADE: .
- v

2 - Bureau (44-38861) 1§77 2627 — MJJ,}Z

1 - USA, Montgomery Searched ..o

1 - Atlanta (L4h- 5386 Info: ) 1a1ized 4

2 - Memphis (44-1987)(Encl. 1) Ser , _ '

q{) Mobile (157-2627 Indexed. . e
o Filed ..
{ h %\A\L/
Dissemination Record of Aﬂuc\.hg‘d”leport Notations / ’
Agency i
Bequcst Recd. R rY
'Datc Fwd. C N \
How Fwd. w AL U
V\ A* GPO :1868 O - 206-885
COVER PAGE
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FP:204 (Rev. 3-3-58) ; . . -

UNl'i'E/D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: 1 -~ USA, Montgomery
Revoit of SA DONALD A, FLYNN ‘ Mobile
6:: ~ July 16, 1969 om“L_ -
Field Office File #: MO 157"2627 ' Bureau File #: 44“38861
Title: JAMES EARI RAY; . ' V
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;

‘ UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY
Synopsis: On 7/14/69, RAYMOND POLACCO advised he has no knowledge

of the MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, assassination other than that as
recelved through news media. POLACCO believed that the allegation-

regarding his participation in this murder was instituted anonymously

by JOHNNIE ERNEST GRIFFIN, brother-in-law of the ‘sister of his
(POLACCO's) former paramour, No evidence found which indicates
N POLACCO involved in assassination,

- RUC -

DETATILS :

' The following investigation was conducted by Special .
Agent DONALD A, FLYNN 1n Phenix City, Alabama, on July 1, 1969
Mrs. JENKINS T.. SMITH, 1004 21st Street, advised that
her son RAYMOND POLACCO was not at home and referred interviewing
agent to his wife, Mrs. RAYMOND POLACCO. On the same date Mrs,
RAYMOND POLACCO advised her husband is at home only on week ends,
She advised her husband is a salesman and the only method of
contacting him during the week would be to have her advise her
husband and have him call the interviewing agent. ,

On the same date review of the arrest records in Phenix

City, Alabama, Police Department and the Russell County Sheriff's
Office reflected no files identifiable with RAYMOND POLACCO.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to -
your agency; it and {ts contents are not to be distributed outs ide your agency.
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. FD302 (Rev. 41564) DERPEEE S S : T T e

;kw- ERAEF T

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- 7/16/é9

Dote

.

RAYMOND POLACCO, 5038 Seneca Drive (hnme address),
columbus, Georgia, telephone number 561-0813, and 1004 21st
Street, Phenlx City, Alabama, telephone number 298-8347, was
interviewed in Phenix City Plaza Shopping Center in the presence
of Phenix City, Alabama, Detective H., "BRAD"™ NOLAN., POLACCO was
fmmediately advised as to identity of interviewling agent and
Detective NOLAN. He was informed that the purpose of the inter~
view was to determine if he (POLACCO) had any knowledge of the
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and to resoclve the
allegations made in an anonmnous letter relatmg to the same
Snbst;ance. o

POLACCO was then advis’ed of his- rights by Special
Agent DONALD A, FLYNN. POLACCO walved them as shown on an
executed warning and walver form. POLACCO was then specifically
asked 1f he wished to have an attorney present to represent him,
POLACCQ replied in the negative. »

POLACCO stated that he had no !mowled’ge of the
assassination of MARTIN IUTHER KING, JR., except as he
. received through news media, He denied that he was, or 1is,
' 4n any way involved in any conspiracy or act connected with
the assassination. POLACCO sald he has no l1dea as to who
k3illed MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR He stated that he never met
JAMES EARIL RAY,

—  POLACCO then denled the anonymeus allegaticm furnished
by Mr., JIM RANKIN of the Atlanta Constitution on March 7, 1969,
postmarked Amarillo, Texas, which alleged that POLACCO was a"key
pay-err" man in the MARTIN IUTHER KING, JR. assassination ‘conspirady.

POLACCO advised. that 1t was his feeling this letter had
probably been written by JOHNNIE ERNEST GRIFFIN, brother-in-law of -
the sister of his (POLACCO's) former intimate girl friend, DEEBIE
BLACKMAN. POLACCO stated that GRIFFIN and he had a strong mutual
disliike for each other which evolved from GRIFFIN's attempt to
divorce his wife. GRIFFIN wanted him to take photographs of his
wife in the nude with another man in order to faclilitate a divorce

on T/12/69 . . FPhenix City, Alabama p.s_ MO 157-2627

SA DONALD A, FLYNN Jtdr - 7/14/69
by. : Date dictated

This document contains nelther recommendalions nor conclusions of the FBL. It Is the property of the FB! and Is loaned to your agency;
it ond ils contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. - 2 -
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go 157-2627

proceeﬂing favorable to GRIFFIN, POLACCO said that he sent
GRIFFIN a telegram on or about January 28, 1969, which he
signed, "BRUCE MARKS". POLACCO also admitied a conversation
regarding the divorce with Mr, DEE MILILER, an attorney in .
Amarillo, Texas. POLACCO told MILLER he would provide compro-
mising photographs of GRIFFIN's wife i1f MILLER would send him
money for a camers and a $500.00 fee.

B - POLACCO stated that the whole matter had come to the
attention of GRIFFIN's wlfe and aorimonious feelings developed
among -all parties involved.

POLACCO reiterated his denial of any knowledge of the
MARTIN IUTHER KING, JR, assassination. He concluded that GRIFFIN
probably wrote the anonymous letter in order to get revenge for
POLACCO's participation in the eircumstances surrounding the
dlvorce between GRIFFIN and his wife. ,

The following description of POLACCO was obtained
throughAobservation and interview:
Name - RAYMOND POLACCO, also known as

' Raymond Polacco, Jr., and

Raymon Andino Polacio (as

T - :H;ffmf —ghown on current 1969 Georgila
. driver's license)
Date of Birth |

Place of Blrth ’Nemynnkgcify, New York

Soclal Security No.

-~ - - Former Military e

. Service No.
Driver's license No.

Address (on license)

Helight

Welght

Hailr

Eyes

Current Employment

=y

~RA56333971
~0~-487288

5038 Seneca Drive,
g?lﬁmbus, Georgila
168 pounds

Black

Brown

Salesman for Pennsylvania

Life Insurance Company,

1214 First Avenue, Sulte 422,
Columbus, Georgia, 31901
Supervisor, Mr, HUBERT DAVIS,
telephone No. 404-322-4844

-3 -
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MO 157-2627
2 v

Former Employment

POLACCO advised that he was
formerly & police officer in
California with the following
departmentss

Ios Angeles County, Security
Department from November 1964
to April 1966;

Bell Police Department, Bell
California, Badge No. 14, from
April 1966 until July 19663

POLACCO then produced a Peace
Officers Assoclation of Ios
Angeles County card dated 1966, ,
No. 488980. ,

POLACCO was observed in the following vehicle:

Make
Year
Color
Model

Characteristics

. = ¥l

gy

License Tag- No}ufjj~Wﬁmﬂ,

Chevrolat

1964

White

Impala, 2-door

1969 Georgla, 4-18178
Ieft front fender damaged

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RAYMOND POLACCO, 5038 Seneca DPrive (home ad&nas),
Columbus, Georgia, telephone number 561-068313, and 1004 21st
Street, Phenix City, Alabama, telephone number 298-8347, was
mtgrviem in Phenix Oity Plasza Shopping center in the presence
of Phenix City, Alabsma, Detective N, "BRAD" NOLAN, POLACCO was
tmmediately advised as to Mﬁty of interviewing agent and

Detective NOLAN. He was inf raad the purpese of the inter-
view was to determine if he hgdany!meul e of the
ummat.mumm ,.m., and to resolve the

e ;mummm anonymous letter m to the same

: m& was then advised of his rights by Spaeia,l
mtmh.m mwm ‘shown on an B
executed warning and watver form, P was then specifically

asked if he wished to have an attormey W to e 1
POLAGCD replisd in the nqsttive.

mumo stated M he - had no methdge of the
assassination of NARYTN m m sxeapt as he
received through news media, &sﬁ he wase, or is,
in m WAy involved m any conapsmy or ast sommected with

imation. POLACGO maid he has no ides as to who
killed MARTIN LUFHER m, JR, He stated shat he never met
JAMES EARL RAY.,

‘ POLACCO tm denied the anonymous auegation rmzm
by Mr. JIN RANKIN of the Atlanta Constitution om Mareh 7, 1969,
postmarked Amarille, ZTex
pay~eff" man 1n the MARTY

babl m 1
m mzcr of ;‘;: Imgeau .
BLACKMAN, POLAOCO

dislike for each other which evelvcd fr:m attamt to
divorce his wife. ORIFFIN wanted him to take Meimha of his
wife in the nude \d&h tmﬂnr mn in oxrder to facilitate a divorece

x88, which gnm hat Mna %y

SA MAI.D A, ﬁml’/‘bdr ; e 7/111/69

This document contoins neliher recommendeations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property .of the FBiI ond Is leaned 1o your agency;
it and its contents are not to be disiribuied ouiside your agency.
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MO 157-2627

proceeding favorable to GRIFFIN,
GRIFFIN a telegram on or about January 28, 19
POLACCO also admitied a conversation

signed, "BRUCE MARKS",

POLACCO said that he sent

69, which he

regarding the divorce with Mr, DEE MILLER, an attorney in

Amarlllo, Texas,

POLACCO told MILLER he would provide compro-

mising photographs of GRIFFIN's wife 1f MILLER would send him
money for a camera and a $500.00 fee,

POLACCO stated that the whole matter had come to the
attention of GRIFFIN's wife and acrimonious feellngs developed

among all parties involved,

POLACCO reiterated his denial of any knowledge of the

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, assassination.

He concluded that GRIFFIN

probably wrote the anonymous letter in order to get revenge for
POLACCO's participation in the circumstances surrounding the
divorce between GRIFFIN and his wife.

The following description of POLACCO was obtained

through observation and interview:

Name

Date of Birth

Place of Birth

Soclal Security No,

Former Military
Service No.

Driver!s license No,

Address

Helght

Welght

Halr

Eyes

Current Employment

(on license)

RAYMOND POLACCO, also known as
Raymond Polacco, Jr., and
Raymon Andino Polacio (as
shown on current 1969 Georgia
driver's license)

| ,
-RA56333971
-0-487288
5038 Seneca Drive,
Columbus, Georgia

|9 L

168 pounds
Black
Brown
Salesman for Pennsylvania
Life Insurance Company,
1214 First Avenue, Suite 422,
Columbus, Georgila, 31901
Supervisor, Mr, HUBERT DAVIS,
telephone No, 404-322-484Y

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MO 157-2627

Former Employment

POLACCO advised that he was
formerly a police officer in
California with the following
departments:

Ios Angeles County, Security
Department from November 1964
to April 1966;

Bell Police Department, Bell
California, Badge No. 14, from
April 1966 until July 1966;

POLACCO then produced a Peace
Offlcers Assoclatlon of Ios
Angeles County card dated 1966,
No. 488980,

POLACCO was observed in the following vehlcle:

Make

Year

Color

Model

License Tag No.
Characteristics

Jw

Chevrolet

1964

Whilte

Impala, 2-door

1969 Georgla, 4-18178
Ieft front fender damaged

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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C. M. MURPHY
ATTORNEY AT LAW
S DEARAMON BUILDING |
. . MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103 : LTy
. S . . . { 't"'j : 4 }'
) ) [ , RF“ )‘) TELEPHONE
February 26, 1970 - it
E e ‘ . . ™~ e Wnad
. v
G Mk
' ‘ e oY o
Department of Safety .
- State of Alabama
License Registry D1v151on _ ;

Montgomery, Alabama
| . Re: Obtaining a Certificate -
' showing License Registration
or Ownership of Automobile
Dear Sir:

My client has purchased in Tennessee a certain auto-

- mobile from the. owner, whose last purchase of record of that-

automobile}occurred'in Alabama. In order to property register
this vehicle for my client, the Tennessee authorities require
me to procure a copy of the automobile registration, orxr the

- registration of the license of said vehicle.

. The name of the person from whom we bought the vehicle,
though not his real name, is Eric Starvo Galt, who used the
address of 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama. Mr. Galt
bought the vehicle from William D. Paisley on October 2, 12&24
in Jefferson County, Alabama. The license tag then on the car

was, and I believe still is, Alabama 1-38223..

If your department does not keep the records, a copy
of, which we need, please let me know with whom I ;must correspond,
and if you will, let me know the amount of money necessary you
require to send me a certlfled .COpPY .«

Very trﬁly yours,
‘C. M. Murphy 1 : a

1€7-26217-4 S

CMM/plé -

i
3
;

;i
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o A TE OF ALABAMA L v [/é 7
o .i-DE ARTMENT OF REVENUE/ 6/6
SR ' LICENSE TAX DIVISION.

‘ Momoomenv. ALABAMA 36102 R
HARVEY L. R/mnm E o , : TRAVIS WILLIAMS, JRY
- CW“‘M" ' . ST i Narch 13’ 1970'__ e E : 'As?i\::em Commissioner . " -

“U'" P. EAGERTON, JR, L, T S . HENRY P. DRAUGHON
o Sectetary e R R o Rc' ) ' : Division Chiet i
, o - g ' Our File No. 3-1370
; : N - Yours 1968 Ala. Lic §1-38993
Attorney at Law .~
Dermon Buildfmg '@ .0 . g , Ty
Memphis, Tennessee . 38103 - AR R .
r COPY . pASSENGER AUTOMOBILES C 0P v
1-ass3s4 0 mlol [, _1- 38993 5 |
. 197TTAGNO. .~ - . . ee| |7 T 1968 TAG NO. -
RO MAKE \R. - MODEI: BODY TYPE CI.ASS VEMCLE IDENTII’ICA’I;ION NyMHEI! PT. YR, ISSISSNVMM
~ FORD ['66 | MS8 | 2-dr| 06 |  .6T07C190647 Full 700
12,60 | 12,60 |- | 14000 | | TOTAL > 39.20
S8 Co Tar Man, Tax Sen, D, LS Ue b bt fa | cnnm | penaty

CTHE \rl-lll( LE DESCRIRED l‘ll) I!l LON (WAS NOT
CCINCALABAMA) (WAS NOT orp RATE l) ON THI -
j lll(-ll\VA‘V'i OF ALABAMA) BETWEEN

| GALT, ERIC S, |
2608 HICHTAND AVENUE -
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA -

and

TS Vlf"l(.’l:l’} 1S DESIGNED AND USED PRI

i L B R ___l MARILY FOR PRIVATE PASSENGER PURPOSES.
ACQUIRED FROM: - - . = ; o Date Acyuired or : - | Purchass Prics . |Gress Weigmt . -
‘ ¥ o : Entered State o
- NEW Usen
k]
N the undersigned, hereby certify chae the informution hereon is mne and correct.
Sworn to and subscribed befon.me this__ 2 . : dny pf OCtOber 196 7

DEPARTMENT OF RELVENUE, JCFPERSON COU&TY
BRADLEY BROWN, DIRECTOR

. §/Eric S. Galt. T R -
: / "LICENSEE OR AI’I'I.JCANTY . o BY S/J D. - . ‘CI.ERK .

.

Lol 1, Henty P. Draughon hereby ccmfy that 1 havc been duly appomted and- assngned as Chief
.o of the Motor Vehicle and License Division of the State Department of Revenue in and for the State
- of Alabama. As such Chief, I have in my custody and control central records pertaining to the
- issuance of automobile license plates, the identification or motor number for each vehicle for whlch
. a hcense plate was xssued as mamtalned by the State of Alabama

I further cemfy the above facsmlle is a true and correct copy of the registration receipt as

l»-.; shown by the records of the Motor Vchxcle and License Dwxsxon of the State Department of Reve‘
: nne, in my custody and control IR .

Wxtness my hand and the offxcxal seal. of the Stgte Department of Revenue, tlus the

“ ol  Sccretary
HOS ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

-~
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©shc, NOBILE. (157-3627) (RUC)

Enclosed and for the informatlon oi’ the Memphis Ty
Division is a photo copy of a letter dated 2/26/70, from C. -
M. MURPHY, Attorney At Law, Memphis, Tenn., wherein he re~: -
. quested a certified copy (photo copy of which is also en-
- closed for Memphis) of registration of an automobile ‘that
had been registered to ERIC ‘STARVO GALT. This infomation
was. made available by Mrs. CONNIEiREDDOCﬁ on 3/16/70 |

_fm-‘,; Memphis (Enc. 2)
| - Mobile ‘ _ R
CAR/ lg : P

 Bay U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the

Payroll Savings Plon
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) N

FBI
Date: 5/20/74
Transmit the following in '

AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO: SAC, MOBILE
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS  (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN_- /5 /= 227

00: MEMPHIS

Enclosed for Mobile are two copies each of a letter
dated 8/4/74 from GLEN BALLEW; a diagram enclosed in the
letter; amnd the enveldpe bearing BALLEW's return address.

You will mote that in the enclosed letter BALLEW
confesses to the murder of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING,JR,

LEAD:
MOBILE OFFICE

AT MT. VERNON, ALA,

Identify GLEN BALLEW and determine his mental
stability, it being noted his return address is a hospital,
the name of which is illegible.

24Mobile (Encs.6)

\

| Q//L/‘ ’ x\ R
Approved: Sent M Per
Specid)/ Adent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Oﬁgce: 1972 — 455-574
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5/20/74
AIRTEL

¥0: SAC, MOBILE
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS  (4A-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
003 MEMPHIS o=
, Emclosed for Mobile are two eopies sach of a letter
dated %/4/754 from GLEN BALLEW; & diagram enclosed in the
letter) and the enveldpe bdearing BALLEV's return address,

You wtil aote that in the enclosed letter BALLEW
confesses to the murder of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING,JR.

BEARL
MOBILE OFFICK_

ATMT, VERNON, ALA,

Identify GLEN BALLEV and determine his mental
stability, it being noted his return address is a hospital,
the name of which is fllegible,

w- (Bnos.e8)
is

Jﬁ;b@
i —]

MAY 2 4 1974 |
FBI-MOBILE %
| (.
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

InKing Death|

MEMPHIS. (AP). = The ¥BI
| agent “who directed thz?ilnvestia
gation “into -the murder of Dr.
Martin - Luther . King " Jr. said
Stinday ‘the facts ‘of the case

don’t lsnd themselyes to “‘gran-
diose thegries” of a conspiracy.’|
3t was 3. relatively simple

thing, Robeft G. Jensem,
Mow head of security for an in-
ternational motel trm,..-“A man
was killed,~A man’ was caught,
1 Taay waye, it was like any|
thet” case, but the stature -
King gave it a lot more public.
ity - the usual case.” -~
Robert . Livingston,. attorney
for James Ear] Ray, said Fri-
'day that he has'been in-period-
ic contact since March with a
representative of the. “men who
actually carried out the: slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.”
Describing -a t‘conspiracy”’
behind the April 4 '1968, shoot-
ing of Kn:lg in ‘Memiphis, Liv.
ingston said the intermediary is
s immunity from prose-
}cution . for the slaying con-
spirators, who want to . testify
“in_ revemge” ' against . *‘four:
Seuthern gentlémen’* ‘who hired
them, not Ray, to il King. -
/According. = 1o Livingston,
eight men .were - involyed :in
King's  death, with Ray as the
“pafsy,” - He said Ray wa$
«,.just. a’ gullibletype sort of
fellow, easily infiuenced and
|led around, He had never been
a ,m%lixépowered criminal all his
life, Just penny ante stuff...”
“If he (Livingsten) ‘has ;some-

thing, more . power to him™
'said Jensen, adding that he had
nat- - read Livingston's: claims
because :there was “‘no_particu~

1af Teason for me ie read them.

oped. were made ‘public.” Jen-|
'sen said,. “Muny  people don’t|

want to accept what  th xfiets
are becausé in many ihstances,
they ‘don't fend themselves to
grandoise- theories. But e had-
to go with what facts we had.
heories and suppositions don't
hold up in court.” - Lo
Jensen. described ‘the imvesti-
gation as a. “‘good cate, 1
worked,” well handled. ‘I'm ‘sat:
jsfied with the resuits.” - -
It is “‘probably true;” Jemsen |
said, ‘that. King’s slaying - was.
one of the most thoroughly in
vestigated murders in .criminal

history, . o
~“There is little -doubt that if
was an extensive and -in-depth |
investigation,” he said, It was|
worldwide, involying - the coop-
eration of Canadian authorities,
the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, Scotlaad  yard and’
many, many others. We explor-
ed every angle and the only |
thing is that when the case de-
veloped, we could find no evi-
dence. of such a thing (a con-
‘$piracy).” o
When the FBI had compiled
the facts, he said, “a represdi-
tative of the attorney general’s
office  followzd through and
rechecked the material. )
“The case was analyzed and
it will. vcontinued to De
analyzed,” he said. I don't
think. History buffs have 'ever
put to vest ihe story. of Lincoln
and John Wilkss ‘Booth.
“Fifteen . years. from - now
people will ask the same ques:
tions, but my personal opinion
now Hes with the rublic record.:
1 s have - np- personal . theorieg
twhatsoever that differ with the
record of the case.”

==
e

-

I <N
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(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

P14 Dothan Eagle
Dothan, Ala.

Date: 5/28/74

Edition:
Author:
Editor:

Titte: MARTIN LUTHER

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office: MO

[:I Being Investigated
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SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) GL/’H
|

!
H

SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) (RUC)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS

Re Memphis airtel to Mobile, 5/20/74.

On 6/14/74, LEWIS BYRD, Administrative Assistant,
Searcy Hospital, Mount Vexrnon, Alabama, advised that GLEN
BALLEW has been a mental patient at this hospital om at
least seven occasions. He was last admitted 10/16/73 after
he was acgquitted on an appeal of 2 life sentence he received
for first degree murder, The appeil wag obtained as it was
determined that BALLEW was insane. BYRD advised that BALLEW
suffers from paranoid schizophrenia and 2 recent evaluation
by doctors indicated he was in bad mental health and is &
prolific letter-writer, writing letters to the President of the
U, S., the local PD, ¥BI and DICK TRACY. In view of BALLEW's
mental comiition, he was not interviewed. It is not felt
that it is logical that any further investigation should be
conducted in this matter,

2. = Memphis

/1 )= Mobile
GR:mb

(3
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

. S~ —

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

N

- King letter | |-

— 7-F
S MOBILE REGISTER
S MOBILE, ALABAMA

: “BY LAWRENCE L. KNUTSON = R
Associated press Writer st
WASHINGTON (AP) — A top FBI official testified !
Wednesday there was ndlegal justification for the 25
Separate attempts by the bureau in the 1960s to dis- . -
credit the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as a civil, .
rights leader.” - . . - : e R
James B. Adams,: associate deputy. FBI director, - i
told the Senate Intelligenée Committée there is “‘no |
statutory basis or- justification’ for the attempts -
which. included sending King and his wife an
; anonymous letter which King took as a suggestion he
* commit: suicide. B A B
Adams sqid, however, he believes the FBL was ,

justified:. in ; investigating King because of the ‘5
possibility”that Comminist influences, were being '
brought to bear on him and on the civil Tights'’ Date: 11/20/75
movement. B a - Edition:,
He siid hé ean find no basis for King's conclusion Author: LIURSDAY MORNING

* that the FBI-prepared letter and the tape rec¢ording -
that aceompanied it suggested King'kill himself. But - Editor:
he acknowledged under questioning that ifiterys: Title: M agrin bLuthew Kinj

- pretation-is “a possibility.”" R

I certainly wonld say it was improper and Lean!t ..

justify its being prepared.or sent,”” Adams said. - .

The letter read in part: *King, there is only one¥ Character:
thing left for you to do. You know whatitis. . . You or ;
are done. There is~but one way-out for you.” Classtiication: | 5 -2(3 ah

Submitting Office:

|:l Being Investigated

1570 2627 S

“SEARCHID o TNDEXED,
SERIALIZ \ED
NOV 251975
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In addluon to.the letter, the committee on T esday

..~made publi¢ evidence that the FBl installed a total of
16 electronic bugs and eight wiretaps on King and

promoted a candldate — still umdentlfled — to suc- 7

ceed him as a ‘‘national Negro leader.”

Adams said the wiretaps were authonzed by then-
Atty. Gen. Robert F.-Kennedy.

Later, committee staff members sand the FBI had *
]uStlfled the bugs-under what it-considered to be its

. general investigative aithority.

Staff members said Kennedy and his brother, then-
President,John F. Kennedy, told King at one point
that continued FBI interest in his activities arose out
of a fear or a suspicion that he was being influenced
by someone the bureau felt was subversive.

Chairman Frark Church, D-Idaho, said that when
the New York field office issued a memo saying that

~ the person was ‘not theught to have Communist

leanings; ' it: was told emphatically by FBI head-
quarters in-Washington' that it was wrong.

A directive from the late FBI Director J. Edgar ;
Hoover’s office said the bureau did not agree with the

finding that the investigation should be dropped.
While there was no evidence that the person was not,
a Communist, ‘‘neither is there any evidence that he
is anh»Commumst ” the directive said.

. Adams testified that the bureau’s controve‘rsial _

Cointelpro activities, which were halted in 1971, "

began with an. effort to “neutrahze the Commumst ’

varty in the United States.

He:said the FBI never asked any attorney general *
..or any-one ‘else for authority for the programs, which
wge later-expanded to include so-called New Left, -
whitg’ hate,: black: %—:volutlonary and other groups

- including the womeps’ liberation movement.<

-~

~ . S A“ e o d
—-—ﬁ-;-hpn-—— —— e -
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ﬁ&lﬁiiﬁi°@?129/7é'map

‘-Fsom DI? "CTOR (1% !@567@)
MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. 3UDED AUGUST 9, xsvs

~ FO® IﬂyqémAgzbw'op wgcxplﬂurs THE ATTORV Y'GENERaLfXA
HAS ORDERED A STVITY OF THEJFBI'SJINQESTI”ATIOQ OF ﬁaérxa',
LQTHER‘KWG.- ASSIENED TO CO%JDUCT THI QF'VIEU Is A usw Fﬂgm«’
WORKING UNDER DIRECTION OF TH?‘@FFI@E 0F DQOFFSSIONAL
quoovsrngxTv (OPR) OF THE DEPARTWENT OF J JSTIU_.*'TH”

‘&TTO‘:{!‘\? LY G“\V‘?AL HaS I?‘EDIC‘ATED TH;. F?!:VIEE;? ’IS TO QFSO?Vr‘ YH“";

FOLLOWING FOU® ONESTIONS: (1) WAS THE FBI’IJUESTIG@TI0N OF
KTHETS ASSASSTYATION THOROUGH AND HONEST? (2) IS THFRVLA@Yt

EVIDENCT THE FSI wAS INVOLVED I3 :Hg ASSASSTIATION?  (3) IS

CTHEAE ANY WEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO THE,ATT?MTIQNVQQ_Iﬂf
DEPARTMENT caw.~ﬂx i THE‘QSSASSIMATION?' (49“ DOES THE -

'-‘h

RELATIONSHIP RWTuz,w»rHE'BuREAU AND KING. CALL FOR'CRIMINAL

PROST CYTIO szsciBLImAéY PROCET DTMGS OR OTHE -Aysggpézarg;,
" acTION? ' - N
THIS REVITY IS A CONTINU, F o "PARTIAL" REVIEW" RECENT
A ' ! :
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. DIRECTION .OF nSSISTANT 4 . sTANLzYIFOIT1§GER*, ALL PF%SO%&

HF TQSK FORCE A AUTHOQIZWD TOTAB ACCESS TO OUR

PE.TQIMIM” TO %IN S QSSASSISATIOM,;OUR INTSLLIGENC” IMVFSTI—:

'@,TIQN‘QF KIMG AND anY*FILgs'gELAIINe TO 3ASIS FCR TH: Jﬂ*j”
1 V~%TIGATTD"S.J“THI; vaL quLunv vov R PAGES OF com umxcar"eg

7 cowT INTNG IDFNTITIES oF somy FR 1_5 UPqu AND INFORMANTS wHo
ot YERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBDL NUMBERS AT THAT TIME AND INDI”IDUALQ

yHO. TXPRESSED 07 IMPLIED CONFIDTNTIALITY. }
TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HaS REVIEWED FSIHQ AND. FO szrs

| CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KIfe ”APTIOM¢D "HURKIN,
au‘u,a_F1L5,44-33261, TASK FORCT MEMBERS HAVE TRAUELFD T0

MWPHI , MILWAUXEE, KANSAS CITY, OMAHA, SAN FRANGTSCO AND

LosS ANG?LE AND DVVI*W“D MUIRK TN ﬁﬁn INTELLIGENCE: INVE STIGATION
FILES OFiTHOSE OFFICES. FUTUQ” TR&V”L 2y ThE TASK FOGRCE IS

PLANNTD FOR ATLANTA, azpwrwaﬂaw CHA”‘OTTF, CHICAGO, NEW ORLEANS,

HEY YORX, SPRINGFIELD AND ST. LOUIS. |
AFTTR ABOVE TRAVEL 1S COMPLETED AND KING PELATED SECURITY
T F3IHR #RT BRVIEYSD, THT TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE

MAJORITY OF § TRIALS. IN OUR FILES RELATING TO THE KING IMVFCTI-

M&TIOP .  HOWZVER, QIVC@ IT IS THV’GOAL OF TH TASV FORC? TO :
A ’DEVIF” KI%G RFLATED FILES IM vv RY FIELD OFFIPC, IT YILL 3”’ Hjx7

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



" NECESSARY. T0 FORWARD XEROX. COPT
FRICES. rq\,sxxg_ﬁoa REVITY,

RS OF 'FILES FROM THE REMATH

© THEREFORE, ALL RECIPIENTS WITH'E XCFPTxov oF raosﬁ;aﬁrxca
NAMED ABOVF, FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XZROX COPY QF‘EACH.SERIALVGONf
TAINED TV YOUR KING ASSASSINATION FILE CAPTIONED "MURKIN,
IS REQUESTED THIS MATERIAL BE PROGESSED AND MAILED TO RwAc'

PRIOR TO AUGUST 9, 1976. THIS MATERTAL SHOULQ BE SENT BY
GISTERED MAIL, ATTENTIOW NEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR IwGRAM,
IWTELLIPFNCW DIVISION, , R
IF MURKIN FILES CONTAIN ANY pqnfnenAPHs, wxyzaxfs’oglainz

ITE?‘;S,{#’HICH CANNOT BT XEROXE D A 3RIEF WESCRIPTION OF FAC"I ITE’%“

AND IT3 LOCATION SHOULD 3E SET “OPTH 1“ YOUD communicarlows
‘TRANSMIETIHG.THE NOCHMENTS TO FBIH@ : g ‘ ‘

SUBSEQUENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE [SSUED COHCSRNING‘EUEMISSiOV
OF COPIZS OF OUR INTELLIGENCS IVVhMTIEATI | OF ‘ING AND RELATED

SECURITY FILES.*.OFFICES.TOVBE YISITED IN THE FUTURE BY TaSK
FORCE PTRSONNEL WILL ALSO BE FURNISHED APPROPPIA;é INSTRUCTIONS
8Y STPARATE COMMUNICATION. o B
END. |

an ..
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MbGTIm vnIH k) xrusj’j#ﬁ;'annsa AUGTST 9, 1974.

RERUTEL TO ALL SACS JULY 2%, 1976, ° A

o,

FUR

g

HE?‘DISCUSSIGQSSQITg’THE DE] APTMCuT oF JUSTIC tASQB*
FOSCE HAS PR snwv““~1m THE'FoﬂLowlwc CHAMGV ?EGADDIM ,“.‘ u
REPROD ”CTION OF FIFLD OFFICE SERI@LS'IM THE %URKIN?INV?STi- N
- GATION, S OUTLIMED s REFERENCED TELETYPE. | o L
| . IT-“LL BE NICESSARY ONLY TO XEROX THE FIéST'PAGE'OF A&? G
vTQT’DCU??'vENT\ 19 Yous Mnm'{m FILF IF A CODY OF THAT.  DOCUMENT AA
| REEN SIRWITITD TO F9IHO. THIS WILL I“CLUD? BOTH DOCU”EN s
o?zélwgflwe'lw YOu® OFFICE AND THOSE RECTIVED FROM 0THE r:znaﬁwa;,
DIVISIONS, éwy socﬁnsnws 1 Your MEQKIQ FILE, COPIE g oF AR

WYTCH HAUZ §OT 3TN SUBMITTED TO FRIHO MIST BE R PPO“UC?D N

v

THEI® ZNTIRETY gmn-FomwﬂpaFn TO FRIMO. . - L

1T IS'N;T?ﬁ HﬁT THIS FIRSZ PAGE SYQULD CONTAIN. T”" FI“LD“Z

gFFIOE SERIAL Y 0aNER THAT TUE DTPARTNENT . cav >
MAXE A COMPLETE CHPONOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING:OF EACH FIELD] oo
OFFICE SERIAL

1 }’1
e
(o]

AC¥ FQ R FGbH TELS‘

F31. M0 wGL- -CL3‘~

(543%'

ot
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8/3/76

AIRTEL AXRMATL

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)
{Attention: Deputy Assistant Director INGRAM,
Intelligence Division)

PROM:  SAC, MOBILE (100-1472)

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTBER KING, JR.
BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976

Re Bureau teletypes to all 8iCs, 7/29 ad 30/76.

Submitted under separate cover by registered mail,
Attention: Deputy Assistant Director INGRAM, Intelligence
Division, is xeroxed copy of each serial in Mobile file captioned
"MURKIN." (MoFile 157-2627; BuFile 44-38861)

The file submitted consists of complete Mobile file
as follows:

1) 1-A file

2) Sub-fila 1 captioned "MURKIN -~ STOLEN CARS"
3) Sub-file 2 captioned "MURKIN -~ COST DATA"
4) Volume I containing Serials 1 throungh 205

4 -~ Bureau
(1 - Package ~ Registered MNail
Attention: Deputy Assistant Director INGRAM,
Intelligence Division)
2 - 100-106670
1 -~ 44-3886)

2 had mb’.lQ ) ! A
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5)
6)
7
8)
9)
10)
11)

Volume II containing Serials 206 through 275
Volume III containing Serials 276 through 350
Volume IV containing Serials 351 through 400
Volume V containing Serials 401 through 496
Volume VI containing Serials 497 through 597
Volume VII containing Serials 598 through 649
Volume VIII containing Serials 650 through 664
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3

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

- . TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING S

Wlfe Of Retlred Police
Conflrms Husband’s Offer

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
The wife of a -retired

Louisville police officer

confirmed today that her
husband told Rep. Gene
nyder, R-Ky., that he was
ered $500,000 on two
zcctgslorlné ?/(xllgr ?artm
uther Kin
- Mary Banr(/ 44,.said her
husband, Chfton./who is out
of town and unavailable for
comment, told Snyder of an
offer he said was made by
members of the Louisville
Police 'Department
several FBI agents.
-She said her husband 50,

and

rem‘ed from the Louisville

Police Department several.

years ago after 27 years
service.

“He told me about this
when 1 first married him,
se\irden years ago,” Mrs. Baird
sa

She said she beheves onhe
reason he came forward a
second time with the
allegation was because “he
wants to know why someone
asked him” to kill the eivil
rights leader, who was
assassinated in- Memphis,
Tenn., in 1968.

“It sure has been on his
mind,” Mrs. Baird said. ‘‘He
said it just %t to bothering
him and at’s why he

contacted Mr. Snyder.”

She said her ‘husband,
before contacting Snyder,
told one of James Earl Ray’s
attorneys of the alleged plot.
She said her husband was
“discourage’ after he told
the attorney.

Ray is serving 99 years in-

g(nson for the slaymg of
: Snyder, who disclosed last

week that he had heard from .

man who claimed
knowled%e of a plot to kill
ng, used to divulge the

man’s name. .
‘Mrs.  'Baird: - said her
husband told her: ‘“he was
offered $500,000 to kill” King
and that “he didn't ap-
preciate it.
“I can’t say any more; but

. he’s just .not that type of
' person,”’ she said.

Asked why her husband
thousht he was asked, Mrs.
Baird responded: ““That’s the
$64 question, he wants to
know . why someone asked
him.,”

She refused to dwulge the
name of the private security
agency for  which her
husband works but said he
was out of town on business
unrelated to his allegation of
the plot.

I cannot reveal the name
(of - the security agency),”
she said. “That would reveal
everything.”

The Kentucky Post first

named Baird as the man who
reported the alleged plot to
Snyder.
- Mrs. Baird said shé had no
idea how “her husband wyas
identified as the man who
made the allegation but that
she was glad it is out in the
open now.

“I'm not upset,” she saxd

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Date: I

Edition: S‘, /:,‘,!///37

Author:

Editor: /" 7/77
Title:
" 3 sz Y
“yt had to come out sooner or
later. §omebody leaked it hacton
She said her husband “has or
defimtely told me he was the Cloon i ioations
one’’ who made the

Submxttlnq Offlce
Yo

D Being Invesugated

statements about the alleged . . fﬂ {" 3
plSnyder said earlier this

week he had met the man

“fgee to face”. and was

convinced he was a

érational” man. In fact,

Snyder said he changed his

SEARCHED __ ¢, INDEXED ____.___-‘
SERIALIZED AFILED i ———
mind about voting to extend

financing for the House ; MAR 291877

Select Committee’ on
Assassmahons solely

because of his conversation re1-MOBI |
with theman. =~ < -~ ‘

A\

\
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3/30/77

AIRTEL AIRMAIL ~ REGISTERED
70: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)
SUBJECT: MURKIN -~ /(/7_ 94

MU )50 26277

003 MEMPHIS

ReBHairtel, 3/21/77.

On 3/30/77, Major EMMETT DIXON, Alabama Highway
Patrol (AHP), Montgomery, Alabama, advised that an AHP trooper
had an informant who had besen in contact with a MORRIS DAVIS,
Birmingham, Alabama. DAVIS related information to the informant
concerning a conspiracy to kill MARTIN LUTHER XING which
involved FRANK LIBERTO and DR. GUS PROSCH. DAVIS indicated
to the trooper's informant that the iaformation had been related
to the FBI, but apparently no action was taken.

Major DIXON was advised that the Birmingham Office had
been in contact with MORRIS DAVIS on several occasions, had taken
all information in the possession of DAVIS, and had furnished
this information to FBIHQ and interested offices. DIXON was
advised that Birmingham is positive that the FBIHQ had furnished
DAVIS' information to interestad congressional committees, as
DAVIS had stated that a representative of the House of
Representatives Coomittee had been in contact with him.

The above is set forth for information of PBIHQ and
Mobile. As Birmingham has had numerous contacts with DAVIS,
he will not be gontacted at this time; howsver, Birmingham will
gontinuc to disseminate any pertinent information volunteered
y DAVIS.

Bureau
dy- Mobile (Info) /5 7 Ao 2 7-—’ éé?
1l -~ Memphis (44-1987) (Info) SEARCHED mmzx
1 - New Orleans {(Info) SERIALIZED %uﬂ) :;%:
1l - Birmingham
ALD :hss A oaer 11977 »

(6) A
o FBI—MOBIL’E\ <
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Mobile, Alabama
June 3, 1977

JAMES EARL RAY:
DR. MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. -
VICTIM ,

Set forth hereinafter is an interview form reflecting
information furnished by James P. Dalton at Montgomery, Alabama,
concerning captioned matter.

/5752é2f?

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the PRI. It is the property of the FBYI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be diagggggta&
outside your agency.

N
N \ N {

2 - Bureau ~ /\{}&" i M
2 - Memphis (44-1987) I <;v¥%?
)V

(1)- Mobile (157-2627) (C) !
v

hsgitid

o
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FD-302.(REV. 11-27-70} /\; r‘)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of 'ronscriptionw

JANMES P. DALTON, Field Investigator, Alabama
Department of Pensions and Securities, mm sumber
$32-5953, voluntarily appeared at the office
e ion tecal Bucosn of Ixvestipation, and 2
. 3

, He had bean smployed as an investigatory repoxrtex
by Station WAAY-TV, w +« Alabams, from June, 1970
umm.u:e&:ummmmmm
CULPEPPER, name legally changed during
19751»&.“. mhyﬁum“m ate

an isvestigatoxy WEKAB-TV, Montgomery.,
m. from Jualy, 1974 until Ouly, 197%.

Duriag his emp with WAAY-TV, Huntaville,
he developed informaton latesr led him to balieve
was the possible motive beahind the assassination of Dx.
NARTIN LOTHER KING, JR. at Memphis, Tennesses during 1968.
Be had no personal knowledge concerning this matter, and
it was stxictly comnjecture on his paxt, but he wanted to
furnish it to the sppropriate authorities for considera~
tion and possible investigation if deomed necessary.

Duriag 1971, the sanitation workers of the city
of Funteville became involved in a strike to cbtain an
hourly wage increase. Approximately two days after the
strike started, JOE DAVIS, Mayor of Huntsville, negotiated
contract with American Disposal, Inc., a local company
headed by GEORGE MC WHIRTER, to handle the pickup
and disposal on a temporary basis in Hun lle duxing the
pexiod of the strike. MC WHIRTER was reported to have
been formerly comnected with MeWhirter Matarials
Inc., Atlanta, Georgila, M&hmmw\d&
another company located in Dallas or Houmston, Texas, which
was also in the garbage disposal business.

The strike at Huntsville lasted adbout three months
with numerous acts of vioclence committed during the period by

imerviewed on___GARISFP o MONPOOMRRE,—ALABMA ——F'° ¢ —H0—157~2627——

b GA—DAN-O~— STBPHENS ——ddw— Date dictated____g 3 gy —

2

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBl and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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2

individuals sympathetic with or opposed to the strike. Infor-
mation was developed by DALTON indicating the strike was
prolonged at the instigation of MC WHIRTER with the knowledge
of Mayor DAVIS, in order to maintain the lucrative contract
with the city, and that some of the acts of vioclence and
vandalisne were actually encouraged by MC WHIRTER as a nmeans
of prolonging the strike. Information was alsoc developed
indicating that Mayor DAVIS had possibly received a pay-off
from MC WHIRTER and his associates for the contract. Due to
NC WHIRTER's out~of-State connections, it was believed by
mi.:'w that he possibly had some involvement with organized
crime.

DALTON was unable to axpose his findings because
his employer feared some type of repercussion might resalt
and is reporting all this information was suppressed.

He was unable to develop any positive information
concerning MC WHIRTER's possible connection with any known
organized crime figures.

Since a similar situation existed in Memphis,
Tennesses during 1968, which resulted in the appearance of
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. there on behalf of the
Somthern Christian lLeadership Conference to promote non-
vioclence and effect a peaceful settlement of the strike,
thus winning increased support of the black sanitation
workers, the possibility existed that he was killed for or
by individunals supporting some private concarn that was
handling the city garbage disposal at the time, or sttempting
to obtain a private contract for this service, and would
therefore bhenefit from a prolonged violence ridden strike.

DALTON had no information of a specific nature
concerning this matter. He did not know 1f any private
garbage removal firm was handling the garbage pickup in
Nemphis during the strike, nor did he know of any concern
which was attespting to negotiate with the city of Memphis
for this business. He had developed no information indicating
that MC WHIRTER or any of his associates were operating in
Memphis during this period, and he could furnish no other
information which would support his theory in this regard.

3
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fie displayed an article, however, which he claimed
appeared in the “National Inguirer”, dated May 31, 1977,
wvhich reported that WILLIAM SOMMERSETT, Miami, Florida Union
organizer, had claimed that he had overheard a conversation
betwesn unidentified members of the Sanitation Workexs Union
and the Longshorsmens Union in Washington, D. C. on April 1,
1968, wherein a statewent was made by one of the individuvals
when discussing the labor situation in Memphis during that
time, that if Reverend MARTIN LUTHER XING returned to
Memphis “we don't have any alternative but to kill him"
because his activities in Memphis at the time were harming
labor's cause. Article further stated that SOMMERSETT had
reported this information to the Miami Police Department
authorities and that it had been referred by that agency to
the Faderal Bureau of Investigation. Article further stated
that SOMMERSETT claiwed he had overheard this conversation
while in Washington attending a meeting of the Mational
Labor Relations Board on April 1, 1968.

DALTON could furnish no additional information
concerning this matter, nor could he furnish anymore informa-
tion supporting his belief that Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING
was possibly killad for individuals having an interest in
prolonging ths labor strike of the sanitation workers at
Memphis, Tennessee during that period. He stated he had
maintained a file on the information developed by him through
his iavestigation comncerning MC WHIRTER's involvament with
HMayor JOER DAVIS during the strike of the sanitation workers
in Buntsville, Alabama during 1971, and would make it avail-
able for further review if needed.

4%
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FD-365 (Rev. 11-27-74)
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Date: W |
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T it the following i !

ransmi © following in (Type in plaintext or cﬁ;) ﬁ‘

Vig AIRTEL AXRMAIL !

(Precedence) j
________________________________________________ F I

To: Director, FBI {(44=~38861) ATTENTION:

X CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION

From:  SAC, MORYLE (1572627} (C) [] CRIMINAL SECTION

(] INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
Subject: MEREIN

BJCR ([ EL [DIH [JCRA-64

(JPA [COPE [—OPF [JE
(JDAMV [ DAMV-FR [ CAA

[1AP [ IWFC [JCWAA [ FI
(JEID [ Bomb Threats [] Extremist Matters

(] White Hate [] Black
Summary of Complaint:

. gatery )
during 1571, suggested MARYIN LUTERR XING, JR. may have
mnm.mamzmzmhmmum
ammuummnm.mmmm
1968, mm&mmmzumm
g:;mzm.mmmnmmmusm

INDICES: (X Negative [ ] See Summary
ACTION: UACB:

-~ Mobile (] Limited investigation instituted

{¢4-1987) (1 Report being submitted
(Enc. 2) (] Preliminary investigation inst\fited % /g
‘%-'Z,QJ‘

Approved: Sent M  Pekisa

X ] GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION

No further action being taken and O’M/
5 [XJ LHM enclosed C USA
2 ~ Bureau(¥na.4) (] FD-376 (Enc. to LHM) [ Secref Service
2 ~ Nemphis (] LHM being submitted _

B e

2EL7-E7f

% (1 Investigation continuing
s (JW\ ] Gocnalinod W

Special Agent in Charge
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription June 3, 1977

JAMES P. DALTON, Field Investigator, Alabama
Department of Pensions and Securities, telephone number
832~5953, voluntarily appeared at the Montgomery Office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and advised as
follows:

He had been employed as an investigatory reporter
by Station WAAY-TV, Huntsville, Alabama, from June, 1970
to November, 1971. At that time his name was JAMES DALTON
CULPEPPER, but he had his name legally changed during
1975 to the one currently being used. He was also employed
as an investigatory reporter by Station WKAB-TV, Montgomery,
Alabama, from July, 1974 until July, 1975.

During his employment with WAAY-TV, Huntsville,
he developed informaton which later led him to believe
was the possible motive behind the assassination of Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. at Memphis, Tennessee during 1968.
He had no personal knowledge concerning this matter, and
it was strictly conjecture on his part, but he wanted to
furnish it to the appropriate authorities for considera-
tion and possible investigation if deemed necessary.

During 1971, the sanitation workers of the city
of Huntsville became involved in a strike to obtain an
hourly wage increase. Approximately two days after the
strike started, JOE DAVIS, Mayor of Huntsville, negotiated
contract with American Disposal, Inc., a local company
headed by GEORGE MC WHIRTER, to handle the garbage pickup
and disposal on a temporary basis in Huntsville during the
period of the strike. MC WHIRTER was reported to have
been formerly connected with McWhirter Materials Handling,
Inc., Atlanta, Georgia, and this company had merged with
another company located in Dallas or Houston, Texas, which
was also in the garbage disposal business.

The strike at Huntsville lasted about three months
with numerous acts of violence committed during the period by

iterviewed on__5/31/11 o1 MONTGOMERY fie # MO 157-2627— 672~
by__ SA DAN O. STEPHENS .ddm Date dictoted 6/1/11

R

This document confains. neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBLand is loaned to your agency;
it and its. contents. are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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individuals sympathetic with or opposed to the strike. Infor-
mation was developed by DALTON indicating the strike was
prolonged at the instigation of MC WHIRTER with the knowledge
of Mayor DAVIS, in order to maintain the lucrative contract
with the city, and that some of the acts of violence and
vandalism were actually encouraged by MC WHIRTER as a means
of prolonging the strike. Information was also developed
indicating that Mayor DAVIS had possibly received a pay-off
from MC WHIRTER and his associates for the contract. Due to
MC WHIRTER's out-of-State connections, it was believed by
DALTON that he possibly had some involvement with organized
crime.

DALTON was unable to expose his findings because
his employer feared some type of repercussion might result
and is reporting all this information was suppressed.

He was unable to develop any positive information
concerning MC WHIRTER's possible connection with any known
organized crime figures.

Since a similar situation existed in Memphis,
Tennessee during 1968, which resulted in the appearance of
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. there on behalf of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference to promote non-
violence and effect a peaceful settlement of the strike,
thus winning increased support of the black sanitation
workers, the possibility existed that he was killed for or
by individuals supporting some private concern that was
handling the city garbage disposal at the time, or attempting
to obtain a private contract for this service, and would
therefore benefit from a prolonged violence ridden strike.

DALTON had no information of a specific nature
concerning this matter. He did not know if any private
garbage removal firm was handling the garbage pickup in
Memphis during the strike, nor did he know of any concern
which was attempting to negotiate with the city of Memphis
for this business. He had developed no information indicating
that MC WHIRTER or any of his associates were operating in
Memphis during this period, and he could furnish no other
information which would support his theory in this regard.
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He displayed an article, however, which he claimed
appeared in the "National Inquirer", dated May 31, 1977,
which reported that WILLIAM SOMMERSETT, Miami, Florida Union
organizer, had claimed that he had overheard a conversation
between unidentified members of the Sanitation Workers Union
and the Longshoremens Union in Washington, D. C. on April 1,
1968, wherein a statement was made by one of the individuals
when discussing the labor situation in Memphis during that
time, that if Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING returned to
Memphis "we don't have any alternative but to kill him"
because his activities in Memphis at the time were harming
labor's cause. Article further stated that SOMMERSETT had
reported this information to the Miami Police Department
authorities and that it had been referred by that agency to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Article further stated
that SOMMERSETT claimed he had overheard this conversation
while in Washington attending a meeting of the National
Labor Relations Board on April 1, 1968.

DALTON could furnish no additional information
concerning this matter, nor could he furnish anymore informa-
tion supporting his belief that Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING
was possibly killed for individuals having an interest in
prolonging the labor strike of the sanitation workers at
Memphis, Tennessee during that period. He stated he had
maintained a file on the information developed by him through
his investigation concerning MC WHIRTER's involvement with
Mayor JOE DAVIS during the strike of the sanitation workers
in Huntsville, Alabama during 1971, and would make it avail-
able for further review if needed.

jw
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DIRECTOR, FBI 10/10/78

SAC, MOBILE 6/’, }é >'7

MURKIN - I

The following information is set forth for the
information of the Bureau as Mobile does not know to what
extent it is pertinent to the assassination hearings
presently taking place in Congress:

JAMES [CUNNINGHAN, Executive Vice President,
Alabama Hotel a Motel Association, 660 Adams Street,
HMontgomery, Alabgma, telephone 263-3407, advised SSRA
ROBERT L. FRYE of\ the Montgomery Resident Agency that
he had received a\letter from JAMES EARL RAY, the con-
victed assassin of\Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, regquesting
information relative to records maintained by hotels and
motels in Alabama. RAY was specifically interested in
the dates of March 30 and 31, but he did not specify what
vear he was concerned with or specifically what he de-
sired from the records. RAY was interested in determining
information from records of motels in the Decatur, Alabama,
area,

CUNNINGHAM stated the nature of this inquiry
concerned whether or not motels were required to main~
tain records of registrations by name for a certain number
of years in order to substantiate tax status. He stated
this inquiry also was made to the National Hotel and Motel
Association,

CUNNINGHAM pointed out that this inquiry would
have to be replied to in the negative as he knows of no
records a motel has to maintain for tax purposes in
respect to individual registrations.

No further action being taken on the above, and
information furnished to the Bureau only to advise of in-
quiry by JAMES EARL RAY.
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