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FBI BIRMGHAM 

F'BI TAMPA 

302PM URGENT 4-19-68 B!-W 

TO DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, JACKSONVILLE AND MEMPHIS 

FROM TAMPA (157-3231) 2P 

M URKIN. 

RE LOOK-ALIKE EASTERN AIRt.:INES FLIGHT-ONE EIGHT 

Z ERO Y, APRIL SIX LAST. 

HOWARD NOYES, THREE ZERO SIX-NINETEENTH AVE., N.E., 

Sr. PETERSBURG, F'LA., AN EMPLOYEE OF ST• PETEt<SBU.RG TIME$, 

A DAILY NEWSPAPER, ADVISED APRIL ONE EIGHT,' LAST HE 

l</AS ABOARD EASTERN .AIRLINES FLGT. ONE EIGHT ZERO Y 

LEAVING TAMPA NINE FIFTEEN A.M. APi-UL SIX LAST TO 

WASHINGTON, D.C. AND HE NOTED A PARTY OF THi~EE MEN SAT 

IN FRONT OF HIM IN REAR SECTION OF PLANE. ONE OF THE THREE 

MEN LOOKED SIMILAR TO HIM TO ERIC STARVO GALT, BASED 

0 N INFORMATION FURNISHED THROUGH NEWS MEDIA• PHOTOS 

0 F GALT EXHBI TED TO NOYES APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST Al\JD HE 

' 
A DVI SEO THERE WERE SIMILAR! TI ES BUT NO PO SI TI VE 

I DEt\JTIF'ICATION COULD BE MADE. THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVED 

SIMILAR POSSESSED A CASE THAT LOOKED LIKE A MUSICAL 

END PAGE ONE 
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TP 157-3231 

INSTRUMENT CASE, A FOOT WIDE, SIX INCHES HIGH, LENGTH 

UNKNOWN, AND GAVE APPEARANCE OF BEING NER\IDUS ABOUT THE 

CASE. HE SAT ALONGSIDE A COMPANION AND THIRD MAN SAT 

IN FRONT OF THE T~ COMPANIONS 1~BOUT THIRD ROW_REAR OF 

PLANE• 

CON CORNETT, CHI Er SUPERVISOR, EASTERN AIRLINES 

TAMPA REVIEWED ALL RECORDS AVAILABLE, APRIL EIGHTEEN, 
I 

LAST, ADV~SING FLGT. ONE EIGrff ZERO Y ORIGINATED IN TAMPA 

AND SINGLE \.JOMEN, SINGLE MEN, AND FAMILIES WERE ABOARD• 

THERE WAS ONE PARTY OF THREE MEN ABOARD, MR. EARTL 

HARTLEY, MR. w. C. HARTLEY, AND MR. I• .SANDERS, THEY WE.RE 

CONTINUING ON TO BOSTON AND THEY FURNISHED EASTERN 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS: DUNNELLON FOUR EIGHT NINE -

T\r.D ZERO NINE ONE, FOUR EIGHT NINE - TWO ZEHO ZEHO 

NIN£, AND FOUR EIGHT NINE - FOUR TWO THREE SIX FOR 

THE ABOVE, RESPECTIVELY• 

JACKSONVILLE AT DUNNELLON, FLA. CONDUCT APP~OPRIATE 

INVESTIGATION TO ESTABLISH i~HETHER OR NOT ANY OF ABOVE 

INDIVIDUALS LOOK ALIKE TO GALT. 

GALT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED Al'\JD DANGEROUS. 

END 

FBI BIRMGHAM 

@ 

------------
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FBI CHARLT 

FBI BIRMGHAM 

3 48 PM URGEI\! T 4- 19- 68 JGA 

TO CHARLOTTE 

. FROM BI RM INGHAM -44- 1740 

RE BIRMINGHAM TELETYPEETO CHARLOTTE, APRIL SEVENTEEN, LAST. 

DISCONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTER VIE~J CHESTER BARFIELD 

AS HE HAS BEEN LOCATED, IN ANNISTON, ALABAMA, AREA AND INTERVIE\'JED BY 

A GEN TS TH I S I DI VI S ION • 

END 

HLH 

' FBI CHARL T 
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FD~3~ (Rev. 5-22-64) • • 
FBI 

Date: 4/19/68 

Transmit the following in ______ P_L_A_I_N_T_E_X_T __________ ____j 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

via ___ T_E_L_E_T_Y_P_E __ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO CHARLOTTE 

FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 

MURKIN, CR. 

RE BIRMINGHAM TELETYPE TO CHARLOTTE, ~PRIL SEVENTEEN, LAST. 

DISCONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW _?HESTER B.2!.!ELD 

AS HE HAS BEEN LOCATED IN ANNISTON, ALABAMA AREA AND INTERVIEWED BY 

AGENTS THIS DIVISION. 

END. 

FIC:bgs 

(lu~ 

Agent in Charge 
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FBI BI RMGHAM 

F'BI MI AMI 

2 05 PM URGENT 4/ l 9/ 68 SHR 

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, ATLAi'\JTA 44-2386, BIRMINGHAM 44-4171 AND MEMPHIS 

Li 4-:- 19 78 

FROM MIAMI 44-1854 

M URKIN • CR. 

RE KNOX! VLLE TELETYPE, TO BUREAU, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, LOS AN GEL ES, 

MEMPHIS, NEW ORLEANS A.ND MIAMI, APRIL i;:IGHTEEN, LAST. 

RE: DANCE s'ruDI0 CHECKS. 

ASSOCIATES OF JUANITA WELCH AND OFFICIALS AT CONGRESS VOYAGER 

MOTEL, ONE Tv,O THREE FIVE ZERO BISCAYNE BLVD., MIAMI, ADVISED THAT WELCH 

EMPLOYED THERE AS A DA:'\lCE INSTRUCTOR LNTIL APPROX I MA TEL Y DEC.,' SIXTY-

S EVEN, AT WHICH TIME SHE LEFT TO GO NORTH. THEY HAVE NO IDEA ~HERE 

SHE WENT OR OF' HER CURRENT WHEREABO urs. EMPLOYMENT RECORDS NEGATIVE 

REGARDING A MIAMI ADDRESS OR A FORWARDING ADDRESS FOR WELCH• 

CREDIT AND ARREST CHECKS GREATER MIAMI AREA NEGATIVE. 

ATLANTA CONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE JUANI1k WELCH AS SET FORTH IN' 

R EFEHENCED KNOXVILLE TELETYPE. 

END 

L ,JD 

F' BI BI RM GHAM 

4c,/-/7f'd -/t:137 
F:----~-·1 

;.ril-'\L1 ,,- ' \ . 

APR 191968 
F81 - Glf-<MING.,, 

I 
,I 
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FBI BIRMGHAM 

FBI MIAMI 

4:41PM URGENT 4-19-68 P,JL 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (44-1987), AND 
I 

8 I RMIN GHAM ( 4L1- 1740) 

F RO M M I AM I < L14- 1 8 5 LJ) 1 P 

M URKIN 

RE KNOXVILLE TELETYPE TO BUREf\U, APRIL EIGHTEEN, LAST, 

AND MIAMI TELETYPE TO BUREAU, APRIL EIGHTEEN, LAST. 

RE INVEST! GATION CONTINENTAL DANCE STUDIOS. 

BERNARD REIN, IMPERIAL IMPORTS, MIAMI, FLA., EMPLOYER 

0 F 

JACQUELIN 

ADVISED THAT CUTOLO AND HIS t-{I F'E, 

CURRENTLY STAYING AT H-JO ZERO ZERO 

CRUTCHFIELD AVE.,; NASHVILLE, TENN., TELEPHONE TWO FIVE SIX DASH 

T WJ THREE FOUR EIGHT• 

MEMPHIS AT NASHVILLE, TENN., WILL CONDUCT IN VEST! GATION AS 

SET FORTH IN REFEREi\JCED KNOXVILLE AND MIAMI TELETYPES,. 

ARMED AND DAN GERO US• 

END 

J GA 

FBI BIRMGHAM 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1862 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P) 

SAC. B. STANBERRY 

MURKIN 
CR 
00: MEMPHIS 

• 
DATE: 4/19/68 

Mr. D. C. BISHOP, a resident of the Windsor 
Apartments, 15th Avenue and 14th Street South, te1ephonically 
contacted this o~at 11:00 A.M., 4/19/68, and said that 
a man called him ye erday, about 3:30 P.M., and told him his 
name was CLAUDE_ , and he was an FBI Agent. BISHOP 
said this man wh said he was CLAUDE WELCH, said that the 
two men who had been coming up to BISHOP's apartment were 
under suspicion in the KING murder, and that one of the two 
men is the Number 1 suspect in the case. BISHOP said WELCH 
did not name these men or further describe them. 

Mr. BISHOP said that he has been living in the 
Windsor Apartments only a few days, and there have been only 
two men come to see him since he has been there.- One of these 
men is J. H. DICKEY, a general contractor, who lives in 
Birmingham and who is a long-time friend, and the other man 
is WESLEY GREEK, a man who moves houses on the new highway 
construction. BISHOP said he is the only man who knows 
these were the only two men who visited him at this apartment. 

B~SHOP said he told this alleged CLAUDE WELCH to 
come up and show his FBI credentials, but he said WELCH never 
came. 

BISHOP said he ran a Birmingham Transit Company bus 
for several years, and got quite a reputation of being 
opposed to Negroes. He said at one time he put 18 Negroes 
off his bus at the point of a pistol. He said it is 
possible that someone knowing this may have qalled him as 
a joke, however, he said it was a serious matter to him. 
BISHOP said that he is a World War II veteran and does not 
now work at the Transit Company but is almost tot~lly disabled. 

BISHOP said he would be glad to 
with the FBI at any time. 

CBS:cap 
..2(s.) ~ / 

/
~ APR 1 9 1968 

\JO .. FBI-BIRMING \ 

5010-108 
Buy U.S. Savings B Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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· TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 
5010-108 

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 1982 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11,8 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, (44-1740) DATE: 4/19/68 

SA PETER JOHN BODKIN AND SA ROBERT J. YARNALL 

MURKIN 
CR 

The following individuals were contacted a.nd they 
stated they had a.ttended dance classes a.t the Friendship 
Club, Graymont Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, during 9/12/67 
through 10/3/67, Tuesday evenings, between & 7:30 p.m., and 
8:30 p.m. They all stated that the suspect ERIC STARVO GALT, 
was unknown to them and could not furnish any information 
concerning him. 

JAMES KNOX, Kimberly, Alabama, 4/15/68 

THOMAS SANSIN, Griffin Wheel Co., 
Brighton, Alabama, 4/15/68, and 

Mrs. ROSELLA COOLEY, 1619 Holbrook Avenue, 
Bessemer, Alabama 

Mrs. N. c. PUGH, Owner, Crescent Hotel, 1931 
Carolina Avenue, Bessemer, Alabama., on 4/15/68, advised that 
her records reflect NEAL HARDIN lived at her hotel from 
September, 1967, to November, 1967. She advised she believes 
he worked for u. s. Steel, Fairfield, Alabama. Mrs. PUGH 
could not furnish any additional information concerning HARDIN. 

Mr. RUEL RUSSELL, Plant Security, U.S. Steel, 
Fa.irfield, ;::Aii.ThJma, on 4/15/68, advised after a check of 
employment records that NEAL HARDIN never worked for U. s. 
Steel. 

The following listed individuals were conta,cted on 
4/16/68 and all advised they were una.ble to locate a. record 
for NEAL HARDIN: 

Miss CATHERINE McCRORIL, Recorders Court 

Miss YVONNE HILL, Birmingham Police Department /Olli) 
44-11,t./lJ - .., 

D. L. WEBBER, Jefferson County She ;EARCH _____ ;!MExED---~ 

sEsRlsAoLIZc~liI1~E9o6--:-8...--· Mrs. LAURA WOODS, Merchants Credit A At"KJ.:1l 

PJB~·b s 
(3 

uy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Saving 

FBI_ BIRMINGHA 

an 

1 
_; 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

. ,.,., 
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ; , 
MAY 1882 EDITION .! 

~;;;:~~ ~;~;ES GO\7 RNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, Birmingham (44-1740}(P) DATE: 4/19/68 

SA NEIL G. MARTIN 

MURKIN 

On 4/15/68, Mrs. BOB WILSON, 2229 Green Springs 
Highway, Birmingham, Alabama, advised she is the first 
grade teacher at Glen Iris Elementary School, 1115 - 11th 
Street, South, and that on 4/10/68 she had learned that a 
first-grade student, name unknown, was slapped by a 
second-grade student, (FNU) RUFFIN, when the former made 
the statement that it was certainly a shame MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., had been killed because he was a good man. 
Mrs. WILSON advised that both students are white females 
and come from below average middle income families. 

Mrs. WILSON further stated that her husband, 
BOB WILSON, is a Naval officer in the Intelligence Branch, 
stationed in Birmingham, and she desires that her identity 
be protected regarding this matter. 

~ 
She stated she learned through subsequent inquiries 

tha the above-mentioned student's father is pEWEY E~ 
RUE IN - 13th Street Sou h . . , who is 
em loyed by a Ren - - ar agency at the Birmingham Airport. 
Mrs. WILSON stated that the RUFFIN child said her father 
had made several airplane trips from Birmingham to 
Memphis and return on several days prior to and including 
the day of the assassination of KING. 

l 
5010-108 

Mrs. WILSON expressed her opinion that she believed 
there was little connection with this incident and the 
assassination of KING, but that she wanted to provide the 
information to the FBI in the event there should be some 
link between RUFFIN and KING's death. 

Mrs. WILSON stated she does not desire 
contacted at her place of employment, and that 
furnished all the information she had received 
this matter. 

NGM:hss 
(3~ 

j 

to be 
she had 
regarding 

l----__:--fT7'iJ:.B--1 
I 
-------,~'Jf.,J..-J 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
' .. 

n ~, .. "«...i.. .... ~,iJi1,;,U¥i:ifi: ttte.iiiim•~~~~'>".i.l"'-~.i..ll.1., .... _,,_~"'l,.;.~~3._~.,~ . . ~ . . . . 
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ME 44-1987 

• 

PERSONS AT ROOMING HOUSE, 
422½ SOUTH MAIN STREET 

8 

• 
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• F0-3 02 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _._....cA,._p_r_i_l_8_,_,---'1_9_6_8_-,-,-

Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming 
house located at 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished 
the following information: 

Between 3:00 P.M. and 3:30 PeM. on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the· 
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER if she had a room. She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see 
it. .Mrs~ BREWER showed him R«:llom No .. 8, which is located in 
the southwest part of the building, and the individual put his 
head into the doorway and after looking, stated that this. 
would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping room. Mrs. BREWER 

, then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in 
· the doorway of this room and said it would be fined At this 

point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the 
northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-Bn She and this individual then returned 
to her office~ The individual stated that his name was JOHN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week. 

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would 
be for one week, and Mrs. BREWER replied $8.50. WILLARD then 
put his hand into his right trouser pocket and withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to 
her* She gave him change in denomination~ of one ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar billse When WILLARD arrived at the 
rooming house, Mrs~ BREWER did not not,ice any luggage in his 
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD 
did he volunteer any information concerning his home residence, 
line of business, or mode of tran~portation. WILLARD was not 
required to sign any type of register, and the only written 
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the · 
$8~50, which was made out in the handwriting of Mrs~ BREWER. 

Mrs. BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD returned 

9 

On __ 4_/_5/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m___,:._p_h_i_s_,_,_T_e~n_n_e_s_s_e_e.__ __ File # --'M=e=m=p-==h=i=s--=4'-=4'---=1=9c.=8c.,c7_~ 

by __ S_A_R_O_B_E_RT_F_., ~BO_Y_L_E_: j_a_p ________ Date dictated __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 __ ~_ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
Y9\ll' agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ME 44-1981 
2 

• 
to Room 5-B o~ if he left the building at a~y time after 
renting Room 5-B~ Mr~. BREWER did not again observe WILLARD 
after he rented the room. 

Mrs. BREWER•s husband returned home from work at 
5;25 P 9,M. on April· 4 1 1968 1 and at that time Mr. and Mrs. 
BREWER· commenced their din11u~r. After di:n1ner Mr·. BREWER 
then turned on the television set and was watching the 
uRawhide"' television. program 9 and Mrs. BREWER did the 
dinner dishes. Shortly after completing the dinner dishes, 
Mrs. BREWER also sat down to watch the "Rawhidev' television 
program. Within a matter of a couple of minutes 1 Mrs. BREWER 
heard what she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back 
of .her rooming house. Mrs. BREWER believed that this must 
have been around 6;00 P.M. on April 4 9 1968e She advised 
her husband that she thought it was a gun shot. Her husband 
took time to put on his slippers and both of them then 
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. Upon 
arriving at this point,Mre BREWER attempted to go out the 
back door; however, a law enfor@ement officer was in the bac.k 
of the building and instructed both Mlre and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door and return to their apartment. Mrs. BREWER 
did not hear any noise such as ~omeone running through her 
building after hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she 
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming 
near the back of her building toward the Lorraine Motel. 

Mrs. BREWER examined ca~h that she had on hand 
and determined that she had th~ee $20.00 bills in her 
possession~ She was unable to speeifically pinpoint which 
$20.00 bill was furnished to her by WILLARD for payment of 
his room rent. Mrs, BREWER made available the following 
described twenty dollar Fe~eral Reserve Notes: 

(1) Series 

(2) Series 

(3) Series 

Mrs. BREWER 
of WILLARD: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

1963-.A 9 Serial No .. Fl4002844A 

1963-A 9 Serial No., Hl6164663A 

19639 Serial No. F06445143A 

furnished 

10 

the following 

White 
Male 

description 

Approximat~ly 35 years 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Height~ 
Weight~ 
B1lll.ildl~ 
Appea:irance : 

• 
5' 1190 it(!) 6 w 

180 p©\l.llndl~ 
Medi11ll!fll (carried weight well) 
RGal neat lookingy clean 
shaven~ 

Mr~. BREWER ~tated that WIJLJLARD appeared to have a 
smile or a ~neer on hi~ face during their entire conversation; 
did not appear a~ though he wa~ the outdoor~ type; was 
wearing a dark ~port jacket or ~hort jacketJ a~ he did not 
have to pull the jacket back when he r~ached his right hand 
into hi~ pocket for hi~ money; did not notice any rings or 
watches; paid no attention-to hi~ ~hoe~j pants 9 ~hirt, 
or whether he had on a tiei but wa~ quite positive that he· 
did not have a hat; did not give the appearance of needing 
a haircut 9 nor wa~ he wearing a mu~t~che or any long sideburns; 
paid no particula~ attention to his t~eth while he was talking 
and did not particularly notice about any part of his face, 
including nose 9 mouth 9 e~r~ 9 chin 9 or eyebrows. 

Mr~. BREWER claim~ that ~he did not particularly 
look at this individual a~ ~he did :not like the :simile or 
sneer that he had on his face. 

Mrs. BREWER did ~~o~ll that when ~he pointed out 
,the bathroom facilitie~ to WILLARD 9 s~e told him that everyone 
in the are~ of hi~ room wa~ u~ually quiet but that the guy next 
to him u~ually drink~ a little bit. Mr~~ BREWER claimed that 
WILLARD th.en stated 9 '' I take a beer once in awhile myself. 0 

Mrsc BREWER claimed that ~he told him that wa~ all right as 
long a~ h~ ~tayed in hi~ room and kept quietq 

Ml"~~ BREWER wa~ unable to ~tat~ whether any of the 
other roomer~ at her rooming hou~e had an oppo~tu~ity to 
either ob~erve or have any conta©t with WILLARD, nor was she 
able to furni:!id:a any addiiti@nal informatiolIT\ conceirning __ 
WILLARD'~ activitie~ du~ing the brief period that he resided 
at her rooming hou~e. She claim~ that ~he doe~ not believe 
that she would recogni~~ thi~ individual ag~in from a 
photograph or if ~he had an opportunity to ~ee him in person, 
but qualified thi~ by ~tating that ~he probably would be 
able to recognize him from the ~mile or ~nee~ that he had on 
his fa~e if ~he were able to ob~erve that in the future. 

11 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1981 
4 

• 

She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any 
information coneerning hi~ p~r~onal ba©kground or volunteer 
any information concerning hi~ r~a~@n for being in Memphis. 
She claimed that WIJLLARD's ~p(Sech was 19 ju:&Jt like the rest 
of us around here 9 

91 and that hi~ vocabulary and accent were 
not out of place in her rooming hou~ee Mrs. BREWER recalled 
that when WILLARD fir~t looke~ in Room 8 9 he remarked that 
he only wanted a sleeping room a~ he would not be in the 
room in the daytime 9 ju~t at nighto 

12 

--,-------- -----
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• FD-30~ (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4~/_1_3...:../_6_8 ___ _ 

Mrs. FRANK (BESSIE) BURR, RQom 2, 422½ South Main 
Street·, •mpld.s, Te!tlll.l'lless«:Hl 9 wllllo !ml.llll&ges tae rooming house at 
this address and who has beel.l'll interviewed previo~sly by Agents 
of the FBI, telepholllli©ally @ol.Dlta.cted the_FBI Office on April 10, 
1918, at which time she ~~auested to be oo~tacted by an .FBI Agent~ . . 

Mrs. BREDR was contacted by SA FRANJa.,IN L. JOHNSON 
fill.Dd Lie~tennt w. s. SCHULTZ, Homi~ide B~rea~, Memphis·Police 
Depa;rtment, at which. time slle advised that she was beginlDlin1 to_ 
receive mail from iiwllivid!lmals aullllkimowim to her. Sbe displayed an '•· 

snrelope postlllmrked April 1, 1968, at Niagara Falls, New York, 
beairing the returm1, addr~ss, Kll!'s .. ZUCC0 9 518 Ferry Aven':1,~, 
Hiagara Falls, New York, in which was -l(l)@ated a one-p-.ge hand­
written let.ti.er, wh.ich letter referred to newspaper publ:lcity 
identifying Mrs. BUIER as operating a ~flop bous,,M the writer 
of the letter referring to the fact that Hrs. BURR should 
"buy some paintff and end:limg by stating, "I'll bet you even h~ve 
cockroaches?,.. 

A second eimvelope was postmarked April -7, 1968, at 
·Des Moines, Iowa, Which contained a printed religious tract 

· anit ··nei th.er tlte envelope Jil(l)r the tJract identified the sender. 
, :.:•J: ·•·: . .,. ., -.,; • J • 

,.•,<i1J:~".ihe @ecas i«:11im ~olfisrtll:i,lt!i!.: coimtact with .B,Jr~ ,..: , BURR .. 
she fur•i~~ed the following in.formation.: 

Sbt.f'i;1tated she \!$1.tlltedl to poillilt out that she 
has previously forgotten to advise officers of the 
Police :Department and DI Agents that at the time she 
rented Room 5-B to a ~t~~nger ~sing the nue of JORN 
WILL.AID on April 4, 1968, there was a s~all, cheap 
chest of drawers, blond in color, iia :froimt of the east 
w,indow on the soutk wall of Room 5-B, whereas after the 
sho•t:tng of Dr .. KING ind WliM!liw she )1,j\<eJxt saw loom 5-i, , 
thatchest ot drawers_\'lwa~ sitting aglll),inst the west Wall 
of that ro~m aimd there was a clhlai.:ir sitting i.n .. front of 

13 

On __ 4_/_l_0_/6_s_· __ at _Me_m-=p=-lbl_i_s--=--, _T_e_n_roi_, e_s_s_e_e ____ File # Memphis 44-l9S1 
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I '$' that wind@w. She st$ted sh® W$S ~@:i®ting this @~t sin@e 

-.__~~--

this w@uld iad:ic~te th$t th@ @©~Up$Bt @f th~ r@@m 
definitely h$lI!l.dled this @h@st @f d:i!:'$W®Jt"S~ 

ks. BREWM, st~ted th~t ~ince int@rwi~w@d 
pr@vi@usly, she had been tryi~g t@ th:ilI!l.k @f an:,th:i®g 
else whicb might assist in identifying the g~est wh@ 
used thle IMHA® @f JOD WILUiM. ~he !!;.llt$.ted ·~s Slbl® b~s 
discuss@d the matter with b@r b~Sb$D.d and th@ugbt m@re 
ab@ut it, the @ne thi®g which impressed her m@st ~b@ut 
th® appe~ran.ee @f this :iltildividullil.l W$S th®J f~ct th.$.t'.~h®Jn 
she fir~t cra@ked @p®B th®J d@@r t@ her r@@m aft®Jr this· 
m8il.B kn@ck®d, she @bserwed that he WliS st!inding ~t tiAe 
d@®>r with an llllllll.llllsu~l smile @llll. his fa©®. Ske we1m.t @n t®> 
state that she w@uld describe the smile as~ Hsneer" r@l" 
~ "smirk." She stated tb.~t sb.e ©~mum@t _be m@re spe©ifi~ 
@ther tk$D t@ state that s~e was impre~sed bf this · 
e~pressi@llll. @llll.th.is mmllll.'s fa©@, as th@ugb. he were trying 
t@ smile f@r llll.@ r®$s@n. She stlited that she did not 
iDterpret the smile as an eff@rt t@ be flirtati@us. 

She als@ stated that her i1m.iti$l impres$i@a 
@f this •~U'i\ vas that h@l did n@t v•fit in,, with @ther 
tellll.ants imA this r@@ll!l!liag lhl@use. She p@inted. @Ullt th.at th.is 
r@@miq h@llllse is l@©ated in a p@@rer se©ti@n @f t@wa 
vhere m@st @f the ten:unts are ®l@i®'jr~ pe«:»ple @r ®thers 
vith limited inc@me, a nWl!llber @f wh@m are alc@b@li~s, 
and this man was clea11. and neatly dressed, giving the 
impressi@n that he c@uld obtain l@dgiag in ni@er 

; surr@umidill!lgs • 

~, Brs. BREWD at this time attell!l!lpted t@ re~all 
the w@rds umed by this pers@n. :·J.s- she r®©alls, wJ:nen s!me 
W®nt t@ the d@@r and cra©ked @pen. the d@@r, leaving th®J 
chail!l f11ste11.ed, the man's first w@rds were, "D@ y@11 .bave 
11 r@@m f@r rent?" She aimsver@d in the affir~tive and 
~sked him whether he wanted a r@@m by the week or·by the 
month. He replied, as nelit.rly ta$ she ©$!.ll:A re©!ill, by 
$tating simply, uBy the veek.~ At thi~ p@int she 
unfastened the ©h.ailll which S®©Wl."®d the parti~lly @pe~ed 
d@@r and walked dir@@tly t@ R@@m 8 1@©$t~d 1~ th~ ~@ut~ 
wiq @f this r@@mi~g h@~se. She ~t~ted t~~t the ll!!il$D 
f@ll@w~d h~r t@ the r@@m ~~d l@@k~d i~~id~ th® r@~m but 
never a~tually entereid the r@@m 11 a-t whi~h time hi~ w@rd.!'ill, 

T'nh1 d~,~um; :ti" 
your ,1~@noy: 

--·----------. 
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~s nea:t'ly as she C1lli!tll reit:$11 1 weJre, fvl'®:Il.1 9 X d@l!ll.'t nef)d the 
st@ve and refrigerat@r sil!ll.c® I W@l!ll.'t be d@il!ll.g ~ny c@@kiq. 
I Wits thilllld.IDl.g m@re @f ~ sl~epi!lllg r@@m. ~0 

At this p@iIDlt ME'~. BRE~ER explaiIDled th~t the 
@inly va~~mit t'sleeping r@@m 0

' {@r r@@m with l!il@ St(!Jve and 
r®frigerat~r) which she h~d in eithe:t' wiKllg @f the 
r@@ming h@~se was R@@m 5=B il!ll. th® n@rth wi~g. She 
theref@re immediately walked fr@m R@@m S illll the south 
wing acros~ the e~~l@~ed waln~y which c@l!ll.l!il®cts the 
~@uth wing to the n@rth wi@g @f the r@@ming h@l!.iSe, 
~nd thereafter t@ R@@m 5=B. Ag~in she walked in front 
of the man. As s@@n as she @pe~ed the d@@r to R@@m 5-B, 
th® man immedi$tely st~t®d that he w@uld take that room. 
She then walked to her r@@m in the south wing of the 
building, foll@wed by the unk~@wn man, who paid her 
$8.50,as @utlined previ@u~ly by her, f@r the rent of 
Room 5-B for one week i~ ~dv~~ce. 

Mrs. BREWD st~ted th~t m@st @f the rooms in 
this ro@ming hoooe c~n b® secured o~ly with the use of a 
padlock, and after sh@WiID.lg this individual Room 5=B, she 
removed the padlock from the d@©r a~d t©@k the padl~ck 
with her to her room. She stated it is necessary that 
t~nants put up~ depo~it if they secure th~ padl©ck, but 
this tenant did not inquire ~s to h©'i'lW he ~@uld lo©k the 
door and did not request the padl@©k and~ key. She also 
added th~t she did n@t expl~i~ to him the method @f 
locking the door @r th~t it w~s nec®ssary that he put up 
~ deposit in order to obt~i~ the p~dl@cke 

She st~ted at this point that she had been 
somewhat unnerved when she first l@@ked at this man, at 
which time he h~d the un~su~l ~mile @n his face, or 
appeared t@ be ''sneerinff9 at Jblt!;JI', aimd thereafter ishe made 
a point of haviimg ~s little to d@ with him as po~sible; 
alw~ys walking i~ fr@@t ~f him a@d ~voidi~g all 
unnecessary c@nv~~~~ti©~ @r d®~li~g~ with him. 

Mrs. BREWER W$S ~~ked Wh®the~ ~h@ now feels 
that she could identify thi~ m~im if ~h® sees him again. 
Sh~ st~ted that she th@~ht she might be ~ble t@ identify 
this man if ~he~®®~ him ag~i~. Sh® ~t~ted the ma~ used 
no sl~@g or u~~~u~l expJr®~~i@m ~imd ~he c@uld not ~ssociate 
his ~ccent with ~ny p~rticul~r ~~®~t ~ddi~g h® had n~ 
p~rticul$r ~c~®~t. 
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She ali5@ st~t®d th~t ~!bl® js p@sitiv® ~he ha~ 
newer ~®®lU! this m.$D b®f@r~. Sh® J©l~ted @ut th~t she h$S 
@nf!i.J b®eim(h1Ulldliimg th@ J,"®1Illit$,l @f th® :Jr@@U ~ t this . 
r@@1111i1:iEng b®me silU!C® 11@.l"@h 12 9 1968 $ lbl@W®W®!' 11 ·~imd: sh® 
W@Uld have lm@ way @f kD©i'Wilillg wheth®l" he St$J®d $t this 
r@@mi~g h@use pri@r t@ th$t time • 

. i '' . - , . ,t . 
'Sh® st$t@d tlblat at tlhl@ tia® sh@ '..JbeJ<!%~J&® ;the'· 

l$Ddlady at this r@@miroi.gh@~e, ~@@a 5=B w~s @©~upi®~ 
bJ an elderly B$D by th@ lm$B@ @f OO~~OiB STDAiT. 
This man wa~ ill as @f ~rch 12, 1968, aJU1d she believed 
that it was @n March l~p 1968, tnt he w~s taken t@ a 
Memp~ts:,h@spital. A @@uple @f days later, pr@bably @n 
either .. lar@b 13 @r 14 9 1968 9 this mlllan died. The r@@m 
bad n@t been remi.ted fr©m that tiM ull'llti-1 tlhle -timme the 
str~1111er ll.l!Sing the n~me @f JOD WILIABD rent~d thi$ ro@a. 

Sb.®KlUlim©!erstainds th$t a imw11iib@r @f dif:ferellll.t 
persou have act.ea ilNI tbe @apaci ty @f rell'lltiml agell'At f @r 
tbi~ r@@mimig b@US® itril. l"®©®ll'llt lffill@lUJ.ths, illll©ludill'llg 111°. -
ffAff DDOOX,. who i~ llll@W $ clerk at the Tri=State Botel 
looated llll®arby, Mr. MADOOX imever havillll.g lived i~ thw 
r@@•iq b.@use, h@wewer, ami.d apparelll!tly havimi.g acted a~ 
reDtal agent f@r ~nly a sh@rt peri@d @f time. An@tb.er 
illlldiwidual Wh@'-')atMil®d. tb® reimtal @f Jr@@- iilh thi~ 
r@@ming b@use was H. a. THOl!PS0H~ all'll @ld drull'llk, acc@rditril.g 
t@ other teimants, whl@ imewer lived im\ th® r@©millllg b@us~ •. 
~ne @ther rent~l ~gent ~t th~ r@@ai~g b@~e pri@r t@ 
the time Mrso BiDD $,SS1W!ifil®d these d~ties W$,S w. v. 
SA.DONS, wh@- sb.e ijlm\d®rSt$,Dd$ is llil~_>~t ~he ~dis@n H®>tel 
in lle11phis • Sae i!Sl SV@ thiat Ml" o ~i!DOH~ '17$,S tlhle relll\t$).l 
$gent in J$n~ary 1968 9 b~s@d @n ©®Ji®s @f re@eipts in 
her re@eipt b@@k. Sh@ recalled tlhl$t !Ir. SAMWHS stabbed. 
his wife while be w~s rental agent ~t t•:w r@@ming lhl@~se 
and the matter re~eiwed publi@ity. 

llr'So BIDER ~d.wised th~t m<®St @f the @©@upants 
@f r@@ms in this r@@~ing h@U® are m@~® '@r l®~s per.a~ent 
ten~nts, alth@qh she d~s @©@asi@@ally r@nt a vacant 
r@®>m t@ traMi@nts f@r @nly @lUJ.® night. 

Mr's. BRDl!lR ~dvise~ that there ~~e 10 ~~,~~ate 
~)Ple\lft:ilR~mlt$ @r Jl:'@@!l!lll$ :imi th® ~@l)\\llth wimig @f th~ !'@©Bing 
~®~$e amid .six separ~t® ~p$JrtR®~t~ ~r r@@u iim the ~@rth 
wing~. The six ro@u i@ the mi@rth wi~g ~re referred t® ~~ 
l=B, 2=:B, etc. , wh®l"®ltilS tit»,e r@@ms :;n thle ~®llllth wiimg h~ve 
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• • 
~o letter @ft~® ~lph~bet f@ll@wiirug th~ r@@m n~mber. 
She fur~i~hed the f@ll@wing ifil\f@.lr'll\ID,ai,ti@@ ©@@c~r@ing th~ 
st~t~ of the~e r@@• ~~ @f April 4, 19~8 9 wh~@ t~e immn 
~~ing the name JOHN WILJLiARD ©becked int@ R@@m 5=B: 

(Room~ ~re numb®r®d i@ ~ ©@unter=©l@©kwi~~ @~d®r 9 

st~rting with R@@m N@. 1 i~ the ~@utbw®~t corner @f 
this wing of th® r@@ming h@useo} 

R@@m l = vac~uit 

R@@m 2 - O©cupied by Mr. ~nd ~~. BREWER a~d 
ref ~rred t@ Ii~ tlhl® w

1@ff i©®." 

Room 3 = @©cupi@d by Mro BERTIE L. REEVES 9 ~n 
eld®rly m~n who i~ r®tir~d and wlhl@ ~PP®~r~ 
t@ b~ re~~@n~bly ~~~P®•ibl~. She ~t~ted 
th~t Mr. REEVES ©~me @~t @f hi~ r@~m ~b@ut 
the ~~m® time~~ Mr. ~~d Mr~o BREWER ~fter 
~11 he~rd wh~t they believ~d t@ be~ sh@t 
$b@ut 6:00 p.m.P April 4, .1968. 

R@@:m. 4 - 4ll)~cupi®d by HOWARD V'itN~E 9 atim @ld~r mlftl!R, 
chr@ni© ~l©@h@li©g Wh© w@rk~ ~~ a h~~dyman 
~t Jim'~ Gl'ill l@~~t~d ~earby 9 b~t wh@ as 
of April 4v 1968, w~~ kim@w~ by JIDr~. BREWER 
t@ h~ve bee~ drunk f@r tw@ d~y~. ME'~. 
BREWER ~t~t~d ~h~ k~ew that VANCE w~~ in 
hi~ r@@m ~~ @f 6:00 p.m., April 4~ 1968, 
bmrt ~h® al~@ kmtew th~t h® h@l;i! b~~m @n a 
tw@=d~y drumtk ~~d th~t he did n@t c@me 
©Ut @f lb\i,t,l l'©©l!im $ 

Ro@m 5 - Occupied by To Le lidSSER 9 ~ m~~ 75 to 80 
y~~r~ @f ~g® 9 wh@ h~~ b@e® ill rece~tly, 
wh@~@ h@~~i• i~ v~ry d~f®©tiv~, ~m who 
w~~ in his r@@m ~s @f th@ time @f the 
sh@@ti~g. lll"~e BREWER ~dd@d 9 h@wever, 
th~t du@ t@ Ml'. DSSDr~ ~g@ $@d hi~ 
phy~ic~l ~@d ment$l ©@~diti@~, Mr. DSSER 
still d@@~ rn@t ~rnder~t~nd wlM.t $Ctually 
occurr®d ~~d ©@nti@u®s t@ ~sk wh~t ~11 the 
e~cit®m®@t w~~ ~b@ut ~h®@ p@lic® @fticers 
~~d FBI Ag~@ts qu@sti@n®d @©©~pii@ts ©f the 
buildi@g. 

17 

---~------------ --- ----.--- -- -2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



l 

ME 44-1987 
6 

• 

Room 6 = V~c~@t. M~n by th® ~~me @f SAWEL WILSON, 
wh© sh® u~d@r$t~nd~ h~d bee~~ tenant for 
~®W®ral m@~ths 9 v~~$ted thi~ r@@m @~ 

April 3p ll968 .. 

Room 1 - &cupied by FRANK Mo H!RLEY 9 ~~ elderly 
m~n Wb@ i~ ~ chr@ni© ~lc©h©liCg Wh© w~s 
al~@ dr~imk ~@di~ hi~ ro@m ~s of the time 
@f the ~h@@ting. She ~tat·ed. that MARLEY 
did net c@m~ @ut @f hi~ r@@m aro~nd the 
time @f th~ ~h@©ting. 

Room 8 - Vac~nt. (This i~ the r@@m whi@h lID:'$. 
BREWER fir(§lt ~h@wed '·t@ the mall'!\ l!l!~iimg the 
n~me JOHN' WILLA.RD$) 

R@@m 9 - Occupi~d by &ROW CARTER,~ ~n 55 to 60 
years @f age, unempl@yed, wh@ receives 
welf~re check~ ~~d who@~~~ pbysic~l 
afflicti@~. (Sh~ st~ted @!!le @f hi~ hands 
is d®f@rmed @r 11dr~Wll1l. up., ou) She stated 
this m~~ ~ls@ d~ink~ c@l!lsider~bly. She 
d@es n@t believe h® w~s h@me ~t the time 
@f the fililh@@t iIAg. 

Room 10 = Occupi~d by LEONARD RATON 9 ~ge 60 to 65, 
who $he ~~der~t~ll1l.ds to be~ l@ng=time 

NORTH WING: 

re$ident ~t this r@@ming b@~~e1 who reportedly 
f@rme1!:'ly worked @l!l ~ rive!" bt1)&i,t. Sh.~ $tated 
it i$ her impressi@@ th~t he w~s in his 
room ~~leep ~t the time @f the $@@@ting 
~l!ld that he t@@ h~d b~el!l drilllking. 

(Rooms on north wing~~® lllilWl!ib®red 1-B th~@ugb 6-B, 
reading from west t@ ®~~te Th@~® d@@r~ h~ving numbers 
have numerals @nly @n t~®m~ but ~ll @f the te~~nts 
undEU'."~tand that the d®~ign~ti©llli @f vv.sv~ l!:'~fers t@ th® 
ro@ms in the n@rth wi~ge) 

Ro@m 1-B - (l©c~t®d w@~t of~ 1m@rth-~@uth h~llw~y 
whi©b ©©ml!l®©t~ t© ~ID), ®llliCl©~®d w~ln~y 
con1lli®©ting th~ two wi1llig~ @f the r@@ming 
h@U~®) ©©@upied by MI"so JE~SIE L. LEDBETTER, 
a wid@~ ~h@ ~h® u~d®rstarnds h~~ re~ided at 
thi~ ~ddr~~~ f@l!:' ~@~® 8 t@ 10 y@arso Mrs. 
LEDBE'.lr'TER i~ !a\,. irll®~f f®l@'tt® • . 
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Ro@m 4-B = Occupied by WILLIS ANCHUTZ, ®mployed at 
Duvrall T?'$IDJ.Sf er C@mp:!&lrilf. Mrs. BREWER 
i~ter le~rn®d th~t M~. ANCHUTZ 
~®~@rtedly saw the man running down the 
hall f@ll@wing the ~h@@ting and had some 
conver~~ti@n with hims 

Room 5-B = R@om occupied by the m$D using name• 
JOHN WILLARD and which r@@m had not · 
been rented ~ince former tenant, 
COMMODORE STEWART, died about March 13 
or 14 11 1968. 

Room 6-B - Occupied by Mr. and Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS. 
Mr. STEPHENS is an unemployed tuberculosis 
p~tiemi.t ami his wife is presently confined 
to her bedo 
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• FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _....;:4:.L./__.7.,.._/....;:6:..=8.-· --~~~ 

WILLIAM.CHA.RLES ANSC:HU'..rZ, 422½ South Main, Apartment 
4B, Memphis, advised that he is employed by the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Companye 1054 Firestone Avenue, Memphis. 

He returned home from work about 2:30 p.m., 
April 4, 1968. Miss JESSE LEDBETTER, a neighbor in Apartment 
lB, ,came to his room to watc'h television.. They watched television 
throughout the afternoon. 

On two occasions during the afternoc::m, ANSCHUTZ t.ti:f;!d 
to get into the bathroom at.the end of the hall to pour o~t 
some water he had used to wash diaheso Each time someone 
was in the bathroom. The second time ANSCHUTZ went to the 
bathroom, another neighbor, CHARLIE STEVENS of Apartment 6B, 
told ANSCHUTZ that a new tenant who rented Apartment SB 
was in the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ did not know the exact 
time of his attempts to get into the bathroom, but he indicated 
these attempts were only a few minutes apart. He does not know 
how long the new tenant was in the bathroom, but it ~~emed like 
a long time to him. 

Later ANSCHUTZ heard a shoto He had been watching 
television for some time, but he did not have any idea what 
time it was. He got up and went. to the door. As he opened 
it a man came down the hall.. ANSCHUTZ thought the man came 
out of Apartment SB, but he could not tell for sure. 

The man was running and as he passed ANSCHUTZ's 
door II he held his hand and arm over his f a~e so ANSCHUTZ , 
could not get a good look at him. As the man passed ANSCHUTZ, 
ANSCHUTZ said, "I thought I beard a shot!•• The man answered, 
98 Yeh, it was a sbot. s# 

The man was carryi~g ~omething under his arme It 
appeared to be so~ething long and was wrapped in what looked 
like a blanket. ANSCHUTZ thought it might be a g~n. 
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ME 44--1987 
2 

ANSCHUTZ knew that the shot had been fired nearby, 
but he could not tell if it came from the bathroom or from 
apartment 5B. He had never seen the man or talked to him 
until he saw the man running down the hall. He thinks the 
man went down the stairs to Main Street, but he did not follow 
him. 

Afte~ the man had run down the hall, CHARLIE STEVENS 
came out of his apartment, and said he had also heard a shot. 
ANSCHUTZ went into the bathroom, and looked out the window. A 
police officer in the backyard yelled for him to get away 
from the window. ANSCHUTZ heard a girl say that the shQt had 
come from the window. 

After leaving the bathroom, ANSCHUTZ went .to the 
other side of the roominghousel) and told the landlady, 
Mrs. BREWER, that he had heard a shot. Then he went back to 
his room to watch tele\i'ision. To the best of his knowledge,. 
ANSCHUTZ cannot remember the man having any.other luggage 1 etc;., 
except the object that was wrapped up in the blanket. 

ANSCHUTZ describes the man as follows: 

Height: 
Build: 
Age: 
Clothes: 

6' 
Slim 
30's 
Did not seem to be wearing a 
coat. 

ANSCHUTZ did not ~ee the man's face because the man 
covered it with his arm and hand. ANSCHUTZ does not think he 
could identify the man if be saw him again. ANSCHUTZ said he 
had not been drinking at all during the afternoon. He had to 
stop drinking for health reasons, 

ANSCHUTZ advised that JESSE LEDBETTER is a deaf mute, 
She can read and write and can speak sign language. ANSCHUTZ 
does not know if she saw the man when he ran past the door. 
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• . FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4_/_10_· _/6_8 ___ ~~ 

Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, second floor, 
422½ s. Main Street 9 furl!!li~h@~ the following information to 
Lieutel!llant J. D. HAMBY, Homi~id@ BWt"eau, Memphis Police 
JDepartmel!!lt, aIDJ.d SA FRJU1!KlLIN Le JODSON ~ 

Mr. STEPliENS, who stated he is 46 years of age, 
and his wife occupy 2 rooms iml the nortlb! Wilnlg of a rooming 
house, the address of which is 422½ S. Mai!lll Street. This 
~ooming house actually covers t~e second floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENSi room being located in the 
nortlll ·building il!ll the southieast CO:ifIDJ.el' of the north building. 

Sometime iIDl the late afterl!lloon. of April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were in. their room. His wife, who has 
irec~ntly been in the hoopital for an extended period of 
i_;ime, was in 'be<dl in. their combination of living-bedroom. 
He was in the kit~hen, which is ®ast of the living-bedroom. 
He was repairiIDlg a radio on a table located at the north 
wall of th<e lki tchen. IlM!!e«U.ately n,cm1t1Ti · of him is a common 
bathroom which is located at the ea~t en<dl of an ea~t-west 
hallway in the north building. While he was repairing the 
r_adio 9 he heard what b.e i!§l <eertain w:a~ a shot, and he is .:/ 
certain that shot <eame from. the bathroom from a point 
within just a few feet of whe~e lbl@ wa~ sitting. He has no 
way of kDowing the time but c~n. oll'llly e~timate it was sometime 
b~tween 5~00 and 6~00 PM. 

Upon hea:!fimlg this ~hot 1 lm® walked out of the ki tche:n 
through his living-b®d:l!."oom al'l!d op®ml®d the doo~ leading onto 
the hallway and ob~®Jl"W®d am.an rullllning w@st down this hallway 
and this man was ~ar,xoyin.g a lairge bmn<rllle of some kind. He 
would estimate that thi~ bundle OJ!." package was at least 
3 OJ!." 4 feet loill\g amld 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw t-e 
1111uuil. and th® bul!lldl@ «:rnly momentarily, he gaiIDl.®d the impression 
that tlble buIDldle wa~ Wl'apped il'll ~amething 9 possibly a newspaper. 
This man conti@ue<d lt"Ull'll@iIDlg to tlble 't))!l'll«,ll of the hallway turning 
left (south) aIDJ.@ appar®ntly th~reafter ran down the stairways 
onto the street 9 although h~ could not actually see the man 
goiIDlg down the stairw~yb 
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It immediat~ly o~~UI'I'®d to Mr. 'STEPHENS that 
this was the same man he had seen earlier in the afternoon, 
pos~ibly around mid-aftel!."noon, standing at the door to · 
room 5-B whi~h is lo~ated immediately west of Mr. 
ST.EPDNS ~ living-bedl!."oomo lH!® stated that around mid­
afternoon he had seen a man with M,rs. B~EWER standing in the 
hallway at the entran~e to l!."oom 5-B looking into room 5-B. 
He saw the man's left side. The man had nothing in his hand~ 
at the time. He assumed this was sQfflle new guest looking 
at a. room. 

Hr. STEPDNS stated that he and his wife remained 
i~ theb• room the: i-est of the afternoon. He po~nted out tbat 
he, Mr.· STEPHENS,' is ,a,' dililabled veteran who has1 been treated 
fQr tuberculosis,: alill.d <be spenqls most of his ti~~ in his rooms 
idth · hi~ wife who1 is"' also ill. and wlhlo at pfeseiit is a bed 
patient. 

Sometime after seeing thisman with Mrs. BREWER, he 
heard ~omeone in room 5-B and a~sumed the man hehad seen 
had rented the room next door. He stated tmt he recalls 
on several differ~nt.occasio~ hearing foot~teps in this room 
and also leaving from this room past hi~ (Ur. STEPHENS's) 
room and into the ~o!llilMon bathroom at the east end of the 
hall. He was also very much aware that when the person went 

from room 5-B to the bathroom, that per~on remained in the bath~ 
room, for a considerable period of time. He pointed out that 
this·is particula~ly noticeable since this is a common bathroom 
which must be used.by-a numbeir of diffeJrel!llt tenants. He 
also specifically· recalled that ol!llly o~ one occasion did 
he hear the commode being flushed and he was therefore curious 
as to why this pel!."son was spen<dlilli\g so much time in the bath~oom. 

He stated that on the last occasion that someone 
went from llll.Wffllber 5=B to the bathl!."oom prior to the time.he 
heard the shot, be would @stimatei that that per~on remained 
in the bathroom for at least 20 to 30 minutes. During 
this period he he~rd no·~oises coming,from the bathroom. 
He also ~pecifically re©all~ that duri~g this same period, 
Mr. WILLIS ANCHilmZ (phonetic), who occupies room 4-B, immedi­
ately west of 5-B where the new tena~t apparently was located, 
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had knocked on Mr. STEPHDS'~ ~oor a~d ~omewhat angrily 
inquired as to who was staying i~ the bathroom so long. 

It was at the en.d of this latter period of tin 
that'Mr. STDDlfS heard the above des~ribed shot which he 
was certain cue frOlllm the batltJur>oom •. He stated that immediately 
after the sh<>t vas fire<dl he heard s@mu~ people lool!llted acr~s 
the street., east of the b!Ulilding where he lives, serening. 
Due to the e~citement of the mome~t, the fa©t that people 
across the street in the vicinity of the Lorraine Motel 
were screaing, and the fact that his hearing is not tbe 

,;,best, he did n.ot hear any ad«:111 ti@lliil.al noises caning fr-om the 
bat.bro•. He pointed out tlhlat lble would expect to hear a 

1
r.1

1sc1illf:f le'' comming fr• the batlrnr@om if the man in . the bath:re>om 
.had fired the Shot that killed MARTIN LUTDR KING, but he 
cannot recall heariimg such a Msicuf:tle. n Re stated that he 

Simply has no way of knowing whether the man cae out of the 
b athr'.oom, went int4ll ro@m · 5-B and th®l!ll r a,m . out of 5-B do'!n 
the hall ·toward the front of the building. or whether the aan 
in the bathroem ran dire@tly from the bathroom down the 
ht.all way toward the flt"ol!llt of tlhle building. He gttated he did . 
hesitate a few moments after hesirirmg the shot al!lld hearing the 
illcream.iDg outside bef©lre he weltllt to the door altllcdl looked dowl!ll 

. the hall to see the mu1ltll ruDl!lling carrying sometlldltllg in his !uand, 

Mr. STD.lliDS advised that th~ @rily people in the 
ltllorth buildiltllg of tlrllis rooming .house at the time of this 
lneident were (1) Mr. STEPDNS, (2) Mr. STEPHDS's wife• 
who was in bed altlld who was never in a positiom to'observe 
aimythi111g, (3) Mr. WiLLXS /UfCJIUOI!fl (phormetic), above, in. room 
4-B, who cue out «>f• his room ancdl was seeim by ,Mr o STEPHENS 
at th~ same time Mr. ST~DNS saw the maim ruiml!lling down the 
ball, (4) Mr~. JESSIE LED~ITTER, a deaf altlld dumb lady who re~ 
sides illll roc»m l=B to,ward the) flt"ont (west) of their,,m1«,!f:tk wing 
or 'n1i;:11,th building, !'4ltlld (5) the UltllkltllOWlll !ll!iliU\ ,who had occupied 
room 5=B-who was ru1mltlliltllg dowltll the hall as previously.state:,. 

,,, 

Mr. STEPHENS ~tat~d tl111at Mr.. ANCHU- made ~~• renut:irk 
to the uimkimowl'l'il man who wa~runm1irmg down t.h~ hallway and the 
unknqwn maim app~ently made som~ kind of ~~ply. 
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Mr. STEPDNS advi~ed that whereas he could hear 
foot$teps in 5-B al!lld could hear foot~teps between 5-B and the 
bathroom., he \at no time heard any conversation in 5-B, 
and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-B 
from the time the new tenant checked in until the time , 
he heard the shot. He ~tated he never heard any noise or 
foot~teps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it i~ very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining rooms of thi~ ~ooming hou~e and he definitely 
can hear normal co·nver~ation coming from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that whelm he saw the new tenant with Mrs. 
:BREWER standing in front of 5-B, he on.ly saw the left side 
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw 
him directly in front, but based upon his observations he 
would describe this person as follows: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Posture: 
Bair: 
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Unknown 
White 
Male 
"ill'.ll, his 30 's. '' 
5 9 10-1!9' 
165 pounds 
Average 
Malm stood erectly 
Described as sandy, also 
described as ~'dark blond" 
©r"having the appearance of 
unwashed sand. 
Further described btrline 
as receding on left side 
(a~d pre~umably on both side$) 
making it appear he would ha¥e 
~vpeaks v, on either side but 
with full thick hair toward 
the front center of his head 
between the peaks. Hair 
combed straight back. Normal or average haircut. 
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Bare headed, wearing dark 
suit 
Clean ~haven, neat appeari~g 
individual. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4--'---/_7..:_/_6_8 ___ ~_ 

CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B~ 422½ South Main 
Street 6 Memphis 0 advised that o~ the afternoon of April 4, 
1968, he was with his wife at the above addresso He stated 
that at about 3:30 p .. m .. (J ~h the above dat•, he began working 
on a table.ttWdel radio of his which was• heed of repairo 
He said betook a radio to the kitchen~ Placed it on the 
tab~e.which was against the wall that w~• ~ajacent to the 
bathroom which was used by all tenants e iis floor. As he 
was working on his ra•i~ he co~ld he~r the man in the next 
apartment to.him., Apar~ent. SB(} l~ave )tlis room several times 
and go int-o the bathro~l'tt.. Mf'o STEPHE,liS stated that he knew 
it wa~ the·•e who had just cheoked in to Apartment SB that 
~fterno'On becau~u~ he eo\lld hear the door of Apartment SB 
open and then footsteps would go down. the hall to the bathroom, 
the bathroom door would.open and then closeo 

Mr. STEPHENS $aid that during th~se various trips t~at 
the individual in Apartment SB made to the bathroom he failed 
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of 
the last time he was in the bathro~. At this time he flushed 
the toilet. He stated that th.is iltil.dividu.ai seemed to be spending 
an undu~ length of time in this bathroom. At about 6:00 p.m., 
on April 4 11 1968, Mr .. STEPHENS heard a loud no'ise which he described 
a~ sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon hearing 
this noise 0 Mro STEPHEN£!fmn from the kitchen where he was repai~!ng 
his radio to his door that led to the hallwayo B~ stated this is 
only a distance of about. 10 to 12 feet. .. Upon opening the door 
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of about three 
feet long and wrapped in what. appeared to be newspaper. He saw 
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying 
to leave the apartment buildingo As thi~ was happening WILLIE 
ANSCRUTZs who lived in Apartment 4Bo eUte out of his apartment 
and went to the ~athroomo ANSC~U'.11.'Z then told STEPHENS to look out 
of his window .. STEPHENS said.that he th.en looked out of his 
kitchen window which faced t.he Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of 
policemen scurrying @!bout ~d people rul'W.ing'screaming in the 
vicinity of the hotel& 
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Ml'. STE:PllmNS ~t~ t®dl tNt tllili!l U!!! "&Jllhl.o Wi!llS in 
Apartment SB had @heck®d in ~b~ut 3:00 or 3:30 p.m4 on 
April 4g 1968 •. B® ~tat®d he¥~$ ~@l'® of thi~ be~ause he had 
h~~rd the la®dl~dy sho"lling him the ~p~rtment mt. that time. He 
stated he gl~nced omt of hi~ doo~ ~~d got a f~irly goad look at 
the m~l!i who 11:Ae c:llesierib®d ~~ beii!!.g ~ "&Jlll!ite Dale; 5' 10-11 .. ; 
veighiDg 165 po~nd~; ~l~~der b~ild; r~ddy ©Olllliplexion; sandy 
hair; llilad a loq 9 shal'p pointed ~o~e; "&Jlearing what appeared to 
be a dark blue or bilrd.l.ck ~'1\it~ Wllll.ite ~bi:irt la1nd dark tie. 

Mr. ST:EPDNS st~ted that tlbe nmi wllllo he saw running 
o~t of the brd.l.throom ©lo~ely resembled the li1lllrd.\.~ who had checked 
i~to Apartment 5B. He ~aid he @ould olflllJ see the man who rart 
from the b~throom from b@hind 9 b@t his general bQild, hair 
coloring and clothes were the s~me ~s the individual in 
Apartment 5B. 

·Mr o STEPHENS de~~JJ;'ib~d the i&Miiwidual ~e saw running 
o'1!t of the hiatlplroom ~s foll@Ws: 

. 'b.~, 
~e~ 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Compl®:xioEll. 
Hair 
Clothillllg 

White 
·.Jiale 
!:P 10-11° 
165 
Slelfl.lder 
Ruddy 
Sandy, ~lightly o~ dark side 
We~riDg d~rk s~it 

Mr. STEPHE}tS ~dded th~ t he lhlad lf!lewer •~et th~ man who . 
checked ·into Ap@.rtme~t 5B, t~lked to hili1lll 1 or knew his name. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date ___ 4__,/,_6_,_/_6"""""8~--

Hlt"s. GRACll lBIADS STIJPJBlD S, Ap1&rtlli\emrt 6=B, 422 i 
11am ,Str.e~t, Memphis, T@llil!li)®S~e®, :furmiish@d the following 
illilf Ol'lli\$!. t io ID! : 

Mrs. SHPBllNS st&id thimt slm@ w~s ilLll b®d all day 
@Ill\ Ap'ril 4, l.968, as she lhl1&s lb!e®l!il ill tor several months •.. 

· She advisie,d tlmat she beard a im@ise, 'tllhtich oot1mHt'l@d like 
a f ire©ra~ker at 6 · p. m. , April 4, 1968. She· said the noise 
SOMID'!ded to her as if it ©alllD.\e from the yard @llil the east 
side of h@ll." apall."tllllll®llilt. Slhle S:&id Sh® @lid! rol©lt tlhd!.imk aroiything 
a~VJlt the im@i" $l.S it 'was ©(Q)!fm!olOIDl f(Q)Jr tJraimls to ~t off · 
f ir@cra@kers on the tracks •olfil tm. east side (!)f her 
apart~~imt. · ibbrs. STBPJB!DS saids~® h@all."d soft footsteps 
coming fr-om <9>ut @f time· batlhlro@m; ·which i~ located ~djace11t 
it(!) her apart•IIllt, amHtll pr(l)©@®diroig <?'&1.pidly dOWl!nl the b.allw~y 
t(Q)Ward the elllltr.~llllC® to time mpartmellllt ~uildi!Illg. 

Mrs. STIJPHD'S smid slhle tlmis)l'I} lfuemrd scream.ilDl.g 
· and yellillllg fr«»m the east side @f her &p~rtme111rt l!'lear the 

L©>rrsd.imcei · Jl(Q)t@l lllt 406 K1Utll.berl":, Street• Mrs. ST.IPHQS 
said she did !Ill@t get out o:f ll»ed at any timie on April 4, 
1968, and did nc»t ~e iunyon.e leave the apartmient bathroom 
tai.Dd kimows Dotl'llillllg e.lse rell.at ing to the &bovement ioned x».Qise" . 

File # ii![emplh\is 44-198 7 
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FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_l_0_/6_8 ___ ~_ 

Mr. BDTIE L. RmEVES9 E~@m 3 9 wouth wi~g of rooming 
hou~e looated on ~®©olr!\d fl@o~ 9 422½ S. Main Street, Memphis, 
furni~hed the followi~~ info~matio~ to Li~utenant J. D. 
BAMBY, Ho~icide Bwr@au, Memphi~·Poli~® Depattment, and 
SA FRANKLIN L. JTODSOH. lful.oo REEVES, who adviililed he is 74 years 
of age, retired, fo~me~ly a ~ragli~e op®rator, railroad 
fireman and hotel clerk 9 a~vi~®d he ha~ r®~ided .at this 
add~e~s for th~ pa~t 8 y®u~. 

Be ~tated t~at ~ometim~ in th® late afternoon of 
April 4 9 1968 9 exa©t tim® l!M>t r~alle~, h® wa~ in his 
room when he heflurd a ~h<0t. Be illmlll®«Uately walked out i:nto 
the large hallway at which time th~klllldlady 9 Mrs. BESSIE 
BREWER, and helt" bus ban@! FR.ABK, wlhlo O©©upy room 2, R\!:IJXt 
door to his room 9 als@ ©ae out of tlh\eir ro~m. The 3 of them 
proceeded east dowllll tlh\® la:irg@ lhlallway OJI:' lobby of this wing 
of the rooming hou~e to the @ast ~oor. As they walked 
down the hallway they heard scr~a~ coming from across the 
street to the ea~t of tlhli~ buildillllg in th@ vicinity of the 
Lo:mmine Motel. Upon arrivillllg at the ~ear {east) door 9 

poli~e officers illll the area illllstruct@d them to get back 
il!))Side alllld they did so. 

Mr. REEVES advised he did n<0t see anyone leave the 
build_ing and do@s not know 1dw fire«il th~ ~hot aD.id has no 
way of knowing th~ ~xa~t location of th® ~hot which he 
heard. 

H~ advi~ed that ~~rli®r i~ th® afte~noon of April 4, 
1968, and perhap$ uou~d 3~00 P.Ho 9 h® had r~turned to his 
room after goim1g to Jim 9 $3 Cafe looatf@@l IDJ.®arby. As he approach4;ld 
his room, he saw a strang® man ~tan«iling at the door oi .the 
landladyes room. This man tber®after left from the vicinity 
of the door to the landla~y'~ ro<0~ a~~ walk~@ north across 
a hallway to the north wing of thi~ 'room.iimg hou~e. He 
pointed out that the roomillilg hou~e lo~ated on the second 
floor is actually l@cated in two diff@~ent buildings, but 
the~e is a~ enclo~~d walkwar to~ard t~@ fro~t ofthese two 
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secollll.d floor callll. walk from the north building to the south 
buildiimg. The r@oms in the llllO:il:'th build:illllg have a nan 

llllumber, such a~ 1-89 2-B al!ll@ ~o forth 9 whereas the rooms 
in the south buil~ing have llllO lett®r of the alphabet follow­
illll.g the room number~. Thi~ llll®W t@llll.al!ll.t walk~d th.11:'ough this 
enclosed walkway from the south to the.north building 
where the 'qB'' ro~s are looa:ted. He did nu>t see him again. 
He pointed out that he only ~aw this man fr<>m the rear . 
allll.d right side as the mallll left the la~dlady'~ door and walked 
north to the north building. 

Mr. REEVES furnished the followi~g description of 
the man seen by him: 

Name: 
Race g 

Sex: 
Age~ 
Height~ 
Weight~ 
Buil;d: 
Hair: 
,Dre~~ g 

Gene:wal Appea~ance~ 
Mi~cellaneous ~ 

31 

UnknO\'W»1 
White 
Male 
25-30 
5 9 11~1 to 6' 
165-175 pit>unds '· 
Ave:wage· 
Da:irk, full he'ad of hair 
Bair@ b.~a<dle«.i!:': ilffi' dark sui i,· '· 

9 . -@lid not ~e~ '~h1l"t or tie· 
~°P'.!l?etty neat v, 
Mr. REEVES stated that 
thi~ man definitely was not 
©a~:wying anything when he 
~aw him and'the ~an did not 
~ay anything when he was in 
the man~s p:wesence. 
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'/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date---------~ 

· FRANK BREWE~,422½ South Main Street, Apartment 2, 
Memphis, advised that \is wife, BESSIE BREWER 9 is the 
landlord of the roominghouse at 422½ Sou:th Mai:!i.1· 1 Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

BREWER works at Velsicol Chemiqal Corporation, 
1199 Warford, Memphis, Tennessee. He arrived home from work 
about 5:30 p.m. on April 4, 1968. He immediately sat down to 
eat supper. His wife told him that she had rented 
apartment 5B that afternoon, but she did not mention anything 
about the person to whom she rented the room. 

BREWER finished his supper and sat down to watch 
television. He figured the time to be just about 6:00 p.m. 
He heard a loud noise that sounded like a gun, but he · 
thought it must be a firecracker. He got up and went to the 
door to see what had made the noise. He opened the door that 
leads into t,be hall. He heard people behind the roominghouse 
yelling, "Oh God, help me!n He also heard some firemen from tt,.e 
nearby fire station running toward the Lorraine Hotel, and 
one of them said, ''Someone has been shot." 

.BREWER ran to the back door and ;out on the back 
porch. It took him two or three seconds to u 1ock the door 
and get it open. BREWER figures that the time elapsed from 
when he heard the noise until he stepped onto the back porch 
was about 15 - 20 seconds. 

As he stepped out on the porch, a uniformed officer, 
possibly from the Sheriff's Office, ran into the backyard of 
the roominghouse and yelled to BREWER, "Get back in the house 
and lock the door. 19 BREWER thought he was from the Sheriff's 
Office because he was wearing dark green pants and a tan shirt. 
As BREWER started back inside 1 another officer yelled, "The shot 
came from. there, 0 and pointed toward the northeast corner of the 
roominghouse. BREWER thought the officer was pointing toward 
either the windows on the northeast corner or the roof. 
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BREWER came back into the apartment house and 
locked the door. He looked out the window and saw two 
policemen on the roof of the building that faces Mulberry Street, 
and is just northeast of the building at 422 South Main. 

BREWER went back to his apartment and sat down. 
He did not hear anything until WILLIAM ANSCHUTZ, who lives 
in apartment 4B, came to BREWER'S door and yelled, "The guy 
that rented the room ran down the step~ 1 and had something 
wrapped up that looked like a gun.''· BREWER did not go out 
to look for the man. 

' The police came to the door within a minute or two, 
and officers were there the whole night. 

BREWER and his wife have lived at 422½ South Main, 
Apartment 2, since March 12 9 1968. BREWER never did s~e tbe man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD, and, thus, could offer nothing 
concerning WILLARD's appearance. BREWER examined the rent 
receip'ts dating back to January 27 9 1968, and could find no 
record of a JOHN WILLARD living here before April 4, 1968. 

----.---
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 4/6/68 
Date -------~-~ 

Mr. HOWARD OONN:!!:E VANCE, 422! South Main Street, 
Apartment 4, s~uth Wing, Memphis, Te~nessee, furnished the 
following information: 

Mr. VANCE Sllid hie Wi&S nint<»xicllted" for the two . 
days of April 3 and 4 9 1968. He said he went to the bathro~m 
twice on April 4, 1968, at 9 ~om. and at 3 p.m., and did 
not see anyoime ~r bear any@JQle olll!. th«>se tw«» a(Ccasion.s. 
VANCE said he lives aloDe in his room. He said he was 
completely unaware of any activity outside of his room 
for the two above-mentioned dates. 
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Mr. J. L. MESSER, 422½ So~th Main Street, Apartment 
5, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following information: 

. Mr. MESSER 9 speaking in a very loud tone, stated 
that he was extremely hard of hearing and was almost deaf. 
He stated that he did not know ~nything had happened that 
was out of the ordinary on April 4, 1968, and that he was in 
his room the entire day. He stated he did not know anything 
had occurred until that morni~g 9 April 5, 1968, when Mrs. 
BREWER told him that someone had been killed. Mr. MESSER 
stated that he ha.s been having trouble wi tb his back and 
that he spends most of his time either in bed or sitting down 
in his room. 

He stated he could furnish no information in this 
matter. 
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FRANK M. MARLEY 9 422½ South Main Street, Apartment 7, 

adviaed that he was home all day on April 4, 1968. He 
heard a loud noise about 6~00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, but 
he had been drinking heavily all afternoon, and he did not 
get out of bed to see what was happening .. 

He, did not see tbe~man who rented Room 5B,, and 
lte·did not hear anything unusual aft~r he heard tbe loud 
noise. 
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On. April 5,. 1968, an effort was made by 
Lieutenant J,. D .. BAMBY, Homicide Burea.u, a.nd SA 

':r:ruumLIN, L. ~to interview Mr. FRANK MILLAlU> MARLEY .. 
white male, 81·· years ~ld, te1mant in room 1 south wing if 
rooming house second floor, 422½ S, Main. Street,· Memphis .. , 

. Ten1utssee. Ext.re111u~ idliff icul ty was experienced ·:1n ~a eff'<>rt 
~o ~nt~rview Mr. :U,~LEY who stated he ia ~l years of age,n. · Mir..,, 
MARLEY·stated he bad'iheard a shot sometime late in the . ' · 
afternoon of April 4, 1968, at which time he stated he was 
standi•ng on the back ·porch (located -at the east end of a 
large. hallway, in the center of ·.the south building or $01.\'t;h · 
wing of the rooming house at this address).;. He sta,ted tllat 
he was .on the back porch to hang out some clothing~ He 1 

pointed out some items· of clothing in water in a. wash pan,r. 
It was noted these.items of clothing had not been· wrµng out 
an4 · were still in the wash water. t. ;:::·, 

Mr. MARLEY related several different.½ersions 
as to what he had ,ee~ aoo w~ere he had beell located., at 
Olfl~_poin~ stating tbe:re.were·a 1!1-eD·involved in the sb,ooting 
(>:f MAilTIN LlJTHER KING and that b.e had seen oneJif th~m . 
sliding down a ban~·.:. east of the above mentionecf''ba.ck

1

' portion 
whereas the other 2 · had tun west out of the. building~ At · . 
this point, he stated _that he was in the hallway .··when the , 
2 men ran west and one of them told him '0 get the hell out , _ 
of· the .way,, 0 Be also stated at one point that one o-f the me-. 
running west had a:; "y'ami.kee ·brogue~• iull.d at another point 
stated eb.e of them l<>oked like an Indian~ ··• 
t\ .j ~- · · ·1 . - . . · 

During effb~ta tc:> interview· Mr, MARLEY•. Mr 1, F•ANK 
BREWER, husband of the landlady of this building, Mr's, 
BESS IE ' BREWER 11 , adv_ised Lt , J. D. · HAMBY and · SA FRANK. L 11 
JOHNSON that Mr~ MARLEY is· a complete alcoholic, stays drunk 

, all the t,ime, and he personally lutows that Mr. ¥ARLEY was 
passed out in his room at the time Mr.~ BREWER,, Mrs,. mtnEa 1,_ 
al'lld another tenant Mr. BERTXE REEVES heard a shot around '. 
6:0Q P~, April 4, 1968. 
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1 

BAROW CARTER0 422½ Sout.h Maino Apartment 9, advis$'d;r, 
that he arrived at home. about. 4gJO Pomo o on April 4b 1968.. , ,, 
He·-went to his room and he wais $till there when he heard 
a shot about 6i00 pcme He ~tayed in his room until the 
police came inside about 10-15 minutes later" 

CARTER did not see the man who rented Apartment 5B1 
and he did not notice anything unusual before or after he 
heard the shotc He does not fe~l he bas anything that w:>uld 
help,in the investigation of this case" 
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1 

ALFRED W. EA10N, 422! South Main Street, 
Apartment 10 9 advise~ that he had been in and out of the 
apartment most of the day on April 4 1 1968. He had been 
drinking that afternoon 9 and was taking a nap when 
he was awakened by a loud noise and some commotion outside 
the boardinghouse. He got out of bed, and looked out the 
back window of the house. He saw someone covering up a 
body across the street, 

EA10N did not see the person who rented 
Apartment 5B in the roominghouse. He also heard nothing 
in the other wing of the building (where Apartment 5B is 
located) after the shot was fired. 

EATON s~id he went back to bed shortly thereafter, 
and did not know what actually happened until the morning of 
April 5 9 1968, 
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Date __ 4_/_l_l_/_68 ___ ~~ 

Mrs. JESSIE LEO LEDBEffER, 422½ South Main Stree~~ 
Apal'1tment 1-B, Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed with the 
following results: 

Mrs. LEDBETTER is a deaf mute and an attempt was 
made by Agents to communicate with her by writing questions 
on paper and using various hand and head motions. MJ>s. 
LEDBETTER was unable to furnish any information of value in 
this matter. 
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LORRAINE MOTEL , -
406 MULBERRY STREET 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

(This section of the report _reflects interviews 
with employees and customers of the Lorraine-­
Motel, -as well,as with persons who actually 
observed Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, .JR. on tbe 
bal~ony at th~ Lorraine Motel.) · 
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Date _A_p;.:._r_i_l_l2 ____ , _19_68_~ 

MARRELL MCCULLOUGH, residing 270 Gaston, Apartment 6, 
Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 947-4265, who is employed as a · 
warehouseman by the Summerall Electric Company, 345 S. · Parkway, 
Memphis, telephone WE:8-4455, advised as follows: 

MCCULLOUGH is a native of the state of Missis$ippi 
and has lived in Memphis» Tennessee, since appro~imately F~bruary 
1967. He had been present at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 
s. Mulberry Street, l{emphis, from approximately 5:.55 p.m. until 
approximately 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 4, 1968 1 and was pres~ 
ent When Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. , Px·esident of the southern 
Christian Leadership conference (SCLC), was shot. 

He explained his presence as follows: 

MCCULLOUGH, who is a Negro, had been a sympathetic 
· supporter of the Memphis sanitation workers who had been on 
strike in Memphis beginning February 12, 1968. 

Beginning around the early part of March 1968, MC­
CULLOUGH, in bis spare time, has. engaged in various strike 
support activities sponsored by a group of Memphis Negro minis­
ters who have adopted the name Community on the Move for 
Equality (COME). He has worked with this group and other 
supporters in the Memphis community engaging in sympathy 
marches and other strike support activity which is primarily 
centered in the headquarters of the Minimum Salary Division 
of the AME Church 1 276 Hernando, Memphis, and at the Clayborn 
Temple Aiffl Church at 280 Hernando. 

Around March 18, 1968 9 the SCLC sent various of its 
staff to Memphis to assist the COME group in strike support 
activity, and in fact, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. made a publtc 
speech in behalf of the sanitation workers at Mason temple on 
the night of March 18i 1968. Dr. KING returned to Memphis on 
the morning of March 28, 1968, to lead a mass downtown Memphi$ 
strike support march, and after a major disturbance occurreQ in 
the Beale Street area of Memphis resulting in considerable 
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• 
property damage by some of the marchers, the SCLC staff le'ft 
various of its members in Memphis to further organiz~ the 
strike support activity. Shortly after March 28, 1968, Mr. 
MC CULLOUGH became acquainted with two members of Dr. KING''s 
staff; namely, Revo JAMBS ORANGE, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, of Birmingham, Alabama, and Chicago, · 
Illinois, and he has worked with them on various projects since 
that time. 

on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, MCCULLOUGH, who 
has a blue 1967 Volkswagen, 1600 series, fastback, drove to 
the Lorraine Motel accompanied in his car by Rev. JAMES ORA.NGE 
and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, and he fixed their arrival at the motel 
in the car at about 5:55 p.m. He parked his Volkswagen in the 
motel parking lot which would be on the east side of Mulberry 
and just south of the old hotel portion of the Lorraine Hotel 
and Motel. His car had been followed by a white Pontiac Tem­
pest, exact model number not recalled, driven by CLARA ESTER, 
a student at LeMoyne College and who he understands resides at 
396 Laclede, Memphis, and another young lady, MARY HUNT, who 
lives on Baltimore street in the Orange Mound area of Memphis 
and who he believes attends Memphis state University. These 
young ladies had also been working in some of the strike support 
activity sponsor,ed by COME, and they had been with BEVEL, ORANGE 
and MC CULLOUGH at the Clayborn Temple prior to coming t<!i the 
Lorraine Motel. 

They parked their car behind the Volkswagen, a.nd at 
that point, BEVEL, ORANGE and MCCULLOUGH and HUNT and ESTER 
got out of their cars and stood around the parking lot area. 
MCCULLOUGH recalled seeing numerous other people on the north 
end of the parking lot area which is directly in front of the 
new motel portion of the Lorraine and' recalled seeing a Negro 
singing group managed by JAMES BEVEL known as the "Bread Basket 
Group.n He did not know any of their specific ider.itities. · 

MC Cl)LLOUGH was first aware of the presence in' the. 
vicinity of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.JR. When he got out of his 
car and observed Dr. KING standing on the second floor bal-cony 
of the motel almost directly in front of Room 306, which had 
been Dr. KlNGis room during his recent visit to Memphis. Dr. 
KING was leaning over the rail.which runs in front of an oQt­
side walkway running the length of the second floor motel 
portion 1 and MCCULLOUGH noticed no one else on the balcony 
with him at the time. 
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At this point, which would protfably have been close 
to 6:00 p.m., either shortly before or shortly thereatter, Mr. 
MC CULLOVGH walked back toward the car driv~i by CLARA ESTER 
and Rev. BEVEL and Rev. ORANGE walked north'on the parking lot 
toward the group of people who were standing there. 

Suddenly, , MC CULLOUGH heard an explosive sound and 
reca.lled that he was standing_ and facing north when he :first 
heard.it. He was standing soUth of the position occupied by 
Dr. KING and noted that the rail on which Dr. KING had been 
leaning runs north and south~ and that KING would have been 
facing Mulberry Street, or t,01 the west with his back facing 
the ·doorway of the motel and to the east. MCCULLOUGH was 
unable to adequately describe the sound other than it was 
rather loud and had a seeming echo to it. He has served in 
the v. s. Army and would offer·an opinion based on bis Army 
experience and limited knowledge of firearms that the noise 
which he heard was .a gunshot sound. 

, Immed ia te:ly therea fte:r, someone in. rhhe crowd, identity 
not .:recalled.,1by MC Ct.JLLOUGH stated in essence,· • "Dr:•' KING· ha,s been · 

·. shot • " MC. ClJLLOUGH pointed out that he had been facing north · 
when he .. heard: the sound, and upron hearing the person say some­
thing to· the effect that Dr. KING had been shot, he looked eas­
terly and upward toward the rail where Dr. KING ·bad been standing 
and observed Dr. KING falling ,i)aickward in a southeasterly direc­
tion. It appeared as though Dr. KING may have been gr:j.sping 
with one of his hands for his throat area, although MCCULLOUGH 
could not be posit~ve as to the physical movement, if any, of 
Dr. KING'S hands. Almost immediately, .:MC CULLOUGH turned his 
head in a westerly direction looking across Mulberry street, 
which runs north and .south, and saw no c:m,e·'either on the g:rpund 

\·: or in any of the buildings which face east toward the Lorraine 
Hotel and Motel. He saw no one in the area in the vicinity of 
the motel with a gun or a weapon of any sort. 

He saw no one running from the area in any direction. ;;,,:· 

A few seconds later, he recalled seeing a group of 
what he felt werir··Memphis Fire Department employees running 
from the rear entrance of the fire station which faces Main 
Stretft and 'Wh~se.,rear entranGe faces Mulberry st.reet and ,wh:ic:h_ ., · · · 
is :J.ocated just south of the motel, noting that these firemen' 
seemed to be running toward the vicinity of the motel. 
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When MCCULLOUGH looked upward again at the point 
where Dr. KING had fallen 9 be was first conscious of seeing 
Rev. JESSE JACKSON!) an SCLC staff member from Chicago, looking 
out a doorway of a motel room just south of the. room previously 
occupied by Dr. KING. JACKSON would have been looking in a 
westerly or actually a northwes~]¥direction, because he was 
looking toward KING's prone body., 

Almost instinctively 1 MC CULLOUGB ran up the outdoor 
iron and cement stairway which leads to the balcony from the 
ground level and which is located about two or three motel doors 
south of where KING's body rested. He turned north on the bal­
cony uj;fon reaching the second floor leve 1 9 running toward Dr. 
KING'sbody$and noticed that Dr. KING was lying prone in a 
crosswise position with his head 'pointing iri a southeasterly 
direction and his feet pointing in a northwesterly direction, 
his feet being located adjacent to the protective railing. 

Mr. MCCULLOUGH was the first person to reach the 
body of Dr. KING 1 and he kne~t down to Gr. K-lNG's prone body,. 
Almost simultaneouslyj one o:f the Negroes at the motel, iden­
tity not recalledr handed MCCULLOUGH a towel which MCCULLOUGH 
used to apply pressure to the wounded area of Dr. KING's body, 
which he recalled was on tbe right side of his face in the 
immediate area of his cheekbone and running down into his upper 
neck area .. The wound was recalled by him to be a large wound, 
not unlike a tear. The flesh on Dr. KING's face on the right 
side thereof appeared to be torn backward toward the rear of 
bis head areap and the wound appeared to start around the 
middle of his cheekbone and continue downward into hi~. upper 
neck area. He also recalled seeing splotches of bloqd 1 possibly 
pinhead in size, in the immediate vicinity of the large wounded 
area, and his first impression was that these may have been 
minute pellet woundsj although he now feels that they were 
probably mere blood splotches or spots. 

MC CULLOUGH attempted to apply pre,ssure to the wound 
in an effort to stop the bleeding~ as the bleeding was quite 
profuse at this time, a.nd as he knelt•down and observed Dr. 
KINGts body in its prone position with his back facing the 
concrete floor and the front side of his body facing upward, 
the wound would have had to have been caused by a bullet or 
projectile coming toward Dr. KING from a northwesterly direc­
tion since it entered the right side of his face and since KING 
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was last recalled being seen by him looking directly west as 
he stood against the hand rail. It was his definite impres.­
sion at the timep and he still holds to this impression, that 
the shot would have come from orie of the buildings to the' 
northwest. There is~ series of old buildings located just 
west of the motel whose fronts would face on s. Main street, 
which is the next north-south street west of Mulberry. · 

From the second story position of Dr. K.ING when he 
was shot, coupled with the position of the wound beginning 
around his cheekbone area '1:nd dropping down toward his neck 
area, he believes the shot' in all probab\lity would have come 
from one of these buildings at an elevated level rather than 
from the ground area surrounding the buildings. 

MCCULLOUGH also recalled that as he applied the 
pressure around Dr. KING's cheekbone and upper neck area with 
tbe towel, he was aware·of an unusual odor whi~h was similar 
to the odor which one smells when a firecracker is exploded. 

Shortly thereafter» he was conscious of the fact that 
CLARA ESTER and MARY HUNT had come up onto the balcony and were 

. standing neal: him~ By this time 1 there was no doubt in MC CUL­
LOOGB 's mind that Dr; KING was dead. There was no movement in 
his body, and his eyes were immobile and h~'bbelieves they were 
open, al-though he could not be certain of tb:is. He estimated 
he applied the pressure for one to two minutes, ~nd by this 
time, a number of Negroes had gathered around the body, and be 
recalled seeing Rev. RALPH B. ABERNATHYP Dr. KING's chief aide. 
ABERNATHY knelt down and bega1' applying pressure with the towel 
which had originally been held by MCCULLOUGH. 

At this point, Rev. ABERNATHY relieved MCCULLOUGH, as 
MCCULLOUGH noted that WRA ESTER and MARY HUNT_were crying and 
appeared to.be shaken considerably at the sight of Dr. KING's 
body. He. was a_fraid they would become hysterical and he there­
after walked with them away from the area. They walked down the 
outside motel stairs to the south of. Dr. KING 9s body onto· the 
parking ·1ot area. and stood a.round. ' 
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BY this time~ it .would probably have been a few 

minutes after 6:00 pom~ 9 and he observed a large number of 
members of the Memphis Police Department and possibly the 
Shelby county Sheriff's Office in the immediate area. one 
of the officers~·identity not recalled 9 asked all of the 
people in the immediate/'area to remain and not leave. 

He estimated that he stood around the parking lot 
area in the immediate hotel and motel area until close to 8:0Q 
pom. and when no one had asked him specifically not to leave 
he left and returned to the Clayborn Temple. 

He had been to the motel on Wednesday, April 3, 1968, 
with some of the SCLC people and representatives of the COME 
group, and at no time while around the Lorraine Motel did he 
recall seeing any individuals be could consider to be suspic­
ious or who may have given the impression they were observing 
the area other than the fact that he had from time to time 
seen law enforcement officers in the area. He was unable to 
pinpoint the exact times when he had seen this. 

MCCULLOUGH concluded that he knew of no suspects 
and had not recalled having heard any of bis associates men­
tion any suspects or any suspicious persons who may have been 
frequenting the area of the motel during the day or two prior 
to Dr~ KlNG's death. 
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