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AIRTEL 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SAVANNAH (44-1768) (P) 

MURKIN 

5/21/68 

AIRMAIL 

Re Atlanta nirtel to Bureau, 5/9/68. 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
SYDNEY J. SMITH: 

AT GLENNVILLE, GA. 

On 5/20/68, Deputy Sheriff FLOYD N. BAXTER, Sheriff's 
Office, Thttnall County, Ga., advised the following: 

GEORGE D. FRANKS, 707 Virginia Avenue, Glonnyillo, 
was known by the name of BASIL FRANKS while living here. FRANKS 
was a salesman for Mascot Pecan Co., Glennville, and before that 
he was with the Western Auto Store. Ho was terminated from his 
sales position with Mascot Pecan Co. about Christmas 1967. FRANKS 
now lives in Ashburn, Ga., and is in the candy sales business 
there. 

Deputy Sheriff BAXTER scanned the photograph of 
JAMES EARL RAY and then stated that FRANKS was not identical to 
RAY. 

On 5/20/68, Mr. HUBERT L. WALKER, 709 Virginia Avenue, 
advised the following: 

3 - Bureau 
iT- Atlanta (44-2386) 
1 - Memphis (44-193) 
2 - Savannah 
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SV 44-1768 

He knew BASIL FRANKS, 707 Virginia Avenue, Glonnvtlle, 
Ga., when FRANKS lived in the house next to hint for about three 
years. FRANKS left Glennvillo at about Christmastime, 1967, 
and is now living and working out of Ashburn, Ga., as a candy 
salesman. 

Mr. WALKER closely inspected the photographs of 
JAMES EARL RAY and declared that PRANKS was not identical to 
RAY. 

LEAD 

ATLANTA DIVISION 

AT ASUBURN, GA. 

Will locate BASIL FRANKS (or GEORGE B. PRANKS) and 
ascertain if he is identical with JAMES FART, RAY, 
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PHILLIPS was impressed by LAMB'S resemblance of 

the published pictures of JAMES EARL RAY. 

Several days after the KING funeral, PHILLIPS re-
ceived a call from a person who identified herself as a 

girl friend of LAMB, named CORA MERRITT, telephone number 

753-9007. This caller advised as follows: 

She was calling to inquire about LAMBTs whereabout:, 

and she called Mrs. PHILLIPS to see if she knew that L3 
used to live at that address. LAMB had told her that ho hz'd 

killed MARTIN LUTHER KING and asked her to hide him.  
he had stolen a white Mustang to do it. The caller s1d hc 
had told her this before news of the white Mustang had ba 
publicized. The caller said she had told a boyfriend by;t 
this and he had in turn told the FBI. 1VThen she was que;tl)'' 

by -the FBI, she denied that LAMB had ever told her th1 1r.c 

she felt that there was nothing to it. LAMB had also  

he had previously stolen a car in Riverdale and had takn 

Spartanburg, North Carolina. 

A boarder, ROGER SESSIONS, has seen a man W1( 

house, which he believes is JAMES EARL RAY. Mrs. PiIi.'- 
seen him also and thinks he resembles the photograP 
also resembles LAMB. It is possible he is LAMB, but 

is not sure. 

The Atlanta Telephone Directory lists 

MERRITT at 1627 Orlando, S. W., Atlanta, GCor5? 

753-9007. 
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