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h51AM URGENT 1/21/69 BJP e P o
gT@f@JRECTOB ATLANTA AND LOS ANGELES VIA WASHINGTON

VFRQﬂ NEW.. YQRE '5?"* 7*3
/qu ’QQ’ _
MURKIN - CR (00: MEMPH!%) GOM!NF’}L SCLG - [§ = C (00 ATLANTA)

*GONFtDENTIAL SQUﬂ@E; WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIEABLEINFORMAT!ON

IN THE PAST, EARNED ON JANUARY ONE NINE, SIX NINE, THAT A PERSON,

whom THE souflce BEL!%VES Tg,gs A SECRETARY TO CORETTA KING, TOLD

v fufﬁkz

STANLEYIL ; CLC, ABV‘S§D TﬁAT SHE HAD REGE'VED A CALL FROM -
Hz“ _fﬂ‘j !@0“ AT J bt

A MALCOL DAV, WHO CLAIHED T0 BE A CORRESPONDENT OF RADIO JAMA!CA \

AND THE BR1 lSH BROADCASTING CﬁﬂPANY l’ﬁ NEW YORK CITY. SHE SAID H

VDAVtS ADVISED HER THAT HE IS GETTING A TAPE ALLEGEDLY OF A ' |
CONVERSATION BETWEEN JAMES EARL - RAY AND AN UNKNOWN PERSON WHICH ‘
WAS MADE THREE MONTHS BEFOREWMARIJN LUTHER KING'S ASSASSINATION

AND WHICH CONTAINS aéTA:Ls OF THEVASSASS!NATIONa SHE'SAiD THE
PURPOSE OF DAVIS'S CALL WAS THAT HE DOES NOT WANT TO DESTURB.
CORETTA KING sEcAuss AS A JOBRNALIST HE 18 APPRENTLY GOING TO MAKE

THIS TARE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBL!C AND DESIRED TO GIVE CORETTA

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO “ / M ,w"

KING A COPY FORHER LAWYERS. SHE CONTINUED THAT DAVIS DISCLOSEDY

THAT A JOEL"WEVY IN LOS ANGELES, CALfFQRNIA, HAS THE TAPE AND WILL

,g;giBE'FORWAR NG IT TO HIM. SHE SAID THE TAPE IS SUPPOSED TO DETAILS
OF A PAYOFF PLAN. e |

LEVlSGN ADVISED CORETTA KING'S SECRETARY TO CONTACT DAVIS [N

A FEW DAYS TO SEE IF HE HAS RECEIVED THE TAPE. HE SAID THEN SHE
COULD JUDGE DAVIS'S REACTION AND PERHAPS HE, LEVISON, WOULD THEN

GET INTO THE‘uATTER; HE SAID HE FELT HE SHOULD NOT INTERVENE AT THE
PRESENT BECAUSE IT MIGHT UPSET RELATIONS BETWEEN GORETTA KING AND

DAVIS IN THE EVENT DAVI' HAS SOMETHING OF VALUE.

THE SOURGE ALSO ' ARNED THAT LEVISON D{SCUSSED THE OFFER OF THE
~ byase

o0
EW YORK ClTY ATTORNEY AND ADV!SOR T0

TAPE WITH HARRY WACHTEL ,
SCLC. WACHTEL'Sk'GSITlGN WAS THAT AS MEMBERS OF THE BAR THEY SHOULD
NOT GET INVOLVED BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WANT TO BE PUT IN THE POSITION
OF SUPPRESSING EVIDENCE. HE SAID THEY SHOULD NOT BE PLACED IN THE
POSITION OF DIGNIFYING THE TAPE BY ENTERING NEGOTIATIONS FOR 1T,
THEY AGREED THAT CORETTA KING'S SECRETARY SHOULD HANDLE ANY
NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT WHEN DAVIS SENDS THE TAPE TO GORETTA KING THEY
WOULD LISTEN TO IT AND TAKE THE NECESSARY AGTION.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

A SECOND GONF;bENT:AL SOURGE, WHO HAS FURNISHED REL IABLE
INFORMATION IN THE PAST, IN APRIL SIX EQUé DEsbR!BED'sTANLEY
EVISON AS A  SECRET MEMBER TO THE'cewMUNisr PARTY AS OF JULY SIX
THREE, e 7 |

A THIRD CONF IDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED:RELIABLE
INFORMATION IN THE PAST ON DECEMBER FOUR FOUR FURNISHED INFORMATION

"wHJQHfREVEALED’THAT THE NAME HARRY WACHTEL WAS ON A LIST OF NAMES,
© SIGNIF ICANCE UNKNOWN, MAINTAINED AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE KINGS
EHMMXRX COUNTY COMMUNIST pARTv,'Tw0 slx’eouR?'sTREET, BROOKLYN,
NEW YORKo | | A REAT A

ADMINISTRAT I VE 1 o =

THE FIRST SOURGE IS’NEﬁfYORK,THREE,EIGHT ONE ZERO DASH § #.

THE SECOND SOURCE IS NEW YORK SIX NINE FOUR DASH § #, AND THE
THIRD SOURCE IS FORMER NEW YORK ONE ONE NINE ZERO DASH S#,

THIS tNFORMAT:GN'ls’To BE CLASS IFIED "SECRET" BECAUSE IT CONTANS
INFORMAT |ON FROM NEW YORK THREE EIGHT ONE 7ERO DASH S% AND BECAUSE
OF THEVINFORMATIONIFROM NEW YORK SIX NINE FOUR DASH S% USED IN THE
CHARACTERIZATION gF LEVISON.

' ORMATION OF ATLANTA THE PERSON WHO GONTAGTED LEVISON

FOR THE I}
WAS A FRANCLYCRS (PHONETIC).
FOR 745 INFORMAT ION OF QOS ANGELES, FRAN LUCAS SAID THAT

MALCOLM DAVIS FURNISHED THE TEEEPHONE NUMBER OF JOEL LEVY (PHONETIC)
IN CALIFORNIA AS TWO ONE THREE DASH SEVEN EIGHT ONE DASH EIGHT THREE
THREE TWO, LOS ANGELES BS REQUESTED TO IDENTIFY JOEL LEVY.

END
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PLAINTEXT
TELETYPE URGENT
TO ! DIRECTOR, FBI (l44-33861 AND 100-433794)
FROM:  SAC, NEW YORK (44-493 AND 100-149194)
ECR
S WRKIN -cR (00: MEMPHIS) COMINFIL SCLC IS-C
(00 :ATLANTA) Ly -2 <

RE NEW YORK TEL ONE TWENTY SIXTY NINE.
MALCOLM DAVIS, MENTIONED IN RE TEL, RESIDES ONE FORTY
TWO EAST FORTY NINEH ST., NYC, AND IS SUBSCRIBBR TO UN-
LISTED TELEPHONE NUMBER PL NINE - SEVEN FIVE FOUR SIX.
NEW YORK INDICES REFLECT NO IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION. JAMES
BUTLER, VICE COUNSEL, BIRTISH CONSULATE EIGHT FORTY FIVE
THIRD AVE., NYC, ADVISED MALCOLM DAVIS IS KNOWN TO THEM A8
FORMERLY WITH BBC BUT IS NOW A FREE - LANCE WRITER WHO MAKES
OCCASIONAL TV APPEARANCES WHENEVER THERE IS NEED FOR PERSON
WITH PRONOUNCED BRITISH ACCENT.
AIR MAIL COPIES SENT ATLANTA, MEMPHIS AND LOS ANGELES.

. CLASSI|FI By ¢080, c-14- NITE,
 arern w; - 19-77, X6 DS 2, INDEFINIT

-~ Memphis (AM) (RM
1- Los Angeles (AM) (RM)
l- New York
JRPOC:tf % /_”
1- Supv. #43 ifp:;\;; | ﬁtw%

"%“93
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

“Life’ Called Key—
To Ray Informing

By PHILIP GAILEY
Wﬂham Bradford Huie, the authorized biographer of James
Farl Ray, said Sunday night the government’s only chance of |
“turming - Ray into an informer” is to promise him a life sen-
convicted of the murder of the

“tence instead of death if he is
late Martin Luther King Jr.

Huie, the not-
ed Alabama

- author who pur-
chased exclu-
sive rights to
Ray’s story,
said he believes
King’s assas-
sination in
M em phis,
Tenn.,,  last

M April 4 was a
W.B.Huie  ‘“‘c.ons piracy”
and that Ray’s testimony is

. heeded to solve the case.

“The only chance of turning
Ray into an informer is to
promise to commute his death

-sentence,” Huie said. “Short of

that, I don’t think he’ll ever
become a government witness.”
WANTED VIOLENCE?

Huie made his remarks in an
address fo. the Abe Goldstein
Human Relations Award Ban-

quet of the Anti-Defamation
. League of B’nai B'rith at the

Progressive Club. Atlanta Rabbi
Jacob M. Rothschild of The
Temple was recipient of the
award for his contribution to
human relations.

The Alabama writer said
there are reasons: to believe
King’s murder-may have been
a conspiracy between:white and
Negro elements in this country
who had hoped his assassination
would trigger widespread racial

. violence.

“When King led the Selma
March in 1965 he thought the
angee. o his lif

said.. “But in 1968, he realized | VK

ﬂwt*ﬂlmemrewhurbesand

blacks who wanted to use his|

death for further racial d1v1-
sion.” o
PEAK IN 1965

He wsaid -the hate directed
against King reached its peak
in 1965-—three years before his
assassination. :

“They killed him~not beoause
they hated him-but {0 cause
trouble,”” Huie said.

Huie said he believes the King
murder was planned at least
eight months in advance and
that most. of.the. fot fi|
pancing the cons;nracy came
from the state of Louisiana.

Huie said he will establish
these things in his account of
the murder in a national maga-
zine. His book on the King mur-
der, “They Slew the Dreamer,”
is scheduled to be published next
Marech, the month the Ray trial
is slated to’ begin. ‘The trial,
originally set for last Novem-
ber, was postponed after Ray
changed attorneys.

PUBLISH ALL

“1 plan to publish before the
trial everything publishable
about the conspiracy to kill

Martin Luther King,” the author
said.

Huie predicted that there will
be further postponements in the
Ray trial.

Huie said he made a deal with
Ray’s first attorney, Arthur
Haines, in London to pay for
the cost of the trial in return
for exclusive rights to Ray’s
Story.

“Ray had accomplices and
my only objective is to make
a case against them,” he said.
“It has been very fr’ustratmg S0
far. We need Ray to sign state-
ments on who his accomplices
were.”

Haines acted as a go-between.
for Huie and Ray, taking Huie’s’
questions into Ray’s cell an
bringing ouf his answers. o
FOUND MAP

Huie said the Federal Burea
of Investigation -was able to
identify Ray by a map he left
in Atlanta. The map bore one:of
Ray’s fingerprints, Huie said,

He said people who are kriown
to have seen Ray in Atlanta and |
other parts of the counfry are
refusing to talk because they
fear getting involved.

“There is a deplorable but -un-:
derstandable reluctance in this |
country to get involved in this
case,” Huie declared.

He ‘said the country has
learned ‘a “sad lesson” from
the racial crimes committed in
the South. ““The only way to find
out what happened in these
planned. racial crimes is to pay
for the information,” Huie said.

PAY WITNESSES .
He continued: ‘“The only way
we in a free soc1ety can- deal
with these conspiracies is to pay
witnesses and buy evidence. The
victims are dead and the only
'other persons knowing anything
about it are the ones involved.”
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{Mount Clipping im%ace Belaw)
No one gutsidé the 'FBI now

group which had invitek Br.

King to speak, in trying Ismase
‘money for the occasimy, in-
! formed its members that feex-
“ penses would be great hemsmse
of the FBI men with Dr. Bag I
recall that this was checkeffout
and Dr. King reportedly said

' among. newsmen who have been
~assigned {o the case that the
‘FBI" has done a superb job.
Enough of the evidence-was pro- | -
duced as. a part of the legal pro-
cedures necessary to extradite
‘Ray from London to give a hint
of how much the FBI had

— ; Unfounded—Rumess | i
i . i There was one flurry efmch ;‘h;s vefgcn;l tor -daadeﬁ kri;)wl-
. BALIPRTE rumors some years ago wllem a | SGB® 0L whal evidence has been
o AL ‘gathered. There is general belief

Ray-K i}zg

(ndicate page, name of

Case ‘Rumors’

Percy Foreman, attorney for

James Earl Ray, who Iis
charged with the assassination
== of Dr. Martin
iLuther King
seemingiy was

g,

-{in which he
| failed to obtain

The Texan also was quoted as
saying he had requested—and
failed to obtain--all the FBI
iles on the murdered -civil
rights leader. He understood, he
said, that “it,” the file, says
that for two years before the
April killing by rifle fire there
was a ‘‘squad of FBI agents as-
signed to prevent the assassina-
fion of Dr. King.”. o

One may be sure there was 1o

. and investigation of it, igmzeal-
* istic. This sort of thisg was

there was nothing to the sate-
ment and that he was wmbiar-
rassed by it. Some of ha staff
likely would recall the ffails.
At any rate, it is out of such-
things that unfounded mmmers
flourish.

Mr. Foreman will certsdy be
‘entitled to any FBI files that re-
late to the investigation« fhe

" tiried during the days of Be late

contain crackpot letters, ghony
cherges, malicious accmsations,
- and many other items Bmf are
part of any investigaiem. It
¢ would be highly impregez and
! without legal precedent & 1e-
i lease any material thal & not
¢ directly related to the kilimg.

F.B.I. Witness

The FBI can, of coursy,make |

reply to a query as to wther

Iearned..

¥BI did a typically first rate job

an Atlanta rooming house. Also,
well delineated are Ray’s jour-
neyings before and after Dr.
King’s death.

Rumor mills will, of course!

be busy during the case. There

be made
rdmissable. ’
 The trial judge may well be
aced with rulings to prevent
ch tactics. The small court
oomy more and more scems
i asset, 3 "

-

. It would seem, from that and |
other driblets of news, that the

on the evidence left by Ray in

Date: ]/2/69

lewspaper, city and state.)
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in a somewhat ) Lhe . All agents who worked on th

petulant mood|  assassination of Dr. King Set to |, agdeihe total files relevaneé JCURNAL!
after 2 recent| ask for the total file, wik &Y, 5 iy b eadily avaitable to
i court argument| details unrelated to the sheeting the defense. \ e
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Edition: REG MURPHY
Author: RALPH McGILL
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further - i 1 )
o s tponement| 'Joe McCarthy investigtions. mp_g be yoitorts o smear Dr.| :
; p p 1 v - King with all the calumny and
: 4 Of the Ray casc. | * The FBI then and in oler I loayre i myne ot him' in life, ol
Lo osviend The date st js| ystances has withheld its “raw” ough it is difficult to see how
March 3. ! files. Such files, of course, eften [y =" P ° would A

such squad. The FBI investi-| . it did, ipdeed», as IY,Itj. Fersan Editor: )
gates. It probably had agents at reportedly “heard,” maiidén a Title:  MURKIN

many of Dr. King’s meetings,| ! squad of agents with Dr. Kig toi

especially those where threats prevent his assassinatie. The!

were involved, to check out answer, one may be mxyﬂl

characters known to be psy- be no. The FBI does not pmvide Character:

chotic, “wanted” persons and guards. Its agenls who agpear or

those considered dangerous. But | ~ as witnesses will, of comm, be Classification: .
the FBI is ot in the “guarding” | ~ subject to cross-examinaies, as. Submitting oftice: ATTANTA

business and no evidence exists
that Dr. King was so watched
over by a squad of agents as-
signed to him,

st oy

are all wifnesses. Theﬁ.of,
Tennessee will conduct Setrial
—not the FBI or the

;‘ Being Investigated

government -
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FBI LCS ANG
S05PM DEFERRED 1/21/69 BCD

TO DIRECTOR (44-379€1), ATLANTA, AND NEW YCRX

CFROM LOS ANGELES (44-15T4) 2P :

MURKIN

RE NY TEL, JAMUARY TWENTY LAST, ’

RECORDS PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELZHRAFH COowPANY, LOS

AHGELTI, REVEALED SUBSCRIZEP TC PHONE NUM2FR TWO ONE THRES

DASH SEVEN EICHT NNE DASHM FIGHT THREEZ THREIEZ TWo IS MARJORIE
LARGENT, SIX NINE FIVE TWC VESPER AVENUE, VAN NUYS,

CALIFORMIA, LOS ANGELRES INDICES, LAPD, LASO ¥TRATIVE
REGARDINZ LARGENT. RECORDS, LOS AYUSELES RMCA, HAVE FILE

ON LARGENT ¥ITH AROVE ADDRESS, SOCIAL STCURITY NUNEER

FILFR

CONTAINS MO DERCGATCRY INFORMATICH,

ASED ON INFCORMATICY AVAILABLY IN REFEREMCED TELETYPE,

3]

=

REGARDING JOEL LEVY, LCS ANGELES INDICES, RECCR
LASO, LCS ANGILES RMCA MEGATIVE,

DS LAPD

Tl . R

l)

END PAGE OWE
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"PAGE TWO

LA MURKIN

| UACE, NO FURTHER ACTION PEING TAKEN AT LOS ANGELES,
BUREAU REQUESTED TO ADVISE IF LARGTNT TO BE INTERVIEWED
REGARDING KNOWLEDGE OF JOTL LEVY.
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Abemai‘hy
eﬁdern 0{ Ray

By HARMON PERRY

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

- The president of the Southern Christian Leadershxp Confer-

ence (SCLC) said Thursday he

has absolute confidence in the

judgment and integrity of another SCLC official who has offered
to defend the accused killer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The Rev. Ralph Abernathy
said what the Rev. James Bevel
is trying to do is “mov2 non-
violence into a new dimension
of American life.”

The Rev. Mr. Bevel said early
this week in Philadelphia that
he would defend James Earl]
Ray, who goes on trial in March
for the April 4 fatal shooting of
Dr. King in Memphis.

The Rev. - Mr. Bevel said he
did not believe Ray is guilty
- and would defend him free of
charge.

“Rev. Bevel is speaking to
the real issue,” the Rev. Mr.
Abernathy said Thursday in a
statement issued in the Baha-
mas but released by SCLC head-
quarters in Atlanta. The Rev.
Mr. Abernathy is in the Ba-
hamas to recuperate from a
recent bout with pneumonia.

THE REV. Mr. Abernathy
said the issue is not who killed
Dr King but rather “what kmed

“Rev, Bevel has offered to

defend a man accused of murder
and wishes not to reveal details
of that defense,” the Rev. Mr.
Abernathy went on.

“The American public must
have all the information about
the. guilt for this murder,” he
said. “If a conspiracy exists—
and I believe it does—it mu51
be fully exposed. -

“Going beyond a consmracyﬁ
Americans must understand that
broader guilt exists in a society
which has been killing off its
best young leaders, including
President John F. Kennedy,
Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, Rob-
ert F. Kennedy and Dr. King.

“IT WILL BE well for the|

American people to seek the jus-
tice which Dr. King worked for
rather than killing Ray,” the
Rev. Mr. Abernathy said.

The SCLC president, who took
.over the reins of the organiza-

tion after Dr. King was slain, |’
said he has known the Rev. Mr. |.

Bevel for eight years as an “out-
standing strategist and organiz-
er in the nonviolent movement.”
“I have absolute confidence
in his judgment and integrity,”
the Rev. Mr. Ab‘gmm‘y’sald

Q2T
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer w Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

File No.

January 21, 1969

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM

Philadelphia news media on January 19, 1969, carried
information that the Reverend JAMES BEVEL, Southern Christian
Leadership Council of Philadelphia, Pa., sent a telegram to
JAMES EARL RAY stating RAY did not kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING and BEVEL, who was present at KING's death, offered to
testify in RAY's behalf,

On January 19, 1969, BEVEL appeared on WCAU-TV,
Philadelphia, special news program during the half-time of
the National Football League All-Star Game, stating that he
had evidence that JAMES EARL RAY did not kill MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. BEVEL refused to divulge his evidentiary informatior
but offered to defend RAY in court though he (BEVEL) was not a
licensed attorney, but was learned in the law and had had much
experience in defending cases in the courts. BEVEL said he
analized all the facts and concluded RAY was not guilty.

BEVEL said he was speaking for his friends in SCLC
including the Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY, :

The television interview said that an unnamed
official of the SCLC in Atlanta, Ga., had told WCAU-TV that
BEVEL has been under pressure and wasspeaking for himself,
not SCLC.

The following is a verbatim tape transcription of
the KYW Television news, 11 p.m., January 19, 1969:

Eleven o'clock report in color with BERT ROSELL
and the eyewitness news team,

ROSELL: Good evening. There is a bizarre twist of
events today in the case of JAMES EARL RAY.
RAY is accused of kllllng Dr. MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR,.,, and goes on trial in Memphis, Tenn.,

March 3. The Reverend JAMES BEVEL is Director of Non-violent

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Education and Direction Action for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). He was with KING when the
civil rights leader was gunned down. BEVEL says that RAY

is innocent and has offered to serve as RAY's attorney, free
of charge. I talked to BEVEL this afternoon at his Phila-
delphia headquarters.,

ROSELL: Reverend, how do you know that he is not
guilty?
BEVEL: Well, in terms of gathering evidence, being

present, studying the whole problem of men
being murdered, how it is done, from
all the logical conclusion and evidence that I have gathered
my conclusion, based on the knowledge, in terms we built it
to experience, knowledge to the sense that the five senses
and even the sixth sense, my conclusion is that JAMES EARL
RAY did not kill Dr. KING,

ROSELL: What evidence do you have to support your
conclusions that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent?

BEVEL: "Well, I would not like to get into my
evidence and my information in terms of
that because if he asks me to take the case,

and I don't know whether he will or not, for me to give

that information now would not be to his advantage.

ROSELL: Why have you held back this long in offering
your services and proclaiming the innocence
of JAMES EARL RAY?

BEVEL: Well, I don't know, probably because I
have never (pause) I was involved in
developing as I am now, because I was in
a movement here in Philadelphia and I just haven't thought
in terms of offering this free kind of service to him.
When I started thinking about this particular predicament,
then I thought about,seeessaes

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY ‘
DR, MARTIN LUTHBR KING JR. - VICTIM

The following is an interview of Reverend JAMES
BEVEL by JAY SILVA, over television station WCAU, Philadelphia.
This is the local CBS affiliate. The announcer was RON
MILLER. The person interviewing BEVEL was JAY SILVA,

MILLER: Reverend JAMES BEVEL of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) says he will keep
the evidence he has which he says would prove

that JAMES EARL RAY did not assassinate Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, if

RAY does not accept BEVEL's offer of legal representation.

Reverend BEVEL sent a telegram to RAY yesterday offering to

represent him in court without a fee, The telegram added,

"I was present on April 4th at the Lorraine Motel when Dr.

KING died. You have been accused of murdering himj; of course,

I know you aren't guilty." Today, newsman JAY SILVA asked

Reverend BEVEL about the proof he saysg he has concernlng

RAY's innocence.

BEVEL: Number one, based on the evidence that I have in
terms of the incident that took place and based
on the opinion of all of my friends, I don't
_have a friend that I know that thinks that he did it. I thought
(inaudible) that the man is not guilty and have come to my
conclusions, and based on my evidence.

SILVA: What specifically is the evidence that leads you
to this conclusion?

BEVEL: At this time, I don't want to tell about that
because if I was going to defend him, you see, then
I would have to present that information to the
jury. So, I would not go into the details of my evidence at this
time because I would have to deal with that with the Jjury.

SILVA: You say that you have specific evidence that shows
JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN
LUTHER KING.

BEVEL: Mhm.,

SILVA: Then, do you have any idea who did, that shows

JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN
LUTHER KING?
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

BEVEL: Mhm.
SILVA: Well then, do you have any idea who did?
BEVEL: - Now, I am not a district attorney. It is the

responsibility of the district attorney to find

out who killed people. And it is the responsibility
of the defense attorney to prove that a particular person is not
guilty. So that, in the way the courts work, it is never the
responsibility of the defense attorney to prove who did kill
someone. It is his job to defend the person who has been accused,
that they are not guilty.

SILVA: You said you would defend JAMES EARL RAY without
any fee. Are you a lawyer?

BEVEL: No, I am not a licensed lawyer. I have handled
cases in court for the last few years. I have been
in court quite a bit and I have handled most of my

cases, The other thing is that I do know the law.

SILVA: The one thing that intrigues is, why have you held
back this information for so long?

BEVEL: Well, number one, I hadn't thought about offering
him my services. Now, the reason I, like I said, when
you bind information together then you can come to

conclusions. The first I said, he is not guilty. The next

thing I said, he needs a good lawyer. He needs the best lawyer

that the country can afford., And, of course, that means a

lawyer who has knowledge enough in that situation and who knows

the law. He needs a lawyer that can convince the jury that he

is not guilty. And that's why I offered him my services, because

I was interested in his having the best possible lawyer with the

maximum amount of knowledge in law to defend him before the

jury, because the jury and the country pretty much has

resigned the motion that the man is guilty and they are just

waiting to have a lynching party with him, you know. It is

very difficult at this point considering the emotional attach-

ment to Dr, KING that most people had, to have a fair trial,

SILVA: Do you speak for yourself on this issue?

- 4 -
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JAMES EARL RAYj
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., -~ VICTIM

BEVEL: For my friends? Ah, yes, my friends, RUTH
BASCOMBE, BEVERLY ERIC, REVEREND SHEPPARD,
DU BRADY, REVEREND ABERNATHY, MRS, ABERNATHY,
MRS. KING, ANDY YOUNG.

SILVA: Do you say Reverend ABERNATHY agrees with you?
You said your friends come to the same conclusion
as you have.

BEVEL: I don't have any friends who ever told me that
EARL RAY was guilty.

SILVA: So, inasfar as you know, Reverend ABERNATHY
agrees with you.

BEVEL: Certainly, in terms of his position on him and I
just talked to BERNARD LOVIER who is our Program
Director and I pointed out that if RAY would give
me the case, he would help me to do a lot of the research and
defend him.

MILLER: In Atlanta, Georgia, a spokesman for the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference said he, Reverend
BEVEL, has been under a lot of pressure recently,

Since Dr., KING's death he has gone into a deep depression

and if he sent the telegram, he is speaking for himself.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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FD-365 (Rev. 9-27-65)
e

FBI

Date: 1/21/69

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

—_— A o ———— —— .

Via AIRTEL REGISTERED MAIL
(Priority)
________________________________________________ b
To: Director, FBI ATTENTION:
CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
From: SAC, PHILADELPHIA ¢(¢y GENERAL INVEST. DIV.
(44-1368) [ DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV,

Subject:  MURKIN

[k CR [ EL [ VRA-65 [ ]CRA-64
[OPA [ PE () PF
[ BM []BM-Threats [JRacial Matters
[J Klan [ Organization

Summary of Complaint:
Remytels 1/1%/69.

Enclosed for the Bureau are three copies of a
;:ifu:xplanatary LiM. Info copfes furnished Memphis and
A\tlanta.

3 - Bureau (Enc. 3) (RM)
2 - Hemphis (Enc. 2) (RM)

o 3) - Atlanta (Ene. 1) (RM) N e A
"7 - Philadelphia IR
1 -~ B-1368
1 -~ 100-8718% (SCLC)

ACTION: UACB:

No further action being taken and
GJ LHM enclosed Copy furnished to USA
) LHM being submitted
[J Report being submitted

(] Preliminary investigation instituted

[ Limited investigation instituted

&

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge
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PH 44-1368

WF 1928-PRI advised 1/14/68 that Reverend JAMES BEVEL
at an SCLC meeting recently held at Frogmore, 5. C., wanted the
Reverend KALPH ABERHATHY of SCLC to step down in favor of the
feverend JESSE JACKSON. WF 1928~PRI also said BEVEL was returning
to Philadelphia to create & furor in the next four to six months.
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FBI ATLANTA

FBI WASH DC
527P% URGENT 1-29-68 BGM
TO ATLANTA 44-2336

FROM DIRECTOR

MURKIN

éHTICLE IN "THE
REVEREND RALPH DAVID
LEADERSHIP CDNFEQE&CE
INDICATING A CONSPIRACY EK;STS IN THE ASSISSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, J=x (ASsASSINATION APRIL FOUR, NINETEEN
SIXTY=-EIGHT)

YOU SHOULD
FUR DETAILS OF ANY INFORMATION HE POSSESSES, HIS SOURCE OF
INFORMATION, AND CONDUCT ALL NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO :
THORQUGHLY RESDLVE.TRIS MATTER A3 WELL AS ANY INFORMATION
STEMMING FROM INTERVIEW OF REVEREND ABERNATHY. KEEP BUREAU

FULLY INFORMED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. AIRMAIL COPY SENT

MEMPHIS,.

SAT

FBI ATLANTA

44-38861

IMMEDIATELY INTERVIEW REVEREND ABERNATHY

1P
WASHINGTON POST" NEWSPAPER TODAY GUOTES \
ABERNATHYs HEAD OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN |
(SCLC)Y IN A NEWS CONFERENCE AS. 2

SEARCHED . ANDEXED oo
SERIALIZED.. oo FILED i
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1-34-89
PLAIN TEXT

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)
TROM MEMPHIS (44~1987) ,3
.
ON JAN. TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYNINE, ME THRKX TERXE RIGNT R
ADVISED THAT JAMESERVEL OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP _
CONFERENCE (SCLC), ACCOMPANIED BY YOUNG MALE NEGRO, CXDRIC MOORE,
FORNERLY OF MEMPHIS, WOW OF PHILADRLPNIA, PA., ONE (FNU)
RUTHERFORD, SCLC GENERAL NANAGER, AND (FNU) NIXON (PEONETIC),
FORMER CANPATGN MANAGER OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY OF COMEDIAN
DICK GREGORY, WERX IN MKMPNIS, TENW. O NIGNT JANGARY TWENTYTEREE,
SIXTYNINE. BEVEL CLAIMED TO NAVE COMFERRED FOR SEVERAL MOURS
JANUGARY TWENTYTHRRE, SIXTYNINE, ON KIGNTE FLOOR OF PEABODY NOTEL
WITR JAS EARL RAY'S ATTORMEY, PERCY FORKMAN, AND LATER FORXNAN
AND BEVEL CONFERRED WITH BAY IN SHKLEY COUNTY JAIL. AT ABOUT TEM
P.N., BEVEL CALLED PRESS CONFERENCE AT CLAYRONN TEMPLE AME CHURCH,
AT WHICK HE INVITED BELEGAYES TO MATIOMAL COUNCIL OF CHNURCHES
MID-WINTER COMPERENCE, THEN MKKTING IN MENPNIS. BEVEL CLAINED |
THAT NE WAS CONVINCKD OF BAY'S INMNOCENCE IN KILLING MARTIN LUTHER |
KING, JR. CLAIMED ANERICA IS TRYING TO LYNCH BAY, CLAIMED 8CLC |

@h-mumn Y- J"’"‘E{gajf‘{"*f |
—— 1T < ATLANTA - {SEARCHED _—npexep :
"~ 1 - ME 170-70-8Sub(ME 338-R) N i
1 - MR 187-168 (SCLC) % N2 71969
FBI — ATLANTA

A
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PAGE TWO

PRESIDENT, REV. RALPH ABERNATHY, IS ALSO CONVINCED OF RAY'S
INNOCENCE, HE REFUSED TO FURNISH THE BASIS FOR HIS STATEMENTS,
OTHER THAN TO CLAIM HE HAD "PROPHETIC POWERS." BEVEL ADDED
THAT HIS CONVICTIONS REGARDING RAY'S INNOCENCE HAD BEEN DISCUSSED
BY HIM WITH ABERNATHY AND OTHER SCLC LERADERS AT A RECENT SCLC
RETREAT IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND HE HAD CONVINCED THEM HE HAD PROOF
OF RAY'S INNOCENCE, INDICATING THAT HE IS MAKING THESE CHARGES
WITH ACQUIESCENCE OF SCLC LEADERS,

AIR MAIL COPIES TO ATLANTA AND PHILADELPHIA,

P,
END

-2
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FBI ATLANTA | |
3:55 PM URGENT 1/30/69 SAT L
TO DIRECTOR 44-382&] AND MEMPHIS
\.FROM,ATLANTA‘éé-ZSQG

RE BUREAU TEL TC ATLANTA JAN, z]?\!TYHT\E SIXTYNINT, o |
APPOINTMENT WAS MADE THIS DATE FCR INTERVIEW WITH REZV, RALPH"’

ARERNATHY., WHEN SA'S .0, RICHARD HAMILTON AND ARTHUR L. MURTAGH
{
ARRIVED AT SCLC HEADQUARTERS, ABERNATHY'S SECRETARY ADVISED Hz'ﬁ

WAS NOT IN BUT SHE WOULD CGHTACT HIM OM THE TELEPHOS?. SA

HAMILTCN TELEFHONICALLY TALYED ! ITU A?MPWAT Y WHC APOLGGIZED

FOR BEING UNAELE 10 XEFP THE APPOTNTMENT AVD SAID WE WAS "VISITING

THE SICK".

ARERNA THY ADVISEZD CONCERMNIMNG HIS STATEMINT TC THE PRESS THAT A

bl

CONSPIRACY EXISTS I THE

‘I>

jetion

SEASSINATION CF FARTIN LUTHER ¥ING JR.y 

THAT WHAT MT ACTUALLY STATED WAS IN VITW CF THE ASSASSINATIONS OF

PRESIDENT JOMY F, KENNEDY, ROPERT F, KENNEDY, MEDZAR EVERS, AND

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR;, WOULD BE AN INDICATION TO HIM

TND PAGE ONT

B
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'THAT THERE MAY BE A CONSPIRACY AMONG THE "FORCES OF EVIL™ TO

DO AWAY WITH ANY YOUss "MILITANT" wwe'srpnns,reR'EIGHTEQUéMESS;;
ABERNATHY STATED HE HAS NO EVIDENCE NOR HAS ME HEARD FROM ANY
SOURCE ANY SPECIFIC INFORMATION THAT A CONSPIRACY EXISTS

IN THIS MATTER. HE ADVISED THAT THE STATEWENT MADE TO THE _
PRESS CONCERNING A CONSPIRACY CONCERNED THE ASSASSINATIONS OF
ALL THE ABQVE ¥EN. | |
'ABERMATHY ADVISED THAT SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, REV, JAMES LAWSON,
WINISTER OF CENTENARY WETHOLIST CHURCH, MEMPHIS, TOLD HIM IT
WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT THT DAY PRIOR TO THT ASSASSINATION

OF KING, TWC NEGRC FIREMEN WHO WORKED IN THE' FIRE STATICN ACSDSSl

o

THE STREET FROM THE MOTEL WHTRT XINS WAS KILLFD WERE &OUED,\
LEAVING SOME UNMANNED FIRE EQUIPMENT. ACCORDING TO LAWSON,
THE TYO NESRQ FIREMEN WERE MOVSD TO FIRE STATIONS WHICH WERE
CALREADY FULLY “ANNED AND EQUIPPED, ALSO ACCORDING TO LAWSON,

A NEGRO POLICEZMAN WHQ WORKED THT BEAT WHICH INCLUDED TH¥
v

MOTEL WMERE XI¥5 WAS XILLED WAS MO

OFF OF THAT RTAT
THE DAY X140 WAS KILLZD.

TaD PAGE TWO
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aLone. WLTH. 44AT I HE HAS HEARD AND READ CON-

 CERNING UNIDENTIFIED RADIO CALLS

WHICH DIVERTED A SEARCH
FOR A WHITE MUSTANG LEADS HIM TO BELIEVE THAT THERE MAY BE =
A CONSPIRACY IN THIS MATTER. \ B e

MEMPHIS CONTACT REV,. JAMES LAWSON CONCE

FRAUTMA THE. A?nvr MATTER

RN

AND CONDUCT AL P“C¥QSARY T“VSCTIJATIOﬁ T0
~RESCLVE T““ MATTER

: ZND
P
3DC

FBI MEMPHIS

TU
)

ERT FeI JasHd e
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Atlanta, Georgia

January 31, 1908

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

ASSASSINATION QF
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
APRIL 4, 1968 |

The January 29, 1988, edition of "The Washington Post”
newspape:r containod an article which guoted Rev. Ralph David
Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, a8 indicating in a news coaiference that a conapiracy
exists with regard to the assassiantion of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

On January 30, 1969, Rev. Aberanathy was interviewed
by a Special Agent of the FBI at Atlanta, Georgia, and the
results are set forth on the following page:

W G WS SR W MR G R ke W TR ter R R R S AR B I IO W S e R e Wl e e A e

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dio-
tributed outside your agency.

~B._ - Pureau (RM) 2 -~ Memphis (RM)
1~ Atlanta (44-2386) )
TORH:vsC

(8) o oem

W/ §/ Y D75 0157
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~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

,Daé January 31, 1969

Rev. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, President of the Southern
’Christian Leadership Conference, 330 ’ Auburn Avenue, R, E.,

‘Atlanta, Georgia, telephonically"advised with regards to his
Btatement to the press, which was quoted in "The Washington

Post" newspaper, Washington, D, C., on January 29, 1969, tmat ~—

- what he told the press was that he believed in view of the
~ assassiantions of President JOHN F, KENNEDY, ROBERT F. KENNEDY,
MEDGAR EVERS and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., there would be an
indication to him that there may. be'a conspiracy among the
- forces of evil to do away with any young militant who_stands 5
for righteousness, Rev, ABERNATHY advised that he has no |
specific information or other evidence that a conspiracy exists %
- with roespect to the specific assassination of Dr. KING. '
advised that the statement made to the press on January 29
1969, in which he referred to a conspiracy concerned the
'*'assassination of 2ll of the above-mentioned persons, In regard
- to those assassinations he made it clear he has no evidence
. indicating a conspiracy and it is only his belief or fear on
his part that such a conspiracy does exist, He stated he has
- no idea what individuals or forces would be involved in such a_
) conSpiracy. s 4 ,
: Rev. ARERNATHY advised that several months ago Rev.‘
. JAMES LAWSON, Minister of the Centenary Methodist Church at
© . Memphis, Tennessee told him, Rev. ABERWATHY, that it was Rev.
LAWSON's understanding that the day before the assassination
of Dr. KIEG, two Hegro firemen, wvho had been assigned to the
S+ fivre statlon across the street from the motel where Dr. KING
- was killed, were moved to another fire station. According to
Rev. LAWSON that move left the fire station unmanned and they
were moved to a station which was already fully mapnned and o
"equipped. Also according to Rev. LAVSON, a Negro policeman,
who worked the beat which included the motel where Dr. KING was
killed, was moved off of that beat t he- & ay Dr. KING was
killed April 4, 1968 but prlor to the killing.

o e e N

BEAAG-

| 2
0m—éh&ﬂuﬁa___m___Atl#ntaeruugda_;_____Jme#_Ailgnig 442386
bYWIW}E%MG————Dm dictated 1/31/69

This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be disiributed outside your agency.
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1/31/69

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: BAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)

Re Atlanta teletype to Hurcau And Meuphis dated
1/30/68, and Bureau telephone call to Atlhatsz, 1/30/69,

Enclosed for the Burcau are five (5) copies of LHM and
to Memphis are two (2) copies of LHM captioncd "ASSASSINATION OF
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, AT HEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, APRIL 4, 1968V,

3 « Bureau (Enc., 5) (Ru)

2 - Memphis (Enc. 2) (Ru)
. 2/ Atlanta

ORH :vmcC

(7 —
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1/31/69

PLA INTEXT
AIRTEL
TG: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: WURKIN
00: ME

Re Atlanta teleype to Bureau, 1/30/69, concerning
the interview of Reverend RALPH ABERRNATHY, 3CIC
Headquarters, Atlanta, Georgia.

The results of the investigation conducted
by the Mewphis Divigion in roagard to the reference
of ABERNATHY re Citizens Banid radio transaissions
and the removal of Negro firemen and policemen from the
immediate area of the Lorraine Motel shortly prior
to the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
were forwarded to the Bureau by Memphis airtels to the
Bureau dated 7/29/68 and 11/21/68.

The only item mentioned by ABERNATHY that
has not been fully explained to the Bureau is
the fact that Reverend JAMES LAWSON, Memphis, advised
ABERNATHY that a Negro policeman who worked the
bsat which included the motel where Dr. XIRG was
killed was moved off that beat the day KING was killed.

On 1/31/68, Lt. E. H, ARKIN, Intelligence

——nit, Memphis PD, advised that the MNMemphis PD

does not maintain any officers on a “walking beat” other

=Bureau
anta (44-2386) INFO
%Mphn

1
2
|
2
v

) / """ / : k Q/
s’mncm INDEXED

SERIALZEN ... FILEDL,
FEB 3 1969
/) /FB —.&l}A"{TA

?,%f L
<l

/
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ME 44-1987

than on special occasions and that from a review
of the Memphis PD records he ascertained

that there were no Memphis police officers assigned
to a "walking beat" in Memphis on the day Dr. KING
was killed.

In this regard it is believed that Reverend
LAWSON was referring to Detective X. E. REDDITT,
Memphis PD, who was removed from a lookout poaition at
engine house #2 of the Memphis Fire Department on 4/4/88
due to the fact a number of threats had been made on
REDDITT's life as a result of REDDITT's activities
in attending meetings of the striking sanitation
workers in Memphis in February and March, 1968.
REDDITT was removed from this fire house and two
officers of the Memphis PD were assigned at that
:1-. to protect REDDITT and members of REDDITT's
amily.

In view of the above, the Memphis Division
does not anticipate interviewing Reverend JAMES LAWSON
concerning the information LAWSON furnished to ABERNATHY.

A copy of this airtel is being submitted for

the information of the Atlanta Division as Atlanta obtained

the informmtion in question as a result of the interview
of Reverend ABERNATHY at Atlanta.
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PD-18 tRay, 12-13-58)

FBI

Date; 2/18/69

Transmit the following in —

-

" (Type in plain test or code}

’ " (Priority or Method of Mailing)

Lo X quqn-\—-wm——wq—pw-—-—v—w—...—---"-,———-q_.-.-—p—._—————.—-——————Lp-.-,.—.g,_,—..——,

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

All offices receiving copies of this airtel should
note that the trial in instant case has been postponed from
March 3, 1969, until April 7, 1969, in Division III of the
Shelby County Criminal Court, Memphis, Tenn, In the event
you receive inquiries from any witnesses who have been previously
subpoenaed, you should advise them that their testimony will
still be desired for the new trial on 4/7/69, If they have any
nead for further data11§, they should correspond directly with
Attorney General PHIL A, CANALE, Shelby County Courthouse,
Memphis, Tennessee,

The Bureau is requested to advise Legats London,
Paris, and Qttawa of the postponement in order that they may
be able to answer any inguiries from persons in their areas
who may have been subpoenaed,

- Bureau
Atlanta
Birmingham
Chicago
Kansas City
Los Angeles
Mobile

New Orleans
St. Louis

Memphis \ 4-23 J ia PG

:Jap SEARCHED _ i
? SERIALIZED_. B

1111111

~AG NDodNdNDNIN

N0

i, T &
Approved: Sent : %ir"k.,_._.___.__.__._.

) Special A}‘nt in chatqe
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HE 44-10287

Iin view of plans’ being laid throughout the cauntry

'wior tha‘observance of 4/4/69 as 2 memorial observance for

MARTIN LUTHIR KING, it is suggested that the Bureau considef
requesting all offices to advise Memphis of any information

they may receive which would indicnte that militant groups

or individuals plan to come to iemphis on 4/4/69 and who may

‘yemnin to demonstratn or otherwise disrupt subject's trial on

4/7/69,

N
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. Atlanta, Georgia

March 11, 1969

ANONYHOUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
PARTICIPATION OF RAYMOND POLACCO
IN ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On March 7, 1969, Mr. Jim Rankin, City Desk, "“The
Atlanta Constitution" newspaper, Atlanta, Georgia, furnished
a letter, contained in an envelope, postmarked Amarillo, Texas,
March 2, 1969, The letter, which was typewritten and unsigned,
states as follows:

"Harch 1, 1969

"The Constitution
Atlanta Rewspapers, Inc.
10 Forsythe St., N,VW,
Atlanta, Gsorgia 30030

"To Whom it may concern:

"] am sure this is some information that you would
appreciate. I have been keeping up with what you
publish about the Martin Luther King Jr., case,

That whole thing was plotted in Atlanta, Ga. One
of the key pay-off men is a Cuban, 27 years of age,
his name is Raymond Polacco and uses telephones,
concerning his pay~-off at 4550 Ridgecrest and 834 C
Confederate Courts S, E, He is also shacking with
a little red headed girl at the Confederate Courts
address. This little red-headed girl is Debbie
Blackman. They make a lot of trips togethBf &6
New Orleans, la. SEARCHED

AN
WD

$ - Buresun This document contains neither recommendagi ns con=-
s - lbl!==rsions of the FBI. It is the property of the"

= Bal aned to youx agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-
@~ AT ¢yibuted outside your agency.
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ANONYMOUS ACCUSATION

"I live in New Orleans and know this girl real well.
She does not know that this Cuban is the pay-off man,
She is a teen-ager and should not be involved in this
crinme." v

The current Atlanta City Directory reflects there is
no address such as 4550 Ridgecrest Drive in Atlanta. The current
suburban directory for the Atlanta, Georgia, area reflects
4550 Ridgecrest Drive, Forest Park, ig occupied by Mr, Alf Calalay,

On March 10, 1969, Miss Deborah Diane Blackman,
834 Confederate Court, Apartment C, age 19, advised she met
Raymond or Raymon Polacco about four months ago at The Scene,
a nightclub in Atlanta, Georgia. She advised she dated Polacco
several times after that and he came to her apartment on numerous
occasions where she lives with her sister, Judy Griffin. She
advised she has not seen Polacco for about one month, although
she dated him quite steadily during the period that she knew him,
Miss Blackman advised that according to Polacco he was married
and geparated from his wife and he worked at the First National
Bank in Atlanta, Georgia, and attends Georgia State College in
Atlanta. She said that according to Polacco he is half Italian
and half Spanish. Miss Blackman advised that Polacco is from
California., She believes he is from the Los Angeles area but
is not sure, She advised he called his home in California on
two or three occasions during the period of time she knew him
from her and her sister's apartment. She advised she heard that
Polacco has been reconciled with his wife and is living with her
again, .

Miss Blackman advised that she and a girl friend have
made two trips to New Orleans, Louisiana, the first one being
made in December, 19€8, and the second in February, 1969. The
girl who accompanied her was Charlotte lizjure, She stated these

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ANONYMOUS ACCUSATION

were short weekend trips, the latter being to attend the

Mardi Gras., She denied that Polacco ever went with her to
New Orleans or to any place outside of Atlanta. Miss Blackman
advised during the time she knew Polacco, he never mentioned
James Earl Ray nor does she recall that he ver mentioned the
assagsination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. '

Miss Blackman advised that Polacco is a white male,
about 25 years old, about 5' 9" tall, medium build, black hair,
black eyes, olive complexion, and wears expensive clothing.

Miss Blackman advised that her sister, Judy, is
mnarried to, separated from, and in the process of getting a
diverce from Joe Griffin, who resides at 1918 North Manhattan
Street, Amarillo, Texas, She advised he is a house painter
by trade and is about 50 years old. Miss Blackman stated that
Judy and Joe Griffin have three children, who are living with
Judy, and that Joe Griffin is attenpting to obtain custody of
the children. During his attempts to obtain custody of the
children, he has attempted to prove that Judy is an unfit mother,
In making these sallegations, he has accused Judy of having
1llicit affairs with Raymond Polacco, She advised that on at
least one occasicn, Joe Griffin called a neighbor of Polacco's
and told the neighbor that Polacco was running around with Judy
and told Judy that from that conversation with the neighbor, he
. deternined that Polacco is actually a Cuban. She advised that
Joe Griffin and Raymond Polacco have never actually met to her
knowledge but that Griffin seems intent upon proving an illicit
relationship between Polacco and Judy Griffin,

On Harch 10, 1969, Mrs, Judy Griffin, 834 Confederate
Court, Apartment C, S, E,, Atlanta, Georgia, confirmed the above
information furnished by Deborah Blackman, her sister, and stated
that Joe Griffin, her husband, appears to be attempting through
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ANONYMOUS ACCUSATION

telephone calls, to prove that she and Raymnond Polacco have
been too intimate., She advised that Polacco has been to

her and her sister's apartment on numerous occasions but that
actually her sister, Deborah Blackman, has been dating Polacco.

Judy Griffin advised that the telephone call allegedly
made by Griffin to a neighbor of Polacco's was made to a family
by the name of Calalay. She does not know where the Calalay
family lives and neither Judy Griffin nor Deborah Blackman admitted
knowing the residence of Raymond Polacco,

Deborah Blackman advised that during the time Polacco
was allegedly separated from his wife he claimed to have an apart-
ment in Atlanta, but she does not know where it was located.

4%
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AIRTEL AIRMAIL

iavlowed herewith for the Bureau are five (3) copies
of LEM, captionsd “ANONYNOUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING PARTICIPATION
OF RATHOED POLACCO IN ABSASSIEATION OF MAKYIN LUTHER KING, JR.™

Two copies of the LEN are beiag enclosed for Mewphis
and one copy for Dallas.

Atlanta indices negative concerning BRAYMOND POLACCO
and Debbie or Deborah Hlacksan.

Becords of the Atlanta Folice Department contsin no
record of RATHMOND POLACCO.

The snclosod INN is self-explanatory.

The saonynous letter, which was ammtly sritten by
JOE GRIFFIN, 1018 J. innhattan a., Amzrille . Yould appear
Te be s violstiem of hlachesil statutes sitaln the 'investigative
Jurisdiction M m Post Office Departuent. In view of the sud-
,jmntmi . the latter is net beling furaished to the

local Posta mummuezmmtmmnnw
the Buresa,
- te (44-1007) (Eme. 2)
- = our. 2
; - éx&m 1) (iato) sﬁ
C - D
0N : vme SShtizen” o
®— " —
o INdEXzD ‘
sy
ya /;. H ~_
N gl T
».w{:;/n“ “uﬁj’{ﬁ?
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AT 44-2088

Imllas Office is being furnisied one copy siace
the writer of the letier spparently lives withia that division.
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AIRTEL

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
From: Director, ¥BI (44-38861)
MURKIN

S 1

For informmtion of Offices receiving this communice-

3.18.89

tion, Jemes REArl Ray on March 10, 1969, in Shelby County

Criminel Court, Nemphis, Tennessee, entered a plea of guilty

to the state charge of murder in comnection with the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., and was sentenced
to & term of imprisomment for 99 years,

In the event you receive inquiries from any witnesses
in the state case, you

who have been previously

should advise them of the above court proceedings. If any

individusls who contact you desire any further details, they

should be advised to correspond directly with Nr., Phil M.

Cansle, Jr,, State Attorney General, Shelby County Courthouse,

Nemphis, Tennessee,

(3 = Atlanta

T - Birmingham
2 = Chicago

2 - Kansas City
3 - Los Angeles
2 - Nobile

2 « New Orleans
2 - B8t, louis

& EN.‘ . "2 1 :"} 1969

Tl FBI—pTIANTA

v L &

4/4 I
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3-14-89

AIRTEL

To: SAC, Dallas (44-26849)
From: Director, FBI (44-38881)
MURKIN

ReATairtel tc the Buresu dated 3-11-69.

Dallas should immediately locate and interview
Joe Griffin, 1918 N. Manhettsn St., Amarillo, Texas,
conceraing any information he may have im his possession
regarding the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
You should also determine location of Raymond Polacco
through interview of Griffin and set forth leads to
have him interviewed.

Atlanta should continue efforts to locate
Raymond Polacco in an effort to interview him and completely
resolve this sllegation. It is noted that Polacco was
allegedly employed at the First National Bank in Atlanta,
Georgia, and allegedly attends Georgia State College in
Atlanta. Your efforts to locate Polacco should not be
limited to his alleged place of employment and school as
8ll avenues must be exhausted to locate and interview him.

Based upon availsble imformation, Bureau indices
containp nro information ideatifisble with Raymond Polacco
or Joe Griftin,

Keep the Buresu advised of pertiment developments.

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (for imfo)
- Atlanta (44-2386) (for info)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. Dallas, Texas
March lv, 1u8%

ANNONYMOUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
PARTICIPATION CF RAYNOND PCLACCC
IN ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Refereonce is made to the memorandum, entitled
as above, submitted by the Atlanta Office com March 11,
186%,

A check of the City Directory of Amariile,
Texana, failed to revea)] an addross ¢f 1515 North Manhattan
Street or the name of JOE GRIFFIN., The City Directory
did reveal a J, E, Griffin, Painter, residing at 1913
North Manhattan Street,

Cperator Ro, 20, Amarille Credit Association,
#12 Taylor Street, on March 17, 196v, advised that Johanie
E, Griffin, 1213 North laphattan Street, had beea known
te their files since July of 1568, and was reportedly
employed as a2 house painter, The name of his wife w»as
shown &8s Judy but file also coatained information that
Griffin had filed for diverce from Judy on January 9,
1969,

On March 17, 196s, Mr. Johnnie Ernest Griffin,
1913 North Manhattan Street, Amarillo, Texas, was inter-
viewed at his place of employment, the Astoria Park
Apartments, Amarille, Texas, Griffim advised that oa

This document coninins neither reccasenda-
ticns ncor cenclusions of the ¥Fal, It is
the property of the FBI snd is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are

not te be distributed cutside your agency.

SEARCHED ... INBEXED . ... ]
SERIALIZED FILED____.
MAR 21 1969
FBI— ATLANTA y
/ _07 jfé AT er
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ANNORYNCUS ACCUBATICN ALLEGING
PARTICIPATIGN COF RAYMGND
POLACCO IN ASBASINATION CF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Japusry 6, 1963, his wife's sister, lMrs, Charlie (¥amds)
Johmston, came to Ammrillo, and lived with thes until

ny of 1963, Hs advieed that she has mow returned to her
husbhand and that they reside at 312 - Aparimeat 3, Eloige
Courts, Atlante, Gecrgia, and that the husbaad, Charite
Johnstea, is employod as 3 fireman for the City of
Atiamte, Georgias,

He adyised that the sother ¢f Chariie Johastoa
is ¥rs, R, 3, Johnsten, 554 Hill Street, Atlanta,
Geergin, He stated that omo time at Amarillo while Wands
Johaston was druak, sho stated that heor hesband,

Charlie Johaston, had run over a MNegro boy sad nxua

hiz, 8She stated that her busband bad killed a Negre for
free but thmt her mother in law got 3$16,0006,00 fer
sheoting Maritis Luther King. He stated that he did met
know wvhethor this wis thwe ¢r not, bat that irs, Johmstonm
did sbout that time send ¥anda Johmston about 32,000,.00 to
pry fer 8 car,

Griffin advised that all of his wife's family
call hin Joe Griffim., He stated tiat his wife, Judy
Griffia, loft hik about COctober, 1363, and returaed to
Atianta, Georgia, vhere she resides with 2 sister,
Beborah Blackman, At 834-C Confederate Courts, Atlamta,
Georgia, He advised that there is preseantiy & court
fight soiag on for ihe custody of their three childrea,

Griffin advised that he was in Atlanta just
before Chmistuas of 1963, and that Deborsh Bisckman
told hin thet lrs., Johasicon had received amother “big
pay off” ia the MNartim Lather Kiag cese, andé that this
“pay off” had boen made by Eaymond Polacev, He advised
thrt he had never met this Raymond Polacco baut that he
was going with Deboerahk Bisckman at the time that he was
in At iants,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




ARNCHNYNCGUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
PARTICIPATION CF RAYNOND
PULACCO IN ASSASINATION CF
NARTIN LUTHER X1NG,JR,

Gritfin advised that he returmed to Amarille,
Texas, and that on Janeayy 28, 1962, he reoceived a
telegran which read ss follows:

“Dear Sir: I would like to get im touch
with you comcerning your family. It is impor-
tant, 1 would like for you to reply back to
the Atlaata Nain Office, seadiag your tele-
pbone Ausber, Plesse amswer one way or the
other. DRUCEZ MARKES."

Gritfiin advised that he sgeni 2 telegras back
furaishiag his phepe munber and the aext day received
& telephone call fyes Raysmomd Polececo from Atlanta,
Georgia, PMolaceo fdvised that he uaderstood that
Griffin waa lockimag for evidemce i{c indicate ithat his wife
was morslily unfit to have the childrea asd stated that
he sould secure pictures of his wiie in the nnde or in bed
with some man if Oriffin would pey him $8500,08, He
indicated to Griffia that he was s iavestigator sad
10ld Griffia that he ceuld be reached at Atlamnta tele~
phone nunber 404-361-7287,

Grifftin sdvised that he called Polacce bLack at
this namber and talked with a8 wonsh whose name he under-
stoed to be "Callowsy™. She advised that Polaces did aot
live at that address hut that she babysst for the four year
old dnughter of Polacco., She said that Polaceo lived
“down the astreet” snd advised that she lived at 4580
Ridgearest Drive, She siated that Polaceco was 8 Cuban,

27 years of age, vas not employed, but had & wife wiao
worked in 3 drug storve., BShe ssid that Polacce was
sttending school somewhsre im Atlaats,

Oriffin sas thea asked if he wrote z letter

tc the Atlasia Consmtitution, Atlants, Georgia, about
this natter and eamphatically demied writing such &

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




ANMONYHOUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
PARTICIPATIGR CF RAYNOND
POGLACCU IN ASSASINATION OF
BARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

jetter, He stated that xll that he knew about the
Nartia Lutber King assassination bhad cowe from sembers
¢f his wife's family and that he kmev nothiag of his
own knowledge ahout the matter,

CGn Maych 17, 1569, Mr. Dee Riller, Attomey
at Lav, Fiek Buiiding, Eighth and Polk Streety Ammrilic,
Texns, advised that he represeated Jelmmie E, Griffin
in 2 diveres and child custody suit against his former
wife, Judy Griftin, of Atianta, Georgis, Ho advised that
he did yeceive a call from & san naned Raymend, last aame
net given, irem Atlamnta, Georgia, advising that he would
secure comprexising photographs of Judy Griffim for use
in the child custody matter for $500.00, Milier advised
that this caller claimed to be an investigator but
stated that it wazs issediately appareat to aim that

_the caller was mot aa imvestigstor since he did ot

ovel have & caners snd waated am advance so that e could
buy a camera., Jiiller ifecld this caller that they were
ot interested in such & propesition.

My, Biller advised that there was & hearing
at Amerilleo, Texas, cn Janumry 24, 15688, ia the child
custody matter and that Griffia had furaished him scue
letters frxom am “Aumt Ella” frowm Decaturg. Georgia, vhich
letters described the imsorsl bebhaviour ef Judy Griifim
while in Atlsmta, He sdvised that he subpoensed this
perscy tc the heariag and attespted to introduce the
letters but "Aumt Ella” dented writimg sech leotters and
stated she convinced him that she did aot write the
letters. He stanted that he a2ccused Griffia of preparing
tho letters from “Aunt Ella” but he demled it, MNr.
Miller sadvizsed that im viev of this, he wag seriously
oonsidering asking permission of the court to withdraw frows
the case,

- 40
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3/19/6¢%

AIKTEL
°0: DIRECTCR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, DALLAS (44-2649) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Bureau airtel tc Dallas dated 3/14/69,

Epclosed herewith for the Bureau are five
copies of LHM captioned "ANONYMOUS ACCUSATION ALLEGING
PARTICIPATION CF RAYMOND POLACCU IN ASSASSINATION OF
?&RTIK LUTBER XING, ., dated 3/14/6%, at Dallas,
Texas,

Two copies each are also eaclosed fér the
Atlanta and Memphis offices,

The interview of JOUHNNIE ERNEST GRIFFIN also
known as Joe Griffim, was conducted by SAs WILLIAMN
R. JERKINS and LARRY J, ETEGING. The imterview of
Attorney DEE MILLER was by SA WILLYAM R, JENKINS.

LEADS
ATLANTA

AT FOREST PARK, GECRGIA. 1. ¥ill interview MNrs.
ALF CALALAY, o gecrest Street, since this is
apparently the persoam that GRIFFIN talked with by phoae
and who said that she was a babysitter for RAYMOND
POLACCO and kept his four year eld daughter,

2, Will determine holder of Atlanta
nusber 404-361-7297, aad 1f not listed to ALF CALALAY
will interview them for information comceraing POLACCO.

3 - Bureau (Enc, 85)

_INDEXED ..
2 Memphis (44-1957) (sac. 2) P S—
" 2.# Atlanta (44-3386)(Enc. 2) ‘ 1959
1 - Dalls MARZ21
i‘m}-mr # FBl——ATL-ANTA/ ; ~
(8)
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'OXFBI ATLANTA

'FBI WASH DC
827PM URGENT 3/28/69 CAB
TO DIRECTOR ATALNTA MEMPHIS PHILADELPHIA

FROM WASHINGTON FIELD 44-703 1P
M URKIN

| RE PHILADELPHIA TEL MARCH TWENTY-SEVEN, LAST.

LEONARD E. DOYLE, R (PROB), (PROTECT) ADVISED MARCH
twmwsmsﬁr INSTANT THAT BEVEL NOT IN WDC. ACCORDING TO .
SOURCE BEVEL BELIEVED TO BE IN ATLANTA ATTENDING AN SCLC
S TAFF MEETING. | o .
END |
L WG

FBI ATLANTA

'6‘,«3”@/

5
Yo,
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TC DIRECTCR, WASHINGTO
FROY ATTANTA (44-2388)

BURKIN

DT OBPHILADTLPUIA

ATLANTA S0URCTS

I3 10T I ATLAVTA
SUPPOSID TC BT 19

FRI PHILA
}“)

MXS

FBI WASH DC*

NT 5/28/€9 LG

DELPHIA

}

N FITLD, PHILA

REVEL

ALTHOUGH
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FBI MEMPHIS

545 PM URGENT 3-28-69 DND \

TO DIEECTGR (44-38861): WFO., A'I’I..ANTA; OND MOBILE

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987). : \ 5 P
C AN ;5»
| L 5’ &
M URKIN . A ¢
RE PHILADELPHIA TEL TO BUREAU MARCH TWENTYSEVEN LAST.

FOR MOBILE'S INFORMATION, BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED THAT REV.
JAMES BEVEL, SCLC OFFICIAL, BE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWD CONCERNING'
HIS STATEMENT IN NEW YORK TIMES THAT LETTER WAS TURNED OVER TO

MEMPHIS PD APPROXIMATELY APRIL THREE, \‘SIXTYEIGHT:V CONTAINING.

INFORMATION THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS TO BE KILLED WHILE IN
MEMPHIS. MEMPHIS PD HAS NO KNOWLEDGE THIS LETTER.

| BEVEL IS NOT NOW IN MEMPHIS BUT INFO AVAILABLE TO MEMPHIS

INDICATED ABERNATHY OF SCLC IS TO BE IN ATLANTA MARCH TWENTYNINE
NEXT AND ALSO THAT NUMEROUS SCLC OFFICIALS ARE TO MEET AT B
MONTGOMERY, ALA. ON APRIL FOUR NEXT.

ATLANTA AND MOBILE ATTEMPT TQ LOCATE AND INTERVIEW BEVEL. P.-

END

L WG

FBI ATLANTA

/%9/155/4 m |

SEARCHED.__INDEXED_——-
SERIALIZED, - FILED e
- MAR 281989
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PD-350 (v, %16-63)

O

{Mount Cllpping in Space Below)

\E\ay S hmacence @an B@ P mfed

l

by SCLC’S Rev. Beve} Abema‘ihy

f‘Beheves ;

By HENRY P. LEIFERMANN

/By United Press Intemahona/

The Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy

~ said Thursday’ he believes .one

of his aides, the Rev. James
. Bevel, can prove James Earl
Ray is innocent in the assas-,
sination of Dr. Martin Luther !
King Jr.

“I have absolute confidence in!

his judgment and integrity, -
Abernathy said of Bevel,

the

M W
Percy Foremau

5 Thursday,
] Beivel has refused to elabﬁrate

1

J Rays attorney, Percy Fore-
‘man ‘of Houston, has not|
- commented on Bevel’s offer of
h‘elp Neither Foreman, who is

,)'

g . ‘
g{x Memphls Tenn., nor Leve]
4SS available for comment

e ————

—_—
on ivhatever information h> has,
Abgrnathy’s telegram statérnent
was issued -after he, Bevel and
,other SCLC officials d1scu<7sed

i o

i

situation b
esday. Y telephone]

Bevel had b
a de fense wi

thev :
Ve on

een subpoenaed as
itness in the Ray

[ ) ) _*l Mot

s dtrial by Ray's former attorngy,
Arthtr J. Hanes Sr, the ox

the ex-

Southern Christian LeadershijMayor of Blrmmgham, Aly.

Conference (SCLC) leader wh

offered to defend Ray Iasr-ﬁLﬁ —

Saturday.

- “If a conspiracy exxsts and 1
believe it does, it must be fully
exposed,” Abernathy said. “T:
call upon America’s oppressed

- and victimized to come to the

- aid and defense of the accused
man.’

Abemathy made the state-
ment in a telegram released hy
the SCLC offices here.

Bevel, lengtime staffer under

Hbnes, in an interview . after

M«;—_._..

qu fired him amdJ hired
Foreman last November, said
- he had planned to g;ve that a
black. power group with Com-f

¢

L‘

b

mpmst ties killed King, with a
-goal of - creating civil distur-
tbance in the wake of the
assassmatwm

King and Abernathy, is director |

of nonviolent education and;

direct action for SCLC, and
presently works in the SCLC’s
Philadelphia office. In a tele-
gram to Ray last Saturday,
Bevel offered to delend him and
said, “I know you are not
guilty” e
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

w

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

ence (SCLC) said Thursday he

judgment and integrity of another SCLC official who has offered
to defend the accused killer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The Rev. Ralph Abernathy
said what the Rev. James Bevel |
is trying to do is “move non-
violence into a new dimension

: of American life.”

e The Rev. Mr. Bevel said early
this week in Philadeiphia that
he would defend James Earl
Ray. who goes on trial in March
for the April 4 fatal shooting of
Dr. King in Memphis.

The Rev.- Mr. Bevel said he
did not believe Ray is guilty
and would defend him free of
charge.

“Rev. Bevel is speaking to
‘the real issue,” the Rev. Mr.

- Abernathy said Thursday in a
statement issued in the Baha-
‘mas but released by SCLC head-
quarters in Atlanta. The Rev.

. Mr. Abernathy is in the Ba-
hamas to recuperate from a
recent bou* with pneumoma

PSR

THE REV. Mr. Abemathy
said the issue is not who killed

Dr. King but rather “what killed ¢

higr
“Rey." Bevel has offered to

Abemaﬂw Backs |
Defender 0% Ray

By HARMON PERRY :
- The president of the Southern Christian Leadershlp Confer-

[ SR

has absolute confidence in the

I defend a man accused of murder
and wishes not to reveal details
of that defense,” the Rev. Mr.
Abernathy went on.

“The American public must
have all the information about
the guilt for this murder,” he| .
said. “If a conspiracy exists—f
and I believe it does—it musi
be fully exposed. i

“Going beyond a consplracy,
Americans must understand that
broader guilt exists in a society
which has been Kkilling off its|y
best young leadgrq including
President John 'F.” Kennedy,
Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, Rob-
ert F. Kennedy_ and Dr. King.~

““IT WILL BE well for the
American people to seek the jus-
tice which Dr.. King worked for
rather than killing Ray,” - the |*
Rev. Mr. Abernathy said. g
The SCLC president, who took
-over the reins of the organiza-
tion after Dr. King was siain,
'said he has known the Rev. Mr. |
Bevel for eight years as an “out- |
standing strategist and organiz- I
t

}

t

er in the nonviolent movement.”
“I have absolute conhdence

in his judgment_and integrity,”

the Rev. Mr Abemm sald
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FD-302 {Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date January 31, 1969

Rev. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, President of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, N, E,,
Atlanta, Georgia, telephonically advised with regards to his
statement to the press, which was quoted in "The Washington
Post" newspaper, Washington, D, C.,, on January 29, 1969, that
what he told the press was that he believed in view of the
assassiantions of President JOHN F, KENNEDY, ROBERT F, KENNEDY,
MEDGAR EVERS and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., there would be an
indication to him that there may be a conspiracy among the
forces of evil to do away with any young militant who stands
for righteousness. Rev. ABERNATHY advised that he has no
specific information or other evidence that a conspiracy exists
with respect to the specific assassination of Dr, KING. He
advised that the statement made to the press on January 29,
1969, in which he referred to a conspiracy concerned the
assassination of all of the above-mentioned persons. 1In regard
to those assassinations he made it clear he has no evidence
indicating a conspiracy and it is only his belief or fear on
his part that such a conspiracy does exist:; He stated he has
no idea what individuals or forces would be involved in such a
conspiracy.

Rev. ABERNATHY advised that several months ago Rev,
JAMES LAWSON, Minister of the Centenary Methodist Church at
Memphis, Tennessee, told him, Rev. ABERNATHY, that it was Rev.
LAWSON's understanding that the day before the assassination
of Dr. KING, two Negro firemen, who had been assigned to the
fire station across the street from the motel where Dr. KING
was killed, were moved to another fire station. According to
Rev, LAWSON that move left the fire station unmanned and they
were moved to a station which was already fully manned and
equipped. Also according to Rev. LAWSON, a Negro policeman,
who worked the beat which included the motel where Dr. KING was
killed, was moved off of that beat “t h-e. #af.y  Dr. KING was
k111ed April 4, 1968, but prior to the k1111ng ;

3
i

On

1/30/69

at

by

This document confains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It s the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency;

1TON :vsc Date dictated 1/31/69

Atlanta, Georgia File# Atlanta 44-2386 2§§715P

# and its contents are notto be distributed oufside your agency.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT_ION

In I-Ieply. Please Refer to .+ Philade lphia, Pe nhsylvan’ia
File No, : ‘ o - .
January 23, 1969

JAMES EARL RAY; '
MARTIN LUTHER KING - VICTIM

‘  Reverend James Bevel was interviewed at his
residence, 919 North 18th Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on

January 21, 1969, The following are the results of this
“interview: R ' :

. GROUP 1 -
Excluded from automatic
downgrading and

declassification
A -235 (2213
SEARCHED INDEXED oo '
SERIALIZED FILED
CONFIDENTIAIL JANS 11959

[ ] FBI—ATBANTA
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