AT 44-2386

CHARLES COUEY
WALT INGRAM
Salesmen
Bonnle Davis Chevrolet Compan
Rome, Georgla

JAMES ROBINSON

Sales Manager

C and M Motor Company
Rome, Georgla

GORDON LEE
Kerce Car Company
Rome, Georgila

DOUG PADGETT
Padgett's Used Cars
Rome, Georgia

J. B. LUMPKIN
Sales Manager
Holbrook Bulck-Pontlac
Rome, Georgla

. JOHN D, BARNETT
Superintendent of Detectlves
Rome Police Department
Rome, Georgila

On 4/25/68:

JOSEPH HAROLD JOHNSON
Johnson's Used Cars
Shorter Avenue

Rome, Georgila

COLEMAN SPEARS
Salesman

Shorter Avenue Motors
Rome, Georgla
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W. J. HART

Chlef Investigator

Floyd County Police Department
Rome, Georgla

It was determlned that the wanted posters for
JAMES EARL RAY were conspicuously displayed at the Rome,
Georgla, Pollce Department; Floyd County Pollice Department;
and Floyd County Sheriff's Office, in a position where
all officers could see thls wanted poster.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386

No addltional investigation 1s being conducted
in this matter. It is noted, however, that Atlanta indices
are negatlive with regard to WORRELL and an examination of
the files of the Atlanta Police Department on 5/3/68,
disclosed no record of WORRELL.
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of the subJject JAMES EARL RAY and the first subject giving
the name LINBACKER. Mr. BELL then examined the more recent
photographs and sald he did not belleve he resembled this
man.

There would appear to be no clearly logical
reason for Mr. BELL's belleving that this individual 1s,
in fact, JAMES EARL RAY, and it 1s noted that BELL could
not identify the better photograph. No additional
inquiry in this matter is suggested in view of this data.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3 | axmm («-88!61) m mcmo («-1114) SR
R nmn («-na'n TR e
et ucnm«o 'm.mn m mv, -u m, mrr cmmxn
T wom maxa m:mmnm.
:-.;.nm wear, msm TMERNTEOATION
o ._“'-mmxn»mm NAYNE. DUELLIP, TRMNFICAL nm |
' smtudes MENTIONED REPEN umua xmmam.
: 'gmxu 1N FEBRUARY, NUXTY; apOwEY
. EE LIPS ON iTBWY cum{ w "
” nn ammnum m w1l o
G mm Ammma u:m i‘o mx.m m
'm scTIVITY OF nw o XANL m. ., m uo. i
\_rm—mmmmuvnm nmmon'ro
g 1-»:—-1;&%“3“&-) Tt
B ‘T"ﬂm (187-9686) (AN}
Aso-  L-Nobile (157-3637) (AN
e

Tonns .(187-10673) m)
Spec “‘01 1.“ w. (“-"‘) u.) o

5 Airtel

Reg, Iv'a*l

' T . L Il ‘_.,
chls_tered <

3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987

12/ 7-19/67
1/ - 3/17/68
12/ 7 =-2/12/68
1/1 /68 =

3/2. 68

3/24/68

3/29-30/68

4/1/68

4/3/68

4/4/68

4/5/68

Provincial Motel (GALT)

St. Francis Hotel
5533 North Hollywood Boulevard

National Dance Studios

International School of Bar-
tendering

113 14th St. N. E, (Rooming
House) GALT last seen by landlord
approximately 3/31/68

Purchase of Weapon (HARVEY
LOWMEYER), Aero-Marine Supply

Piedmont Laundry (GALT)
No starch in clothes

Rebel Motel (ERIC S. GALT)
Departed prior to 1 PM, 4/4/68

Rooming House (JOHN WILLARD)
South Main St., in about 3 PM

Last seen A .M, of 4/5/68,
Piedmont Laundry, parking Mus?ang
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Los Angeles

Los Angeles

Los Angeles

Atlanta, Georgia

Birmingham

Atlanta
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Memphis
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(a bar) located in either St. Louls or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the
college at Columbla, Missourl, and it was his impression
this gilrl had worked in a tavern there.

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on his left hand which was made at the Penltentlary,
having been made from white metal with ralsed initials.

He stated RAY never smiled, but when he smiled, it looked
like a smirk. Ee advised RAY was clean and not sloppy

in his dress. He descrlibed RAY as an avid reader and
considered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic-
ipated in softball games as a pltcher and would watch all
of the baseball games at the Penitentiary, however, he

had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have
their own religlilous services. He stated the Muslims would
congregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the
Negro prisoners had uncovered a large cache of weapons.
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and
there was a rilot at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY
had knifed these Negro prisoners, but did say that if RAY
had not knifed them, he definitely knew who had killed them.

DOWDA stated RAY definitely was a raclst and
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and
firmly belleved that all the Negro prisoners inside the
Penitentlary should be killed. He stated RAY had on
several occaslons made the statement that if the price were
right, he would kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearing anythling which would indicate
a "contract" was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not belleve RAY would have kllled KING without being

pald for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missouri State Prison by going out of the prison behind
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken hls arm in thls escape attempt.
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentlary
prior to thlis. DOWDA advised he does not belleve RAY returned
from maximum security confinement prior to DOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA stated while in prison, RAY was particularly
interested in Western music., He stated he does not recall
RAY ever mentioning anythling about dancing. He stated that
during this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked
about planning to go to the Lake of the Ozarks when he got
out of prison. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated 1If he
were to look for RAY there, he would first find out who was
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY., He stated
RAY had talked about being on dope prior to being in the
Missouri State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out-
side source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope hablt was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well fixed, never wantling for anythiling.

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for
personal convenlences. He stated RAY, while in prison,
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he is certain RAY was not selling
amphetamine to other prisoners, stating he has known RAY
to glve free amphetamline to prisoners who needed a shot.
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Mlssourl
State Prison.

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the
gate 1n the kitchen of the Mlssourl State Prison, was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and 1t was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated
BENJAMIN O, GOODIN was a clvlilian in charge of the kiltchen
and he is certain GOODIN was not connected in any way with
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands 1t was
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966,

DOWDA advised one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend in the Missourl State Prison and was respon-
sible for bringing RAY into the kitchen. He stated ABBY
at this time was chlef cook at the prison. He bellieves
ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense.

He stated ABBY had a detalner on him as he was an escapee
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY 1s presently in custody but does not believe he 1is
presently in the Missouri State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from California and RIGGER's
wife was a psychlatrist at the Napa State Hospltal, which
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