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-FB-3$0 (Rev, 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

Mystery Man· Eric Gaff 

~ ~~~?:~t•ri~ ~c JS!t!g~-2! ari ng 
Galt has been charged with conspiracy and murder in not specify when it was ina<re. · r;;:-::-:---.---LI ______ _ 
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr · The photo has sharp con- U

nd1
ccite pcige, name of The FBI "d . f . . . trast, making hair and fea- newspciper, city and state,) 

. . sa1 in a ugit1ve warrant issued last tures very dark 
m~ht in Birmingham, Ala., that Galt, 36, conspired•. "It's very n~ar, but I'm 
with a man "whom he al- · not sure," was the reaction 

· 1eged to be his . brother" THE ~BI sta~ement s~id · a : o~ P~ter Cherpes, ~wner of. a. 
to violate King's .. 

1 
.30.06 rifle eqmpped with a Birmingham boarding house 

·g· ht civi . telescopic sight found near where an Eric Galt stayed 
n s. . the rooming house shortly from Aug. 26 to Oct. 7 last 
~ state . charge of first. after King was slain was pur- ye.~r. . 

d~ee murder. w a s filed chased March 30 in Birming- I don'~ . really know,'' 
alamst . Galt m Meinphis, ham. · Cherpes ~d. :•u•s so hard 

_w_ ere Kmg, 39, Nobel Prize- The statement did not con- to ~II. H,1,s hair seemed to 
GALT SAID N.O. VISITOR nect Galt directly with the be ltghter. 

('lbe FBI reports that Erie rifle. Starvo Galt, charged in the The FBI released a photo- THE FBI, ·replying. on wit-· 
murder: of Dr. Martin Luther graph of Galt and solicited nesses apparently, said the 
King Jr. made trips. to New public aid in fmding him. fugitive had been described 
Orleans. Galt, the FBI said Whether this appeal meant as a white man, 5-8 to 5-11, 
once claimed to have a 1962 the trail had become colJ was weighing 160. to 175 pounds 
Louisiana driver's license, but unclear, but U.S. Atty. Gen. with brown hair in a brush 
there is no record of it. Galt Ramsey Clark told a reporter cut, blue eyes, sthitgbt n&c. 
was. said to have taken danc- in Washington that he felt this Persons who have met Galt, 
ing lessons here in 1964 or was not:the situation. the FBI . reported, · described 
1965.) · · him as a loner with a "rural" 

winning civil rights leader-- THE FBI started hunting • speech and little schooling; 
was shot to death on a mn: qalt a week ago. Agents fond of vodka, beer iand hill• 
tel bven· t t d billy music. • alc.ony April 4 by a e con ac e p e r s o n s 'the FBI statement also 
sniper who .fled from a near-. named Galt in several states 
by rooming house. i in •an attempt to find hini. said, "The fugitive is said to · 

The picture-which . had to have a nervous habit of occa-
FIRST-DEGREE murder in have the eyes "opened" by sionally pulling at an ear lobe 

Tennessee carries the death an artist-brought uncertain with his left band. His left 
penalty. although the electric responses from witnesses who ear protrudes further from 
chair has not been used in the were acquainted with Galt or · his head than his right ear.'~ 
state since 1960. saw the fleeing sniper. f 

The maximum penalty un- "Unless he was wearing a : "GALT SHOULD be consid-
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der the federal charge of con- wig or had had a face lift or ered anned and dangerons," 
spiracy to violate a person's SQmetl!i!% it's not the man I the FBI release warned. 
civil rights is a $5,000 fine and saw," said Chi~I~~ Q. Ste- : Galt h~s used the ·names of 

. 10-year prison sentence. vens, who lives at the Main ; John Willard and Harvey 

or • h 

Clcissiftcation: 1-57-/'14'7~ 

· There was no further men• st. rooming house from which _ Lowmeyer, the FBI said. The . 
tion in the FBI statement the fatal shot apparently was assassin registered at the 
about the alleged brother and fired. Memphis rooming house un-
n~ charge was filed against der the name of John Willard. · 
him. "THE HAIR is too full and ~>etails of the alleged con- • 

FBI D ire c to r J. Edgar the face is too young." he . sp1racy were missing from : 
~oover. announced in_ Wash-, said. But S_'.evens said he l'."the F~I re!ease, as•\.vere vital i 
mgton that the conspiracy to only got a side view of the s t a t 1 s t 1 c s, such as Gait's 
"injure, oppress, thr~tec12...o~ing figure. birthplace, formal schooling 
intimidate" King began "on A source in Bi.rmin~loyment. The .aaicmmJ 
or_ ,~rch 30" in Bir-. said_t~ _photograp.'1 wartaic:. I said ltl'lt~N. nve 
m111Pham. · en w1thm the J>a$t three \)E.ll.L J;)UI\IJ'\U 

Submltting Office: N O LA .. , . 
0 Being Investigated. 
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been · a'cook on Mississippi riv•+~I"'- told ·bis· landlord i 
erbWcirr,-nnerchant seaman Birmingham he was on vaca­
and "is said to be an avid tion and had worked-at-·m~ 
dancer." · galls Shipyards in Pascagou-

la, Miss. The company had 
GALT, THE FBI said, is no record of him. 

the owner of a 1966 white Likewise, Galt put "mer­
Mustang with Alabama Ii- chant seaman, unemployed," 
cense plates abandoned in At- on_ his application for an Ala­
. Janta the day after King was bama driver's license last 
shot to death. I The vehicle year, but no record has bee~ 
was left in the parking lot 011-1--frltllmf- of his name on mart­
an apartment project near· time union rolls. 
the Georgia Capitol. 

Two white Mustangs were 
parked near the rooming 
house shortly before the shoot- · 
ing, witnesses have said, and 
both disappeared minutes lat­
er: -Some witnesses told of 
.a man in a black business 
suit, neatly dressed, walking 
do~ the steps to the street, 
dropping · a rifle and getting 
into a Mustang with either 
Alabama or Arkansas tags. 

A BUSINESSMAN said· 1ast ' 
night he was certain lhe Mus­
tang parked farthest from the · 
shooting scene had an Arkan­
_sas tag. "I'm clear in my 
own mind," he said. 

The FBI said Galt's car 
t:-aveled more than 19,000 
miles between Aug. 30, 1967, ERIC STARVOP G!E£'PT~s: 
.;wrum. he.,bought it in Birming- wanted by the FBI for con-: 

. ham and its abandonment spiracy in the slaying of Dr. l 
laSl we!k in Atlanta. There Martin Luther King Jr. Thel 
were. trips to Los Ange!es, FBI has released the above 
New Orleans and Mexico, photo of a man identified as, 
the P_'BI ~aid. · · Galt. The man's eyes were 

While in . the. Los Angeles , closed in the original picture, 1 

area early th1~ year, Galt _ FBI said, and were drawn , .. . _ -AP w1REPHOT0. 
took a course m barten in by an artist. · -GALT'S DANCING TEACHERS, KATHY NOR-

' and gr~duated March 2, th~ TON 21 an instructor, and ROD ARVIDSON, 46, 
: FBI said. In Hollywood, dt- ' ' , · t f Eric i rector Tomas Reyes Lau of dance school manager, examme. a pic ure 0• 

, the International School of Starvo Galt at Long Beach, Cahf. They said the 
· Bartending said Galt took a photo appeared to be of a man named ?alt ~ho at• 

four-week course but refused t d d dance school at Long Beach earlier this year. 
a job en e · t 'th 

· Galt• Ii ,ranted for conspiracy in connec~ 
LAU SAID GALT turned the killing of Dr. lllartin Luther King Jr. •. , 

down · the job because he 
wanted to visit his brother. 

"He · never said anything 
..about. Negroes," Lau said. 
Similarly, residents of the 
Birmingham. boarding house 
did not recall G&-it · tldU~ii.1g 

1 ~al issues. 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

1-00K DANCING. L·ESSCh~S - · 

Galt Described 
As Quiet Loner 

By CHARLES .M'FADDEN 
LOS ANGELES (AP)-Two men say they told the FBI 

that a man identified as Eric Starvo Galt was ~ shy, quiet 
man who spent $700 in three months on dancing and bar­
tending lessons. 

The managers of a dancing school and 0 bartending 
school told newsmen yesterday they identified a former 
pupil to the FBI as Galt, who is wanted in the slaying of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., April 4 in Memphis, Tenn. 

ROD ARVIDSON, 46, gerieral manager of National Dance 
Studios, said he notified the FBI Saturday after recognizing 
Galt from a composite drawing in a newspaper. 

"He's certainly no mixer," Arvidson said, "He had 
. trouble coordinating one foot with another." · 

· A J?!mtograph of Galt circulated by the FBI was ob­
t~ne<i Tuesday from the International School of .Baftt:t,ding., 
the school's director said. The director, Tomas Reyes Lau, 
said _ _!_ _man called Eric S. Galt was graduated fro~ t~e __ 

Hollywood school March 2 after an excellent record ~ a 
$225 four-week course; which he attended Saturday mornings 
and Sunday afternoons. 

GALT'S APPLICATION LISTED his address as Holly­
woOd and. his birthday as ~--~-="and stated he was 
single. The FBI in Washington, D. C., said the wanted 
man was 36. 

As a student of bartending and dancing, not only Lau 
and Arvidson but two dance instructors agreed Galt was 
withdrawn ,and a loner. · 

. "He just didn't show anything but a crooked smile and 
. a fidgety manner," said an instructor, Kathy Nolan; 21. 

Another instructor, Andreas Jergensen, 46, also talked 
with newsmen. 

. Arvidson said that a man who signed enrollment records 
as . Eric S. Galt took "50 or 60" lessons in social dancing 

·.osier. a, 2¼-month period ending in mid-Februari a_n~ t~at 
. th~ Je~~ns· cost him about $500. 

Smt BUREAU 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 
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· Ftf..350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

• (Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Gltl T CHARGED IN KILL/l{G°' 
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 

l C I , S ! ONLY GOT SIDE VIEW by Clark referred_Jo~e 
Federa . omp amt ays ! "The hair is tbo full and the man on the run," though this 

Conspiracy Involved lface is too young," said Stevens. was dropped from a later 
He said he only got a side view statement. 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) of the fleeing man, however. · FBI director J. Edgar Hoover 
_ A federal complaint The FBI did not indicate when said in the Wednesday release' 

d d h d th 
the photograph was made but a th_at Galt bought a rifle in Bir-

We UC~ ay c ~rge e source said it was taken within mingham about March 30. Only 
mystenous E r i c Starvo the past three months. a few weeks before, the state­
Galt, a white man who has In Birmingham, Gait's land- ment said, Galt had gra~uat~d 
been hunted for a week, lord for six weeks last fall, from a school of bartendmg m; 

ith conspiracy in the April Peter Cherpes, told The Asso- Los Angeles. j 

w . . · . ciated Press that the FBI pho- Galt had told acquaintances in, 
4 smper assassmatlon of to might be a picture of Galt. Birmingham that he worked in . 
Dr. Martin Luther King "It's very near, but I'm not shipyards or on ships, and on a 
Jr sure," said Cherpes. He re- driver's license applicati,on he 

· 1 • membered his boarder's hair 
The FBI comp amt being much lighter. The FBI ~~te~.~;erch<>nt Se'.lman, unem-

1

1 
charges t.bat Galt and a description said, "Galt has 
man who Galt claimed brown hair." GRADUATED MARCH 2 . 

his br ther entered The AP reported Monday that In Hollywood, director T~mas 
was ° Ch h d 'd t'f' d F'BI Reyes Lau of the International 
into a conspiracy about er~es a 1 e~ 1 re--,--: School of Bartending, said Galt 
l\I ch 29 ·n Birmingham drawi~gs as the Eu<: G~lt \\hoi graduated March 2 and disap-
1 ar 1 • ~ad hved at the Brrmmgham I d. f · · b A warrant for Gait's ar- I ro . g h f A 26 t , pe_are a ter refusmg a Jo . Lau 

1 omm ouse rom ug. 0 ! said Galt was an excellent stu-
rest· was issued in Bir- 10ct. 7, 1967. i dent. 
mingham. A state war- j,, An Atla~ta taxica? dri~~r said! "He never said anything 
rant was also issued in ;Jtn FBI pic_ture he ide?trfred as about Negroes," Lau said. 
IUemphis, Tenn., wb.ue . a ;wo-bl?ck fare t~e mg~t after There were no Negroes in the 

. . . th:. slaymg was d1fferen. f 7' '-chtss. King, a Negro, was in 
Kmg was killed.. . . -~e o~e r~l~ased Wednesday. Memphis to aid ~irHrlitrol'• 
There was no mdicahon !hat is d~!1mtely not ~he ma~ I:; bage workers, most of them 

from the FBI that other picked up, the cab driver said. !I Negroes. · 
persons would be charged ·. CLARK'S STATEMENT 11 The FBI said Galt also was 

. . , Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, pcnown as "~Iarvey · Lowmyer" 
with the conspiracy. The who went to Memphis after the>;and "John Willard." The assas­
second man that Galt said slaying of the civil rights lead- 1sin registered under the latter' 
was his brother was not-er, announced in a statement re- 1name. . 
identified, nor charged. Je~sed by the FBI th~t. Gait was [ DESCRIPTION GI~EN 

. . . bemg sought as a fug1trve on the I An FBI statement said Galt 1 
_A witness m Memphis charge of conspiring to injure, has given his date tif birth as 

said an FBI photograph of oppress, threaten or intimidate fl I has brown hair, 
the wanted man does not King in the exercise of a feder:- ,wears his hair in a brush cut, 
resemble the man seen leav.)il right, "namely, the right to [rep~rtedly has blue e~es, a 
• er th ft th freely travel from state to ,straight narrow nose, 1s be-
mo e scene a er e·state." · !tween 5-feet-8 and 5-feet-11 and· 

([ndicate page, name of 
newspaper, clty and state,) 

Date: 
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shooting. " The FBI declined to com~ent !weighs between 160_ and 175: · 

, U l p d I · 0 Being Investigated ' n ess he was wearing a wig on whether there might be an oun s. · i 
. 01· had had a face lift er som('-o early arrest or if the filing cf . Th~ FBI said ''the fugitive , 

thing, ifs not the man I saw," the charge and release of iafor- ~ said to h~ve a nervo~s hab- I 
said Charles Q. Stevens, a resi- mation indicated iittre headway it of . occas1onaHy puihng at 1 
dent of the Main .:it.eet roon.i.n;; -11 as i:Jeing mauc: iu 1i:1di:;g Galt. a~ ear lobe wit1 his left hand. I 
Jit'l/£~n which the snip~I---Jt.,.was the first disclosi:.re ! His left ear protrudes farther 
was bdieved to have sbot King, that authoriti~s had evidence ' fro1~, his head than his right 

-. 'ltt--a-flnspiracy in li'.fr.if~ar · 

Sn:r_ T BUR[" I\ U slaying. An early staterh~t II 'lhe FBI statement_ S?i~ tl:i::it l:.ll ~ . W'\. • . . ,Galt, on or a:bout March 30, 
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'boughL..a-wle at ~-~~.~ .. "'l,,n,,_ •••. 

\The bureau did not "'n~,f>li'•~r,;:•f":C:i:>:•:,,""':t:::: 

1 cally that this was the 
!killed King. 
! RIFLE DISCOVERED 

But the statement 
,30.06 rifle equipped with a 
\scopic site was found near _a 

l. rooming house on _South _Mam 
Street in MempQis immediately 

after the fatal Jhooting of Dr. 
King occurred.": The room~ng 
house overlooks, the Lorrame 
Hotel and Motel where King 
, was staying. 
· FBI agents have determined 
that the rifle was purchased 
from a Birmingham gun dealer 
March 30. The sight also was 
said to have been bought from 
the same dealer, whom the FBI 
did not identify. , 

The FBI said Galt owns a I 
1966 white Mustang with Ala- · 
bama license plates which 
was found abandoned in ·At­
lanta Ga. April 11. It was 
bought fr~m a • private citi­
zen in Birmingham last Aug. 
30. 
The car's odometer showed it 

had been driven more than 
19 000 miles between late Au­
r~st 1967 and early April 1968 .. 
- The FBI said "Gait's travel m 

'the Mustang included trips to FBI artist drew in the eyes, because 
Los Angeles, Calif., New Or- . THE FBI Wednesday released these photo- left, an losed as shown in the or~at 
leans, La., Birmingham, Ala., . graphs as those of Eric Starv? Galt, wh?m t~ei wer: r~ght The FBI said this man has 
and Mexico as well as to Mem- . they charged with conspiracy m the slaymg pie ure a f . . New Orleails. 
pffur, - ienn., and Atlanta, Ga. ;of Dr. Martin Luther King. In the photo at . spent some 1me Ill _ . 

Galt was ~eported t~ have been 1 -Galt left Los Angeles last/ should be considered armed and 
in Memphis on April 3 and 4, ·Dec. 15 and drove his Mustang,dang.,:-ous '' and any informa-
1968 and to have ?,eparted from :to New Orleans wh_ere hel tion -;;onc~rning him should be 
there !or Atlanta. ·claimed he contacted either _anlfurnished immediately to the 

A f!heck of New Orleans po-I engineering or a contractmg: FBI . 
lice files Wednesday night failed firm. He left there Dec. 19 and I The FBI gave no further iden­
to turn up a local arrest record \1 arrived in Los Angeles Dec. 21. . tification of the man Galt has I 
of anyone using the name Eric -Wnile in the Los Angeles: alleged to be his brother, would 
Starvo Galt; Harvey Lo"".myer area early this year, ~alt took a, not say where it obtained t~e 
or John Willard. . course at a bartendmg school! photograph, and would not dis-, 

OTHER INFORMATION and was graduated March 2. : close in what conn~ction (:ialt 
The FBI said also its investi- · An FBI description of G~ltfiused the Lowmyer arras. 

gation had disclosed these said persons who have met him , 
facts: "describe him as a loner an 

---Galt has claimed to have state his language and diction 
been employed as a cook on have a rural quality and suggest! 
Mississippi river vessels and as that he probably does n?t have 
a merchant seaman. a high degree of education. He 

-He is . said to be an avid. is said to drink alcoholic bever-\ 
dancer and took dancing lessons: ages and has a preference for! . 
in New Orleans in 1954 ar.d 1965,ivodka and beer. He is a fan of! 
in Birmingham during Septcm-\ Wc?tern and country music." ' 
ber and October 1967 anu- 11u···the bureau warned that "Galt 
Long...J1r.ad1., Calif., from De-! - • · 
ce~e~. l~G~ ~ February'1:Ttilr. I_ 

• 

,. 
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d
. ''THE HAIR is too full and 

e •• the face is too young," he 
said. But Stevens said he 
only got a side view of the 
fleeing figure. 

A source in Birmingham 1 

said the photograph was tak­
en within the past three 
months, although the FBI did 

. not specify when it was made. 
•:rvrf!IJJIS (AP) - The mysterious Eric Starvo The photo has sharp con­

Galt has been charged with conspiracy.and murder in trast, making hair and fea-
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. tures very dark. "It's very near, but I'm 

The FBI said in a fugitive warrant issued la.st not sure," was the reaction 
night in Birmingham, Ala., that Galt, 36, conspired , of Peter Cherpes, owner of a. 
wlth a man "w_hom he al- FBI Dire et O r J. Edgar · Birmingham boarding house 
l d t b h b where an Eric Galt stayed 
age o e 1s rother" Hoover announced in Wash- from Aug. 26 to act. 7 last 

to violate King's civil ington that the conspiracy"'° year. 
ri!"hts "mjure, oppress, threaten or "I don't really know," 

• · . intimidate'' King began ''on Ch "d "It' h d 
The state chal'ge of fest- or about March 30" in Bir- .., erpes sa1 . s so ar 

degree murder w a s filed . . h to tell. His hair seemed to 
. t G 

1 
.• mmg am. be lighter." 

agams a t in Memphis, ' ., 
_e~\ng, 39, Nobel Prize- THE FBI statement sald a THE FBI, replying on wit-
<MLT SAID N.O. VISITOR .30.06 rifle equipped with a, nesses apparently, said the 

(The FBI reports that Eric telescopic sight found near fugitive had been described 
Starvo Galt, charged in the the rooming house shortly as a white man, 5-8 to 5-11, 
murder o.f Dr. Martin Luther after King was slain was pur- weighing 160 to 175 pounds, 
King Jr. made trips to New chased March 30 in Birn1ing- with brown hair in a bru~h. 
Orleans. Galt, the FBI said, ham. cut, blue eyes, straight nose. 
on';,j£imed to have a 19G2 The statement did not CO:'h...~sons who have met Galt, 
Lo ~ a •er's license but nect Galt directly with the the FBI reported, described 
there is no record of it. 'Galt · rifle. · him as a loner with a "rural" 
was said to have taken danc- The FBI released a phol.)... speech and little schooling, 
ing lessons here in 1964 or graJJh of qalt and · solicited fond of vodka, beer •and hill-
1955.) publ:fe aid · in finding him. billy music. . 
winning civil rights Ieade Whether this appeal meant 'fhe FBI statement also 

r' the trail had become cold was j said, "The fugitive is said to 
was shot to deat~ on a mo- . unclear, but U.S. Atty. Ge~ l1ave a nervous habit of occa­
tel balcony April 4 by a sionally pulling at an ear lobe 

, sniper who fled from a near- ~amsey_ Clark told a reporter with his left hand His left 
\ by rooming house. m Washmgto~ tha~ he felt this ear protrudes fur°ther from 
i was not the situation. his head than his right ear." 
1 FIRST-DEGREE murder. in 

I Tennessee carries the death THE FBI started hunting " Galt a week ago. Ageilts GALT SHOULD be consid-
. _penalty, although the electric d d d d " . even contacted P e r s O n 5 ere arme an angerous, 

chair has not been use4 in the named Galt m several states the FBI release warned. 
state since 1960. in -an attempt to find him. Galt has used the names of 

The maximum penalty un- The picture-which had to John Willard and Harvey, 
der the federal charge of con- have the eyes "opened" by ~w~~yer, th~ FBI said. The 
s~i'.acy to violate a person's an artist-brou~iJt uncertain ~ssassn~ reg1s~crcd at the 
<:lVll rights is a $5,000 fine and , responses from witnesses who I ivkmph1s rooming hou~~ un-
10-year prison sentence. were acqua.inted with Galt or i der th~ name of John\\ ilia rd. 

There was no further men- saw the fleeing ~niper. I ~eta1ls of the ~l~~,,.:._~--cE,n- . 
tion in the FBI statement "Unless he was wearin~acy · were nnssmg from 
about·":1-lr. alleged brothPi:_;,t1nd ,,wig or had had a face lift or I 
no.--d::arge was filed agams " me.thing, it's not the man 1_ 

1
, 

him. saw," said Charles Q. Ste• . ~ENT BUREAU 

(Indicate paqe, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

'PAGEl 

STATES-ITEM 

NEW ORLEANS , LA. 

Date:4-18-68 
EdiUon: RED FIASH 
Author: 

Edltor:GE ORGE W • HEALY 
Title: MURK.IN; ERIC· 
STARVO GALT. 

Character: RM 
or • 

_Classificatlon: 1'57-jtJ/:JZJ/I 
Submitting Office: N Q LA . . ' . 
0 Being lnvestlqated 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' t17t~ Elll r~1ease, as were vital LAU SAID GALT turned 
s t a t i s t 1 c s, such as Gait's down the job beca.lJ~ he 
birthplace, formal schooling, wanted to visit bis brolner. 
employment. The statement "He never said anything 
said Galt claimed to have about Negroes," Lau said. 
been a cook on Mississippi riv- Similarly, residents of the 
erboats, a merchant seaman Birmingham boarding house 
and ;"is said to be an avin did not recall Galt talking 
danc~r." about racial issues. 

I Galt told bis landlord in 
· GALT, THE FBI said, is Birmingham he was on vaca- : 
the ~wner of a 1966 white tion and had worked at In­
Mustang with Alabama Ii- galls Shipyards in Pascagou­
cense plates abandoned in At- Ia, Miss. The company had 

. Ianta the day after King was no record of him. 
i shot to death. The vehicle Likewise, Galt put "mer-

was left in the parking lot of chant seaman, unemployed," 
an apartl!lent J?roject near on his application _for an Ala­
the Georgia Capitol. bama driver's license last 

Two white Mustangs w~re : year, but no record. has bee~ 
parked near the roommg : found of his name on man­
.house shortly before the shoot- i 
ing, witnesses have said, and 
both disappeared minutes lat­
er. Some witnesses told of 
a man in a black .business 
suit, neatly dressed, walking 
down the steps to the street, 
dropping a rifle and 
into a Mustang with 
Alabama or Arkansas tags. 

A BUSINESSMAN said last ' 
l night lie was certain the Mus- · : 
i tang parked farthest from the i 
' shooting scene had an Arkan- ! 
• sas tag. "I'm clear in my ; 
· own mind," he said. 

The FBI said Galt's · car 
tr-aveled more than 19,000 · 
miles between Aug. 30, 1967, · 
when he bought it in Binning- / 
ham and its abandonment l 
last week in Atlanta. There : -AP w1.REPHOT0. 

were trips to Los Angeles, • ERIC STARVO GALT is 
, New Orleans and Mexico, · wanted by the FBI for con-

the FBI said. , spiracy in the slaying of Dr. 
While in the Los Angeles ' Martin Luther King Jr. The 

area early this year, Galt FBI has released the above 
took a course in bartending photo of a man identified· as 
and graduated March 2, th_e Galt. The man's eyes were 
FBI said. In Hollywood,. d1f ~scd in the origjirnl pioture, 
rector Tomas Reyes Lau o t e FBI said, and were drawn 
the International School of in by au artist. 
Bartending said Galt took a 

· :foo!:.:w.eek course bi.~~ 
a job. 

~ 

• 
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~•►this b t -□;;. ,._ • .,..,__, 

-- 1 he killer of ti -

~-~ ;;s/68Mciii 
s Kidnaped 
And Robbed 

A "hippie-type" bandit kidnaped and robbed a 
New Orleans -man last night after jumping into the 
victim's car at the New Orleans Lakefront Airport. 

Alfred Crou 
tie was robbed o · · 
about 25 years ol 
11 inches tall, w _ > l 
brown hair and we-ari 
blue jeans and a blue 

7 
un yr ., o po ice he was 

robbed of $600. He described 
the bandit as about 25 years 
old, 5 feet 11 inches tall, with 
long brown hair and wearing 
blue jeans and a blue denim 
· cket. 

'i\:l~~JU!W?l[Al6Hfi"fiio the 

I ONEOF 
him Jrom 
other rippe 
rear trouse 
moved his allet containing 
$1tO, the ctim reported. 

Together they pushed him 
down into the street, he said, 
and the pair fled on foot. 

Police also said that John­
nie Oaties, Negro, 2124 S. 
Liberty, reported he was held 
i.;p at gunpoint by a Negro 
bandit about 45 years old at 

' Josephine and Rousseau yes­
terday and robbed of $210. 

Oaties told police ~., 
car the bandit produced a 
}Aiwir'afil1 forced Crouch 1-...... -- See l'tOB- Page 4 
drive - to Chef Menteur hwy. ---~---
On reaching Hwy. 90 and Chef 
Menteur Pass, the "hippie" 
told Crouch to - stop the ve­
hicle and hand over his 
money. Crouch gave up $600 
and the bandit drove off with 
his car. 
The holdup man drove to­

ward Slidell. The car was 
found abandoned at the inter­
section of. Michaud blvd. and 
Interstate 10, police said. 

In another ro ery, Gerard 
\ian Buren, 29, 901 Voisin st., 
reported he w s attacked by 
twiY unidentif men after 

I
. leaving a bu at City Park 

and Canal blv . He was walk­
.._ l>;Jg t,Q Gen. az and Virginia 

ct., J3uren s id:-' · 

. I 

1 t' 
l { I , 
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,; 

TaxfDriver ldentif ies Sketa,-
ATLANTA, Ga. (AP) - An I Cherpes, 72, referring fo the 

Atlanta taxi driver says an FBI drawings. · 
sketch matches a rude patron The Atlanta taxi driver said 
who rode with him two block!' in the · name Galt was not men­
n_orthea~t Atlanta's "hippie:• sec- tioned to him by the FBI agent. 
hon a ~1ght after Dr. ~Iartm LI!- He said t,he age:1t questioned 
ther Kmg Jr. was slarn. him first about a fare he- had 

He said the man he identified carried from a nightclub near 
to an FBI agent in a sketch Peachtree and 10th Streets, but· 
Tuesday was in a hurry and the driver said he knew the pa­
rushed from his taxi, flinging tron. "and he was not the same 
the fare onto the seat. man." 

The driver, who asked that his However, the agent then dis­
name not be used, said FBI closed the sketch which ap- · 
a~ents have ~een chec~ing taxi peafrd to be a type of composite 
trip sheets since a white Mus- . 
tang, matching the description phot~graph: and the driver re-
of a car seen leaving the assas- cogmzed htm as a fare he had 
sination scene in Memphis, was picked up between 10 p.m. and 
found abandoned in Atlanta last midnight Frida:y, April 5, a bout 
week. four blocks awav at Peachtree 

The FBI continued its "no and 14th Streets in front of a 
coyument" policy. ,:\tlanta 11olicc "hippie" coffee house. He said 
said. they had received no mfor• 1 the man app<:ared to..,.bg :n-ra 
mat10n on the rcporl. :hurry. 

In Birmingham Monday, the 
landlord of a boarding house 
said he was sure the description 
of Eric Starvo Galt F~· a 
man sought by the FBI. "That's 
tim,· ,-I'm sure," said Peter 
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FBteharges Eric Gair 
As Conspirator 111 Death 
G M~M~H~S, Tenn. (AP) - Mysterious Eric Starvo 

alt, a Ma1ch gradu~te of a bartender school, was, · 
ch~rged Wed~esd~y mght with murder in the April 4 
smper 3:ssass~na!10n of Dr. Martin Luther Kino· Jr 

Nobel-pnze wmnmg minis- be ·apfoture of Galt. "rt7s ve~y 
ter and world leader of non- near but I'm not sure" said 
violence. Cher'pes. He remembe~ed his 

A state warrant charging first boarder's hair being_ m_uch li~h­
degree murder was issued inj ter. The FBI desc1:1ption said, 
_Memphis five hours after thel "Galt has brown hair." 

1
FBI announced '\"federal com-~! The AP report~d M?_~day t~at; 

I 
plaint charging Galt with con- Cher1:es had . 1de1'.t~hed F B. I 
spiracy in the slavi "' ldrawmgs as the En<: G~lt who 

King 39 was sho"t n1 b•d ti , had llved at the Bmnmgham , , . .o ea 1 on · ,,, I f A " 26 to 
the second floor b· le f roomrnb 1ouse rom u,,. 

a ony (I a · 0 t 7 1967 
Memphis motel the day after he ' c · ' · 
returned to lead garbage work-, An Atlanta taxicab driver said 
ers in another march. ! an FBI picture he identified as 

Murder is a capital crime in I a two-bl?ck fare t~e, night after 
Te~nessee. ! the slaying was difre.rent !rom 

'!he FBI corn plaint charcres: the one released Wednesday. 
that Galt, a white man who J~a 3 • "That is definitely not ~he ma1_1 I 

- . ·· picked up," the cab driver said. 

been hunted for a week. t'.'ntcred Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, 
into a conspiracy about March who went to Memphis after the 
29 in Birmingham, Ala., with a slaying of the civil rights lead­
man who Galt claimed was his er, announced in a statement re­
brother. The FBI warrant was I leased by the FBI that Galt was 
iss~..-l4rmingham. J:being sought as a fugitive on the 

There was no Indication thatj charge of conspiring to injure, 
other persons would be charged ·i oppress, threaten or intimidate 
with conspiracy, nor was the Ii King in the exericse of a. federal 
second man who Galt said was iright, "namely, the nght to 
his brother identified or freely travel from state to 
charged. state." 

1 A l\!empllls wltm.>ss si,id :.n Police dire~tor Frank C. Hol-
1, FBI photo of the winted man lo man of :.\1emphis said a state 
,does not resemble the man ,1ho warrant would be drawn for 
fled the scene after the sl>~lt as soon as l)ractiGgh'e .J' 

ing. I 

"Unless he was wearing a wig\ 
or had had a face lift or some­
thing, it's not Uw man I saw.'' I 
said Charles Q. Stt.vens, a resi· 1 
dent of. the :\Iain Street rooming 
house from \\hirb the sniper 
·was believed to have shot King. 

"The hair ls too full and the 
face is too young," said Stevens. 
He said he only got a side view 
of the fleeing man, however. 

The FBI did not indicate when 
the photo~raph was mack, but a 
source said it was taken within 
the past three months. 

In Birmingham, Gall's land 
lord for six weeks last hi\·.• Pe• 

lt~~s, told Ti'rc~ated 
Press lhal. the .nn uhoto might 

smr·_BUREAU 
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lvtmt'Dif f ers 
i 

From Photo, 
Cahhie Says 

ATLAJ~TA, Ga. (AP) - An 
Atlanta taxi cab di;iver said 
Wednesday night that an FBI 
picture he identified as a man 
he hauled two blocks the night 
after Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. ,vas assassinated was differ­
ent from the picture of Eric 
Starvo Galt released by the FBI 
Wednesday. 

"The one the FBI showed me 
was much younger. The face 
was much thinner. The cheeks 

: weren't as fleshy," said the. 
driver, who has asked that he 

. not be identified. 
Looking at an Associated 

Press wirepboto copy of the pic­
ture released by the FBI in 
'Vashington, he said, "That is 
definitely not the man I picked 
up and not the one they showed 
me. The only time I've ever 
seen that was on television to­
night." 

He said the FBI agent showed 
him three photographs. "He 
may have shown me that one, 
but that wasn't the one I recog­
nized," the driver said. 

The driver sa.id he had recog­
nized one of the FBI photo­
graphs as that of a patron he 
carried two blocks in Atlanta's 
"hippie" section on Friday 
night April 5. He said he re­
membered the man because he 
was rude and threw the money 
on the scat, causing it to fall on 
the floorboard. 

Describing the FBI print 
shown to him, he said, "It had a 
ner.ktie, not a bow tie. The tie 
was on crooked ... It had been 

- pulled over to the side. The hair 
was the same color but it was 
flatter on top. This man looks 
ol,lcr Th~ other waf. a!'o11t .:'-'i to 
30. no 'older than 35." 

(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

Eye WittteSS 
Says Photo 
Not Of IGller 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - An 
FBI photograph of Eric Starvo 
Galt, charged wlth conspiracy 
in the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King, does not resemble 
the man seen leaving the scene 
shortly after the slaying, a wit­
ness said Wednesday. 

"Unless he was wearing a wig 
or had had a face lift or some­
thing, it's not the man l saw," 
said Charles Q. Stevens, who 
lives in the second floor room­

. .c, .. .s:""""'""""' ing house from which the fatal 
1'HE FBI Wednesday released bullet is thought to have been 
this photo which it identified fired . 
as Eric Starvo Galt, a man it "The hair is too full and the 
charged with conspiracy in face is too young," Stevens said 
the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu- after viewing the picture. 
ther King Jr. The FBI said Stevens, who said he got only 
the eyes were drawn in by an a side view of the killer, had 
FBI artist because the eyes contributed to the description 
were clo.secl in . .the original used in composite drawings of 
picture. (AP Wirephoto_)_ the alleged assassin. 

Bessie Brewer, operator of 
the rooming house, said she was 
unable to tell if the picture was 
of the man who registered un­
der the name of John Willard 
the afternoon of April 4, three 
hours before King was killed, 
and left immediately after the 
shooting. 

"I don't know," she said. "I 
couldn't tell you to save my 
soul." 

The FBI did not indicate when 
the picture of Galt it releas~d 
was taken, or under. what cir­
cumstances the photogr~• 
obtaltmd. * 

SENT BUREAU 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

PAGE 2-A 

MONROE MORNING 

WORLD· 

MONROE, LA. 

4-18-68 

Editor: JACK S • Ce\1'1PHELL 
T1t1e: MURKJN; ERIC 
STARVO GALT. 

Character: 

or 

Classlflcatlon: 

Submitting Office: N • 0 • , Li\• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



f·D-3~0 (Rev. 7•16-63) 

(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 
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1j/v st ery an' 
. A 

Is Ch rqed 
~ . 

r 
& 

~!.·Ii~ i ;, 11 ii 
MEMPHIS (AP)-The mys- him. "THE HAIR is too full and 

terious Eric Starvo Galt has FBI D i r e c t o r J. Edgar the face is too young,~• he 
been charged ·with conspiracy Hoover announced · in Wash- ' said. But Stevens said he 
and murder in the assassina- ington that the conspiracy to l oniy got a side view of the 
tion of Dr. Martin Luther "injure, oppress, threat~n . or · fleeing figure. 
Kfag Jr. intimidate" King began ''?n A source in Birmingham 

The FBI said in a fugitive or about March 30'' in Blf- said the photograph was tak-
: warrant issued last night in mingham. en within the past three 
. Bkmingha.rn, Ala., that Galt, . . · j months, although the FBI did 
36, conspired with a man TIIB F'f.ll stat_ement ~a a I not specify when it was made. 

'"whom he alleged to be his .:l0.06 rifle equipped with a The photo has sharp con-
• brother" to violate King's telescopic ~Jght · found n~ar '. trast, making hair and fea-
civil rights. the rooming house shm tly . tures very dark. 

The state charge of first-, after King was slain was J!Uf·' "It's very near, but I'm 
degree murder w a s fil~d chased l\farch 30 in Birmmg- · not sure," was the reaction 
aaainst Galt in Memphis, ham. of Peter Cherpes, owner of a 
where King, 39, Nobel Prize- The :l.t~tergenUUd. notcon-; Birmingham boarding house 
winning civil rights k:adtr, •~ Galt directly with the where an Eric Galt stayed 
was shot. to death on a m0-' 'fl from Aug. 26 to Oct. 7 last 
tel balcony April 4 by a I 

fl. e. . year. 
sniner who fled from a near-• The FBI released a photo- "I don't really know," 
by 'rooming house. : graph of Galt. and solicited- Cherpes said. "It's so hard 
"-··"·· ·- , . . ' public aid in finding him. to t~ll. ~~s hair seemed to . 

t·rnS"f:nE~~-~E murder m \Vhether this appeal me~ . lighter. ,~....l' , 
Tennessee ca, i ies , the . dca~h the trail had become cold was 
penalty, altho~1gh tn: e1~ctnc. unclear, but U.S. Atty. Gen. THE FBI, replying on wit­
chair ~as n?~~oeen u:.ed m the, Ramsey Clark told a reporter nesses apparently, said the 
st~te smc~:. 1~oO. ,, ,·~ Jj,i Washington that he felt this fugitive had been described 
Tne maA1mum, penalt,. __ .,,.. : was not the situation. as a white man, 'ii-8 to 5-11, 

, <ler the federal c11arge of con- , weighing 160 to 175 pounds, 
spi~·acy _to vio!atJ a person's · THE FBI started hunting with brown hair in a brush 
C!Yll ngnts is a :Jt,,000 fme and . cut, blue eyes, straight nose. 
10..::ear prison sentence. ·1 Galt a week ago. Agents Persons who have mel Galt, 

.. · '!here was no further men- even contac_ted Pe rs On s the FBI reported, described 
: tion in ti1e r'BI statement I ~amed Galt 10 sever_al 8Ul:tes him as a loner with a "rural" ...... ······•-· ..... -··--·· ... -- ~, ·s·-To -1 m an attempt to fmd him. ~peech and little schooling, . GALT SAID N.O .• I I R ~- · . . · - . 

(The FBI reports that Eric ~he pictu~e-v:-p1ch h~~ to fond of vodka, beer and hill-
Statvo Galt, rharged in the. ha,e t~e e)es opened ~y billy music. 

• murder of Dr. ]Hartin Luther an artist-broug~t uncertain The FBI statement also 
: King jr. made trips to New responses fr:om w1~1esses who said, "'fhe fugitive is said to 

Orleans. Galt, the .FBI said, were acquai~ted w!th Galt or have a nervous habit of occa­
oncc claimed ·b tave a lGG?. 1 sa~ the fleemg smpcr. . sionally pulling at an ear lobe 

' Louisiana tlrivrr's iic:en5e, but · l . Unless h? was wearmg a with his left hand. His left 
then: is !lo rernrd n[ it. G.Jlt wig ~r _had _ri,ad a face lift or ear protn1des further from 
·was said lo Jiave tak,~n <hnc- som~.1ung, it 3, not the man I i .his head than his right ear." 
i~;g !~ssnus lH:re L~ i:"1{~; or sa\v, ' said Cr:arle~ Q.. Ste-

:_1965.) ________ ____ . .,_~"'1 8f_nrso,ommw~glih·v
0
eusseatfroth

0
e
1 

wMhai••!hn I "GALT SHOUdLDd be consi~: 
- ·· ,. · ,, • ~ ered armed an angerous, . %heu,··n,e ;;Jiege,' brotner anc1., the fatal shot apparently was th . FBI release w~ 

j<:bar~ .. W..c.l~.~AleiL~KW!l§.t, fired. SEfil _,9UR£A:'-" . ....,..i""': ,.~Galt bas used the names of 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, clty and state.) 

Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

PAGE l 

STATES-ITEM 

NEW ORLEANS, L~. 

4-18-68 

FINAL 

Edltor:GEORGE W • HEALY 
T1t1e: ?1URK1N; ERIC 
STARVO GALT. 

Character: RM 

Cla::ificallon: {.51tob 73Pt 
Submitting Office: N • • , LA• 
0 Belng lnvestlqated 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'J"ohri. Willard and Harm: . · ,:] 
Lowm~ai=,•the FBI said. The ' ~U S~ G~ · mm@d 
assassin registered · at the down the Job because he 

, .· Memphis. rooming house un- w~,nted. to visit ~is broth.er .. 
der the name of John Willard. He never said anythmg 

Details of the alleged cOO: a~out NegrQe~," Lau said. 1 
·~iracy were missing from . S~l:U"IY, reSiden~s of the 
. the FBI release, as were vital B_1rmmgham boardmg house 
st a t i s tic s. such as Galt•s- did not i:ec~I Galt talking 
birthplace formal schooling about . racial issues. 

· employmeitt The statement _G~ told his landlord in 
said Galt · claimed · to have ~mmngham he was on vaca-• .. ta.o . a cook on Mississippi riv• tion an~ had w~rked at In• , 

· t~s. a merchant seaman galls ~lnpyards m Pascagou- . 
and "is said to be an avid la, Miss. The company had 
dancer." · no record of him. 

GALT, .THE FBI said, is 
' the owner of a 1966 white 

1 ~ustang with Alabama Ii-

I cense plates abandoned in At­
lanta Ute day after was 

· · shot to death. The 
· was left in . the parking 
an apartment project 
the Georgia Capitol. 

Two white l\{ustangs were 
.· parked near the rooming 
house shortly before the shoot­
ing, witnesses have said, and 
both disappeared minutes lat­
er. Some witnesses told of 
a man in a black business 
suit, neatly dressed, walking 
.town thJ steps to the street, 
lrop\mig a rifle and getting 
ltlo a Mustang with either 
Alabama or Arkansas tags. 

A BUSINESSMAN said last 
night he was certain the Mus­

t tang parked farthest from the 
1

1 
shooting scene had an Arkan­
sas tag. "I'm clear in my 
own, mind," he said. 

Likewise, Galt put "mer­
chant seaman, unemployed," 
on his application for an Ala­
bama driver's. licertse last 
year, .but .no record has been , 
found of his name on mari- 1 

The FBI said Gait's car -AP w1REPH0To. 

: traveled more' than 19,000 i ERIC STAR.VO GALT -is 
, miles between Aug. 30, 1967, 'wanted by the FBI for con• 

when he bought it in Birming- spiracy in the slaying of Dr. 
ham and its abandonment Martin Luther King .Tr. The 
last week in Atlanta. There FBI lms released the ab<1ve 
were trips to Los Angeles, ,.:.c,;tj of -a man identified as 

·New Orle,ns and Mexico, . Galt. The man's eyes were 
. the FBI said. closed in the original picture, 

While 'in · the Los Ange~~-M . ..,., FBI said, and wer.i:...rua'1'.P 
·area early this year, Galt in by an artist. .. . . · 
took a course in bartending ~··. · ·· · · ,; · · · 
and graduated March 2, the 
FBI said. ln Hollywood, di-
rector Tomas Reyes Lau of 

· the · lnternationat School -of 
. B.artending safd a.- took a 
:1011JW~ _course. bt~t_~sfu~,. 

V 

• 
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_(Mount Cllppi119 in Space Below) -------------, 
. Mtts'Slve-Manhunt ls-:on 
. for· King· Slaying- Suspect 

, . ; Ivan B. ·webb, .Q~t thsk 
My•terious Eric Galt Is clerk at the Rebel Motel here, · 

El d. . p 1· said a man registered there un-
u mg O ice der the name of Eric S. Galt on 

· · · 1 April 3. Webb said a white Mus-
By BILL JOHNSON I tang bearing Alabama license 

MEMPHIS, 'I'enn. (AP) -Thej plates and Mexican- tourist 
FBI _pressed one 9f . the . mosti stickers was parked near the 
massive manhunts m its history1;room occupied by Galt..A siinl­
Thursday for .shadowy Eric '. lar car has been impoundecf in 
Starvo (!alt; charged in~ snip- I Atlanta, Ga., and th~ FBI said 
er alal'.mg of Dr. Martin Lu-:that car belonged to 9a1t. A! 
ther King Jr. l white Mustang is believed to 

But liWe more was known I have been the getaway car after 
publicly about the alleged assas- i the slaying. · 
sin of the civil rights leader I NEAT DRESSER 
than when his name first arose The FBI declined comment on 
a week ago .. It was learned, lthe possibility that a man who 
however, that a ma::i registered 1had checked into another motel 
as Eric S. Galt in a Memphis April· 3 might have been Gait's 
motel a day before King was brother. , 
killed. · In Washington, Atty. Gen. 

1 Police agencies continued Ramsey Clark described ·Galt 
their "no comment'' handling of Wednesday night as. white, ·a 
queries-including questions neat dresser, of apparently Jim­
about a newspaper report that· -- · ·: -­
the search had spread outside ited education an.d a man with a 
the country, to Mexico or Cuba. taste for vodka and beer. 
And they were silent on -any de- He also was . described as an 
tails at all about a man with· avid dancer with a lilting for 
whom Galt may have conspired, country and western music. · 
in the slaymg. Police recovered.a 30.06 Rem-
I · WARRANT ISSUED ington rifle with telescopic sight 
I A murder warrant was issued ~ after King was killed. The 
,here Wednesday night for the weapon had been ~- in 

· f36-,eat.:tittt"Galt, five hours aft- a doorway near the,scene of the 
:er the FBI charged him with' shootlng. ·. 
conspiracy to violate the civil The Birmingham News said hi 
: rights of King, The FBI warrant a copyrighted story Thursday 
charged him with conspiring that a gun which the FBI said 
with a man "whom he alleged had been purchased in that city 
to be his brother." had been identified in ballistics 

ICing was killed by a sL,gle tests as the 30.06 rifle which 
bullet the night of April 4 a.s he killed King. . 
leaned over the second floor The newspaper also said the 
railing ota Mernpllis motel. Po- , search for Galt has spread out-· 
lice have said the shot was fired I side the United States and that: · 
from the common bathroom of a 'it is believed the man tias -1:ledJ 
low-cost hotel acrm;s the ~ • 0 Mexico or .Cuba. -· ·I 

The FBI 'said Galt had used . 
the names of Harvey Lowmyer 
and John Willard. A man regis-
tered as "John Willard" 
ci\~cked i:1Jo the hotr~·ee 
:hours before Kirig was killed., . 
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CHARLES Q. STEVENS (right), whose by the FBI of Eric Starvo Galt was 
description of Dr. Martin Luther King's. "not the man I saw." Stevens lives in 
alleged assassin played an important the rooming house from which the fatal 
part in the composite drawing by Bill bullet was fir~d. Galt was charged Wed­
Harrington (left), staff artist of the nesday by the FBI with conspiracy in 
1'-Iemphis Commercial Appeal, said j the case. (AP W!.ephoto) ,_ . , .. 
Wednesday night the pict1;1re released 

• 
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i. •: 1 •!--, •"' :.-·v~. •. ~1•• .. 1 ... ••.·i .. 
r 1 ~ -_· L.r:-1}". r1, 
~--,,_l ,. ., ~;s ., S'-. 

SmIBUREAU 

i,i, 
l~t~ Yf · tJ : 

- WA5HINGTOX (:\Pl-- The F'BI said he was identi- IU.Y WAS 1epo,n,'tn'nis:-1rig 1 

Tbe FBI todav identified fied though ''a ~y::.temati~ irnm .ti,e pcttitentiary at ,kf.; 
F+· S' .. ,,, ,·· .. ~i• w~rted and exhaustive seareh 0f b::t- f1:,·,;;1,1 Ci~y. ~.l1J., .\pril"2:l,' 
- ~:. ·

1
... La1. \ 0 \..t".L1., ' 1 L rnt fir:r!~tori:it:;''. ur.covctcU tEiT. He was ~er\@:Rg a 20- -

for the kiiling oi Dr . .i\lar- in the King case against ·the ye;ir seatcnce for an armed;. 
tin Luther King Jr.. ns fingerprints of the more than robbery in St. Louis and op-i 

53,000 persons for whom want- ernting a motor vehide with~ • 
ed notices are: un file in the. out the owncr·s p-ermission: j 
bureau's identification divi• Ray, who had b~arfneJ 

. ~Tames Earl Ray, 40, an es­

. qpce. fr~m the Missouri 
c-..._,;;: .... D~;.,.,..,.. • .;".,..u - _!°_:_ · · · _,..._,.;~ .... .,, ,-Cn.na. 1\.f~ .. nJ.. 'f'7 1nt:n,~'4 

,. 
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··s.)Jeiif ~me· tJme ·in·seph~m~" -si>Iracy aiili · murifgrJ~ ·-.iii'i 
. ber, 1966, in the maximum King assassination. 

security ward at the state A drifter since· he left 
hospital in Fulton, Mo. school in the 10th grade at 

The man known as Galt Alston, Ill., Ray served as an 
was charged Wednesday with enlisted man in the Army 
the first-degree murder of from February, 1946, to De-: 
King April 4 in Memphis,. c~mber, 1948, w~en he_ was 

. Tenn. He also is charged _given a general d1schar~_ for 
,~J.1!.t~~~r~.!~a_rrant~ with con-j ineptness and lack of adapta-

. . .. . . bility, the FBI said. During 
his Array career he received · 
a three-month sentence at 
hard .labor for being . drtmk 
and "breaking" arrest. 

THE FBI SAID Ray has an 
arrest record dating at least 
to 1949, when he was convict-

. ed for burglary in · Los . An- · 
· geles. He also was convicted 
in 1952 for armed robbery in 
Chicago and in 1955 for forg-. 
ing U.S. postal money orders 
in Missouri. . 

He has served terms In a 
Los Angeles County jail, state 

. prisons at Joliet and Pontiac, 
'ffl:';"iincf. a federal peniten­
.tiary at Leavenworth, Kan. 

The FBI said Ray has used 
the names of James'Mt:13rll:ti, · 
James Walton; W. C. Herron 
annd James O'Conner. 

RAY' CLAIMS to have been 
born I I in Illi­
nois-but the F'Bl. d1d not say 

• where. He is about 5-feet-10, 
weighs 163 to 174 pounds• has 
blue eyes and brown,hair and 
two scars: a small one on the· 

· center of his forehead and an­
-. other on the palm of his right 
hand. · 

He has worked Rs a baker, 
laborer and color matcher. 

The FBI said Ray has been 
a federal fugitive since July 
20, 1967 when an FBI com­
plaint was filed at Jefferson 

· City charging him with ul?JID;,­
Jul~v _.j!s.eing from •~ouri 
_,''tG"avo~d confinement. 

'• 

., 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 
r-------------------

St!S PE CT'S-RE AL NAlifE: 
15-RAY, FBI __ DISCLOSES' 

,... ·1949.. when he served time in Los killing as well as in, the fur-\ 
Angeles on a burglary ch:ir~Li' room occupied by the 

ARMY DISCHARGE sniper. 'Ettc:-Calt' 15 Identified as 
Ex.Convict This followed his discharge The FBI also has reported re-

from the Arm'y. The FBI said he covering a white Mustang auto­
By GARDNER L~ BRIDGE served as an enlisted man from mobile in Atlanta, Ga., believed· 

WASHINGTON (AP) _ The February 1946 to December 1948 to have been used by~. 
. . . , when he received a general dis-i 

elusive Enc Starvo Galt, who 1s • charge for ineptness and lack ,ofl 
wanted for the killing of Dr. adaptability. 
Martin Luther King Jr., was ; His Army record showed a 
identified by the FBI Friday as three-month s~ntence at hard 

. labor for bemg drnnk and 
a_ 40-year-old drifter, and ex-con- breaking arrest, the FBI said. 
v1ct named James Earl Ray. The bureau's dossier on Ray 

The FBI said Galt's real •, indicates he has been a drifter 
identity was_traced through "a since he left school in the 10th 
systematic a n d exhaustive · grade at Alston, Ill. 
search of latent fingerprints" He has worked as a baker, las 

, developed in the King case borer and color matcher. 
· against the fingerprints of In 1952, according to the PBI,. 

more than· 53;000 persons for he was convictea in Chicago fort 
whom wanted notices are on armed :nobbery ,ind served two: 
f!le in. t?~ bureau's idcntifica- years in Joliet and Pontiac, Ill.! 
hon d1_vmon. state prisons. In 1955, the FBI 1 

~alt 1s only o!le of the nan~es said, he was convicted of forg-! 
Ray has u~ed m brushes w_ith ing U.S. postal money o.t:dcr.s..mJ 
the law which began, accordmg Missouri and was confined to: 
to the FBI dossier, when he was Leavenworth penitentiary untili 
21. 1958.. '1 

T~Jb.w•BI said he has used _tbe The FBI said Ray was sent to, 
inames ?f James McBride, thc·.Missouri State Penitentiary! 
1James \\·alto?, W. 0. Herron on· _March 17, 1960, and spent! 
!and James O Connor. som_e .time in September 1966 in' 
. DESCRIPTION GIVEN the maximum security ward at 
i He was de,,cribed as about 5 Hie-state hospital in Fulton, Mo. 
:feet 10, weighing 163 to 174 The FBI said Ray has listed 
1 pounds, with blue eyes and his birth date as I I, 
[brown hair and two scars: a and his bi_rthplace as Illinois. · 
'small scar in the· center of the The city clerk at Alton, Ill., ! 
;forehead and another on the Paul A. Price, said a James I 
·,palm of his right hand. Earl Rav was ~orn there on ! 

I J the son of a ! At the time King was shot and Jaborer. . 1 

killed by a sniper in Memphis, The principal at Alton Senior\ 
Tenn., April 4, Ray was being High School said his records 
sougpt on a jail breaking showed three James Rays at-
charge. . . t h h 1 ended t e sc oo during the pe-

The FBI said he escaped on riod Ray w,ould have been there, 
April 2::, 196i, from the J\lis- and he was trying to determine 
souri State Penitentiary at whether anv of them was the 
Je1f~rson City,. where he was man identified by the FBI as; 
scrvrng a 20-ycar sentence tor Galt : 
,,rmed r11nh_cry in St.. Louis.. Th~ bureau did not sav what , 
·, Hay,. Wt}f) IS now betng s_ought s,et of fingerprints in lhe King'! 

O,l .~ ~e1)nessee !11urder e:~e-"case was matched with those ofi 
l'fnn"()" Krng slaymg, has an ar• Ray but it is presumed that' 
rest record dating at least to prints were found ofl._.B...J,;ifle I 

dro~e~r th~ scene of the! 
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-AP WIREPHOTO. ' 
. THESE prison identification pictures of James Earl Ray 
were taken at Missouri Penitentiary Jan. 4, 1966. Ray 'is 
being sought for questioning in the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. The FBI says Ray and Eric Starvo 
Galt are the same person. Ray escaped from ,Bci~ru:. April 
~ . . 

'• 

• 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

\_// -~,,,_ 
1: . ii 

·, a guy you're looking for- THE FBI said Eric Starvo 
WASHINGTON' (AP) - Es- and in this case there's been Galt was one of i.t·sffingof 

caped convict Jnmes Earl plenty of publicity." aiiases favored by Ray in fre­
H.ay, sought as the sniper ",'fhe FBI ~aid to_day ~ay quent brushes with the law be-

I Lutll r 
11as . been ti_ne su_bJect or a ginning when he was 21 years 

s arer of Dr. .iv!artin e 1 ft h ' on t·he · n_1ass1ve am! m_tensrve se_arch" old-severa years a er e 
King ,Jr., was placed • d t f h. h h l ·n 

11
.st to- smce the _s1ay·ma _o_f E:mg 16 drop1)e ou. o 1g, sc oo 1 

FBrs ''most. wanted" -✓ • days ago m Memo. ms, Tenn. the 10th grade. 
da.v. · · - l 

n• • , There was no indication the In :iddition to the a iases · 
1 he F~I said yest~raay a FBI was any closer to catch- .Jch:: wrnard and Harvey Lo\~­

~-ysterM~1c s_carc~ of . 1~s vast ing Ray than it was Wednes- 1 myer listed on the FBI fu~1-
fmgerprmt files 1dent1f1ed the d 1• ·t • t' , / tive warrant the bureau said 
"10-"er.ir-oi<l Ray as phantom ay w ,en 1 pu~ ne name I R h" 1: • 11 d h"1mself 
· ·I. · · · ('"It on a fr1cr•t·ve ,v ... ~rant ,j ay .«s a.,,o ca e . 
fugitive • Enc · Starvo Galt, !"' .. ' · . •• >:'. 1. "'

1
• • ' Jam.es McBride, James Wal-

char()'ed in Tennessee with · c~ar15;•1g him ai!d an mcti-11 t , V' c Herron and James 
murdering King April 4. v:duat_ ~~1oi;; h~. a1leged t?. be \ 3,1Conv~or.· 

THE .FJ:31 action today add- hrs bt~~l,er .~~th .co~!pmi:~ I John Willard was the name 
ed formality to what was al- :? dep, ive ~,r, 0 • or h.... civil /I used by the man who checked 
r;ady _fact-:-the escap~e from i,gh: to tra,el from state to \: into a s,1oddy :Memphis room­
tne Misoun state· pemtentiary state. 

1 
• • • , ! ing ho~:se overlooking the Lor-

is the nation's most intense- Ray f,ed the rvI!ssoun Pem- I ~· 11 1ot"1 w·nere Kin<T was ~ • . 
1 

, . . .• 1, ,. • .

1 

r ,.me ,, , ., , b 

ly hunted man m years. .en"iar:y-wnere ,e ,,as serv fatally shot as he stood on a 
Ray was described as an mg the sevenlh year of _a balcony and talked with 

avid dancer, a high school ~.:Lear _sentence for a lih9 friends.' 
dropout, Army reject, a l"lli\.~---P-rison officials who said a I The FBI has said Eric Star­
who likes to drink bee~_ and 1966 escape try 'by Ra.;l,.....Yi~J vo Galt purchase~ a 30.05 r~fle . · . I 'in BirminO"ham f1"11r-4~:vne-

r vodka, and who tugs his ea,· thwarted when he Was dis- , f~re the ~ssassination. That 
when he's nervous. covered in a ventilator shaft, I rifle. with a telescopic sight 

"Ray s1iculd be considered , indicated he succeeded the \ inta6t, w~s recovere~ outside 
at'ti1ei1 ana extremely danger- I next year by hiding in a truck I the r~o1111~g ~ouse Just after 
ous," the FBI said. carrying bread from the L i'he_.a.:_ss<!~~!!.latu~n: 

The suspect is actually the penitentiary bakery to its ' THE FBI did not make 
11th n

1
, 1an placed on the tradi- honor farms. . \ clear where it got the finger-

tiona: !ls~ of "10 most wanted i _ . . ; prints which it matched 
fugitives;' but the sear c_~_j THE earlle_r esc!:pc attempt:,: against its files to show Galt 

:: landed Ray H1 a t ulton, Mo., /: is actually Ray. 
for Ray obviously over- :_1 prison hospital fa.cility for a 1: But speculath,_n was the 
shadows all others. :

1 
me,n_t,al check~1p. i prints m~y have been !eft __ ia 

'.I '\'ve gave hm1 our Grade A, 
1
1 the roommg house, on the rn1e 

FBI. Director J. Edgar I! 'Class I workup,'' recalled Dr. I! or on a 19GG white Mustang­
Hoover said the 4.0-year-old 'I Donald B. Peterson, hospitali since impounded in Atlanta­
white man was added to the , supenntencent. ''We found:! that witnesses reporte<l seeing 
list specially "to insure the , no mental disease or defect ! leavinf' the vicinity oi the 
widest possible dissemination \ 1dh(n the iaw." . .! shooti~g. 
of Ray's photograph and des-,: Pnson ,mu police r~co:·ds,i But while some details re­

. ... . , · . ~ . j i shOY'e:1 Ray was born 1n A11: mained fuzzy, the portrait 
cripttDn .<) help efft.ct his ,, tc::;, IL son cl a laborer of11 ~1.-e'ci..ed bv •h,~ .FBI s'r.:cd 

n J'.('lc:' nn•c'blc iocativn." ,; ..... ,, (.'.~ ..... -.l ~,-,1"':"'·\ !; -:·;, l,,.il I. ... '- ,., •lV-,l c .. ,L,,d 1---s,.1 • ,.,,, .. a,. ... ...... ," · .. ~,,., ~"' a 1 .. ,,(1,e,· ~vc-.,r.:e-lPcK-
ft 

·r il . .., l' • ·1 . .t.\.U• ·.,..,. .~n H , .. a. 44,0 ... .a...; 

\y~1e,1 G-alt v;as le ot lfJe Fecorci;:; :1.t tnc i◄ u 1..JH !:.~CL .. ·+ 1·-1,.;' -.~ ~~1 .. 1 .... •!l·\-\~:t-:,,~, of cant11·"t!n~ • . r., , . l , . ,.. 1 1 ~ J1t; .. u, " .. ,_ .. . ,.~ ..... , :.,,--
1}.st ~t tb-c Urnc ~ lhtn n:~n u~,- i:.1\il<~:".::i-2Jl );1~_1\ :}.~rerLS:'. ncr·:;on~J1Ev traits~ 

. was adu~d 'i';t.~·s;r 'p:i~c;p~i 1 ~i~~; ;~;~~ds\~t:d\f;~~~~= ~- H1: \va( described as 5-f,:, ,t-
spokesmc;n ~ s<1J\;+-1n.'; fugiti(·~~·1'· ·"s i1r" Lu:ille Rv·:., .;t'--ttr. . and 163 to 174 ~1(,unds, 
reason rn. "·' o , ., " • ·'· " · • "'"' · ·h b h · • 1 , ... :...,,,,,. , ... · ttract publicity for _; st. Louis. • , i wit rown air, ;; u_e eyes ~...-.,,ir.,.~ ,,., ... _,_ .. · ··· -•· - l- ~~ ".:_·_-::i , '· . •. and small scars 0•1 ~ l ,. i :•-¾! ti'.~ ~ .... t _.... ,.J '-""•i I .. I. //,'\;L.J ~ : heed and right palm. ne·s 
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V ., 

:f~i !: :~v:a: w1::e~itn:;v tug~ l~f ~:~!:~_ ~~ffe~~~~~l=-~-~Oisriotth~Jut~i!.1~!r: '.·i_· 

.U~ Jeff ear protrudes alight- should have said he "report- stretch .at hard labor he re-- . 
ly furllicr than his right enr. cdly" took the dancing !es- · ceived for being drunk and l 

RAY was said by a:.ithori- sons, rather than stating flat- . "breaking arrest" while in~ 
ties to ha·re worked at vari• ly that he had. ; the Army from February i 
ous times as. a laborer. bak- . THE FBI said Ray was i 1946 to December 1948. 1 
er and color-matcher. In <id• first ,arrested in 1949 in Los , The Army wa_shed Ray out j 
dition, persons who came in Angeies, where he drew an "n a ·gen'eral d1scharg~, . sa1• ,1 
contact with him while he eight-month jail term for b~\gu,.e was inept aiRr coiill!Jl't ·! 
was outside prison said he · glary. ·. ~dapt t<>. !llili.1:W.Y,Jife, •c.;~,,,-.,,4 
spoke of having worked as a . Su~~equent convictions came · 
merchant seaman and river- u;. C,11cago, 1952, robbery; in 
boat cook. ~llssouri, 1955, for breaking 

The FBI said the fugitive's I~to a Kansas City post of­
acquaintances called him a flee and forging postal or­
loner who likes beer and vod•. ders; 1959, . the St. Louis 
ka, favors cmmtry mid west• · market holdup and car theft. 
ern music and speaks with a In addition, he was arrest­
rural twang. The loner tag ~d but not convi~d:•-}if~50 
seemed to conflict with the In Cedar Rapids, Iowa, for 

I Jt'BI description of him as an vagrancy; in _ 1951 in Alton, 
I ''avid dancer." · I~l., for driver license viola­
! · In more obvious conflict h?ns; in 1954, Edwardsville, 
I
' '· Ih fo•· bur 0 Jar~· 
: was the FBI's Wednesday ·'i ' 1 <: · .; · . . 
· statement saying Galt "took , R~I ti,d, tne r~cords show 1 

dancin° lessons" in New Or- . ~ · h 8 spent 13 years and , 
l 

I!> • ,,~ ., months behind bars - not ! 
eans in 1964 and i9a.> - a ._ coun'ing d~te t· . ha 1 f he R • ·m · "- " n.1on on C rges 

• 1rpe 'W i:1 3 ?: \HI~ SC ..un· · "3f"Wh_1·ch he "_'_asn'_t __ c(}UYict_ ·. "."' _; 
1 prlSOned m Missouri. -·----- ·• ..... ~· 

-AP WIR!!?HOTO. 

ERIC STARVO GALT, sought in the slaying of nr. and Ray are the same man. Ray is- shown at left 
Martin Luther King Jr., is shown at right in pictu,r~~ln a 1!)59 St. Louis p~lice photo; second from left 
released bv FBI. JA.l\lES EARL RAY is shown in in a 1960 FIH plwto; second from right in a 1966 
t~~)}Cr ·pictures .. The FBI said yesterday Galt · Missouri p_cnitentiary picture. , _, :~~,--- __ 

.... .- •• -• ·,a"" . . .... - .. ,. . , ...... ·~ • ;• ··--~-·,-;:.._.__a..-......->-
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·(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

·suspected King Snip-eT "l 

· · 1s on 'Most _Wanted' List 
-~ ~•to attract publicity{~~--a _ ~drunkennessand breajdn&-Bt·., 

FBI Adds Formality to O , 1 k' f d , this rest. He was discharged In 
I >' u re 00 mg or-an m · December 194S for ineptness 

.. '!:'.._eb,1'n Search ___ __,_c""ase there's been P,lenty of pub-
n:rr · liclty. ,, an,d, _lack of .. adaptability to 

B t H b • 1 d 'd d m1htary service. 
By LEWIS HAWKINS U ooyer O Vl?US y e~I e . Dr, King was killed by a sin-

WASHINGTON (AP) Wh t tnore public attention was m or 1 . h. t f . . 1 l'b . - a der · · . g e s o_ rom a arge-ca 1 er ri~ 
~ay be the nati~n•s most inten- · · APPEAL MADE, fle ~hile he stood on the balcony 
s1ve manhunt gamed fresh pres- As usual the FBI is appealing ot hts mot.el room. The bullet re-
sure Satu~dal when the ,,F~I to the public for help in spotting portli~ly came from a cheap 
place~ ?n its most wanted hstj fts man and-as usual-gives roommg hou~e _ ab?ut ~~ feet 
a fug1ti~e convict a~cus~d of implied warning against any ef- 8:way. ~ay-not so 1denhf1ed un­
murder ~ the assa~smation of[ fort by a plain citizen to appre- t'.l Friday-has been s~u~ht. 
Dr. :Martm Luther Kmg Jr. bend the criminal unaided. · • sm~e U1e day of . the . kilh~g 

James Earl Ray, a 40-year- . The official language put":>; it ,¥b.kchthsparko·eod -[.ac1al nots m 
old habitual criminal, is be- this way: more . an l _ ~:1e11". • '"' 
ing hunted by police from bor- "Ray should be considered! 
der to border and beyond for armed and extremely danger- I 
the April 4 sniper slaying in ous-. Anyooe with information· 
Mt!mphis, Tenn., of the Negro concerning this fugitive is re-
civil rights leader from Atlan- quested to immediately contact 

· . ta. the nearest office . of the FBI; 
The FBI always has- limited the telephone number of which 

its list of most wanted criminals may be found on the first page 
to 10 names but Saturday it of local telephone directories." 
lengthened this roll of dishonor Reportedly a native of llll­
to 11 by adding Ray, a white nols, Ray is described as about 
loner known also by the name of five feet, 10 inches tall, weigh­
Eric ~tarvo Galt and by six oth- fng from 163 to lH pounds. He 
er aliases. has blue eyes and brown hair 

WARRANT ISSUED usually worn short. Forehead 
In addition to a state first-de-. and right palm bear s m a 11 

gree murder · warrant issued in.~~~ His nose is narrow_ an_d , 
r-~,...-"'h·~-• Ray is wanted en fed:-wmngnt, tefth even.~ 
eral charges of conspiracy to has a noticeably protfudmg . 
deny Dr. King his civil rights left ear, the lobe of which he , · 
and. of flight to escape conHne- reportedly tugs at when ner-
ment. The latter traces to his. vnus. • · . 
April 1967 escape from Missouri By way _of further help in_ the 
prison at Jefferson City where search which the FBI described 
he was starting his eighth year Satu!d~r · as "~assive and in­
on a 20-year sentence for armed tensive , Ray·. ts reported to 
robbery. . speak in a "rural" manner .and 

In announcing the unprece- in a (ashion in_dicating. limited 
dented step of adding an 11th education. He 1s described as 
name to the "10 most wanted" , neat i_n ~ress and as an avid 
list, FBI Director J. Edgar ! dancer with a taste for vodka 
Hoover announced it was rlone ' and beei:,. 
"fo insure the widest possibte In add1t1on to ar~ed robpery, • 
dissemination of Ray's pho- Ray has been convicted of bur- . 
togrf ph and description to glary, forgery of a ~ostal money 
help effect his earliest possible order and. unauthorized use of a 
location." 1 fl:lolor. vehicle. He has been con-
On Thursday, when Ray still ~1J:ed ~ the Los ~nge!~s Co~~y 

was being sought under the Jall, h\O state prisons m. Illmo1s 
name of Galt, the FBI filled a and the U.S. pem_tentJary at 
vaeaney on the list with another l.eaven,worth, Kan. 
name. When asked why Galt. . Durmg nearly t~reP. .. vears 
Willi!'! the.nominee at that 1.1we1 !nh the Army ~p received_ a 
a spokesman explained JC re e-month ~~!!!~~~ f Or· 
--!- -··-··--- -~ .&.f. ,. ,. - • • • 
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,, 

Oaims King-1 
-Killer Payoff 
Set in Orleans 

New Orleans was the payoff 
point for a_ man hired to kill 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Time 
Magazine said In a story ap­
pearing in this week's issue of 
the magazine. 

The magazine said a Mem­
phis man overheard a Mem­
phis businessman "giving an 
unknown trigger man urgent 
'orders to kill King on the 
balcony of his motel, and even 
specifying the price for the 
j~) and the pickup -
point for his fee (New Or-
leans)." · 

THE 1<'81 in Washington 
had no comment on the re~ 
port. 

District Attorney Jim Gar­
rison was out of town and 
unavailable for comment. As­
sistant DA· James L. Alcock 
said he had no knowledge that 
the 'office was investigating 
any sue ·report. . · ' 

Time said the w1n1ess toid , 
the magazine and later -the 
FBI of having overheard the 
conversation . 

The conversation tended to 
support a theory. that the plot 

·was a "made-in-Memphis un­
dertaking" according to Time. 

The magazine also said that 
"according to several current 
theories, the death of King 

I
. was plotted a b o u t three 

months ago in Memphis.'' 
! At least one Memphis man 

reported seeing a· man rough­
ly matching the description 
of Jam'.!11 Earl Hay, the su::.­
spect named hy the f'B!. in 
Memphis last tall. 

- ~!!J1UVaS killed April 4 in 
lremphis by a .Wi7j;;-" 

'--1 
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lH 011
.prood 'j .· ·-i~~;I~ATION by this ~ii Dec~ 16, 1967, Ray was' 

· •.• ' · reporter revealed that the in telephone contact with a 
• ,.· · · . · . young. woman ·"\YA<J a habitue major Ne~ ~ns Indus-~ 

Bl d 
' of the Sultan Room and the trialist, a man who is con-· . on· e. · . Rabbit's Foot, bars along 8 sidered· the economic and 'po-;· 

sleezy section of Hollywood. litical "killer'' of the com~ 
. · · · Blvd. She used several names munity. . . 

Lo. Cated
\ but was known as "'Jerri." :-On Dec. 17, 1967, Ray mef 

She spent sever-al nights in person with this New or;. 
perhaps weeks, with Ray · leans industria_list. On the day · 
(Galt) and on the day Ray of . the meetmg, Rar was 

lly LOUIS LOMAX left Los Angeles on the trip registered in a motel m New 
. B E V E R L y HILLS that led him to Memphis he , Orleans. The contact between 

.

(NANA) _ In a. startling purchased "Jerri" an air- Ray and the industrialist was 
plane ticket to a Midwestern made from this motel and the 

new development, · the city where she . is now visiting meeting with . held in "down-
. hunt for the · person or with her · parents. There is town'' New Orleans. . 
persons responsible for 

I 
some evidence that Ray ar- Investigators are attempting 

the assassinati'on of Dr. .1 ranged to visit with the girl to zero .in on the "industrial­
and her parents in the Mid- ist" in the light of a dis-

Martin Luther King Jr. western city "after; I take closure from an inmate out 
. n_ow focuses on a myste- care of some business in the of Missouri Prison, where 
· nous H 11 d South." This was the way Ray once served time and 

0 ywoo blonde Ray explained his . mission to where Ray expressed interest 
. · and a New Orleans indus- the girl in question. The in an offer of $100,000 put 
~ trialist. FBI's search for the girl sti1i up by ''Southern business-
.· The- FBI le_t it be known continues and there is no i~- men". for anyone who would 

· Monday that. they were in . dication that the agency is kill Dr. King. This reporter 
. search, of the Hollywood aware of the girl's where- has also . been able to estab- • 
.. blonde but could not locate abouts. lish a timetable for Ray that 
· her. 'f!le report was that she leads up to a few .days to 
,has :•disappeared." "JERRI" IS important to Dr. King's assassination: 
, . This . reporter located the the investigation because of -On Valentine's Day, Ray,· 

blonde m question late yester- he~ clos~hip to Ray who was then living in Roolll 
; d~y aft~oon. She is in her . while he was in Los Angeles. 408 of the St. Francis· Hotel 

mid twenties as reported and Ray ( Galt~ke t this quiet along Hollywood Blvd., visit-
E_ XCLUSIVE STORY ' . ed another girl friend - not 

and, on. the who e, remam· eel the blond d ff · d h' 
(Louis Lomax is a regular · e - an o ere 1s 

reporter on Negro affairs for to himself. However, "Jerri" . console TV set for her porta­
North American Newspaper was in his apartment on sev- ble. The gtrl. ~ccepted the 
Alliance. The news syndicate eral protracted occasions and swap. Ray lo~r portable 

says he has established con- the conviction is that she may 
tact wiib the underworld and 11 h has been able to elicit . facts we ave information about 

. in the King assassination case the various contacts Ray, was 
-not known to others.) known to have made in the 

Soutlt, particularly in New I~ suspected, was a close con- Orleans. · 
~ante. of James Earl Ray i As important as "Jerri" is 

· t en known as Eric Starv~ to the stalled investigation 
Galt and: the suspected killer · s?e is ?vershadowed by addi: 

. !>{ pr. !?.nt ~ JJ tional information uncovered 
· by this reporter about Ray's. 

New Orleans contacts. These 
are the faC:.~~n now be, 
published:. . " · 

,. 

• 
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ael in his c~ ~d told th; . 
. · sfrl . he was- hiMIR§ town. 

· · Although they· are tight-
. lipped about ~t, . the FBI· has . 
:found the portable TV set, 
probably· in • Birmingham, 
Ala.; roomingbouse. 
-Ray was seen on this same 

day In the parldng lot of the 
· Los Angeles Sears, Roebuck 
stoi'e· on Plco Blvd. 
· -:-Three days later, Ray_call­
·ec1 apon a New Orleans fam­
ily and delivered to the'Dl a 
pa~ge sent by their daugh-
. ter in Los Angeles •. The ~- . 
;ready published record shows 
,that Ray then drove into .Ala- · 
• ·bam,·- ftnally, Into: Memphis. · 
< .. The r FBI is havµig major 
,atfticulty tracing· b o th the 
elusive blonde and the New 

·;Orleans industrialist because 
;~the 1:fail leads through . den- i 

-hens of the underworld and i 
:'.semi-underworld who flatly ·1 

!
~·-refused to cooper~te with· la·w. 
~ :enforcement officials. T h e· J 

: .name of the New Orleans in• 
I dustrialist is not known. . 
· However,. this repQrter is 

aware of how the telephone 
contact· between the indus­

. triali$t and Ray was estab­
:1 ltshed. A search is now on 
. to ·mate records which will 
reveai both the · industrialist's 
name and telephone number. 
· Other information develop­
. ed. by this reporter indicated 
that "Jerri" SJ>Qke with a 
foreign . accent ~d is pr~. 
ably front- on@ of the Scan­
dinavian coulitries.. ·, · 

r 
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R th Curr ··d • Curtis said Ray made the . READ-HO KILL s~g w:s 20.;;!; arm:d s:~b: statements about King to Curtis 
. ' ' becy sen!cftee. Brison records personally &ld noUo a group. 

RAY JS QUOTED : ~:;::m!~!; a~~~~s s~: tf;:f ar!hh~J:~ ::!da ~f:in;:~r :!:~ 
i · ___ , The two saw each other "al- and vodka and water. "He liked 

W·11· T £ B ' t d ·1 " Curt· "d beer, I know that, because he 
· J mg to ry .ior oun• mos ai .Y 1~ sai · talked about 1·t," c·urt1·s sa1·d. · . · K· S C . It was m the prISon yard, Cur-
ty on mg, ays onv1ct tis said, that he and Ray saw Cu~is sa!d Ray talked a great 

televisicm news reports of Ken- d.eal in pr~son about New Zea­
nedy's assassini!tion. A few land? Brazll and Argentina and 
days later, he said, a new pris- ' Cur.tis speculated. that he would 
oner crune in and said that a $1 , have left the Umted States for 
million bounty had been put on oµe of those countries within 
King by a "K-K businessman's hours after _the slaying if · he 

By JAY BOWLES 
DALTON, Ga. (AP) - A con­

victed murderer who was in 
prison with the mysterious 
James Earl Ray, now hunted in 
the slaymg of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., said Tuesday he heard 
Ray say he would be willing to 
try to collect $1 million for kill­
ing the civil rights leader. 

Raymond Curtis, 40, the same 
age as Ray, is in the Whitfield 
County jail awaiting action on 
appeal of a murder conviction. 
Curtis said . he and Ray were 
prisoners at the Missouri State 

'Penitentiary when John F. Ken­
nedy was assassinated Nov. 22, 
1963, in Dallas, Tex. 

"Another boy said, 'Well, 
there's a million-dollar bounty 
to. get King.' King was· running 
his mouth pretty good then. Ray 
said, 'H there is a million-dollar 
bounty on King, I believe I can 
. collect it,' " Curtis said in an in­
terview. 

Curtis said he met Ray in 1955 
when · both were prisoners in 
Jackson County jail at Kansas 
City, Mo. He said they shared a 

. cell'for seven months. 
, Then, Curtis said, Ray was 
. transferred to the Leavenworth 
federal prison to serve a term 
for forging postal money orders. 
Curtis said that two weeks later 
he also was sent to Leaven­
worth. 

Curtis said he and Rey . were 
in the same 281-cen building at 
Leavenworth and at one point 
were in adjoining cells, . 

He said after about · six 
,months he was transferred to 
,the Atlanta prison and did not 
see Ray again until late 1961 or 
early 1962, when Curtis went to 
the Misso1,1.ri State~ Penitentiary 
on a 10-year armoo robbery sen­
tence. 

association.'' were re~ 
Curtis said Ray did not associ­

ate freely with other inmates. 
"You could pick him out of a 
erowd of 2,000 men in the prison 
yard. He would be off to himself 
walking and his mind would be 
somewhere else." 

"The only thing he would 
make a long conversation out of 
was when he was planning 
something and you were a part 
of it," Curtis said. "Anything he 
did was thoroughly planned. He 
never went off half-cocked." 

Curtis said he · heard Ray 
mention a King bounty several 
times. At one point, Curtis said, 
Ray referred to the Kennedy as­
sassination by saying, "Boy, 
probably somebody made a nice 
little penny off of that. I sure 
wish it was me." 

Curtis, who was born in Dal­
, ton, said Ray had a so~t south­
. ern Illinois accent, not a south­
ern drawl. 

Curtis, who was convicted in 
January 1967, of a robbery mur­
der, is awaiting a decision on a 
new trial motion. FBI agents 
questioned Curtis Sunday and 
Monday. · · · 

To his knowledge, Curtis said, 
only one person visited Ray dur-, 
ing their prison time together. 

Curtis talked to reporters 
from his individual 4- by 10-foot 
cell at the Whitfield County jail. 
A bare light bulb illuminated 
the cell. He wore a torn white 
T-shirt, and~cy colored 
oaiama trousers. SmIBUREAU 
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. FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

~ The man charged with 
: conspiracy and murder 
f in the slaying of Dr. Mar­
i tin Luther King Jr. was 

writing for the North Ameri· HOWEVER, records of the} 
can Newspaper Alliance, re• motel show that Ray, now on ! 
ported that the suspect, the FBI's 10 Most Wanted list, 1 
James Earl Ray, met a mar. stayed there during the Dec. l 
Lomax identified only as "a 17-19 period, driving a Mus- i 
major New Orleans mdustrial- to.ng auto with an Alabama Ii- \ 
ist" at the Provincial Motel, cense. (Authorities in Atlanta l 
1024 Chartres, Dec. 17. are holding a white Mustang l 

- ; registered in a French 
~ Quarter motel from Dec. 
' l7 through 19 of last The States-Item has not which witnesses reported see- , 

year. been able to establish the ing leaving the scene of Dr. J 
Thi'1--w-~r.onfirmed after identity of this ''industrialist" King.'s shoeting in Memphis : 

;,_Ipu,is •. !-:'9m2~_JL_~~wszp~ __ pr ,w!J1:lh~i: he •. !clu_ally. ~xis,t~---. AprH_ 1:.~ __ : ___ . '"-' --~-'--~~ 

mTT BURCAU 
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newapaper, elty and atate.) 

,. 

PAGE l 

STATES-lTE:H 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

Date: 4-24-68 
Edition: FIML 
Author: 

Editor: GEORGE W • HEALY 
Title: :MURKIN; ERIC 
STARVO GALT, JA}W.S 
EARL RAY 

Character: R:M 
or . 

ClaaaJfJeaUon: } 57-/f1h1.3/1 
Submlttlnq Offlee: .AT O LA .. . -:., . . ' . 
0 Being lnvesttqated 

·/-5:. SEAR=.::~;;;.6;;;~~~--=-...!..: 

SERIALIZ 
{;µD9t~ 8 

J I I f \ f,.J 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~~--.... ~--, •·--: ~- ... "'1' ":r-:'<'""'! 1"1' --~- "" ' ~ , -

; Loma-~rted that in-! contact with the underworld 
•· vestigators are searching-,--fo. ', has been able to eli,;:it.,, 
, the "industrialist" (whose facts not known to others in- , 
· name still is unknown to terested in the King assassina- i 
, them) in the light of a dis- tion case. 
· ~Iosure from a Missouri prison 
mmate, who served time with 
Ray, that Ray expressed in­
terest in an offer of $100,000 
put up by "Southern business­
men" for anvone who would 
kill Dr. King: : . 

·• Ti m e magazine report~d 
this week that New Orleans 

. · was the payoff point for the 
man hired to kill Dr. King. 

· This, the magazine said, was 
based on a conversation ove,­
heard by a Memphis business­
man. 

LOMAX ALSO reported that 
,Jlll Ft?b.17,J!l68, Ray_ cane~ 

on an unidentified New Or­
leans family and delivered to 
them a package sent by their 
daughter in Los Angeles. 

HIS STORY, datelined Bev­
erly Hills, Calif., said that in 
a startling new development, 
the hunt for the persons re- I 
sponsible for King's death now , 
focuses on a mysterious Hol- · 
lywood blonde and a New Or-
leans industrialist. 

1 

The story, as written by ' 
Lomax, continued: . 

The FBI let it be known 
Monday that they were in 
search of the Hollywood 
blonde but could not locate 
her. The report was that she 
has "disappeared." 

This reporter located the 
·blonde in question late yester­
day afternoon. She is in her 
mid twenties as reported and, 
as suspected, was a close con­
fidante of Ray, then knovm 
as Eric Starvo Galt and the 
suspected killer of Dr. King. 

Asked about the possibility 
that criminal acts leading to 
Dr. King's death took place 
in New Orleans, District At-
torney Jim Garrison said to- INVESTIGATION by this 
day, "We're very interested in reporter revealed that the 
the case." - oung woman was a habitue 

o the Sultan Room and the 
· However, the DA said, "we b" , 

have no data at present The Rab it s Foot, bars along a 
~people have not. given sleezy section of Hollvwood 

us any intormation." I Blvd. She used several names 
He added that federal au- · but was known as '"Jerri." 

thorities have not refused the She spent several nights, 
information-they have not perhaps weeks, with Ray 
yet been asked for it. "Now (Galt) and on the day Ray 
that it's getting this specific, left Los A:ngeles on the trip 
we'll be very much in- that led him to Memphis he 

· terested." purchased "Jerri" an air­
plane ticket to a Midwestern 

GARRISON STRESSED that city where she is now visiting 
he means no criticism of fed- with her parents. There is 
eral investigators in this in- some evidence that ~ 
stance. "They have their own ranged to visit with the girl 
problems," he said. and her parents in the Mid-

Ray is charged \Vith con-. weStern city "after I take 
. spiracy and murder in the , care of some business in the 

King slaying under the name·. South." This was the way 
of Eric Star;o Galt. The FBI:i Ray e~pla~ned his mission to 
says Ray and Galt are the the girl m question. The 
same man. FBl'.s search for the girl still 

Ray registered at the mo- . c?nh~ues and there is no in­
tel here under the name of d1cabon that the agency is 
Galt. aware of the girl's where-

Lomax is a regular reporter abouts. 
on Negro affairs for NANA, a "J~RRI': I~ important to 
wire service which provides the mvest1gation because .of 

' news to the States-Item an he~ close relationship to Ray : 
other newspapers around th while he was in Lo1! Angeles. ' 

. niv~:1e news syndic~J3.~ (Galt) kept ~:...?t 
1 said Lomax h_as establisheclj arid, on the whole, remained 

to himself. Howevt?r, "Jerri" 
was in his apartment on sev­
eral protracted occasiunsancl" 
the conviction is that she may 
well have information about 
the various contacts Ray was 
known to have made in the 
South, particularly in New 
Orleans. 

As important as "Jerri" is 
to the stalled investigation, 
she is overshadowed by addi­
tional information uncovered 
by this reporter about Ray's · 
New Orleans contacts. These 
are the facts that can now be 
published: 

-On Dec. 16, 1967, Ray was 
in telephone contact with a 
major· New Orleans indus­
trialist, a man who is con­
sidered the economic and po­
litical "killer" of the com­
munity. 

-On Dec. 17, 1967, Ray met 
in person with this New Or­
':t.ms industrialist~~.-day 
of the meeting, Ray was. 
registered in a motel in New 
Orleans. The contact between 
Ray and the industrialist was 
made from this motel and the 
meeting with held in "down• . 
town" New Orleans. 

Investigators are attempting 
to zero in on the "industrial­
ist" in the light of a dis­
closure from an inmate out 
of Missouri Prison, where 
Ray once served time and 
where Ray expressed interest 
in an offer of $100,000 put ' 
up by "Southern business­
men" for anyone who would 
kill Dr. King. This reporter 
has also been able to estab­
lish a timetable f(,'J Ray trat 
leads up to a few days to 
Dr. King's assassination• 

, . 

• 
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Repodedly 
Mel with 

, I . 

N.O. Tycoon 
The man charged with 

. conspiracy and murder 
in the slaying of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. was 

I • . 
i reg1Stered in a French 

Quarter motel from Dec. 
17 through 19 of · 1ast 
year. 
- This was confll'Dled after 
Louis Lomax. a newsman 
writing for the North Ameri~ 
can Newspaper Alliance. re­
ported that the s u s p e c t. 
James Earl Ray, met a man 
Lomax identified only as "a 
~jor New Orleans mdustrial· 

-ist" at the Provincial Mot.el 
ll'l4 Chartres, Dee. 17. ' 

_ The States-Item has not 
been able to establish the 
jdentity of this "industrialist" 
C.:· whether he actually exists. 

. HOWEVER, records · of the 
motel show that Ray, now on 
the FBI's 10 Most Wanted list, 
stayed there during the Dec. 
17-19 period, driving a Mus­
tang auto with an Alabama li­
cense. (Authorities in Atlanta 
are holding a white Mustang 
irhich witnesses reported see­
ing leaving the scene of Dr. 
Ktng•s shooting in Memphis 
April 4.) 
, Lomax reported that · in­
vestigators are searching for 
the "industrialist" (whose 
name still is unknown to 
them) in the light of a dis­
closure from a Missouri prison 
inmate, who served time with 
~Y, that Ray expressed in­
terest in an offer of $100,000 
put up by "Southern business­
Jfteft" · for,, anyone who would 
kill Dr~ ~ing. s .•· 

T i in e magazine reporte<i 
this week that New Orleans 
was the payoff point for the 
man hired <tu k1:tt 1lr. King. 
This, the magazine said, was 
based on a conversation over­
heard by a Memphis business­
man. 

LOMAX ALSO reported that 
on Feb. 17, 1968, Ray called 
on an unidentified New Or­
leans family and delivered to 
them a package sent by their 
daughter in Los Angeles. 

Asked about the possibility 
that criminal acts leading to 
Dr. King's death took place 
in New Orleans, DistTict At­
torney Jim Garrison said to­
day, "We're very interested in 
tbe case." 

However, the DA said, ''we 
have no data at present. The 
federa !people have not given 
us any information." 

He added that · federal au­
thorities have not refused the 
information-they have not 
yet been- arkeUor iL "Now 
~t it's getting this specific, 

we'll be very much . in­
terested..!' . ,. .. 

GARRISON STRESSED that 
he means no criticism of fed­
eral investigators in this in­
stance. "They have their own 
problems," he said. 

Ray is charged with con­
spiracy and murder· in the 
King slaying, under the name 
of Eric Starvo Galt. The FBf 
says Ray and Galt are the 
same man. 

Lomax is a regular ~eporter 
on Negro affairs for NANA, a 
wire service which provides 
news to the States-Item and 
other newspapers around the 
nation. The news syndicate 
said Lomax has established 
contact with the underworld 
and has been able · to elicit 
facts not known to others in­
terested in the King assassina­
tion cas·• "'II- - ..... • 

HIS ST(!RY, !hltelined Bev- ·1 
erly "Hills, Calif., said that. in 
a startling new development l 
the hunt for the persons re: ; 
sponsible for King's death now 
focuses on a mysterious Hol­
lywood blonde and a New Or­
leans industrialist. 

The story, as written by 
Lomax, continued: 

The FBI let it be know~ 
Monday that they were in ; 
search of the Hollywood 
blonde but could not locate · 
her. The report was that she 
has "disappeared." 

This reporter located the 
blonde in question late yester­
day afternoon. She is in her .· 
mid twenties as reported and, 

. .as suspected, was a close con­
' fidante of Ray, then known 

as Eric Starvo Galt and the 
suspected killer of Dr. King. 

INVESTIGATION by this 
reporter revealed that the 
young woman was a fiabitui: 
of the Sultan Room and the 
Rabbit's Foot, bars along · a 

. sleezy · section of Hollywood 
Blvd. She used several names' 

; but was known as '"Jerri." 
l She. spent several nights, 

perhaps weeks, ... with Ray 
(Galt) and on the· day Ray 
left Los Angeles on the trip 
that led him to Memphis he 
purchased "Jerri" an air­
plane ticket to a Midwestern 
ci~y where she is now visiting 
with her parents. There is 
some evidence that Ray ar­
ranged to visit with the girl 
and her parents in the Mid­
western city "after I take 
care of some business in the 
South." This was the way 
Ray explained his mission to 
the girl in question. The 
FBI's search for the girl sti!I 
continues and there is no in­
dication that the agency is 
aware of the girl's where-
abouts. "' • -

• 
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"JERRI" IS important to I 
the investjgation~,because of 
her close relationship to Ray 
while he was in Los Angeles. 
Ray ( Galt) kept this quiet 
and, on the whole, remained 
to himself. However, "Jerri" 
was in his apartment on sev­
eral protracted occasions and 
the conviction is that she may 
well have information about 
the various contacts Ray was 
known to have made in the 
South, particularly in New 
Orleans. 

As important as "Jerri" is 
, to the stalled investigation, 
· sne is overshadowed by addi­
tional information uncovered 
by this reporter about Ray's 
New Orleans contacts. These 
are the facts that can 'now lbe 
published: 

-on Dec. 16, 1967, Ray was 
in telephone contact with a 
major New Orleans Indus- r' 

' trialist, a man who is con- : 
sidered the economic and po­
litical "killer" of the com­
_munily. 

-on Dec. 17, 1967, Ray met 
· in person with this New Or­
leans industrialist. On the day 
of the meeting, Ray was 
registered in a motel in New 
Orleans. The contact between 
Ray and the industrialist was 
made from this motel and the 
meeting with held in "down- ' 
town" New Orleans. 

Investigators are attempting 
to zero in on the "industrial­
ist" in the light of a dis­
closure from an inmate out 
of Missouri Prison, where 
Ray once served time and 
where Ray expressed interest 
in an offer of $100,000 put 
up by "Southern business­
men" for anyone who would 
kill Dr. King_ This reporter 
has also been able to estab­
lish a timetable for Ray that 
leads up to · a fNIL..,.Jiays to 
Dr .. King's assassination: 

-On Valentine's Day, Ray, 
who was then Jiving in Room 
408 of thl: St. Ftancis Hotel 
along Hollywood Blvd., visit­
ed another girl friend - not 
the blonde - and offered his 
console TV set for her porta­
ble. The girl accepted the : 
swap. Ray loaded her portable ' 
set in his car and told the 
girl he was leaving town. 

Although they are tight• 
lipped about it, the FBI has 
f~und the portable TV set, 
probably in a Birmingham, 

. • I Ala., roommghouse. .. 
-Ray was seen on this same 

day in the parking lot of the 
Los Angeles Sears, Roebuck , 
store on Pico Blvd. 
-Three days later, Ray call• 

ed upon a New Orleans fam­
ily and delivered to them a 
package sent by their daugh­
ter in Los Angeles. The al­
ready published record shows 
that Ray then drove into Ala­
bama, finally, into Memphis. 

The FBI is having major 
difficulty tracing b o t h the 
elusive blonde and the New 
Orleans industrialist because 
the trail leads through den­
izens of the underworld and 
semi-underworld who flatly 
refused to cooperate with law 
enforcement officials. T h e 
name of the New Orleans in­
dustrialist is not known. 

However, this reporter is 
aware of how the telephone 

I 
contact between the indus­
trialist and Ray was estab- .. 
lished. A search is now on 

' to locate records which will 
reveal both the industrialist's 
name and telephone number. 

Other information develop­
ed by this reporter indicated 
that "Jerri" spoke with a 
foreign accent and is prob­
ably from oue aE fue Scan­
dinavian countries. 

JAMES EARL RAY 
alias Eric ,rGalt. 

• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-631 
J.. 

(Mount Clipping tn· Space Below) 

Pris'un "8uddy Describes Sllspect ...._, ? r e 

JFI( Death 'lnspited' Ray 
DALTON, Ga. (AP) - A con-1 Ray was there, Curtis said, -To his knowledge, Curtis said, 

victed murderer who was in serving a 20-year armed rob- only ·one person visited Ray dur­
prison with the mysterious bery sentence. Prison records ing their prison time together. 
James ~arl Ray, now ~unted in confir~ that Curtis and _Ray Curtis· talked to reporters 
th_e slaymg ?f ~r. Martm Luther were mmates at the same time. from his individual 4. by 10-foot 
Kmg Jr., said Tuesday h_e Jieard The two saw each other "al- cell at the Whitfield County jail. 
Ray say he would .b~ willmg. to most daily" Curtis said. :\ bare light bulb illuminated 
try to collect $1 milhon for kill- · ·h 1 . h' 
ing the civil rights leader. It was in the prison yard, Cur- t e ~e ~- He wore a torn w ite 

R d C t. h tis said that he and Rav saw T-shirt, and raspberry colored aymon ur 1s, 40, t e same .. • • · t e • 
age as Ray, is in the Whitfield telev~sion news. re~orts of Ken- paJam~ rou_s is. 
County jail awaiting action on 11edy s assassm~t10n. A f~w Curtis said Ray_ made ~e 
appeal of a murder conviction. cays later, _he said, ~ new pns- statements about ~mg to Curtis 
Curtis said he and Ray were on_e~ came. m and said that a $1 personally and not m a group. 
prisoners at the Missouri State million bounty had been put on The FBI said the man they 
Penitentiary when John F. Ken- King _l>Y. a ::K-K businessman's are hunti.1g has a liking for beer 
nedy was assassinated Nov. 22, assoc1!!tion. and vodka and water. "He liked 
1963, in Dallas, Tex. Curtis said Ray did not associ- beer, I know that, because he 

"Another boy said, 'Well, ~te freely wi~h ot~er inmates. talked about it," Curtis said. 
there's a million-dollar bounty You could pick h!m out (!f a ... . · ... ·. ❖-
to get King.' King was running crowd of 2,000 men m the prison 
bis mouth pretty good then. Ray yard: He woul~ be ?ff to himself 
!>iicI,. '-Tf tJiere is a million-dollar walkmg and his mmd would be 
bounty on King, I believe I can somewhere else." 
collect it,' " Curtis said in an in- "The only thing he would 

: terview. make a long conversation out of 
i Curtis said he met Ray in 1955 was when he . was planning 
when both were prisoners in something and you were a part 
Jackson County jail at Kansas of it," Curtis said. "Anything ·he 
City, Mo. He said they shared a did was thoroughly planned. He 
cell for seven months. never went off half-cocked." 

Then, Curtis said, Ray was Curtis said he heard . Ray 
transferre~ to the Leavenworth mention a King bounty severtl 
federal _pnson to serve a term times. At one point, Curtis said, 
for f?rgm_g postal money orders. Ray referred to the Kennedy as­
Curbs said that \wo weeks later sassination by saying, "Boy., 
he also was sent to Leaven- probably somebody made a nice 
worth.. . little penny off of that. I sure 
. Curbs said he and R_ay. were wish it was me." 
m the same 281-cell bu1ldmg at . . 
Leavenworth and at one point, Curb~. who was born m Dal-
were in adjoining cells. · ton, sa_1d _Ray had a soft south- · 

He said after about six ern llhno1s accent, not a south­
months he was transferred to em drawl. 
the Atlanta prison and did not Curtis, who was convicted in 
see Ray again until late 1961 or January 1967, of a robbery mur-

- early 1962, when Curtis went to der, is· awaiting a decision ,n a 
the Missouri State Penitentiary new trial motion. FBI a1:ents 

Ion a.J.0-Y,ear ~rmed robbery sen- questioned Curtis Sunday a:nd 
tencc. · Monday. RAYiUOND CJ.~J?TJS 

SUIT BUREAU 
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MA N

V I The story, as written by Lo) 
l lllilx. continued: .., . . _ 

The FBI let it be known Mon­' R LJ M Q RS' .day_t_!iat they were in search of 

FBI- -CHECKING 
KING CASE I the Hollywood blonde but could 

• • • •
1 
time ·with Ray, that Ray ex~not locate her. The report was 

Agents Investigating Lmk
1 
pressed interest in an offer of that .she has "disappeared." 

Involving NO $100,000 by "Southern business~ BLONDE LOCATED 
• • men" for anyone who would kill This reporter· located the 

The. Fede-r-al-B--'u-reau of In- Dr. King. ,blonde in question la~e rester-
vestigation in Washington, D. c.,, INTERESTED-GARRISON !d~y af:er~oon. She 1s m her 
told The Times-Picayune Wed-' He also reported that on Feb.: mid twenties as reported and, 
nesday it has been. swamped i 17, 1968, Ray called on an un~ ~s suspected, was a close con­
by "rumor stories" regarding! identified family and delivered hd~nte of Ray, then known as 
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther[ a package to them sent by their Enc St~rvo Galt an~ the sus-
King a11d is checking them all daughter in Los Angeles. pected ~Iller of Dr. ~mg. 
out, including one involving New District Attorney Jim Garri- Investigation by this reporter 
Orleans. son said: "We're very interest-revealed th~t the young woman 

The man charged with con• ed in the case." • was a hab1tue of the Sultan 
spiracy and murder in the Garrison was questioned Room and the Rabbit's. Foot, 

. death of Dr. King was regis- about the possibility ·that bars along sleazy section of 
tered in a · French Quarter criminal acts leading to Dr Hollywood Blvd. She used sev­
motel from Dec. 17 through l{ing's death took place i~ ~_ral ~~~es but was known as 
19, of last year, a check by New Orleans. He said his of- Jerri. · 
news!11en reveale~. fice has "no data at present. She spent several nights, per- 1 

. This was confirmed after The federal people have not j haps weeks, with Ray (Galt) 
Lou~s Lomax, a newsma~ given us any information." and on the day Ray left Los An-

-writing for the Nor!h Amer1- He added that federal au- 1 geles on the trip that led him 
can Newspaper Alb~ce, re- I thorities have not refused the to Memphis he p u ?1-t.H1-e-n d 
ported that the prime ~~-rmation because they have "Jerri" an airplane ticket to a 

· pect, James ~arl_IJay, met a not been asked fm· it. Said Midwestern city where she is 
!~an L?ma~ 1denhf1ed o~ly as Garrison: "Now that it's ge-~-4'!l!fw-"'lisiting with her parents. 
~ 1!1a!~r New Orle~ns. mdus- ! ting this specific, we'll be There is some evidence that Ray 

1 

triallst at the Provtnc1al Mo- I very much interested." arranged to visit with the girl 
tel, 1~24 ~hartres, ~~c. 17.. \ The DA emphasized that he: and her parents in the Mid­

. T,he identity of the mdustnal-lmeans no criticism of federal :western city "after I take care 
~l. isoliru wh;tier he t ~j~uhl~ !investigators. "They have their of ~ome business in the Sout~." 
ex1s as no een es a is e ·1own problems " he said. . This was the way Ray explam-

'NUMEROUS REPORTS' . REGISTERED AS GALT , ed his mission to the girl in 
.Contacted regarding the Lo-: . . . I questioi;i. The FBI's search for 

max story, the FBI said it has_ Ray 15 charg-:!d ~1th con~pl- the girl still continues and there 
received numerous reports and{a-c~ and mucder m fue K~-gl is no indication that the agency 
it is "investigating every lo-gical !s~aymg, 1:.°der the name of Eric! is aware of the girl's where-1 
query we get." " 1S.arvo G«lt, and the FBI says! abouts. 1 

Th F 'd IRav and Galt are the same· . . e BI dt not elaborate perso·1 I "Jerri" IS important to the 
further. i ' · . . . h , investigation because of her 

Records of the motel here 'i/N!w r~;l!;~se~n~~/t:e ~!~ close rel~tionship to Ray while 
show that Ray stayed there ! . he was in Los Angeles. Ray 
during the Dec. 17-19 period, :0f Galt. . (Galt) kept this quiet and, on 
driving· a Mustang automobile : Lomax, "'.ho 15 a reporter on the whole, remained to himself. 
with an Alabama license. Ray ·1N~gro ~ff~irs for_ NANA, ob-

1 
However, "Jerri" was in his, 

bas been placed on the FBl's i tamed h_is information from con- apartment on several protract-: 
·list of Most \Vanterf Men. !lads with. the un~erworld, the -----· -~===== 

(Authorities in Atlanta are !n~rs tyn~)c~tef s~d!n ~nt :as ed occasions and the conviction 
holding a white Mustang which . ~ ~ '). e_ ici ac d ·n ~11,., ~a:en is that she may well have in­
~itnesses reported seeing. leav- ,o 'iit,t \:~;!res!~s 1 dat;lined · formation about the various con­
mg the scene of the shooting of 8 , 1 H'il C rr and he tacts Ray was known to have 
Dr. King April 4 in Memphis.)/' . e\ie~ Yd t~ st ./~-•new de- made in the South, particularly 

Lomax reported that FBI in-I 1 eror c ~ ~h c se the in New Orleans. 
vesti&ators _are searching for;j ve.opment m c~~e \~u d As import_ant a~ "J_crri" is ~o 
the "mdustr1al•.st" iwhnse n:omc,, hunt ~ad ~~- H 11 _se d • the stalled mvesl!g.atrnn, !,he 1s 
is unknown to them) in the light1 •. ·i ~r ~ ,,my~t t~~u~ewo0~'1\~~~srversh~dowed by a~ditional in­
of a recent disclosure by a J.\'11S· [: • :1 ~ . fn t ormation uncovereu by this re­
~on inmate, who served,· m us nasts[.MT BUREAU P,?rtcr ab.gut Ray's Ne~,_Qrleao,.'1 

11 . contacts. These are "ffie facts 
•• _t • • 
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that can now be published· L • • • 
OB Dec 16 1967 R · :, another g1rJ friend - . not the 

_ 1;-telepho;e ;onta~t ~Jt~va: plonde..:and offered''trts coos~le 
. major New Orleans Indus- TV set for her portable. The girl 
'-'a•J·st 8 man h . . accepted the swap. Ray loaded 
.... • • w o JS con- h t bl t .• h" d 
sidered the economic and o- er por a ~ se m is car ~n 
litfcal "ki"ll ,, f. th P told the girl he was leaving e.r o e com- town 
munity. · 

-On Dec. 17, 1967. Ray met TV SET FOUND 
1.n ·person with this New Or- Although they are tight-lipped 
leans industrialist. On the day about it, the FBI has found the 

· of the meeting, Ray was portable TV set, probably in a 
registered in a motel in New Birmingham, Ala., r o o m i n g 

. Orleans. The contact between house. · 
Ray and the industrialist was -Ray was seen. on this same 

i made from this motel and the day in the parking lot of the 
~ meeting with held in "down- Los Angeles Sears, Roebuck 
: town" New Orleans. store on Pico. Blvd. 

DISCLOSURE BY IN.MATE . -Three days· later, Ray 
Investigators are ~ttemptingi called upon a. New Orleans 

• to zero in on the "industrialist" famlly and delivered to them 
, in the light of a disclosure from a package sent by their 
an inmate out of Missouri Pris- .daughter in Los Angeles. The 
on, where Ray once served time already pubUshed r e c or d 
and where Ray expressed inter- shows that Ray then d~ove 

, est in an offer of $100,000 put up into Alabama, fina1ty; inti 
'by "Southern businessmen" for Memphis. 
anrone who would kill Dr. King. DIFflCULTY IN TRACING 
1111s reP?rter h!ls also been able The FBI is having major dif­
to establish a timetable for Ray ficulty tracing both the elusive 
that leads up to a few days to. blonde and the New Orleans in­
Dr. King's assassination: dustrialist because· the trail 

.:...On Valentin~•~ D~y, Ray, leads through denizens of the 
who was then hvmg m Room i underworld and semi-under­
i of the St. Francis ~?tel 1 'o/<?rld who flatly refused to co-1! 
along wood Blvd., v1s1tl:\i operl:fte with law enforcement 

· officials. The name of the New 
Orleans industrialist .is not 
known. 

However, this reporter is · 
aware of how · the · telephone 
contact betwe.en the industri­
alist and Ray. was establish­
ed. A search is now ott to lo­
cate records which will re• 
veal both the industrialist's 
name and telephone number. 
Other information developed 

by this reporter indicated that 
"Jerri" spoke · with a foi::eign 
accent· and is probably from one 
al t!le ~andinaviarr· coniltrl~s. 

" 

'• 
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, and said he was from. BaI'fr. year-old son . lef.f73iiHimQr~ • 
more. · March 24 to go tff Mei1co+,. 

· Meanwhile, the Federal Bu- "he wanted to take off, that1s' 
. reau of Invest.igation in Wash- ; all"-anct that lie. telephoned 

I. ington said if is checking· nu- her from there on Sunday .. · 
merous ':rum·or stor-ies" · on · 

I the King assassfnation ::in- "HE WAS SO HAPPY when 
I eluding one involving Ne{v· Or- he talked to me," said Mrs. 

leans. ; Kennedy. "He said people 
were so f~iendly to him there, 

LOUIS LOMAX,. a newsman because everything was so 
for the North American News- peaceful and quiet." · 
paper Alliance, continued •to Fletcher said earlier that the 

Police in . ·northwest follow Ray's trail between man he was holding' made a 
Mexico say they are ques- Los Angeles and New Orleans telephone call·· to -Baltimore 

'Resembles' 
James,Ray, 
Police Say 

. . . . and reported that "it becomes this week asking that money 
t1onmg a U.S. citizen who increasingly certain"' that. a be sent to him in .Caborca. • 
they say resembles James I Dec. 16, l9ti7, phone ·call Ray Agents of the Sonc:ra st.ate 
Earl Ray, wanted· on a made from Houston to N~w :J it:>li2e were en route to· Ca-

. Orleans "will , provide the,--- · ,·-·· ... · · · · · · I 
charge of slaying Dr. clue" to who paid for the as- .. borca t~ return the man_ to 
Martin Luther King Jr. sassination. . . Hermos1llo,. the state capital, 

.. In Baltimore, however,the In Baltimore, Mrs. Pearl E .. Fletcher said. He adde_d that · 
arrested man's mother said, Kennedy said an FBI agent •. FBI agents. were on their_ way 
"There is just no connection. told her Mexican authorities to I_IermoSil!~ from Anzo~a 

. He doesn't even look like were holding her son, Daniel but m Phoenix, Jo~n M~ll, m 
'him." David. because a Mexican· po-; ch~rge of the FBI m Arizo~a, 

Lt. Roberto Fletcher of the lice offiei!r said he resembled said·. he ~ad heard . ~othmg 
Judicial Police Investigation the man accused of killing the from Mexi~an authorities and 
Office in Caborca, Mexico, : Negro civil rights leader. - 1'9~' of his a~ents Y;

11
as 

I 
e_n 

. said the man carried a U s. : "It was impossible for him ro to Herr.nosillo. " 
' passP.Qrt issued to Daniel ! to do it," said. Mrs. Kennedy. sctJT BUREAU 

Davi¥r'Kennedy. Fletcher said · "He wouldn't even hurt .a .fly, WJ. · 
tfi.! man • dented any conaec- * le.t ;ilone kill a .hu!J1an t'ipg. '.' · 

I hon wfth King's assassination . Mrs. Ke~edy said. _ ~r 4'l' 

~-~~- - ---~-.:,--. -, 
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.DE.IellER SAID he pi~ked . tiQ,": yesterday that Ray_ was of a TV set known to have be­
the man up about 6 p. m. yes- registered_ at the Provmcial. lunged ·to Ray. 
terday in a cafe in Caborca, Motel, 1027 Chartres, from . 
about 80 miles southwest of Dec. 17 through 19 last year. i. THE MX_§_TERIOUS blonde 
l;!ogales, Ariz. The officer said h:e took the man in. because LOMAX REPORTED that l friend of Ray has been traced 
o/. his similarity lo published Ray met a man Lomax identi- .i first to Cincinnati and then 
photographs of Ray. fled only_ as "~ !ll~jor New to Milwaukee. It is certain 

Fletcher said the man cross- Orleans mdustnahst at the that Ray purchased her ticket 
ed the border at NoaaJes on motel on Dec. 17. to visit her parents in the 
April 7 and told himb he had I In a new dispatch today Midwest. . 

;'.walked to Caborca. i from Yuma, Ariz., Lomax re- It is also certain that she 
.; Police jn Ciudad Victoria :;·ported that the search for the left her parents three weeks 
::detained another man briefly f person or ~ers?ns. involved in ago and movedinto a Milwau­
~·'10 days ago because he fitted I the assassmati_on has closed kee hotel under an assumed 
'.;the general description of . m on a myster10us Hollywood name and with a man who 

Ray. There have been re- ! blonde who knew Ray better said he was her husband. 
· . ..ports from several other Mexi- : than anyone else and the The woman in question is not· 
;.,can cities of persons spotting equally mysterious New Or- married. . 

, ; :men resembling Ray. leans industrialist with whom On April 22, the woman, so 
.;.,. · The FBI announced April 17 Ray maintained constant tele- far identified only as Jerri, 
:·.:that it was seeking a man phone contact. . wrote a Los Angeles friend a 
, Hidentified as Eric Starvo Galt · Although the FBI investiga- letter. The letter indicated 
': in connection with King's slay- tion seems to be stymied, Lo- . that Jerr.i had moved into the 
dng in Memphis April 4. · max yesterday wrote, " ~ --.\Qtel a few days after King 

facts can . be reported -as a , was assassinated and that she 
.. ~. TWO DAYS LATER, the bu- result of this reporter's ef, 11 planned to return to Los An-
•:reau said a "systematic and forts": ii geles in two weeks. 
,-exhaustive search" through its · ' The woman is not a suspect 

fingerprint files revealed that "JA.i'\1ES EARL RAY spent in -the ~ase. Investigators 
.;, Galt and Ray, a. 40-year-old considerable time as a resi- hope she can give addition• 
· •drifter and pri:mn escapee, dent of" the St. Francis hotel al details about Ray's activi-
.. ~~ame man. • along Hollywood Blvd. in Los ties and contacts. 
· · · Ray fled the MissouriPem':-,-Ang~les. Each evening at ap- Lomax . is now following 
· tentiary April 23, 1967, while · proiqmately. 6 o'clock he en- Ray's trail from Los Angeles 

serving the seventh year of a -!ered a public telephone booth . to New Orleans, where Lomax 
• 20-year sentence for robbery • in the_ hotel lobby and made ; said Ray made contact with 
::and auto theft in St. Louis. long-distance, pre-paid calls. a man "who is probably an 
'"'' The FBI said Eric Starvo • "The number of this booth industrialist and a builder" 
·'Galt was one of a string of· is known and an intens1ve in- shortly before last Christmas. 
;, aliases used by Ray in fre- • v~stigation is under way to Lomax' story continued: 

quent brushes with the law · ~1scover whom Ray was call- . 
··beginning when he was 21 1~_g. _ . _ "DURING THE trip Ray 
years old, several years aft- ·· Accordmg to people who made several telephonic ef-
er -he dropped out of high kne~ Ray, he had a doodling forts to reach his New Or-
_school in the 10th grade. habit and the walls of the leans contact. The first three 

.... . phone booth involved reveal efforts resulted in a 'no an-
RAY WAS described as 5 that someone had written swer.' On the fourth try, Ray 

•feet 10 inches tall 163 to 'death before dishonor.' rrrt~"--!i>'~t an answer but the evi-
174 'pou~ds, with bro~vn hair, · is a slogan often used by I dence suggests that the party 

•·blue eyes and small scars Southerners who resent having , 
'on his forehead and- right Jost the· C_i~il War." 

·,palm. He was said to have a The wntmg on the phone 
jtabit of tugging on an ear booth_ wall is surrounded by 
~when nervous. His left ear. drawmgs of swastikas and 
protrudes s Ii g ht I y further- the Maltese_ Cross. Yet an­
than his right ear. other doodlmg on the wall 

The FBI said acquaintances re_ads "Down with Mexicans, 
of Ray called him a loner, N1gge,~s and Martin Luther 
who likes · beer and vodka Coon. 
favors country and Wester1~ · It is believed that Ray, 
music and speaks with a then ~nown as Galt, made the 
rural twang. , doodling~. 

In Washington. the FBI But this could be. certified 
,said it has been swartrp€4-l.n~ when the FBI fingerprint 
· with "rumor stories" in the experts match tfl'e-Tlnting on 
~ slaying and is checking :rhe wall with that on the back 
. · them out. The ageQ._cy had I 
;:been asked about the~ 

he wished to contact was not 
there. • c p 

"It is further evident that 
Ray, during the fourth phone 
call, made a date to call his 
contact at 9 o'clock the fol­
lowing evening. This particu­
lar call was made from a 
phone booth near Yuma. At 
approximately 9 p. m. Dec. 
16, Ray contacted his New 
Orleans ally, from a p h one 
booth in Houston. 

"LATE YESTERDAY after­
noon, another startling devel­
opment occurred. The woman 
known as Jerri, along with 
her 'husband,' suddenly van­
ished from the Royal Hotel, 
435 Michigan st., Milwaukee . 

"Shortly after a long dis­
tance call from this reporter, 
the woman and the man al­
leged to be her husband sud­
denly checked out of the mo­
tel," Lomax wrote . 

"According to the relief 
clerk who works only on Wed­
nesday, the description of the 
woman's husband is similar 
to that of James Earle Ray. 
This disclosure adds under­
standing to the FBI press re­
lease that they were search­
ing for Ray near the Cana­
dian border which is not too 
far from Wisconsin 

"Even so, the s~arch for 
the bankrollers of Ray con­
~entrates on New Orleans and 
1t . becomes increasingly cer­
tam that Ray's phone call · 
from the phone bQ!lfujn Hous­
l<Jl will provide the c~ 

• 

,, 
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hfys·1·ery · G-irl ~;~e!~i~~½:ter:: 
· proximately 6 o'clock he en- \ 

tered a public telephone booth 
in the hotel lobby and made . 

I J
r/ • C long-distance, pre-paid calls. n '\ Ing a Se is ·~~~~:e!n °:n::~~i:~~~ 

· vestigation is under way to 1D • .·· I ~iscover whom Ray was call-
mg. 

lsapDears "According to people who 
, w · · knew Ray, he had a doodling 

• habit aud the walls of the 
. . phone booth involved reveal 

A mysterious Hollywood blonde sought for ques- that someone had written 
tioning in the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 'death before c!ishonor.' Tnis 
has disappeared, the North American Newspaper Al- is a slogan often used _by 
liance reported today. · Southerne~s _who resent havmg 

. . lost the ClVll War." 
~ms Lomax, the NA~ -~~!_t-~r .:!~~ yesterd~~ The writing on the phone 

ident1f1ed the woman as a story, datelined Yuma, Ariz., booth wall is s:mound~d by 
confidante of James Earle he reported, "It becomes in- drawings of swastikas and 
Ray the man charged creasingly certain" that a the Maltese Cross. Yet an-

. -' . . Dec. 16, 1967, phone call Ray other doodling on the wall . 
wit)! murder m the Kmg made from Houston to New reads "Down with Mexicans 
sla;ring, said the blonde Orleans "will provide the Niggers and Martin Luthe; 

"-known only as "Jerri" van- clue" as to who paid for Coon.'' _ 
ished from her Milwaukee ho- King's assassination. It is believed that Ray, 
tel i'O?m after he placed a IN WASHINGTON, the FBI then ~own as Galt, made the 
lor.~d1stance telephone call ~ safd it has been swamped doodling~. ., 
her.• with "rumor stories" al!wt. But this could oe. certif1_ed 

; ""'A,_ - • • • only when the FBI fmgerprmt 
·LQMAX SAID the woman the .assassmahon _and . is experts match the writing on 

moved into the hotel three checking t~em out, mclud~g the wall with that on the back 
weeks ago with a man whose the revelation _yeSlerda)4._~f a TV set known to have be-

.. . . . . · Ray was registered at the 
description is s1mllar to that , Provincial Motel 1027 Char- longed to Ray. 

~fM1;1in:.Vhile Mexican uthor- : tres, from Dec.' 17 through THE MYSTERIOUS blonde 
, ". · ' . a 19 last year. . 
1t~~s: today ques~1oned a U.S. Lomax reported yesterday ~tend of R;ay_ has ~een traced 
i;itizw .... .t.he~ said rese1;llbles that Ray met man Lomax , first ~o Cmcmnah .and th~n . 
Ray, the obJect of a continent- . . . - a .. . to Milwaukee. It 1s certain 
wid~ search, then releaiecf~ntifted onl~ as .a . m,~Jor that Ray purchased her ticket 
him without pressing any New Orleans mtluSlrtaltSt at to visit her parents in the 
charges. the motel Dec. 17. Midwest. . I 

Daniel David Kennedy of In the dispatch from Yuma, It is also certain that she 
lialtimore, who said he was today, Lomax reported that left her parents three weeks 
on a walking tour of the state the search for the person or ago and moved into a Milwau­
of Sonora, denied any con- persons involved in the assas- kee hotel under an assumed 
nection with King's death. An sination has closed in on the name and with a man who 
FBI agent, idantified only as mystery blonde who knew said he was her husband. 

I 
Mr. Smith, said there was no Ray better than anyone else The woman in questi.on is not 
resemblance between Kenne- and the equally mysterious married. 
dy and Ray. New Orleans industrialist On April 22, the woman, so 

with whom Ray "maintained far identified only as Jerri, 
constant telephone contact." wrote a Los Angeles friend a , l,T. ROBERTO FLETCHER 

of the judicial police in Ca­
borca, Sonora, had taken Ken­
nedy into custody from a Ca­
borca hotel. 

Lomax today continued· to 
foll,.,..the trail between Los 
~H:&-Gnd New Orleans, the 
path which he says Ray f -
lm.'1Pti ll\t.P la~t vear. In his 

Although the FBI investiga- letter. The letter indicated 
tion seems to be stymied, Lo- that Jerri had moved into the 
max yesterday wrote, "TI.~e tnotel a few days after King 
facts can be reported as a wll.s assassinated and tl.at she ; 

suit of this reporter's ef- planned to return to Los An-
rorts": . geles in two weeks. 
~ -~J\f ~ · 1--< l ! R i;- ~'11he woman is t\Clt a suspect 
-..J~ EARll ~A V-spint in the case. Investigators 
considerable time as a rcsi-
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hope she can give addiil • ' 
tit'"deta~ about Ray's activi­
ties and contacts. 

Lomax is . now following 
Ray's trail from Los Angeles 

· to New Orleans; where Lom!lx 
said Ray made contact with 
a ·man "who is probably an 
industrialist and a builder" 
shortly before last Christmas. 
Lomax' story continued.: I 

"DURING THE trip Ray 
made several telephonic ef• 
forts to reach his New Or­
leans contact. The first three 
· efforts resulted in a 'no an­
swer.' On the fourth try, Ray 
got an answer but the evi­
dence suggests that the party 
he. wished to contact was not 
there. 

anding to the FBI press re-
lease that they were sea1~.--+--• 
ing for Ray near the Cana-
dian border which is not too 
far from Wisconsin. 

"Even so, the search for 
the bankrollers of Ray con­
centrates on New Orleans and 
it becomes increasingly cer­
tain that Ray's phone call 
from the phone booth in Hous­
ton will provide the clue." 

In Baltimore, Mrs. Pearl E. 
Kennedy said an FBI age~t 
told her Mexican authorities 
were holding her son, Daniel 
David, because a Mexican 
police officer said he resembl­
ed Ray. 

"It was impossible for him 
do it,'' said Mrs. Kennedy. 

"He wouldn't hurt a fly, let 
alone kill a human being." "It is further evident that 

Ray during the fourth phone 
call ' made a date to call his FLETCHER SAID he picked 
coniact at 9 o'clock the fol- up Kennedy about 6 p.m. yes­
lowing evening. This particli- terday in a cafe in Caborca, 
Jar call was made from a about 80 miles s0t1thwest of 
phone booth near Yuma. At Nogales, Ariz. 
a.m,ro~mately 9 p. rn. Dec. The FBI announced April 
16, Ray contacted his New 17 it was seeking a man identi­
Orleans ally, from a Ph One fied as Eric Starvo Galt in 
booth in Houston. connection with King's slay-

ing in Memphis April · 4. Two 
"LATE YESTERDAY after- days later, it said fingerprints 

noon another startling devel- , led Galt and Ray, a., 40-
opm~nt occurred. The worn· year-old drifter rncf7jrison 
known as Jerri, along with escapee are the_ same man. 
her 'husband,' suddenly van-
ished from the Royal Hotel, 
435 Michigan st., Milwaukee. 

"Shortly after a long dis­
tance call from, this reporter, 
the woman and the man al­

. Ieged to be her husband sud­
denly checked out of the mo­
tel," Lomax wrote. 

"According to the relief 
clerk who works only on Wed­
nesday, the description of the 
woman's husband is similar 
~ James Earle Ray. 
This disclosure adds under-

,. 

• 
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I J' o · • s C // rJ I 

The discrepancies h a v e 
!
1 

\:"-mg uspect . . a f:J/ ~-- fueled speculation t!Jaf pei;.. 
, a ""' haps Ray and Galt actually· 

1 are two persons, or that two 

j'Shy, Thin, a Spender' .. ~'r."::~I~;::":;:;:: ~:: 
. A Gretna. woman who_ saw the man ac~used of murder-, been issued to rebut this the-

, mg Dr. Martm_ Luther K1_ng Jr. has descnbed James· Earl ory. However, as the massive 
Ray as shy, thm and a big spender. · search for King's killer en-

Mrs. Leroy Lee, the sister of Charles Stein of Los An- tered_ its fourth week FBI 
geles, who hitched a ride to New Orleans with Ray ( aHas sources. who had refu~ed to 
Eric Starvo Galt) last year, • Mrs. Lee said she last saw dis_cuss any aspect of the in­
said she first saw Ray on. Ray when he _drove ?is white vestigation insiste,~---tbilugh 
Dec. 17, 1967. , Mustang up m fron. of her not for attribution, that Ra 

When introduced, Ray was house and honked the horn. and G it th Y • 
using the name of Gall. Mrs. ''I looked out and said, 'Char-. a, are e same per-
L "d th h 1 · · ~ son. ee sa1 at s e was 1vmg lie, there's that guy.' " " . , 
on Burgun~y st. at the time : They loaded the car, picked. We k_now theres o~!Y one 
she met him. I up the children from .Mrs. person I!)V0!ved here, said 
Galt drove Stein to her apart- Alanzo's and left. she said. one official. "We've got his 

ment and she was introduced l\1rs. Alanzo has been con- fingerprints and \ve know who 
to him as "Eric.'' tactcd several times by the he is." 

"He just kinda hung his .£<'BI, the fir;;;t coming on Eas- . Although the FBI now in­
head. He just stood there and ter Sunday,_ the same day s1sts _the - man it seeks is 
didn't say anything." agents quest10ncd employes of Ray,- 1t never has amended a 

the motel where Ray stayed. conspiracy complaint against 
MRS. LEE SAID he was . Galt-charging that Galt had 

''skinny, with light hair. !'m MRS. ,LEE, ~he _only mem- conspired with "an individ-
positive he had light hair and . her of tne family m New Or- ual_ he alleged to be his broth­
I think his eyes were light." i Jear.s who saw Ray, has not er" to violate King's civil 

Her brother told her that been contacted by the Fb'"t:"--'--rigHts-to change the name 
getting a ride from Californ1a"' -hoois wmr1x, ~ write~ for to Ray. · · ,.,._........_.,, 
with Ray was "a Godsend,'.' the Noit~ American . News-
adding that Ray was "a swell · paper Al11ancc, has said that 
guy. He wouldn't let me pay a_ New Orleai~s. industriali~t 
for-iHiy,-hitfg. I left with $20 fm~nced Ray 1~ the assass1-
and I got here with $20," nation of Dr. King. 
Mrs. Lee said her brother told . L?max ~ro_te y_est~rday that 
her. , h1s .. mvestigation !nd1cates that 

Ray stayed at the Provin- a Dec. 16, 1961, phone call 
cial Motel, 1024 Chartres, ~ay made fror:i Hou~ton to 
while Stein stayed with Mrs. \ New Orleans w1ll_prov1d~ tl~e 
Lee on Burgundy. ! clue a~ to _wh~

1
pa1d for Kmg s 

Ray had planned to leave · assassmatwn. . 
the next day Dec. 18 but I A former prison buddy of 
Stein t~ld, his 'sister that Ray i !{ay's has been quo~ed as say­
was going to "have to stay ', mg that Ray told lum he w~s 
another day on business." i off ere,~ a huge sum to kill 

. R~y checked out of. the Pro- l Dr. h.m~. __ ' 
vmc1al Motel on Dec. -19. 'G / C d' . J ·ii a t ontra 1Ct1ons 'I 

THE ACCUSED assassin i: p/ d D b FBI 1 

took Stein and two of his 11 aye own Y 
nieces back to Los Angeles !I WASHINGTON (AP) - FBI 
in his white Mustang. The ' officials are quietly trying to 
two girls, about 7 and 8, had • play down contradictory de­
been visiting with Stein·s, • scriptions or the app~arance 
mother, ivirs. Clovina Alanzo, a1'.d hab~ts of James Earl R~y, : 
who lives in the French Quar- 1 ahas Enc Starvo Galt, the elu• , ·, ,p 6uJim«D 
ter. The children . are_."' th~ Jsiye escaped conv:ft.cl~;;ed :- \. · . .-\~ · t}_~J\Jill 
da. u_ghters of Stein i- s1sfF, I t"~1th the mu~der <in'.JF. Mar• 
i\fr". Rita Rosas of L0s An- tm Luther Kmg Jr. . 
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l-•~~-us,jon ! station owner. .., - had taken dancing)essons_,in 

I OU 6 · ~ -~is is but one of a series or- New Orleans durn~·tJlne 
. , I DI I ·distm·bing contradictions and the agency's other reports 
; . , apparent FBI distortions dis- and r_ecord:5 showed that Ray 
I ~ b ! s·f' ~ l I, co~ered_ dur\ng _this reporte:·s was m pnson. 
! A -0 u ii a ll ;four-day retracrng of Ra~ s • THE FBI HAS been forced J ·D~cember, 1967, automobile • to admit Uiat the fincrer-

1 
.trip from· Los Angeles to Ne:.v :, prints, circulated during 

0

the ncre,~f Qf :orleans. Ra_y made the tr!p early days of the manhunt, 
. UJ\iJ .:_on_ Dec. 15 with the lfo~lywovd , were not those of Ray. The 

isongwriter Char~es Stem. as _a blame · for this, according to 
I By LOUIS LOlHAX ;driving compan'.on. ~tem ~s · the FBI, must be assumed by 
(©, 1968, North Amerloon Newsoor,e/making the drive with this the ,varden of the Missouri 

SAN Ar!YTONIO Tex. '.Eeporter'. Stqte Penitentiary. The _ward-
. ' . --·· . , . . en, the FBI claimed, 1ssued 

---An FBI search of the THE FBI REPORfS mdi- mistaken fingerprints on Ray 
1966 white Mustang driv- cate that cigarette. butts and when the convict escaped .. 
en by James Earl Ray ashes were found m the ash from prison in April, 1967. 

. . ~ . . ' tray and on the floor of the 'fhis means two things: (1) 
ahas Enc ..,tarvo Galt, tne white Mustang when it was Had Ray been arrested after 
alleged slayer of Dr. Mar- found in Atlanta. I have bee~ his escape from. prison, he 
tin Luther King Jr., un- on the road :vi~h Stein, R~y s would not have been held by 
.earthed Green Stamps December dr1vmg compani~n, . the local arresting officers 

. . , for two days .and he d1~- as a fugitive; (2) had Ray 
that were issued as a re- , tinctly recalls that Ray did been arrested immediately 
sult of a purchase. at a · not smoke. . . · after the slaying of Dr. King 
Birmingham, Ala., gas The FBI reports mdicate the mistaken fingerprints 
station in mid-Februa~,-tl'la~ Ray was_ in Lo~ Angeles wou!d ~ave confused the in-

• ., until March 27; he 1s report- vestigation and po s"s lb l r 
of 1968. ed to have bought the murder would have led to his release. 

This reporter learned of the weapon in Birmingham on 
Green Stamps while here in March 30. This reporter dis- THE SIGNIFICANT fact is 
San Antonio and was able to closed last week that Ray, that the Georgia Bureau of 
confirm th~ finding b.v tele- . delivered a package to the Investigation had mistaken 

·1· New Orleans family of one fingerprints of Ray up until 
phone. of his Hollywood girl friends last Wednesday. Had Ray 

The Birming11am gas sta-
1 

during his last week there. , been arrested in Atlanta, 
tion owner said the stamps then, on the day he parked 
were issued at his station, THE SEQUENC~ of ev~nts, the w h i t e Mustang, the 
and he also identified a pie- then, is clearly 1mposs1ble. Georgia authorities w o u Id 
tvre, .of ]lay as that of the ; The FBI interviewed !,he fam- have been attempting to 

. --:JJ!y~following my disclosure identify rJm by matching his 
. (NANA writer Louis Loma1~ro1 1e incident and confirmed fingerprints against a set of 

continues to investigate the as- that Ray had delivered the 
sassination of Dr. Ma r ti n / package. The trip from Los prints that belong to· some­
Luther King Jr. for the States- Angeles to Birmingham via body else. 
Item and other NANA sub- New Orleans is in excess of There there are the incred-

. scribers. This is one of a se- 2 500 miles. Ray could not ible omissions· that have been. 
ries of articles his efforts have h~ve driven that route, par- discovered during this report­
produced.) ticularly in a Mustang, in the er's trip back into the life and 

short period between March activities of Ray. Apparently 
27 and March 30. it never occured to- the FBI man involved in the trans- ; 

action. The state owner re- · 
calls the transaction because 
the white .Mustang had a 
clutch problem. 

There is an outside chance to retrace REy's trip with. 
that the trip could have been Stein· i\S this reporter is do­
accomplished if Ray had a ing in search of the phone 
driving companion as he did -booth from which Ray made 

D b "" h hastv calls to someone in New ·, · . 1 in ecem er. ~nere ave • 
,FBI REP~RT!. co_n!~~tent y been no indications ihat he Orleans. 

_p.a;e Ray m L,,_ A.1..,.Ie~ as did have a companicn. ApP-arently it also did not 
a s,~dent at d~ncmg and ~ar- '.:h~se contr?dictir,r.5 an~I ; occur to the FBI to investi-
tc:idmg schoo:s at the time c n·, ,1•,-,,., ·ire ,,omnnunt.>l , gate the possibility that Ray 
f ti t . t 1. O ru~ Vo;) , • ~ • t,;. 1 ,, . • 'th 

0 le gas S aLl<;.J ranf:ac.:O;i, by others that :ia•;e oecurred wa:; in t"ll:paone Ci.Jn~ac. WJ 

However, • these reports are during the investigation into N~w Oi·Ie11ns while be u·as still 
1

1 

poldly cr!:Jp1Ieng~d ~Y the ~w~he slaving of Dr. King. The in Los Ar.zeles. 1111s reporter 
fflenf o. the Bu-mm~ham gas FBI issued a report t:iat R y • ".i'ited the IJhone J~d 

by Ray in the lobby of the St. 
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Francis Hotel last Wednesday. The "key, then,. lies in lo-
~ts of the booth ~_c.ating the phone boot""---.­
covered with graffiti. One line the highway from which these 
read "Down with Mexicans, calls were made. Telephone 
niggers, and Martin Luther company officials believe they 

1 
Coon." can trace the calls if the booth 

· THE FATAL oversight was can be located. 
the FBI's failure to uncover Charles Stein remembers 
the console television set Ray graphically the gas station 
gave to a Hollywood girl friend from which the calls were 
in return for her portable TV made. We are now in the gen­
set. The swap o'.ccurred around eral area of the station. Our 
Valentine's Dar-February 14 hope is to locate these phone 
-and Ray told:the girl he was booths before completing the 
leaving town. ' ·ourney. 

This reporter found both the ,_._ _ __.__.-.e. ___ _ 
girl friend and the television was responsible for the assas­
set. The back of the television sination of Dr. Martin Luther 
set contained handwriting be- King Jr., according to U.S. 
Iievetrto be that of Ray and Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark. 
can be matched against the Clark made the statement 
graffiti on the walls of the when questioned by newsmen 
telephone booth. about a possible conspiracy 

A clear reading of this behind the King death. 
makes it all but certain that "We could make a long, 
Ray took three trips to New long list- as long as the 
Orleans between Dec. 15 and imagination of manrimiieth­
the end of March. There was of people who could possibly 
the trip of Dec. 15, which be involved in this," Clark 
Stein and ,I are now retracing; said, "but there's no signifi- ... 
there was a second trip that cant evidence that it does be- ~ 
began on Valentine's Day. yond the single actor." 
Jt'inally there was the trip t at . he attorney general made 
began a few days before the no mention by name of James 
end of March and culminated Earl Ray, who has been 
in t.\l.e dcatl... of Dr. King. charged by the Federal Bu-

THE VALENTINE'S DAY reau of Investigat?on with con­
trip explains the Green Stamp spiracy in the April 4 murder 
transaction in the middle of of King. 
February. It also explains the Clark did say he still feels 
mysterious phone call to the sure an arrest will be made 
Alabama Department of Mo- soon. 
tor Vehicles requesting that a "I was. hopeful an arrest 
duplicate of "Galt's7' driver's would be obtained before 
license be sent to a Birming- now," he said. "The indi­
ham boarding house. vidual being sought is a very 

The license was mailed on difficult situation and . it will 
March 1, the day before Ray be diffi,cult for him to avoid 
is alleged to have graduated arrest.,' , . 

· from a Los Angeles dancing f ClarK :· as m Atlanta over 
school. It is clear that Rwhg., weeken_d to_ speak at an 

; "dropped out" from the school Emory Umvers1tyJ..m.-Bay 
)or several days to make the · luncheon. . .. _ •. ~ •. vc 

•· second trip. 
, The one massailable fact is 
~ that Ray did make these trips. 
And that he was in telephone 
contact with someone in New 
Orleans. Ray told Stein that 

. his contact was an imoortant 
P..fil:sfil,_..,a contractor aod 
builder. . · 

,. 

• 
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. · \.saw:Ray Here i;;·-1967;' 
, . _l__Gretna_ ~~9.!11an Reports · 
f$ayTTiighive Was with! 'P~ID FOR EV£RY~IN~;' . her Milwaukee hotel roof a{;,. 
! H 

8
- h . Stem has reportedly 1dentif1ed ter Ire placed a long (US ance 

er rot •er Ray and Galt as the same and telephone call to her. , 
. ·. . the FBI had connected them\ He said she had moved into 

\ A Gretna woman said Thurs~ through fingerprints. . the hote~ three weeks ago with 
day that she_ saw James Earle Mrs. Lee said her brother said . ·~~""'- . ,. 
Ray the man sought · . th ·Ray was a "godsend He's a a_ i_nan whose descnpLron isl' 
. .' · m ·. e II H 't 1 · srmllar to that of Ray. 

killing of Dr. Martin Lutheriwe guy._ e won . et me pay FOLLOWING TRAIL 
. . . · · !for anythmg." Stem had told 

Kmg J~·: durmg his December,~is sister that he left California L?max on T1,1esday was fol-
1967, v1s1t to New Orleans. :With a $20 bill and still had it lowmg the trail between Los 

She described the· accusediwhen he arrived here. Angeles and New Orleans, the 
man as a shy slight man and a Mrs. Lee said both her ~alh he says Ray followed last 
big speiider· ' . I brother and their cousin, Ma- ,ea:. . 

. · . · . : rie Martin work at the Sultan His story was datelmed Yuma, 
The· woman is . Mr?. Ler?y Room, a' Los Angeles bar .. Ariz., aD:d he _wrote: "It be- . 

Lee, t~e form.er Mane Stem,: She said that Ray agreed to comes mcreasmgly certain" 
who _said she first saw Ray the drive Stein to New Orleans if that a Dec. 16, 1967 telephone 
eve~mg of Dec: _ 17 when he_ he, Marie, and another sister, caIJ ·Ray made from Houston 
arrived after dr1vmg from Los• Rita Rosas, would sign a peti- to New Orleans "will provide 
Angeles '!1th her brother, tion to get Alabama ex-G-Ov. th_e ;Iue" as. to _who paid for. 
Charles Stem'. 38. George c. Wallace on the Cal- Kmg s . ass~ssmation. 
. Ra~ was mtroduced to her . ifornia presidential ballot on , In his fl_rst report W ednes­
as Enc Starvo Galt, which the i the A!Ilerican Independent ~ay, he said _Ray_ ~et a_ man: 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- , Party ticket. ~ere L?max 1dentlf1ed on_Iy as 
tion sa s · r th t R . They agreed anri Ray agreed! ~ i_naJor New Orleans mdus-
. y 1s an a ias a ay· . Stein and his two nahst" at the lr>cal motel. 

used frequ!:Iltly. nieces Rita Rosas' two young Lomax reported that the 
Mrs. Lee,. then l~ving in. the daughters, to Los Angeles from search has closed in on the 

French Quarter, said her broth- New Orleans said Mrs Lee mystery blonde and the New 
er brought ~ay into the apart- LEFT 'oN DEC. · 19 · 0 r I e a n s industrialist.~ He 
m::nt _an~ said:. She said she last saw Ray on wrote: e . ' 

This 1s Mane. Say hello to Dec. 19 when he drove hi s- James Earl Ray spenl :On-
. Eric:'..-.--" . tang- to her Burgundy st apart- iderable time . as a resident 

In other developments Thurs-· ment and honked the horn. She f the St. Francis Hotel along 
day, the mysterious Hollywood looked out and said: "Charlie,. ollywood blvd. in Los An­
blonde sought for questioning in there's that guy." , ~eles. Each evening at · ap­
the case disappeared from a They loaded the car and· Steinj>roximately _6 o'clock he · en-

. !dilwaukee hotel room, accord- and Ray picked up the girls ered a public telephone booth 
mg to the North American from Mrs. Lee's mother, and n the_ hotel lobby _and made 
Newspaper Alliance, and Mexi- the four left for Los Angeles. ong distance pre-paid calls. 
can authorities questioned anc Mrs. Lee said the mother has "The number of t~e bo?th 
then released a U. S. citizen I been questioned by the FBI sev- !s kn?wn. an~ an intensive 
they said resembled Ray. eral times, first on Easter Sun- mves~gabon 1s under way 

DELAYED DEPARTURE day, then again several days to ~1scover whom Ray was 
Mrs. Lee said that Ray and ago. Personnel at the Provincial calhng. 

her brother arrived on Dec. 17 Motel were also questioned on ''AccorJing to people who 
. and were to leave the next day, Easter Sunday. · ne:v Ray, hJ had a doodling 

but stayed another day because Th e dissappearance of the ab1t afld the walls of the phone 
of what Ray called "business." Hollywood b l o n d c who has: ooth reveal that someone had 

Ray stayed at the Provinci~l been identified only as "Jerri," ?,'r~tte_n 'death before dishonor.' 
"Motel, 1027 Chartres, ~.-ld Stem was reported by Louis LomaxJh1s IS a slogan often used _by 
stayed with Mrs. Lee. In de- writer for the North American boutherncrs who resent havmg 
scribing Ray's actions, she said: Newspaper Alliance. lost the Civil War." 

. "f!e kind ~f hung _his h.ea~. Lo:max identified. her as a,! DRA,VI,NGS fOUND 
..ffe JUSt s~oo~, there ~n4 didn ~ ponf1dantc d Ray Ill a iJ.llre· b He continued that the writing 
~.ay_anyth~g. _She sa_1d he 1~a,s on Wcd_nesday, and on Thurs-

1 
n the phone booth wall is sur­

skinny, with ll~ht hair. I t?,mK day said she vanished from 1rounded by drawings of swasti-
h~.&Yf::'',wm-e llght colored. l ka~--the Maltese•~11n­

other doodling on the wall reads, 
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"Dow.J! :wjth Mexicans, ~~ggers ~husband,' suddenly· vanished 
and M"artm Luther Coon. from the Royal HotS<~chi.­

Lomax reported that it is be- gan st., Milwaukee. 
lieved that Ray, then known as SIMILAR DESCRIPTION 
Galt, made the doodlingi.." "Sh tl ft l d" ta 

He said this could be certi- I · or Y a ~r a ong 15 nee 
fied only when the FBI finger- call from this reporter, the 
print experts match the writ- ~voman~<!_!Qe man alleged to .. -- ·---··-· 

Ing on the wall with that on be her husband checked out of myself and think," he sqjd. the same nega~ive ,,renpr~ £!}me 
the back of a TV set known to !the motel. "I just hope Americans don't from state pohce Georgia and 

. have belonged to Ray. : "According to the relief clerk think Mexico is a bad place to Alabama. 
i The blonde friend of Ray was:who works onlv on Wednesday, go after this. I've never met "They never sent us one," 
: traced fir~t to Cincinnati a~dlthe description· of the woman's p~ople like t~e ones who have said Ragsdale. "If they. h~,d, we 
/ then to Mdwaukee. Lomax sa1d1husband is similar to that of given me their homes these past would have corrected 1t. 
it is certain that Ray bought James Earle Ray. This dis- few weeks." Ragsdale went so far _a~ . to 
her ticket to visit her parents closure adds understanding to After police finished question- say that there was a poss1b11Ity 
in the Mi_dwest. He said it is the FBI press release that they ing Kennedy they took him to a that Ray mig~t have been ar­
also certain she left her parents were searching for Ray near restaurant for breakfast and rested at one tlffie and re~eased 
three weeks ago a!ld moved into the Canadian border which is then drove him back to Cabor- ecause of incorect ident1~y by 
a Milwaukee hotel under an as- not too far from Wisconsin. ca. officers using :th~e~w~ro~n~g~~~-=-
sumed name and with a man "Even so the search for the "I've got a lot of friends in 
who said he was her husband. bankrollers 'of Ray concentrates Caborca," , he commented. "I 
The woman· is not married, he/ :on Nev.: Orleans a~d it becomes want them !o know r1;1 not the 
wrote. . lincreasmgly certam t.llat Ray's man who killed Martm ~uther 

On_ April 22, Lomax's story :phone call from the phone booth King. I don't know what kind of 
~ontrnued, the woman wrot~ t~ :in Houston will provide the a man th_at would be. . 
ra friend in Los Angeles, md1- 1clue." "I'm Just sorry the pohce 
; eating that she had moved into i Th_e Ame:i~an arrested by ~ad to waste then: ti~:ne on ~e 
the hotel a few days after King :Mexican offlc1als becaus~ they instead of contm?mg,, their 
was assassinated and that she [thought ~e resembl~d pictures search for the re~l ~Iller. 
planned to return to Los ,,An" j?f the man w~nted m the slay- In Jefferson C1cy, Mo., War-
geles in two weeks. . mg of Dr. Kmg was. ~leased den Ha~old R .. Sw~nson of t~e 

NOT SUSPECT · 1
1

1 T},ursday after quesbonmg. Missouri Pen1rentiary s a 1 d 
· . I, Daniel David Kennedy, 41, of Thursday that an erroneous 

The. woman 1s no_t a suspect.\: Baltimore, had nothing but set of fingerprints was circu­
lm'~ors ho_pe :;~e can g!~e i praise for Mexicans upon his re- lated briefly a year ago when 
ad~1t~~nal details aoout Ray sllease. Ray escaped from COJ!.fine-
act1V1hes _and co~tact~. Ill According to police in Hermo- ment there. o:... - · _.. 

Concerning Rays tr\p to New! sillo, an FBI agent identified Swenson said ~e mistake 
Or!eans last Decembet ( Lox~~\x · only as Mr. Smith said Kennedy was discovered unmediately 
said the ma~ he c~nt~cted .s did not look like James Earl by the Kansas City Police De­
pr?bab~f -a0: mdustriahst_ and _a Ray, the fugitive wanted on partment and the con:ect 
build~r ) his sto_ry contmued · charges of slaying King. prints were promptly malled 

During the trip Ray made DETAINED 24 HOURS' to all those points that bad 
several . telephomc efforts to He had been detained 24 hours received the original wanted 
reach_ his New Orleans contact. after police in nearby Caborca poster issued on Ray. : 
~he ~irst three ~fforts resulted arrested him. The mistake "has had no ef-• 
m a no answer. on the fourth "I guess anyone else would be feet" on the search for Ray, 
try, Ray got an answer but the mad but I can't be angry with claimed Swenson. 
evidenc~ suggests that the par- thes; people," Kennedy said. In AUanta, Ga., however, 
ty he wished to contact was not! "They thought I looked like Maj. Barney Ragsdale, directot 
there. James Ray and they were only of the Georgia Bureau of Inves-
. "It is further evident that doing their duty." tigation, disagreed Tl'ith Swen- • 
Ray, during the fourth pho~e Kennedy arrived in Mexico son, claimin~ that his office had 
call, made a date to call his March 27 and was hiking to never received the correct 
contact at 9 o'clock the follow- Baja California when he was ar- prints. 
ing evening. This particular call rested about 80 miles south of Atl-anta Detective Supt. Clin­
was made from a ph~ne booth the border. ton Chafin said his of{~.,t 
near Yuma. At approxrmately~Just wanted to get out by get the revised flier either, and 
p. rn., Dec. 16, Ray contactea - · 
his New Orleans ally, from a 

· phone booth in Houston. 
"Late yesterday (Wednesday) 

Qtf~,.29.!l, another startling __ de­
vel1>Pment occurred. nr~-wo111an 
known as Jerri. along with her 
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cause once they returned to 
the 11igl'twaf they Jndeed tiid 
come upon a gas station about 
a mile from where Ray made 
the U-turn back to the small 
town. 

STEIN AND I found the 
. town. The road divider is there 
and we bought our gas at the 
same Phillips 66 station where 
Ray bought his. 

From these fixed points it 
was just a matter of time be­
fore Stein, who was driving 
my rented car at the time, 
slammed on the brakes and 
then pulled into a gas station. 

"This," he shouted, "is it. 
Thank you, Jesus!" 

The station has the jutted 
roof. The lights &re continuous. 
And as I sat in the car, as 
Stein had done with Ray in 
December, and watched Stein 

i r ce a ound the left side of 
e s a 10n to the hiddeg.,p~e~@"" 

booth, I became convinced· 
that indeed this was the place. 

The location of the booth is 
so uncommon and an abut­
ment which makes it all but 
invisible even from the front 
of the gas station are so 
unique, even in Texas, the 
odds are a million to one 
against the existence of two 
such phone booths. 

But only Stein's identifica­
tion of the booth matters. A 
citizen of the semi-underworld, 
Stein is a ruthlessly honest 
man whe11 he wishes to be. 
Stein's only reward, or pay­
ment, for taking the trip along 

• with me would be to ,help pro.: 
, vide critical information that 
Jrd 1111,those involved in the 
; <leath of Martin Lut~. 
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