
AT 44-2386 

him and 
of the 
inciden 

were wor 
contract 
employed 

s brother. In fact, upon recollection, the name 
was not even Pete's Place. : At the time of the 

name of the bar was Bill Bailey's. 

the best of his memory, both he and his brother 
for RAY COOLEY, an individual dry wall 

at the time of the incident. COOLEY is now 
by Fisher Dry Wall in Atlanta, Georgia. 

LEON advised that the corrected artist's 
conception dated January 23, 1976, is a good likeness 
of the individual he knows as RALPH ( last name unknown). 

He has talked with his brother CLAUDE various 
times since the original offer. 

LEON is familiar \7lth U. VITADLE, also known 
as "Yank" and BILL MeGABiT?. These two individuals owned 
the property and the building in which Pete's bar was 
located. Neither VENABLE or McGARITY are RALPH ( last 
name unknown). 

LEON advised the only male close associate of 
RAY GODFREY was a relative named LEE GODFREY. 

LEON advised he would be willing to testify to 
everything that he has told the FBI. 

LEON advised upon reflection and having to draw 
a diagram of the bar he is quite sure that he, his 
brother, and RALPH ( last name unknown) went to one of the 
tables located in the back part of the bar rather than 
one of the booths as he originally stated. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA i1AROLD J. POL at Blue :<:i_dge, Georgia: 

On February 12, L<:"6, files of the Fannin County 
Sheriff's Department revealed LEE CARROLL GODFREY, 
also knoi;m as LEE RAY GOl>·:zEY, had been arrested on 
Decenilier 23, 1974, on th0 charge of theft by receiving 
stolen property. He vas ·:,lcased on bond on December 
2 7, 197/1, and .Cai led to ;; ·:wa-r for arraignment after 
,d1id1 a bench warrant 'di'i.': iss-. .tc d [or his arrest. 
'fhc ,.-,Jrrant i,� still out::,_anding. IIe gave his date 
o C hj r r-i1 as I / Social Security Number 
  A photo_,,y,_1 - rif c;onFREY was obtained from 
the file. 

On February 18, L!}C, Mrs. R.L. (EDNA) EASLEY, Highway 
l'lumbcr 5, sister of L1rn i ,;zROLL GODFREY, and 1'-IARIE 
GODFREY, mother of EDL\JA (,-,J LEE, advised they had no know­
ledge of LEi' s whereabou ,_ :'.. They had no knowledge of 
LLOCI or CLAUDE POWELL, ari v onE:c named DUKE 
or a1,y relationship or L·· t.ercs t either LEE or RAY GODFREY 
in ; lAR1'L-J LUTHER KIUG, JI:_ , er JAMES EARL RAY. They 
knew no one named RALPll ·- • 1 ;0 associated with either LEE 
or ?. . .AY _ 

On February 13, ! ·.: 7 6, Hrs. IRA (DEI'JA) SMITH, Epworth 
Community, advised she i·: a ,3ister to LEE CARROLL GODFREY 
and reiterated the inforr· ·::-ion as furnished by her mother 
and s i,; ter. 

On February lfJ, : ·nG, Ji\:tl�S T. GODFREY, brother 
of U�E and Ri\Y GODFREY, 1:,,:c; idin� Sugar Creek Road, 
advised he had no idea of -.vher.e LEE was residing at 
the present time. He dicl not know anyone named Ll�m� 
or CLAUDE POWELL, anyone named DUKE or any interest LEE 
or RAY GODFREY had with -�l/\RTIN LUTHtR KING, JR. , or 
JAMES l".Ar:L RAY. JAMES said .1. man named RALPH (SETZER) 
(Phonetic) used to play "' guitar with LEE and RAY at a 
bar in Atlanta. RALPH 'h•as not further described. 
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FD- 104 (Rev . .1-3-59) 

UN•D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JSIICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 
1 iSA, Atlanta, Georgia 

1- Lt 3 A 
Report OF: SA THOMAS J. WILSON 
Date: FEBRUARY 23, 1976 , 

Field Office File #: 442386 

Title: 

MU RKI N 

Character. 

11 

Office: ATLANTA 

Bureau File #: 44-38861 

and advised that 
f the facts and 

facts was a result 
£Jent. CLAUDE 

i original statement. 
the artist's conception 

/23/76. - LEON POWELL 
isd his original 

1y rre..t, however, does not recall 
4 Ba the day he was approached 

FON POWELL also advised 
ident occurred was 
.2TE had sold it and another 
'r have talked about 
- 9'8. LEON advised 
(-sL name unknown) 

individual who 
assinate MARTIN 

advised she has 
in her opinion 
by her husband 

RNOLD RAY GODFREY 
oiship or interest 

GC  T,J'J'i R 1ING, JR. , or JAMES 
le to name an individual 
PAY GODFREY. Employees 

II (' 11€ Y. I it 

S): I:,/:, 0 I HI! 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 4. 386 

Df the bar iocated at D5 Moreland Avenue who were 
employed in 1967-1968 were interviewed and advised they 
were familiar with both CLAUDE POWELL and RAY GODFREY. 
Employees characterized CLAUDE POWELL as a quiet individuil, 
however, quite a heavy drinker. Employees characterized 
RAY GODFREY as a very likeable individual whom they 
thought would never be in trouble. None of the employees 
could recognize the artists conception of RALPH ( last 
name unknown) as any inciividual who had been in the bar. 

RUG 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

', P')flLT TT . Poom ii cottih I'm 
was intorviewe in his motel roo' durinq the late 
eveninr r Tehr1ary r; r iqm. 

fliccrenancies in his version of an alleged 
meetinri with an unknown white male at Pete's Bar 
tianta, is compared with LEON PO1ELL s were 
discusei. L S !flE stated that any discreoc are 
.-i result of a lonq nassaqe of time since the incident 
and his statement is accurate in his recollection. He 
clarified his relationship with RY (ODFREY stating that 

was a friend whom he has known for many years 
hnt PPY was more closely associated and a better 
friend of LPO'is. ('LirnE also commented that he later 
learned rrr mren initial contact with LEON 
nn7rndmate1 one week prior to the unknown white male's 
nror,osit'ion to murder MARTIN LTTTTTFTZ Kl,,4rbut he did not 
3now anthinc about the meeting at Pete'q Bar until the 
nnown white male seated himself and made the offer. 

nor did he have prior knowlene of what transpired between 
and LEO'l 

')ther than these chances (7T AUF)F stands by 
his original statement. emphasizing that his statement 
may differ in some asnects with LEON's statement but the 
fact is both he and LEON witnessed the offer of a 
substantial amount of rney by an unknown white male to 
murder MPTIN LTY'rHR 

In addition, TJk.77)r, stated he and LEON talked 
about the alleged meeting with the unknown white male 
frequently after U occurrence but as tiia pasq83, they 
talked about it less and less. He said that he and LEON 
worker1 together on the sam job at the time of the alleged 
meetinc and continued to do so until approximately three 
months arTo. re knows of no one who could verify that they 
tere in Atlantzi, Ceorqia at the time of the alleged meetinrl 
but staterl that both, he and LEON, were residing in 
ecatur, (eorqj, durinq this time. CT,UDE described 

Midland,, Texas 

SA T"P IV17 W. 'IEN7JYL /n.  

lh i. t uent conla ins neither reco m mendations nor conclusion s 

it out ' rsnt'nt Ore not to be distributed outside your ogerre 

Dote dictated 

VP 4492O 
ME 44187 

2/9/76 

or nqenr'., 
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the interior of Petes Bar, includini the booth 
where each participant of the aliged meeting was 
seated and a sketch was made by Special Agent 
PRANZ W. NFFL. (LUDS was questioned specifically 
concorninq his polygraph examination In. response to 
the question Do you know who asked you and LEON to 
kill MT'RTIN LU'"HEP KINV', and he denied having any 
prior knowledge of the unidentified person who offered 
!ie anti LEOU S2.OflO to murder MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

CLAUDE stated that he telephonically con-
tacted his brother, LEON POWELL, at telephone number 
d2l545, Decatur. Georgia (telephone number is for 

DAVID POWELL, CLATmE * s nephew) after initial interview 
by Pal Agents at Midland, Texas. CLAUDE stated that he 
and LEN discussed the interview. 

In addition, CLAU!)U stated he had discussed 
the alleqedeetinq with the unknown person at Pete's 
tr with WIT,LIAM DPNI WOODCOCK, his partner in business 

and roommate at the Scottish Inn. WOODCOCK is the only fellow 

employee whom he told of the alleged meeting. 

CLAUDE stated that the unknown parson who 
ofered them the money to murder MARTIN LUTHER KING 
:id not have any type of an accent. He repeated that 
all aspects of his statement including description, 

time reference and conversation between the unknown 
,erson who made the offer to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING 
were true and accurate to the best of his recollection. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

3/3/76 
P" le of 0 Jr 

The following photographs were displayed to CLJIUDE 
POLL, JR, who was located at his place of ernp1oyent whe 

he was working as a carpenter: 

TRAVIS MERLr PILLIPS Odea Police Department 

(PD) ?!urn:  r 7174. 

BILLY CE HAFF'ER, OPt) Number 16969 

oPT; Nuviber 71.930f 

bureau File 

3WELL stated 
theie as being 
hrDthe, LtOi 

'i the propo-
OWI:LL again 

z the individual 

44-920 
hL 44-l97 

3/1/76 

loon-1 to ,gerrcv, 
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ISFEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
S 

Dote of transcription  3/22/76 

LAUDE POWELL, Jr., was contacted at his 
resident 4163 Camby Lane, Decatur, Georgia, and advised 
that he not sure whether or not PETE DAVIS was 
present ring the initial meeting at the bar. The 
incident appened so long ago, some of the details are 
quite mixed up in his mind. He thinks that his brother, 
LEON, was the only one present during the initial contact 
with RAY GODFREY. He does not remember being present 
during the conversation hetwen RAY GODFREY and his 
brother, LEON. 

+ 1 ) 

C 

, J.S. GPO 1974- 555-, ' 4 
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• . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Interviewed or 

Date of transcription 
2/25/76 

LEON OWEN POWELL was contacted at his residence 
and ads ed of the identity of the interviewing agent. 
POWELL s advised of his rights by Special Agent THOMAS 
J. WILSON, however, declined to sign anything. POWELL 
declined to furnish a signed statement, however, voluntarily 
furnished the following information: 

He has thought about the incident when he was 
approached by RALPH ( last name unknown) in the bar which 
he knew as Pete's Place on Moreland Avenue and requested 
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. He is quite sure 
the original contact with RAY GODFREY was approximately 
one week before RALPH ( last name unknown) came into the 
bar. He is sure the meeting took place in November, 1967 
He does not remember seeing RAY GODFREY in Pete's Bar the 
day RALPH ( last name unknown) came into the bar and 
offered the money. He does not remember any specific 
denominations of the money in the brief case, however, 
the brief case was full of money. RALPH ( last name 
unknown) upon offering the brief case told him "here's 
25". RALPH ( last name unknown) told him and his brother, 
CLAUDE, they would get"25 now and 50 when he's in the 
grave" or something to that effect. To the best of his 
memory, he never mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING, JIL's 
name. 

During the original conversation with RAY GODFREY, 
he (RAY GODFREY) never made mention of the exact amount 
of money he and his brother would be paid to assassinate 
MARTIN LUTHER KUY. GODFREY merely stated "big money". 
GODFREY is a friend of both he and his brother, however, 
GODFREY is probably friendlier with CLAUDE then he is with 
himself. LEON POWELL has not had any contact with RAY 
G0DFPJY when the assassination of KING was discussed 
when CLAUDE was not present. 

He could not specifically recall seeing PETE 
DAVIS in the bar when RALPH ( last name unknown) approached 

2/11/76 
at  Atlanta, Georgia File #  AT 44-2386 

SA THOMAS J. WILSON :wy D  2/18/76 
by 'Dote dictated 

h, 1 document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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