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FD- 204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 

UN *FEDERAL 
:D STATES DEPARTMENT OF WICE 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 1 - USA, Atlanta, Georgia 

-i-ph; 

Report of: SA THOMAS J. WILSON 
Date: FEBRUARY 23, 1976 

Field Office File #: 44-2386 

Title: 

MURKIN 

Chwacter: 1V11 

Office: ATLANTA 

Bureau File #: 44-38861 
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B the day he was approached 

DN POWELL also advised 
ident occurred was 
2TE had sold it and another 
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of the bar located at 5 Moreland Avenue who were 
employed in 1967-1968 were interviewed and advised they 
were familiar with both CLAUDE POWELL and RAY GODFREY. 
Employees characterized CLAUDE POWELL as a quiet inc1ividuil., 
however, quite a heavy drinker. Employees characterized 
RAY GODFREY as a very likeable individual whom they 
thought would never be in trouble. None of the employees 
could recognize the artisr s conception of RALPH ( last 
name unknown) as any lnnvidual who had been in the bar. 
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.• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

2/10/76 

I 

'' ' F PVT.L roopi 211 cot.-ti-9h T'i 
wni intrviewed in his motel room during the late 
evrninr' O F Tehrury c 

riccre'ancies in his version of an alleged 
mo'otin!7, with an unknown white male at Pete's Bar 
\tianta, 'eoreia s compared with LEOI PO1ELL s were 
discuse(1. t!flE stated that any discrenacis are 
a result or a lo-ncr nassaqe of time since the incident 
an(', his statement is accurate in his recollection. He 
clarified his relationship with RY ( ODFREY stating that 

was a friend whori he has known for many years 
bt ''7Y Was more closely associated and a better 
friend of LT?()N!s. ('TIMTDE also commented that he later 
learned made an initial contact with LEOT 
inrrnximtely one week prior to the unknown white mal&s 
roosition to murder MARTIN LT1TTUfl KTNr hut he did not 

3now anthinc about the metinq at Pete's Bar until the 
un -nown white raie seted himself and made the offer. 
nor did he have prior knowleqe of what transpired between 

crrvFY and LEO'l. 

")ther than these chancres, CLUDF stands by 
lAs original statement. emphasizing that his statement 
may differ in some asnects with LRON's statement but the 
fact is both he and LEON witnessed the offer of a 
substantial amount of rney by an unknown white male to 
murder MARTIN LTh'HR TrM(. 

In addition, CL -. E stated he and LEON talked 
about the alleged meeting with the unknown white male 
frequently after U occurrence but as time pas they 
talked about it less and less. lie said that he and LEON 
worked tociether on the samn job at the time of the alleged 
meetinc and continued to do so until approximately three 
months ago. He knows of no one who could verify that they 
were in Atlanta, reorgia, at the time of the alleged meetino 
but stated that both, he and LEON, were residing in 
ecatnr, (eorrtia, during this tire. rr,7uDE described 

VP 44-920 
Midland, Texas XF 44-l87 

A Tp77 W. NE17FT, mm 

lb5 document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 

its s,ntonls q,,-. not to be distributed outside your agerc 

Dcs$e cJioted 2/9/76 

or oqenr,, 
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the-, interior of Petes tsar, including the booth 
where ' ach participant of the ailged meeting was 
seated and a skatch was made by Special Agent 
!'RAN? W. Nr:NEL. (LAUDS was questioned specifically 
concerning his polygraph examination In. response to 
the question " no you know who asked you and LEON to 
kill T\RTIN LUTHER KING?", and he denied having any 
prior knowledge of the unidentified parson who offered 
ie and LTO3 S25 000 to murder MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

CLAUDE stated that he telephonically con 
tacted his brother, LEON POWELL, at telephone number 
•29-l45, Decatur , Georgia (telephone number is for 
DAVID POWELL, CLAtmE's nephew) after initial interview 
by PEI Agents at Midland, Texas. CLAUDE stated that he 
and LEON discussed the interview. 

In addition, CLAUDE stated he had discussed 
the alleged meeting with the unknown person at Pete's 
Bar vith WILLIAM DEAN WOODCOCK, his partner in business 
and roortiate at the Scottish Inn. WOODCOCK is the only fellow 
employee whom he told of the alleged meeting. 

CLAUDE stated that the unknown person who 
ofered them the money to Murder MARTIN LUTHER KING 
1d not have any type of an accent. Na repeated that 

all aspects of his statement including description, 
time reference and convers.tion between the unknown 
nerson who made the offer to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING 
were true and accurate to the best of his recollection. 
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WEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAflO• 

3/3/76 
['III' jfIIrtIscrlptIoIi  

/ 

The following paotocjraphs were displayed to CIJWDE 
JR., who was located at his place of employment where 

working as a carpenter: 

TRAVIS MERLF PiILLIPS, Odessa Police Department 

?ur Lr 7174. 

BIiLY NTSHAFFER, OPD Nuther 16,069 

orr Tuber 1.98V; 

Ty 
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10FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS 

Dote of tronscrrptior,  3/22/76 

ILAUDE POWELL, Jr. , was contacted at his 
residenc 4163 Camby Lane, Decatur, Georgia, and advised 
that he s not sure whether or not PETE DAVIS was 
present ring the initial meeting at the bar. The 
incident happened so long ago, some of the details are 
quite mixed up in his mind. He thinks that his brother, 
LEON, was the only one present during the initial contact 
with RAY GODFREY. He does not remember being present 
during the conTersaioo botu.en RAY GODFREY and his 
brother, LECT, 

* C 1 45 4 
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0 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIc! 

Date of tronscript:on  2/25/76 

LEON OWEN POWELL was contacted at his residence 
and adv ed of the identity of the interviewing agent. 
POWELL Wd5 advised of his rights by Special Agent THOMAS 
J. WILSON, however, declined to sign anything. POWELL 
declined to furnish a signed statement, however, voluntarily 
furnished the following information: 

He has thought about the incident when he was 
approached by RALPH ( last name unknown) in the bar which 
he knew as Pete's Place on Moreland Avenue and requested 
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. He is quite sure 
the original contact with RAY GODFREY was approximately 
one week before RALPH ( last name unknown) came into the 
bar. He is sure the meeting took place in November, 1967 
He does not remember seeing RAY GODFREY in Pete's Bar the 
day RALPH ( last name unknown) came into the bar and 
offered the money. He does not remember any specific 
denominations of the money in the brief case, however, 
the brief case was full of money. RALPH ( last name 
unknown) upon offering the brief case told him "here's 
25". RALPH ( last name unknown) told him and his brother, 
CLAUDE, they would get"25 now and 50 when he's in the 
grave" or something to that effect. To the best of his 
memory, he never mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.'s 
name. 

During the original conversation with RAY GODFREY, 
he (RAY GODFREY) never made mention of the exact amount 
of money he and his brother would be paid to assassinate 
MARTIN LUTHER KIN(T. GODFREY merely stated "big money". 
GODFREY is a friend of both he and his brother, however, 
GODFREY is probably friendlier with CLAUDE then he is with 
himself. LEON POWELL has not had any contact with RAY 
GODFREY when tIme assassination of KING was discussed 
when CLAUDE was not present. 

He could not specifically recall seeing PETE 
DAVIS in the bar when RALPH ( last name unknown) approached 

Inter ewed on  2/11/76 ot  Atlanta, Georgia File #  AT 44-2386 ,  

SA THOMAS J. WILSON :wy D  2/18/76 
by 'Date dictated 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

it and as contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 

* U.S. GPO: 1974-555-294 
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