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DECODED COPY 

CJ Racllo ~Teletype 
451AM URGtNT 1/21/69 BJP 

ro DIRECTOR ATLANTA ANO LOS ANGELC:S VIA WASHINGTON 

,./:''>JiCONFtDENTIAl SOUAOE., WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIEABLEINFORMATION 

rN THE PAST, EARNE'.0 ON JANUARY ONE NINE, ltX NINE, THAT A P[RSON, 

WHOM TH[ SO ~E!7Ja~\SJ~E A SEOt\ETARY TO CORETTA KING, TOLD 

STANLEYLE: - S CLO" .,U>V JS..f:0
4 

THAT SHE HAD R£0E I VED A CALL FROM 
'11,, II, j fl) 'J..-0 • JI/-, j' /!JO ~()tl_J_ __ _ 

A MALCOLM DAV WHO CLAIMED TO SE A CORRESPONDENT OF RADIO JAMAICA ', 

AND TH£ BRI fSH BROADCASTING COMPANY fN NEW YORK ClTYo SHE SAID 

DAVIS ADVISED HER THAT HE IS GETTlN8 A TAPE ALLEGEDLY OF A 

CONVERSATION BETWEEN JAMES EARL RAY AND AN UNKNOWN PERSON WHICH 

WAS MADE THREE MONTHS BEFORE-MAR+lN LUTHER KING ',S, ASSASSINATION 

AND WHICH CONTAINS DETAILS OF THE--ASSASStNATIONo SHE SAID THE 

PURPOSE OF DAVIS'S CALL WAS THAT HE DOES NOT WANT TO DISTURB 

CORETTA KING 6ECAU8£ AS A JOBRNALfST HE IS APPRENTLY GOING TO MAKE 

TH IS TAREAVA ILABLE TO THE PUBLIC" AND DESIRED TO GIVE CORETTA <f2_ ►1' 
END PAGE ONE 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to. be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is sugg-ested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems, _ _ 



PAGE TWO 

KING A COPY FOR ER LAWYERS. SHE CONTINUED THAT DAVIS DISCLOSED 

THAT A JOEL/J VY IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFQRNIA., HAS THE TAPE AND WILL 

IT TO HIM. SHE SAID THE TAPE IS SUPPOSED TO DETAILS 

OF A PAYOFF PLANo 

4EVISON ADVISED CORETTA KING 1S SEQAETARY TO CONTACT DAVIS IN° 

A Fl:W DAYS TO SEE 1F HE HAS RECEIVED THE TAPE. HE SA ID THEN SHE 
, _,., < •. 

couto JUDGE OAVtS•S REACTION AND PERHAPS HE, LEVISON, WOULD THEN 

GET INTO THE MATTER. HE SAID HE FELT HE SHOULD NOT INTERVENE AT THE 

PRESENT BECAUSE IT MIGHT UPSET RELATIONS BETWEEN CORETTA KING ANO 

DAVIS IN THE EVENT DAVI , HAS SOMETH-1NG-OF- VALUE. 

THE SOURCE ALSO ARNED THAT LEVIJO~.DISCUSSED THE OFFER OF THE 
,~,~.,.,,,,,_~ 100- •t~ ,..... 

TAPE WITH HARRY WAC EL, ~El YORK CITY ATTORNEY ANO ADVISOR TO 

SCLC. WACHTEL 1S OSITION WAS THAT AS MEMBERS OF THE BAR THEY SHOULD 

NOT GET INVOLVED BECAUS~THEY DID NOT WANT TO BE PUT IN THE POSITION 

OF SUPPRESSING EVIDENCE. HE SAID THEY SHOULD NOT BE PLACED IN THE 

POSITION OF DIGNIFYING THE TAPE BY ENTERING NEGOTIATIONS FOR IT. 

THEY AGREED THAT CORETTA KING 1S SECRETARY SHOULD HANDLE ANY 

NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT WHEN DAVIS SENDS THE TAPE TO CORETTA KING THEY 

WOULD LISTEN TO IT AND TAKE THE NECESSARY ACTION. 

END PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE 

A SECOND CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 

INFORMATION IN THE PAST, tN APRIL srx FOUR DESCRIBED STANLEY 

LE:VISON AS A SECRET MEMBER TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY AS OF JULY SIX 

A THIRD CONFJDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 

INFORMATION IN THE PAST ON DECEMBER FOUR FOUR FURNISHED INFORMATION 

WHICH REVEALED THAT THE NAME HARRY WACHTEL WAS ON A LIST OF NAMES, 

SIGNIFICANCE UNKNOWN, MAINTAINED AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE KINGS 

llU~IMNIRX COUNTY COMMUNIST PARTY, TWO SIX IOURT STREET, BROOKLYN, 

NEW YORKo 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

THE FIRST SOURCE IS NEW YORK THREE EIGHT ONE ZERO DASH S *o 
THE SECOND SOURCE 18 NEW YORK SIX NINE FOUR DASH S *, AND THE 

THIRD SOURCE IS FORMER NEW YORK ONE ONE NINE ZERO DASH S*o 

THIS INFORMATION JS TO BE-~CLASStFIEO "SECRET 8 BECAUSE IT CONTANS 

INFORMATION FROM NEW YORK THREE EIGHT ONE zERO DASH S* ANO BECAUSE 

OF THE INFORMATION FROM NEW YORK SIX NINE FOUR DASH S* USED IN THE 
, 

CHARACTERIZATION F LEVISON. 

FOR THE I ORMATION OF ATLANTA THE PERSON WHO CONTACTED LEVISON 

WAS A FRANDL IS (PHONETIC). 

FOR E INFORMATION OF nos ANGELES, FRAN LUCAS SAID THAT 

MALCOLM DAVIS FURNISHED THE TEEEPHONE NUMBER OF JOEL LEVY (PHONETIC) 

IN CALIFORNIA AS TWO ONE THREE DASH SEVEN EIGHT ONE DASH EIGHT THREE 

THREE TWOo LOS ANGELES 11S REQUESTED TO IDENTIFY JOEL LEVY. 

END 



1/21/69 
PLAINTEXT 

URGENT 

TO: 

FROM: 
se-crrr 

DIRECTOR, l"BI (44-38861 AND l00-438794) 

SAC, NEW YORK (44-493 AND 100-149194) 

MURKIN -CR (00: MEMPHIS) COMINFIL SCLC IS-C 

{00:ATLANTA) }/// r - c,,,I 
L-;r 7 - ? r: \,.;: 

RE NEW YORK TEL ONE TWENTY SIXTY NINE. 

MALCOLM DAVIS, MENTIONED IN RE TEL, RESIDES ONE PORTY 

TWO EAST PORTY NIMIH ST., NYC, AND IS SUBSCRDJBR TO UN­

LISTED TELEPHONE NUMBER PL NINE - SEVEN FIVE FOUR SIX. 

NEW YORK INDICES REPLECT NO IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION. JAMES 

BU'l'LER, VICE COUNSEL, BIRTISH CONSULATE EIGHT FORTY PIVE 

THIRD AVE., NYC, ADVISED MALCOLM DAVIS IS KNOWN TO THEM IS 

FBRMERLY WITH BBC BUT IS NOW A FREE - LANCE WRITER WHO MAKES 

OOCASIONAL TV APPEARANCES WHENEVER THERE IS NEED FOR PERSON 

Wl'1'H PRONOUNCED BRITISH ACCENT. 

AIR MAIL C2£IIS SENT ATLANTA, MEMPHIS AND LOS ANGELES. 
/2J.. At~~:: 'c ~> c;:t ,o 80, "' - 1t; .. 171 x, bs 2.. z t.J bE F'"' , re. 
'-t- Memphis {AM} (RM) 
1- Los Angeles {AM) {RM) 
1- New York 

JPOC:tf 
(5) 

1- Supv. 143 
~i -c;/\_j~£_6 -:_;2 If/ 

.IND" ; w, -­
c; 
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below} 

- .,Life' Called Key-­
To Ray Informing 

I 

. By PHILIP GAILEY 
Willi:atn Bradford Huie, the authorized biographer of James 

Earl Ray, said Sundaiy night the government's only chance of · 
"turning Ray into an informer" is to promise him a life sen-

. tence instead of death if he is convicted of the murder of the 
late Martin Luther King Jr. 

Huie, the not- Martin Luther King," ~e aUlthor 
e d Alabama said. 
author who pur- Huie pred1cted that ~ will 
chased exclu- be fu11tiher postponemenits in the 
sive rights to Ray tr~al. 
R~y's st? r Y, Huie s1aid he made a deal witih 
s~id ?e belleves Hay's firs,t attorney, Arthur 
K_mg s . a s s a _so Haines, in London to pay for 
s i n a t i O n . m the cos1t of Vhe trial in return 
M e m Phis, for exc!USlive rights to Ray's 
Tenn., 1 a s t sitocy 
April 4 was a "R. h d r d 

w. ~- Huie "c O n s piracy" ay a . a~co~p ices an 
and that Riay's testimony is my only o~Jeot1ve is,, to m,a~e 
needed to solve the case. a case,agial!lSlt them, he_ s,ai1d. 

"It has been very frustratmg so 
"The only cihanc-e of turning :Faa-. We need Ray to sign sitaite­

Ray into an informer is to menits on wlho ms accomplices 
promise to commute his death were." . 
sentence," Huie said. "Short of Haines acted as a go-between. 
that, I don't think he'll ever for Huie and Ray, taking Huie's· 
become a government witness." questions into Ray's cell. ·.a· nl. 
WANTED VIOLENCE? bringing out his answers. , 

Huie made his remarks in an FOUND MAP . , 
address to the Abe Goldstein Huie said the Federal Burea 
Hu,man Relations Award Ban- of Investigation was .able .. to 
.quet of the Anti-Defamation identify Ray by a map he' left 
League of B'nai B'rith at the in Atlanta. The map.bore one;of 
Progressive Club. Atlanta Rabbi Ray's fingerprints, Huie.said/ 
Jarob M. Iw~hoohild of The He said people who are'kriown 
Temple was recipient of the to have seen Ray 1n Atlanta and 
award for his contribution to other parts of the countJ;y are 
human relations. refusing to talk because they 

The Alabama writer s a i d fear getting involved. , I 
there are reasons to believe "There is a deplorable but un- : 
King's murder may· have been derstandable reluctance in this 
a conmi,racy betweert. white and country to get involved in this 

"t' . • case," Huie declared, 
,egro elements !n this c_oun~ry He said the country has 
who had _hoped ~IS assa.ssinati?P, learned a "sad lesson" from 
\\'.ould trigger widespread racial the ratial crimes committed in 
violence. the South. "The only way to find 

"When Ki111g led the Selma out what happened in these 
Mardh in 1965 he- thougth,t the planned. racial cri!U(\S is to pay 

_ _ DD}y cta.n,_i• tii1 . • ·cam.. e for. t.he inf.·· ormation," .Huie said. 
-~~ · , .. '· ,,, ·• · " · l)mre t<t and the f al gov. 

said. · ''But in 1968 he realired ernm · •. 
tillM 1lbere "were' Wih~ am PAY WITNESSES 
blacks who wanted to use his He continued: "The only way 
death ,fur furtlher racial divi- we in a free society can deal 
sian." · with these conspiracies is to pay 
PEAK IN 1965 witnesses and buy evidence. The 

He said .· die hate directed victims a~ dead and the only 
against King reached its peak other persons knowing anything 
in 1965---three yeoos before his about it are the ones involved." 
aissassmaition. 

"They killed b,jm....not booause 
they baited him-'-but to cause 
\flrouible," Huie said. 

Huie siaid he believes the King 
murder was planned at least 
eig1ht montJhs in advance and 
~ _mosLoUhe,i!fDe¥J~ 
nancmg the consJlm'acy came 
:from ttie sWe of Louisi!am. 

Huie said he will es!IJabliSlh 
l!Jhese trunigs in bis account of 
the murder in a national maga­
zine. His book on lflhe King mur­
der, "They Slew 11he Dreamer," 
:is sd1eduled to be published next 
Maroh, 1he IilOOit1h 1he Ray trial 
:is slated to · begin. The trial, 
origi.nially selt · for lasit Novem­
be,r, was ~ed after Ray 
changed attorneys. 
PUBLISH ALL , 

"I pfam to publish before the 
t r i a I evezyfilliing publmaible 
albout the conspiracy to kill 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

_fg. 2, ATLANTA 
CONSTTTTTTTI!ON 

Date: 12 /2/68 
Edition: 

Author: Ph i_l ip Gailey 
Editor: Reg Murphy 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

CR 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: 

0 Being Investigated 



' FD.-3SO· (Rev. 7-l6-63t 

n~cGiLL 
Ray .. King 
Case 'Rzunors' 

Percy Foreman, attorney for 
James Earl Rciy, who is 
charged with the assassination 

of Dr. Martin 
L LI the r King, 
se~mingiy was 
in a somewhat 
petulant mood 
after a recent 

~! court argument 
2: in w h i ch he 
f failed to obtain 
I• f u r t h e :r 
t P o s tpone1m,dt 
1 of the Ray case. 

· t ,, , The date set is 
March 3. I 

T?e Texan also was quoted as 
saymg he had requested-and 
fa1lcd to obtain---all the FBI 

1 files on the murdered civil 
rights leader. He understood he 
said_, that "it," the file, ;ays 
that for two years before the 
April killing by rifle fire there 
"'.as a "squad of FBI agents as­
signed to prevent the assassina­
tion of Dr_ King_". 

One may be sure there was rio 
such squad. The FBI investi­
gates. It probably had agents at 
many_ of Dr. King's meetings, 
especially those where threats 
were involved, to check out 
characters known to be psy­
chotic, "wanted" persons and 
those considered dangerous. But 
the _FBI is not in the "guarding" 
busmess and no evidence exists 
that Dr. King was so watched 
over by a squad of agents as­
signed to him .. .._ __ _ 

'. llnf ounrledr-Ru,_. No o~e. ,9utsidc Jhe 'FBI now 
There was one flurry 11mcb . }}as amc1alor-:ai~tailed knowl­

rumors some years ago ... a tdge· ot what ev1_dence has been 
group which had invib!I Dr:. , gathered. There 1s general belief 
King to speak, in trying teaiise am?ng newsmen who have been 

: money for the occaSBllll\, in- . asSlgned to the case that the 
1 formed its memb(!rs that._- . FBl has done . a superb job. 
; pcnses would be great \lmalse Enough of the evidence was pro- -

I
, of the FBI men with Dr. liir(.: I duced as: a part of the legal pro­

recall that this was checbileut cedures necessary to. extrad_ite 
, and Dr. King reportedif mid .Ray from London _to give a hint I:-:-----'--------.;.. 

there was nothing to theste: of how much tne FBI had tnd1cate page, name of 
ment and that he was mlar- learned.. ,ewspaper, city and state,) 

I 
rassed by it. Some of ustaff It w~d seem, from that and 
likely would recall the Mils. 0ther _driblets_ of news, that the 
At any rate, it is out ti such FBI did a _typically first rate job 
thinrrs that unfounded nmors on the evidence left by Ray in -
flou~ish. an Atlan_ta rooming house. Abo, 

Mr. Foreman ,vill certaily be we~ delrneated are, Ray's jour­
entitled to any FBI files tat re- n~y"!gs . b~fore ima after Dr. 
late to the investigation,{ tne l(mg s dea~h. -,'THE ATLANTA 
assassination of Dr. King.Rm to AU agents who worked on the JOT J 11 
ask for the total file, \\;ill: any ca~e a~ the tot~l files :elev::m! • · JR1'.AL 
details unrelated to the s.,ting to it will be readily available ti, 
and investigation of it, is mr.eal- the defense. . . .· 
istic. This sort of thie was Rumor m~lls will, of course\ 

ATLANTA,GA. 

!tried during the days or• late . busy durmg the case. There 
, Joe McCarthy investpjens. ,m_ay b~ efforts to smear Dr. 

· The FBI then and in tl8lr in- King mth all the calumny and -

1 stances has withheld ils "'raw" :tred ~u!lg ~t. him in life, al-
files. Such files, of co~often ;hough 1t ts difficult to see how 
contain crackpot letters., Jhony es~ smears would be made __ 
h I. . -~ idmissable 

c &rges, ma 1c10us au:aa,ons, Th t • 1· . and many other items IJllf are . e r!a JUd~e may well be 
part of any investipliln. It a~d WI(? rulmgs to prevent 
would be highly impra,m and m tactics. The small court --
without legal precedent • 1 e- 'Oom more and more seems 
l 

· l h_. ~ · asset :,..---,,, 
ease any mater al t .. • not • 

directly related to the kiJlirg. 

F.B.l. Witness 
The FBI can, of cour~,malre 

reply to a query as to waller 
it did, indeed, as Mr. Fnlnan 
reportedly "heard," ·maiirllin at 
squad of agents with Dr.liilg to 

1 

prevent his assassinatia The f 
answer, one may be ·SUIII;. will 
be no. The FBI does not]IIIWide 
guards. Its agents who lll>Car 
as witnesses will, of <:<araR, be 
subject to cross-examin!ililt; as. 
are all witnesses. The Iii£ of 
Tennessee will conduct lllrtrial 
-not the FBI or the laderat 
go_v_ernment.-----

r 
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FRI.LOS ANG 

905PM DEFERRED 1/21/69 BCD 

TO DIRECTOR (44-3i:7?61), ATLANTA, AND NEW YCRK 

FROM LOS A\JGELES (44-1574) 2P 

R[ NY TEL, JAMUARY TWFMTY LAST. 

FILE' 

CONTAI~1S \lQ DEROGATORY PJFOR~•1ATICN. 

REGARD! NG JOEL LEVY, LOS A :'JG!?L:::S I NDIC-;3, ~ECC'RDS L~,PD, 

LASO, LCS A~WZLES R~11 CA, \JlZGATIV~. 

Stfl!(CHED ............... INDEXED ................. . 
itRIALIZED ......... ._.. .. ,FILED ......... , ........... , 

l f\ n 9 11".'~Q . ~ . ' '· l :,:, l,,.1 ....... 
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LA rtiURK'r N 

UACE, NO FURTHER ACTION PEING TAKEN AT LOS ANG~LES. 

BUREAU REQUESTED TO ADVISE IF" LARG?NT TO BE PHERVIEWE:D 

REGARD! NG KNOWLEDGE: OF JC'EL LEVY. 

END 

FBI ATLANTA' 
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Abernathy Backs 
Def ender of Ray 

By HARMON PERRY 
The president of the Southern Christian Leadership Con{er­

ence (SCLC) said Thursday he has absolute confidence in the 
judgment and integrity of another SCLC official who has offered 
to defend the accused killer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

'l'he Rev. Ralph Abernathy i . · 
said what the Rev. James Bevel defend_ a man accused of murd_er 
is trying to do is "~iov~ non- and wishes not. t,~ reveal details 
violence into a new dimension of that defense, the Rev. Mr. 
of American life." Abernathy went on. 

The Rev. Mr .. Bevel said early "The Ainer!can pu?lic must 
this week in Philadelphia that have all the mformatlon about 
he wotild defend James Earl the guilt for this murder," he 
Ray, who goes on trial in March said. "If a conspiracy exists,I 
for the April 4 fataf shooting of and I believe .it does-it musJ, 
Dr. King in Memphis. be fully exposect. · · :/ 

The Rev. Mr. Bevel said he "Going bey'.md a conspiracy) 
did not believe Ray is guilty Americans must understand that 
and would defend him free of broader guilt exists in a society 
·charge. · which has been killing off its ., 

"Rev. Bevel is speaking to best young leaders, including _ 
the real issue," the Rev. Mr. President John F. Kennedy, 
Abernathy said Thursday in a Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, Rob­
statement issued in the Baha- ert F. Kennedy and Dr. King. 
mas but released by SCLC head- · 
quarters in Atlanta. The Rev. "IT WILL BE well for the 
Mr. Abernathy is in the Ba- American people to seek the jus­
hamas to recuperate from a tice which Dr. King worked for 
recent bout with pneumonia. rather than killing Ray," the· 

Rev. Mr. Abernathy said. 
THE REV. Mr. Abernathy The SCLC president, who took 

said the issue is not who killed . over the reins of the organiza­
Dr. King but rather "what killed · tion after Dr. King was slain, 
hi.1}1." ,, · said he has known the Rev. Mr. .{ 

"Rev .. Bevel has offered to I Bevel for eight years as an "out- I 
standing strategist and organiz- I J­
er in the nonviolent movement." t 

"I have absolute confidence 
in his judgment and integrity," 
the Rev. Mr. Ab'irt1'i'ITTnf'said. t. 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, clty and state.) 
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In Reply, Pl«ue Refer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
January 21, 1969 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

Philadelphia news media on January 19, 1969, carried 
information that the Reverend JAMES BEVEL, Southern Christian 
Leadership Council of Philadelphia, Pa., sent a telegram to 
JAMES EARL RAY stating RAY did not kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING and BEVEL, who was present at KING's death, offered to 
testify in RAY's behalf. 

On January 19, 1969, BEVEL appeared on WCAU-TV, 3 
Philadelphia, special news program during the half-time of 
the National Football League All-Star Game, stating that he 
had evidence that JAMES EARL RAY did not kill MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. BEVEL refused to divulge his evidentiary informatior 
but offered to defend RAY in court though he (BEVEL) was not a 
licensed attorney, but was learned in the law and .had had much 
experience in defending cases in the courts. BEVEL said he 
analized all the facts and concluded RAY was not guilty. 

BEVEL said he was speaking for his friends in SCLC 
including the Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY. 

The television interview said that an unnamed 
official of the SCLC in Atlanta, Ga., had told WCAU-TV that 
BEVEL has been under pressure and wasspeaking for himself, 
not SCLC. 

The following is a verbatim tape transcription of 
the KYW Television news, 11 p.m., January 19, 1969: 

Eleven o'clock report in color with BERT ROSELL 
and the eyewitness news team. 

ROSELL: Good evening. There is a bizarre twist of 
events today in the case of JAMES EARL RAY. 
RAY is accused of killing Dr. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR., and goes on trial in Memphis, Tenn., 

March 3, The Reverend JAMES BEVEL is Di~,:::,: °fi~;;,t/JR:)_j 
SER/ALJz:::o--·-·-----. Ir::; ··--

-------·---.. Fi .. , J /1 ~./ ,-) ,, 
fl; f ,· { ( 70::'J-

FBJ • vu -
~ATL ·rA 



JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

Education and Direction Action for the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). He was with KING when the 
civil rights leader was gunned down. BEVEL says that RAY 
is innocent and has offered to serve as RAY's attorney, free 
of charge. I talked to BEVEL this afternoon at his Phila­
delphia headquarters. 

ROSELL: Reverend, how do you know that he is not 
guilty? 

BEVEL: Well, in terms of gathering evidence, being 
present, studying the whole problem of men 
being murdered, how it is done, from 

all the logical conclusion and evidence that I have gathered 
my conclusion, based on the knowledge, in terms we built it 
to experience, knowledge to the sense that the five senses 
and even the sixth sense, my conclusion is that JAMES EARL 
RAY did not kill Dr. KING. 

ROSELL: What evidence do you have to support your 
conclusions that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent? 

BEVEL: Well, I would not like to get into my 
evidence and my information in terms of 
that because if he asks me to take the case, 

and I don't know whether he will or not, for me to give 
that information now would not be to his advantage. 

ROSELL: Why have you held back this long in offering 
your services and proclaiming the innocence 
of JAMES EARL RAY? 

BEVEL: Well, I don't know, probably because I 
have never (pause) I was involved in 
developing as I am now, because I was in 

a movement here in Philadelphia and I just haven't thought 
in terms of offering this free kind of service to him. 
When I started thinking about this particular predicament, 
then I thought about ••••••••• 

- 2 -



JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

The following is an interview of Reverend JAMES 
BEVEL by JAY SILVA, over television station WCAU, Philadelphia. 
This is the local CBS affiliate. The announcer was RON 
MILLER. The person interviewing BEVEL was JAY SILVA. 

MILLER: Reverend JAMES BEVEL of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) says he will keep 
the evidence he has which he says would prove 

that JAMES EARL RAY did not assassinate Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, if 
RAY does not accept BEVEL's offer of legal representation. 
Reverend BEVEL sent a telegram to RAY yesterday offering to 
represent him in court without a fee. The telegram added, 
"I was present on April 4th at the Lorraine Motel when Dr. 
KING died. You have been accused of murdering him; of course, 
I know you aren't guilty." Today, newsman JAY SILVA asked 
Reverend BEVEL about the proof he says he has concerning 
RAY's innocence. 

BEVEL: Number one, based on the evidence that I have in 
terms of the incident that took place and based 
on the opinion of all of my friends, I don't 

. have a friend that I know that thinks that he did it. I thought 
(inaudible) that the man is not guilty and have come to my 
conclusions, and based on my evidence. 

SILVA: What specifically is the evidence that leads you 
to this conclusion? 

BEVEL: At this time, I don't want to tell about that 
because if I was going to defend him, you see, then 
I would have to present that information to the 

jury. So, I would not go into the details of my evidence at this 
time because I would have to deal with that with the jury. 

SILVA: You say that you have specific evidence that shows 
JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN 
LUTHER KING. 

BEVEL: Mhm. 

SILVA: Then, do you have any idea who did, that shows 
JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN 
LUTHER KING? 

- 3 -



JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 2 JR. - VICTIM 

BEVEL: Mhm. 

SILVA: Well then, do you have any idea who did? 

BEVEL: Now, I am not a district attorney. It is the 
responsibility of the district attorney to find 
out who killed people. And it is the responsibility 

of the defense attorney to prove that a particular person is not 
guilty. So that, in the way the courts work, it is never the 
responsibility of the defense attorney to prove who did kill 
someone. It is his job to defend the person who has been accused, 
that they are not guilty. 

SILVA: You said you would defend JAMES EARL RAY without 
any fee. Are you a lawyer? 

BEVEL: No, I am not a licensed lawyer. I have handled 
cases in court for the last few years. I have been 
in court quite a bit and I have handled most of my 

cases. The other thing is that I do know the law. 

SILVA: The one thing that intrigues is, why have you held 
back this infornation for so long? 

BEVEL: Well, number one, I hadn't thought about offering 
him my services. Now, the reason I, like I said, when 
you bind information together then you can come to 

conclusions. The first I said, he is not guilty. The next 
tning I said, he needs a good lawyer. He needs the best lawyer 
that the country can afford. And, of course, that means a 
lawyer who has knowledge enough in that situation and who knows 
the law. He needs a lawyer that can convince the jury that he 
is not guilty. And that's why I offered him my services, because 
I was interested in his having the best possible lawyer with the 
maximum amount of knowledge in law to defend him before the 
jury, because the jury and the country p~etty much has 
resigned the motion that the man is guilty and they are just 
waiting to have a lynching party with him, you know. It is 
very difficult at this point considering the emotional attach­
ment to Dr. KING that most people had, to have a fair trial. 

SILVA: Do you speak for yourself on this issue? 

- 4, -



JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 2 JR. - VICTIM 

BEVEL: For my friends? Ah, yes, my friends, RUTH 
BASCOMBE, BEVERLY ERIC, REVEREND SHEPPARD, 
DU BRADY,REVEREND ABERNATHY, MRS. ABERNATHY, 
MRS. KING, ANDY YOUNG. 

SILVA: Do you say Reverend ABERNATHY agrees with you? 
You said your friends come to the same conclusion 
as you have. 

BEVEL: I don't have any friends who ever told me that 
EARL RAY was guilty. 

SILVA: So, inasfar as you know, Reverend ABERNATHY 
agrees with you. 

BEVEL: Certainly, in terms of his position on him and I 
just talked to BERNARD LOVIER who is our Program 
Director and I pointed out that if RAY would give 

me the case, he would help me to do a lot of the research and 
defend him. 

MILLER: In Atlanta, Georgia, a spokesman for the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference said he, Reverend 
BEVEL, has been under a lot of pressure recently, 

Since Dr. KING's death he has gone into a deep depression 
and if he sent the telegram, he is speaking for himself. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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FBI 

Date: l/21/lt 

I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 

Transmit the following in ----------------,------,----------111 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via ___ A_IR_T_E_L __ _ REGISTEUD NAIL : 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
To: Director, FBI ATTENTION: 

From: SAC, PHILADELPHIA 
(&Jlt-1318) 

[=ii CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
(C) GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 

D DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 
Subject: MURKIN 

[xl CR DEL D VRA-65 D CRA--64 
□ PA OPE DPF 

DBM DBM-Threats □Racial Matters 
D Klan D Organization 

Summary of Complaint: 

Raytela 1/11/&i. 

Enclosed for the lureau are three oopiea of a 
self-explanatory LHM. Into copies furniahed Meaphia and 
Atlanta. 

aureau (Enc. 3) (RM) 
Memphis (Enc. 2) (RM) 
A'tl4nta (Enc. 1) (RM) 
Philadelphia 
l - tt-.~·1361 

\ i 
\ 

l - l00-•719~ (SCLC) 
JRW/JBK ' ' .o ·~ t 

. /J·,.,,··~.t ! 

ji.,.Y .Y " ,t t I i (8) m1 jll i:--· .,-, , (.;r 

l"1 .t.• J, ... l~· ,,,· t" ~-1 
ACTION: UACB: t, , I 

[i] No further action being taken and 
• Ci] LHM enclosed ~ Copy furnished to USA ,--'f~..-.-----

0 LHM being subm1 ted ., (/J' .. _ .. "" .... ,· -·, .. x~f.. > Q""' 
D Report being submitted ' · ·· d :>o t:7•c;./ -,_.-u 

□ Preliminary investigation instituted '\. ~~: __ 
D Limited investigation instituted ·-, ~. s::i: · 

Approved: _________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 



WF 1923-PRI advised l/l~/G8 that Reverend JAMES BEVEL 
•'t a.n SCLC meeting recently held at Fl"opore, S .. c., wan'ted the 
Reverend RALPU ASE.RN.ATHY of SCLC to step down in favor of the 
Reverend JESSE JACKSON .. WF 1928-PRI also said BEVEL was returning 
to Philadelphia to create a furor in ti,e next four to six aon'ths * 
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FBI ATLANTA 

FBI vJASH DC 

527PM U~GENT 1-29-68 BGM 

TO ATLANTA 44-2386 

FROM DIRECTO~ 44-38861 IP 

M Uri:KL·J 

A;~TIGLE IN "THE ~·JA;jHINGTON PO.ST" NEt·JSPA?EK TODAY QUOTES 

REVEREND ~ALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, HEAD OF SOUTHERN CHRJ~TIAN 

LEADER SH Ip co;.JF'Ei<ENCE ( SCLC) IN A NEL•)S CONFEREi\lCE AS 

INDICATING A CO;\)SPIRACY EXISTS IN THE ASSISSINATION OF' 

MA~TIN LUTHER KING, J~ CASSASSINATIO~ APRIL FOUR, NINETEEN 

S I X T t - EI GH T) • 

YOU SHOULD IMM~DIATELY INTE~VIEW kEVE~END ABERNATHY 

FOH DETAILS OF Ai..JY INF'Or~MATION HE POSSESSES, HIS SOU~CE OF 

INFORMATION, AND CONDUCT ALL NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO 

THOROUGHLY RESOLVE THIS MATTEri AS WELL AS ANY INFORMATION 

STEMMING FROM INTERVIEW OF REVEREND ABERNATHY. KEEP BU~EAU 

FULLY INFORMED OF ALL DEV~LOPMENTS. AIRMAIL COPY SENT 

3 

;,-J EM PH I .S. )f-1/- ;;,3g~ -;l/9?, 
SEARCHED ___ INDEXED-

SAT 
SERIALIZEO _____ flLED--

JAN291969 
FBI ATLA'.\JTA • TA 



10 DDIICl'a (44,,r.1Wl) 

notl I ('4i-1NT) ...... '-\ "\ 
' 

Olr a.. twmtJOIII, ■Dl&I•, a 1ml .,.._ BIGft a 

AWIIID Tlil'I ·-•• 01' -••• GlalftJU l, ... IIIIP 
(IN'&C), &GCa11M111D n YOUa 11ALS •ao, eaa1c wa, 

Nlmc.T t/11 IIIIRIII, .. U IIDLOILIIUA, PA., Olla (JIii) 

, l&C ... , .. ••-• Aa (JJIJ) nmB (PIDDIIC), 

i,aaa eADI- •-- or WIIDIIAL CODDlCf OI' CIOaltlU 

•• cm■acar, - 1• 111111111•, Tm. • mar a•n naw1••-• 
Hnfllnll. ••• CLlDID l'O ll&ft 

.u. ... n ftUlllW, armwi:a, oa Dllml ILOCII OY ..... WOIA 

U1II all8 SUL IA1''8 Affl.18BI, PJIIICY ·. , •• LATD ftBM■ ..... ,.. ... , f , { • .j 

••••• Nf& OALlrD­

AT IIDOII • IJIYl'ID 

AT CLADOIIII t•PY A• CIIIICII .. 

ft aTIGll&L eoaJICIL • Cll8I.Cllla 

1118-WIJIID -- , BIii mTI• 1• IIIIIIIIU. Nt& c:s.ADl8 

TlllT U Bl Ollfl- U M'f' I I ta uw• lllnD UIW 

i i . 
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PAGE TWO 

PBBSIDEMT, UV. RALPH ABER.KATHY, IS ALSO (X)JfVINCBl> OF RAY'S 

IlOCOCBBCE. HI UPVSBD TO FURl'fISH THE BASIS FOB HIS STATEDJITS, 

OTBD THAN TO CLAIM BB BAD "PROPHETIC POWERS." BEVEL ADDED 

THAT HIS CONVICl'IONS REGARDllfG RAY'S ItflfOCOCE BAD BEEN DISCUSSED 

BY HIM WITH AIOOUIATHY AND O'l'HD SCLC LEADERS AT A RECDT SCLC 

RETREAT IN soura CAROLI&\ AND BB BAD CONVINCED TflBM BE BAD PROOF 

OF BAY'S INKOCENCE, INDICATING THAT HE 18 MAKIXG THESE CBl&GES 

WITH ACQUIBSCEHCK OF SCLC LEADERS. 

AIR MAIL COPIES TO ATLANTA AND PBJLADELPBIA. 

EIID 

-2-
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FBI ATLA rJTA . ' 
3:55 P~ URGENT l /30/69 SAT 

TO DIRECTOR 44.:.3gf6l AND MEMPHIS 

.FROM ATLANTA 44-2386 

RE BUREAU TEL TO ATLANTP, JM~. T'JJENTYNPlF, SIXTYMH1E. 

APPOINTMENT 

ABE:RNti THY. 

ARRIVED AT 

1
11/1,S :'!JADE THIS DATE FOR Il\!TERVIE:W WITJ-l REV. RALPH 

1

~ 

'•!HEN SA 'S .o. ~ICHARD HM,,,ILTO\J AND ARTHUR L. MURTAGH_: 

SCLC HEADQUARTERS, ABERit~THY'S SECRETARY ADVISED HE-~ 
! 

Wt1S NOT IN BUT SHE WOULD CCHJTACT HIM ON TH5: TELEPHOi'117 • SA 

HAMILTON TELEPHONICALLY TALKED WITµ ABEP~AT4Y WHO APOLOGIZED 

' 
F'OR BZHlG mJAELE TO KEEP THE APP01r11r1ir;:;n P'1D SAID HE WAS "VISITING 

THE SI CJ<" • 

ABERN,O.THY ADVISE;D CONCER~.lPJG HIS C-:TATF!'11 !::t11T TC THE PRESS T4AT .A 

CCrJ3PIRACY EXISTS IN THE A;3SAS.5I':l.f\TIO:~ ('17 ,.,~q1n1 LUTHEP VP.JG, ~R.,. 

THAT !:!~AT ~F ,t;,CTUALLY STATED \IAS Pl VI~r,.r CF THE ASSASSINfl,TIONS- OF 

r11 ARTPJ LLJT!.{ER KI\18, J?., T'--l'fPE 1~0ULD BE A~J INDICATION TO HIM 

. j 



'. 
. THAT THERE MAY BE A CONSPIRACY Afl"fONG THE .. FORCES OF EVIL" TO 

I • 

DO A,WAY WITH A~Y YOUNG "MILITANT" WH0 STffJDS, F"OR RIGHTEOUSNESS.~.--

ABER NA THY STA TED HE HAS NO EVI DENCE NOR HAS HF MEARD F'RQM A NY 

SOURCE ANY SPECIFIC INFORMATION THAT A CONSPIRACY EXISTS 

IN THIS MATTER. HE ADVISED THAT THE STATEMENT !'rt'ADE "TO THE 

PRESS CONCERNING A CONSPIRACY CONCER~JED THF ASSASSINATIONS OF' 

ALL THE ABOVE MEN. 

ABERN~IHY ADVISED THAT SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, REV. JAMES LAWSON, 

WAS HIS UNDERST,➔ rmING THP,T THS D6Y PRIOR ~TO THE ASSAS~INATION 

OF KING, TWO MEG:10 FIR':'MEN WHO ':JORl{E7'D p1 THE:' FIRE STATION ACROSS 

THE STREET FRO¥ THE MOTEL WH~R: KINS WAS KILLFD WEP~ MOVED, 

LEA VI NG S0'1E UNf'tiA rH,lED FIRE E'QUIPr,:E NT. P,CC ORDI "JG TD LAWS ON, 

'THE Y,,JO 'vESRO FIRJif,1EN i,,!ERE r1cvs-c TO FIRE STATIONS WHICH WERE 

-ALREADY FULLY f~A~i~)ED AND CQ 1._!IPPEV. P.LSO ACCOF't-P1S TO LAWSON, 

A NEGRO POLIC£~AN JHO WORKED T~l 8FAT WHICH INCLUDED TH~ 

THE DAY KI~S WAS KILLED. 



\, \ 
c~:i;"'·'•c 

CER:NINtt UNIDE!'\)TIF.IEDRADIO CALLS WHICH DIVERTED A SEARCH 

FOR A '!JHI TE f'IUS'TANG LEADS HIM TO BELIEVE' THAT THERE MAY, BE 

A CONSP,IRACY IN THIS MATTER. , 

END 

p 

SDC 

FBI MEMPHIS 

TU 

ERT FBI JASY CC 

I, 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Geoqta 

.Januey 31 , 1969 

ASSASSDATIOII 0, 
DR. IIAJQ'Df LVDlBR EDIO, 
AT UIIPBl81._!J'll'USEE 
_APB....,..· ... IL ....... ;i& .... ,,g.....,.,;1..,.BH ... , .... -------·-

Tb8 Jaawu:7 29, 1168, edition of ''The 1faab.1Jlgloa Poat" 
aenpaper coataiaod aa article wb.1cb quoied &ev. Balph llllYid 
Aberaatby, .Prealdent of the Southera Cbriatiaa Leadership 
Coa.tereace, •• indicattac ta a aen coafereace that a coaapiracy 
exists with regard to the aaaauiantioa of Dr. llllrtla Latner 
Uq, Jr. 

oa January 30, 1981, Dav. Abernathy ns interY1ewe4 
by a Special Agent of the PBI at Atlanta, Georgia, aad the 
renlta are set forth on the fo11ow1q page, 

Tille docuunt contaias neither reC01111endatioas nor 
conelusiou of the FBI. It ls the propert:, ot the FBI aad is 
loaaed to your apac7; 11. and 1ta contents are not to be dio­
tributed outside your agency. 

c-.li. - Bureau (RM) 2 - Aiemohl s (Ym) 
1 \_ Atlanta (44-2386) (t)' 

~ oRH: vsc 
( 8) ' ' ., __ 



,.~~~~-:~~-;~:·~::·· ~l- - ·~ . 

F0-302 fRev. 4• 15-64) 

ft 
t 

Dat~. __ J_a_n-'-u_a_ry __ 3_l_,_· ....;.1_9_6_9_· _ 

Rev. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership.Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, N. E., 
Atlanta> Georgia, telephonically advised with regards to his 
.statement to the press, which was·quoted in "The Washington 
Post" newspaper, Washington, D. c., on January 29, 1969., that 
what he told the press was that he believed in view of·the 
assassiantions of President JOfilf F. KENNEDY, ROBERT F;·DNNEDY, 
MEDGAR EVERS and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., there. would be an 
indication to him that there may be a conspiracy among the 
forces of evil to do away with any young militant who-Stands 
for righteousness. Rev. ABEffl'{ATHY advised that he has .. no 
specific information or other evidence tha.t a· conspiracy exists 
with respect to the specific assassination of Dr. KING._He 
advised that the statement made to the press on January 29, 
1969, in which he reterred to a conspiracy concerned the 
assassination of all of the above-mentioned persons. In regard 
to those assassinations he made it clear he has no evidence 
indicating a conspiracy and it is only his belief or fear on 
his part -that such a conspiracy does exist:, · He state·d he bas 
no idea what individuals or forces would be involved in such a_, 
conspiracy. 

Rev. ABERNATHY advised that several months ago Rev. 
JAMES LAWSON, Minister of the Centenary Methodist Church at . 
Memphis, Tennessee, told him, Rev. ABER.i.~ATHY, that it was Rev. 
I,AWSONts understanding that the day before the assassination 
of Dr. KIJ:{G, two Megro firemen, who had been assigned to the 
fi1•e station across the street from the motel where Dr. KING 
was killed, were moved to another fire station. According to 
Rev. LAWSON that move left the fire station unmanned and they 
were moved to a station which was already fully manned and 

- equipped. Also according to Rev. L.4,WEON, a llegro policeman, 
who worked the beat which included the raotel where Dr:- KING was 
killed, was moved off of that beat t h e - cl-_ a y. Dr. KING was 
killed, April 4, 1968, but prior to the killing. 

On 1/30/69 at _ ____,A ... t .... J .... n ......... u .... t .... a"T,-G.....,e ... o-r-t:,g ... 1.-a..._ ___ File# Atlanta 44-2386. 

,J 

by SA O.· RICHARD r:JnHil.i'GN•;>;----+2-v"/.i,;;ScHC----Date dictoted __ __,,,l~/=3=1 ..... /-"-6-'--9 __ _ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency; 
it ond its contents ore not lo be distributed outside your agency: 
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1/31/ft 

TO: DlUC'l'Oft' J'BJ 

DUD 

Re Atlanta teletype to d Jleaphis dated 
1 /30/69, a.:1d Bureau telephone call nta, 1/30/69. 

Enclosed for the Bureau a.re five (5) copies of LIDl and 
to ae-.phia are two (2) c:opiu of LIDI captioaed "ASSASSDIATI<lf OF 
DB. URTDI LUTB:iil DllG, JR. , AT &.Ulll8, T.llfXESSU, AnlL 4 t 1968" • 

3 - Bureau (Enc. a) (JUI) 
2 - lile~phia (Enc. 2) (ml) 

, a 1
- .Atlaata 

- OD:vse 
(1) ., :.--

(;/(/,:Jy(,r ·{ 
I i 



AIBTIL 

TO: D IJUICTOll, FBI 

ftQII: SAC, mPBIS 

SUBJ.&r:r: IIUBX:llf 

00: -

1/31/61 
PLAIJIT.11.'T 

(44-38861) 

('4-1987) (P) 3 
Re Atlanta teleype to Bureau, 1/30/69, concerning 

tile interview of lleYerellcl ULPB ABIRIQTHY, SCLC 
Beadquarten. Atlanta, Georgia. 

The Nl8ulta ot tile in-tiption conducted 
by the "'"-Phi• DiYision ta regard to tile reference 
of ABIRllATBY re Ci tiseM - radio tralle■i.eaioaa 
and the reaoYal of Jiep-o t1r.aen aad polic ... n fro• the 
1..ecliate a.-.a of tbe LorralH llotel abortl7 prior 
to the abootiaa of Dr. IIAITDf LUTBIR ICIJIG, JR., 
were forwarded to the Dur•u by M•ptd• airtela to tile 
Bureau dated 7/29/68 and 11/21/68. 

Tile only it- -ntione<I by ABIBIIATBY that 
has aot been fully expla1ne4 to tbe Bureau is 
tile fact tbat Rfferend J'AIIIS LA'ISOB, ... pllia, actviaed 
ABIRKATRY tllat a ••cro pollc ... D who worked the 
beat which i11eludecl the aotel wbere Dr. X.DG -
killed ... IIIOVN off that beat tile.,. ICllfG - killed. 

On 1/31/69• Lt. I. H. AJUCIR, Intellipnce 
Unit, lleapbia PD, adYiaed tlult the Jlellplaia PD 
doea not •1ntain any officers on a "•lklq beat" other 

,~Bureau 
----~•nta ( 44-1386) I1fJ'O 

2-._phia 

~ ~ RC!.,~ .. ~ ... ,,.:to~ ..... ,?_lfj 
, Al !?ff) .. __ ......... .f1lEO .................... .. 

', 

' 

I"\ 1 



D 44-1987 

than on apecial occaaiom and tbat froa a reYiew 
of tlle llelllphia PD recorcla lie aacertaiaed 
that there were no Meaphia police otticel'II usiped 
to a "walkinc beat" in llellph.ia on tile day Dr. 1:IJfG 
was killed. 

In tit.ta regard it ia belieYed that 11everend 
LAWBOlf,.. referrinc to Detectives.•· llBDDITT, 
llellphia PD, no waa reaoyecl froa a lookout poaitioa at 
engine bowie #2 of the llelllphls Fire Departaent on 4/4/88 
due to the fact a al.Ulber of threats had been -de on 
R&DDITl''a life u a result of RBDDrn'•• activiti .. 
in attending ... tinp of the atrikiq aaaitation 
workers in llallphia iJl February and Jlarch, 1968. 
llSDDITT ... reaovecl troa this fire bowie and. two 
otficen of tile lle1lphia PD were uaianed at that 
tiae to protect llBDDlff and aesben of ll&DDITl''a 
taaily. 

In Yiew of the above, the llelltpbia DiYiaion 
doell not anticipate interTiewinc lleYerend J.AIID LAWBOlf 
conceraing tbe information LAWBOJf furniahed to ABDlfATBY. 

A copy of this airtel 1a being aubaitted for 
the inforaation of the Atlanta Division•• Atlanta obtaiDed 
the infol"lllltioa in quNtioa aa a result of the inter.iew 
of Reverend AB&llH.ATBY at Atlanta. 

2 



FBI 

Pate: 2/18/69 

(Priori'J or 'M~&/iod of Moiling) 

TO: Dl~J:CTOR~ FBI (-14~~8861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPijIS (44~1987) (p) 

~UBJECT: MURKIN 

All otfices receiving copies of this airtel should 
nQte that th~ t~ial in instant case has been postponeq frQm. 
March 3, 1969, until April 7, 19~9, in Division III of the 
Shelby Qounty Crimim\l Court, Memph~$, Tenn,, In the event 
you receive in~uirie• fr~m a.ny witnesses who have been previously 
subpoenaed, you should a(ly:tse them that their te$timony will 
sttll be desired tQ~ t4~ new trial on 4/7/69., If they have aqr 
ne~d for furtlle:J( c:let-.11~, th,y ~hould correspond directly witl?­
Attorney General PHI~ A9 CANALE, Shel~y County Courthouse, 
Mempq_is , 'l'ennee,see ~ 

The Bqreau is requested to advise Legats London, 
l:>a,~i~, ~nd Ott-wa of t~e postPQnement in order that they mar 
be able to answer any inqutrte, from person$ in their areas 
who m~y have been subpoenaed, 

3 ... Bureau 
12'},, .... Atlanta 
',--" ... ijir.,iingham. 
2 ... Chicago 
2 .. i~neas City 
2 - Los Angeles 
~ -:- Mobtle 
2 - New Orleaps 
2 - St~ Loqis 
2 .. Memphi~ 

J~~:jap 
(2l 

Sent -----...-



. In viow of plans being ln id throughl">Ut the country 
for the observance of 4/4/69 as a memoria,l observance for 
MARTIN Ltrl'HER KING, it is suggested thnt the Bureau consider 
requesting all offices to advise Memphis of any information 
thoy may receive which would indicate that militnnt group~ 
or ind:1.viduale pln.n to cor,ie to Memphis on 4/4/69 and who may 

· remn.in to demonstrate or otherwise disr\,lpt subject's ti,ial on 
4/7/69. 
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 

File No. 

·___,/ '--,/ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 

March 11, 1969 

ANOliYMOUS ACCUSATIO:tl ALLEGING 
PARTICIPATION OF RAYMOl'lD POLACCO 

IN ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTI' LUTHER KING, JR. 

On lrtarch 7, 1969, Mr. Jim Rankin, City Desk, "The 
Atlanta Constitution" newspaper, Atlanta, Georgia, furnished 
a letter, contained in an envelope, postmarked Amarillo, Texas, 
March 2, 1969. The letter, which was typew~itten and unsigned, 
states as follows: 

"The Constitution 
Atlanta Newspapers, Inc. 
10 Forsythe St., N.W. 
Atlanta, G'.sorgia 30030 

"To Whom it may concern: 

"March 1, 1969 

"i am sure this is some information that you would 
appreciate. I have been keeping up with what you 
publish about the Martin Luther King Jr. case. 
That whole thing was plotted in Atlanta, Ga. One 
of the key pay-off men is a Cuban, 27 years of age, 
his name is Raymond Polacco and uses telephones, 
concorning his pay-off at 4550 Ridgecrest and 834 C 
Confederate Courts s. E. He is also shacking with 
a little red headed girl at the Confederate Courts 
address. This little red-headed girl is Debbie 
Dlackman. They make a lot of trips togethM'·Gt\l:fJG ... 

_ N:w _ ar_1:a:s ~ ~a~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ;::.::';nn-r 
£N~u:rn_--r---__;___,,.. __ _ 

I - .. Nall This document contains neither recommendaU,~ns~con-
1 - .,....._~ions of the FBI. It is the property of the'"f1:3l~is 
l---• 11111-aned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-

c::J..,• A'I tributod outside your agency. . 

ms~J ·~ ~/v·,,,.// ~-,,/ · A.J j:_ r / -- 1~01 ;' / // , - , } r l~ (J'{7 7·- - o· __... ~- , 
.fl- ,/ ,, \ 
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ANONYMOUS ACCUSATION 

"I live in New Orleans and know this girl real well. 
She does not know that this Cuban is the pay-off man. 
She is a teen-ager and should not be involved in this 
crime." 

The current Atl~nta City Directory reflects there is 
no address such as 4550 Ridgecrest Drive in Atlanta. The current· 
suburban directory for the Atlanta, Georgia, area reflects 
4550 Ridgecrest Drive, Forest Park, is occupied by Mr. Alf Calalay. 

On March 10, 1969, Miss Deborah Diane Blackman, 
834 Confederate Court, Apartment C, age 19, advised she met 
Raymond or Raymon Polacco about four months ago at The Scene, 
a nightclub in Atlanta, Georgia. She advised she dated Polacco 
several times after that and he came to her apartment on numerous 
occasions where she lives with her sister, Judy Griffin. She 
advised she has not seen Polacco for about one month, although 
she dat~d him quite steadily during the period that she knew him. 
Miss Blackman advised that according to Polacco he was married 
and separated from his wife and he worked at the First National 
Bank in Atlanta, Georgia, and attends Georgia State College in 
Atlanta. She said that according to Polacco he is half Italian 
and half Spanish. Miss Blackman advised that Polacco is from 
California. She believes he is from the Los.Anaeles area but 
is not sure. She advised he called his home in California on 
two or three occasions during the period of time she knew him 
from her and her sister's apartment. She advised she heard that 
Polacco has been reconciled with his wife and is living with her 
again. 

Miss Blackman advised that she and a girl friend have 
made two trips to New Orleans, Louisiana, the first one being 
made in December, 1968, and the second in February, 1969. The 
girl who accompanied her was Charlotte Majure. She stated these 
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ANO?IYMOUS ACCUSATION. 

were short weekend trips, the latter being to attend the 
Mardi Gras. She denied that Polacco ever went with her to 
New Orleans or to any place outside of Atlanta. Miss Blackman 
advised during the time she knew Polacco, he never mentioned 
James Earl Ray nor does she recall that he ver mentioned the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Miss Blackman advised that Polacco is a white male, 
about 25 years old, about 5' 9" tall, medium build, black hair, 
black eyes, olive complexion, and wears expensive clothing. 

Miss Blackman advised that her sister, Judy, is 
married to, separated from, and in the process of getting a 
divorce from Joe Griffin, who resides at 1918 North Manhattan 
Street, Amarillo, Texas. She advised he is a house painter 
by trade and is about 50 years old. Miss Blackman stated that 
Judy and Joe Griffin have three children, who are living with 
Judy, and that Joe Griffin is atterapting to obtain custody of 
the children. During his attempts to obtain custody of the 
children, he has attempted to prove that Judy is an unfit mother. 
In maldng these allegations, he has accused Judy of having 
illicit affairs with Raymond Polacco. She advised that on at 
least one occasion, Joe Griffin called a nei~hbor of Polacco's 
and told the neighbor that Polacco was running around with Judy 
and told Judy that from that conversation with the neighbor, he 
determined that Polacco is actually a Cuban. She advised that 
Joe Griffin and Raymond Polacco hnva never actually met to her 
knowledge but that Griffin seems intent upon proving nn illicit 
relationship bet\7een Polacco and Judy Griffin. 

On March 10, 1969, Urs. Judy Griffin, 834 Confederate 
Court, Apartment C, s. E., Atlanta, Georgia, confirmed the above 
information furnished by Deborah Blackman, her sister, and stated 
that Joe Griffin, hor husband, appears to be attempting through 
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ANONYMOUS ACCUSATION 

telephone calls, to prove that she and Raymond Polacco have 
been too intimate. She advised that Polacco has been to 
her and her sister's apartment on numorous occasions but that 
actually her sister, Deborah Blackman, has been dating Polacco. 

Judy Griffin advised that the telephone call allegedly 
made by Griffin to a neighbor of Polacco's was made to a family 
by the·name of Calalay. She does not know where the Calalay 
family lives and neither Judy Griffin nor Deborah Blackman admitted 
knowing the residence of Raymond Polacco. 

Deborah Blackman advis~d that during the time Polacco 
was allegedly separated from. his wife he claimed to have an apart­
ment in Atlanta, but she does not know where _it was located. 

r 
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flh DDBCJ'Oll• RII (44-111'11) 
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llallae Of fiee is be1q .turaisiied oae copy at.ace 
the writer ot tlw letter appa19atly liwa within tnat di¥181oa. 



(44-111'7) 

:ma: Dll"eOtor, PBJ (44-1-1) 

BUD 

l'or iafeswatton of O.tfte• reeet•illl tb1• eo111 aatca­
tion, J'- Drl Bay oa llaNll 101 11691 ia IIMtlbJ Cou.ty 
Crill1Hl Court, ••• ,.,.111a, ........ , ...... a pl• of cull ty 
to tile atate cllarp of_..._. la eonaectioa 1f1tll tile 
a-■autaatton ot •rtla LUtller K1D8, Jr., aatl - -teaoN 
to a ters of lllprt-••t for 99 Jellftl• 

Ia the ..-..t ,ou reee1M iaflairlN troa aa7 w1tn .... 
•• llaftt beea preyiolaalf' 8l&bpoeDaed in tile atate cm,,­
uould adYJ.• tlaal of tile aboYe court pNC....U.-. It any 
1Dd1Ylclul■ RO eoataet ,- ... in • ., fu'tber detail•, t1WJ 
aboald be adYiaN to ceJ'NllpOIICI dtreetlJ' w1tb Ill'. l'll11 ■• 
Canale, n., ltate At~ Oenenl, lbelby Count, Collr'tllouN, 
lleaphta,. .,. ........ 

(I")., .ltlaata 
T. Blnli ..... 
I• Chlea&o 
I•-• City 
I• LOIi .taplN 
I• IIOl>11e 
I - ... orleaM 
I• It. Louie 
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AIRTBL 

To: UC, Dallaa (44-2849) 

Froa: Director, rBI (44-38181) 

IIURKIII' 

ReA'ftirtel to tile Bureau dated 3-11-89. 

Dalla• allould 1-diately locate aad interview 
Joe Griffin, 1811 •· Dabattaa It., .Allllrillo, Texas, 
coacerniDS any iafonutioa be •1 bave in Ilia po-eaaioa 
reprcUas the •-uination of Drtin Lather Kins, Jr. 
You alaould alao detemine loeatioa of bJ'IIODCI Polacco 
tbrougb interview of Grif tin alld Ht forth leada to 
have bill interviewed . 

.Atlante should eoatuwe efforts to locate 
Rayac,ad Polacco 1a •• effort to iateniew hill and coapletely 
raeolve tltia all-tioa. It is noted that Polacco was 
alleae41J 4111Ploy .. at tlle J'irat btioul Baalt ta Atlanta, 
Georsta, aad allegedly atteada Georgia State College ia 
Atlanta. Yoar efforts to locate Polacco aboulcl aot be 
liaited to Ilia alleaed place of •plo,-eat aad acbool •• 
all ave•• -t be ullauated to locate allcl iatervin Ilia. 

Baaecl upoa available iatomatioa, aar•• radices 
CQ■taia ao iafol"llatioa ideatitiable with bJIIIOad Polacco 
or Joe Qr if f ia. 

hep the Bureau advised of pertiaent CS.velopaeata. 

1 - ...... ill 
(;)- Atlaata 

(44-1987) (for info) 
(44-DN) (for iato) 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dall••• Texas 
Marca 1~, l9EH➔ 

A.._TIKnlS ACCVSATIO• AI.J..EGIJIG 
PARTICIPATIOII Cil' IATIIOJlD POLACCC, 
IM AS8ASSilfATlOK 01' IIARTI.W J.UTREJl It.I~, JR. 

Befereace 1• aade to the 1118110l'111aclua, entitled 
•• abO••• aut.itted by tbe Atlanta Office oa March 11, 
1~9. 

A check of the City Director, of A•rUlo, 
Tena, failed to reveal an addre• of 1918 Jforta llaauttaa 
Street or tae aaae of JOE GJllffUI. Tu City Directory 
did N•••l a J. ti. Griffin, Painter, reaidiq at 1913 
Morta Manbattu ltnet. 

Operator No. 20, A•r11lo Credit Aaaociatioa, 
~12 Taylor Street, oa Maroa 17, 196~, advised tllat Johnnie 
E. Grtttta, 1913 .Norta Maaaattaa Street, had t>eea tmawa 
to tlleir file• aiace July of 1"66, and.•• reportedly 
•ployed •• • bouse paiater. Tu - of b1a wife waa 
anon as Judy but file also coataiaed iafonaatioa tnat 
Gr1ffia aad tiled for diYOrce troa Judy on Jaauary 9, 
19GH. 

0a Marca 17, 19f.9, Mr. Jona.ate Enaest Grlffill, 
1913 Jforth Manbattaa Street, AIIU"ille. Tena,••• inter­
• iewed at hi• place of eaployunt, tae Aator1a Park 
Apart•ata, Aaarillo, Tena. Grlffia adviaed tbat oa 

Thia docUMat oontaiae aeltber neoauaeaaa­
tiona aor GO&Qluiou of tile ffll. It ts 
the property o:f the FBI and is loaned to 
your apacy: 1t and its eoatents an 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 

SEARCHED_____ .. ll'IMXEO _______________ _ 
SEltlALIZEII ... _____ f ILflL _____ -·-··-·-

MAR 211969 



ADOllntCU8 ACCUBATIOB AJ.J.JSGl• 
PAJ.'f JCIPATIO• OP UYIDIII> 
POI.ACCC) U UBA8UIIT1Ga OF 
IIABTD UTJ'IJU Kim, JS • 

.Jaaaar, •• lHS, Jats w1f•'• atster, lira. Claarlie (Waacta) 

.,._.tea, ea.. to A•rUlo, aa4 11we4 wltJI tlaea uat11 
May of 1968. • ••1t1ec1 tllat .- llae •w nttll"IIM te lier 
hubaad •• tut tll9, n•i• at a12 - A,art••• a, :1101ae 
C.d'te, Atlaattt, Goeqta. aad taat tlle llueb&N, Caarl.le 
Jel'1Ntea, l• .. pto1Mt •• a fireaaa fer tile Cit:, of 
Atlaata, Geoqia. 

lie MIY1N4 tut Ute aetMr of Qarli• Joaatea 
ts-..•••• •1111atoa, M4 11111 etnet, Atlata, 
Georct.a. • •t•te4 ta.at oae 'tille at A•rtlle wall• ..... 
Jvltastetl wee dl'llak, alle atated tllat lier II •■lllaad, 
Ct.aarlt.• .lolUlatoa, llad Na over a .... boy -· kllle4 
Ilia. Sile stated t)la.t Mr &auabaad taad k.i.lltMl • Jfegn !er 
free wt ttlln •r •U•r 111 l&Y pt $10,000.00 fer 
ueottas ltartlll LIit.lier K.llls- Ba atatocl tut • did act 
l&ae• wut•r tit.la •• t.Ne er aot, at tut Mra. Jolul8tN 
d1d aoout tut tiae MM -- Jo&lllatoa abotlt $2,000.00 to 
pay Jor • car. 

Gritfia aaiMd tut a11 ef Ilia w11e•a fM11y 
call Ilia Joe Griffia. Be atat..S tllat II.la wife, Jfllfl7 
Griffia, left Ilia about October, Ut&8, •d zret11naed 1.e 
Atlaata., Glteqia, wlleN s1ae ... 1c11s wttla a elater, 
Da._..ll 81.ackaa11 1 at i3'-C Coaf•clerat• Coarts, Atlaata, 
Georata. a. ••1....t tut tben la pftaeatly • ceurt 
fJ.gJ&t •tac• for tee ouatody ot tlW1r tllree ellildna. 

Grlffia adyiaed taat lie was 111 Atluta Ju•t 
befon Cfat•taa• of UHhl, alMI tltat llaboftia IIJ.Klr.llall 
told Id• tut tin • .Jolmstoa bad ncelnd aaotller '•b1c 
pay off~ ill tile 1111.rtta Llltlae,. Daa ••• •• Uaat Ud• 
·"pay oii·· Jaact tHMll •• t,y by-d Polacco. lie ••1•• 
tut he )lad •Mr aet Ulla byae.lld ,-1acco bat taat iae 
was •lac witll Oebcl'all a1acuaaa at tu ti- int • •• 
iJI At.Laata. 



QMIJYIDNJ AC.'EUSATIQa AJ.1.£GIJG 
PDTICIMT .. OF UIIM)llD 
POI.ACCO Ilf ASBAIIIJfATIOll OP 
IIA.UU WftlD n•• JB. 

Grif.fill aC.t..wd taat a nt•l'llttd to .A•rllle, 
T•••• UMI tut. oa Jaa.al'J' 28, 1969, Jle Nee1"4 • 
teleana wlliek Had aa tollowa: 

·"IJeU 811': I .._lei like to .. t la touca 
wlt.ll 7911 CGWl'llias ,. ... faat.1,. It 1a lapor­
taat. I -.u 11• .tor ,oe to reply back te 
tM Atl-ta •111 Of11•, aeadllla ,-ur tel.e­
..... allllber. Pl••• aaawer oae way or tu 
oua.r. avca •au • .., 

Gr"tffla adwiae4 ttaat 11e ... t • t•l•sna back 
ftd'IWllli .. 111• pla:r,ae 111111ber aatl Ullle ae&'t cla7 nce1.-d 
• t•l•··- call ....... , .... Jl'elaoco fft>a Atlqta, 
a.orata. ._,1.a,.. aaue4 taat • .-nteod tJaat 
Griffia •• l•killlr for ••l•- to lacU.cate Uaat lkla wife 
wu aoally •fit to taaM tlle catldna au atate4 taat 
lie ••ld aecuN plctdfta •1 Ilia w11e 111 ta. aade •r ill bed 
wltll •- - U Griffia WGld pa1 ala $600.00. Ba 
t.M1cat•4 to Gl'iffla taat Ile ... • iaffatlp.tor llacl 
told Griff ill tllat lie ••141 be ....._. at At>.aata tel.ft­.., .. -•T 40+-Hl-1297. 

Griffill ••t-4 tJlat lie Ulle4 ,-lHOO l>aok at 
tJtia atlllber aa4 talMMt w1tk a•••• ...... - Jae.....,_ 
atoe4I to ne --c-1 .... ,~. a. _..tsed taat Pwil- dld •t 
11•• at tut • ...,__ but tlaat..,. 11a1t7•t tor tlllt te.r year 
old dtqllte., of Ptelaoflle.. 8lae aatd tut. ,_lac• 11"4 '"i-- tlae street. .. aad ••t-d tut ... llYM at ,t$IO 
&14cee.,.., art.w. ._ stated tJlat ttelM• w a C.IJltll, 
~ 1 :,e&N of ace, vu •t eap1oJed • taat lla4 a wlfe •• .. .,_.ta• drul sten. Ille aalcl tllat llelacae •• 
at14tlM11as ..... 1 •--•re 111 J.tlMta. 

Grl.ffi.11 .as taea aakM U • WNW a let\er 
te tile AtJ.Mt& C.utlllltMNI-, Atlaata, eao-.1a • ... t. 
tala aatler aad _ _.tlcall)' clelliefl wrlt111a auca a 
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Auonmu& ACCIJfiATIOIII ALl..aGIJfG 
PADICIPATIQII ta MDOJID 
..... ~ Ill UBASUATIOII o-, 
IIUTU .LIJ"f1ID UJIG, Jlt. 

letter. a. stated taat all tllat lie aew alNMlt tlae 
Mart.ill Llltller Ullc ·--1aats.a w -- .... MIIIMftl 
of tu.ti wife•• 1 .. 11, &ad tllat • -.. •tluae of Illa 
n• Jmowledpt •••t ta .. t.ter. 

0a ...,_ 11. u;et, .11r. Dee 11111er, Attol'IMJJ' 
at &.aw, Piek Bld.lt\laa• Eiptla aacl Polk Stnetll Aartllo, 
T•••• ad¥t.aed taat • npn•at4"t .,. ..... E. Griff la 
ill • dlwene Mil cll11tl ••UHIJ nit -lllat laill toner 
•"•• .,_.,. Griftl.a, 01 Atlaata, Georata. a. athtlaecl tut 
- did reoetve • Ull ..... - UMd .. ,... .. , last .... 
•t ....... ll'ell ltlaata, Gaeq1a, &flf.llJ.llc ta.at ... ••ld 
NCUft oeapn»a1•1- •toara,.. ot Judy GrUf Ja tor ue 
ta U• u11• ••teclr aatter fol"' taoo.oo. 11111er ...,lae41 
t.aat tale ealt.er •l•Jattcl to t» aa ilmNtipter b•t 
atate4 tut l.t •• llt!Mtdtat•l.7 appanat to Jtia ttaat 

, tile caller wae •t aa laweatiptor •illce Ill dltl •t 
nea ••• a caaen aatl .,..tecl • a-dyaaee • tlaat ile coald 
bwy • c•-ra. lltller told titla call.er tut tbey wen 
•t latenatfN1 la ••• • pNpeusitloa • 

.... Mill.el' ...... t•t tMN -· • taeanac 
at A•rtlle, Tena, oa ~ .2,, u,as, ta tlae ca11c1 
euto47 aatter aad tut Grtf:!J.a Md ,..,., .... !aia .... 
letter. fna • ,,.._t Ella.., 111a Deoat•';. Cleel"Sl•, wldcl& 
l•ttel"II ••rU,ecl tu laaeral beilaYieal'" et ,.., Grifl1a 
Wbll• 111 Atl•t•. a. ••i.e• tat Jae abpoeaaecl tat• 
penoa to tile ••a-las au • tteaptftd to latftdace t,_ 
letten b•t ,.hat Ella" tleaied wrttiag -,. letters•• 
stated •• COIIVlaoed Illa Ut.at .... did Mt writ• tile 
lett.... a. stated tlaat lie aeea8M Gr1ftta •f preJ18rtaa 
tM let ten tl'Oa "'A•t :Ill.a .. laut lie ._1941 lt. Mr. 
tiller ...,iaed tut 1a •tew of ta1s, tae waa •rkM&sl,r 
••t•r11ta aakills ,....uw1oa •1 tile court to witadftw Ina 
tl:ae aaae. 
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3/19/Gt 

AIItTEL 

'tO: DIRltCTOR, J'Bl (44-38861) 

ftOM: SAC, DAu.AS (44-2649} (JlUC) 

SUBJECT: MUR.KIX 

Re Bareau airtel to Dallas dated 3/14/69 • 

.1tac1oaed benwi th f.or t• Bureau are f iwe 
copies of L.a captioaed "'AJKl!fYJlOVS ACCUSATIOJI Au.EGDG 
PARTICIPATIOX OJ' RAYIIORD POLACCO IX ASSAISUfATIOII OJ' 
MARTIN LUTJIElt X:llfG, .Jll. 1

•, dated. 3/lij/69, at Dallas, 
'fens. 

Two copies eaea are aleo eaeloaed for tbe 
Atlanta and -pals offices. 

The interview of JODXIE EJU!IEST Gllil'FIJf also 
k.llowa as Joe Gr11111l, was ooaducted by 8Aa WILJ..IAM 
R. JmlKID and LADY J. STEGDIG. Tlae iateniew of 
At toraey OIE Mll.Unt ... by SA WILJ,IAM a. JDKDS • 

LEAl>S 

ATJ.,AJttA 

AT FORUST PA1UC1 GEORGIA. l. Will i.lltervlew llrs. 
ALP CAI.ALA!, il&ti ll3gecnat Street, sil&ee tats ill 
apparently tae peraoa tJaat GIUPFUI talked witb by plloae 
a ad who said tbat she was a babysitter for UYMOD 
POLACCO aad kept bis four year eld daugater. 

2. Will determiae bolder of Atlaata paoae 
auaber 404-361-7297, aad if not listed to ALF CALALAY 
•ill iateniew tbea for iaforutioa coaeeraiag POLACCO. 

3 - &areau (Enc:. S) 
~~~ lleapbta (44-1961) (lee. 2) 

.,a_~ Atlaata (44-23~6)(&lc •. 2) 
1 - hllas 
flJ:•r 
(S) 

SEARCHED __________ I NOE'X£0 _______________ _ 

SERIAL I zm ___________ F I LED. ___ -------------

M AR 211969 
Fel-ATLANTA 



FBI WASH DC 

827PM URGENT 3/28/69 CAB 

TO DiliECTOR ATALNTA MEMPHIS PHILADELPHIA 

FROM WASHINGTON FIELD 44-703 1P 

MURRIN 

RE PHILADELPHIA TEL MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN, LAST. 

LEONARD.E. DOYLE, R <PBOB>, <PROTECT) ADVISED MARCH 

TwENTY-~EIGHT INSTANT THAT BEVEL NOT IN woe. ACCORDING TO 

SOURCE BEVEL BELIEVED TO BE IN ATLANTA ATTENDING AN SCLC 

STAFF MEETING. 

END 

LWG 

FBI ATLANTA 



FBI ~.TUPJTA 

1122P~ URGS'.H 3/28/69 L 11JG 

TO DIRECTOR, 

FRO/ A TT.'\ 1.lTfl 

1111 LL ~ - I ·1 TE,?VI ';r;. 
A:' crpy Tr ":'.:'"PHIS. 

·.-:' ;' \· \ 
....... •' :.J 

CRR 

p 

IIXS 

FBI WASH DC* 

' :. . ; 

. . . . . ' .. ,_, 
• ·r 



FBI MEMPHIS 

545 PM U&GENT 3-28-69 DND 

FROM MEMPHIS, <44-1987> 

M URKIN. 

RE PHILADELPHIA TEL TO BUREAU MARCH TWENTYSEVEN LAST. 

FOR MOBILE'S INFOHMATlON, BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED THAT REV. 

JAMES BEVEL, SCLC OFFICIAL, BE LOCATED AND INTE~VIEWD CONCERNING' 

HIS, STATEMENT IN NEW YORK TIMES THAT LETTER WAS TURNED OVER- TO 

MEMPHIS, PD APPROXIMATELY APRIL THREE, SIXTYEIGHT, CONTAINING 

I NFOfiMATION THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS TO ~E KILLED WHILE IN 

MEMPHIS,. ME2'1PHIS PD HAS NO KNOw1..EDGE THIS LETTER. 

BEVEL IS NOT NOw IN MEMPHIS BUT INFO AVAILABLE TO MEMPHIS 

INDICATED ABERNATHY OF SCLC IS TO BE IN ATLANTA Mt;RCH TWENTYNINE 

N EX.T AND AL.SO THAT NUMEROUS· SCLC OFFICIALS ARE TO MEET AT 

MONTGOMERY, ALA• ON APRIL FOUR NEXT. 

ATLANTA AND MOBILE ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW BEVEL. P. · 

END 

L wG 

FBI ATLANTA 

\ 

-

1W3rt~,,, 
SEARCHED lfiDEXED ~-
S£RIAUZED ·~~ FILED ·r+---··--
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__,, _:_. . ;,JI"' - ' 

)'O-3S0 Cill'v. ~16·6 3) 

(Mount Clipping In Space Below) ,,.-------~~~~~=--=.:.::..::.~---------:-~:-7 

\Ray'~-~nnocence ~an Be Proy~! 
·:_i,i' l)y ·.· ~(::~C's Rev •.. Bevel, Aberna_t_HY---'---=---
6:S,elieveS f / ~!·::;:.':'.'~:,;=:: :,',, •. , 

r- B/HENRY :r: LEIFE~i1~.NN J R~y's attorney, Percy Fore- Page 56 i By lJnitcd ,l'ress Jnternation;,'; man . of Houston, has not\ I 
The Rev. Ralph D. ~bernathy mmented on Bevel's ofter of 

- said Thursday· he belleves one ~~Ip Neither Foreman, who is 
of his aides, the Rev. James 1 · ;: · 
B el Can prove James Earl · ------- _ _ 

· R:; is innocent in t?e assas-- / in,: Memp~is, . Tenn., nor lJevel,I 
sination of Dr. Martin Luther -was avallable _ for comment 
King Jr. . . j Thursday. __ 

"I have absolute co~ftden~e 1~1 BiveI has refused to ela~1rate 
his judgment and integrity, 1 -·--r' ---.....,.__ ___ . ____ , .· 

h ·d f Bevel the - -~ 
Abernat Y sai 

O 
- ' on ivhatever information h; has. 

Ab(irnathy's telegram statement 
was issued· after he, Bevel and 

, ot~er SCLC officials discuqsed , 
'. L_ 

. :, .. ,I 

the! situatio-n by tefophoneJ on/ We!dnesday. 
•- / Bevel ha<l been subpoenaed as 

:':,;~ t _ . · ':_~tense witness in, the 1',ay 

\~ 'ijlL , ....... ,.:.,,/; trial ~Y Ray's former atto~n~;:--
't~;..e, Earl Ray Percy-Foreman Arthar Jf.B~an.es hsr., Athle ex-

.
; f . . L d hi mayor o 1rm1ng am, . 1. . 

Southern Christian ea ers I H\nes in an interview 'after 
Conference (SCLC) leader wh< · 

1 
' 1 

offered to defend Ray las---:----1 --- -------_--,f- _ 

Saturday. . · R~JY fired him andJ hired I 
"If a ~onspira~y exists, and 1 Foreman last Nov~ber, said 

believe it does, 1t must b~ ful},Y. he had planned to p.'\ove trat a 

1

-
exposed," Aber~athy said. 1 · bl~ck_ power group with Com- , 
call upon America's oppressed , 1i _ -

· and victimized to come to the --- -- - - - !- · 

aid and defense of the accused m~nist ties killed King, v.~th a 
man." . . • goal of · creating civil distur­

Abernailiy made the state- I bance in the wake of the 
ment in a telegram released by assassination,- ., 
the SCl,C offices here. 

Bevel, longtime sta!fer. under 
1 

King and Abernathy, 1s. director i 
of nonviolent education and 
direct action for SCLC, and 
presently works in the SCLC's 
Philadelphia office. In a tele­
gram to Ray last Saturday, 
B€vel offered to defend him and 
said, "l know you are not _ I guilty." .---;,-
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Abernathy Backs 
Defender of Ray 

By HARMON PERRY 
The president of the Southern Christian Leadership Confer­

ence (SCLC) said Thursday he has absolute confidence in the 
judgment and integrity of another SCLC official who has offered 
to defend the accused killer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

saff :h~te~;e ~=~~ a!~:r~~~~ / defend_ a man accused. of murd~r 
is trying to do is "move non- and wishes not t,~ reveal details 
violence into a new dimer:sion of that defense, the Rev. Mr. 
of American life." Abernathy went on. 

'I'he Rev. Mr. Bevel said early "'l'he American public must 
this week in Philadelphia that have all the information about 
he would defend .James Earl the guilt for this murder,;' he 
Ray. who goes on trial in March said. "If a conspiracy exists--} 
for the April 4 fatal shooting of and I believe .it does-it rnusi; 
Dr. King in Memphis. be fully exposca. · ii 

The Rev. Mr. Bevel said he "Goi11g bey'.md a conspiracy) 
did not believe Ray is guilty Americans must understand that 
and would defend him free of broader guilt exists in a society 
charge. · which has been killing off its , 

"Rev. Bevel is speaking to best young leaders, including 
the real issue," the Rev. Mr. President John ,.F_' Kennedy, 
Abernathy said Thursday in a Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, Rob­
statement issued in the Baha- ert F. Kennedy and Dr. l\ing. · 
mas but released by SCLC head-
quarters in Atlanta. The Rev. · "IT WILL BE well for the 
Mr. Abernathy is in the Ba- American people to seek the ju~­
hamas to recuperate from a tice which Dr. King worked for ~ 
recent bout with pneumonia. . rather than kihing Ray," the· 

Rev. Mr. Abernathy said. 
THE REV. Mr. Abernathy The SCLC president, who took 

said the issue is not who killed I over the reins of the organiza­
Dr. King but rather "what killed ,'tion after Dr. King was siain, 
hbrr: .. ,__,; · j said he has known the Rev. Mr. -! 

"Rey. Bevel has offered· to, Bevel for eight years as an "out- I 
-------------1 standing strategist and organiz- J-

. er in the nonviolent movement." 
"I have absolute confidence t 

in his judgment and integrity," l 
the Rev. Mr. Aunmmnisaid. L. 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, clty and state.) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

January 31, 1969 Date __________ _ 

Rev. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, N. E., 
Atlanta, Georgia, telephonically advised with regards to his 
statement to the press, which was quoted in "The Washington 
Post" newspaper, Washington, D. c., on January 29, 1969, that 
what he told the press was that he believed in view of the 
assassiantions of President JOHN F. KENNEDY, ROBERT F. KENNEDY, 
MEDGAR EVERS and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., there would be an 
indication to him that there may be a conspiracy among the 
forces of evil to do away with any young militant who stands 
for righteousness. Rev. ABERNATHY advised that he has no 
specific information or other evidence that a conspiracy exists 
with respect to the specific assassination of Dr. KING. He 
advised that the statement made to the press on January 29, 
1969, in which he referred to a conspiracy concerned the 
assassination of all of the above-mentioned persons. In regard 
to those assassinations he made it clear he has no evidence 
indicating a conspiracy and it is only his belief or fear on 
his part that such a conspiracy does exist~ He stated he has 
no idea what individuals or forces would be involved in such a 
conspiracy. 

Rev. ABERNATHY advised that several months ago Rev. 
JAMES LAWSON, Minister of the Centenary Methodist Church at 
Memphis, Tennessee, told him, Rev. ABERNATHY, that it was Rev. 
LAWSON's understanding that the day before the assassination 
of Dr. KING, two Negro firemen,who had been assigned to the 
fire station across the street from the motel where Dr. KING 
was killed, were moved to another fire station. According to 
Rev. LAWSON that move left the Iire station unmanned and they 
were moved to a station which was already fully manned and 
equipped. Also according to Rev. LAWSON, a Negro policeman, 
who worked the beat which included the motel where Dr. KING was 
killed, was moved off of that beat =:t ·ll, •.- ._._.,, Dr. KING was 
killed, April 4, 1968, but prior to the killing. 

1/30/69 at Atlanta, Georgia Ftle# 
Atlanta 44-2386 "'c/~ / :>-

. --~,i 1/31/69 
by _ __.$.,..A,a._.;Q~
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CONFIDENTIAL 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMEN.T OF JUSTICE 

In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvani.a 

January 23, 1969•: 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM 

Reverend James Bevel was interviewed at his 
residence, 919 North 18th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on 
January 21, 1969. The following are the results of this 
interview: · 
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