
f'D-36 (Rev. 5-22-ij4) , • 
FBI 

Date: 

• 
Transmit the foll:)wing in ----------c-:c:------,------,-~----------1 

(Type in plaintext or codei 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L---------·. I 
PAGE SIX NO 100-16800 

(13) NO 157-9936. 11 UNSUB, AKA BILL WILLIA.MS; THREAT TO 

KILL M .. ARTIN LUTHER KING; FANNIE ADAMS - COMPLAINANT; RM" 

(BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE 

WHICH INCLUDES NO TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS 

OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES~ AND CONSISTS 

OF ONE VOLUME OF SEVEN SERIALS. 

(14) NO 157-10637. "WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT; RM" 

(BUFILE 157-8428) THIS FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, 

NONE or WHICH ARE TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGR..A.PHS 

OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THIS FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS 
I 

OF ONE VOLUME COl~TAINING TWO SERIALS. ~rtN L-Onfbtc littvG-l ~ t! 
~ so1s,::r« r: 

IIV~t2~'f6 

(15) NO 157-10673. 11 JAMES EARL RAY' AKA; DR. MARTIN 

LUTEER KING, JRo - VICTIM; CR - CONSPIRACY; UFAC - ROBBERY; 

(MURKIN) 11 (BUFILE 44-38861) THIS FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE 

CORRESPONDENCE, NONE or WHICH INCLUDES TAPES OR ELSUR LOGS 

OR TR/\J{SCRIPTS. THERE ARE 72 ITEMS IN THE EXHIBIT ENVELOPE, 
lrllY 

HOST OF WHICH ARE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE SUBJECT,,g AND OTHER 

INDIVIDUALS. THE BULKY EXHIBIT SECTION CONTAINS SIX ITEHS, 

INCLUDING CONTENTS OF THE HOTEL ROOM OF A LOOK-ALIKE OF THE 

Approved: ________________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Speci.al Agent in Charge * U. S .. OQ\/ElU.!MEN"T PRI?'rn.NG OFFICE : 1$69 0 · J:46w0SO H l} 
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FD-36 /.fl.ev. 5-22-54) 

FBI 

Date: 

• 
Transmit the fol'owing in -------------c-----:--:---------; 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via--------- -------------:------------i (Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

PAGE SEVEN NO 100-16800 

SUBJECT, ALL OF WHICH WERE SUBMITTED FOR FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION. 

THERE ARE THREE SUBFILES, WHICH INCLUDE NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS, 

ORIGINALS OF FD-302 1 S AND INSERTS, AND COPIES OF :FD-302 1 S AND 

INSERTS MARKED FOR INDEXING. THE MAIN FILE CONSISTS OF 18 

VOLUMES, TOTALING 1,308 SERIALS. THERE ARE 72 1-A EXHIBIT 

ITEMS AND SIX BULKY EXHIBIT ITEMS IN ADDITION TO THE THREE 

SUBFILES DESCRIBED ABOVE. 

(16) NO 157-11617. "MARTIN LUTHER KING, CUT-OFF 

I.MPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION; RM 11 (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS FILE 

CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH CONSISTS OF 

TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. 

THERE ARE NO SUBFILES, AND THIS FILE CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF 

ONE SERIAL, AND WAS MADE A DEAD FILE FOR INDEXING PURPOSES. 

(17) NO 157-11920. "MARTIN LUTHER KING ACTION MOVE?1ENT; 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 11 (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS FILE CONSISTS OF 

ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE WHICH CONTAIN NO TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR 

TRA.1\JSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THERE ARE NO 

SUBFILES, AND THE FILE CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF THREE SERIALS. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
'2- U. S~ OOV.ER..,~~'T PRtN1'lNG OFFICE : 1969 0 ~ 346-0SG (U) 
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FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -------------------~--­
(Type in pluintext or code) 

Via---------
(Priority} f 

------------------------------------------------~. ----- -
PAGE EIGHT NO 100-16800 

(18) NO 157-12101. "COMMEMORATION OF THE DEATH OF MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL 4, 1969; RM 11 (BUFILE 157-12709) 

THE FILE CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE or WHICH ARE 

TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BLUKY EXHIBITS. 

THERE ARE NO SUBFILES TO THIS FILE, WHICH CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME 

OF 30 SERIALS. 

(19) NO 157-13093. "SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL 4, 1970; RM 11 (BUFILE UNKNOWN) 

THIS FILE CONSISTS OF ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH 

ARE TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BLUKY 

EXHIBITS. THERE ARE NO SUBFILES, AND THIS FILE CONSISTS OF 

ONE VOLUME OF FOUR SERIALS. 

(20) NO 157-13947. "DEMONSTRATION IN HONOR OF THE 

BIRTHDAY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING; RH" (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS 

FILE CONSISTS OF ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH ARE 

TAPES, ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY 

EXHIBITS. THE FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS or ONE" 

VOLUME OF THREE SERIALS. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
<> U. S. GOVEaNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1969 0 - 346-090 (II) 
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Fi;?·3_6 \'Re',. 5-22-54) 
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FBI 

Date: 

• 
Transmit the fol.owing in---------------~------< 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via----------
( P riorily) I ________________________________________________ £'· _____ -

PAGE NINE NO 100-16800 

(21) NO 157-14101. "DEMONSTRATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH 

ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., APRIL 4, 

1971; RM" (BUFILE UNKNOWN) THIS FILE CONSISTS OF ROUTINE 

CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH CONSISTS OF TAPES, ELSUR LOGS 

OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE FILE 

CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME or TWO SERIALS. 

(22) NO 44-5100. "MARCUS WAYNE CHENAULT, AKA; MRS. 

ViARTIN LUTHER KING, SR. , AKA - VICTIM; EDWARD BOYKINS - VICTIM; 

JIMMIE MITCHELL - VICTIM; CR 11 (BUFILE 44-60978) THIS FILE 

CONTAINS ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE, NONE OF WHICH ARE TAPES, 

ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, OR BULKY EXHIBITS. THE 1-A ENVELOPE 

CONTAINS A PHOTOGRAPH OF DINO BALITO. FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, 

AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF 12 SERIALS. 

(23) NO 9-2869. ''UNSUB, AKA CHARLES OTTO FOX; MRS. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM; EXTORTION'' (BUFILE 9-58180) 

THIS FILE CONSISTS or ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE WHICH INCLUDES NO 

TAPES~ ELSUR LOGS OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS OR BULKY EXHIBITS. 

THE FILE CONTAINS NO SUBFILES, AND CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME OF 

11 SERIALS. 

Approved: ----------· 
Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

' Special Agent in Charge 
\, <t l.l. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : l9S9 0 • 345-0SO {I!) 

!i _-------.-----------------.--------~-------
---------.--~ -
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No 1s1 ... 1oe1s 
CHAspd 

B@th LATCH and FJANK LIBERTO were interviewed by 
Memphis 01f ~/19/ii, whereit1 both mnpha:tieally deni&d any 
knowledge of tl:14 identify of 'th$ indivi~ual re~pons!ble for 
KING's d•a-th•- They both failed to identify photograph of 
JAM.ES EAlt. MY~, Both denittd re~ivin1 any telephone call on 
'4/~/ta, · 

fl'teN i~ ne- P•tch:tt't~lllin Re:111:au!'artt i:n New Orleans. 
N~w 01'."l•aiii telephone SJ'Ul ei ty dbe~t:ories;. New Orleans PD 

_. ·a~r•flt r$-COJ'd$, a.nd CGmp~tel"isuid drivers' licenses for the State 
of Louisiana 6pevat•d }by the Lcui$iana State Police, all failed 
tq :'!Nlfleet then~ FAANK LIBE~TQ. 

New Orlaan~ ia net undertaking any further 
·inve~tigatioa in this matte,r, UAC:B. 
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. . 

.• tt#,1 .u • io.1~ ... <u 111~,~a, 
. ·. - ~: -at~· :~t:nf(lq~t" ·.. tt-•ct.-4 ~,~~/18/14 ~ he 

· au..t · ~ wo~t bi willing ~to attaut tbi:.~ ~fl\t on a con-ti-
:. , 4•t1al ktd,.A taOlla•~ Vi-olatiq ot. Jt:~de~&l ta.nd/o:r lo-tu 

1ut1 that t e~1im( tQ thit attBtioo,. lt u no~4 th~t 
h1i ~ u e ·.· 1 ve ra•~ll r-~~4 ott it kn©l!m. to aatso-
~1&'1.19 with· auch et, th• ~r~11jnttJ, &1.-t in the 131.~so. 

l · . :t·· grsg., .:; ··:. · . . . .. 

SMiWHED ..;:..__fNDEXED ---
. ·.. SER/AlllfD -.flU:D _ ---·--

LJ EC 1 :~,; 1975 
FBI - NEW ORLEANS 
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In Reply, Plewe Refer to 

File No. 44-17 40 

• • UNITED STATES DEPARTM.ENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Birmingham, Alabama 

December 12, 1975 

ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER. KING, .JR. 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

On December 10, 1975, BH T-1, who has furnished 
insuf£~cient information to establish his reliability, 
advised as -i!oll~ws: 

Source furnished information regarding the 

,_ ':i 

assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He does .~ 
not know whether this information is reliable or not but 
he first heard it several weeks before King was killed. 
He got this information from an individual named Dr. Prosch 
(phonetic). He said that Prosch showed him a rifle which 
Prosch had in the trunk of his car and told him the gun 
Ylas to be used in a 11big killing". Prosch said that the 
rifle was obtained from Aeromarine Company,. Birmingham. 

BH T-1 advised that after the assassination when 
Prosch was drinking, Prosch told source that King's assassi­
nation had been set up by King's associates, namely Dr. 
Abernathy, and that Prosch•s job was to obtain the weapon 
to be used in the murder. Prosch told source that James 
Earl Ray was only a decoy in the~murder. Prosch advised 
that the man responsible for lining up the killer(s) of 
King was Frank LaBerto (phonetic), an underworld figure 
in Nei•J Orleans, 1 Louisiana and a friend of Prosch. LaBerto 
allegedly receiv.,e.d $265,000.00 for arranging King's murder 
and went to Detroit the day King was killed. LaBerto runs 
a truck stop in New Orleans named The Lake Pontchartrain 
Restaurant. Dr. Prosch used,to formerly spend a lot of 
time at the Gulas Restaurant on Highway 78 East, Birmingham 
and that after James Earl Ray's picture was published in 
the newspaper, source said that he recognized Ray as an 
individual who use to meet Prosch at the Gulas Restaurant 
a couple of weeks before King was murdered. 

This docurnent contains neither recommendations nor con­
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its content. ~ ---
be ~·t:f!.tbuted outside your agency. s GH 0 -JNDEXED 

SE!WlllZED -----fll.W _ 

DEC lf.i,1975 
fB! - NEW ORLEANS 
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... • • 
ASSASSINA~ION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING., JR. 

BH T-1 advised Prosch was a "gun nut" and that 
he has been convicted by Federal authorities on a firearms 
violation. 

BH T-1 advised that he has not told anyone about 
this before because he did not think that any law enforce­
ment agency would "touch" it. 

It ±s noted that the "Birmingham News" for April 22., 
1971 carried an article captioned., "Dr. Prosch indicted on 
gun charges". This arficle stated that Dr. Gus Joseph Prosch, 
Jr. was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Birmingham on 
three counts.of Federal gun control violations. He was 
arrested at his home and charged with unregistered weapons 
and was released on $10.,000.00 bond. 

On March 10., 1971, Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr. was 
sentenced in Federal Court in Birmingham to five years in 
custod¥ of the Attorney General for illegal possession of 
unregistered firearms. He was also sentenced to two ether 
five year terms to run concur·rently with the first count. 

2* 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

F'II Tried to iscredit 
r .. King,, Say icials-

. ~~S~NGTON (AP) - A top. FBI official said today Uum~ was no 
Jm,bficabon for the bureau's extensive campaign to destroy Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. as :deader of the civil rights movement. 

However, Associate Deputy Director James B. Adams defended the bureau's 
, investigation of possible Communist influences on King and said that the late 

~t~y. ~en: Robert F. Kennedy had requested and approved FBI wiretaps on the 
cml nghts leader. . · 

Testifying under oath before the Senate intelligence committee, Adams said 
a total of 25 schemes were directed at discrediting King for which there was "no 
statutory basis or justification." 

Ada~s said the motive for the campaign against King ''was lmovrn to ( the late 
FBI Director J. Edgar) Hoover and .one top official," but Adams refused to 
reveal that motive. ~' ·· · -+-..• , 

~-vm~nci:r--m-i de public Tuesday ' fRobkefelle;- nott~ meet wttfy King,_ and :ffl 
revealed that the FBI had wiretapped and , att~pt to co~Jor university.; 

. bugged King, fle!lt bis.wife an anonymous whi;ch had ~warned an honorary degree to 
letter which King took to be a suggestion th~n-FB~ director J. Edg~r Hoov~r not to 
he commit suicide shortly before he was to m2;ke a smu:lar presentation .to King. . 
receive the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize, and Chief colll!1lels F. A,. 0. Schwanm and 
sought to promote a suc~ssor to King as Cutt.is R. Smothers told the committee the 
the "national Negro leader." campaiglil began with a .January .1962 

One document raised the possibility that m~mOl in which Hoover concluded that . 
the FBI had been responsible for King's , Km.g was "no good."· The campaign 
stay at the Memphis hotel whe.re he.was esealated sharply after the August 1963 
shot and killed in April Hl68. civ,ijrightsmarcb.on Washmgtondespitea. 

A clams' remark about Kennedy's determination by agents just prior to the 
approval of the wiretap did not apply to m~ tmt the Communist party had 
the electronic bugs, and it remained "failed dmmally" in its efforts to infiltrate 
unclear who had approved the installation tile movement Jead by King, the lawyers 
of 16 such eavesdropping devices against , sm,d. , . 
King. ; The finding that Comm.1.mists had failed 

The'FB; official told the _committee that : to infiltrate the civil rights movement was 
"the president of the U~~ted St~tes and · rei~cted by Hoover with the notation, 
the attorney genera!specxflcally discussed "Time will oniy prove you're wrong," 
th.eir conc~m of Communist influence ; ac~orrung to a series of memos read by the 
with Dr. Kmg." I ~, 
· He identifi~d Ke1med}'. as the att~mey i sir:~eralda afterthemarch,WilliamC: 

general but did irnot mentwn the presu:lent • Sulll:vful, c~f of the · FBI d.omestic 
, by name. Kennedy ser:,red as attomey intelligence division, responded with ·:ai 
general under both Premdents Lyndon B. note that read "the director is coned ... 

, Jolmson and.John F. Kennedy. ' t greatly the memo did not 
As .de~c~x~ed by, Adams, R~bert up to the standards that the 

Ken~edy m1hally requested the ~retap director had every right to expect." 
on Kmg tmt then turned down the Wl!retap ;.1 . • . 
proposed submitted by the FBI. The ;AnoU.ier. . _memo followed, 

, bureau made a second proposal which r~omme_ndi~ mcr~ed cm:e~ag, of 
K;ennedy approved, according to Adams. C~mmvimst 1:miu~ce m the cml rights · 
"I don't know why he changed his mind," m~vement, to which Hoov~ responded: 

1 

' Adams said. -· ...... == "I'.can't:undmtand~owY,oucansoagiley. 
According to committee lawyers, the switch yor1ir fh.inking." ·. . · '._ ; 

FBI campaign against King also included Ten days after than an unoff1etal memo 
ain 1msucces2fol 1004 effort. to prevent wtitten by Sulli~ stated "it is obvious to 
Kling from meeting Pope Paul VI; a !JS{ now 'IJ!f! did! not put the proper 
w.irning to then-New York Gov. Nelson A. , tl!l!_{~re_~ti-0111 on J!'!~•Jicts .... W.e_J~ 

----------------------~-- - ----~-----

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

- Front Page 

State-Times 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Date:11=19-75 

Edition: 
Author: 

Editor:Ernest Gueymaid 
Title: FBI Tried to 
Discredit Dre King, 
Say Officials 
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or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: NO 
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---
(Mount Clipping in Space B~lo"(-) 

'Rav \ 
.,/ 

to B 
w-ar ted Spot' 
James Ear'. '!:i:, ·s m;ijormoti\'ation in 

killing ~1arti;1 Lt:tb'r Kin~ was to gam 
attention. "to he h•at.urcd at the end of 
'The FBI' teit-v1:=:ion sh0w as the week's 
'most warltt'd cnminal,' •· said Rav·s 
b,0;:;raphrr, W1!!i:1m Bradford Huie, \\·ho 
la be! s recurring c,mspiracy theories 
••ridiculous... . 

' It was on a Ttksdav tlrnt the FBI :m­
nounced it \,·;13 loo!;ing for H:.iy in con­
:ne<'tion wifr Kir:~·s assassin;-ition. So 
that Sunday. : t:,y ran all over Toronto, 
Canada, look inc; for a bar with a !e!t·vi-

, sion set turr, ! to "The FBf," said Huie. 
He knew ,,i ·.,t the t:1g at the end of the 

show wheit l::e Fl;I ,1nnou1J1.:cd it was 
searching for a particuiar cnrr:ina!. For 
someone who alwa\'S h;id been a loser, 
"a little gu_\· with no status, even in 
prisnl'l," bc1rc'. th.~t cnmirul was a big 
moment. 

"Aristotk· ,·;rntc- ttr.H life 'ft: a constant 
rfhrt to fr"' .<:;wrwr,'' ::aid miic- 111 a 
recC'rit in!t·:·, 1t•·:; :n the :\1,,mei,•one 
lfotel. "An,! ;:,·,•;1:e who arc lonl'iy and 
kooky and •, ,·i ou·rl•ir,k('t! and ·,vho 
yea:-n for ?.'t. ,:,iun have le::irncd the way 
to get on (('it". ;,:un, t,, !won (h(' ru\·er of 
'Time,' is '.::: threatening or shooting 
someone who ~ important. 

"This is t r:i P for a i! .issassins. The 
(>Qn,piraey : , ,,nt'•: ;:rr aii rid:cu',.1us. I 
c::~·t n11:11: · ·· ·v,!: 1 ) \\1·~!'.d cnn ... ri·1:--t). \\ith 
Ii:, •. ~ :,,,"1· ....• 1 l ,·,-:ilJ. Srrh:1n ~;:h:m, 
;1:1 :,L•m••: :· ,:·: H.,•:." 

rhe b<•c·.1:· ,. :,:\ :l',thnnty on t!;,:: Hay 
c;i,l' aft,•r l:.,v<~c-(·•·;,:,•d a d,•::il to ::ive 
th(' ll.1:·:,(•,:,• .\:.i . ,,u:b,r h1:,; r\c,thl\'C 

st.,f"\• in l'\,-f' .,1'.;t' inr n:1vnwnt t,J H:w·s 
::~r, ····,·1." \ ·•· ·:. h l!::'t; wr1):1' ;t b11;)k~ 

hr :1~;-,,; ... ~"' ni,·,\ it \~.h ~1 !n;,;irig pi,,i.:ess for 
h1:n · I p:11.t b,: 111:,1·rs w p,'r Cl'nt of 
my i::r,1,·, .• rnd tht' rr,t':m:h c,J,;t me at 
k;i<t ~ l<i ll(i, ' 

.\•:•i H 11 ;, , ... \1·, f·.1~r1P,'. th:i! l!uie 
\ l• ·.,',,,! I, · ,·r\ ;; , · 1 ', •·f pw,, I 1,1il 

h t\l' ,,. , 1, •,·: ,! , : . t ,:· !h,· ,,.,t cf my 
h!t•.·· ~~aH~ it,:~~ 

•·H,,J\ ·~ -. l\ ![>•ti:.,~ i {1i,Jl;.: ;)ifV;i!lLi/t'' t''f 
h1:~1 I ktllh\ t·, ... :, prt ttv :,ri;1rp t\i,·htl~., 

Ii,.• \Hot,•;:,. ,.,1 11,,;,!,; /nr w,• through 
h~ lawyer, · s;.uJ lhm.•, wh•> wasn't al- . 

lowed to meet with R:1\;_l,..:>fore his trial.'­
"I knew he wa~n ·1 ci ;i,,t,;y ~ His recollec• 
tion for dcit~1il \\'3:,: L~r:.t2~tic .. 

0 

Accord;ng to HUie, \1hen Ray iinal!y 
was arrested in [,:,ndon. he was sure 
e\'erv imnnr1 ;,!1t' hwve-r. ·'would m3h to 
London to :,;,k to <it':~:1d him, It was his 
first great d1s;1;,,:,<1ir.t:11cr,t': when that 
didn't ha,:;nen. Si~h;;n Sirhaii was arrest­
ed about ·the same timr i_for the assassi-

n;if ion of Rohl'ft Ken:1ed 1:). ar.d Rav was 
furir,115 v, !1('!1 three fam~JU;; J:rn·yers de­
cided to represent Sirhan S!rhan, said 
Hi:ie. 

Ray -final!:; was ab!e to hire Houston, 
Tex .. ~H~on1ey Percy Forernani ·who 
•·compc!kd" him to pk•ad guilty. Huie 
related. Rav.had no defrnse - he left his 
fi11gerpn11:s on the nfle and his prison 
number on a transistor rndio he left at 
the scene - and Forem:rn w:En·t accus­
tomed to losin:? c::i~es :md "getting. beat 
over the bead by a public attorney." 

While Ray wanted a trial ior ·'more 
attention,'' Foreman didn't need more 
publicity, said Huie. '·foreman put him 
over a bc1,rel. He ,aid if R;i\' wanted a 
trial, the public defender: who was 
ready. cou:d.defend h:m. And that would 

· have be..-,n a ciisgrnce to Hay." 
Huie said his moti\·ation for writing 

the book about Ray was to to find th-~ 
truth. 

In fact that has been the imoetus for 
all oi f!uie's stories. "Essentiallv. I 
write little stories about one man and his 
prob!('ms in the world." said the author 
of ··Tr1e Execution of Pri\'ate Slo\'ik," 
"The Ame:icanizil!ion of Emil\·,'' "The 
Klansman ... "The Hiroshima !~lot." and 
a new book, '"In the Hours of ~ight." 

"Nothing is more important than what 
h:ippcn-; to one man." ;aid Huie. '·There 
is no r:reater trac:t•dy (h;in unn,?-Cessary 
death t)f iTT:u-tice to one human oeing.•· 

Hu1t• :,;:ud no one has t·,·er t1.1:d him 
,\hat ro 11 r,te. !k's ~o!ien hi:=: ;deas for 
his books thrnugh his life. For instance, 
he ~erwd in th' \".11·y and ;is a j,mrnaltst 
durirn~ World War IL :rnd "The first 
t:n:i· I :-::1w a ,r,wk,1d1• 0f l!l('fl ,\ l:1) would­
n·t L.,.~:r. I v.,i-,; n:!_·:-:.'.::'.,__·-j !!l 1.::1.-.:a:g 0~1t 
11 h:,." Thr s;(l', 1k ~i"~Y- about the onlv 
American CXL'(.'Uted for rdusmg to flght 

• 
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during World War II, was the product of 
that curiosity. ,, .•. -, 

'·The Americanization of Emilv" was 
close to Huie's own experiences· during 
the war. "I was ordered to t:::ke a film 
crrw to Om;:iha Beach during the !\or• 
·mandv inv:ision, You could fir:d tbt film 

• in the.Pentagon and blow dust oif of it. I 
had good cameramen, and three were 
kiiled. I wak~ up now wondering why 
they were kiiled. :\faybe it was 
justified." 

Huie said he is basically a story teller. 
And for two-and-a-half hours the taut­
faced man v.:it!J a!most a military bear• 
ing, mtmaged to silence two usualiy 
taikative reporters· with his interview• 
soliloquy. 

As he spun his tales. he looked directly 
into the eves of his duet audience, slieed 
tlffl,~ air ~·;th emµha~izing hand motions. 
and !rmwed and ra:,ed his voice inflec­
tions a, he took on the verbal character­
i,lics of !lie oe,m!e he talked about and 
emp!w~izrd <:rrtain points. 

1!1s new book, "ln thr Hours of the 
Night." is. he .s::i~d. "a story about the 
atomic bomb ;md disap1XJ,ntments and 
idealism." ·---· 

In the book, Frank Castleton is "fie. 
tional." But those surrounding him are 

• 

real historical figures from Wo:ld War / 
II. Castleton, who worked on the atomic j 
bomb. has a ner.·011s breakdm,n three , 
years later becau,P.. .. .rJ~jdeaEsm has 
been shattered with Hiroshi.ma. 

"AH of the go,·ernmrn! story (in the 
book) is factual and al! that is auoted is 
true. All ( President Franklin D. i Roose­
ve !t says to Castleton, he said to 
somebodv. 

"What ·we have here is a dramatic de­
vice as old as writing. 1 must creare a 
fictional character who represents i 
everybody, who serves a great man. and f 
is atfected by it. as you would have been ! 
had you been foere. You can't depend on i 
historians to do that job. 

"Whenever. you start looking for truth 
after a period of time. you have to tum 
to !b~ novelist and dramatist. A no\·ei is 
the wa:,' to wrire truth. 1t can b~ truer 
than a factual account. ar:d it can reach 
more people than a histo~ian 's. account." 

Huie paused, and wrir.kled his brow. i 
"Hemingway said it better than me. The 
reason I write is to tell fur,rre genera­
tions what it was like to be there. what 
we dreamed, what we honed and what 
the weather was. That's your DUruose - -
all you can hope to achieve." · · 
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'.\11.l.l.\ \1 l ' \ i 1,:d\tl: lieiE. ;n!l!ior of "T!:e Execution of 
Prh·ate St i 

K!:in,man." . 
hours rt'l'er:!' 

.,," "T:1,· \n•.l'ril'anilati,,!l oi Emiiv," ··The 
·! ·· i'ht• Hirll•hima l'lc•i." ~prat two-:'l!ld-a-half 
cxpnumling on his many intriguing theories 

___ _:~ 

-• 

-Staff Photos bv Burt Steei 
ram;in~ from .James E::irl Hay to his philo~ophy of ~ni,i!1;, The 
6:i-year-old Alabama residenr has come out ,, ith a new hook, 
•·In the Hours of the ~...,-i;;ht," ab-out the atomic l-"1mb and the 
people" ho decided to bomb Hiroshima. 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

• 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

W &§lmNG'Jl'(Q)N (AP-Y --
S ®l/il_. B ~y~oildlwater; 
R-Ariz., says the Senate 
il/i1ieUigence coimmittee 
shm11ldl lisieRll ti0 recordlings of 
wireia1ps placed! by the FBI 
@Ill Martin Llllther King Jr. to 
determine if the bureau w&s 
justified! in spying oin the late 
dvH rights lead~ , ===" 

G@lidwater made his 
pri0posal Wednesday during 
testimony by Claielll!ce M. 
Kelfoy, dired@r ofthe FBL 
Kelley tol~t~~elli.gelllce 
committee that the tapes 
recorded at the «:1rrders «:1f the 
fa1te FBI Direct«:1r J. Edgar 
Hoover wm noit be destroyed 
in the 1t1ear future. 

Kelley · said the FBI will 
keep th~ tapes until it deter­

. milliles whether it needs to 
, re-open the investigation m 
Kmg's Hllill8 a~:aaon. 

--
&'ll''Jl'Y. GIE:N. Edward H. 

Levi is to tesi;Hy hefore the 
committee'tod:ay on his 
proposals for curbing :ab1.1Ses 

-by the FBI. F==ii 
Earlier testimony has 

indicated that the FBI was 
-used by presidents as a 
domestic spy agency and 
that Hol{])ver often assigned 
agerrnis io Cl{])mpile files on 
parsons m whom,J1£,ha~ a 
perso!}al i1nte~est. ______ _ 

--- -~-------

---- --
Tu response to Goldwater's 

prn~~z.,~. Frank Church, 
D-Xdatw, chairman of the 
pi:mel, said c«:1mmittee staff 
members purposely 
refrained from listeru.ng to 
the FBI's King tapes becawe 
they thought that to do so 
wm.lld be a further violation 
-of the late civil rights 
leader's privacy.---.. 

JHI(Q)(Q)WER lHl&D told 
associates he was concerned 
l:>-e-~,i~ King was 
associa frng with C«:1m-
m'lmists. r; - · 4 

·----- ---- --
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(Mount Clipping in Space Belowr 

~-. Kelley ~le~ Outs= 
~ FBI Haras~n-ient 
,1 

\j WASHINGTON (AP) - FBI Director Clarence Kel­
i\ iey says he can foresee no circumstances under which 

the FBI would undertake a long campaign of harass­
ment against an individual as it did against slain civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. 

Kelley said he would consult with the attorney gener­
al before authorizing any kind of secret action to pre­
vent impending terrorist violence. 

He made the remarks in an interview published 
Tuesday by the Washington Star. Asked whether a 
campaign of harassment, such as that conducted 
against King, could occur now, he told the Star: 

"Something that would be categorized as a campaign 
of harassment certainly could not happen now." 

But he added that in some situations, he would con­
sider authorizing tactics some might consider harass­
ment and would discuss it with the attorney general. 

Asked about the FBI's past practice of distributing 
bogus brochures i.n an effort to create friction among 
dissident political groups, 'Kelley said, "I don't think 
that we should sponsor any movement that might bring 
about warfare or armed activity between groups no 
matter what might be their goal.'' "" - ·'" 

(Indicate page, nar,0e of 
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75) • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

---------- -~- - -

~~ing slay pro'6i 
critics ignored 

W ASBINGTON ( AP J ,- Ignoring critics who say the ; 
Justice Department should not investigate itself, Atty. • 
Gen. Edward H. Levi is turning to an internal task I 

force for a study of the FBI's handling of the investiga- • 
tion of the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Levi said yesterday· the Office of Professional Re­
sponsibility, which he created last December, will com-
0plete a Justice Department probe of three separate 
issues surrounding King's murder eight years ago. 

He said the task force will study the FBI harassment 
campaign against the slain civil rights leader; any . 
potential links between the FBI and the assassination; 
and the fairness and ponesty of the original FBI inves­
tigation, which resulted in a guilty plea by James Earl 
Ray, now serving a 99-year prison term for King's 
slaying. · ,;,=- ·"JJ I , . . 

OFFICIALS SAID Levi hopes the probe will re-estab­
.,lish the Justice Department's public credibility in the 
1post-Watergate era. 
u Assistant Att:y. _Ge?· J. S~a~I~y Pottinger, head of_ t~\ , 
department's CIVll rights d1v1S1on, conducted a prehmit : 
nary probe of the King investigation and recommende1) , 
that an outside panel including civil rights leaders , 
investigate the.same questions. , 

But Levi rejected that, Pottinger said Thursday, be- '. 
cause the attorney general "believes .'this department , 
has a very serious responsibility to insure that aJ1y. al- . 
leged wrongdoing, whether inside or outside the depart- 1 

ment, is dealt with by the attorney general." .. ' 
Almost asPottinger spoke, ·the Rev. Ralph i, 

Abernathy, successor to King as head of the Southern I' 
Christian Leadership Conference, called for an inde- i 
pendent blue-ribbon panel to probe the assassination. 1 

ABERNATHY SAID he would not be satisfied until 
the president names a special panel of "citizens, who 
owe no allegiance to anyone except to their country and 
to justice and to truth." 

The new internal investigative office is headed by 
former civil rights divison attorney Michael Shaheen .. 
The FBI is known to have opposed creation of Sha- . 
heen's office. · 

Pottinger said the new King probe will require a 
team of four to si~ lawyers to examine about 200,000 
documents in FBI field offices as well as interviews 
with those involved in the investigation. 

Pottinger said his initial investigation found no sign 
that the ori¥inal FBI probe was either fncomplme or 
dishonestly nan~l-~_g. __ . _____ --~ 
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75) • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

~ ./,'f·:L~UJlch~s~N~~-WProo'e · 6, 
W(}.Mtirder ~of Dr. King · 

-: WA$m'iGTON (AP) - The Justice tee of distinguished American citizens 
~~pat,tmeliit on Thursday launched a full who owe nb allegiance to anyone except , 
tetew of.the FBI investiga.tion Qf the to their country and to justice l:lnd to 
<)J~'ath 'of. .Qr. Martin,Luther Ki'llg, al- truth," -Ab~rna'thy said in Atlanta. "I do 
tb'bugh ~tty. Gen. Edward H. Levi said a not have any faith whatsoever in the 
prelimin.ary -inquiry .turned .up no evi-. investigation as conducted by.the FBI in 
dence that the probe was less than thor- the tragic assassination- ... " .1 

J~l~~,(sai~ he ·V\'1n ·assign ~ tea~ 'of . Levi instructed Pottinger, head of the. 
at?pai'tJl1enHawyers to review some 200,- · C::ivil •Rights Division, -to undertake the . 
Joo J1l'B1'documents dealing with the preliminary review after the Senate 
,s~~ssin~tioh of-. King, and als<f the· FBI Intelligence Committee disc~osed d~tails · 
· P!:li!W to harass and'disctedithim as of the fBI_harassm~nt ofKmg until the 
. . · -:right,s•leader. assassmat10n of April 4, 1968, on a motel 

~

:f.~e Jeam of four to six lawyers will . balcony in Memphis, T~nn. . . . 
re,vrew any other relev-ant documents The h~_as~ment was ordered. by.le . 

. 

aiid·eoniiUlt'mteliw'eWstil'i'i'ft;'i,iiilhi'J~FI~ lon~ ,)~~;T;i;Ejg~tiI,~f!},;~f ~~\lf ~·tPI dir,f¢~ : ; ·, 1 
nvestigation, said Asst>-Atty. Gen. J._ P9ttin~er saia '!ine FB1.?ffici_als were· :. ·: 

:·Stanley Pottinge_r. . , ,-;, v~¼~d 1,n plann~ng and d1rectmg the h, - . I 
"" L(i!vi announced hi,s' decision ·afte't -assme~t.r-:f!:e.sa1d all are now. fi}ea(lJ,>r. - · ,; 
stupyin~ the~con,, · . s Pottinger drew tired., ~ut.he ~~9Jineµ tp nal!l:t~he~, ,. ·. /; :· 
frofl} a-preHrriina .. i. ":w oHlbout 3,500 · Levi to~? th~ew task fol'.~ -to .. ~r ,' 
.FBI-documents.,: ~ '·· · ~ · · 1fourques.t10ns: . · ··, 4( . 

~ottinger ha-d: . '.jja~ed the ap- ~~h,ether the FBI probe of King's ,: 
pomtment of, an~o tom.mission in- slaymg·:was thorough and honest. ,: 
eluding civii fig~ts: Itia'ii~i~.,:.to pu;sue -Whether there is any evideqce the :! 
!h~inve·stig~tio~( ; .. ·::. ·_: '.\. ·. · F~I was involved in the assassination of ii 

B,ut Levi reJeeted.,ttl"1e, ap.Proach be- Kmg .. · .. -. . ,... . · . 
cal).se he ,·"believ¢s thlsr department has -Wheth~! m h~ht of t!Je first fa~o mat­
a \.lery serious responsibiI'i,ty. to insure ters there 1s any n~w evidence which has 
th~t any alleged wrongdoing, whether · come to t~e attention of t~e ~epartment 
ins.rde or outside the depatt~ent, is dealt C?Qc~rmng the assass.mat~on of Dr-. 
wi{hby the attorneygeneral,".Pottinger Kinf . · . · 
toll.a Ill"eMTs conference. · -Whether t~e natu.re of the relation- . 
_ ll~yfs:,eds~on to keep the investiga- ship b~tw~en th~ FBI ~nd Dr:;Ki?g_c,~lls 

tiol:witnm;the department was attacked for crn!'mal. prosecut10m;, ~1sc1plU?ary 
. inwiediately 'by the Rev. ~alph D. Aber:- proceedmgs or other appropnate action. . 
· naJ!.by· who succeeded King as head of James Earl Ray was, arrested for· 
· tM·S~utµ~tn·'Christiiµi Leader~p-Con- killing King, P!ead~d ~lty and was ~en- ' 
. -felncit. : •.'·• , ' ·, tenced to 99year$ m p:gspn. He has smce ' 

di l ,,,~mit be satisfied u.ntH the >gone to court.in an eff(l&t,tc wi~raw his.: 
.17'.;:si:dent i,; _mm_oints a special commit- plea and.go to trial. · · 
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FD-35C-,(B,ev. 11-11-75) • • 
· LB'J, :TFK AdministratiO~~ \ 
· Linked to King· Smear Job 

' WASHINGTON (AP) - High officials congressiona~ .panel to monitor intelli-
. in 'the Kennedy and Johnson administra- gence agencies._ _ 
ti,ons mus.t share th.e blame for the FBI's The report suggei;;ted that the FBI at­
campaign to destroy Dr, Martin Luther tack against King' was motivated both· by 
_King, a Senate intelligence ,commi:ttee · a suspicion.that Communists were serv­
staff report said Wednesday. · ·ing as adv:isers to the civil rights leader 
: It _said there was no evid~nce that any- ~nd by dir_ector J. Edgar Hoove:r's per: · 

one outside the .FBI approved the- cam:.. sonal feeling ttiat King was "no good." 
paign'against King, but-it concludf!d that The staff said they had found no 
"officials responsible for supervising the eviden,ce th_at any of King's atlv.iae.ii '¼at• 

'FBI received indications that such an ef- -t~o exploit the civil rights move-
-fott ... might be taking place and · · · ~,--
failed to take adequate steps to prevent . i:n~t to car:'ry out ~he,p&,a~he. 
it." - · · I C~i11inm1sf Party." · 

the report said evidence showed that: • •.!\;~cording to the report, in. October, 
-Atty. Gen. Rober~ F. Kennedy was .la"S.3, Atty. Gen. Kennedy _approved in 

given a summary of information obtain- writing the installation of wir_etaps in 
ed from bugs placed in King's hotel &';.iig?s home· and in_ 'the New .York_ and 
rooms; · - . . - . Atlanta offices of the Southern Christian 

-Atty. G~n. Nicholas De-B. Katzen-· L~dershipCo'nferenceinordertodeter­
b,ach and Asst. Atty:. Gen. Burke Mar- iliiile the extent of '·'Communist influ- • 
shall to.I.ct Prestdent Johnson that the FBI encein.the racial situation." · ···· '.' 
:had offered to play tape recordings of .. Three months later the -first of 15 :bugs 
the l;>ugs to reporters; · · was installed in King's hotel r,aom with-

-The FBI offered to play the tape .out Kennedy's knowledge, .ac~oraing t~. 
recordings for Johnson aide Walter JI- ihe report. An FBI mem9 st-eted·that the, 
kins; and · .bugs were needed to obtain information\·· 

£
-Johnson aide Bill Moyers approv d ~bout the private activities of King and'.\ 
nding FBI .reports eontaining derog -·,. his associates so that he could be "com~ -
y personal information about King to pletely discredited." ... · · t, · · 
er government agencies. . , , The'FBI's-efifor,t to ·filsct:E!dit Dr. King 

"The evidence revea•ls a disturbing : and the Southetn Christian L~dershiit} 
attitude of unconcern l!>.y responsibl~ f Conference "involved plans touching~rut 
offid;:ils and. a Jai-lure on t~~'i'r; part to : 'virtually every aspect of Dr. King's Ii~,,, 
make approp~iate correttive-l.neasures:i 1 'and even continued after his d,eat&. .the 
the report sa,id_. 1 ~pdtt"Sa:i'I. , · · · 

One FBI memo quoted in the report .. , Ii!vidence contain~ Jn. tbe. :i:eport-. 
stated .that Jenkins had suggested leak- 'J slip:med th~ the FBlcattipa1gn fflcluded: 
ing t'he hotel room tapes to tp~ pre~s.. • ~Attempts to persuade officials at · 
However, ·the report added th·afifi' a· • Ma~1tu~tte·, Univer~ity and ·spr,ingfield 
sworn interview "Jenkins e~pressly. 1 eollege ilot to grant King an ho1:1orary: 
denied" making such a -suggestion. . 

1 
degree;. i . ·. ( \ .. 

. The 10'5-page study, which contained I i \ _ ~-:p.er,.~uading Francis Cardinal Spell­
: few new disclosul!es £oncerni-ng the ,- · ~· .- \to _make an uns~ccessful attempt to 

reau's self-described, campaign "to co· - , p. vent a meeting-between King,and-th~e 
pletely1 discredit King as the l~ader · f - ·p pe;·· · . 

: the Negro people," was released .a · a · . · Attempting to pel_"suadt:! then-V •' ·•· . 
· supple.,mentary volume to the intell~- Pre~jden~ Humphrey and New Yo. k 

gence panel's final report made public · ·Gov.• Nelson Rockefeller not t,o part1ci­
last week. . , · . 'pat~ in :,ceremonies honori~g King for 

A total of 13 supplementary v~lumes haying won the Nobel Peii<;,e Prize; · · 
win• be released "'in order tµa t the · , ,:o-Fali;ely informing contributors to · 
America,n public may fully know -the e»- -t!lfo SCL(; that King. was _st~shiilg money 
tent of the crimes" committed by· U .S: - , ,atwayinJ,a Swiss bank account; - . . 
intelJigehce agencies, chair~an Frank · ;\f; .::,..Fuiinishing Atlanta:r<~anstitution edi-

. Chtirc!t, D-Idali_o, said. . . ·" 1 
'\ \,' .1--· ;' 'for Ra:li>piiMcGill witij ~~~ogat~ff•.Jii(or--. 

. • fburcb,p,:t~e clea~ tl\at,relea~e·of:t~e-~• f King_a ' • 'iiifan~f!9 
voium,.es-was mtende<l to, b~s£_c,1 the,,~lls~;, ~ muni., 
ofsenator,g calfinififof creat'i.orl of1a1fiii.'Eiv.f: 1 

!· ~ildm . an ii.et.ho-
~- • ",: 

0

' .-'t' , /\ '~i.,'.(.i'\'.',e/ ---=~--=,,====="" 
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10 AflA~TA 

CHARLOTTE 

B IRi'itHJGHAM 

CHICAGO 

NEW YORK 

sr. LOUIS 

REBUtEL TO ALL OfFICES DATEn JULY 28, 1976, WHIC~ SfT 

FQ~IH BACKGROUND INfOR~ATION CONCERNING REVIEW OF OUR 

:t~P.TI:'4 LUTH-ER KHrni, JRt-, H~VESIIGA!!ONS BY A TASK FOHCF. OF 

l ?~£ OfFICS OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY COPR), DEPARfMENT 
., 

PURPOS2 OF !HIS TELETYPE IS ro ~LER! RECIPIENTS REGARDING 

PLMlS OF O?R TASK FORCE PERSOtHIEL TO VISIT THEIH OFFICES 0 

CO~Il~U€ REVIEW OF OUR KING INVESTIGATIONS; 

nu.:H:rn AUGUSig 1976,. TASK FORCE PERSONNEL FRED FOLSOM, 

LEADER~ JAMES WAL.K€R; ,JOSF;PH GRO,SS; .JAMES KIECKHEfER MW 

~lLLIA~ WHITE WILL ARRIVE AT THE FOLLOWING OFFICES ON DATES 

I~OICA[EDt ATLANTA AUGUST 2-3 1 1976; BIRMINGHAM AUGUST 4•5, 

I 

(S j-/OG?} - /3:iCJ 
SEARCHED.~ INJ)EXED, r 
SERIAI.IZED:-~lf'LED...;. .... -....--, 

L291976 
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l'S16; AND NEW ORLEANS /\UGUST 5 ... 6, uns. PRIOR TO JOHHNG THE 

r: GROUP HJ ATLANTA, WALKER ij!Lt ARRIVE AT THE CHARLOTTE OFFICE ON 

THE tllOR!HNS OF' JULY S0, 1976. WITH EXCEPTION OF' ATl .. r-\N!A ~-HE TASK 

FORCE DE~IRES IO REVIEW KING ASSASSINATION FILES (MURKIN>f THE 

I~lELLl~ENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING AND ALL KING RELATED 

Si:GUR l!'f FILES,; IN AlLANr'A THE TASK FORCE IS ONLY Il'f!ERESTED 

IN 1 REVIEWINB MURKIN FILES AND PLANS A S~COND TRIP TO ATLANTA 

AT A LATER DATE TO REVIEW ALL SECURitY FILES~ 

DURING THE WEEK OF AUGUSf !tS-20, t5n{$ 1 TRAVEL 15 PLANNED 

ro ;;HICAGO, sr., LOUIS MW SPRINGFIELD, AL,tHOlJGH DURATION OF' '1HtE 

IN EACH OFFICE IS UNKNOWN AI PRESENT. ALL KING RELATED FILES 

ARi ro BE tiEVIEWED IN ST .. LOUIS ,um SPRINGFIELD. IN CHICAGO -.HE 

TASK FORCE IS IN!E:RESTE:D HU1'1ALLY IN REVIEWI!\IG ONLY THE MURK!N 

ilLE ANJ PLANS A LATER v1s1r TO REVIEW THE KING INTELLIGENCE 

INVESTIGATION AND RELATED SECURITY FILES. ADDITIONAL DETAILS 

REGARDING fRAVEl OF !HE TASK FORCE DURING THE PERIOD ·AUGUUT !6•20, 

l~76, WILL BE P OVIDED. NO SPECIFIC DATES FOR TRAVEL TO NEW YORK 

t{Jli,/E BE[N SEf O!.HER !HAN IT wIU. Bf! AFTER AUGUST 20 !97€,. 

II IS NOTED THAT ALL PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE ARE 

AUTHORIZED tOTAL ACCESS TO PERTINENT FILES AND SUBFILES AT FBIHQ 

AND IN THl FIELD REGARDING INVESTIGATION OF KING, HIS FANILY 

.·1E:.'.15ERS AND ASSOCIATES. nus WILL INCLUDE COVER PAGES oF· 

I ~~v. 

'it. . ..-........ ,.~~.,•>·~---- ........ _, •. _,,,.,,· ... """"~·~'~. "--'-•~"">-•~-IJ<.0,•· ·-·· -·-- _, - ---- -~- • 

J 
i 

. ' 
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INFORMANTS WHO WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS AT THAT 7 1ME 

AtW INDIVIDUAi..$ WHO ExPiEsSED OR IMPLIED CONF'lDEirrIALITY,. 

I:~f OfH1A~H FILES ARE NOT TO BE t1ADE AVA IL ABLE i(.I I nmur PR !OR, FBI HQ 

AUTHOR I !Y,. 

BECAUSE OF SENSITIVITY INVOLVING OUR INVESTIGATION OF 
I 

StMJL£Y D~VH) t.EVISO,N, rr HAS StF.N hECOMMENDED !O THE )EPARTMEN1 

THAT HIS FILE AT FBIH& AND IN THE FIELD BE RESTRICTED TO REVIEW 

BY fQLSOM ONLY. _THE DEPARTMENT HAS NOT RENDERED A DECISJON ON 

nus frECOMMi!J,H)A!IOH •.. THEREFPRE, UN.'r n. FURTHER NOTICE, RECIPIENTS 

ARE TO DENY ALL TASK r·ORCE PERSONNEL ACCESS 10 LEVISON' S F'U.E. 
' 

RECIPIEOO!S ASSION COORDINAlOR ro HANDLE LIAISON ~ITH TASK 

,FOHCE PERSONNEL ANO PROVlD!r: OFFICE SPACE IM WHICH TO CONDUCT 

REVIEW. CONFIRM THEIR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE BY TELETYPE AND 

KEEP FBIHQ ADVISED OF SIGIIFJCANT.DEVELOPMINTS. 

ENO 

FBI NOL CLR WLH 

'j 
- ; j,,: 

. ,, -••·--''t.,.,.., ... :.~ .•• 
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'ro ALL SACS 

MARTI\! LUTHlR KINGt JR. GUDED Auqusr 9, 1S76 

. fOR INFORMATION PF RECIPIENT$ THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (AG> 

. HAS ORDERED A REVIEW. OF THE FBr 5 'INVESTlGA!!OrJ OF MARTIN 

l,UTHER KH1G~ ASS.taru:-i·- IO CONDUCT !HIS REVIEW IS A r ASK FORCE 

\i/ORKI:·JG UN:J£R DIRECTION OF THE OF'FICE OF PROFESSIONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY <OPR> OF THE DEPART~ENT OF JUSTICE~ TH~ 

ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS INDICATED THE'. REVIEW IS TD RESOLVE.THE 

·1fOLLOWHrn FO!JR QUeSTIONSi (1) WAS THE FBI INVES'IGAT!ON OF' 
' 

E\1-lDENCi. THE FBI. WAS INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSI~ATION? CD IS 

· :·;~Z..-:E f\~Y NE: 1.i/ l!VIDErl!Ct l1HUCH HAS COME· TO THE ATTENTION OF HF.: 

DEPAETMENI CON~ERNING THE ASS~SS~N~TION7 (4) LOES THE 

· ~ELAIIONSHIP BETWZIN tHE BUREAU AN~ KING CALL FOR CRIMINAL 

PROSEf;llTIONS, DISCIPLINARY ?ROCEEDPJGS OR OTHER APPROPRll~TE 

ACTION? 

fHlS RIVIEW IS A CONTl~UAJION OF A ~PARllAL 1REVIEW" REC~NTLY 

/1,1 u~t~tAI . 
:f . ' 

(67,-. / 06 7 3 •/.J;//,: 
I 

' •, ,:,·_ / SEARCHEO ___ INDEXED---,--1 
. SERIALIZED ___ JILEO_./ · C' ·· 

. JUL 291976 
FBI - NEW ORLEANS 

t~,~' - . ' ., -~-·_,., .?.--~~ ..... _...,_.,..._,.,,·,~,.,,_...,._~ ...... _,..,,,, ... ..,,_,;:. -- ., ________ , __ ~:......✓,~.,;_-,_._, __ "'_ , __ 
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,. .. ;-~ ": -~ ! ~ ~ ~..,_ ' . ' 
.... :._,: _.!' ·i·, 

:>~· \ '_•:·,tt,-:-· 
L • ,. 
' 
I 

i, 
i 

CONDUCTED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER 

Dli:ECiIOt~ OF ASSISTANT AG J. Sl'ANJ,.EY POTTINGER4t ALL PERSONNEL 

ON TH£ T'ASK r~ORCE. ti.RE AUTHORIZED IOTAt ACCESS 1'0 OUR FILES 

PfRIAINING TO KING•s ASSASSIIATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE INVEST!• 

GAf-ION OF KING AND ANY FU.ES RELAT!NG TO BASIS FOR THESE 

INVESTIGATIONS. THIS WILL INC 

UDE COVER PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS 

CONTAHHftlG IPEN!Il!ES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND INFORMANTS WHO 

WERE ND! AFFbRDED SYNBOL NUMBERS At THAT !l"E AND INDIVIDUALS 

WHO EX?:<:ESSED OR li'1PLU:D CONF'!DENTIA.LITY9 

ro UA.T.E !HE tASK J'ORCE HAS REV tEWED YB !HQ AND l.\!FO FILES 

CONCgR~ING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING CAPTIONED •NURKIN, 

Bl.JP.EAU FILE 44,...33g.s1 • TAS-K FORCE MEMBERS HAVE TRAVELED 10 

,.- ~:-1Prl IS, :'Ii U.WAUK.EE, KANSAS Cl TY, OMAHA, SAN FRANCISCO AND 

i 

LOS ANGELES AND REV !EWED MURK HI ANL lNH:LL !GENCE INVEST lGA'f I ON 

FILE~ or THOSE o,~1cis. FUTURE TRAVEL BY THE TASK FORCE IS 

PLA~~ED FOR ATLANTA, BlRNlNGHAM, CHARLOTTE, CHICAGO, NEW ORLEANS, 

. ~EW YOfn:, ·sP !NGr'IEL;) AND :sr. LO!HS, 
,i~ 

~- AFiER ABOVE TRAVEL IS COMPLETED AND KING RELATED SECURITY .. 
~ILES AI FBJKQ ARE REVIEWED, THE TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEEN THE 

riAJO~IrY OP SERIALS IM OiJR FILE:S RELATING ro THE KI.NG lNVESTI-

GAircms. HOWElJiR, SINCE IT IS !HE GOAL or fHE 1ASK FORGE ro 

f. ~~:; ·' ~"E~ ~ii.:W KING REL.A!ED FILES· IN EVERY flELD. OFF.ICE, IT WlLL SE 

h:;--- ,, 
l ~.,, . , • . 

l.iL,t:..L.i.2~ir.,i,L. ,,· ,;.;,~:;; ::,,; · 
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i 

'PAGE 1, nutEE 
i 

i. ,,, 'NECE'.S,SARY, TO F'ORWAfH} XEROX COPIES Of FILES FROM 'THE REMAlNirJG 

THSREiOAE, ALL RECIPIENTS WITH EXCEPlIDN OF THOSE OFFICES 

~:}M~,(L A80VEt FUHN !SH P'BIHQ ONE XE,ROX CO?Y OF EACH SERIAL co~ ... 
: ·. TAI NED lN YOUR l<lNG fM~SASSlNA!lON F'IJ..E CAP'ilONED "~URlUN••• I-:' 

1:{ l~EQUESTED nus PJA TERI.AL BE PROCESSED !1~D MA n.ED TO REACH FBI HQ 

'PR!GR/1!t1i ~UGUST 9, t916., THIS MATERIAL SHOULD BE SE~JT BY 
,I . , -

mrsfs·ra:Rfi:D MAH ••. A!TfNTlON DEPUTY ASSIST/HIT DIFH!CTOR INGRAM. 
i 

lNfti.LLIGf:NCE iHVISlON. 
·/ 

/• ' 

;IF MWHUN F!l..E$ COl'1ffAlti ldlfY PHOTOGRAPHS~ FXHIBiTS OR OTHER 

1r!~~,iHIQH CANNOT B[ XEROXED A BRIEF jESCRIPTION OF EACH 1rEM 

" A!'E '1rs LOCATION SHOUt..O BE SET FORTH IN YOUR COMMmU:CA1'IONS 

'r:HANS~Il'T'.HiG TM£ DOCUMEMTS ra FlifIHQ. 

. ,, 

$1JBSEQUEN! INSTRUCTIONS WILL. BE lSSUC:D CONCERNING SUBttllSSIOW 

OF COP'lES· OF' OUR INTELLIGENCE INVES!IGATION OF KING AND R:i:lATED 

SECUWliY FILES. OFFICES TO BE VISITED IN THE FUfURE BY fASK 

~ORCt PERS0¥NEL WILL ALSO. BE FURNISHED APPROPRIAfE INSTRUCflO~S 

BY s';~PAfU tE: f; or4;11U.N!CA ! ION. 

; , 

'. 3~ .. J~•:ce •.•; :iY. ~, ;1,Cc ~-'/ :_:,, .C 3 .:... _ 

I . i 
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-,it. llt I qt4X :a. · • r· ., . ., 
t, 

• • 
3:00P~ ~ITEL 7-30-76 CMB 

P~OM DIEECfOR (120-106670) 

,'1ARTI'i LUPER KPJG, JR.; BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976. 

~lBUfEL TO ALL SACS JULY 28, 1976. 

FURIHiR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DEPARTM2NT OF JUSfICE ~ASK 

GAl'I:J.J, A~· OUTLINED Ul RE/ERENCED TELETYPE. 

I; i;aLL BS :;s::;ESSARY O\L y TO XER ox TH?: FIRST PASE OF MJY 

:.:ocu:Ef,T DJ YOUR MURKIN FILS If A COPY OF THAT DOCUME:.:-r HAS 

32i~ SUBMITIED !O FBIH~ THIS WILL INCLUDE BOIH DOCUMENTS 

O;<IG!,~P.l L~G IN YOUR OFFICE AND THOSE RECEIVED FROM OTH:'.R FELD 

DIVISIO:·JS. ANY DOCUMENTS IN YOU1\ MURKIN FILE, COPIES OF 

¼~ICH ~AVE ~OT BEEN SUBMITTED TO FBIHQ MUST BE REPRODUCED IN 

IHEI~ ~NTiqETY AND FORWARDED TO FBIHQ. 

r: IS :,;OTED THAT THIS FIRST PAGE SHOULD CONTAIN ·~HE FI;:;:LD 

Of~IC£ SIRIAL NUMB[R IN ORD2R THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN 

~AK~ A COMPLSTE CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING OF EACH FIELD 

SEARCH 
SERIALIZ 

JUL 301976 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



----M■l·.--1-----------------
FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 
8/6/76 

Transmit the following in -------------,=-----:-----:---:--------;--;------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYEE URGENT 
Via---------- --------cr=Pr_e_ce......,d,-en-c-;eJ----------, 

------------------------------------------------' ---------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR • 

. RE BIRMINGHAM NITEL, AUG. 5, 1976. 

THE FIVE MAN TASK FORCE OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY (OPR), DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, ARRIVED IN THE 

NEW ORLEANS OFFICE AT 9:20 A. M., AUG. 6, 1976. ALL VOLUMES OF 

THE FOLLOWING NEW ORLEANS FILES WERE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE TASK 

FORCE FOR REVIEW: MURKIN FILE (NO 157-10673); COMMUNIST INFILTRA­

TION OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, IS-C. 

(N0-100-16849); MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SM-C (NO 100-16800); 

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION IN RACIAL MATTERS (CIRM), IS-C (NO 100-17-12 ); 

IN ADDITION VARIOUS 44, 157 AND 173 FILES WHICH CONTAIN REFERENCES 

TO KING WERE MADE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW. THE TASK FORCE DID NOT 

MAKE ANY REQUEST FOR ANY XEROXING OF THE MATERIAL REVIEWED AND 

THEY DEPARTED THE NEW ORLEANS OFFICE AT APPROXIMATELY 3:25 P.M., 

AUG. 5, 1976, OSTENSIBLY TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON, D. C. 

END. 

'.} - 13;2.3 

1 
,r 'J _ JtO c,, 1 J 

Searclle<l · . ~ _, 
Serial:zud _______ _ 

lnrlP.xed __ . 

Sent 

Filed_rJ-l.fl-- /J !'= 
I f M Per -~~LF----

GPO : 1975 0 - 590-992 
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:1/t/71 

!Oi lIBC!OI _, DI 
AJJ!lffIOlh IVDCff Am> AOC~ IECTIOH . . r~ Mm PEUOMOL IIYUIOJ1 

noth IAO.' DV 0~ (lte-1111•> (JW'C) 

~·ur.ma· rDtO, ·n., 
DIPAM1mffAL MflD& 
COi! DAU . 

. ' . ~ 

le .1~. a!:tel~ l/t/'7l,;,_ 

.. . :bi,_.~•• te ~~-~ ·ait•l• tM foll.cwiq: 
JtNc,inla••·~ ~ · . • ~mau. Nri.n ef rev 
~1-•• bl: f~• Nia.M~ ,, KDG,, JR .. z 

. ~. 

.ff.I~ 
J hun 
I ~ 
:i · U.vs 
2 lfeU;'ff, 

~- ~· ,~ -- "will. -,t .• 1n.i-.. ta the Jew 
· · ~-•~ .. ~:._ .~1~. •eon !lDJiOOXB 

, .coRmt&DIAL co~, AD· 
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----.-----· ~""""""~ ... ~•-.,-.,,,..,.,....,,.,.....,.-•,,,-,-·-----· . -- -..--.·--•~--...... 

• 
NR 005 BH CODE 

8:13 PM NITEL AUGUST 5, 1976 FAS 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

NEW ORLEANS 

FROM BIRMINGHAM (100-4896) (P) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

• 

RE ATLANTA NITEL TO DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM, AUG. 3, 1976, 

AND BIRMINGHAM NITEL TO BUREAU DATED 12/11/75. 

THE FIVE-MAN TASK FORCE OF THE OFFICE OF PROFESS! NA.L 

RESPONSIBILITY COPR), DEPARTMENT OF.JUSTICE, ARRIVED IN THE 

BIRMINGHAM OFFICE AT 3:55 AM ON AUG. 4, 1976. ALL VOLUMES OF 

THE FOLLOWING BIRMINGHAM FILES WERE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE 

TASK FORCE FOR REVIEW. MURKIN FILE <44-1740); SOUTHERN LEADER­

SHIP CONFERENCE, RACIAL MATTERS; COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 

THE SOUTHERN CHRIST IAN LEADER SH IP CONFERENCE, IS- C, B H 157-115; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SM-C, BH 100-4896; AND COMMUNIST IN-

FILTRATION IN RACIAL MATTERS CCIRM) IS-C, BH 100-5150. THE 

TASK FORCE LEADER REQUESTED THAT XEROX COPIES OF ALL NEWSPAPER 

CLIPPINGS IN BIRMINGHAM FILE 44-1740 SFl, BE SENT TO FBI HDQ., 

ATTN; JAY ALHIZER, WHERE THEY WILL BE REVIEWED AT A LATER DATE. 

BIRMINGHAM WILL SUBMIT THIS MATERIAL BY SEPARATE AIRTEL. 

SEARCH£ NOEXEQ _ ____, 
SERIAL/ !LED-.- -... .. 

AUG 51876 
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• • 

PAGE TWO (100-489€) (P) 

THE TASK FORCE MADE NO OTHER REQUESTS AND DEPARTED FROM 

THE BIRMINGHAM FBI OFFICE AT APP OXIMATELY 12:40 PM, AUG. 5, 

1976, PRESUMABLY TO TRAVEL TO NEW ORLEANS. 

END. 

FBI NO WLH CLR 
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Beiow) 

KiR,g~piebe . .. :a rel8ased 
-- ,.___ JASBi(J'S,'QTQij (AP)-· A pair of ·inen'~hort§l'O \ 

·wit)l an -t:inusuar-1aundry.. mark was ·one o'f .the Clues I 
that FBI· agents pursued in their sear.ch for' the assas­
sin of Martin· Luther Ki.ng Jr, in· 1968, according _to, 
n¢wly drsclos~IJ._ F?J fjles. · • k · • : 

A'.g'ei),ts ats~'"1Y"e:Stigati;irl seven men, named John 
Will-aid becau$-~ ·ute suspected assassin use'd ,that 
name when h_e checked into a rooming house near the 
hotei' where King stayed on· his fatai v~sit to Mem-
phis, Tenn. · 

Tl1ose details ,emerged m a review of 442 pages of · • 
FBJ; files on j.ts in_vestigaHon of the Api;-il 4, 1968, 
slaying of the civil rights leader. The F:BI release!L;, 
t!Te-,daeam'en_ts frOJil a total of 18,000 pages 't'ocom­
ply with requests under the Freedom of Information 
Act. There was no indication when additional files 
would ;be ma4e public._ . 

A House committee is now investigating, the King 
slaying. · · 

THE FIRST BATCH of papers d.ealt wtth:the inves­
tigation's early flays and did not referto James Earl 
Ray; who was arrested in London on June 8, 1968, 
and pladed guilty to_ shooting King. Ray, now serv~ 
ing a -year prison term, has since recanted and is 
seekin .to change his plea and go to trial. ·1 

The •·apers showed that -hundreds of FBI·· gents 
chase· scores of rumors, and tips from citize. s, and· 

-tri_e Jo use such, clues as_~he s.~ort~~~__!!!___!l_~--

,sh :t t_o tr~ek the killer's identity. The und~ear 
w , found i_n- a suitcase the assassin apparently left 
~t he-roommg house: . \ 

Agents called ,on the .Textile Marking Machine Co. 
of Sy:acuse, _N.y_, fQr help in tracing the launcjry 
markmgs. The Hileory was that pinpo_inting the laun­
d~y that washed tlle..assa~si~'s underwear might pro-: 
v1pe further clues to his identity and, his where­
abouts. 

... ~a,,.1.· to all of Textlle's sales representatives 
d!sc . sed that only .one area of tne tJ@ited- Simes' 

H~e · ·ortheast) utilt.zes this code system," one memo 
s_a1d. i gents _were ordered to check out a three-page 
11st o laund~ies tha} might _have made the marking. i 

TH:E FBI S ~E\\;IARK bureau, checking out New ' 
J er~ey la_undnes;,jnentioned in its findings in an II 

~pn~ 8 memo th~i· one Haddonfield, N.J., cleaner 
advise~ he does n .: ·launder underwear .... " -
_ The first b~tciJ of documents did not indicate 

whether the laundr~mark was ever traced. Nor did 
the documents ShQ~:whe.ther any of the John Wil-
lards became invol~ed in the case. . . . 

Agents in New York asked the America~ Express 
Co. for credit re·co1>ds· on .anyone named John Wil­
lard_. ·1he_credit ca~'c-J company came up with se'ven. 
all ;YI\, different middle names or initials.IF 1 

Age, ~s found one J?hn Willard at his home in a_ , 
f~rd, ·iss., and det€rmined that he had -been mowing 

:-... · 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

SEC A-3 

STATES ITEM 

__NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

Date:11-17- 76 
Edition: 

Author: 

EditcWALTER G. COWAN 
TitleKING PROBE DATA 

RELEASED 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: N • 0 • 
D Being Investigated 

f$1f~ ID'?->-/3Jio 
D-:;:or--· 

ERIALIZEO ... £.L ____ FILED __ .,Q__£L_ 
N f" •) e! 1 :·: -i F, . , r. n 1. , 

FBI-NEW ORLEANS 

-~_!~_lawn at the time.King was shot. 'l 
~-,,.--.,~ ~~.-' • ''""""''f~• ,-...... .,.-...... ~ .. ~:--.,,.. , • --:: ... - .,-;:,.~::;:;:;;;;..~~~- -~----= ... -- ·~ _, V .. ..----;; .. ~~-. - i-.... ~ ~-~~-p> .,,, ,> -~, ":•"'-,.,.,- •."•~ • .... ...,.--,-• ,• -,-- - ••- '"<• •·~. :,,~"J" _. ~' -••~..,,,.-- -~ - •• 
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• 
12/7/11 

MltECTOit 1t FII ' '. 
AfftWTIOB: B~rl' AMD ACCOUWZin IECTIOH 

FIHANCX .AJm PDSOIUL DIVISIO'I . . . . 

·MAJlTIN IJffHD. KINQ • JJ.~ ; 
DEPAR"hftnrrAL . UVIEW; 
COST DATA. 

· In reaponae to Bureau ni~•l dated $/6/71, "quea~in1 
JMmthly repons OS\ ~••tt spept: on Deparitaatal review of Kev 
Orleans FBI · files en eaptbned stab, Mt,. New Orleans r-·eports no 
aueh aetivi ty •iM• art. npcrted .. · · 

· · UA<:B • no ftmth~ · MOa'thlI BW'llliasions will be made by~ 
Nw Orleau, un:til aubsequeat •Act vi'tJ' is directed and tuider-

. taken 111 1:bia matter. 

\ 

)J 
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MEO 005 35200 152 

P 160015z nzc 1s 
i::Nl !Y/Eri!PHI S (44-1987) (P) 

D I~ECT0R C 4 4 - 3 8 8 6 l ) <R O UT I NE ) ---,. 
~JEW 0RL:'.ANS <PRIORITY) 

BT 

T\.l~T hiHlLE' 1 \I SALT_ AKE 
/ 

1958, KE 1'4€T wIL{·r~."" 3. MA~TINEZ CLC!H~S T'J \,tfi\_lP-'. _____ _,, __ ,, ___ ._ // 

ALLEGEDLY TOLD TO 

lf(; Ji..~'": .. , \ 

.,,,NEW ORLEAM 

J 
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PAGE TW'J NE 44-1987 

Bl-ir,"l\l RES ID PH? AS A FUGIT I VE I~ LOS A \IGEL ES D 1_rq P'1G THF PEP. I 'JD 

CO:P1 ITT!ID TO tt1f"t7'P 
--V ; 

WITH ONE JIMMIE W .. RAY, 102 

CLA9ICE D~IVE;, 1'1EMPHIS. .,IS REOUE'.S1 WfoS APPR:)VED .. 0~1 PVi:TL I, 
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"" 

WHO PR EV IO ns_~ Y 

l<"iEW SPJP!J ~ES DlJRI \18 Ti-!AT TIME., 

THE Bt:REAU HAS I~1STC;UCTED THAT RAY BE LOCATED AND i1TER-

, 

[Jiu LFWJSB!~G, i'1ISS. IN 1967 HE WAS D~~818ED AS 6'L .. TALL, 

i: 
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i 

l 

t 
l. 

• 
176 POlJl\lDS, BLACK HAIR, BRJW:cJ EYES .. HE l.l'AS DISCHt{'GED FP.JM THE 

JI~MIE WAY1~ RAY IS THE INDIVIDUAL T0 WHO~ MARTI~EZ ADDRFSS~D 

LETTERS F"O~ SIMP0NIS, P,~D THtH M.l.\RTI"lEZ IS OBVIOllSLY "?ISTMU.:>v 

~EW ORLEA~S AT NEW ORLEANS, ATTEMPT TO LOCfTE JIM~I~ ~fY1E 

BT 

35 ?0021.Z !\JI") l 
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 
. File No. 

• 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Birmingham, Alabama 
December 15, 1976 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER_KING, JR., 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

-
. On December 14, 1976, BH T-1, who has furnished in-

sufficient information to establish his reliability, furnished 
the following information: ' ·/ 

,/ .' . - ,/ 

Source met Dr. Gus Prose}{, M.D.·. for the ~rst _time 
in late 1967 or poss ·r , , at Gul. ' nt 
and Lounge on Highway 78 East Birmingham, Alab a. 
had just moved to Birmingham from northern Al oama, possibly 
Albertviile, and was udown nd out and bitter" since his wife 
had run off with another n and he had suffered financial 
reverses. Prosch and th source became regular drinking part­
ners at Gulas' and on oc asions the source loaned Prosch money, 
perhaps $20 at a time. At this time, Prosch did not want 
people to know his identity, probably/since he was a doctor, 
and he used the name John Willard did often introduced himself 
to people at Gulas 1 as on 1 ·rd. In early 1968 Prosch was 
setting up a medical practice ·11 Birmingham. 

/ 
In. approximately ebruary, 1968. at Gulas '., ;Prosch 

introduced a friend of h·s to the source and this m~h's name 
was Frank Liberto (Pho etic}. The source saw FranJt Liberto 

~~".l-at Gulas;'· with Prosch· ~n February or March, 1 
. ::,"'!," ,.-~a weekend, as many as six or seven tim.es. He 

c;1,,tcb ~ Liberto (Phonetic) as a white male, in his. lat thirties, 
\ or early forties at the time, six feet tall,/90 pounds, dark 

complexii:rned, with a full head of black. pai:t" and dark eyes .. 
Liberto was well built, well dressed~ and a nice looking man. 
The source learned that Liberto owned an unnamed truck stop 
on Lake Pontchartrain in New Orleans and Prosch described him. 
to the source as the head of the Greek Mafia in New Orleans# .,3 

This document contains ·neither recom-
men~ations nor conclusions of the FBI ./~1- 16G 1 :3.-f3?--4 
It is the property of. tI:-e FBI ~HM_~_..INDEXED_~----·· , · 
loaned to your agency, 1 t and WLt~ ___ flLED__________ .. . ... -·· 

tents are not to be distribute out){Cl7-1976 ,_,:,tr..:., 
side your agency. 

---,- ---------
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Source never saw Liberto drive an automob-il€, and did not 
- - know if he came· td Birmingham in a car -or :by plane. on··: 
-- ,inost occasions, when he saw Id berto wi tp_ Prosch at Gu las' , 

Liberto had one· or· two male ·companions in - his company:.' 
His impression was that Liberto's companions were body 
guards and/or underlings. 

At sometime in.February, 1968, Prosch started showing 
·affluence and definitely_ had money .. Prosch was intensely 
interested in guns of all kinds and always had pistols 6n 
his person. The source believed that Prosch and Liberto had 
some k_ind of a gun deal in operation. 

On or about March 15, 1968, the source was at ('~:s' 
Restaurant with Prosch.and Liberto. Looking out the wind0w . 
to the parking lot he observ d a grey colored car park and fl· 
black man· came from the ca to the restaurant. He recog kzed 
this individual as the R (First Name Unknown) Shutt worth, 
a black male, personal known to the source at t 
very active in civil ghts matters at the time. . u le-
worth sent a,message into the restaurant and Dr. sch and 
Frank Liberto left he restaurant and went out to the car tha.t 
Rev. Shuttleworth had returned to. Prosch and Liberto got 
into the back of this ,far and Shuttleworth was in the front 
along with another ~ck male whom the source recognized as 
Dr. Ralph Abernat , who was also well known to the. source. 
These our mens 111 the car for a period of approximately 
one hour and d ing. this time the source,, ·at a corner booth 
in Gulas '., ob erved them through the window. . Prosch .and 
Liberto ret ned to the restaurant and the car with Shuttle­
worth and· ernathy dr6ve off. Prosch and Liberto said 
nothing r garding this meeting and the source wonder·d but 
did not ask any questions. 

. Shortly after this meeting, possibly a eek later, 
Dr. Prosch came to Gulas' with another white e and intro-
duced this individual .to the source as Mr The source 
could not remember the first name used. He escribed Gault 
as a white male, in his 30's, approximatel 5'101!, 160 pounds, 
nea_t in appearance (work clothes) and res_ireGtable. On this 
occasion Prosch, Liberto and Gaul_t had a private conversation. 

2 
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When the, conversation broke ·up, Gault :refit Gul.as''.Restaurarit·' ~Ci:~ u 
- ., ·-·· . "'--·"I and l?ros-ch. and Lihe.rto stayed on and contllilued· drinking. · · · . 

. · Tfl.ey· made no comm~rit whatever regarding tooir .conver-sation · ... , '·. ·: t' (_•J. 

,···c witn. Gault.. '.Ph~source later came to know,, from ·the news- ~,,. · 
papers: and pug,-Iicity, tha~ the man introduced to him as G~ult 
was James Ea i Ray, and the source saw Gault on two occasions 
only in · 

Approximately one week later the source again ob­
serve a meeting between Dr. Prosch and Frank Liberto on 
tE1e e hand and Dr. Abernathy and Rev. Shuttleworth on the 
oth . 'l'he meeting took place at the same location, the 

. pa ,.: ing lot. of Gulas 1·· Restaurant, and these four men sat in 
t e same car t:or a period probably in. excess of one hour. 
Te black: men left in their car and Prosch and Liberto returned 
to the restaurant but said nothing regarding the meeting. 

A few nights later, again at Gulas ,. Restaurant, 
prooaoly very late in March, 1968, Liberto was at Gulas' 
Restaurant when Dr. Prosch brought Gault to the restaurant 
for the second time. These three had a private conversation 
and Gault left the restaurant by himself. Nothing was said 
by Prosch or Liberto regarding this conversation. Source 
believes this was the last occasion that he saw Frank Liberto 
in Birmingham, Alabama. 

On April 3, 1968, the source met Dr. Prosch at the 
bar in Gulas 1 at about 4;15 P.M. Prosch had been drinking 
quite a bit and the source had a dr_ink. Pr·osch then took · 
the source for a ride in his new car, a red Cadillac conver­
tible with a white top. Prose~ drove him around some and 
they went to the Aeromarine C'mpany at the Birmingham Airport. 
Prosch went into Ae '1t~~he source in the car. 
After ten minutes, he came ut with a"w6oden·crate approxi­
mately four feet by ten i hes. by eight inches, and put_ it 
in the trunk of the Cacti· They drove back to Gulas 1 

Restaurant and parked t·e on the lot. 

When they got l=>Ut of the car, Prosch took the source 
to the rear of his car and told him he wanted to show him 
something. He opened the trunk and pried the top off the 
wooden box which contained a rifle. He talked about the rifle 

3 
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and.then told the source that this was the rifle that was 
going "to kill Martin Luther Kingn. This was a bol t·;..action 
_rifle, with a short clip and no scope. 

St.ill sta11ding behind the car on :the parking lot, ·· ~~ : · 1 

Prosch told the source that Dr. Abernathy and Rev. Shuttle- ·· · :n• "',. · 
worth had bought a contract for $265,000 to have Martin Luther 
King killed. They felt that King had gone soft with his 
non-violence and the money coming into the SCLC and civil 
rights movement had fallen off considerably. The ciyil rights 
rnoverpent was coming to a halt and King was no longer effective 
but was very popular. They believed that if he were killed, ~ •. L• 

he would become a martyr and the money· would come flowing in . , .... 
to advance the civil rights movement and to influence Congressional 
sentiment to enact into law civil rights bills that were being 
held up. 

_ Prosch said that Frank Liberto had gone on to Detroit 
and Gault had purchased another gun. Gault was to be the 
"decoy" to take the heat off the man who would do_the killing. 
Prosch said Gault was to lay his gun down afier he saw the 
killer leave the building. Then Gault was to meet Frank 
Liberto in Detroit and get the rest of his money_and the 
neGessary papers to get out of the country. This whole qon­
versation took place on the parking lot near Dr. Prosch's 
car. Prosch and the source went into Gulas 1 and drank until 
9:00 or 10:00 PM, at which time each went home for the night. 
This source has not seen Prosch since that night. · .•.. t 

- . 

On April 4, 1968, the source was present at his 
place of business in Birmingham the whole day and had a busi­
ness meeting at the Parliament House Hotel in Birmingham in 
the.early evening with business associates. It was at this 
location that the source learned that Martin Luther King, 
Jr., had been killed on that day in Memphis, Tennessee. He 
tried to put what he knew out of his mind and was afraid to 
talk to anyone at the time regarding this matter. 

Source followed the newspaper publicity and accounts 
regarding the killing at the time it occurred and has been 
interested in them ever since. Over the years be has 
commented to many people that he did not believe that James 
Earl Ray killed Dr. King. Recently, he became even more 
interested when he learned of the renewed interest on the 

. part of- the. Congress and their intent to conduct investi­
g;:t tions .. regarding assassinat·ions. He also recently '.r.e_ad 
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for the first time ,.the alleged fact that a person using the 
'name John Willard registered at 3: 30 PM on A:pril 4, 1968 -
•at the hotel in Memphis where Dr. King was staying and it 
~as-his understanding that the landlady or hotel clerk could 
not identify James Earl Ray as identical with John·Willard. 
Source believes that John Willard could be identical with 

_ Dr. Gus Prosch who used that name in early 1968 in Birmingham, 
Alabama. The source also believes that :the bullet taken from 
Dr. King tvas not identified as having come from the rifle 
picked up at or near the scene of the assassination. 

, The source knows that Dr. Prosch-picked up a rifle 
at Aeromarine on April 3, 1968 and he does not believe there 
is any record at Aeromarine of the sale of this rifle. This 
rifle, purchased by Prosch, was a bolt-action type rifle 
and an artist's drawing, that the source saw in a newspaper 
somewhere, depicti.ng the rifle found at the scene of the 
assassination as a bolt-action weapon. The source's under­
standlng is that the second rifle purchased by James Earl 
Ray using the name Harvey (Last Name U~known) at Aeromarine 
in Birmingham, Alabama, was a Remington, Model 760, 30.06 
caliber pump action rifle and the source believes that the 
previously described Remington rifle was probably used for 
the actual killing. In the second week of December, 1976, 
the source was told when he discussed Gus Prosch with an 
individual in Birmingham, that Prosch and his associates 
were storing guns in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1968 in con­
nection with a gun running operation and that the iun that 
killed Dr. King was shipped out of the country to Costa 
Rica. 

5* 
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FBI 

Date: e12/15/76 

Transmit the following in 
{Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL 
Via--~-------

(PrecedenceJ 
'. ' ~t '. ✓ ' ,, , , 

-------------------- -------------------------------- - -

TO:· 

FROM: 

'.MUHKIN 
.. CR 

SAC, ·BI11MINGHAM (41.1-1740) (RDC}_. 

coo; ME-1 

~- .. 

Re.Birmingham teletype to Bureau and Memphis dated 
- 12/3/76, and Birmingham airtel to Bureau, Detroit and New 

Orleans on 12/12/75 . .. / 
Enclosed fpt the Bureau are the original and three 

(31 copies of an RM; for Memphis two (2) copies; and one 
(1} copy each. t Detroit and New Orleans. Also enclosed for;,.,/ 
the Bureau an 1emphis are three (3) photographs . of Dr. GU2'' 
JOSEPH: PROsc· , JR., and one (1) photo of an artist I s 

. . . 

- -- 0 e source of the information furnished by 
 l ROTECT} in referenced teletype of 12/3/7 ~a~c~~ 

as a former PCI of the Birmingham Div· ion. This 
PCl is identical with the source in refe ~need Bir-

m a1-rtel of 12/12/75. His case is clos in Birmingham 
was last contacted as a PCI in Februa. 1976. 

. . -

Th~s source has functioned for the past year as an 
informant •for DEA, Birmingham, and U. S. Secret Service, 
Birmingham, and has discussed captioned matter with repre­
sentatives of both agencies. DEA advised on 12/14/76 that. 
his narcotics information is accurate and reliable and both 
agencies have pending investigations in which.he is furnish­
ing worthwhile information on.a continuing basis. 

4 - Bureau (44-38861) (Enc. 8) 
2 - Memphis (44~1987) (Enc. 6) 

·@..:. New Orleans (157-10673) (INFO) (En~i/11, ... =-
1 - Detroit (Enc. 1) (INFO) 
2 -· Birmingham Cl - 44-1740) 
PJM:bhn (10) (_l - 137-2089) 

Approved:-··----·~--~------­
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ________ M Per. ______ _ 
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On 12/14/76, this source was interviewed by SA 
PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN of the Birmingham Office at the DEA 
Office in Birmingham in the presence of DEA Agent LARRY 
HAHN. The source did not desire to come to the FBI Office 
for interview and explained his reluctance to talk to the 
FBI since he was convicted in an ITSP case a,t Birmingham, 
Ala., iii 1969 or 1970, which conviction was subsequently 
reversed in the 5th Circuit Court and cost the· source a 
large amount of money to defend himself. He claims he was 
afraid to furnish the detailed information of the enclosed 

---------LHM -shortly. after .. thELassassination .of Dr. KING _because_ he __ :._ 
was afraid and at that time, or shortly after, he became 
involved.in a variety of personal problems including his 
FBI case. Later, when he talked about this matter, people 
always "turned me off". 

Source has not talked to an~ group from the U. S. 
Senate or Ho~se of Representati~es, contrary to information 
furnished in referenced Birmingham teletype of 12/3/76, but 
he has discussed this matter with U. S. Secret Service, 
Birmingham, DEA, Birmingham, and with an Assistant U. S. 
Attorney at Birmingham, Alabama. 

. The epclosed photographs of Dr. GUS PROSCH were 
obtained by _pl'ie source from U. S. Secret Service at Birmingham 
and he ide~ified the enclosed artist's conception as a 
-newspape✓or magazine representation of an individual ~who,~ -
,¥ed at the hotel in which Dr. KING was killed, as HN 

14/'lW . · on 4/4/68. It is source's understanding that O .1 

;v"'/ WI,, ARD was never identified and he believes WILLARD could 
b identical with Dr. GUS PROSCH who used the name JOHN 
WILLARD in Birmingham, Alabama, in the early part of 1968. 

I I 

Memphis should give this matter due consideration and 
furnish the Bureau any comments or recommendations. No 
further investigation is being conducted at Birmingham UACB. 

' . . ~ 

This former PCI expressed fear for his life and 
does not want his identity revealed. 

-2-
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FBI i9o/J 
I 

Date: 12/21/76 I 

I 

I 
1:ransmit the following in -----~P...,.I,A=I..._.N..._..T ....... E..,.,X ...... T ___________ ------11 

(Type in plaintext or code) 
1 

I 

Via __ _,T=-=E=L=E=TY=P~E~-- --------:=--~----:----------,' 
(Precedence) 

I ------------------------------------- ---------------------

FM NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) - P -

TO DIRECTOR ( 44-388 61) ROUTINE /JO 3 
MEMPHIS (44-1987) ROUTINE /76!> 
BT 

CLEAR 

MURKIN 

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND NEW ORLEANS DATED 

DECEMBER 15, 1976. 

THE NEW ORLEANS CITY DIRECTORY AS WELL AS THE NEW 

ORLEANS SOUTH CENTRAL BELL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY CONTAIN NO 

LISTING IDENTIFIABLE WITH JIM1'-1Y WAYNE RAY. CONTACT AT THE 

U.S. PROBATION AND PAROLE OFFICE, NEW ORLEANS, DETERl~INED 

THAT THAT AGENCY HAD NO RECORD IDENTIFIABLE WITH RAY. THE 

NEW ORLEANS INDICES WERE SEARCHED AND CONTAINED NO INFORMATION 

14'~ t~ ~'t7-J yvv err ,w<JV-

Searched 
Serial1zect-=:_-=-_-=-_-_~---~f'.-_-r-_-_-_-

lndexed ___ -11:;t;------
filed_,.._.. ____ _ 
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FD-36 (RE;_Y. 2-14-74) .... . ' • • FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ ---------~--------
(Precedence) 

PAGE TWO NO 157-10673 CLEAR 

IDENTIFIABLE WITH RAY. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THERE ARE FIVE PAGES OF BOAT AND 

BOAT RELATED INDUSTRIES CONTAINED IN THE NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE 

DIRECTORY. 

RECORDS OF THE NEW ORLEANS POLICE DEPARTMENT IN GREATER 

NEW ORLEANS RETAIL CREDIT ASSOCIATION CONTAINED NO INFORMATION 

IDENTIFIABLE WITH RAY. 

A CHECK OF THE LA. DRIVER'S LICENSE RECORDS DETERMINED 

THERE IS ON FILE A DRIVER'S LICENSE ISSUED TO ONE JIM.M:IE 

W. RAY, P.O. BOX 506 AMA, LOUISIANA AND THIS INDIVIDUAL IS 

DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE, BORN I ~ROWN EYES, 6' 1", 
~--~ 

205 POUNDS. 

NEW ORLEANS AT Al'1A, LOUISIANA. WILL LOCATE AND 

INTERVIEW JIM.M:IE W. RAY THROUGH P.O. BOX 506 TO DETERMINE IF 

HE IS IDENTICAL TO THE INDIVIDUAL LISTED IN REFERENCED 

TELETYPE AND IF SO WILL INTERVIEW HIM RE THE PERTINENT 

INFORMATION DESIRED. 

THE RESULTS WILL BE FURNISHED TO THE BUREAU AND MEMPHIS. 

BT 

Approved: ___________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge· 
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~ffiiief Thinks Ray Was Not 

_ By JERRY GRAY .......,...;.==-,, • 

M,..E"""M"""P""H;;;;i.IS (AP) - Memphis Police Director E. • 
Winslow Chapman says he is personally convinced : 
that}~~ Earl Rll;Y liid not act alone in the slaying: 
of Dr. Martin Luther lting Jr. / · . . \ 

"That's based on nothing other than personal opin- i 
ion," Chapman said. "Nothing I have found in the · 
files or in my briefing by people who were privy to , 
these files has particularly enforced or changed this 

• • JJ . , I - ' . opinion. . . . 
. Chapman's comments came during the taping of 

Memphis radio station WREC's Sunday public ~f-
fairs program, "Rostrum." . · · · 

He. was asked about his personal beliefs involving 
the Hl68 King slaying in Memphis. . · 

"We. had a man who supposedly committed this • 
·· crime and then later wound up in London and eluded 

all the police of the United States,'' Chapman said, · 
"If you want a personal opinion, fdon't think for one· 

• moment that he was alone. And that's just a personal 
opinion." ' . 

Ray was returned from England in 1969 to face 
prosecution: for .the King slaying. He admitted to the 
killing on Match 10, 1969, as part of a bargain in 
which prosecutors agreed not to seek the death 
penalty if h~ would_ plead guilty. . . a:-~-.. ' 

R'a'y, now serving a 99-year prison sentence" at, 
Brushy Mountain State Prison 'at Petros, Tenn., has• 

since requested a full trial.. The courts have repeat­
edly rejected his attempts to withdraw his ,uilty 
ple2- · · • = , , . ==:='""- , 

In an interview following the taping of the radio 
program, Chapman repeated that his statement 
carried no official weight. 

"Personally, I dori't think James Earl Ray operat­
ed by himself,'' Chapman said, however. He would 
not elaborate when asked if he thought King's death 
was part of a conspiracy. . _ 

Chapman added that his comments at this time ! 
.have nothing to do with the current prgbe by-the U.S. , 
House of Representatives Select Commf ttee on ' 
Assassinations. Committee· staff members, who are 
investigating King's d<:iath and the 1963 slaying of 
President John f,.Kennedy, have made several trips 

. to Memphis. · -
, "It has nothing to'. _do relative to that,'' Chapman 
, said. "It's something I have felt personally e~ery 
: since fhe perpetration of the crime. I've expressed it 
, personally to friends and family - not officially -
and I'm not-expr~ssiq_g it officially now."· 

• Chapman, 36, is a i'961 graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy and served three years in the Army before 
becoming a construction engineer in 1964. 

He later served as Mayor Wyeth.Chandler's admin­
istrativ~ ~istant for four years, giving lip.'..ihcq;ost 
to 'become police director Sept. 23. . . • · • 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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FM NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ROUTINE 

MEMPHIS (44-1987) ROUTINE 

BT 

CLEAR 

MURKIN 

RE NEW ORLEANS TELETYPE DECEMBER 21, 1976, 

JIMMIE WAYNE RAY FINALLY LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED AT 

LULING, LA. RAY RELATED HE WAS INCARCERATED AT THE MEDICAL 

CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS (MCFP), SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, 

FROM APPROXIMATELY JANUARY 1967 TO MARCH 1967, 

DURING THIS TIME HE BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH ANOTHER 

INMATE BY THE NAME OF WILLIAM B. SIMPONIS. FROM MARCH 1967 

UNTIL APPROXIMATELY JUNE 1968 HE CORRESPONDED WITH SIMPONIS . 

SMC!'ii}/ 
(l) tJ,,-!1/ 

Approved: --------1· 1.,.,,,/ f'"I J'P'H.i ~R-------­
Speci~harge 

Sent 

,~;-((5\a .,.,s-/'"3s3 

Sr;,wl,~; _ __ --,¥9---= 
Seri{·;, 1-----~----­

lnse·c1 __ ·t 
filed ________ _ 
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