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AT 44-2385

B. Re Search of Subject's Room
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! FBI, Memphis (44-1987) © pate: April 23, 1968
'i ) . FBI File No. 44-38861
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Speciméns received 4/16/68

Q174
Q175
Q176
QL77
~Q178
Q179
—-Q180
Q181
Q182
Q183
Ql84
Q185
Q186
- Q187
Q188
Q189
Q190
Qlol
Qle2
Ql9o3
Q194
Q195
Q196
Q197
Q198
Q199
Q200
Q201
Q202
Q203

Booklet entitled "What is the John Birch Society”
Gulf 0il Company map of Atlanta

YArrow" map of Greater Atlanta

Box of Nabisco Saltine Crackers

Jar of French's Mustard

Coffee cup

WVater glass

Small can of Carnation Evaporated Milk

Jar of Maxwell House Instant Coffee

Box of "C & H'" Sugar

One knife (Forgecwraft)

One Nationalfs Citation pencil

Wire electric cup heater

One portable Zenith television model #N 2205-6

Jar of Kraft's Catalina French Dressing

Package 0% Golden Grain California Lima Beans

Can of "Iris" ground black pepper

Box of five National's Citation pencils

Gulf map of Southeastern USA-

Shell map of Texas and Oklahoma

Map of lMexico

Map of Los Angeles published by MluOCL & Sons

Map of Los Angeles (Atlantic Richfield Co,) -

Shell map of Loulsiana

Map of California

Enco nap of Arizona and New Mexico

Standard Oil map of Birmingham and vicinity

Tie (Brown with brown, blue and silver diagonal stripes)
Pair of grey trousers )
Booklet entitled '"Your Opportunities in Locksmithing"

12
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Result of examination: -

Examination of Q176 (MArrow" map of Atlanta) revealed
the followingz markings: In area number 17, ink lines were noted on
Daniel Strest between Arbor Avenue and Boulevard Drive; in area
number 03 an ink circle approximately 3/8 inch in diameter the
center of which would be approximately on Auburn Avenue at Courtland;
in area number'ld, two inir circles which are approximately concentric
with diameters of about 1/4 inch and 1/2 inch., The centers of these
two circles lic aop‘oxﬁnate1y at the intersecction of Simpson Road
and Paines; in area number 09 an ink circle approximately 1/2 inch
in diameter and the nuneral 10 were noted. The center of this
circle lies epproximately on l4th Sitreet between Crescent Avenue
and Peachtree Road; in area number C5 an ink circle approximately
3/8 inch in diameter appears, The center of this circle is
approxinmately at bho mp0p1nw pl%ce of nghl nd Vlew and Ponce de
Leon Terr ce, - . IR .
The nothtlons S’LOut below were obaerved on 0190 T
("Atlantic Richfield Co,." street mav of Los Angeles.'") On the
top 0f that side of this ma n which contains the alphabetical
street listings a small pe ncil circle was noted in the '"Van Nuys
District" at the intersection of Buffialo Avenue and Oxnard Strect,

On the large map on the other side of this map the
following markings were noted in the Beverly Hills area, Two
vertical lines in ink at the east end of the park which is located

at Clympic Poulevard and Heath Avenuc; vertical lines in ink at
San Vicente Boulevard and Masselin Avenue; an ink line running
between the two vertical lines previously mentioned generally
follewing Pico Boulevard and Packard Street; an ink line extending from
the vertical lines at the park along Olympic Boulevard to Alired
Street,
- "~ An ink line at the intersection of Beverly Glen
Bouleva d and Voodruff; an ink line at the intersection of Beverly
Glen Boulevard and VWarnall Avenue,

Also noted was an ink marking at Sunset Boulevard and
Palm Drive,

13
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Ink paréntheses wvere noted around the words "Somma Vay"
and "Rocca P1" which are located in Stone Canyon,

The pair of trousers, specimen Q202, is old and soiled,
The lining and pockets are yellowed, the two front pockets have
holes in them and the edge of the left front pocket is threadbare,
The trousers have a "NEEDLECRAFT" label, The waist is 34 1/2
inches and the inseam is 26 inches, A name handwritten in black
on the right rear pocket is probably a cleaners mark, This nane
appears to be "Z SOLOFF;'" however, the last two letters are not
clear, NO imvisible cleaners marks were found on Q202,

Several brown to dark brown head hairs of Caucasian
origin were found on the trousers and in the pocket debris,
These hairs are different from the hairs from the Mustang and
Memphis scene, It was concluded that they did not originate from
the same source., No hairs were found on the Q201 necktie,

Nofibers were found on the Q202 trousers or on the Q201
necktie that could be assdciated with cloth items previously
csubmitted in this casec,

No marks or labels were found on the Q201 necktie,

Examination of the other items described above
disclosed no other pertinent information,

The submitted evidence has been retained,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



T TEDEL L BUREAU OF INVE GATION

PG Washington, D. C. 20537 ’

REPOQ

of the

IDENTIFICATICN  DIVISION

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

YOUR FILE NO. 44-2386 April 19, 1968
FBI FILE NO. 44-38861

LATENT CASENO. 91075

TO:

SAC, Atlanta

,L«e: MURKIN

IREF‘ERENCE: Letter 4-15-68

EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY:, Atlanta

SPECIMENS: .
‘ Portable TV and numerous items from storage

room in Rooming House at 113 Fourteenth Street,
Atlanta, Georgia, Q174 through Q200, and Q203

Six latent fingerprints and one latent impression,
which may be a fingerprint, impression of lower joint of a
finger, or partial palm print, were developed on map of Mexico,
Q194. No other latent impressions of value found or developed.

One of the latent fingerprints on the map is identical
with the latent fingerprint previously reported on the rifle, Q2,
and with the latent fingerprint previously reported on binoculars,
Q14. Other latent prints on the map compared with latent prints
previously reported in this case, but no identification effected.

&’W

¢
. 15 ]. * ]
C . John Edgaf Hopver, Director
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SAC, Atlanta April 19, 1968

! Results of laboratory examination and disposition
of specimens subject of separate report.

|

! This report confirms and supplements Butel of
4-17-68,
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II. PRESENCE OF SUBJECT IN ATLANTA
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Reinterviews Of Landlord
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICN

Date APT11 30 1968

JIMMIE DELTON GARNER, 107 - 1l4th Street, N.E,,
Atlanta, Georgia, was. interviewed at his place of employment,
The Vista Cafeteria, 1052 Northside Drive, N.W., Atlant,
Georgla,

At the outset of the interview, GARNER acknowledged
that he had been on a prolonged "drunk" since about Friday,
April 19, 1968, and was at the time of the interview in the
throes of a "terrific hangover." GARNER explained that he
has had a continual drinking problem for the past few years
in that he has from time to time "gone on drinking sprees”
for periods lasting several days in duration.

GARNER at this time acknowledged that he was
previously on one of his "drunks" from a period beginning
about March 22, 1968 through about March 30, 1968 which
Included the first week that tne man known to him as ERIC S,
GALT resided at the rooming house operated by GARNER at
113 - 14th Street, N,.E,, Atlanta, Georgla.

. GARNER saild that despite his being in the throes
of a "hangover" resulting from his most recent drinking
binge, he now felt able to again recount his recollefions
of his contacts with "GALT". GARNER provided the following
information:

GARNER began drinking in his room at 107 - 14th
Street about Friday, March 22, 1968, On Sunday afternoon,
before darkness (exact time unknown but possibly betwesn
3:00 and 4:00 p.m.) the man whom he later knew as ERIC S,
GALT appeared at GARNER's door. GARNER sald he now belleves
the door to his room was open, and that he (GARNER) was
sitting in a chair in his room in a drunken condition.
GARNER recalls that "GAIT" inquired regarding obtaining
a single room. At the time the rooming house at 113 -
14th Street, N,E. had been closed for sometime possibly
three or four weeks. This rooming house had been closed
because i1t had become "infested with 'hippies'" and the

4 /29/68 " Atlanta, Georgia Atlanta L4-2386

File #

SAs JOHN E, OGDEN and

by 0. RICHARD HAMILTON JEO: hjm 4 /30/€8

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the I'BI and is looned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

19
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only way he could get them to move from the rooming house was

to close it up., When "GALT" asked for a single room, there

was no single room available in the rooming house at 107 - 14th
Street, N.E, so he decided to put "GALT" in the rooming house at
113 - 14th Street, N,E. Accordingly, "GALT" was the first
roomer in this rooming house for several weeks.

GARNER now recalls that "GALT" produced a partly
consumed quart or fifth slze bottle of vodka. This bottle was
gquara in shape but the brand name :eould not be recalled. He
believes he may have had a drink with "GAIT" in his (GARNER's)
room at 107 - 1li4th Street, N,E, after which he accompanied
"GALT" to the rooming house next door where he showed "GALT"
room number 2, When "GALT" stated that the room was quite
small, GARNER opened the door connecting with room number 4
which 1s utilized normally as a storage room and which e no
windows, GARNER told "GALT" he could use the connecting room
and at this time there was some mentinn made that "GALT"
would put his television set on the d esk .in room number 4
as well as other articles belonglng to "GATT". GARNER recalls
that the connecting door is equipped with a hasp and padlock
and that he (GARNER) upon unlocking and opening this door,
replaced the padlock, (nlocked) on the hasp. GARNER said he
did not see the television or other items belonging to "GALT"
at this time and has no clear recollection of ever seeing any
of "GAIT's" possession prior to "GALT's" departure from this
address,

GARNER also recalls that "GAIT" left the partly
consumed bottle of vodka with GARNER and that after showing
"GAILT" to his room, GARNER returned to 107 - 14th Street, N,E,
where he continued to drink.

He said the vodka bottle .was undoubtedly thrown
away in the trash,

GARNER states that he is unable to recall any of the
conversations he may have had with "GALT.," When specifically
‘asked whether "GAILT" had stated how he happened to pick this
particular rooming house; where he had come from; whether he
had made inquirlies about places to eat, laundry and drycleaning
f4cilities or service to his automobile, GARNER sald he cannot
recall any conversation concerning these or similar matters.

20
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He reiterated that his contzct with "GALT'" on this ocuasion is very
hazy because 0f his intoxicated condition,

At this point, GARNER stated that informaticn» proviocusly
provided to Agents concerning having obtained "GALT's' name at
tke time of initial contact was probably erroneous because ke
now recalls that he did not have "GALT" write his name 2t this
time but that this was done a week later on March 31, 1968, whken
"GALT" paid GARNER for a second veek's rent in advance.

GARNER said that he continued his drinking activities
on through the week of March 24, 1968 .and did rot begin to
sober up until the following weekend, Ee cannct clearly rocall
any of his actions during this week but has :a hazy recollection
of going to "GALT's'" room at 113 - 14th Street, N.E, aboui
Tuesday night and of again having some drinks with "GALTY in ithis
room, He states that he cannot recall any of the conversations
with "GAIT' at this time and he does not recall observing arny of ths
items that might have been in room number 2. He dess nroi recall
why he happened to go to the room but suspected that he may have
been "checking the building" and just dropped in %o visit wiih
"GALT " when he discovered he was ir the room, He bslieves this
was Tuesday night, March 26, 1968, but is not sure of ths,

CARNER also statad that sometime during the firsi wasek
possibly on VWednesday, he recalls walking acress the streed frox
his residence to Poustal Sub Station C for the purpose of buying
scme envelopss, He said that he was still in a drunken
conditicn bui hazily recalls encountering a young wan approximaialy

Y

_{f (@ 10
20 years of age in front of the Post Office who cdivessed GARIER
by name, This unknown individual asked GAENER a qusstion to the
effect '"Who was %the man Y saw you with last night in the
white Mustang?'" GARNER said this suggested to him that ke had
possibly gone with'GALT' somewhere in "GALT's'" autowobile vhile
he (GARNER) was dead drunk but alikough he hLas tried to recall
such an inciden®, he cannot recall ever being in "GALT's" car,
GARNER was specifically questioned at this poird as to whethsr be
has any friexnds or acquaintances residing in the vicinilty oi
Highland View Street, Ponce de leon Terrace and Barnett Streat,
N.E, GAINER said that ke did not know anyome in that neighborhood
and canno’ recall having visitsd that neighhwrhood on any ocgasion
in the recent past,

<

.
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Several efforts were made to encourage GARNER to
recall additional infeormation concerning the unknown man who
questioned him concerning being in the white Mustang, but
he repeatedly stated that he just does not xnow this person but
faat it is possibly somecne who has been a patron at one of the
restaurants vhich GARNER has operated in the past,

GARNER recalls no further contact with "GALT" uniil
Sunday, March 31, 1968, At this time GARNER had "beguu to
sober up" and went to the rocoming house at 113 - 14th Street,
N.E. to check the rocms, He said he does this frequeatly to
be sure that the "hippies" have not again invaded these premises,
On this occasion, he encountered "GALT'" in thelall, At this
time, "GALT'" said "he might as well pay him for anothexr week,"
GARNER said that he did not enter "GALT's'" room at this tinme
but picked up a2 envelo pe yhich was lying on ths table
in the hall and it was at this time he had "GALT" print his
mne thereon with the view of transferring the name to his
permaraut records when GARNER returned to his own rocm, GARNER
said he kncews he was paid in cash but does mt recall the dencmization
of the bills or any further coanversation with "GALT" at this fne,

GARNER said that he rewained in a sober condition from
Harch 31 until the bainning of bis wost recent drinking spree
on April 19, 1968, He is, accordingly, sure that he did nnt
see "GALT" again after he was pa1d on Sunday, larch 31, 1988,
He said he may have seen "GALT's" autcwmobile parked in the
rear of 113 -~ 1l4th Street, N.E. at varicus tinzs during the
week, but could not be pesitive arnd does not recall any
specific dates, He nroted th2t ke deoes pot recall ev
"GALT's" c¢ar parked in the varking l@* kakind the rocnin;
waen GARNER returned frcm his vesiaurant io 1l4th Strest ab
4:00 p.m, He said tkat wken and if ks sav th2 car, it 1V‘w
best recollection that it would bave been during the oarly
morxing hours when he left to go to tke restaurant or ﬁgsibl,
late in the evening, He siated ke retains the iunpression
"GALT" left the rocming house scmetine 1ﬂ the smornirg and
vould not refurn until guite late in the evening., He congsds
that it is possible that the cay nay bave b2en dbsent Jron
rooming house for periods of two or three days widle "G/
a tcnant there,
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CARIER related that oa Friday,
went to his restaurant at 1052 XWorthside
5:30 in the morning, He remainad at that
10:00 a,m, at which time ke returned to the péch houses
on 1l4th Strcet for the purpose of getting the linen ready %o Yo
picked up by an employee of the Atlanta Limen Coupany waich
performs the laundry services for GARNER, GARKER statad itk
when help is available, he usually takes one of the female
enployees from the rps+ahraLt when he goes to the rocuing
houses on Friday to chauge the linen, EHe recalled, howsvar,
that on Friday, Amil 5, 1968, he was *short of hﬁlp" at tho
restaurant and, ac csrdlnglv weﬁt alone to get the ek Ne
believes he could have arrived at the rooming ‘house beiween
10:00 and 10:30 a,m. at which tire the driver For f
Linen -Company was waiting for him, GARNER said ke
all of the occuplcd\rocms and tock the liren fronmilie bads
Upcn entering room number 2 at 113 = 1l4ih Street , N.BE., he
observed that the bed was made up but from the apﬁexﬁm*@ o
lthe bed it looked as though sowmeone had been lyi Lo uf
‘the spread, He found on top of the bed a note
on a piece of cardboard of the typs placed
laundry. This note was apparently freom "GALZ
‘he cannot recall the exact wording, stated SUL""
effect that "GALT" had to go to Birmirghan an
in about 2 wesk to pickiup his telavision and/or g
GARIER said he tossed ihe necte in the wasie ¢an iu
obtained thé linen from the bed which ke furesd
employee of the Atlanta L:neﬂ Conpany.

While in 3hk2 rcom, he Obaeerd that
connecting recom number 2 and the adjacent stor:
locked but ke did not enter the voom at this %
what property had bzen left there by 'GALTY.
he did enter the room and noted that a televi
room along with miscellaneous items which ke ca
recall that were lying on thke dssk in the room,

GARNER said that he has not re
comstunication from VGALTY concerning tze s
He cannot recall secing "GALT" t21% %o ahy >
at either of the rooming houses andlmnws nol
of "GALT's'" activities while ke resided at ¢
certain that "GALT" did' not L91t10n having bas g
rooming house by anyone and feels that he wounld hnave
even though he was in an intoxicated conditien dvring
portion of the time "GALT" resided there.

.23
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

JIMMIE DELTON GARMNER, 107 - 14th Street, N,E,,
Atlanta, was interviewed at his place of business, 1052
Northside Drive, HN,VW,

GAENER specifically was acked regarding any
discussions he may recall with the nan whom he knew as ERIC S,
GALT concerning drugs and/or narcotics, GARNER replied that
he could recall no conversation with "GALT" concerning these
matters and can recall nothing to indicate GLT was using drugs
or navcotics,

! GARNER also was asked specifically whether he recalled
any conversation with "GALT" concerning racial matters., GARNER
said he cannot recall any such conversationa.

GARNER reiterated information previaisly furnished
that the only conversation with GALT was the ons on March 31,
1968, at which time he was paid for an additional week's
rent, Ie again stated he is positive he did not encounter "GALT"
at 113 -~ l4th Street, N,k,, on Friday, April 5, 1968, when he
GARRER, went to that .address to remove the dirty linens to be given
to the laundry man,

GARNER said FoRRY LEE ZACKERY, the cook at Garner's
Cafeteria, and another employee at the cafeteria, went to the
rooming houses on l4th Street on the afternoon of April 5,
1668, to make up the beds, He cannot recall thé identity of
the woman who accompanied ZACKKRY, but knows only it was a
Negro female whom l2 had picked up to work in the restaurant
as a dishwasher, He noted that during the past several
weeks, he has had numerous different women working at the
restaurant, andcannot specifically recall which one was working
on April 5, 1968, He suggested that EDNA JACKSON, who resides
at 646 VWhitaker Street, might have been the woman who
accompanied PERRY ZACKZRY to clean the rooming houses on
April § 1868,

2l

On 5/1/68 at Atlanta, Georgia  Pile # Atlanta 44-2386

SA JOILN E, CGDEN:lcce '
by e Date dictated 5/3/68 -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date May 9, 1968.

I=-

JIMMY GARNER, 107 14th Street, Northeast, was
shown a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY in which he was wearing
a sult, white shirt, and fore-in-hand tie. He stated this
is the best likeness he has seen to date of RAY and stated,
"If not him, it's his twin brother."

- GARNER stated he has continued to try to recall
additional information concerning RAY and his brief stay

( at 113 l4th Street, Northeast; however, he has been unable
to recall any addit;onal 1nfornatlon.

25
€
on . 5/6/68  a _Atlenta, Georgla . piles _Atlznte 44-2386
™ . fangd f
by . SA ROPERT R. PERRY tbde  pawedictated . 9/T/68
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the 1Y Bl Tt the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date . May 9, 1968

! Mrs. ESTELLE PETERS, Pledmont Laundry, 1168
Peachtree Street, Northeast, was shown a photograph of
JAMES EARL RAY in which he is wearing a dark suit, white
shirt, and fore-in-hand tie. She stated she bellieves the
photograpn of RAY in which he was wearing a bowtie 1is a
better likeness, however, stated the more recent photograph
in which he is wearing a fore-in-hand tie looks older and
the eyes and nose appear very similar.

She stated she has been unable to recall any
additional information concerning the individual whom she
knew as ERIC S. GALT,

27
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On 5/7/68 Atlanta, Georgla File # __Atlenta 44.2386
by ___SA ROBERT R, PERRY _:bje ——— Date dictated ALL_____S 7/68 _
This document contains neither recommendations nor concluzions of the FN.' It is the property of the FRI and is loaned to
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On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK,
JOSEPH G. SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE
RAYMOND DOWDA, an inmate at the Cobb County Jall, Marletta,
Georgia. DOWDA advis ed he was formerly incarcerated at the
Missourl State Prison, Jefferson City, Missourl. He stated
whille at the Missouri State Prison, he was acquainted for
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow
inmate., DOWDA advised he was released from the Missourl
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was
still incarcerated. He stated he had been the chlef cook
at the Missouri State Prison and RAY worked as a bread
slicer.

DOUWDA advised RAY was the type person the other
inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner"
who usually initlated the conversation 1f he wanted to talk
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and
when angry would spezk even softer. He stated he had never
known RAY to become excited and shout. To hls knowledge,
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a fair
complexion, which was blotehy, having plmples around the
lower pertion of his fzce. He stated RAY had a rash on the
right side of his nread during the entire time he had known
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash
was very noticeable due to the type of haircut in the
Penitentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash.
He stated RAY's halr was lightly streaked with gray. He
advised the only scar he can recall whlch RAY had was a
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated
RAY had dinzy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about "running

arouvnd" in St. Louls, Misscuri. He normally talked about
two girl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight

29
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(a bar) located in either St. Louls or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the
college at Columbila, Misscurl, and 1t was hils impresslon
this girl had worked in a tavern there.

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring

[ on his left hand which was made at the Penitentlary,

| having been made from white metal with raised initials.
He stated RAY never smiled., but when he smlled, i1t looked
like a smirk., Fe advised RAY was clean and not sloppy
in his dress. He describad RAY as an avid reader and
considered RAY to be intellligent. He advised RAY partic-
ipated in softhall games as a pitcher and would watch all
of the baseball ganes a% the Penitentiary, however, he

i/ had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball.

DOWDA .stated thab some time in 1966, a group
of Blaclk Muslims had petlitlcned for the right to have
their own rellglous services. He stated the Muslims would
congregaw in groups and that a subsequent search of the
Negro crisoners had uncovered a large cache of weapons,
DOWDA stated the white prisconers then armed themselves and
there was a rlct at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners w=re killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY
ad knifed trhese Negro priscrers, but did say that if RAY
had not knifed them, he de;inuueJy krew who had killed then.

DOWDA stated RAY ceflinltely was a racist and
hated Negroes. He s%ta%ted RAY had made the statement and
firmly belleved that all the Negro prisoners lnside the
Penitentliary should be killed. He stated RAY had on
several ozcaslons made the statement that Lf the price were
right, he would kil MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearipg anything which would indicate
a "contract" was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

30
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DOWDA advised he would not be surgrised if JAMES EARL RAY

was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not believe RAY would have killed KTNG without being

pald for it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the MiSSOLr* State Friscn by going o«t of the prison behind
the ovens in the prison akery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt. _
He stated RAY had talked abocut escaping from the Penitentlary
prior to thils. DOWDA advised he does not believe RAY returned
from maximum security confinement prlor to DOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA =tated AAL1e in prison, RAY was particularly
interested in Western muislc. He stat=d he does not recall
RAY ever mentloning arything about dancing. He stated that
during this period a number c¢f orchestres from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Prlscn and RAY would
never milss these pawformances. He stated RAY often talked
about planning to go to the Lzke of the Ozarks when he got
out of prison. DCWDA stated he would have no ldea who RAY
would ccntact at the Lake of the Ozarks, bubt stated if he
were to look for RAY thers, hs wculd first find out who was
selling dope and through this gerson, locate RAY. He stated
RAY had talked a®cut being cia dope prlor to being in the
Missourl State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out-
slde source ¢f income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's
dope habii was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well 2 xcd, never wanting for anythlng.

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for
personal. conveniencas, He stated RAY, while in prison,
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he 1s certain RAY was not selling
amphetamine to other priscners, stating he has known RAY

to gilve free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot.
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the -sale of amphetanine at the Missourl
State Prison.

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the
gate in the kitchen of the Missourl State Pr son, was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and 1%t was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine, He stated
BENJAMIN O, GOODIN was a civilian 1n charge of the kiltchen
and he 1s certain GOODTIN was not connected in any way with
the bringing of amphetamlire into the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands 1t was
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966,

DOWDA adviscd one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend in the Missourl Stafte Prison and was respon-
sible for bringing RAY intc the kitchen. He stated ABBY
at this time was chlefl cook at the prison. He belleves
ABBY was serving time for breaklng into a drug store and
he dces know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense.

He stated ABRY had a detalner cn him as he was an escapes
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY is pﬂeae““lv in custody but does not bolieve he 1is
presently in the Missouri State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN
RIGGER. BHe stated RIGGER was frcm California and RIGGER's
wife was a psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital, which
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is located north of San Francisco, California.

DOWDA advised that RAY and cther inmates that might
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida,
address, and would not know that he is presently in Marietta,
Georgia. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florlda, and
that anyone lnquilring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be
sent to Deland, Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been
contacted by RAY and hzs heard nothing to indicate RAY has
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about
traveling over all the United States; but had never mentioned
anything which would indicate RAY was assoclated wilth any-
one 1n the Atlan%e, Georgla, area, DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia,
who was an inmate at the Misscurl State Prison was one
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgla. He advised WHITE had a
Federal detailner against him and believes WHITE is still
incarcerated at the Missourli State Prison.

DOWDA advised he had wade a trip to Callforria in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgivling Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resides
at Palos Verdes, California. He stated GRAHAM is Regional
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife
had stopped at Jefferscn City and whlle there, contacted a
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr. "PETE" PETRIE. He stated
he had not made any lnguiry concerrling RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning lnmates inasmuch as his wife did not know
he was a former inmate of the Missourl State Prlson. He
stated he had stoppad in the Kansas Cilty, Missourl, area
and attempted to locate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been
in tre Missoori State Prison as PAUJ. ALVIN CARTER. He
stated LAIL had been released approximately a year before
he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together
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after thelr release from prlson. He stated LAIL worked in

‘the license shop at the Missourl State Prison and although

+he was acqualnted with RAY, he dld not belleve LAIL was a

particularly gocd friend of RAY. He stated after his return
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR,
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Drive, Palm
Springs, West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965-
4221, He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a Job
and had come to Marietta, Georgla, loocking for employment,
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgla, with his

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for
approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having
been arrested on March 4, 1968.

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern-
ing RAY which might assist in Lis location, but in the
event he remembercd anything additional, he would contact
the FBI.
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lhﬁ fo?ln”irﬂ investigation

SA JANES FLICY on April 28
Georgia:
gia:

b4

LEWIE RAYIIOND DOWDA was dintervicwed at the
®Gbb County Jail, Marietta, Goorgia, where he was incarcerated
and providad the following infornation regarding JANES
EARL RAY:

L . DOVWDA advised after the interview with agents
n APril 24, 1968, he recalled that he had also baen
employed by Liggett -Lane (phonetie) Drug Company at Tzonth
and Pasachtresz Sircets, Atlan 2orgia DOVWDA advisad
he was ennloved th2rze as the nan"031 the soda fountain
departwznt., DOVDA advised thot he had learnsd previously
Lhai the suhjzct, JANES ZARL RAY, had b: saen in Atlanta
and thoughi pessibly he might have come looking for DIVDA,
DOWDA gtated h2 had no idza wh2ther or not RAY micht haove
bezn aware of his employirent, but stated thare waz a possilility
that he nay have bzen. DOIDA continued he ! heen cmnloyad
at Liggett Lane Drug Company around Novembe Dacenbar
of 1267. DUJDA stated during that time ha ad und=:
Dr. (Fivst Name Un'mnown) CEIYAS, who was tbe rnevnl Managar
kN
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=
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of Liggeti Lane Drug Storzss and worked with (Lost
Namu Unknown) who becam2 the llanagasr of the o fountn
department after DGVDA left thedir cmnloymzent. DOWDA ady
if RAY had aver cone into the Liggett Lana Drug Store
looking for him these two parsons would have baan the persons
most likely to have bzen contactzd in this ragard.
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DOWDA stated he had navs S ivad anv infornntion
that anyons similar to RAY hac ¢ selin in but s atoo
that therce was a cistinct poszild vt this mny have bee
true.

DOVDA further advised sometim? 27t2y he had bzan
by asents in liarie v, Georgia, at th2 Ronanxza

’it, he hod baz (v e narsons, who ha conld
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Dacember, 1967, and wag rceoivad that ithoe
LLCTD i G'LT or DA PYVER . 15
hz wvas not cerisin which of thase persans rcceived this

phene call bu é was adviased that the parson who called left

no phone nunbsyr and annarently did not identify himself

to the parson who raceived tha telaphonz call. D3OWDA advised
he had no idea who the phonz c¢all moy have been from and
stated that h2 naver & receive any further information about
this call, nor was thg call cver ccempleted to hinm.

DOWDA gtated as best he could racall the nhone call
might have originated in OCixlahoma, but ztoted that n2ither
he nor, as bz2st he could racall, RAY had ony wmutual f{riends
in that area

O, A. 2””‘ Sewall Mill Road, larietta,
Georgia, adviesd VYOI DOVDA had bzan ennloyad
by him a3 a trac i“lver anc¢ all arcund agsistant from
Yarch 8, 1955 to Asril 12, 103538, HINDREE advisad thaot
M
during this timz DIOWDA hQCz vorked satisfactorily for hin
every. dﬂy that they could have worked, waathor vernittins,
e advised the total duvation of thls tine was ano .
¢ vaehks and stated tlat as bhest he could rceall at no tin
fiv
did DOVDA evey lecave this avea., HENDBRUVL continuzd that on
twoe or three cccasions, DIVDA had worked on Saturdavs, but
had never worked on any Sundays during this tims,  HIDBREL
advised there was po way to specifically dotermine the
exnct dat2s on vhich DOUDA werlked, but ovovided il followving
dates on which DOWDA wos paid and the auwounts,
Date Anount of Cnoelk
March &8, 1968 o 250
March 15, 1938 565
March 22, 19368
’
iMarch 29, 1268 R4 08
<
'_,:3
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X . $60
April 21, 19 $80. 64

THRREA stated during this five or six week
period, he had mads two lozanz to DOWDA in two checks, ong
for $30 and one for $10. HELBRUE adviased that if DOWDA
ware to have baen cemibyad five days per wezk, his chzels
would run ?b)POulmﬁt°1j $30 to 3115, IEIDRYE advised
that all of thz chechks indicate that DOUDA may nol have
possibly werked all five dayd ol thn weelk, but again
stnted that this was duz to the weathar, stating that in
rajiny~type weather it was impossi l_c for them to work.

IEMBRTE stated that DOVDA had boen a sntisiaclory.
employee while working for hin,
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On April 29, 1968, LEUWIL RAYHOND DOWDA was interviewed
at the Marietta City Jail, Marietta, Georgia, by Special Agents
OBLRT B, PSRRY, JANES RICHARD FLICK and JACK T, BEVERSTEIN.
DOWDA had been transferred to this jail due to an escape attempt
byiother prisoners at the Cobb County, Georgia, Jail,

| DOVDA advised JAMES EARL RAY had bezen very close to
(First Name Unknown) "PUNCHY" MILLER, an ex-boxer who had
worked in the kitchen at the HMissouri State Penitentiary (LSP),
MILLZR had bzen onzs of the leadexs at the N3P and was removed
from the kitchen after the accidental killing by him of another
prisoner during a fight, DOVDA stated he had no knowledge
that MILLER was engaged in ths distribution of amnvhetanmines
at the prison. Ne stated MILIMR was releagsed from prison and
went to a towvn lccated close to the !S¥, where he started
passing bad checks, BLHJAMIN O, GOODIHN, Supervisor in the
MSP kitchen, tried to retrisie these bad checks, but was
unable to do so b2fore MILLaKR was returned to prison for
passing bad checks, DOVWDPA could not explain why GOODIN should
nalte MILLER's checks good. DOWDA stated GOCDIN had been in
the U, S, Navy and had served aboard several ships which
were sunk, He stated GOQOOIN reports to the Veterans Administration
weekly and is on som2 kind of drugs, which he believes HMILLER
obtains by prescription, He advised RAY was not particularly
closs to LEO BARNETT, He stated LEO RARNITT's mother lives in
Flat River, Migsouri ilrza liother, DARRLLL BARNETT, who is
in the MSP,

DC/DA advised that in April, 1967, he had taken a trip
to Migsouri and had gone to Flat River in an effort to locate
LEQ BARANTT, He stated BARNETT's mother {told him IE0O was
serving time in the penitentiary in Florida, He stated he then
returnzd to Georgia without sceinyg any of the guards oxr arnyoue
elge in iissouri, He advised on his return trip he had met
MDINKY CIUILNY in a ber in Alabama, Hz gtated CHUIIEY was
having trouble with his wife, who had burnszd 211 CHUIILY's
clothas and he was enroute to Georgia in an effort to get away
from her., Me stated CHUMLLY decided to come to Marvietta,Georgia,
with him, which he did, DOWDA stated the trip to !Missouri
only took him thrce days and again denied having contacted anyone
else,
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l DOWDA stated CREUNMLEY stayad in the Atlanta area for
several months and then left to go to South Carolina to sece
a girl friend, EHe advised CHUMLEY returned from South Carolina
and told DOWDA that he had a job and was working somcwhere in
Atlanta, Georgia., DOWDA stated he has no idea concerning the
present whsreabouts of CHNLEY,

DOVWDA advised that RAY, while in prison, worked as
a bread slicer and only earned between $5 and $6 per month,

but never scened to want for money., IH2 stated KAY, while in

prison, always wore his hair short. e stated RAY only mentioned

two girls while in prison and from conversation, DOVDA felt
Y thought more of the girl he had met at Columbia, Missouri,
than the givl he had met at the Gaslight.

DOWDA advised
of amphetamnines in the
source was HAROLD SCHAWIKE a guard at th? kitchon gate of
the prison, He stated ABBB nearly ran the K Hall and after
his transfer to C Hall, ALBY nearly ran it also, e stated
ABBY could get his cell door open by guards anytime he wanted.

ITNIL ABREY (phonetic) was €% supplier
1
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DOWDA advised the main supplier of amphetamine
in MSP was a prisoner whose namz he doss not now recall,
This person was knowa by two initials and he was serving a
long sentence for the Fatal shooting of a St. Louis police
officer, He adviged this person attempted to escape scveral
times and was alnost in complete charge of C Hall, le stated
be had the run of the prison and had a pass to eat in the
officers dining roomn, which he did most of the time, H2 was
very close to Varden UASH and afier MHASH's suicide, tried
unguccessiully to get close to Varden SWINSOMN, He stated
after Varden SWINSON took over, one-hali pound of
amphetaninres were found in the trash can of ithis prisoner's
¢01l,  This prisouer had six to eight prisoncers pughing
the amphetanines for him, 2 stated he Lelieved tlhig
prisoner obtainzd hio drugs through a guord, 12 descexilbad
this prison2y as a white nale, approximately 32 - 33 years
of age; 6% - 6' 1"; 180 pounds; black hair, He stated this

<7

X pAY, as well as prisoners

sriconers ot the NED yhose
" T )
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stated he had not obtained RAY's zddress, hovever, he feeols
RAY has his address in Florida, but would not know if he were
in Marietta, Georgia,

DOWDA stated he had taken a trip to California
during the Summer of 1965 and on this trip he had spent
two or three days with a distant cousin , JACK HOLCOMDE,
who resides at San Jose, California, FHe stated ho had also
visited a friend of his eister, one BEVIRLY WIZEIER, who is
a nurse ir a Los Arngeles hospital, He stated it was on this
trip that he got in trouble in Missouri and was sentencad to
the HSP DOWDA denied- having returned to California the
SN 4 of 1e€¢7’, He stated that on his trip to California
in tho Fall of 1967, he had planncd to call JIVEL RIGGER
psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital located outside Santa
Rosa, but had not made the call, He adviscd JEWEL RIGGER
is the wife of an inmate at the !MSP, He stated LLOYD A,

BiLT, Supcrvisor in the kitchen at the lSP resides at Healey,
His Qourl and on the trip to California, in the Fall of 1967,
he had vigited EILT,

DOVWDA advised that within the MSP thore are two
gangs, one being from St, Louis and the other from Kansas
City, Migsouri, Iz stated there was a good daal of friction
between these gangs and that RAY associated with ths lcaders
of the St., Louis gang.

"DOVYDA advised he had talked to hig wife concerning
th2 reporxted visitor to hiz home at 2:00 A, on a norning
in the Fall of 1967, Iz statced his wiie clains shez has no
knowledge of anyone vigitipg their apartmant &t this tine
of the norning, DOVWVDA stated h2 hag no idea who this person
could be, DOWDA stated the resident mancger of theseopartments
pust have bean mistaken., Ee stated thd ;- -5op had not
appreoached his wife councerning any person vis 1t1wv their
apartment at 2:00 A.M, in the moraing.
DOVBA advised that during the pericd he worked
at the Lons Ligoett Drug Store, located on the corner of
Feachtree and 10th Strcets, he m:t many persons he felt
were ex-cons, but denied ever being approached comsrning
source of drugs in tids arca, DOVWDA stated he has no knowledge
as to the persons who might be supplying drugs in that arex,

40
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He stated he is certodin ths druvggist at the Lanoe Liggett
Drug tore was not supnlying thege individuals, Ho recalled
having talked to a man in his late 40s, approxinately 5' 10",
150 - 155 pounds, having dark curly hair, with gray streaks,
who had visited the restaurant in the drug store and had
mentionced owning several rooming houses in the area, He
advigsed ke doez not recall this person's name and had

only thz one contact with this individual, DOWDA advised

the name JALES GARITIR sounded familiar to him and fecels
heihas heard this name mentioned sometime in the past,
possibly wbken he was cmployed at the restaurant in the Lane
Liggett Drug Store. He advised he dees not personally

know JANES GARMER and could furnish no information concerning
him,
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The following investigation was conducted by SAs
JACK T, BEVERSTEIN and JOSEPH G, SHEA,

On April 24, 1968, CARL GENE TAYLOR, also known as
"Junior' TAYLOR, 185 VW, Dixie Street, Marietta, Georgia, advised
that the photo of JAMES EARL RAY did not resemble person known to
him as "Red", who had stayed with L&WIE DOWDA a couple of weeks
in approximately March, 1968, He stated person knowa to him
as "Red" was a white male, approximately 6%, 35 years of age,
185 pounds, and had bright red hair, He advised this person
had come to Marietta, Georgia, with his wife and small baby
and had resided with the DCiDAs at the Olive Spring Apartmente.

TAYLOR advised he had bzen employed with DCIWDA at the
Bonanza Steak House in Merietta, Georgia, Hz advised he had
never secn anyone resembling JANES EARL RAY in the company of
DOWDA, Ie stated during the Fall of 1967, DOYDA and his wife
had traveled to California to visit her relatives and at no time
did DOVDA ever mention contacting anyone he was acquainted with
who could logically have been JAMLS EARIL RAY,
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The following invegtization wa
I

On April 25, 1958, EDITH RUSBY, ianager,
lgeett Drugstore, 10Th and Peachtree Street,

vised LEWID DOWDA had been employed as B
ain from December 23, 1957, to Janvary
DA left, claiming hs wez going to move Lo
ated 1T 18 her understanding LOUDL Is nowu

[}
[A3]

P o R4 P RCEAR. S S t PP B YT
Bonanza shteak House, rarilatta, Gzorgla, pUSHBY

BARLD DAY and stated shz hac
adviszd no on2 has contacted har
of DOVDA. v

On Aprild 25, 1858, Dw, w0u CHOTOS, Illan:
soetlt Druzstorz, 10th and Yeu c~ze Street, N, B., Atlanta,
Georgla, adviszd photograph of JAMES EARL RAY is unfamilicr
o him. He stabed no onz has ever contacted him for instruc-
ions how to centact LEVIE 3\

rer, Loanz-

C)

A
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS, who 1s confined in the
Whitfield County Jail, Dalton, Georgla, advised he did
not personally serve time with JANMES EARL RAY in the Menard
Prison, Ifllinois, and the only information he has regard-
ing this is what RAY told him. This information was
related to him by RAY while he and RAY were serving time
together in the Jackson County Jall, Kansas City, Missourl,
for a six or seven month period.

He stated he never heard RAY say that he had
served: time in Jolliet or Pontiac Prisons, but he felt that
. if RAY had served time in either one of those places, he
would probably have been shipped to Menard Prison for
discharge.

CURTIS advised there was a close associate of
. RAY's serving time in Jackson County with them. He cannot
| recall the name of thils individual, but stated he was
1 convicted as & co-defendant with RAY on the gane check
charge and froa conversation with RAY, this individual
was presumably thé same person with whom RAY served time
in Menard Prison. :

CURTIS adviced he recalls a third unidentified
individual visiting RAY and his co -defendant in Jackson
County Jall who Scened very close to both of.them, but
stated he strongly doubted that the visitor's log maln-
tained at the Jail would reflect the name of this visitor
due to irregularities in keeping such logs.

He advised he could not furnish a description
of the third man.

CURTIS advieced he was confined in the Jefferson
County Jall with RAY and his co-defendant from approxi-
mately March of 1955 until July of 1955, and that they
all subsequently ended up together 1in Leavenworth Prison.

Ll

On y/22/68 .,  Dalton, Georgia File # __Atlanta-44-2386

Q : : i) . s i
by ___SA BERNARD R, 3ERRY tbjc Date dictated _4/26/68

T
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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He stated whille at Leavenworth Prison, RAY's sociate
" and co-defendant did nothing but 1ift weights and attempt
to lmprove his physique.

He described this co-defendant as being a white
male, age 36, at that time, 5'10" to 6', 180 pounds, and
well built.
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Date_ M2y 3, 1968

O RAYMOND IOUIS CURTIS,currently incarcerated Whitfield
| County Jail, Dalton, Georgia,advised that he has spant time in
prison on two or thrse occasiong with JAMES EARL RAY, CURTIS
advised he first became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY in larch
1955 at the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missouri, He
stated RAY was lncarcerated at the Jackson County Jail on

Post Office burglary charges &8nd had just recently been released
from prison in Menard, Illinois, prior to his incarceration at
Jackson County. CURTIS at ths same time was under arrest for
armed robbery and bank robhery in the Missourl area. During
this period, CURTIS stated he and RAY were cellmates for
approximately six to ssven months, While cellmates, CURTIS
recalled that RAY had a close friend, name unrecalled, who
visited him while RAY was at the Jackson County Prison. This
friend had been a former cellmate of RAY when RAY was Incarcerated:
at Menard, Illinois. . CURTIS never actually saw this man but
knew that RAY had severalvisits from one particular individual.
This man keot RAY in svending monsy while RAY was in Jackson
County Jail and in CURTIS' opinion this individuval would harbor
RAY if RAY were on escape.

CURTIS went on to say that RAY had another close
friend, name unrecalled, of Italian descent, apparently a
"pig man" in the syndicate, This Italian had apvarently
operated with RAY in the past and both he and RAY had engaged
in handling stolen Postal money orders and travelers checks,

After six or seven months as cellmates at Jackson
County Jail, RAY was sentenced to three years on the Post Office
burglary charges and transferred %o Leavenworth Federal Penitentlary.
Two weeks later CURTIS received a 16-year ssntence for bank robbery
and also was sent to ILeavenviorth. While confined at Leavenworth
together, RAY spoke of no girlfriends and correspondad with hone
to the best of CURTIS' knowledge. While in Leavenworth, RAY
mentioned that he "operated" frecuently out of Quincy, Illinocis.,
By "operated", RAY meant "engaged in burglary and payroll jcbe."

CURTIS said that while he and RAY were incarcerated they
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enéaged in crooked poker games and took fellow prisoners

for money. In the opinion of CURTIS, RAY was a good poker

piayer and an excellent card handler. During this incarceration
RAY mentioned underworld and hoodlum connections, names unrecalled,
in Chicago, Detroit, Tampa, and the Tijuana, Mexico area,

CURTIS want on to say that after serving seven to eight months with
RAY at Leavenworth he was transferred to the United States Penitentier
Atlanta, Georgia., CURTIS served six to seven years in the United
Sttes Penitentiary, Atlanta, and in June 1962 was released but
sent tack to the Missourl State Penitentiary, Jefferson City,
Missouril, to scrve times on arm=d robbery charges. While in the
state penitentiary av Jofferson City, Missocuri, CURTIS again

was incsarcerated with JAMES EARL RAY, On occasicns they were

in the same cell together in "B" Hall and 'C" KHall. They served
together from 1962 to 1666, Vhile in "B" and "C" Halis they

were together in a three-man cell with 2 third iandividual who
CURTIS eaid could verify the followlng facts but whom CURTIS
refused to identify.but whom CURTIS refused to identify:

CURTIS stated that during thig Incarceratlion Pre sident
JOHN F., KENNEDY was assassinated and word from the outside filtered

into the ﬂrlson that tbls was orebably a conspiracy. Word came
in that KENNEDY hag a bount( on hJ head, CURTIS wzs un&oie to
give further details on the "bounty". He said in 1963-1 )uf

Dr. King's mcvenents becade one of the topics of conversation at
the state penitentiary. Word got around to the inmates that the
"KK of the South" who apparently went to businessmen and had reised
approximately a million dollars, had a "ounty" with thik money on
KING's heced. CURTIS was unable to glve lurcher detalls or
information regarding "KK of tha South",

CURTIS said that from 1962 to 1966 before CURTIS!
release RAY mentioned at leazt a dozen times that had he known
about a "bounty” on President KENNEDY's head and h2d he been ocut
he would have mdde every effort Lo collect it. RAY 2lco said
apnroximetely a dozen Uimes in the presencs af CURTIS "if he gob
out in tme and if RKING was ¢till alive he woull like to get the
fpounty! on KING", RAY never mentioned whum hb would contacht to
get this "bounty” but CURTIS adviscd the criminzal element knew
hor‘ o concact such people.

C”RTIQ went on o say that the above statemenbts concernin
KING made by RAY weras heard by the third ccllmate menbloncd ebove.
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w In addition CURTIS stated that RAY had a friend
in New Orleans, Louisiana (FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) COIN (phenetic)
who was apparently a "fence". This man was well connected
with the hoodlum element, however, was quite o0ld and in the
opinion of RAY was in 1955 at least 55 to 60 years of age. In
the opinion of CURTIS this individual would definitely harbor
RAY, CURTIS knew no close friznds or zssoclates of RAY,
RAY, allegadly through prison grapevine, had a wife but this
was never mentioned by RAY, CURTIS said, horever, a few prisoners
mentionsd family connections. Wnhile in prison RAY. also mentioned
gambling in Los Angeles, California. No specific place in Los
Angeles as to the gambling was mentioned. RAY in CURTIS' opinion
was @ "high liver" when outside and would associate with
prostitutes taking one from btoun to town,

: RAY with recard to KING's killing indicabted he would
make all rules and would in all probability demand the "bounty"
money be put in a bank. RAY mentionecd thrse forzign countrics,
which he had lesarned sbout and which CURTIS assumad RAY would go
to if oul of the United States. These foreign countries were
New Zealand, Brazil, and Switzerland. CURTIS was of the opinion
that not over three people would be involved in the actual
assassination. It would have becen well planned with diverslonary
measures and in the opinion of CURTIS a second individusl, not
RAY, would have driven the getaway car to Atlanta as a
diversionary measure,

CURTIS sald he would not testify to the above facts
because if he did testify to this information he would fear for
his life. '
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A Monthly Poll of Negro Opinion
A Quarterly Crgan of Negro Thought and Opinion

Tmen: itor— 1 1215 S, Tremaine
Almena Lomax, Editor-Publisher Los Angoles 90019, Calif.

938 ~ 8458, area code, 213
May 8’ 1968

Mr, Lloyd Johnson

Federal Ruresu of Inveetisation
1340 W, éth Street

Los Ansoles Q0017

Dear Mr., John-on:

Following this note are the names and addresses of whites, sub-
ceribers to my publicetion whom I  thought might bear checking out in the case
of the <layinz of Dr, Martin Iuther King,

If you don't mind a theory, you might consi‘er the slaying in the
came 1irht as the bombing of the church in Birmingham in 1962, or '63. That was
dore for a purposs, to intimidate tho Negroes bert on inteprating the schools
of Alabenma that year, as a prelude tn Gov, Wellace's standing in the schoolhouse
door, Neither the church nor the children was the primary target, but the resolve
of tha N-~groes,

There must have been many times when Dr,,King could have been more,
or as, convenien_tly killed, I hate no doubt that thé purpose was achieved when
the Negroes rioted after the assassinstion. The only question in my mind s who
wanted the 'riote this time, the Wallace-ites, the leftwins, or even ambitious peovle
in between,

In the event you think it was a "racist", or rishtwinzg political
killing, Montgomery, Mobile, and the smell towns of Alabama micht be a good placs
to look for Gault or Ray., Gault, by the way, rings a hell in my merory as a fairly
common Alabana name, I have traveled and -lived in Alebama the best part of the
pa-t 10 years, I know Mobile, Montsomery, Barbour County, Macon County end &1l the
‘urroundirg counties very well, Alakema probably has the hirhest per capita “hite
Citizens Council memberchip in the country, people who would boub a church, burn
a school, ¥ill one or several people to mzke their point4 4 - 2 3 8 6 A

The Tuckeg-e nmas I am giving you I krow to be white and in the
main Council members, people who intended to get me, I have been told, had I
continuad publiching in Tuckeree, people who were almost equally guilty with
that Segrest man who shot and killed Sammy Younge, Jr. in Tuskegee the year after
I 1~ft and after he had taken vp the cudrel —- with a lot [IEREdincssSqnpeirtorty
after T'left, Th» others I just think are white, SERIALIZED . FILED-.

‘I 8lro have a nunber of white liberal sout
u-ual run of white leftuing couthern~rs and a nunber of i}
don't krow whether I should list them or not. The left prdi:
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to Dr, Kinr end reiced menmy for him and rave to him liberally; but vhen it
coma- to vhatever it ie they ~ent, a zhift of nover to themselves, to change
the -ystem, etc,, I ouldn't trust them behind the shadow of a broomstick, I
thivd thev have mede it very clear that they have a vested interest in the
Nagro ricts,

Following are the namess (Date refers to when subscription entered)

Johneen, Sa vel
Realty Mortsaze Co,
Banl for Sevinges Bldsm,
Birmingham, Ala,

1/4/65 mailed in

Simpon, Mr, Joreph Y,
1924 Caleh Road
Birminghan 223, Ala. changed later to Box 7346
Pnid by Mre, Va, Simpzon
2632 ¥ t, Brook Porkvey
Birmingham, Ala, 35223 (I seem to have lef}t off the date of entry, but
it was batwesn Oct.f'and Jomuary of 1965)
Goegans, Harry I,
200 Barhour o,
Fufanla, Ale,
10/24/64
Paid by Robert Howard, Howard Cleansrs, Hichusy 80, Tuskegse
Gogranr 1sft Tu-keree 213 clored out his business, regl estate, when the
fir-t Tegro councilmen worz elocted. Howard is =uppozed to be very frienily to
Fegroes and pretended *o groat admiration of my =fforts and often tried to
gel me to come to cee him, But thoe Neogroes do not trust him and advised me not to

Following all cupooredly WCC membors:
s
:7/C. 1. Averott, 309 'outhside, Tuckepes, Ala.
Leon L, Bennott, Box 327, Tuskegee, Ala,
Mr, Boles, Pox 417, Tuskerszs, Ala, ‘
Bob Dawron, 92 N, Maple, Tuskeree, Ala. (cuppored friend of Negross, but might
e ¥now somethins and might talk.)
i W, T, Coerins, Box 608, Tuckerse, Ala,
W, G, Dyson, 301 E, Fouthside, Tuskegee, Ala,
J ¥, Ro-s, 302 S, Blm Street, Tuskeres, Ala,
Howard Ruthsrford, Tuskeree; Ala, -
Harvey Sadler, Box 202, Tuckegee, Ala,
Story Equipment Con,, Tuskegee, Ala.
+ Thomae= C, Story, Rt, 2, Tuskegae, Ala,
John E. Henderson, Bt, 1, Box 182, Tuckssee, Ala.
State Senator Tdwerd ¥, R=ynolds, ® ox 126, Notasulra, Ala.

I. L, &vant, Rt, 2, Uninn Srings, Ala,

. H. Clemants, General Delivery, Notasulrza, Ala.
Charlie lc!fillon, Shortery Ala,
Leonard R, Wileon, Box 947, Jasper, Ala,
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F, C. Thompeon, Box 44, Shortery Ale, _ , v B
Fim-Gidding =197 (or~7)Vorth Meyor, Tucson; Arin. ,/.2,/55%7 (gk§f“”'4”*ﬂ,/”[44“/)
(I don't Ymnou whothar the foresoing, efter State Sen, Reyrolds
are vhite or Nogro, or how or why they cone to subscribe to
the Triturz, Usually whites who are friendly idantify themselves
as cuch,)

Profescional leftiste vho ure the Nogro caure, but who may or may not deserve
my evil suspicions:

The Bradens, the Southorn Patriot, 2210 W, Brosdway (res. 4403 Virginia ave.)
Louisville, Ky, \

i}»
Southern Conforence Fducation Furd, 822 Perdido st., New Orleans, Ia, 70112

Mr, ard Yre, Murry YWemner, 2401 Moreno Dr,, Los Anseles 90039
Fwing G. Portcr, 7370 Rosewood, Los Angeles 3

Atty, Beon Margolis, 3175 W, 6th street, Los Lngeles

John T, Melernan, sama as above

Mre, Sylvia P, Miller, 165 S, Crarze Drive, Los Lrireles 36
My~, ¥adelyn=2 GCerlach, 348 Morwich drive, Los &nreles Q0048
Yr, and Mrs, Hugh Delacy, 6624 Fulton ave., ¥an Muys, @Gs1if.
Henrv Blankfort, 12659 Milbank, Studio City, Calif.

P, €.t If you should wizh any additional information, I will be in Berkeley -
at The Post until Seturday or Sunday, at home for sure Monday,
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