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(13> ©NO 157-9836. "UNSUB, AKA BILL WILLIAMS; THREAT TO
KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING; FANNIE ADAMS ~ COMPLAINANT; RMY
(BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS IILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE
WHICH INCLUDES NO TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAFPHS
OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE FILE CONTAINS Nb SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS
OF ONE VOLUME OF SEVEN SLRIALS.

(l4) NO 157-10637. V"WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT; RM“‘
(BUFILE 157-8428) THIS FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE,

NONE O WHICH ARE TAPES, ELSUR LCGS OR TRANSCRIPT PHOTOGRAPHS |

{
OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THIS FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, ANDJ CONSISTS |
OF ONE VOLUME CONTAINING TWO SERTALS. M7V LOTUER  [dwe, T8 1S (Wbl

AS SugTECT
(15) NO 187-10673. "JAMES EARL RAY, AKAj; DR. MARTIN

LUTEER KING, JR. - VICTIM; CR - CONSPIRACY; UFAC - ROBBERY;
{MURKIN}" (BUFILE 44-38861) THIS FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE
CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH INCLUDES TAPES OR ZLSUR LOGS
OR TRAWSCRIPTS. THERE ARE 72 ITEMS IN THE EXHIBIT ENVELOPE,
MOST OF WHICH ARE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE QUBJELTEﬂAEm OTHER

INDIVIDUALS. THE BULKY EXHIBIT SECTION CONTAINS SIX ITEMS,

INCLUDING CONTENTS OF THE HOTEL ROOM OF A LOOK-ALIKE OF THE i

. Approved: Sent M Per
f Special Agernt in Charge

% Y. S, COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1963 © - 348080 {1Y)
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(Priority)

PAGE SEVEN NO 100-~-16800

SUBJECT, ALL OF WHICH WERE SUBMITTED FOR FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION.
THERE ARE THREE SUBFILES, WHICH INCLUDE NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS,
ORIGINALS OF FD-302'S AND INSERTS, AND COPIES OF FD-302'S AND
INSERTS MARKED FOR INDEXING. THE MAIN FILE CONSISTS OF 18
VOLUMES, TOTALING 1,308 SERIALS. THERE‘ARE 72 1-A EXHIBIT

ITEMS AND SIX BULKY EXHIBIT ITEMS IN ADDITION TO THE THREE
SUBFILES DESCRIBED ABOVE.

(16) NO 157-11617. "MARTIN LUTHER KING, CUT~OFF
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION; RM" (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS FILE
CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH CONSISTS OF
TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS.
THERE ARE NO SUBFILES, AND THIS FILE CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF
ONE SERIAL, AND WAS MADE A DEAD FILE FOR INDEXING PURPOSES.

(17) NO 157-11920. "MARTIN LUTHER KING ACTION ﬁOVEMENT;
INFORMATION CONCERNING" (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS FILE CONSISTS OF
ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE WHICH CONTAIN NO TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR
TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THERE ARE NO

SUBFILES, AND THE FILE CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF THREE SERIALS.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2 U. 8, GOVERNMINT PRINTING OFFICE : 1388 O - 348-080 {12}
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PAGE EIGHT NO 100-16800

{(18) ©NO 157-12101. "COMMEMORATION OF THE DEATH OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL &4, 1869; RM" (BUFILE 157-12709)

THE FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH ARE
TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BLUKY EXHIBITS.
THEREZ ARE NO SUBFILES TO THIS FILE, WHICH CONSISTS OF CONE VOLUME
OF 30 SERIALS.

(19) NO 157-13093. "SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL b, 1970; RM" (BUFILE UNKNOWN)
THIS FILE CONSISTS OF ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH
ARE TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTCGRAPHS OR BLUKY
EXHIBITS. THERE ARE NO SUBFILES, AND THIS FILE CONSISTS OF
ONE VOLUME OF FOUR SERIALS.

(20) NO 157-13947. V“DEMONSTRATION IN HONOR OF THE
BIRTHDAY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING; RM" (RUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS
FILE CONSISTS OF ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH ARE
TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY
EXHIBITS. THE FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS OF ONE-

VOLUME OF THREE SERIALS.

Approved: Sent M Per

9
[
¥ o

Special Agent i g
* p g nt n Chalge « U, S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1968 O - 346-090 (11)
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PAGE NINE NO 1900-16800

(21) NO 157-14301. '"DEMONSTRATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH
ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL 4,
1971; RM"™ (BUFILE UNKNOWN) TEIS FILE CONSISTS OF ROUTINE
CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH CONSISTS OF TAPES, ELSUR LOGS
OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE FILE
CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF TWO SERIALS.

(22) NO 44~5100. "MARCUS WAYNE CHENAULT, AXA; MRS.
MARTIN LUTHER KING,MSR., AXA - VICTIM; EDWARD BOYKINS - VICTIM;
JIMMIE MITCHELL - VICTIM; CR™ (BUFILE 44-60878) THIS FILE
CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICE ARE TAPES,
ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE 1-A ENVELOPE
CONTAINS A PHOTOGRAPH OF DINO BALITO. FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES,
AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF 12 SERIALS.

(23) NO 9-2868. MUNSUB, AKA CHARLES OTTO FOX; MRS. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. -~ VICTIM; EXTORTION" (BUFILE 9-58180)
THIS FILE CORSISTS OF ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE WHICH INCLUDES NO
TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS.
THE FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF

11 SERIALS.

Approved: : Sent M Per
Special ‘Agent in Charge

# U. §. COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1989 O - 345-080 {11)
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Both LATCH and FRANK LIBERTO were interviewed by
Memphis ¢n %/19/68, wherein both emphatically denied any
knowledge of the identify of the individual responsible for
KING's death,  They both failed te identify photograph of

JAMES EARL BAY. Both denied receiving any telephone eall on
B/4/88,

Phere is no Pemtchartrain Restaurant in New Orleans.

ﬁew ‘Orlearis telephone and city éire@tarins, New Orleans PD

.. ayrest records, and ecomplterized drivers' licenses for the State
of Louisiana operated by the lLoulsiana State Police, all failed

to refleet the name FRANK LIBERTO. :

A N@w Orleans is net ﬁméevtaklng any furthar
iﬂvastlgatlgn in this mattar, UACB.
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In Reply, Please Refer 1 December 12, 1975

File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Birmingham, Alabama

Yh-1740

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
CIVIL RIGHTS

On December 10, 1975, BH T-1, who has furnished
insufficient information to establish his reliability,
advised as Hollews:

Source furnished information regarding the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He does >
not know whether this information is reliable or not but
he first heard 1t several weeks before King was killed.
He got this information from an individual named Dr. Prosch
{phonetic). He said that Prosch showed him a rifle which
Prosch had in the trunk of his car and told him the gun
was to be used in a "big killing". Prosch said that the
rifle was obtained from Aeromarine Company, Birmingham.,

BH T-1 advised that after the assassination when
Prosch was drinking, Prosch told source that King's assassi-
nation had been set up by King's associates, namely Dr.
Abernathy, and that Proschis job was to obtain the weapon
to. be used in the murder. Prosch told source that James
Earl Ray was only a decoy in the fnurder. Prosch advised
that the man responsible for lining up the killer(s) of )
King was Frank LaBerto (phonetic), an underworld figure 4
in New Orleans, Louisiana and a friend of Prosch. LaBerto Vﬁﬂﬁ&w*'
allegedly received $265,000.00 for arranging King's murder
and went to Detroit the day King was killed. LaBerto runs-
a truck stop in New Orleans named The Lake Pontchartrain
Restaurant. Dr., Prosch used.to formerly spend a lot of
time at the Gulas Restaurant on Highway 78 East, Birmingham
and that after James Earl Ray's picture was published in
the newspaper, source said that he recognized Ray as an
individual who use to meet Prosch at the Gulas Restaurant

a couple of weeks before King was murdered,
157 <ok T3P

This document contains neither recommendations nor con-
clusions of the FBI., It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents o5
be “@fstrebuted outside your agency. SEAHCHED NDEXED

SERIALIZED ... FILED ___
DEC 151975

FBl — NEW ORLEANS
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ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

BH T-1 advised Prosch was a "gun nut" and that
he has been convicted by Federal authorities on a firearms
violation. ‘ .

BH T-1 advised that he has not told anyone about
this before because he did not think that any law enforce-
ment agency would "touch" it.

It s noted that the "Birmingham News" for April 22,
1971 carried an article captioned, "Dr. Prosch indicted on
gun charges”.. This article stated that Dr. Gus Joseph Prosch,
Jr. was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Birmingham on
three counts . of Federal gun control violations. He was
arrested at his home and charged with unregistered weapons
and was released on $10,000.00 bond.

On March 10, 1971, Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr. was
sentenced in Federal Court in Birmingham to five years in
custody of the Attorney CGeneral for illegal possession of
unregistered firearms. He was also sentenced to two cther
five year terms to run concurrently with the first count.

2%

R e — — -
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" FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

e

- Senate Testimeny

WASHINGTON (AP) — A top FBI official said today there was no
justitication for the bureau’s extensive campaign to destroy Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. as 3 leader of the civil rights movement.

__ However, Associate Deputy Director James B. Adams defended the bureau’s
. investigation of possible Communist influences on King and said that the late
Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy had requested and approved FBI wiretaps onthe

civil rights leader.

Testifying under oath before the Senate intelligence committee, Adams said
atotal of 25 schemes were directed at discrediting King for which there was “no

statutory basis or justification.”

Adams said the motive for the campaign against King “was known to (the late
FBI Director J. Edgar) Hoover and one top official,” but Adams refused to

reveal that motive.

“~—mvigence made public Tuesday | Ropkefeller not to meet with King,andan

- revealed that the FBI had wiretapped and
- bugged King, seat his wife an anonymous
letter which King took to be a suggestion
he commit suicide shortly before he wasto
receive the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize, and
sought to promote a successor to King as
the “national Negro leader.”

One document raised the possibility that
the FBI had been responsible for King’s
stay at the Memphis hotel where he was
shot and killed in April 1968.

Adams’ remark about Kennedy’s
approval of the wiretap did not apply to
the electronic bugs, and it remained
unclear who had approved the installation
of 16 such eavesdropping devices against
King. '

The'¥BI official told the commitiee that 2

"attempt to congipee.a major university.

which had awarded an honorary degree to

then-FBI director J. Edgar Hoover not to

make a similar presentation to King.
@hief counsels F. A. 0. Schwarz Il and
Curtis R. Smothers to%g the t‘:]pmmitteei g;g
campaign began with a January
mempél% whi%h Hoover concluded that,
King was “no good.”” The campaign

 escalated sharply after the August 1963
_ civil rights march on Washington despitea

determination by ageats just prior to the
mareh that the Communist party had
“failed dismally” in its efforts to infiltrate
the movement lead by King, the lawyers

. Said.

“the president of the United States and -

the attorney general specifically discussed
their concern of Communist influence
with Dr. King.”

general but did net mention the president
by name. Kennedy served as attorney
general under both Presidents Lyndon B.

. Johnson and John F. Kennedy.
As described by. Adams, Robert
" Kennedy initially requested the wiretap
on King but then turned down the wiretap
proposed submitted by the FBI. The
. bureau made a second proposal which
Kennedy approved, according to Adams.

The finding that Communists had failed
. toinfiltrate the civil rights movement was |

rejected by Hoover with the notation, |

“Time will only prove you're wrong,”

acgording toa series of memosread by the .
- He identified Kennedy as the attorney | s

* intelligence division, responded with-a

~“I don’t know why he changed his mind,” |

- Adams sald.  rem——

According to committee lawyers, the
FBI campaign against King also included
an unsuccessful 1964 effort to prevent
King from meeting Pope Paul VI; a

_warning to then-New York Gov. NelsonA.

note that read “the director is correct ...

' We regret greatly the memo  did not
wmgasug upgi?tge standards that the .
. director had every right to expect.” .
followed,
recommending increased coverage of

‘i&nother‘ . memo

Several days after the miarch, WilliamC.
| Suilivan, chief of the FBI domestic -

Communist influence in the civil rights -

movement, to which Hoover responded. |

switch your thinking.” wui o
Ten days after than an unofficial memo
written by Sullivan stated “it is obvious to

“L'can’t understand how you can so agiley.

us, now we did mot puf the proper -
interpretation on the facts ... We regard

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

—— Front Page

State~-Times
Baton Rouge, La.

Dute:llulg— 75

Edition:

Author: .
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Discredit Dr. King,
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FD-350 (Rev. /-16-43)
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o * lowed to meet with Ray hefore his trial. »
¢ . LU | “1 knew he wasn't ;\. , } Iis recollec-
R&V Yo =}H«f‘€_i tion for detail was fentastic. N
o - i According 1o I“'xe. when Ray finally
. '5?; T ow Z,Is arrested in London. he was sure
g(} E ST AND 31 ery important tawyes “‘would rush to
| Lonum 1o a<k to derend him. It was his
; first great disappointment”, when that
W &}_ jf‘d %p@ didn't happen. Sirhin Sirhan was arrest-
ed about the same time ¢for the as; assassi-
R_\ S LIE BALL ﬂ«’l!vloﬂ ‘»f} obert }\t‘”f“e v )' ay‘d Rav was Inaicate page, nzme of
James Ear! "'m s major motivation in  furious vwhen three famous lawvers de- newspaper, cily ana state.}
killing Martin Luiber King was to gain  cided to represent Sirhan Sirhan, said
attention. “to be teatured at the end of  Huie. o
*The FBI' television show as the week’s Ray f{inally was ao’e to hire Houston,
‘most wanted criminal.” " said Ray's  Tex.. attormey Percy Foreman, who —— Secticn 1
bnf)graph{‘r Withiam Bradiord Huie, who “compelied™ him to plead guiltv, Huie Pa e 22
; labels recurring conspiracy theories related. Ray had no defense — he left his &
“ridiculous.” fingerprints on the rifle and his prxson
: "1t was on 2 Tuc sday that tne FBI an- number on a transistor radio he left a — )
‘ nounced it waz xoc‘\mg 20*‘ Ray in con- the scene — and Foreman wasn't accus-
nection with l\ 1's assassination. Se tomed to losing cases and “geiting beat
‘that Sunday. lav ran all over Toronto,  overthe head by a public attorney.”
Canada, lookny for a bar with a felevi- While Rav wanted a trizal for *‘more —_ R .
“sionset turre | 1o ~The FBL" said Huie.  attention,” Foreman didn't need more Times-Picayu=s
: Heknew »i it thetag atthe endofthe  publicity, said Huie. “Foreman put him New Orleans, Za.
: show wheit tne FBI announced it was over a barrél. He %aid if Rav wanted a . - -
i searching for a particuiar cruxinal, For  trial, the public defendef. who was
' someone who aiwavs had been a loser,  ready. couid defend him. And that would
“‘a little guv with no status, even in  havebeen a disgrace to Ray.” Mﬂ“’/
prison,’* beird (hat criminal was a big Huie said his motivation for writing -"—a
moment, the book about Ray was to to find the %{/ />//é/7 -
“Aristotle wrote 1R life % a constant  truth. -
effart to fe! sipenior,” said Hule 1 a In fact that has been the impetus ’or
recent infrrisew at the Menfeicone  all of Huie's stories. “Essentially, I E—
Hotel. “And neepic who are lonely and  write little stories about ene man and his
kooky and - ki evertocked and who  problems in the world,” said the author
yearn for att. ntion have learned the way  of *The Execution of Private Slovik,”
to get on teie sion, (s be on the cover of  ““The Americanization of Emilv.” “The Date: 1 2-11-75
‘Time,’ is bv threatening or shooting  Klansman.” “The Hiroshima Plot.”” and Edition: Mornin
someone who s important. ancw book, “In the Hours of Night.” S LT % -
“This is true for ail assassins. The “Noth'ngls more important than what Awthor: Millie Eall
conzpiracy o ories gre ail ridienious, 1 mnmns to one man,” said Huie. “There editor: Ed Tunstall
can’'t v o v weuld consmire with 1S no greater traocedy rhan unnecessary Tite: YRAy Aspired o
the oo neorc - Ovaald, Strhan Sirhan,  deathor intustice to one human bemng.™” Be on FRI :,‘,’;:ntei 3
andlome b ol Hute suid 0o one has ever toid him T
Hege becar S atithority on the Ray  what to wrete. He's gotien his deas for L
case after f\,w weeepted a deal to mive  his books through his life. For instance, Character: //7«'/0 € ‘75 -
the Harlsetix Ay, cwthor his excasive be served in the Navyvand as a ;ournahsz or B
sturv iy exelanse for pavment th Rayv's during World War 11, and “The firs
atoteers %o B Hhre wrote o ook, time I saw g stockade nfmon who uould
RN Ui, o n Ll e gise, nit Twas it roared oo \“y‘g out
ivc ass R it ik a nang process for \’:. 'lkw Slovik s16 ‘xo«m» the only [l Being Inves:
him - L pand Bus Diwsers o) per cent of  American executed for refusing to fwht
my gros, and the research cost me at T -
eaet Lo tegd
: _th:'e*; o oo neow cbarming that Huie SEARGHEDm:NDEXED
L L re SERIALIZE LED ]
LT N A A f‘mn(\»nl
Boave t oot b the test of my
Lt S 1 ’ Les 15 1975
TR s b Tsek advantace of
Bas Fhnow beosooproty snarp cockde, FRI-NEW ORLEANS
He wrote Ueovan woids for e through = l ZD
his lawyer, " sasd Huie, who wasn't al- b v&
AT ey PT e e - R — ’}5\7” /& {’ Z‘gwys/‘q‘”
Al * T Ry o R td -

?

P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E. O 14176




:

during World War If, was the px oduct of real historical figures from World War |

S or A moaer

that curiosity.

“The Ameri icanization of Emily” was
close to Huie's own experiences curing
the war. *I was ordered to take a {ilm
crmv to Omaha Beach during the Nor-

randy invasion. You could find i that film
m the Penta gon and blow dust off of it. I
had good cameramen, and three were
killed. T wake up now wondering why
they were killed. Maybe it was
justified.”

Huie said he is basically a story teller.
And for two-and-a-half hours tire taut-

faced man with almost a military bear-

ing, managed to silence two usually
talkative reporters with his interview-
soliloquy.

As he spun his tales. he looked directly
info the eves of his duel audience, sliced
ke air with emphasizing hand motions,
and lowered and raised his voice inflec-
tions as he took on the verbal character-
istics of the people he talked about and
emphasized certain points.

His new book, “In the Hours of the
Night,” is, he sajd. “a story about the
atomic bomb and a:c.zppouztments and
idealism.”

In the bock, Frank Castleton is “fic-
tional.” But those surrounding him are

R T

7

1]. Castleton, who worked on the atomic
bomb. has a nerveus breakdown three |
vedrs later because hig idealism has
been shattered with Hiroshima.

“Al of the government story (in the
book) is factual and all that is quoted is
true. All (President Frankiin D.) Roose.
velt savs to Castleton, he said to
somebody.

“What we have here is a dramatic de-
vice as old as writing. I must create a
fictional character who represents
evervbody, who serves a great man, and
is atfected b; it, as you would have beer
had you been tirere. You can’t depend on
historians to do that job.

“Whenever vou start looking for truth '
after a period of time. vou have to turn
to the novelist and dramatist. A novel is
the wav fo write truth. It can be truer
than a factual aceount. and if can reach
more people than a historian’s account.”

Huie paused, and wrirkled his brow,
“Hemingway said it better than me. The
reason 1 write is to tell future genera-
tions what it was like to be there. what
we dreamed, what we hoped and what
the weather was. That’s your purpose —"
all you can hope to achieve.”
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WILLIANM 1 sl HUTE, sother of “The Execution of
Private S .7 7T Smericanization of Kmily,” **The
Klansmaa . <1 The Hirochima Plot,” speat two-and-a-half
hours recert'. expounding on his many intriguing theories
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taff Photos by Burt Steei
ranging from James Earl Ray to his philosophy of writing. The
63-vear-old Alabama resident has ceme outl with a new book,
“In the Hours of the Night,"' about the atomic bomb and the
people whe decided to bomb Hiroshima. :
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
Sen. Barry r-{zoldwater,
R-Ariz., says the Senate
intelligence committée
should listen to recordings of
wiretaps placed by the FBI
on Martin Luther King Jr. to
determine if the bureau was
justified in spying on the late
civil rights leader_-____

G@Edwater made his
proposal Wednesday during
testimony by Clarence M.
Kelley, director of the FBI.
Kelley tolgd-theinfelligence
committee " that the tapes
recorded at the orders of the
late FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover will not be destroyed
in the near future.

S S

Kelley 'said the FBI will
keep the tapes until it deter-
. mines whether it needs to
‘re-open the investigation in
King’s 1988 assassination.

ATTY. GEN. Edward H.
Levi is to testify before the
commititee’today on his
proposals for curbing abuses
‘bythe FBI. &

Earlier testimony has
indicated that the FBI was

-used by presidents as 2
domestic spy agency and
that Hoover often assigned
agents to compile files on
persons in whom_he had a
personal ir mterest

In response to Goldwater’s
propssol-8en. Frank Church,
D-Idaho, chairman of the
panel, said committee staff
members purpesely
refrained from listening to
the FBI's King tapes because
they thought that to do so
would be a further violation
of the late civil rights

. leader’s privacy. e=——>>

HOOVER HAD told

associates he was concerned

“begause, King was
associating with Com-

mumsts &
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| Kelley Rules C

? FBI Harassment

i

K . WASHINGTON (AP) — FBI Director Clarence Kel-

1 ley says he can foresee no circumstances under which
the FBI would undertake a long camipaign of harass-
ment against an individual as it 'did against slain civil
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr.

Kelley said he would consult with the atiorney gener-
al before authorizing any kind of secret action to pre-
vent impending terrorist viclence.

He made the remarks in an interview published
Tuesday by the Washingion Star. Asked whether a
campaign of harassment, such as that conducted
against King, could eccur now, he told the Star:

“Something that would be categorized as a campaign
of harassment certainly could not happen now.”

But he added that in some situations, he would con-
sider authorizing tactics some might consider harass-
ment and would discuss it with the attorney general.

Asked about the FBI’s past practice of distributing
bogus brochures in an effort to creaie friction among
dissident political groups, Kelley said, “I don’t think
that we should sponsor any movement that might bring
about warfare or armed activity between groups no
matter what might be their goal.” ==
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King slay probe
critics ignored

- WASHINGTON (AP) — Ignoring critics who say the
Justice Department should not investigate itself, Atty.
Gen. Edward H. Levi is turning to an internal task '
force for a study of the FBI's handling of the investiga-
tion of the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. "
Levi said yesterday 'the Office of Professional Re- -
Sponsibility, which he created last December, will com-
plete a Justice Department probe of three separate
issues surrounding King’s murder eight years ago. -
. Hesaid the task force will study the FBI harassment
campaign against the slain civil rights leader; any
potential links between the FBI and the assassination;
and the fairness and jhonesty of the original FBI inves-
tigation, which resulted in a guilty plea by James Earl
Ray, now serving a 99-year prison term for King’s
slaying. T ' !

S& OFFICIALS SAID Levi hopes the probe will re-estab-
;‘Iish the Justice Department’s public credibility in the ‘
Lpost-Watergate era.
Assistant Atty. Gen. J. Stanley Pottinger, head of thlhy i
department’s civil rights division, ¢onducted a prelim'x“x !
nary probe of the King investigation and recommendeq |
that an outside panel including civil rights leader
investigate the.same questions. ' '
But Levi rejected that, Pottinger said Thursday, be-
+ cause the attorney genéral “believes 'this department
" has a very serious responsibility to insure that any, al-
leged wrongdoing, whether inside or outside the depart-
ment, is dealt with by the attorney general.” |
~ Almost as Pottinger spoke, the Rev. Ralph
. Abernathy, successor to King as head of the Southern |
Christian Leadership Conference, called for an inde-
pendent blue-ribbon panel to probe the assassination.

ABERNATHY SAID he would not be satisfied until
the president names a special panel of “citizens, who
. owe no allegiance to anyone except to their country and
. to justice and to truth.” EEET

The new internal investigative office is headed by '
former civil rights divison attorney Michael Shaheen.

+ The FBI is known to have opposed creation of Sha- .
- heen’s office. ) ‘
Pottinger said the new King probe will require a2

team of four to six lawyers to examine about 200,000

documents in FBI field offices as well as interviews

with those involved in the investigation. :
Pottinger said his initial investigation found no sign
that_the original FBI probe was either ficomprete or |
_dishonestlyhandled. '
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. WASHINGTON (AP) The Justice
Depar’tment on Thursday launched a full
revxew of .the FBI investigation of the
de;ath ‘of Br. Martin  Luther King, al-
though Atw Gen. Edward H. Levi said a
prehmmary Jinquiry turned .up no evi-
dence that: the probe was less than thor-
o,ugh

Jﬂ.;evi said he wil asmgh a team ‘of
de’pai‘tment‘lawyers to review some 200,-
@00 FBI ‘documents dealing -with the

* 4sSassinatich of, Kingand also-the FBI
' g&npalgn to harass and discredit him as
asmvﬂ rightsTeader.

M -he team of four to six lawyers will
t documents

vrnvestlgaélon said Asst. /Atty Gen. J_
-Staniley Pottinger. - .

~ Levi announced his’ decnswn after
stu‘iymg the-conclysions Pottinger, drew
from a- prehmmar:%

: FBI documents. ¥ :

' Pottinger had re "‘ded the ap-

" pointment of ans ou;,swip pmmission, in-
cluding civil rlghts Iea ',:,to pursue
the-mvestlgatlon Tooen R

But Levi rejected ithe, a;g,proach be-
cause he~‘believes this department has
La viery serious’ respons1b1ﬁty -to insure
i that any alleged wrongdoing, whether
" 1nsrde or outside the department, is dealt

gh by the attorney general,” Pottinger

told.a prews conference.
EVi’S declsmn to keep the mvestlga-
ti oﬁ ‘Within the department was attacked
. immediately by the Rev. Ralph D. Aber-
 nathy; who succeeded King .as head of
* the" Soutg “Chrxstlan Leadershlp Con-
_ferénce,

‘ Prmﬂentm nt+.. appoints a special - commit-

iiﬁiﬁ’ﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬁlong s Jated, Edgar: Hopver thgnFBI dn:gct

26} i’aw of about 3,500

‘Launches New Probe~ )
fin_tg Murder of Dr. ng

tee of distinguished American citizens
who owe nb allegiance to anyone except -
to their country and to justice and to
truth,” Abernathy said in Aflanta. “I do
not have any faith whatsoever in the
investigation as conducted by the FBI in
the tragic assassmatmn

Levi instructed Pottmger, head of the
“Civil -Rights Division, to undertake the
preliminary review after the Senate
Intelligénce Committee disclosed details
of the FBI harassment of King until the
assassination of April 4, 1968, on a motel

. baleony in Memphis, Tenn

The harassment was ordered by.

Pottxﬁger said nine FBI sfficials wére'
vglved in planning and directing the hdr-
:assmenft ;He said all are now. dead or.1
tired, but he declined to nameithe
Levi told théfew task foﬁ t:%s )
four questions: . .
—Whether the FBI probe of ng S .
slaying'was thorough and honest.
~Whether there is any evidence the |
FBI was mvolved in the assassination of !
King. .
——Whether inlight of thé first two mat-
ters there i$ ahy new evidence which has

- come to the attention of the départment

c¢oncerning the assassmatlon of Dr.
King. :
—Whether the nature of the relation- .
ship between the FBI and Dr: King calls
for crimninal prosecutions, d1sc1plmary
proceedings or ather appropriate action.
James Earl Ray was arrested for :
killing King, pleaded guxlty and was sen-
tenced to 99 y€ars in prison. He has since '

;;ut be satisfied untid-se=>gone to court in ah etfopt.toswithdraw his |

plea and go to trial.

—
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| Led to King Smear Job

. 'WASHINGTON (AP) — High officials
"in the Kennedy and Johnson administra-
tions must share the blame for the FBI'S
carnpaign to destroy Dr, Martin Luther
King, a Senate intelligence committee
staff report said Wednesday. ’
It said there was no evidence that any-
one outside the FBI approved the- cam-
paign'against King, but-if concluded that
“officials responsible for supervising the
‘FBI received indications that such an ef-
folt . . . might be taking place and
failed to take adequate steps to prevent
lt ”»
The report sald‘ evidence showed that.
—Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy was
given a surnmary of information obtain-
ed from bugs placed in King’s hotel
rooms; '

—Atty. Gen Nlcholas DeB Katzen- -

bach and Asst. Atty. Gen. Burke Mar-
shall told President Johnson that the FBI
“had offered to play tape recordings of
the bugs to reporters;

—The FBI offered to play the tape
recordings for Johnson aide Walter Jen-

" kins; and

{ —Johnson aide Bill Moyers approvéd
nding FBI reports eonitaining derogj-
ry personal information about ng to
ther government agencies.

““The evidence reveals a dlsturbmg
attitude of uriconcern by -résponsible
officials and a failure on their: part to
make appropriate corrective. measures
the report said.

One FBI memo quoted in the report
stated that Jenkins had suggested leak-
ing the hotel room tapes to the press..
However, the report added that n'a:
sworn interview “Jenkins expressly.

" denied” making such a-suggestion.
© The 105-page study, which contained
i few new disclesures- eoncerning the

. reau’s self-described campaign “to col h- |

pletely, discredit ng as the leader ‘f

the Negro people,” was released as{a -

supplementary volume to the intellj-
gence panel’s final report made public
last week. “

A total of 13 supp]ementary volumes
will be released ‘“in order that the
‘American public may fully know the ex-
tent of the crimes” committed by-U.S.-
mtelhgence agencxes chairman Erank '

Asmpted U

‘mént to carry out the M;Ehe '

i ? =Furhishing Atlanta- Constxtutloxix edi-

congressional panel to monitor intelli-
gence agencies..

The report suggested that the FBI at-
tack against King was motivated both by
a suspicion that Communists were serv-
:ing as advisers to the civil rights leader’

and by director J. Edgar Hoover’s per- -

sonal feelmg that King was “no good.”
The staff said they had found no

evidence that any of King’s an—‘%t—

0 explmt the civil rights mOVe-

Cdiamunist Party.” .

. *According to the report, in October,
19‘63, Atty. Gen. Kennedy approved in
Wwriting the installation of wiretaps in
King’s home and in the New .York and
Atlanta offices of the Southern Christian
Leadershlp Conference in order to deter-
‘mine the extent of “Commumst mﬂu--
ence in the racial situation.” ’

'Three months later the first of 15 bugs
was installed in King’s hotel room with-
.out_Kennedy’s knowledge, according ta
the report. An FBI memo stated that the:
bugs were needed to obtain information -
‘about the private activities of King and:),
| his associates so that he_could be “com-
pletely discredited.”

The FBI's effort t¢ disciédit Dr. ng
and the Southern Christian Leadershif
Conference “involved plans touching ¢
vu'umlly every aspect of Dr. King’s 1ifé”

and ‘even continued after his death, the.
w

Mcontamed in.the regort

J shigwed that the FBI caffipaign fcluded:

, —Attempts to persuade officials at -

' Marquétte University and Spnngfleld_

» College fot to grant King-an hduorary:'

degree i

x A —Petsuadmg Francis Cardmal Spell-‘

an f0 make an unsuccessful attempt to
prevent a meeting: between King and the
‘Pepe; -

~Attempting to persuade then-Vice.
President Humphrey and New Yolrk
Gov Nelson Rockefeller not to partici-
‘paté in -ceremonies honoring. King for
havmg won the Nobel Peace Prize;

', Falsely informing contnbubors to

tlge SCLC that King was stashmg money
»dway" In; & Swiss bank account;
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. Church, D-Idaho, said.. ' AR o rter RalphMchll with' derogatdry ‘nfor-..‘ i

ade clear that release of the .  jmation about ng i l ﬂﬁ; ‘
volumes was mtended to bm 2 dxssu‘ d‘% G -
. of senators calling for creaﬁori of ane _1;.‘\; ; tending'a:
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| 10 ATLANTA : BIRMINGHAN
CHARLOTTE | CHICAGO
REW ORLEANS ~ REW YORK
SFIINGFIELD : §T. LOUIS
F20M DIRECTOR (10@-18S670)

REBUTEL TO aLL OFFICES DATED JULY 28, 1976, WHICH SFT

FOriTH BACTKGROUND INFORMATION GQ&GER&I&G REVIEW OF OUR
HAPTIN LUTHER KIXG, JR., INVESTIGATIONS BY 4 TASK FORCE OF
THE QFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY (OPR), DEPARTMENT

- PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE I8 TO ALERT RECIPIENTS REGARDINC

i3

L PLANG OF OPR TASK FORCE PERSONMEL TO YISITl THEIR OFFICES 0
CONTINUZ REVIEW OF QUR XIuG INVESTIGATIONS.
DURING AUGUST, 1976, TASK FORCE PERSONNEL FRED FOLSOM,
LEADER: -JAMES HALK”R; JOBEPH BROSSs J@MES KIECKHEFER AND
WILLIAY HITE WILL ARRIVE é? THE FQLLQWINC OFFICES ON DATES
INDICATED: A?Lﬂﬁ?ﬁiﬁﬂu§51 2=3y 13763 BIRMINGHAM AUGUST 4-3,

(S F-(0673 = [320
D,

gmggb»__ﬂu:..__g‘.__ ‘

JUL 291976
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PAGE TWO |
ID76; AND NEW ORLEANS AUGUST 5-6, 1976, PRIOR TO JOINING THE $
GROUP IN ATLANTA, WALKER WILL ARRIVE AT THE CHARLOTTE OFFICE ON
THE MORNING OF JULY 3@, 1976. WITH EXCEPTION OF ATLANTA 'HE TASK
FORCE DESIRES T0 REVIEW KING ASSASSINATION FILES (MURKIND, THE
INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND ALL KING RELATED - o
SECURITY FILES. 1IN ATLANTA THE TASX FORGE IS ONLY INTERISTED )
I\ REVIEWING MURKIN FILES AND PLANS A SZCOND TRIP TO ATLANTA ‘
AT A LATE® DATE TO REVIEW ALL SECURITY FILES,

DURING THE GEEX OF AUGUST 16-28, 1976, TRAVEL IS PLANNED
T0 CHICAGD, SI. LOUIS AND SPRINGFIELD, ALTHOUGH DURATION OF TIME -
I SACH OFFICE IS UNKNOWN AT PRESENT. ALL KING RELATED FILES - 17
ARL TO BE KEVIEWED IN ST. LOUIS AND SPRINGFIELD. I CHICAGO ~HE )
TASK FORCE 1S INTERESTED INITIALLY IN REVIEVING ONLY THE MURKIN
FILE AND PLANS A LATER VISIT TO REVIEW THE KING INTELLIGENCE

CIRVESTIGATION AND RELATED SECURITY FILES. ADDITIONAL DETAILS

REGARDING TRAVEL OF THE TASX FORCE DURING THE PERIOD AUGUUT 16-28,
1976, WILL BE P GVIDED, NO SPECIFIC DATES FOR TRAVEL TO NSW YORK
“WhJE BEEN SET OTHER THAN IT WILL BE AFTER AUGUST 20 1576,

IT 15 NOTED THAT ALL PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE ARE
AUTHORTZED T0TAL ACCESS TO PERTINENT FILES AND SUBFILES AT FRING
AYD IN THE FIELD REGARDING INVESTIGATION OF KING, HIS FAMILY
AEBERS AND ASSOCIATES, THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF
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COMMURICATIONS ﬁﬁgg%@&lﬂ@ iﬂEﬁiITIES OF SOME FBI BOURCES AKD

INFORMAYTS w&s WERE NOT AFFORDED Q?ﬁEQL NUMBERS AT THAT TINME

AYD INDIVIDUALS WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED CONFIDENTIALITY.
SFORMANT FILES ARE NOT 10 BE MADE AVAILABLE ¥ITHOUT PRIOR FBING
AUTHORITY, " A
BECAUSE OF SENSITIVITY INVOLVING OUR INVESTIGATION OF
STASLEY DAVID LEVISON, IT HAS BEEN ECOMMENDED TO THE OEPARIMERT

. THAT HIS FILE AT FBIHG AND IN THE FIELD BE RESTRICTED T6 REVIEY

BY 5GLSOM ONLY. THE DEPARTMENT MAS NGT RENDERED A DECISION ON
THIS RECOMMENDATION, < THEREFORE, UKTIL FURTHER WOTICE, RECIPIENTS

ARE TO DENY ALL TASK FORCE PEREG&N%L ACCESS T0 LEVISON'S FILE.

RECIPIENTS ASSIGN COORDINATOR TO MANDLE LIAISON WITH TASK

_?QﬁﬁEwPiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂEL ARD PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE IN WHICH YO CONDUCT

REVIZW. CONFIAM THEIR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE BY TELETYPE AND
KEEP FBIHG ADVISED OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS,

END ‘
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MARTIV LUTHER KING, JR.

FOR INFORMATION OF RE&IPIENEQ THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (R3)

FROM DISECTOR (18@~136570)

R ' !

boel 3 . I R

I A PN y
A I . {
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%dﬁw@’ hﬁ vGﬂE SKNT 434@&% ?fSﬁf?ﬁ Mdw

LUTHER KI11G A“SIﬁﬁFﬁ Tﬁ CONDUCY

BUDED ALGUST 9, 1576

. Has QR@EREQ A HEVIEW 0? THE FBI'S INUFQYI&QTEQH OF MARTIN
?HXS REVIEW I8 A TASH FORCE "

d@rxlwﬁ GN JER DIRECTION OF THE QFFIE& OF PROFESSIONAL

QLSPO&SISILETY (OPR) OF THE DWPA“TNE&T OF JUSTICE.

THE | oy

A;ID&L?f GENERAL HAS 1@31”&f”ﬁ ?H? REVIEW 18 70 RESOLVE THE

'?QLLOWI%h FOUR QQESTIGNS&

(12 NAS THE FBI INVES' lCQTIﬁ& oF

KING™ S ASSASSINATION THOROUGH AKD MQ&E“T? (23

EVIDENCE THE FBY W&S XNVQLVEE I IHE ASSASSINATIONT

DEPARTHMENT CONCE RN%&G THE ﬁSﬁASSE%AT§&ﬂ? (43

LOQES

Is TH*RK ANY

(3 18

CTHALAE aRY NEW WUXBE&»E WHICH HAS CQME‘TG THE ATTENTION OF HE
THE
- RELATIONSHIP BE?WaEM THE BUREAU Ak3 KING CALL FOR CRIMINAL

FHGSﬂﬁﬁYEQN?; §i$QIPLZ&AﬁY PRODEaDI&GS OR OTHER APPROPRIATE

ACTION?

IH1S REVIEW Is A CONTINUATION OF A ?ARTE&L KE?IEW” RECINTLY

(500 6%

B e P PNV S R

i e NP S
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PAGE TWO

CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTHENT UNDER
DI<ECTI0N OF ASSISTAST AS J. STASLEY POTTINGER. ALL PERSONNEL
N THE tgsg FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS T0 OUR FILES
PERTAINING TO xx&g?s ASSASSIMATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESTI-
GATION OF KING AND ANY FILES RELATING TO BASIS FOR THESE
INVESTIGATIONS. THIS WILL INC |

\ YDE COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS
CONTAISTNG IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND INFORMANTS WHO
WERE HOT AFFORDED SYMBOL WUMBERS AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS
WHO EXPAESSED OR IMPLIED COMFIDENTIALITY,

TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HAS REVIEWED FBIHQ AND 4FO ¥ILES

SONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING CAPTIONED "mgﬂﬁzxg
" BUREAY FILE 44-33861. TASK FORCE MEMBERS HAVE TRAVELED 70
MEXPRIS, WILWAUKEE, KaNSAS CITY, OMAMA, SAM FRANCISCO AND
LO& ANGELES AND REVIEWED MURKIN AND INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATTON
FILES OF THOSE OFFICES, FUTURE TRAVEL BY THE TASK FORCE 15
PLANYED FOR ATLANTA, BIRMINGMAM, CHARLOTTE, CHICAGD, NEW ORLEANS,

. NEW YORX, 'SP INGFIELD AND ST, LOUIS,

AFTER ABOVE TRAVEL 1S COMPLETED AND KING RELATED SECURITY
FILES AT FBIWG ARE REVIEVED, THE TASK FORCE WILL MAVE SEEN THE
WAJBRTTY OF SERIALS I¥ OUR FILES RELATING T0 THE KING INVESTI-
| cATIONS, HOWEVER, SINCE IT IS THE GOAL OF THE TASK FORCE (0
| REVIZ4 KING RELATED FILES. IN EVERY FIELD OFFICE, IT VILL BE

N P S I
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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i

' 75’(—%6? THRLS ,
“&"‘6"‘53%2? 1’0 Fi}ﬁklﬁkﬁ XERGX COPIES OF FILES FROM THE REMAINING

OFFICES TO FBINQ FOR REVIEW.
© THSREFORE, ALL REGLPIENTS WITH EXCEPTION OF THOSE OFFICES
NAMED ABOVE, FURNISH FBIHQ ONE XERQX COPY OF EAGH SERIAL CON-
TATNED I8 YOUR KING ASSASSINATION FILE CAPTIONED "MURKI®,™ IT
1§ HEQUESTED THIS WATERIAL BE PRUCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBIHQ
PRIOR/TQ AUGUST 9, 1976, THIS MATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT BY
HEEfﬁ*EﬁE& MAIL, ATTENTION DEPUYYTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR INGRAM,
z%rﬁggzs NCE DIVISION, |

©1F MURKIN FILES COWTALW ANY PHOTOGRAPHS, EXNIBITS OR OTHER
‘VZ§EﬁS3@HEQH CANNGT BE XEROXED 4 BRIEF CESCRIPTION OF EACH IVEM
* ANZ 'TTS LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH 1N YOUR COMMUNICATIONS
TRANSSITTING THE DOCUMENTS TG FEING

SUBSEGUENT INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE ISSUZD CONCERNING SUBMISSION
0F GOPIES OF OUR INTELLIGENGE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND RELATED
SECURTTY FILES, OFFICES 70 BE VISITED IN THE FUTURE BY fASK
COKGE PERSO3NEL ¥ILL ALSO BE FURNISHED APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS
BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION.

b

-
o

e s s B s e Kt merome,
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KRIE71 WA SODE
Z:PG PN NITEL 7-30-76 CHB
i0 ALL SACS
F0# DIRECIOR (128-1096672) |
AARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.; BUDED AUGUST &, 1976.
JZBUTEL TO ALL SACS JULY 28, 1976. -
FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK

oORCE HAS SZSULTE

t‘i

D IN. JHE FOLLOWING CHANGE RECARDING

REPAGIUCTION OF FIELD OFFIC: SERIALS IN THE MUxKIN IRVIS I-
GATIDN, AY OUTLINED IY REFERENCED TELETYPE.

IT WILL BE NECESSARY ONLY TO XEROX THE FIRST PAGE OF ANY
SOCUMENT IN YOUR MURKIN FILE IF A COPY OF THAT DOCUMENT HAS
3EE4 SUBMITTED TO FBIHG. THIS WILL IWCLUDE BOTH DOCUMENTS
OrI1GINaiING IN YOUR OFFICE AND THOSE RECEIVED FROM OTHER FI:LD
DIVISIONS. ARY DOCUMENTS IN YOUd MURKIN FILE, COPIES COF
WAICH HAVE d0T BEEN SUBMITTED TO FBIHQ MUST BE REPRODUCED 1IN
THE7~ ZNTIRETY AND FORWARDED TO FBIHGQ.

I7 IS NOTED THAT THIS FIRST PACE SHOULD CONTAIN THE FIELD
OFrICS SIRIAL NUMBER IN ORDER THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN
AAYT A COMPLETE CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING OF EACH FIELD

UFSICE SERIAL.

[ad S s e
% JUL 301976

}MA/ FBI—NEW ORLEAN

|| A 1 :
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) ‘ ‘

FBI

Date: 8/6/76

Transmit the following in n -
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYRE URGENT

(Precedence)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)
FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (Kuc)
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RE BIRMINGHAM NITEL, AUG. 5, 1976.
THE FIVE MAN TASK FORCE OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY (OPR), DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, ARRIVED IN THE
NEW ORLEANS OFFICE AT 9:20 A. M., AUG. 6, 1976. ALL VOLUMES OF

THE FOLLOWING NEW ORLEANS FILES WERE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE TASK

TION OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, IS-C.

(NO~100-16849); MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SM-C (NO 100-16800);

TO KING WERE MADE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW. THE TASK FORCE DID NOT
MAKE ANY REQUEST FOR ANY XEROXING OF THE MATERIAL REVIEWED AND
THEY DEPARTED THE NEW ORLEANS OFFICE AT APPROXIMATELY 3:25 P.M.,

AUG. 5, 1976, OSTENSIBLY TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON, D. C.

FORCE FOR REVIEW: MURKIN FILE (NO 157-10673); COMMUNIST INFILTRA-

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION IN RACIAL MATTERS (CIRM), IS-C (NO 100-17122)

IN ADDITION VARIOUS 44, 157 AND 173 FILES WHICH CONTAIN REFERENCES

END.
- {323
) §9- 10t T3
3 - Ney . le Searchied: .
(1 - 157-106770) aache o—
(1 - 100-16800) Serfalized -
(1 - 66-2855) , indeved <
SMC/bdw ‘P-4 : Fled a1/ ~
(3) 17 \ﬁ/),
A d: Sent 2 M P
pprove . Special Agént h-Charge en [ r ('/

GPO : 1975 O - 590-992

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Fimﬁﬁ AND FWML ﬁﬁ'miﬁﬁ

ORLEANS 5 (100-165080) (aue)

 Reé Bureau nitel, $/8/75.

In ma:gmm t@ mfwmm@é Bureay
| vesapitulates the manpower spemt on D
@@&ﬁm&s FRI fi..‘ms mguzﬁimg MARTIY

?Q» (1 - 180-18868)
LT 6De 187-10673)
;1 - 88-2885)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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NR 285 BH CODE
8:13 PM NITEL AUGUST 5, 1976 FAS

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (189-186674)

NEW ORLEANS
FROM BIRMINGHAM (108-4896) (P)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RE ATLANTA NITEL TO DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM, AUG. 3, 197§,
AND BIRMINGHAM NITEL TO BUREAU DATED 12/11/75.

THE FIVE-MAN TASK FORCE OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSI NAL

RESPONSIBILITY (OPR), DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, ARRIVED IN THE

- BIRMINGHAM OFFICE AT 8:55 AM ON AUG. 4, 1976. ALL VOLUMES OF

THE FOLLOWING BIRMINGHAM FILES WERE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE
TASK FORCE FOR REVIEW. MURKIN FILE (44-1748); SOUTHERN LEADER-

SHIP CONFERENCE, RACIAL MATTERS; COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF

THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, IS-C, BH 157-115;

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SM-C, BH 188-4856; AND COMMUNIST IN-

FILTRATION IN RACIAL MATTERS (CIRM) IS-C, BH 188-515@. THE

TASK FORCE LEADER REQUESTED THAT XEROX COPIES OF ALL NEWSPAPER

CLIPPINGS IN BIRMINGHAN FILE 44-1746 SFI, BE SENT TO FBI HDQ.,

ATTN: JAY ALHIZER, WHERE THEY WILL BE REVIEWED AT A LATER DATE.

BIRMINGHAM WILL SUBMIT THIS MATERIAL BY SEPARATE AIRTEL. /2&6?22§

$
SEARCHEGMDEXED._N_L_
SERIALIZED_¥=f11Ep. . S,

151046737335 | Ll 51976

éBﬁ N%\{L ORLEANS ‘

T
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PaAGE TWO (188-4898) (P)

THE TASK FORCE MADE NO OTHER REQUESTS AND DEPARTED FROM
THE BIRMINGHAM FBI OFFICE AT APP OXIMATELY 12:48 PM, AUG. 5,
1976, PRESUMABLY TO TRAVEL TO NEW ORLEANS.
EnND.

FBI N0 WLH CLR

L —

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

. I
o e A

»

JINGTON (AP) — A pair of meng=shorts® ‘
‘With an-unusual‘laundry. mark was oné of the clues B
that FBI agents pursued in their search for the assas- N '
sin of Martin' Luther King Jr. in 1968, according to. =~
neéwly disclosed FBI files. -~ * * o
* ‘Agents also‘investigated seven men, named John )
Willard because "the suspected assassin used that @ &
name when he checked into a rooming house near the
Hotel' where King stayed on' his fatal visit to Mem-

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

phis, Tenn. T _-—.—§EC A-3

Those details emerged in a review of 442 pages of °
FBI files on its investigation of the ‘April 4, 1968,
slaying of the civil rights leader. The FBI released.,
the-deewrifents from a total of 18,000 pages o
ply with requests under the Freedom of Information
Act. There was no indication when additional files
would be mafle public, .

-A House committee is how investigating, the King
slaying. - , b '

STATES ITEM 1

THE FIRST BATCH of papers dealt with the inves-
tigation’s early days and did not refer to James Earl
Ray, {vho was arrested in London on June 8, 1968,
and plgaded guilty to shooting King. Ray, now serv- . |
ing ;’ -year prison term, has since recanted and is - —-_EEW ORLEANS » LA, i
seekinj to change his plea‘and go to trial.

The Jpapers showed that hundreds of FBI fagents
chased scores of rumors.and tips from citizeps and’
-triedjto use such clues as the shorts and a man’s T- -
e i s A
;:1 tf (t).O t(;‘qcl;i the killer's identity. The undefwear

; una 1 a suitcase the assassin apparently left

vide further clues to his id
ab()uts:
Calls to all of Téxtile’s

markings. The theory was that pinpointi
¢ the pointing the laun-
dry that washed the assassin’s underwear might pro-,

entity and, his where-

sales representatives

" “disclpsed that only one area of the Usited"STtes'

list of laundries tha}might have made the marking.

| THE FBI'S NEWARK bureau, checking out New

iy

“‘advised he does nofilaunder u
The first batch

Jersey laundries;mentioned in'its findines i
er: ! ;M ings in an
April § mémo the;;%fmne Haddonfield, N.J..gcleaner

nderwear. ..." ~

_ ’ of documents did not indicate
whgther the laundr,fyﬁ mark was ever traced. Nor did
the documents show: whether any of the John Wil-'
lards became invol¥€d in the case. ’ '
Agents in New York asked the American Express

company came up with seven,
dle names or initials,

lard. Ghe credit card
all with different mid

Ageijts found one J
ford,
‘hislawnat t

I

R O

Co. for credit recofds on.anyone named John Wil-

. dhn Willard at his home in O%.
ss., and determined that he had.been mowing
he time King was shot. /

ssh

oy,

- atthe-rooming house. \ Date:] 1-17-76
’ Aﬁgenﬁs called on the Textile Marking Machine Co. Edition:
of Syracuse, N.Y,, for help in tracing the laundry Author:

EditgfALTER G. COWAN
TitleKING PROBE DATA
RELEASED

‘ (tf}'e jortheast) utilizes this code system,” one memo Shencter
said. pgents were oidered to check out a three-page -
Classification:

N.o.

] Being Investigated

Submitting Office:

BEARCHED.

KT~ 10675 39/

TNDEXED, ]
ERIALIZED D G FiLeD_ L.

MDY 28 1R
FBI—NEW ORLEANS _

|74

\
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12/7/7%
. AIRTEL .+ AIRMATL

TO: m:mcmg, FBT .
. ATTENTION: BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION
: : PINANCE AND PERSONNEL DIVISION

FROM:  SAC, NEW ORLEANWS (100-16808) (RUC)

HMARTIN Lﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ KING, JR.;
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW;
CO8T DATA

) In response to %umau ni‘tal dated 8/6/76, mwasting
sonthly reports on manpower spent on Departmental rveview of Hew
. Orleans FBI files on captioned subject, New Orleans reports no

- sueh as:tivity since last reported. -

} UACE, no further monthly submissions will be made by,
- Hew Orleans, uyntil subsequent activity is directed and under-
.taken in this matter. -

-~ Bureau
O““ Hew Orleans (1 - 100-16800)
| (D- 157-16678)
. ' {1 -~ 88-2885) ' -
m:pa ‘ :

iﬁ)/@{L

&

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

/5/ /O & o -/3877



gty

| S oo e e = b

%

k-4
*1
2
L
i
4
(93]
~
=S
D
o
O
X
-3
Bt

>

-
(]
[}
[
43
i L}
(]
-
)
N
LY
£
i
1
£
W
(8
(€5
o
g

Cﬂffiﬁh)

RE pREal TELETYPE T2 m”WDHIq DECEMBER 15, 1578,
Ve
NME AL FRED %ILL;ﬁ% MADTINEZ HAS ADVISED SACRAMENTD JFWICE

THAT WHILEY TH¥ SA Q?GNI JANMUARY TO MARCH

4 )
ur meT wirllam 3, SIMEhw MARTINEZ CLAINS T3 HAUE

/

WRITTEZY LETTERS RESSED TO JA"ES B R2Y IV

MEMPHIS
MEMDHIZ WUEN HE

JOB,  ¥ARTINEZ COULD NOT &

® - kY

SO HF MRUER WEANT T2 ZBEE
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PACE THRFE ME 44-1387

MEMPHIS OFFICE HAS LO

CLARICE , MEMPHIS

SZARIEY, WAS ARPRESTED AT

OBSERVATION., HE REMAIN

KMEW SIMPONIS DURIAG T?AT TINE,
THE BIRFAU HAS INSTRUCTED THAT RaY BE LOCATED aAND TTER -

- D57

VIEMED “TQ DETER¥]

i
]

E I

2

SIMPONIS CORRESPOMDED WITH HINM WHILE

T JAIL IN SALT LAKE CI??, NMATURE OF ANY SHCH CORRESPARDS

|'~'§
(.}
e

s

AYD WHETHER WE HAS ANY ASSOCIATION WITH JAMES EA%] RAY OF
PTICNED MATTER," MRS, BRASHEAR DOES HOT K¥0W RAY 'S #DDRTES

BUT STATES HE RISIDES IN NEY ORLEANS, La,, 28D IS EMPLOVED BY

A BOAT -CPMPANY. RAY DCES NOT WORK ON A ROAT BUT ¥ORKS FO8R A
T

CuPaNY WHICH OPERATES BOATS RAY IS8 A WHI

AT LEWISRIRG, MIS3. 1IN 1987 HE WAS DESCRIBED AS €'L" Tall,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOIR
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JIHMMIE

ME

WAYNE RAY 13

$)

AND WERE VERY LIHKE

g

WOULD APPEAR THEY Hah MUCH I8 COMMON AT
LY aCQUAINTED. MEMPHIS IS COONVINCED THAT
ITHDIVIDUAL T WHOM WMARTINEZ ADRRYSSED

LETTERS FOR SIMPORIS, AND

RAY AND TNTERVISY.

BUR

ar

ES

NEW ORLEANS a7

_,Ef{\,g.}a

35248217

N

!

-
H

NEW ORLEANS,

Hed

BUREAU

=30
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Birmingham, Alabama

In Reply, Please Refer to ) Decenmber 15, 1976
. File No. . . .

RE: ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. "
CIVIL RIGHTS

) On December 14, 1976” BH T-1, who has furnished in-
sufficient information to establish his rellabliwty, furnished
the following information: . .

Source met Dr . . ) ; rst,timé

had just moved to Birmingham/Trom northern Al R p0381b1y
Albertville, and was “down 4dnd out and bitter”™ since his wife
had run off with another nx and he had suffered financial
reverses. Prosch and the/ source became regular drinking part-
ners at Gulas' and on octasions the source loaned Prosch money,
perhaps $20 at a time. At this time, Prosch did not want
people to know his identity, probab]nyane he was a doctor,
and he used the name John Willard afid often introduced himself
to people at Gulas' as™John Willzxrd. In early 1968 Prosch was
setting up a2 medical practice #n Birminghsam.

e I
.. In approximately February, 1968, at Gulas', Proséh
introduced a friend of h#

¥s to the source and this m. s name

1at Gulas with Prosch”in February or March, 1968wy
crlbed Frank
thlrtles,

| A,fsiﬂa weekend, as many as six or seven times. He df

G*(’ i"bL:L‘be:t'j:o CPhonetic) as a white male, in his laté
a \ or early forties at the time, six feet tall, A90 pounds, dark
: complexioned, with a full head of black hai¥ and dark eyes.
- Liberto was well built, well dressed, and a nice looking man.
] o The source learned that Liberto owned an unnamed truck stop
P on Lake Pontchartrain in New Orleans and Prosch described himfe
to the source as the head of the Greek Mafia in New Orleans. §

This document contains neither recom-

mendations nor conclusions of the EBI/SWPWOG‘73 [3;ﬂ

It is the property of the FBI &EwE < Wb o

loaned to your agency; it and PROLIGONS. FLED. &7 " e e
. tents are not to be dlstrlbutei ouPEt(C 171976 RN P A

side your agency. - _FBI—NEW ORLEANS %5

; bl Ty
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ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., .
CIVIL RIGHTS R

Source never saw Liberto drive an automobile:and did not

:fknow if he came to Birmingham in a car or by plane. On'=
~most occasions, when he saw Liberto with Prosch at Gulas'
“ Liberto had one or two male companiocns in-his company. - T 3

His impression was that Liberto's companloms were body
guards and/or underlings.

‘affluence and definitely had money. Prosch was intensély
interested in guns of all kinds and always had pistols on
his person. The source believed that Prosch and Liberto had
some kind of a gun deal in operatlon Co : C '

On or about March 15, 1968, the source was at Gudps'
Restaurant with Prosch and Liberto. Looking out the window
to the parking lot he observed a grey colored car park and g
black man came from the cap”to the restaurant. Heé recogpiZed
this individual as the Rex . (First Name UnkﬁOWﬂ) Shut ‘@‘wortm,
a black male, personally e Fime
very active in civil pights matters at the time.

Prosch and

Frank Liberto left ”ﬁe restaurant and went out to the car that

Rev. Shuttleworth had returned to. Prosch and Liberto got
“into the back of this dar and Shuttleworth was in the front
along with another bI/Ek.male whom the source recognized as
Dr, Ralph Abernathy, who was also well known to the source.
These four men St in the car for a period of approximately
one hour .and d Jlngjthis time the source, at a corner booth
in Gulas', obgerved them through the window. . Prosch and
Liberto retu#ned to the restaurant and the car with Shuttle-
worth and Mbernathy drove off., Prosch and Liberto said
nothing régarding this meeting and the source wonder d but
-did not ask any questions. .

. - Shortly after this meeting, possibly a week later,
Dr. Prosch came to Gulas' with another white mafe and intro-~
duced this individual to the source as Mr,.Galy The source
could not remember the first name used. He resorlbed Gault
as a white male, in his 30's, approximately”5'10", 160 pounds,
neat in appearance (work clothes) and resﬁéctable On this

occasion Prosch, Liberto and Gault had a private conversation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ASSASSINATION OF DR MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.

CCTIVIL RIGHTS i i

When the conveTsatlon broke up, Gault left Gulas® ‘Restaurant €Lt G
and Prosch and Liberto stayed on and contimued drinking. Y

.They made no comment whatever regarding their conversation =~~~ ' ¢4

with Gault. The/30urce later came to know, from the news-
papers and pu 101ty, that the man 1nfrodu@ed to him as Gault
waS'ggmgg'Ea: Ray, and the source saw Gault on two occasions

/ Approzxmately one week later the source again ob-
/a2 meeting between Dr. Prosch and Frank Liberto on
ié hand and Dr. Abernathy and Rev. Shuttleworth on the
. The meeting took place at the same location, the

_payking lot of Gulas"® Restaurant, and these four men sat in

tHe same car for a period probably in excess of one hour. ;
The black men left in their car and Prosch and Liberto returned {
to the restaurant but said nothing regardimg the meeting.

A few nights later, again at Gulas' Restaurant,
probably very late in March, 1968, Liberto was at Gulas'
Restaurant when Dr. Prosch brought Gault to the restaurant
for the second time. These three had a private conversation
and Gault left the restaurant by himself. Nothing was said

" by Prosch or Liberto regarding this conversation. Source

-Prosch went into AEYOmMA

believes this was the last occasion that he saw Frank Liberto
in Birmingham, Alabama.

On April 3, 1968, the source met Dr. Prosch at the
bar in Gulas' at about 4:15 P.M. Prosch had been drinking
quite a bit and the source had a drink. Prosch then took
the source for a ride in his new car, a red Cadillac conver-
tible with a white top. Prosch drove him around some and
they went to the Aeromarlne Cwmpany at the Birmingham Airpor t.

3 8" the source in the car.
After ten minutes, he came gut with a wooden crate approxi-
mately four feet by ten indhes by eight inches, and put it
in the trunk of the Cadildac. They drove back to Gulas'
Restaurant and parked tie car on the lot.

When they got out of the car, Prosch todk the source
to the rear of his car and told him he wanted to show him
something. He opened the trunk and pried the top off the

- wooden box which contained a rifle. He talked about the rifle

W
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rifle, with a short clip and no scope.

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.,
CIVIL RIGHTS

and then told the source that this was the rifle that was
going "to kill Martin ILuther King''. This was a bolt- act}on

Still standing behind the car on the parking‘lot,
Prosch told the source that Dr. Abernathy and Rev. Shuttle-

__worth had bought a contract for $265,000 to have Martin Luther

King killed. They felt that King had gone soft with his
non-violence and the money coming into the SCLC and civil

~rights movement had fallen off considerably. The civil rlghts

movement was coming to a halt and King was no longer ©ffective
but was very popular. They believed that 1f he were killed,
he would become & martyr and the money would come flowing in

to advance the civil rights movement and to influence Congressional

sentiment to énact into law civil rights bills that were being
held up.

~ Prosch said that Frank Liberto had gone on to Detroit
and Gault had purchased another gun. Gault was to be the
"decoy'" to take the heat off the man who would do the killing.
Prosch said Gault was to lay his gun down after he saw the
killer leave the building. Then Gault was to meet Frank
Liberto in Detroit and get the rest of his money and the
necessary papers to get out of the country. This whole con-
versation took place on the parking lot near Dr. Prosch's
car. Prosch and the source went into Gulas' and drank until
9:00 or 10:00 PM, at which time each went home for the night.
This source hasg not seen Prosch since that night.

On April . 4, 1968, the source was present at his
place of business in Birmingham the whole day and had a busi-
ness meeting at the Parliament House Hotel in Birmingham in
the early evening with business associates. It was at this
location that the source learned that Martin Luther King,
Jr., had been killed on that day in Memphis, Tennessee. He
tried to put what he knew out of his mind and was afraid to
talk to anyone at the time regarding this matter.

Source followed the newspaper publicity and accounts
regarding the killing at the time it occurred and has been
interested in them ever since. Over the years he has
commented to many people that he did not believe that James
Earl Ray killed Dr. King. Recently, he became even more
interested when he learned of the renewed interest on the

. part of the Congress and their intent to conduct investi- -
. gations. regarding assassinations. He also recently read .

: 4 1
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~—* was his understanding that the landlady or hotel clerk could =~ ~»r h-

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN :
LUTHER KING, JR., e ' .
CIVIL RIGHTS

- for the first time.the alleged fact that a person using the i u pd
¥ . o E.z‘ f—‘\ }

name John Willard registered at 3:30 PM on April 4, 1968 ° '~ -7
-at the hotel in Memphis where Dr. King was staying and it P -

not identify James Earl Ray as identical with John Willard. (
Source believes that John Willard could be identical with : AT
.Dr. Gus Prosch who used that name in early 1968 in Birmingham,
Alabama. The source also believes that the bullet taken from

Dr. King was not identified as having come from the rifle !
picked up at or near the scene of the assassination. :

. The source knows that Dr. Prosch picked up a rifle RTINS
at Aeromarine on April 3, 1968 and he does not believe there o
is any record at Aeromarine of the sale of this rifle. This o
rifle, purchased by Prosch, was a bolt-action type rifle :
and an artist's drawing, that the source saw in a newspaper
somewhere, depicting the rifle found at the scene of the
assassination as a bolt-action weapon. The source's under-
standing is that the second rifle purchased by James Earl i
Ray using the name Harvey (Last Name Unknown) at Aeromarine ,
in Birmingham, Alabama, was a Remington, Model 760, 30.06 .
caliber pump action rifle and the source believes that the
reviously described Remington rifle was probably used for
the actual killing. In the second week of December, 1976,
the source was told when he discussed Gus Prosch with an =
individual in Birmingham, that Prosch and his associates
were storing guns in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1968 in con- :
nection with a gun running operation and that the gun that i
killed Dr. King was shipped out of the country to Costa ¢
Rica.

5%
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FD-36 (Rev. 214747 , ’

Transmit the following in

' FBI

(Type in plaintext or code)

i
I
!
!
|
1
Date: .12/15/76 :
I
|
I
|
]
|

AIRTEL © % AIRMAIL

A - : (Precedencé) ;
TO: DIRECTOR, TBL (44-88861) < " -
FROM : SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (RUC) .

T MURKIN

.CR -
(00: ME}

.
i

‘12/3/76, and Biymingham airtel to Bureau, Detroit and New

..sentatives of both agencies. DEA advised on 12/14/76 that.

‘Re Birmingham teletype to Bureau and Memphis dated
Orleans on 12/12/75.

Enclosed ﬁgr thc Bureau are the original and three
(3) copies of an LHAM; for Memphis two (2) copies; and one P
(1) copy each to Detroit and New Orleans. Also enclosed ioyf
the Bureau an&.@emphis are three (3) photographs of Dr. GUS

This source has_functioﬁed for the ﬁast yeér as an
informant for DEA, Birmingham, and U. S. Secret Service,
Birmingham, and has discussed captioned matter with repre-

his narcotics information is accurate and reliable and both ' !
agencies have pending investigations in which he is furnish- j
ing worthwhile information on .a continuing basis.

S$)- (8673 —(32

4 ~ Bureau (44-38861) (Enc. 8) SEARCHED. .. lwmwngL _______
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 8) | ‘ SERIALIZED.—FILED
‘(G- New Orleans (157-10673) (INFO) (Encﬁ’w DEC 171976
1 -~ Detroit (Enc. 1) (INFO) _ LBl=NEW ORLEANSH~
2 - Birmingham (1 - 44-1740)
PJM:bhn (10) (1 - 137-2088)
Approved: . » . Sent M Per,

Special Agent in Charge

— — e
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e LHM -shortly. after the_assassination. of Dr. KING because he. _ __

- -pewspaper’ or magazine representation of an individual who .- -
ted at the hotel in which Dr. KING wag killed, aS%i?HJ

BH 44-1740

On 12/14/76, this source was interviewed by SA
PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN of the Birmingham Office at the DEA
Office in Birmingham in the presence of DEA Agent LARRY
HAHN. The source did not desire to come to the FBI Office
for interview and explained his reluctance to talk to the
FBI since he was convicted in an ITSP case at Birmingham,
Ala., in 1969 or 1970, which conviction was subsequently
reversed in the 5th Circuit Court and cost the source a
large amount of money to defend himself. He claims he was
afraid to furnish the detailed information of the enclosed

was afraid and at that time, or shortly after he became
involved .in a variety of personal problems ;nbLuding his
FBI case. Later, when he talked about this matter, people
always "turned me off”

Source has not talked to any group from the U. S.
Senate or House of Representatives, contrary to information
furnished in referenced Birmingham teletype of 12/3/76, but
he has discussed this matter with U. S. Secret Service,
Birmingham, DEA, Birmingham, and with an Assistant U. S.
Atgorney at Birmingham, Alabama.

The encloced photographs of Dr. GUS PROSCH were
obtained by the source from U. S. Secret Service at Birmingham
and he ideptified the enclosed artist's conception as a

, on 4/4/68. It is source's understanding that AOH
ARD was never identified and he believes WILLARD could
identical with Dr. GUS PROSCH who used the name JOHN
WELLARD in Birmingham, Alabama, in the early part of 1968.

Memphis should give this matter due consideration and

- furnish the Bureau any comments or recommendations. No

further investigation is being conducted at Birmingham UACB.

This former PCI eXpressed fear for his life and
does not want his identity revealed. :
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FD-36 (Rey. 2-14-74)
o

'[:ransmit the following in PLAINTEXT

¢ @
FBI
Date: 12/21/76

(Type in plaintext or code)

Serialized
C/mjb,
%7’%@ Indexed i

TELETYPE

(Precedence)

FM NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) - P -

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) RouriNE /JO-J
MEMPHIS (44-1987) ROUTINE /75 &

BT

CLEAR

MURKIN

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND NEW ORLEANS DATED
DECEMBER 15, 1976.

THE NEW ORLEANS CITY DIRECTORY AS WELL AS THE NEW
ORLEANS SOUTH CENTRAL BELL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY CONTAIN NO
LISTING IDENTIFIABLE WITH JIMMY WAYNE RAY. CONTACT AT THE
U. S. PROBATION AND PAROLE OFFICE, NEW ORLEANS, DETERMINED
THAT THAT AGENCY HAD NO RECORD IDENTIFIABLE WITH RAY. THE
NEW ORLEANS INDICES WERE SEARCHED AND CONTAINED NO INFORMATION

1Y - {06 13— L334
Searched
8

Filed_

‘ A
Approved: M Sent N ﬂ . )/

Special Agerf in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) J
T o (

|
|
I
1
FBI I
|
Date: |

|

|

Transmit the following in —
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Precedence)

PAGE TWO NO 157-10673 CLEAR
IDENTIFIABLE WITH RAY.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THERE ARE FIVE PAGES OF BOAT AND
BOAT RELATED INDUSTRIES CONTAINED IN THE NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE
DIRECTORY.

RECORDS OF THE NEW ORLEANS POLICE DEPARTMENT IN GREATER
NEW ORLEANS RETAIL CREDIT ASSOCIATION CONTAINED NO INFORMATION
IDENTIFIABLE WITH RAY.

A CHECK OF THE LA. DRIVER'S LICENSE RECORDS DETERMINED
THERE IS ON FILE A DRIVER'S LICENSE ISSUED TO ONE JIMMIE
W. RAY, P. 0. BOX 506 AMA, LOUISIANA AND THIS INDIVIDUAL IS
DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE, BORN |  BROWN EYES, 6'l",

205 POUNDS.

NEW ORLEANS AT AMA, LOUISIANA. WILL LOCATE AND
INTERVIEW JIMMIE W. RAY THROUGH P. O. BOX 506 TO DETERMINE IF
HE IS IDENTICAL TO THE INDIVIDUAL LISTED IN REFERENCED
TELETYPE AND IF SO WILL INTERVIEW HIM RE THE PERTINENT
INFORMATION DESIRED.

THE RESULTS WILL BE FURNISHED TO THE BUREAU AND MEMPHIS.
BT

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75) ) ’ .

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

%T'ﬂﬁnk

By JERRY GRAY
MEMPHIS (AP) — Memphis Police Dicector E.
Winslow Chapman says he is personally convinced |
that James Earl Ray did not act alone in the slaymg Todi
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. - (ng(vi;:;;geg?gggyn;ns of e
“That’s based on nothing other than personal opm-
fon,” Chapman said. “Nothing I have found in the '

files or in my briefing by people who were privy to SECTION ONE
. these files has particularly enforced or changed tlns —PAGE SIX
, opinion.”

Chapman’s comments came durmg the taping of
. Memphis radio station WREC’s Sunday pubhc af-

‘ fairs program, “Rostrum.”

' He was asked about his personal béliefs mvolvmg
. the 1968 King slaying in Memphis.

! “We had a man who supposedly committed this ° TIMES-PICAYUNE
* erime and then later wound up in London and eluded
all the police of the United States,” Chapmian said.

© “If 'you want a personal opinion, I*don’t think for one -
: moment that he was alone. And that's justa personal R —
opinicn.”

Ray was returned from England in 1969 to face
prosecution for the King slaying. He admitted to the v
killing on March 10, 1969, as part of a bargain in —NEW ORLEANS, LA.
which prosecutors agreed not to seek the death
- penally if he would plead guilty. PR,
,now serving a 99-year prison sentence at
‘ Bmshy Mountain State Prison ‘at Petros, Tenn., has:

sineé requested a full trial. The courts have repeat- {
edly rejected his attempts to w1thdraw his 5mlty |

pleaimses . Date: 1-3-77
In an interview following the tapmg of the radio | Edition: MORNING
program, Chapman repeated that his statement Author: JERRY GRAY
carried no official weight. - Editor: ED TUNSTALL
“Personally, I don’t think James Earl Ray operat- cor
ed by himself,” Chapman said, however. He would Title: CHIEF THINKS
not elaborate when asked if he thought King's death RAY WAS NOT ALONE
_was part of a conspiracy. - Fsee
Chapman added that his comments at this tlme ! . T
‘have nothing to.do with thie current probe by the U.S. . Character: {/% / -
House of Representatives Select Committee on' or ,{';/7' /0(2: 7 ol
Assassinations. Comnmittee staff members, who are Classification l
investigating King’s death and the 1963 slaying of Submitting Office: N.O.
President John F. Kennedy, have made several trips . . .
to Memphis. [:n_l’.lfimg Investigated
" “It has nothing to’ do relative to that,” Chapman. Io 17 1806G7T 573 32
\said. “It’s something I have felt personally every SEARCHED INDE
i since the perpetration of the crime. I've expressed it i - ¢ XEC%L
; personally to friends and family — not officially — SERy A“ZED """""""" FILED
. and I'm not'expressing it officially now.”- JhAk ;_ i jf 177
Chapman, 36, is a 1961 graduate of the U.S. Naval Pl = e Uik
| Academy-and served three years in the Army before
; becoming a construction engineer in 1964, \ ] .
; tHetlater served afs Mayor Wyeth.Chandler’s admin- f
i istrativ istant for four years, ngmg ﬁﬁ%mt
I to become police director Sept. 23. - _ ‘ V
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% (Rev. 2-14-74) ‘ ‘

via__ TELETYPE

(Precedence)

FD<3 |
/ |
!
!

FBI | ,
|
H |

Date: 1/14/77 : //%
|

Transmit the following in _ i \ Lﬁ
(Type in plaintext or code) | \

|
|
{
1

FM NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (P)
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ROUTINE
MEMPHIS (44-1987) ROUTINE

BT

CLEAR

MURKIN

RE NEW ORLEANS TELETYPE DECEMBER 21, 1976.

JIMMIE WAYNE RAY FINALLY LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED AT
LULING, LA. RAY RELATED HE WAS INCARCERATED AT THE MEDICAL
CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS (MCFP), SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI,
FROM APPROXIMATELY JANUARY 1967 TO MARCH 1967.

DURING THIS TIME HE BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH ANOTHER
INMATE BY THE NAME OF WILLIAM B. SIMPONIS. FROM MARCH 1967

UNTIL APPROXIMATELY JUNE 1968 HE CORRESPONDED WITH SIMPONIS.

o9 1oe13=[33
Searf’sls’l_,:K:
GEXG *__/—’———"ﬁ/—
SMCajss filed____
1) Q%p

-

Spec i% harge
GPO : 1975 O - 590-592

Mty g v ke Se—— T o FANTRPUS VRS f— e IR b e
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