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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. . - Date April 16, 1968
. CHARLES ELWIN STONE, 584 Orchard Drive, Memphis, -
N Tennessee, was interviewed at. the Number Two Engine House,
Memphis ?1re Department, 474 South Main Street. STONE .advised
that he is 2 member of ‘the Memphis Fire Department, and has been
in this empioyment for the past three years. He stated that he was
On duty at/ the Firehouse on April 4, 1968, and was a witness
to the shiioting of DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, .He stated that at
approximgitely 6:00 p.m. on- that date, he was in the rear locker
room of fhe: Fire Department, and was looking out the back
window crass the street to the motel where DR, KING was staying.
He ad’gised |that DR. KING was standing on the balcony outside

¥

-oﬁrnis hotel room, and was talking to another individual below
//};ne_balcony. STONE stated that there was another man standing to

/ the right of DR, KING, and a number of other individuals located
7 in the courtyard directly beiow the hotel room of DR, KING,

///, STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual
below him, & shot rang out, and DR, KING fell over backwards.,
STONE stated that he was stunned for a few seconds, and after
realizing what had happened, ran inside to the center of the
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DR, KING
had been shot., At first the officers thought that STONE was
joking, but one of the other firemen came rushing in saying.the
same thing. At that instance, all of the police officers
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that at approximately
ten seconds later, he went out the side door of the Fire Department,
and proceeded towards Mulberry Street, the street on which .

DR, KING's motel was located. STONE stated there was mass
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had
happened, and the only ones he saw on the street at that time
were the police officers who were converging on the area, STONE
stated that he did not notice any white man in the area
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual
wearing a white hood. STONE stated that after a few minutes,

he walked to the front of the Firehouse, but stated that he did
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity.
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STONE also advised that he did not notice & Mustang of N
that type near the Firehouse at any time during that day. R

: - STONE stated that with him-in the locker room ‘&t th@
time of ‘the shooting were Liéutepant LOENNEKE and Fireman KIXG,
both members of the Fire Department, and a Negro .police - "
officer, Officer:RICHMOND, &TONE stated that all of these
indiv;duals were-watching the hotel room at the time DR| KING
was sh@ﬁ ‘and a2ll saw the actual shggtzng.. STONE stated that.

t

from the saund of the shot, he thought it came from the parklug vf' .

lot located north of the %ire Department, but tha$ it c@uld ',
have @een slightly further north. '

STONE advxsed that he was unable to furnash any pesitlv@~f"

information concerning the ind1V1dua1 who fired ‘the shot klilzng
- DR, KXNG ' o 5

caee 4 RIS

ot
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date April 15, 1068

Mr, GEORGE W, \LOENNEKE, 1390 Smythe, Memphis,
Tennessee, was interviewgd at the Memphis Police Department,
and furnished the following information: %

LOENNEKE stated that he is a Lieutenant at the
Memphis Fire Department, and is regularly assigned to Fire
Station Number 2, located nt 474 South Main Street. He advised
that he was on duty at this location on April 4, 1968. LOENNEKE
stated that at approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date he was '
standing, looking through a peephole in a newspaper, which
had been placed over the window on the rear door of the fire
station. He stated that he was in the locker room at the
rear of the station, and with him was a Negro police officer,
Officer RICHMOND, and another fireman named WILLIAM KING. .

LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his .
locker, which was to the right of the window, Officer RICHMOND
called him and said, DR, KING is fixing to leave his hotel
room." LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to
let him look at KING, as LOENNEKE had not seen DR, KING for
approximately two years. While LOENNERKE was looking through the
peephole of the window, he saw DR, KING standing and leaning
against the rail, looking down to the parking lot, saying o
something to another Negro male. Individuals by the name of - .
BABY JESUS and Reverend BEVEL were gtanding to the extreime right
of DR. KING. LOENNEKE stated that as DR. KING turned slowly to
his left fo say something to the individual below was when the -
shot was fired. LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to him as
though DR, KING was looking at something or someone that' fired
the shot. LOENNEKE immediately turned to Police Officer RICHMOND,
and stated, "DR, KING has been shot.” He stated that Officer
RICHMOND went in a gtate of shock at the sound of this news,
and did not take any immediate action. ~

LOENNEKE stated that he then ran through the apparatus.
floor, telling other police officers that DR, KING had been shot.,.
He then went through the lumchroom o¢f the engine house telling
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the officers in that location that DR, KING had been shot,
All police officers, upon hearing the news that DR, KING had
been shot, immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in
all diregtions in order to surround the motel in which

DR. KING was staying.

[P . |

" LOENNEKE further advised that after he informed the
police officers that DR, KING had been shot, he went out the . L
front dooxr of the station onto Main Street, but did not ?
observe anyone running on Main Street or any pedestrian traffic
whatsoever. In addition, he stated that he did not see a white
Mustang on Main Street after the shooting nor did he heaxr the
sound of an automobile leaving in & hurried manner.

LOENNEKE stated that while he was looking through the
peephole, both before and immediately after DR, KING had been
shot, he did not see any person on Mulberry Street wearing a
light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated
that just prior to the time DR, KING was shot, two Negro females
were standing on the second floor balcony, a short distance from
DR. KING, LOENNEKE advised that at the time DR, KING was shot,
these women started hollering in excitement, and appeared to bhe
in a state of shock. He stated that both women, after realizing
what had happened, then. began to attempt to administer help
to DR, KING., He also advised that there was a white man, without
a suitcoat and wearing black horn-rimmed glasses, who approached
the body of DR, KING, and then left to obtain more towels, which
were being used to stop the blood coming from DR, KING's body,
LOENNEKE stated that he had seen this white man previously that
date with DR, KING, and assumed that he was in DR, KING's party.
Approximately thirty seconds after the shot had been fired,

a Negro male appeared on the balcony, and started taking !
photographs of DR, KING's body. LOENNEKE thought this odd at

the time because the individual made no attempt to assist

DR, KING, but was more concerned with the taking of the pictures,

LOENNEXKE further stated that at the time the shot was
fired, he saw only one man in the courtyard or parking lot
bepeath DR, KING's balcony, and this man he assumed was
DR, KING's personal chauffeur.

LOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledge, the
shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and
from a position which could not be seen from the window from which
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he was observing DR, KING. He stated that at no time did he
see a white male running from the area, and could furnish no

positive information concerning a possible suspect in this murder.

LOENNEKE advised that he was unable to furnish any
additional information at this time.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date . 4/15/68

Patrolmam BARNRY G, WRIGHT, M@mphls Police
Department, home address V264 Dunin Str@@t Memphis, Tennessee,
advised as follows:

On April 4, 1868, he was assigned to a Tact Unit
which is an emergency unit. That unit consists of 3 auto-
mobiles with four police officers in each automobile.

The automobiles consisted of both Hemphis Police Officers
and Shelby County Sheriff‘’s Office Deputies. During the
day of April 4, 1968, the members of that emergency squad
did change cars from time to time so that at different times
during the day he, himself, was riding with different

police officers. Th@y W@re d@ing this so that the members
of the Shelby County Sheriff‘'s Office did not feel that the
Memphis Police Department did not want to work with them.
Shortly before 6:00 PM, April 4, 1968, the 3 cars making up
the emergency squad or Tact Unit parked in the driveway

of the fire station at Main and E. Butler Streets. That fire
station is located south of the rooming house from which

the shot which killed Doector MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., was
‘believed to be fired. A fenced in parking lot is ‘located
-between the fire station and that building. The 3 vehicles
making up the emergency sguad were parked facing Main
Street. Two of th@ vehicles were side by side, and the
third vehicle was' dir@ctly behind one of the 2 cars which
faced onto Main Street. . :

He was sattlmg in the lounge of the fire station
at Main and E. Butler Streets shortly before 6:00 PM '
. reading a newspaper when he heard rattling of the plate
, glass window behind him. The lounge area of that fire
! station is on the south side of the building. He does not
recall hearing any shot but only the rattling of the plate
glass window,. and immediately thereafter the other members
in his emergency squad began running out of the north side :
of the fire station building. He ran out after them and
v on the outside of the building he was surprised to find

\ that th@ other m@mb@rs @f hi@ em@rg@n@y squad were running
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toward their emergency vehicles. He ran to Mulberry Street,
but did mnot c¢cross Mulberry Street as there is a high re-
taining wall at Mulberry Street. A4As he arrived at Mulberry
Street, other members of his emergency squad had gone beyond
the retaining wall, had crossed MHulberry Street, and were

at the Lorraine Motel. They were calling out that Doctor _
HARTIN LUTHER XING had been shot and the shot was believed o
to have come from an apartment or rooming house north of the
fire station. He themn ran back to the emergency vehicle
which he had previously been assigned to parked in the fire
station driveway facing Main Street, and as he got into

that vehicle, Patrolman E, E, DOU@LAS also got into the

unit with him, and Patrolman DOUGLAS immediateély began
putting out z radio broadcast that MARTIN LUTHER KENG

had been shot.

He does mot recall seeing any officer néhr Canipe ‘s
Amusement Center, 424 Main Street, at the time he and Patrolman
DOUGLAS got into their emergency unit. After Patrolman
DOUGLAS radioed the message that KING had been shot, they
then drove their emergency umit out onto Main Street but
instead of turning north toward the building’ where the shot
which hit Doctor KING was believed to have been fired, _
they turned south on Main Street, circled around ‘the fire station
-there, and drove onto Mulberry Str@eﬁ and im front of the '
Lorraine Motel. They stopped momentarily im front of the
Lorraine Motel on Mulberry Street and then proceeded on
down Mulberry Street to the next street which is Huling
Avenue, and they went west on Huling Avenue and around to
Main Street where they parked their emergency unit in front
of the building in which the shot which hit XKING was
believed to have been fired. He and Patroiman DOUGLAS got
out of that emergency unit and toock a position across the
street from that building on Main Street to watch for any
suspects who might come out of the building. He estimated
that it took he and Patrolman DOUGLAS fxrom 2 to 3 minutes
from the time Doctor KING was shot until they made that
circle around the block and came back to their position in
front of the building on Main Street.

He was dressed in dark blus tr@usérs, a royal blue
shirt, a dark blue tie, and a blue steel helmet. He does
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not recall anyone im the area who might be déscribed as

wearing a light colored upper garment, or wearing anything

which might resemble a hood. He does not recall any officers

in any of the positions along Main Street im front of that

building north of the fire station where he held a position ]
after the shooting. He does not recall Patrolman DOLLARHITE }
or any other officer running past U, 8. Fixtures moments after !
the shooting. -He does not recall seeing any officer mear o
Canipe’s Amusement Center, 424 Main Street, immediatdy after

the shooting. Since he and the other Mewmphis Police Officers

were interchanging cars and were switching off to ride

with members of the Shelby County Shewiff’s Office Deputies

in their 3 emergency vehicles, the only persons he can recall

28 being in the emergency vehicle which he was assigned to -

at the time of the shooting were Patrolman ¥, E, DOUGCLAS

and Lieutenant J, B, GHORMLEY,

e
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

pate _APril 15, 1968

WILLIAM BI HOP,KING, 1776 West Lloyd Circle, Memphis,
Tennessee, was interwiewed at the Central Police Headquarters,
and furnished the foliowing information:

KING advised he was regularly assigned to
Number 2 Fire Station, Main and Butler, Memphis, and that on
April 4, 1968, he had reported to work at 7:00 a.m,, and was
to work until 7:00 a.m., April 5, 1968. He advised that during
this work shift, two officers of the Memphis police force had
been on location in the fire station conductiprg a surveillance
of the KING party from a door to the rear of the fire station,

KING stated that he occasionally looked through holes
torn in a newspaper which was being used to cover the rear
door and to cover the surveilling officers during this period.

KING stated that he had been at the window observing for
approximately ten minutes at the time DR, XING was shot., He
advised that during this five or ten minute period that he
observed,DR., KING came out of his motel room, and stoed ~ '
on the balcony for approximately three minutes prior to the
time he was shot. He stated that an individual was standing
on the balcony with DR, KING, and that DR, KING appeared to be
talking to someone in the courtyard. At this time, KING heard what
sounded to be a shot, and he noted DR. KING fall on the balcony.
KING advised that he thought that it was a rifle shot because the
sound had a zinging tone to it. Immediately DR, KING fell,
confusion broke out in the motel. KING advised that he kept his
eyes on the balcoany, and did pot actually look around the area,
and that he, himself, was in a stunned state.. At this time,
gomeone else in the firehouse made the statement, '"Let me see,”
and he, KING, moved away from the door, and this person moved
to the door. KING could not identify this person, amd advised
that he moved back into the firechouse proper.

KING stated that at the time he was observing the
motel, that a Negro officer, a CHARLES STONE, and Lieutenant LOENNEKE
were also at the window. He stated that he could furnish no further
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names of individuals who might possibly have been observing
the motel at the time DR, XING was shot.

KING advised that he thought a shot came from his left,

and that at the time he heard the shot, that KING fell approximatelys

the same instant; however, KING stated he could not see any
buildings to the left of where he was standing nor could he see
the open lot to the left of the firehouse. KING advised that he
did not see anyone outside the building, other than those' persons
in the KING groap,prior to the shot. He also advised that
following the shot, he did not see any policeman or any other
individual in the street before he moved away from the w:mclow°

KING adV1sed that he could not identify any other
persons whom he had seen on the balcany either prior to or
following the shooting of DR, KING as he was not familiar with
these individuals by name. He does recall seeing a Negro woman
in the doorway of the motel room two doors down from the room
of DR, KING immediately after the shooting. He also recalled
that the individual standing by DR, KING at the time of the
shot was crawling around on the balcony attempting to aid:

DR. KING. He advised that his view was restricted to-either
side, and that.bécause of the manner in which the holes’were placed
in the newspaper, he could only see straight ahead to the motel,

KING could furnish po further information concerning
individuals who might have been in or around the motel at
the time of the shooting, and could furnish no information
concerning any automobiles cutside the fire station as he had
not gone out of the station immediately following the shooting.

¢
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Date _ 4/15/68

Patrolman WILDEAM E, GROSS, Memphis Police Depairtment,
home address 4728 Tutwilgr, Hemphis, advised as follows:

On April 4, 1968, he was assigned to one of 3 .
emergency units which make up what is called a Tact Unit for
controlling any disturbances which might occur in Memphis.
Those 3 emergency units are made up of 4 men,each of both
Memphis Police Officers and Deputies of the Shelby County
Sheriff's Office. During the day of April 4, 1968, the men
assigned to those units changed from one car to the other.
For that reasomn, he does not recall who was in the emergency
vehicle with him during the late aftermoon of April 4, 1968,
except Patrolman BILI, DU FOUR (phonetic).

Shortly before 6:00 PM, April 4, 1968, the 3
emergency units parked at the fire station at Main and
E. Butler Streets, Memphis, so that they might take a rest
break. Since hig wife had just gotten out of the hospital,
he went to the telephone in the fire statiom to call and see
how she was feeling, as the other men were taking their rest
break. That fire station is located south of a building
on Main Street in which a shot which killed Doctor KING is
believed to have been fired. Between the fire statiom and .
that building is a fenced in parking lot with a gate in fromt.

As he was talking with his wife, he saw the other
men in his emergency unit began running out of the fire
station. He doss not recall hearing any shot, but he knew
something was wrong and he immediately told his wife hehad
to leave and would call her later. He ran out of the fire
station after the other men and turned east once ocutside the

fire station, and he ran toward Mulberry Street and the Lorraine
Hotel. Since a high retaining wall is located at Mulberry
Strect, he never crossed that retaining wall or Mulberry
Street, but when he arrived at that point some of the other
police officers who had crossed Mulberry and who were at the
Lorraine Motel called out that Docter KING had beem shot and
they believed the shot had come from the building north of
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the fire station. He ran back through that passageway
which is between the fire station and the fenced in

lot just north of the fire station to Main Street. When

he arrived at Main Street, he recalls there were 2 Memphis
Police Officers and also a Deputy Sheriff already on Main
Street im front of the building where the shot was believed
to have been fired from, however, he cannot identify either
of those 3 officers., He took up 8 position in front of
Canipe Amusement Center at 424 S, Main Street, Memphis. He
actually stood on Main Street in front of that doorway.
After he took up his position, he recalls seeing a satchel
and a rifle in the doorway in front of him. Those items
were lying on what appeared to be a green piece of cloth
material which appeared to be a blanket or bedspread. He
did not touch any of that material, nor did he go near it,
but he did watch it from his position.

Shortly efter he took up his position, which was
within 2 or 3 minutes after he received the report that Doctor
KING had been shot, he remained at that spot until the in-
vestigation was completed. Immediately after he took his
position, 2 other members of the emergency squad came to the
parking ilot, which was between the building in which he was
then standing and the fire station. Those officers went into
that parking lot and searched it thoroughly for anvone who
might be hiding therein, inciuding a clump of bushes located
at the back of the parking lot at the retaining wall., After
they found no one hiding in that area, they came out, locked
the gate on the parking lot, and the 2 men stood there to
guard that gate,

After he had stood at his position for a short
time, an individual, who apparently was the operator of
Canipe Amusement Center, came out and informed him that he
had been ordered to the Memphis Police Station to make a report
of what he had seen. He informed that individual that he
ceould not leave the area until he (GROSS) had cleaved it with
his superior officer. After he cleaved it with his supsrior
officer, he told the individual to go ahead. That man then
got into bhis pick-up truck which was parked on Main Street
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between the buildimg'he was standing in froat of and the fire
gtation and drove away, apparently to the police station.

A GRUSS advised that he observed Inspector N, E,

ZACHARY, Memphis Police Department Homicide Squad, and

another officer of the Homicide Squad, name unknown, come

to the area and collected the satchel, rifle, and greemn

cloth material which he had been standing im front of. He

noted they did not touch any of those items, but used hand- N
kerchiefs to pick it up. They placed the rifle and the . A
satchel in the green cloth material, then they picked up !

the green c¢loth containing the oth@r items and took it all *
to police headquarters. GROSS observed this from a distanca :
of approximately 10 to 156 feet. _ . A

. On Apwril 4, 1968, he was wearing dark blue tr@uaers,
a r@yal blue shirt, a dark blue tie, and a blue steel helmet.
He does mot recall anyone in the area who might have been
wearing an upper garment which might be described as -
white or light colored, and who was wearing an item of cloth- #
ing which might be described as a hood. He does not recall :
seeing Patrolman DOLLAHITE or any @th@r police officew
running on Main Street near. the U, 8,  Fixtures, office
moments after the shooting. : .

He advi%@d wn@n the 3 @m@ﬁg@ncy uni@& parked by the :
five station shortly before 6:00 PM, April 4, 1968, they parked
in the fire station driveway facing the uni&s towamd south
Main Street. Two @m@rg@ﬂ@y units were parked side by side
and the third unit was parked directly behind one of the front
two, ‘He surmised that if the person who shot Doctor KING
had fired the shot from the building north of the fire
station on Main Street, and that individual bad then run
out of the builldilig onto Main Street and had “tirned south on
Hain Street, the first thing that individual would have seen
would have b@@m 3 police cars in the driveway of the fire
ptation. Although those 3 emergency police vehicles were
unmanned , he feels that is possibly what mappened in this
instance and that is why the suspecet dropped the rifle,
satchel and green cloth blanket or bedspread, which was in
Lront of the Canipe Amuw@m@mt Center at 424 S. Main Str@et.
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Mr, CHABLES HARDY HUBLEY, Advertising Layout
Department , National Food \Company, 1797 South Florida -
- Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee :Eumished the following 1nforution-

‘ Mr, HURERY said ‘that he parked his car. a little -
gouth of the Canipe Amuseument Company, 424 South Main Street 9
Memphis, Tennessee, at 4:45 p,m,, on April 4, 1968, He said”
-that his car was facing in a northerly direction and was Co
. immediately behind a white Mustang vehicle of an unknown year, L
¢ which was immediately in front of the Canipe Amusement Company,

. BURLEY said he saw one white male in the Mustang car but could
:» furnish no physical description of the man as it was too dark.:
W in the man's car to enable him to get a good look at the man,

‘¥r, HURLEY stated that he looked at the license plate of the
Mustang and believed it to be an Arkansas license with the:

_ first two letters being “AL," Mr, HURLEY said he ‘could ‘not.

. be positive of the two letters "AL" on the license, but he

beli,eved tuese letters did appear on the li,cense.

' C Mr, WY said that bhe could furnish no furthor o
: informat ion regarding the white Mustang and its lone occupant
.28 he, Mr, HURLEY, drove away at 4:48 p,m, on April 4, 1968,
'and the ‘man was sti.ll in the car when;he 1e:tt.
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~Date __4/5/68

g PEGGY HURLEY, customer services, Seabrook

Wallpaper Company, 1 south Main Street, Memphis, advised
that at about 4:45 pi., April 4, 1968, one of the girls in
the front showroom called to her and told her that her husgband
was waiting on the street from her. Upon hearing this she went
to the showroom and told the girl that was not her husband's
white Falcon but it was a white Mustang., A few minuteg later -
Mrs. HURLEY stated that her husband did pull up in their white
Falgon and parked behind the white Mustang which was’ parked in
front of Canipe's Amusements directly across the street. , She left
work, crossed the street and proceeded home with her husband.
She sazd that when they arrived home they heard on the news that.
'MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot at the Lorraine Hotel, and that
the suspect had gotten away in a while Mystang. She said that she
and ‘her husband began to talk about the white Mustang which was

~ parked right in front of her ‘husband's - car when he picked her
‘up on Main Street. She said her husband told her that he noticed
that this Mustang had Arkansas license plates on it. He also
said that he noticed a white man sitting in- the Mustang. He: said
he was wearing what appeared to be a dark suit. - Mrs. HURLEY
‘stated she did remember a man sitting in the car when she left
work, but she could not determine what kind of c¢lothes 'he was
wearing or what color hair he had.
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ELIZABETH CORELAND, customer servzcesgxﬁeabroek &g

Wallpaper Company, 421 Squth Maim Street, Memp is; ‘advised! that. ﬁ ‘3’
at ‘about 4:45 PeM., April 4, 1968, she saw a white car pull up
and park across ‘the street. She said. that she called to PEGGY
HURLEY to'tell her that her husband Yad arrived as he usually -
did at this time daily° When PEGGY came to the front shawroom“v’
'she looked out the window and told her, ELIZABETH COPEIAND, - A
that the car across the street was not her husband!s: Falobn but was a
Mustang., .She stated she looked again at the car and saw" there was a

- white man with dark hair sitting in‘the driver's.seat. She added .
that she believed the man was wearing a dark colored coat. Mrs.
COPEIAND stated Mrs. HURLEY's husband pulled up in a few minuytes '
and then proceeded to leave with his wife., At 5320 Mrs, COPELARB';
stated that her husband who noxrmally picked her up daily attémpted’:
to park across the streety but the curb was completely filled witHﬁ~;i
vehicles. and he had to double park next to the white car which.:
she thought was a Mustang. She said when her husband arrived she
left work, crossed thé street and dot in her husband's car and
left for home. She advised when she went to get in her husband's
car she noticed that there was no one sitting in the white Mustang,
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Mrs. FRANCE§ B. THOMPSON, Bookkeeper, Seabrook Wall
Paper Company, 421 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised
that she finished woxrk onp April 4, 1968, at approximately 4:30
p.m,, and was in the company showroom at the front of the store
waiting for her daughter° She said that at about 4:30 or 4:45
p.m., she saw a white automobide drive up and park across the
street from her in front of. Canipe's Amusement Company, 424 ‘South
Main Street, Mrs. THOMPSON said she thought the car belonged »
to PEGGY HURLEY's husband and that he had come to get PEGGY; however,
PEGGY looked and said that this car was a Mustang and that Mr, HURLEY
would be driving a Falcon° '

 Mrs. THOMPSON sald that her daughter picked her up at
approximately 4:45 p.m., and the two of them le £t the area. She
said that when she left at 4:45 p.m., there was a white male
sitting in the front seat of the white Mustang,- Mrs. THOMPSON "y
was unable to furnish any other 1nformatlonAconcern1ng this ‘
individual, :
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: BAVIB HARR SQN OHENS,=credit Manager, SQabrook-ﬁ’ ' -f“_‘”
: Wallpaper Company, 421\South Main Stxeet, Memphis, advise ""hat H e
on April 4, 1968, in the afternoon, he was working in th wareheuse IR
at the rear of thé store. He stated that at.6:00 p.m., Re wbnt
to leave the building in order to go home and he natieed that
there were politémen everywhere. and there was a great deal Gf
, aoise in the street° . -

He saié he saw a lot of pollcemen in frdnt of the doorway
at Canipe 8 Amusement Company - ‘and he assumed that £here had been
a robbery at Canipe's Amusement Company. . He stateéd that he saw. -
several policemen looking down at an object which was- lying on
the sidewalk in front of the doorway at Canipéts: Amusement - '
Company and it appeared to be a large canvas object.about twelve

. inches high and five feet long.. Mr., OWENS said that the’ object .

. reminded him of a large mailbag. Heé said 'that when he’ went

to leave the store with My, COOKSY and Mr., HOLT, they were
questioned by policemena and were givgn permlssion to leave the
area, which they dido : ‘ _
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1 ' - Date —__4/15/68

Mr. GEORGE ROWIAND HARDING, Room 3, 386% south
Main Street, advised that he is unemployed and that he is
living at this rooming house at the present time. Mr.
HARDING stated that on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, he went
to Jim's Grill located at 418 South Main and ordered a bowl
of chili and a quart of beer.

3
i
i
i

‘ He further stated that he sat in the last booth
with a person by the name of HAROLD PARKER who works for
Yellow Cab.

Mr. HARDING stated,hé was in the grill when a police

officer came to the door and instructed everyone to stay in the

grill. He said he learned later that MARTIN LUTHER KING had
been shot. He said he feels certain he heard a shot, but did
riot realize it was a gun that was fired at that time.

Mr. HARDING explained that he had been sleeping
most of the day and when he awoke he was hungry.. He said he
had been drinking heavily before he went to sleep and, therefore,
was not too alert when he walked down to Jim's Grill., He stated
he does not recall seeing any cars on the street either being
driven or parked and does not recall seeing any people on the
street before he entered Jim's Grill. Mr. HARDING advised he
cannot furnish any additional information concerning the activities
that took place in the immediate vicinity of Jlm s Grill at
the time MARTIN LU’I‘HER KING was shot.
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Date 4/15/68

Mr. ROBERT D, ELER, 908 Emery Street, Memphis,
advised that he is employed as a driver of a lift truck for :
M., E, Carter, 415 South Front Street, Memphis. _ i

Mr. WHEELER advised that he got off work at 5:00
p.m., and walked to Jim’s Grill located at 418 South Main %
Street, Memphis. He stated that prior to going to Jim's ‘
Grill hewas waitingonthe -orner of South Front Street and Huling
Street to get a ride home. He said that when he was unable
to get a ride he started walking down the east side of South
Main Street. Mr. WHEELER stated that when he was almost in
front of Jim's Grill he was told by someone, probably a Memphis
Policemanor a Deputy Sheriff, to go inside of .J‘:.m 8 Grill and -
stay there and then the door was locked.

He said he was walking alone and was not aware of any
activity in the immediate area at that time. He said some time
after entering Jim’s Grill he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING
had been shot. Mr. WHEELER stated he did not hear the shot and’
he did not see anyone running, walking or carrying anything in
the immediate area. He said he does not recall any cars parked
in the immediate area and does not recall seeing any car drive
away while he was walking down South Main Street from the
intersection of Huling and South Ma;n to Jim's Grill.

Mr. WHEELER advised he cannot furnish any additional -
information concerning any activity that took place in that
immediate area at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot.

Mr. WHEELER said the above activity took place on
April 4, 1968
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Date — 4/15/68

Mr. FRANKLIN WILSON RAY, JR;, 3639 Allendale Road,
Memphis, advised he is epployed as a salesman by the Tayloe
Paper Company, 420 South ¥ront Street, Memphis. :

Mr. RAY advised he left work approxlmately 5:30 p. Mo,
~on April 4, 1968, and walked alone directly to Jim's Grill
located at 418 South Main, Memphis. He stated he walked, east
on Huling Street toward South Main and when he reached t
corner of Huling and South Main he walked diagonally across
the street to Jim’s Grill. He stated he does not recall
walking past any cars other than STEVE CUPPLES' 1959 white
Chevrolet which was parked across the street from Jim's Grill.
He said he recalls there was a line of white cars parked at
" the curb near the entrance to Jim's Grill.

He said he was not aware of any -activity in the
neighborhood and that he was playing pinball machine and shuffle-
board machine when a deputy sheriff came to the door and -
advised that no one was to leave until further notice. - He
said shortly thereafter an individual who he believed to be
with the police department came to the dadt, requested that -
each one put their name and address on a sheet of paper
and it was at that time he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING
had been shot. He said he does not recall looking out
the window while playing the pinball machine and shuffleboard
machine, but as soon as the deputysheriff entered he recalls’
looking out the window and saw y;h\gggPLES' 1959 Chevrolet
parked across the street and JIMMY\WALKER’s white Fairlane,

Ford parked just south of the “éntrahce of Jim's Grill. He
added he also saw JOWERS® Cadillac parked dlrectly in front
of the entrance of Jim's Grill.

Mr.MRAY stated he was concentrating on playing the
pinball machine and shuffleboard machine and was not aware
of any activity in the immediate neighborhood. He said it was
not until sometime later that he learned MARTIN LUTHER KING . . %
had been shot. He stated he did not hear the shot and cannot
furnish any information concernzng the activity in the neighborhood
such as people walklng or running, cars parked or being driven or

b'(-.LVJ.T—Y P X
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Date 4/7/68

1

ROSIE LEE DABNEY, waitress, Jim's Grill, 418 South
Main Street, Memphis, advised that omn April 4, 1968 she came
on duty at about '3:00 p.m. She stated that everything seemed
normal up until about 6:00 p.m. when she heard that a shooting_
had occurred. She added that she saw nothing out of the
ordinary, and could provide no further information.

:gg;;\:
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Date _APFil 15, 1968

Lot . }
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¢
1.

Mr. HAROLD\E. PARKER, 1054 Meada Street, Memphis,
Tennessee, advised he\is employed as a driver for Yellow Cab
Company, 581 South Secynd Street, Memphis, Tennessee ,éﬁ,ﬁ,u

Mr. PARKER advised he got off of work at apﬁroximately
4:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968. He stated he left the cab he
was driving at the gas pump at approximately 4:00 p.m., checked
in with his day's proceedings, and then left in his 1959 white
four door Rambler; License Number, Shelby County AS 6131; which is
his peraanally @wned auto. He stated he drove this car to the
area of Jim's Grill, which is located at 418 South Main Street,
Memphis, Tennessee, Mr. PARKER stated that it is his estimate
that he arrived at approximately 4:15 to 4:20 p.m. &% Jim's - .
Grill. He comwented that when he arrived, he drove past the .-
Grill, and parked neaxr the intersection of Huling Street and
~South ¥ain Street., He said he does not recall what cars were
on the street at that time, but does recall specifically that
Hr, JOWERS'® Cadillac was parked almost directly inm front of
Jim's Grill.. He explained that Mr., JOWERS owns and operates '
Jim's Grill. M, PARKER stated he cannot recall what other
cars were on the street or what other carz were between his
1989 Rambley and JOWERS® white Cadillac, but believes that there -
was at least one, if not two, cars between his and JOWERS' car,
He stated he has no idea as ﬁ@ the color, make, or m@@al of the
cars between bis and JOWERS® car.,

Mr. PARKER stated he was in Jim's Grill haVing his'
evening meal of chili and beer. He said he was sitting in the
last booth in ﬁhe Grill with 2 person whose name he knows .as
GEORGE HARDING. “He stated he does not know HARDING's OGQupatxﬁn
or his address, but commented that HARDING frequents Jim's Grlli
guite regularly. Mr. PARKER added there were a2 number of -
people in the Grill during the entire time that he was there,
and that there were several young men playing the shuffieboard,
ping-~pong machine, and the jukebox. He said he was not aware cf'_
any act1v1ty outside of Jim's Grill until a Deputy Sheriff
entered Jim's Grill sometime after 6:00 p.m., and told everyone
in the Grill to remain there until they were advised they could leave,

S "v:' .
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Mr, PARKER stated he stayed in his booth the entire time,

and did not look out the window at any time until he left.

He said k& was not aware of what occurred out in the street,

and in- the immediate area until Mr. JOWERS asked him if he had
heard the shooting. He stated he told JOWERS he had not heard _
any shooting, and was shortly thereafter advised that MARTIN LUTHER
KING had been shot. He stated he definltely did not hear

any shot fired whlle he was in Jin's Grill.

Mr. PARKER stated he did not notice any new faces
in Jim's Grill while he was there, but commented the only:
individuval he actually knew was GEORGE HARDING, who shared the
booth with him. He said he knew there were a number of regular
customers in Jim's Grill, and these were young men who are employed
by the Tayloe Paper COmpany, but he is completely unfamlliar
with their names. 7
My, PARKER stated the only car he can remember on the
street in front of or in the immediate area of Jim's Grill
when he entered Jim's Grill was Mr. JOWERS' white Cadillac, .
He stated he cannot recall any individual or individuals either
walking or rumning in the immediate area of Jim's Grill when
he entered to have his meal., He stated he can furnish no
information whatsoever concernlng the shooting of MARTIN LUTHER
KING on April 4, 1968. ; :
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Date April 15, 1968

Mr. JIMMIE RIGHARD SANDERS, 1687 Childers Street
(Frayser), Memphis, Tennesseeg, advised he is employed at
Wood Parts, Inc., 1590 Texas Street, Memphis, Tennessee,
Mr, SANDERS stated that on the evening of April 4, 1968, he
left his place of business at Wood Parts, Inc., at apprOX1mately
4:00 p.m., and took a bus to the Arcade Restaurant, located at
the corper of Calhpun Sireet and South Main Street, Memphls,
Tennessée, which i8 approximately one long block from Jim's
erl&&’*ocated at 418 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee,
My, SANDERS stated he walked from the intersection of South Main
Street and Calhoun Street to Jim's Grill, and arrived at

Jim's GEELl at approxxmately 5:00 p.m. He stated he was alone,

and entered Jim's Grill for his evening meal, He stated his
reason for eating at Jim's Grill was because he had rented a
room 2t 390% South Main Street for three or four days, which is
in the immediate area of Jim's Grill.

Mr. SANDERS stated he sat in a booth for a while
and at the counter for a while, ordered his evening meal, and
had several beers,

Mr. SANDERS advised that while he was eating his

meal, he recalls that at approximately 6;00 p.m., a Deputy Sheriff

came to the door of Jim's Grill and advised everyone in the
Grill to remain there until advised they could leave, He said
that at the time he had no idea as t0 why everyone was told to
stay. He said sometime later everyone in Jim's Grill learned

that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot that evening from somewhere

in the immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS stated he s
did not hear the shot that was fired that killed MARTIN LUTHER-
KING, and added he was not aware that KING was staying in the
immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS commented he did not
go to the window to look out after the Deputy Sheriff instructed
everyone to stay in the Grill.

Mr, SANDERS advised he was not aware of any cars or
people on the street when he walked from the intersection of

On

by.

Calhoun Street and South Main to Jim's Grill, He stated he is
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~  cgertain there were many cars both parked and being driven on
South Main. Street, and that there were likely many people _
walking in this area, but added he was not aware of any particular
individual or any partlcular car in this area, Mr, SANDERS
‘stated he cannot furnish any information whatsoever csoncerning the
~shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING, '
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© " YORK ARMS COMPANY o
#7162 S. MAIN STREET -
MEMPEIS, TENNESSEE

(This section of the report pertains to the
purchase of binoculars by the Unknown Subject
on April 4, 1968, at York Arms Company, and a
subsequent inquiry that was made in the
immediate vicinity of York Arms Company.)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. .
d 4

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date April &, 1888

4. Mr.. RALPH MBREDITH CARPBNTER’ 4%
‘Memphis: Tennessee,.:te phone 685~5618@ma<v1sed that he is a
v~¢ales:an at the York Arn ,1ocated»at“162 %outh Main
Street, Memohts S ‘

44,.01968,

u?'

/fother alcSmen 1n the store when an ind1v1dua1\enteredvand
suo%equently bought from hin ahpaxr “of - Bushnellkbinocular

ﬁiternoon. Mr

time and,.in- part
there were nxckeief
txme Mr-

A% d
%Latod that he bellevedwthese were s tOOnhlgh_prlced’for him," "
ang then Mr.” CARPENTER recalled thatmtgere might be a cheaper
pair of bxnocuTavs in¥the? W1ndow“and'advﬁsed the ipdividual
that he would find out, “Mr. - CARBENTER iheyeupon ‘went to
the display window in themfront of .the:sstore -and determined
that there was on display.a pair of Bushnell ‘binoculars
selling for $39.95. He brought these bznoculars ‘back to
the customer and explained. that they were. a-Japanese. Jimport
of better gquality, The individual seemed- to 1nducate that
he e}cher rocooniz»d the name or thai he agreed thai there

bxnooular “to hlS eyea and Jn
by Mr. CARPLNTE?
accepta ule e

Mr CARPLNTLR reca%ls thatw

. S
ins tructlons werezln the ‘Box}-a H§Mﬁ

On ’i/

by
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Just place theéem to the eyes and adjust the eye pieces., Mr.
CARPENTER recalls that he wrote on the box in which he
placed the binoculars the price $39.95 and the amount of
tax which was $1.60 and added the two figures for a total
of $41.55. He placed the sales slip and the box with the
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name
of York Arms on its side. 7The binoculars were in a leather
-or Similar type carrying case, The store does not record
or maintain serial numbers for these binoculars and it is

not known what, it any, serial number was on this particular
pair of binoculars.

Mr, CARPENTER stated that the binoculars were
Bushnell brand and were 7 by 35 sige,

Mr. CARPENTER described the customer as follows: .

Race: White

Sex: Male

- Age: 26 = 32 years

Height: 5 feet 11 inches

Weight: 160 poundeg to 175 pounds
Hair: Black or dark brown, neat,

combed straight back and not
parted. It was neither very
long nor shaggy.

Eyes: Color not recalled: no glasses
WOrn

Conplexion: Ruddy

Build: Medium

Scars and marks: None recalled

Regional accent: Nome noticed

Dress: Dark suit, not known whether

or not pants matched coat, but
recalls pants did not contrast
with coat; color of shoes not
known but not in sharp contrast
to other clothing; no hat worn;
white shirt with noticeably wide
space at the.collar, neat looking;
dark tie with light stripe which
covered entire tie, which was

~ tied in & long slender knot which

* did not fill the space between
the collar®; tie was noticeably
pulled to one side, not in keeping
with generally neat appearance of
customer; no jewelry remembered,

1i9
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. - Fagial characteristics;  Average fullness; nothing
L s . régarding the. ey@@sb nose,
- ears or .other features’
iow Y :'noticeable. ‘Customér ‘s
s .x . hands wereé neat, @h@ugh
;" .~ .. ;nothing outstandimg WaAs
ggn@ticed about thém..

SN M GARPENTER recalls that the individual r@&ch@d
into his rxght frent pants: pocket to get the noney- wifh which .
to pay:for:the bineculars.ggfhe ‘money wes not. in .a- billﬁ@lﬁ
or a3 money. eciip. The customer withdrew two $20 bills ‘from
2 roll which centained séveral other bills, at least two of
which Mr, CARPENTER believes were $20 bills, The customer
2iso took a.$1.00 bill from this roll and them reached imto
his other front pocket with .his left hand and secured two
guarters and a;nickel, making & total of $41.55 for: the
payment, - After purchasing the 'binocylars, the customer
wilked from the store and Mr. CARPENTER told him to “hurry
back"” or some similar parting statement, and the customer's
reply is not! recalled if -any -was:made, Mr. CARPENTERdees
ngﬁ know- which directi@n e @uﬁt@m@r t@@k aft@r leawing th@
8 or ; " o w

s MBesQ ves et re@all ever having'seem
this. imdivi@gal before in.the. st@m@ or elsewhere, but feels
relatiyely-certain that i@ hq se@s him again he w@uld be

g A

able to recognize ‘him,

- The cusﬁomer, thle in ﬁh@ store, did ‘not ask t@
gee any other ‘merchandisé"such as rifles or guns or’
ammunition of any kind, and m&d@ @@ inquiry at all c@m@@rming
any oﬁher mexghandise, L S oL R

Mr.‘c&RFENTER stat@d t&a@ when the @uﬁt@m@r @nt@r@é
 the store CARPENTER was neayr the fromnt of the store talking
to Mr. VERNON YORK. Further back im theé store he belisves
CHARLES GIBSON was near the cash register, and Mr. HUGH

BADDLEY, a clerk, was also somewhere in the stere. He b@liewe&-'

alse that pe@sibly Hr, CORDRA Y@RX JR,, may have beem im-
the store, but he does not knoy. wheﬁh@r or not any of these
individuals teok notice of the @uat@mero '

120

o e P e ot B s S i) Al
¢ l

m clatiadt

NS N

BN T O U R,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3 ® @

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64}
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Date ____4/16/68

SAC ROBERT G, JENSEN and SA RALPH J, LIEWER contacted
RALPH M, CARPENTER, an employee of York Arms Company, 162 South
Main Street, Memphis. Mr. CARPENTER was informed of the identity
of SAC JENSEN and he has previously been interviewed by SA LIEWER,
He was told we had am additiomal group of photographs we would
like him to view. He was told that no significance should be
attached to the sequence or arrangement the photographs might
be in when he saw them. These photographs were laid out, one
after another9 on the second floor away from by@tanders and other
employees in the York Arms Company.

CARPENTER spent at least twenty minutes reviewing
carefully each of the photographs. He expyressed some hesitation
for a time between a photograph of one RICBARD -SMITH and the
photograph of ERIC S, GALT. No names and n® identifying data
of any kind were furnished to CARPENTER in cinnection with his
study of these photographs. He did state in oomnection with a
photograph of SMITH that he thought this was a local Memphis boy
whom he might have seen. He turmed this photograph over and did
reject the photograph as mot being idemntical to th@ one to whom
he sold the binoculars,

He studied carefully for approximately five minutes
the photograph of ERIC S, GALT and made comments concerning the -
appearance of GALT, He stated the hair was gemerally similar
to the customer but thought it might be just a little bit longer

than when the customer had been in the store on April 4, He also -

said that he recalled the customer he waited on did not have

heavy, bushy eyebrows but they were more like the eyebrows in the ;

photograph of GALT, He also stated he had no recollection of
seeing GALT's teeth and thought he had a smile when he waited on
him. CARPENTER also said he had no independent recollection of
GALT's ears appearing as they did in the photograph, but he then
said he did not notice them particularly. He did furnish the

following statement regarding his identification of the photograph

of ERIC S, GALT:
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“April 16, 1968

“On April 16, 1968, I, Ralph M Carpenter was shown a group - '
of 5 photographs by Special Agent in Charge Robert G Jensen
and Special Agent Ralph J Liewsr, After careful study of
oach of these pictures I placed my name on the back of the
picture which I feel most resembled the man who bought &
set of binoculars from.me on April 4, 1968 at York Arms,
162 So. Main St., Memphis, Tennessee. 1 was not furnished
any names or amny descriptive data regarding any of the
photographs shown, . I was also told that no significance
should be attached to any sequence or arrangement that the

- photographs were shown to me, I did turn one photograph
over as I thought I recognized this to be a local Memphis
boy. I did not however recognize him as the person. to whom
I sold the binoculars. .

"*In choosing the photograph I was guided by my best recollec-.'
tion, I remember that the man who bought the binoculars
did not heve heavy eyebrows and were about medium like the
"ones in the photograph selected by me, I did not sell any
other binoculars on April 4, 1968 _

"My signature attests that I am in agreement with.
the information set forth on page One and page two of this,_;_
statement,

/s8/ Ralph M. Qarpenter

/s8/ Robert G Jemsen
SAC, FBI, Memphis
April 16 1968

/8/ Ralph J. Liewer
Special Agemt FBI
April 16, 1968"

It should be moted that the name “ERIC S, GALT"
was not furnished to CARPENTER, now.was he. in a position to .
read the name whern he signed the back of the photograph, His

concluding remarks, which were made at approximately 11:20 a.m., _]fA

4/16/68, were to the effect that, I domn't own a suit, I
suppose I will have to buy a suit so that I ¢an go to court, "
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Date __April 16, 1968

[

On April 16, 1968, a group of five photographs were shown .
to RALPH M. CARPENTER, an employee of York Arms, 162 South Main
Street, Memphis, Tennessee. The photographs that were shown to
hlm are those of: . '

JOHN EDWAR THOMAS, Memphis Police Department No. 32206.
THEODORE \JOHN .ADANK, FBI No. 3 871 080 o

CLINTON CGABLE GIBSON, Memphis Poiice Department.No.291467
ERIC GALT

ROBERT ;}Eggz SMITH, also known as Richard Smith, 493 Howard
Street, \Whitehaven, fgnnessee, USAF No. 14702464, date of

birth |
123
' 4/16/68 'Mémphis, Tennessee . Memphis 44-1987
On at — e : File # : : i
by SAC 5ROBERT G. JENSEN +ME Datevdlctated 4/16/68 :

This document coqtams neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to.,:.,

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

Weeee a-

[ —

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




L.

ME 44-1987
RJIL/acp
1 o

The following 1nvest1gation was conducted by
SA RALPH J. LIEWER and SA ROBERT W, GOODWIN at Memphis,
Tennessee, on April 5, 1968:

Mr. COR YORK, .y 1374 East Crestwood,
Memphis, Tennessee,\advised that he is one of the: owners
of the York Arms Company.at 162 South Main Street, Memphis,
anhd he does not recall seeing an individual come 1nto the
store in the gfternoon of.April 4, 1968, and purchase a
pair of binoculars irom Mr. RALPH CARPENTER, one of the
salesman at the store.

, Mr. YORK stated that any money taken from such a
customer -would by this time have been transferred to the
banking institution used by the store ,

Mr. YORK stated that the York Arms. Company -does
not handle the Remington Game Master model 760 rifle at
this time and has not handled it for the past two or three
years, He stated that the store has two other branches in
the city and he is certain that neither of these stores
has handled tbis particular. model of Remington rifle -in
the past several years; however, to make sure he would. contact
these stores and in the event. they had handled this gun
recently would immediately contact -the FBI.

Mx .- YORK advised that Mr. CHARLES GIBSON, a_

salesman for the store, is now out of the store and B
unavailable for interview, He stated Mr., VERNON YORK
has left for’ an extended f1shing tr1p in Florida. f .

- Mr. HUGH DDLEY 1537 North Parkway, Memphzs,
Tennessee, advised that he is 'a clerk in the York Arms
Company, 162 South Main Street. He advised that he
recalls that sometime on the afternoon of April 4, 1968,
salesman RALPH CARPENTER went to the store's display
window and brought back a pair of binoculars which Mr. *
BADDLEY believes CARPENTER eventually sold to a customer
at that time, Mr, BADDLEY stated that he does not recall
the customer and cannot describe him.
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4OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE
4115 HIGHWAY 51 S
WHITEHAVEN, TENNESSEE

(This investigation pertains to the purchase
of a Gilletteshaving kit, which was abandoned
‘by the Unknown Subject, and which was identi-
fied from the price sticker appearing thereon
as having come from the Oliver Rexall Drug
Store.) '
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Mrs. PEG BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone number
397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the:
Oliver Rexall Drugstore in Whitehaven. Mrs. -BURNS stated that
.she recalls se111ng a Gillette shaving kit, which was in a
clear plastic container, to a white man a little before noon
on April 3, 1968. She stated that this shaving kit contained
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream, hair tonic,
and deodorant, which is all manufactured by the Gillette Company,
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches
by six inches.

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came into the
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and
asked her for a razor, She said she pointed out where the
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area
of the store. She advised the white man walked down to this
area, and picked but the Gillette shaving kit, and brought it
back to the cash’'register, where¢ 'she was 1ocated Mrs.- BURNS said
she could not recall any other items which the white man” ,
purchased in her store. She could not recall how he paid. for
this purchase, and did not recall anything he said while ‘he was
paying for the item.

'Mfs, BURNS stated that she got the impression from the
white man's activities that he was a stranger in the area,. and
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store before.
She said she i sure that she has never seen him prior to the ~<ip*ic/
time he approached her, and she furnished the following descriptlov
for him: :

b4

Race: White

Age: .. 45
Height: 507%
Weight: - 165 pounds

Hair: Black - could not recall how
’ . he combed it or anything further
about his hair

Eves: - Color unknown
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Remarks: ' Had a friendly smile
Dress: Blue suit

No further descriptive information recalled; recalled
seeing no scars and marks. o

Mrs’. BUR&S said she got the impression that this
man was alone, and she believed he left the store by himself.
She advised she could recall no further information regarding

this man's description or his activities while he was in her
store.
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Date __4/12/68

Mrs, PEG Y BURNS, 4802 Rickard: goa oy
was interviewed at her re51dence, at which time she furnlshed
the following informagion: -

Mrs., BURRS stated that regarding the individual who
purchased a Gillette Travel Aid Razor Kit at the Oliver
Rexall Drugstore, where she is employed, she further remembered -
that this individual was wearing a dark blue suit, which appeared
to be a normal business suit. She believes that. when this
individual made the purchase, he alréeady had rioney ih his
hand when he approached the check-out counter. She could not
recall the denomination of a bill which he gave her, After
careful con31derat10n, she believed that he was between 35 and
45 years of age, and was approximately 5°'10" tall, To the best
of her: knowledge this individual came to theé store on
Wednesﬁay, April 3, 1968. She said she came to work on Tuesday,
April 2, 1968, at noon, apd is positive thls 1nd1V1dual did not
make the purchase on that date.

She does not recall recently selling one of these
Gillette Razor Kits for several weeks. She cannot recall making
a request for this item to be re-stocked on their shelf in the
check-out book, which is-maintained in the drugstore., She
stated this book is used for the purpose of replenishing stock
when a particular item runs low on a particular shelf, She
advised she did not work on Thursday, April 4, 1968, She does
not know which cash register in the store that she rang up the
sale on, but believes it was the front register because she had
given this individual directions when he first came into the
store, and at that time she was. at the front cash register: -
She believes there were three or four other customers in the store
who were total strangers to her,

She advised that durlng this particular week, they had
a one cent sale, which was. advertised in the "Whltehaven Press"
newspaper. As a result. of this sale, their volume of business
plcked up, and attracted .many people other than regular customers.
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To the best of herxr recollection, this individual
appeared to be an "office worker type,’ and appeared to be
a very average type individual. The suit he was wearing was
very neat, and looked to be very expensive, She noted that
while this-individual wids in the store, he did not hesitate
in that he obtained his purchase, paid her, and immediately
eft. '

Mrs. BURNS viewed the three artists' conceptions,
at which time she stated that none of these individuals were
familiar to her in any way, and does not believe that they

appeared to resemble the individual who made the purchase in any

way- : .
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Miss ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Manager, Rebel Motor
Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue,, advised that her records reflect
the following:

At 7:15 on April 3, 1968, ERIC S. GALT, 2608
Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered in room 34
and departed on April 4, He stated on his registration cawrd
that he was driving a Mustang bearing Alabama license 1w38993

Miss KELLY stated that the individual would have o
bad to have left the hotel by checkout time, which was 1:00 PM,
or his registration card would have reflected he was charged
for two days lodging instead of one day.

She further advised that her records reflect the
following: .

. Oon April 3, 1968, ANDY GAST, Route 6, Fremont,
Ohig, registered in Rocm 35 and de t@d on April 4, WILLIAM
HESTER, 109 Forest Avenue, Troy, A gbama, registered in’

Room 35 on April 4. Leonard E. Day, 5607 Highway 61 South,
Memphis, registered in Room 33 on April 3. L. N. PAGE,
1282 ﬂbb@ Road, Sheffield, Ohio, registered in Rogm 34 at
8:30 PH on April 4,

' Miss KELLY further advised that room numbers 33
and 35 are adjacent to Room 34, and that the only occupant
of room 34 since ERIC S, GALT ch@ck@d out was L., N, PAGE,

Miss KELLY stated that she could not remember
ERIC S, GALT, and in fact the only occupants of the hotel
which she ever became familiar with were the people who were
steady customers of the hotel. She stated that SARA LOV NGS.
would have cleaned the room immediately after GALT checked

out of the hotel.
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Miss KELLY made available ERIC S. GALT's registration
card to Special Agemt im Charge ROBERT G, JENSEN for submission
to the FBI laboratory. '
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Date _ 4/8/68 .

=

Miss ANNA CHRUSTINE KELLEY, owmer, The Rebel
Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Ténnessee, furnished the
following information:

Miss KELLEY stated that a check of her records
reflected no loss of any bedspreads similar to or idemtical
with the one left by the suspect on S. Main Street, Memphis,
Miss KRLLEY further advised that lher records fajled to
reflect the names HARVEY LOWHMEYER and JOHN WILLARD for the
dates March 15, 1968, to Apr 8, 1968. Miss KELLEY said
that her records reflected the fact that ERIC S. GALT, .
2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registeyed
April 3, 1968, and checked out April 4, 1968. Sheladvised
“that GALE was. driving a Mustang of unknown year and unknown
color and had the licemse number 138993,

Miss KELLEY said that a JERRY GOALSBY, Route 4,
Ripley, Mississippi, registered at her motel April 3, 1968
and checked ouk April 4, 1968. She stated that- GOALSBY
was. driving a Ford vehicle but did not know the year nor the e
’ color. - A A

: KELLEY advised she was unable 10 recall GALT or .
GOALSBY and could mot furmish a physical description.

Er .
I
'
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Date _4/12/68

Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel .
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue,|advised that she was on duty

on April 3, 1968 from 3:00 P¥ to 10:00 P¥M that day. She’

said she could not remember registering ERIC S, GALT in ‘
Room 34.om April 3, but upon reviewing GALT's registration
card, said that sh@ did register him in Room 34 at 7:15 PM ':5
on’ April 3.  She added she is sure of the time because as =
she registers a guest in the hotel she looks back at the clock
which is om the wall behind her and writes the:time on his.. -
registration card. This is done routinely because it is ac
-hotel policy to allow the guests 15 minutes from the time SR
 they register to decide if they still want the. hotel room. .

If within this time they decide that do mot want the hotel .
roon their money is refunded. She stated she.wrote the arrival
time as 7:15 PM on GALT's r@gi@ﬁrmﬁiom card.

She said that she could not remember' anytning
conceraing GALT, She could not describe ‘him @rtrem@mb@r Gy
what kind of car he was driving.

Mre. HAGEMASTER was shown an artist's conception
drawing drawn in Birmingham, Alabama, and said that the :
individual im the drawing was not.in any way familiar to h@ra.
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SARA LO N@S 3230 Democrat Road Memphis,, maid”
Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, was contacted at her
home and advised. t at she was on duty at the hotel on April 4,
She said that she went into Room 34 om April 4,,a£ter the
occupant had checked out of the hotel; so she could clean
the room. She stated that she could not remember what time
she went into the room, but she believes it to be in the
early part of the afternoon. She stated that nothing was
left in Room 34 by the occupant or she would have remembered
‘taking it ‘to the desk clerk. She added that she could not
remember ever seeing the occupant of Room 34, and she paid.
no attention to the cars that were park@d in th@ hotel lot.«

She was shown an artist’s conception @rawing whieh~
was drawn at Birmingham, Alabama, and she stated that ‘the.
zndividual in the drawing did not look familiar to her.
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Date . April 11, 1968

L

Mrs . SADIE MOORE, Maid, New Rebel Motor Hotel,
3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that she is
responsible for the seryice to the rooms on the east side
of the hotel, She stateéd that she very seldom notices people
who check into the east half of the hotel. She cannot remember
anything concerning the individual who checked into Room
Number 34 on the evening of April 3, 1968, and checked out
the following day. She further stated that she cannot -
remember seeing any Mustangs on April 3 or 4, 1968, and, in
fact, she is not familiar with the various makes of cars, and
pays no attention whatsoever to them or their license plates.
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- IVAN B, WEBB, 2560 Faxon, Desk Clerk, Rebel Motor
Hotel, 3466 Lamar, = as contacted at his place of employment
and advised the following° _

o : . He was on duty at the Rebel Motor Hotel from 10:00 PM
"April 3 1968, to 6:00 AM, April 4, 1968, He said that as .
a nightly routin@ he . tours the h@t@l grounds hourly for security
check. During his hourly tours om April 3 and 4, he noticed
a white Mustang with Alabama license plates park@@ in front
of Room 34, He added that he was positive that this Mustang
was parked in front of 34 whem he came on duty at 10:00
and it was there during each of his hourly rounds until 6:00
on April 4, 1968, when he was relieved by Mr. SAM HUDSON,
He stated that he never saw the occupant of Room 34 during
his shift.

-

On April 3 and 4, 1968, Mr. WEBB was shown artist's’
conception drawings drawn at Birmingham, Alabama, and Memphis,
Tennessee, and he stated that the drawing at Memphis looked
familiar to him but he could mot im any way idemntify any
individual from it.
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M. VICTOR DU&&AT‘E; owner , Rebel Motor Hotel,
3466 Lamar Avenue in Memphis. He advised that he is usually
in the hotel lobby from 1:00 PHM to 5:00 PM each day. He .
gtated that he was in the hotel on the afternocon of April 3
and 4, but he knew nothing of anyone who checked into Room 34
on April 3, 1968, He said that after a guest checks out
of a room the maids will go into the room that same day and

. clean it. They will empty all trash from the rooms into the
trash cans at the front of the hotel. Hse said that these .
cang were picked up by the sanitation department on April 7,
1968, '
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SADIE MC KAY, 853 Buntyn, Laundry Woman, Rebel
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, was contacted at
her place of employment and advised that she was not working
on April 3, 1968, She said she was working on April 4,
1968, at which time, as is her daily routine, she obtained
a 1list of all gyests that have checked out of the hotel from
the desk clerk.: She does this upon arriving at work at
about 8:00 in the morning so that she can enter the rooms
and strip the heds of their linens. She said that after
she strips allithe linens off the beds in the rooms, she
takes the line{ to the laundry room where she proceeds to
launder it. A} about 9:00 or 9:30 AM on April 4, she

- remembers knociiing on Room 34 to check and see if anyone was

still in the riom so she could strip the linemn from the
bed. When sha%knocked on the door a voice which sounded
like a male v?ﬁce:answered yes. She then retorted to this
and said she yas collecting the linen and would come back
later. She Jdnen went on to the other rooms in the hotel and
then~proc@gﬁéd to, the laundry room. She stated she never saw
the occupgit of Room 34. She added she could not remember
any specggic cars that were parked in front of Room 34 on

April 4,/1968, an;dfi_n.facit she never pays very much attention
to any ¢/ the cars at the hotel. She added thatgghe never

went inf> Room 34 on April 4, 1968, but SARA LOVINGS, who
was the/maid on duty that day would have gone into the room

to cle/m it.
i

"/%ﬁf She wasTéhoﬁn artist's conception drawings drawn
atlénphis, Tennessee, and Birmingham, Alabama, and stated
ggﬁt peither of the men in these 2 drawings looked familiar

/ﬁgb hey .’ |
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