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RE: JAMES EARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -
VICTIM

born La““ﬁﬁlb‘P‘a“‘J at Birmingham, Alabama, then
resided at aden Place, Jefferson County,
Alabama, and maintained an office at 2154 Highland
Avenue South, Birmingham,

On April 6, 1968, John McFerren, Somerville,
Tennessee, furnished the following information:

on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, McFerren
traveled from Somerville, Tennessee, to Memphis, Tennessee,
to pick up supplies for his grocery store. While in
Memphis he went to the place where he normally bought his
produce which he said was possibly the L L & L Produce
Market, 814 Scott Street. According to McFerren, this
business was operated by a heavy set white man; who
weighed approximately 300 pounds, who appeared to be
possibly of Puerto Rican extraction, After McFerren
arrived at this company he walked up to the door of the
office and noticed that the heavy set man was sitting
at his desk with his back to the door and talking on the
telephone, McFerren stated he heard this heavy set man
say "kill the S.0.B, on the balcony and get the job done,
You will get your $5,000,"

McFerren reported that he went back to the
rear portion of this office and shortly thereafter heard
the telephone ring. The phone was answered by a white
man, thin in build, who had a scar on his right cheek,
McFerren could not hear what this man said when he
answered the phone, but after answering the phone, he
handed it to the heavy set man., McFerren heard the heavy
set man say "Don't come out here, GO to New Orleans and
get your money. You know my brother."

McFerren reported that approximately a week
prior to April 4, 1968, he was at the LL L, & L Produce
Market, at which time the heavy set man, the man with
the scar, and approximately three other white males were
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in a group talking, He heard the heavy set man say

at this time, '"they ought to shoot the S.0.,B," Immediately
after making this statement, the heavy set man walked

over to McFerren and said ''what do you think about King

and his mess?'" McFerren reported that he told the heavy
set man that he tended to his own business.

On April 19, 1968, Frank Camilla Liberto,
who resided at 3271 Powers Street, Memphis, Tennessee,
and was employed as President of L L & L Produce Company,
814 Scott Street, Memphis, furnished the following
information:

To the best of his knowledge, he was at his
place of business on April 4, 1968, Liberto emphatically
denied having any knowledge of the identity of the person
responsible for the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
on April 4, 1968, He emphatically denied ever discussing
with anyone the possibility of shooting King, although
he admitted he had made the usual derogatory remarks
about King's actions in Memphis, Tennessee, and also
made remarks about the fact King was partly responsible
for the curfew imposed on the city of Memphis resulting
in loss of revenue by his business establishment in the
Memphis area. He acknowledged he may have made statements
to the effect that King should be killed, although he
does not recall any specific statements made by him to
this effect, He stated that due to the curfew, he
suffered approximately $40,000 in loss sales at the produce
company,

Liberto stated he frequently made trips to
New Orleans, Louisiana, to purchase produce, and also
because members of his family resided in the New Orleans
area, Most of his co-workers, employees, and customers
at the produce company, knew of his travels to New Orleans,
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Liberto specifically denied making or receiving
any telephone calls on April 4, 1968, wherein there was
conversation regarding Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., or
the shooting of Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr, He pointed
out that most of his business transactions are made
through use of the telephone and that these conversations
. frequently result in talking about large sums of money.
He stated that he would have no reason for becoming
involved in any action directed at Dr, Martin Luther
King, Jr, He stated he frequently taunted various
individuals regarding racial matters and may have made
disparaging remarks to some of his customers involving
King, but did not consider this uncommon among various
co-workers at his place of business,

Liberto advised that the following members of
his family reside in New Orleans, Louisiana:

1 -~ Emily Liberto, mother, 2219 Altomaster
Street;

2 - Tony Liberto, brother, residing two houses
down from his mother, specific address not
known; ‘

3 - Vincent Liberto, brother, who worked for the
Viking Truck Company, New Orleans;

4 - Salvadore Liberto, brother, who worked as
a truck driver for West Brothers in New
Orleans.

The following description of Liberto was
obtained through observation and interview:
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Race White
Sex Male
Date of Birth \
Place of Birth Memphis,Tennessee
Height 5'10-11"

Veight 285 pounds

Eyes Grayish blue
Hair Brown

On April 4, 1968, Reverend Ralph David
Abernathy, 690 LaVerne Drive, Northwest, Atlanta, Georgia,
was interviewed at the Memphis Police Department, Memphis,
Tennessee, and furnished the following information:

Reverend Abernathy described himself as Vice
President at large and Treasurer of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. He stated he was Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr,.'s closest associate and that he and Dr, King
always shared a rocom whenever they traveled together.

At about 10:30 a.,m, on April 3, 1968, Reverend
Abernathy and Dr, King registered at the Lorraine Motel,
Memphis, Tennessee, On April 4, 1968, he and Dr, King
did not leave the motel and spent most of the day at their
room, number 306, which was located on the second floor
of the motel, Reverend Abernathy and Dr. King had been
away from their room for approximately one hour or less
when they returned to the room at 5:30 p.m, They dressed
because they were going to dinner at the home of Reverend
Billy Kyle and at almost exactly 6:00 p,m,, started to
leave the room, Reverend Abernathy stopped for a moment
and Dr. Xing walked out onto the balcony just outside the
door to their room, Reverend Abernathy stated he heard
what sounded like a firecracker and heard the screams of
persons to whom Dr, King had been talking. Reverend
Abernathy went to the balcony and observed Dr. King lying
there wounded in the right side of the face and neck, He
instructed someone to call an ambulance and accompanied
Dr, King in the ambulance to the hospital where Dr. King
died,
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Reverend Abernathy reported that while he and
Dr. King were in the motel room, Dr. King did not, to
his knowledge, receive any telephone calls of a threatening
nature or calls from persons who would not identify them-
selves., He said Dr., King had not feared that any particular
persons might harm him and Reverend Abernathy was unable
to suggest any suspects or to provide any other information
which might assist in identifying Dr, King's killer,

On April 11, 1968, Miss Anna Christine Kelly,
Manager, Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis,
Tennessee, furnished the following information from
records maintained by the Rebel Motor Hotel:

On April 3, 1968, Eric S, Galt, 2608 Highland
Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered in room 34 and
departed on April 4, 1968, He stated on his registration
card that he was driving a Mustang bearing Alabama license
plate 1-38963. Miss Kelly stated that she could not
remember Eric S, Galt,

On April 5, 1968, Mrs, Bessie Brewer, 4223
South Main Street, Apartment 2, Memphis, Tennessee,
furnished the following information:

She was the manager of the boarding house at
4223 South Main Street, Memphis. On Thursday, April 4,
1968, between 3:00 and 3:30 p.m,, a white male individual
knocked on the door of her apartment which also served
as the office, and he inquired about renting a room. She
subsequently rented him Apartment 5-B, which rented for
$8.50 per week, paid in advance. The individual identified
himself as John Willard and paid her with a $20 bill he took
from his right front pants pocket and also gave her fifty
cents in coin., She described John Willard as a white male,
30 to 35 years of age, six feet, weighing approximately
190 pounds,
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On April 5, 1968, Charlie Quitman Stephens,
Room 6-B, 4223 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee,
furnished the following information:

In the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, he and
'his wife were in their room at 422} South Main Street,
Memphis, He heard what he is certain was a shot, and
was certain that the shot he heard came from the bathroom
located a few feet from where he was sitting. He had no
way of knowing, but estimated it was some time between
5:00 and 6:00 p,m, Upon hearing this shot, he walked
out of the bathroom, through his living-bedroom, and
opened the door leading to the hallway and observed a
man running west down this hallway, and this man was
carrying a large bundle of some kind, The man continued
to run to the end of the hallway, turned left and
apparently thereafter ran down the stairway onto the
street, although he could not actually see the man going
down the stairway. It immediately occurred to Mr,
Stephens that this was the same man he had observed earlier
in the afternoon,; possibly around mid afternoon, standing
at the door to Room 5-B, which was located immediately
west of Mr. Stephens' living-bedroom, He stated that
around mid afternoon he had seen the man with Mrs. Brewer
standing in the hallway at the entrance to Room 5-«B
looking into the room, He assumed that this was some new
guest looking for a room, He later heard someone
in Room 5-B and assumed that the man he observed with
Mrs, Brewer had rented the room next door., He recalled
that on several different occasions he heard footsteps
in this room and also heard a person leaving the room
and walking past his, Mr., Stephens, room, and entering
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a common bathroom at the end of the hall, He was aware
that the person who went from room 5-B to the bathroom
remained in the bathroom for a considerable period of
time.

On April 24, 1968, photographs of James Earl
Ray taken in 1955, 1960 and 1966 and of the bedspread
recovered at Memphis on April 4, 1968, were shown to
Charlie Quitman Stephens., Stephens said the 1955 and
1960 photographs of Ray were not familiar to him, but v//
that the 1966 profile photograph of Ray appearing in
wanted flier 442-1, dated April 19, 1968, and identification
order 4182, dated April 20, 1968, looked like the man he
saw in Apartment 5~B on April 4, 1968, talking to Mrs,
Bessie Brewer, He said he had never seen the bedspread
or any similar bedspread at the boarding house or
anywhere else,

Mr, Bernell Finley, 1468 Kyle, Memphis, Tennessee,
furnished the following information on April 5, 1968:

At approximately 5:20 p.m, on April 4, 1968,
he and an acquaintance of his drove to the Canipe
Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street, Memphis,
Around 6:00 p.m. Mr, Finley heard a noise that sounded
like a shot, Shortly thereafter and certainly within
a matter of just a minute or so, he heard a second noise
near the front door of the Canipe Store, He and others
immediately looked to the front door where they saw a
box, package or bundle lying immediately in front of the
store. He also observed a man walking rapidly south on
the sidewalk on the east side of Main Street, and it was
obvious that this was the person who had dropped or thrown
the package in front of the store. Minutes later, Mr,
Finley heard the ''screech' of tires and looked up and saw
a white Mustang speeding north on Main Street past
Canipe Store, He explained that there was a car parked
in front of the store and he did not get a full view of
the car which had sped away, but he did see the rear portion
of the roof line, as well as the trunk, and there is no
question in his mind that this was a white car and there
was no question in his mind that the car was a white Mustang,

i

N
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At the time Mr. Finley did not associate the speeding
white Mustang with the man who had dropped the box or
package in front of the Canipe Store, but after he had
learned what had occurred and reflecting on the matter,
he is of the opinion that the man who dropped the package
and walked south on the sidewalk past the store was
possibly the man who got into the white Mustang and

‘sped away from the area.

On April 5, 1968, Mr. Julius L. Graham,
Apartment 5, 805 North Fifth Street, Memphis, Tennessee,
advised that he accompanied Mr, Bernell Finley to the
Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street, Memphis,
arriving there about 5:30 p,m, on April 4, 1968, He
recalled that as they were looking for a parking space
he observed two white cars parked in the vicinity of the
Canipe Store, one of which was definitely a white Mustang,
He later heard tires screech in the vicinity of the
store and cobserved a white Mustang speed north on Main
Street, He is positive that the car he observed speeding
away from the area was a white Mustang and there was no
question in his mind that it was the same white Mustang
he had observed earlier when he and Mr, Finley arrived
in the vicinity of the store.

In April, 1968, records of Jefferson County
Department of Revenue, Birmingham, Alabama revealed 1968
Alabama license plate 1-38993 was issued to Eric S, Galt,
2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, for a 1966 Ford Mustang,

On April 11, 1968, a white Ford Mustang,
subsequently determined to be a 1966 model, was observed
in parking area nine of Capitol Homes, Atlanta, Georgia,
This automobile bore 1968 Alabama license plate 1-38993,
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DIRECTOR, FBI
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-~1740) (RUC)

¢ MURKIN
CR
00: MEMPHIS

Re Birmingham airtel dated 3/3/77.
The tollowing is for information:

The former Birmingham PCI of referenced
communication was in telephonic contact with Birmingham
on 3/21/77 and furnished the following information:

He continues to conduct his own inquiries
regarding captioned matter and the FRANK LIBERTO previously
mentioned by him, currently resides in Memphis, Tennessee,
at an unknown address. At the time of the King murder,
FRANK LIBERTO had an office in Memphis and is believed to
still have the office at 327 South Main Street, Memphis,
in the back of a whiskey store which he owns. He has
additional businesses in Memphis, identity unknown to
source.

Mr. EDDIE EVANS of the House of Representatives
Committee {(referenced airtel) first met personally with
source on March 10 or 11, 1277, in Birmingham and is in
touch with source on & daily basis. EVANS went to the
Birmingham Police Department after he talked to source and
obtained some records at that institution where he was

;zéaf;f/’;7 ¢f19L“ﬁ-2L%fé§

‘ SEAR.
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apparently in touch with Captain LEGRAND. EVANS told source
"that he had been riding around with the Birmingham Police and
source complained to.EVANS in this regard and expressed
concern to EVANS that source's identity would be compromised.
In the week of March 14, 1977, source saw and heard
CaptainIEGRAND on a local television station making a press
release regarding this matter.

Source was contacted in the week of March 14, 1977,
by Birmingham newspaper reporters, believed to be FNU BRAY
and FNU KILPATRICK, and he told them to "go to hell" and he
denied any knowledge of this matter or being a source of
information. ' ‘

Source advised further that Dr. GUS JOSEPH PROSCH,
JR. (BH airtel 12/15/76) and FRANK LIBERTO were very big
in the drug traffic in the Southeast and he has been and
continues to furnish such information toIEA, Birminghanm.
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BY HAROLD KENNEDY | found-pasked in a

News staff writer

Birmingham’s volumi-
nous file on James Earl
Ray—probably the most
complete file anywhere
on Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s convicted
assassin— was turned
over to the U.S. House Se-
lect Committee on Assas-
sinations by the city’s Po-
" lice Department last
week. .

The file was put togeth-
er over a period of about a
year by then-Sgt. Jack
LeGrand, now a captain
with the Birmingham Po-
lice Department, sources
said., St

LeGrand and Sgt..C.R.
Jones traced Ray’s move-
ments from a time well
before he came to Bir-
mingham prior to the
King sheoting to a time
after the civil rights lead-
er was slain.

. The Birmingham files
include information on
when Ray came to Bir-
mingham, where and how
long he stayed, .his ac-
quaintances, his move-
ments in and out of the
city (including a trip to

- California), and his possi-

ble connection: with a
right-wing group head-
quartered in West End.
The files contain such
detailed information as
where and how much Ray
paid for the gun bought in
Birmingham and used to
gun down Dr. King,
where and how much he’

paid for 3 car thatxas .

i ta housing project park-
| ing lot several days after
' King's death.
. |
. Two top agents of the
| Select Committee spent
| two days in Birmimgham
(Thursday and Friday)
last week acquiring the
files, which ‘contained,
_information on eight dif-|
ferent people, Capt. LeG-
rand said Wednesday.
Two of the people, he
said, are Canadians and
six-bave-lived orwtilllive

staongeovidence he-wes—=

still in Birmingham as
late as two weeks prior to
Dr.King’s death. .

Dr. King flew into Bir-
mimgham  about that
time, for one of a series of
speeches he was making
throughout the South to
work up support for his
planned  Washington
march. He made his talk
ata Bessemer church.

“He was kept under
close surveillance by the
Birmingham Police De-
pastment from the tims

i BTN ham. HeWOUTt e _rrme  1gmded—at

not reléase any of the |

e it
Municipal Airport until

names, but said they all | . 1ot the next day to as-
~are connected with the (.o that nothing hap-

| Ray investigation. |
‘““This information was

provided and any other

! information they request

i at future dates will be

| provided by this depart-
ment,” LeGrand said.

pened to him while here,”™

said Maurice H. House,

retired Birmingham pe-
lice captain who headed
the detective division dur-'i
ing LeGrand and Jones"
investigation of Ray’s:

There was some indica- | girmingham movements.
tion that LeGrand may | «pn4 after Dr. King was:
later be summoned be- o4 LeGrand did about
fore the Select Committee =, cox;\plete an investiga-
to give personal testi- 5 as possible on Ray.
oy, though no such ke-.. Falinthe files s
quest bas.yet beenagads | - T
according to sources. b

Ray lived in Birmimg-
ham for some time prior
to King’'s assassination, -
using mainly the name |
Eric Starve Galt. But he
used a half dozen or more
 other aliases, too. ‘

During most of his stay )

here, he lived in a High-
land Avenue boarding '
house. )

Ray also took and pass-
ed a drivers license test
while in Birmingham, the

files-skow, and thers-ie
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By Carl West and Tim Wyngard

- Scripps-Howard News Service
. LOUISVILLE, Ky. — An ex-police-
man claims that local and federal law
officers tried to blackmail him into

assassinating Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.in 1965. '

Clifton E. Baird, 50, a former mem-

ber of the Louisville Police Depart-

ment, has told the House Assassination
Committee that fellow Louisville police
officers and FBI agents stationed here
offered him $500,000 to kill King.

' Sources close to the assassination
committee said Baird claims that at the
time of the alleged conspiracy his po-
lice superiors thought he was involved
in a dynamite ring operation in Western
Kentucky and therefore would have to
take part in the plot to kill King or face
implication in the bombing case.

[

Baird, the sources said, has written
the committee that he was at the time
under ‘“‘intense investigation” by the
FBI and police officials in his home
town of Owensboro, Ky., about 100
miles southwest of here. Ultimately,
however, he was not implicated in the
bombing conspiracy despite his claim-
ed refusal to take part in the alleged
plot against King.

The sources close to the committee -

| said that Baird’s claims of attempted
 blackmail would explain why a veter-
t an, but low-ranking policeman would

have been approached by the alleged -
King conspirators. Questions about
Baird’s possible motive for being in-
volved in a plot against King were a

“stumbling block for early investigators |

§

checking his claims. ‘

House assassination committee '
members are using Baird’s charges to :
win support for continuing their contro- '

é

(Mount Clipping .iri Spoce Below)

..

connection between the al-
leged 1965 plot and the 1968 Memphis
murder — except for past claims that
the FBI somehow was involved in
King’s death, or in covering up details
of the 1968 slaying.

But backers of the House investiga-
tion into the murders of King and Presi-
dent Kennedy have used Baird’s allega-
tions — contained in a secret letter sent

-to Rep. M. Gene Snyder, R-Ky. — and
the tape to turn around House leaders
and win their support for continuation
of the committee. :

The committee, mired in staff and
personality conflicts, had accomplished
little until Baird approached it with his
charges several weeks ago.

Stunned at a request for a $13 million
budget for a two year probe, House
leaders were preparing to kill the com-
mitteeatsthe end of this menthaBut

'assassipation committee leaders se-

'cretly briefed House Speaker Thomas

'P. O’Neill, D-Mass., on Baird’s allega-

'tions, and O’Neill has called for contin- '

j uing the investigation for one year on a

$2.7million budget. .

The House is scheduled to vote on
that Wednesday. :

Veteran Louisville policemen say
they are “‘stunned and puzzled’’ by
Baird’s charges and categorically deny
them. Similar denials have been made
by FBI agents assigned to Louisville in

the mid-1960s. One senior police officer - - .

branded Baird’s allegations as a ‘‘fig-

i mentof his imagination.”

Federal and local lawmen have
checked Baird’s background and pri- -
vately describe him as “‘stable” and
“credible.” “He was.a solid cop,” said .
afederslavurce. Niinllaiiads

versiak-study. At this point theneis-aos
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3/30/77
AIRMAIL ~ REGISTERED

DIRRCTOR, PBI (44-38861)
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)
MURKIN

CR

00: MEMPHIS

ReBHairtel, 3/21/77.

On 3/30/77, Major EMMETT DIXON, Alabama Highway
Patrol (AHP), Montgomery, Alabama, advised that an AHP trooper
had an informant who had been in contact with a MORRIS DAVIS,
Birmingham, Alabama. DAVIS related information to the informant
concerning a conspiracy to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING which
involved FRANK LIBERTO and DR. GUS PROSCH. DAVIS indicated
to the trooper's informant that the information had been related
to the FBI, but apparently no action wvas taken.

Hajor DIXON was advised that the mmingm Office had
bean in contact with MORRIS DAVIS on several occasions, had taken
all information in the pomsession of DAVIS, and had furnished
this information to ¥BIHQ and interested offices. DIXON was
advised that Birmingham is positive that the FBIHQ had furnished
DAVIS' information to interested congressional committees, as
DAVIS had stated that a representative of the House of ‘
Representatives Committee had been in contact with him.

: The above is set forth for informatiorn of FPBIHQ and
Ncbile. As Birmingham has had numercus contacts with DAVIS,

he will not be contacted at this time; however, Birmingham will
continue to disseminate any pextinant information volunteered
by DAVIS

Bureay _
Hobiﬁ (%fogjsﬂ (”nf y | /Qﬁ
Memphis - info ' AvE
Hev Orleans (Info) o _ %7@ 7 b4y
_ 7 7/
e .;2,7;2347
SEI-\f:. inDEpel

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SUPV. A, LEWIS BARNETT
MURKIN

REBUCAL to Birmingham, 5/18/77.

FBIHQ Supervisor HAL HELTERHOFF, Extension 3685,
advised that the House Assassination Committee (HAC) had
requested information in Bufies regarding several individuals
including MORRIS DAVIS.

HELTERHOFF noted that DAVIS had furnished information
concerning an alleged plot to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, and
this information had been made available to the HAC without
identifying DAVIS as the source.

Inasmuch as the HAC has apparently been in touch
with DAVIS through a Mr. EVANS, HELTERHOFF desires that DAVIS
be contacted to clarify his present desires. DAVIS should be
asked if he can be identified to the HAC as the source of
information previously furnished regarding LIBERTO, et al.

HELTERHOFF advised DAVIS' desires will be honored;
however, it would simplify matters greatly if DAVIS is willing
for his identity to be divulged.

After contact with DAVIS, HELTERHOFF should be
telephonically advised of DAVIS' desires followed by a brief
confirming teletype.

S/F-rP 2y
23" ¢y
”/,u,z'-7 /—-O'ML “
575/ 2.

31— BIRMINGIRAT,

INegnh

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) . . 5/18/77
SUPV. A. LEWIS BARNETT
MURKIN

REBUCAL to Blrmlngham, 5/18/77.

FBIHQ SuperVLSor HAL HELTERHOFF, Exten31on 3685,
advised that the House Assassination Committee (HAC) had
requested information in Bufies regardlng several 1nd1v1duals
including MORRIS. DAVIS. .

HELTERHOFF noted that DAVIS had furnished lnformatlon A

concerning an alleged plot to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, and
“this information had been made avallable to the HAC w1thout
identifying DAVIS as the source.' .

_ Inasmuch as the HAC has apparently been in touch
with DAVIS through a Mr. EVANS, HELTERHOFF desires that DAVIS
be contacted to clarify his present desires. DAVIS should be
asked if he can be identified to the HAC as the source of
1nformat10n prev1ously furnished regardlng LIBERTO, et al.

HELTERHOFF advised DAVIS' deSLres will be honored-
however, it would simplify matters greatly if DAVIS lS w1lllng
for his identity to be dlvulged.

: After contact ‘with DAVIS HELTERHOFF should be
telephonlcally advised of DAVIS' desxres followed by a brief
conflrmlng teletype. _

y/a BIRM)NCHH/ g
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . : .

FBI
Date: 5/31/77

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

I I

(Priority)

FM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (RUC)
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY
BT
CLEAR
MURKIN

REBUCAL TO BIRMINGHAM MAY 18, 1977, REQUESTING CONTACT
WITH FORMER BH 1079-PCI, TO DETERMINE IF HE CAN BE IDENTIFIED
TO THE HOUSE ASSASSINATION COMMITTEE (HAC) AS THE SOURCE OF
INFORMATION REGARDING LIBERTO, ET AL.

SOURCE WAS UNAVAILABLE FOR CONTACT MAY 18-30, 1977. ON
MAY 31, 1977, HE ADVISED SA PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN THAT HE CAN
BE IDENTIFIED TO THE HAC AS THE SOURCE OF THE INFORMATION HE
FURNISHED. HE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION GRATUITOUSLY:

HE ‘IS DISENCHANTED WITH THE HAC AND BELIEVES IT IS TOO
POLITICAL. HE HAS NOT TALKED TO THEM (MR. EDDIE EVANS) IN
ABOUT THREE WEEKS. EVANS DESIRES SOURCE TO BE IN TOUCH TELE-
PHONICALLY AT LEAST TWICE A WEEK BUT IS NEVER AVAILABLE WHEN

SOURCE PUTS HIMSELF OUT TO MAKE THESE CONTACTS.
1 - ¥ B 4-1987) (AM) Y. ] D -
-~ New.Orleans ‘/%//) w - "2! <
- Birmingham _ ‘,,‘;;;;.' o
JM:d ' : g
(3) &ﬁ:’ ,,:—f“

i ~ |
Approved: : 4%/ M T
IN' TICE : 1969 O - 346-090 (11)

7
Special Agent in Charge

% U, S. GOVERNMENT PRI
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AFD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO BH 44-1740

SOURCE DISAPPROVES OF ALL THE TV PUBLICITY THE HAC RECEIVED
IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, AND MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, A FEW WEEKS
AGO, AND AGAIN BELIEVES THEY ARE "TOO POLITICAL."

THROUGH THE HAC, HE HAS MET MARK LANE. SOURCE HAS NO
USE FOR LANE AND ARGUED WITH HIM ON THE OCCASION WHEN THEY
MET.

SOURCE HAS CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION HIMSELF IN MEMPHIS,
TENNESSEE, RECENTLY. JAMES EARL RAY LEFT BIRMINGHAM MARCH 30,
1968, AND WENT DIRECTLY TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON MARCH 30, 1968.
HE STAYED.AT MRS. DEATON'S ROOMING HOUSE ON PEABODY STREET IN
MEMPHIS, AND SOURCE INTERVIEWED HER APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS
AGO.

SOURCE DEVELOPED A "LIBERTO MANX" WHO SHOWED SOURCE THE
ABOVE ROOMING HOUSE. SOURCE HAS NOT FURNISHED THIS INFORMATION
REGARDING THE DEATON ROOMING HOUSE TO HAC SINCE THEY HAVE
NOT BEEN.IN RECENT CONTACT WITH HIM.

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY THIS SOURCE IN THE FUTURE WILL
BE RECORDED AT BIRMINGHAM AND FORWARDED IF APPROPRIATE.

AIRMAIL COPIES BEING FURNISHED MEMPHIS AND NEW ORLEANS.

BT.

Approved: M Per
Special Agent in Charge

% U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1869 O - 346-090 (11)
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AIRTEL

TO:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

DOB
Alabama,

é

6/1/77

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44~1740) (RUC)

MURKIN

Re Birmingham teletype, 5/31/77.

Source referred to in retel i1s MORRIS DAVIS,
address ~ 2029 Valleydale Road, Birmingham,
244. _

2 ;- Bureau
/ - Birmingham

ALB:hss
(3)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Routing SI‘
FD-4 (Rev@L-73) Date "12/9/76

To: [X] Director

Att.: FOIA Section, R%%%E5439
RALPH HARP

Title _MURKINE

—1SAC
1 ASAC
7] Supv.
] Agent
SE

—%¢ RE:BU tel call, 12/7/76

—]CC

] Steno

] Clerk [ Rotor #:
ACTION DESIRED

"} Acknowledge [ 10pen Case

~ ] Assign Reassign [ ] Prepare lead cards

[_1Bring file (] Prepare tickler

"] Call me [ ] Return assignment card

—]Correct [ Return file

[1Deadline [ Search and return

[} Deadline passed []See me

[} Delinquent [ Serial # =

[ ] Discontinue [T1Post [JRecharge [ ]Retum

[] Expedite [ Send to

[ File 1 Submit new chcrge out

[ ] For information [ Submit report b oy

[ 1Handle } "Jé/(i;//yz E3

] Initial & return FEARCHPES 1872 2y

[ ] Leads need attention ]

["1Return with explanation or notation as to action takbggl

Enclosed are photographs of 3 differ-
ent artist sketches of suspect which were
located in 1A Section of BH 44-174

- Bureau (Enc.3)
- Birmingham L. R. KIRKPATRIC;7

B:crt SAC
(2) o .. BIRMINGHAM M

See reverse side Offi
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 t
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 9
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-17L49)(C) paTE: S/4/T7

: SC Mildred H. Gipson

SUBJECT:

MURKIN

on 8/3/77, at approximately 11:30 AM, Mr. F. M. BATTLE,
General Steel Tank Co., Birmingham, Ala., phone #595-0551,
telephonically contacted the Birmingham FBI Office. Mr.
BATTLE stated he is the father of DIANNE BATTLE (44-1740-1018)
whom the FBI interviewed regarding the MARTIN LUTHER KING
case.

Mr. BATTLE stated his daughter.  had been contacted by a
SHELIA JACKSON LEE and W. ISRAEL who were staying at the Hyatt
House in Birmingham. He advised these two individuals wanted
to interview DIANNE today at her place of employment, Birmingham
Water Works, at approximately 12:45 PM. He stated thse two
individuals were doing an investigation on the MARTIN LUTHER
EING-KENNEDY cases., Mr, BATTLE's call to the FBI was to know
if FBI had any knowledge of these two individuals. He said
they had informed DIANNE they were doing some type of congressinnal
investigation.

Mr. BATTLE was informed FBI Birmingham would have no
knowledge of a congressional committee being in Birmingham, but

- advised him to be sure they had proper identification.

advised

At approximately 3:30 PM, 8/3/77, Mr. BATTLE telephonically/
he had gone with DIANNE when she was interviewed by Ms. LEE, an -
attorney from DC, and Mr. ISRAEL, a former NY policeman. He
stated thse two individuals had identification and they were
on a Special Congressional Committee from DC. He said they ask
very simple cuestions regarding DIANNE's employemeht at BTNB
in connection with the MARTIN LUTHER KING murder. He said they
informed him the FBI would have no knowledge of their being in
Birmingham.

S -y .
Ll D DOS

{

SEARDHED )y, oo VVDENE i
SERIALIZED _ ¢ FIED Ul

ATAY S Y
qu{mRMWGHAMA ”

7& TN

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(44=1527 US4 )

N weT

NINTATOT  (44=3726])

4

Y

RINIINANAL P INCITY

NALLA®

JACKEDY

COMIPEISINNAL _INQUIY

A

ST — AL S N

L o -~

PHIS TELEFTYRTE

YEVAT AT DALLAS,

- rem
T TH

INTARNATIOY NF

1377, 3757 SATKEN ALY

R o

UIAET OF alzyeT

'

BPATES AUNIT W

1

L

TN AT T e
b B - : .

A T" MATIAN

PARKEDALT, INFATIED

LUTH™ XI¥3

PUTTATG FROY

TN XIR'S 97AT!D AT WISHED

T

S0 2URTAU ALK

977, HT

CATmR TN Y
TS

TS

)

IATITY

UnIiT, non

GUST

1

Ny ey AT
PTG

FAY A DALLAS, OF AUGUYT

ey ADVISTD

-
i

[

TECTINED 2 TTLTRIN YT CALLC

e
Lt

T MY

WILSOD, WA WAS FORVEPLY

T M 1T
[ ST a

9

R A bl

FAD MILLY)

=

su
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PAGT TWN (T 441977 SUR M) UM s EFTO

PAPKSALT AT THF MOLINAY IMYM, SULFFORT, MICT, ARTAMNGED

1

PMADT OFOT O WILGON AND COUPANIAN RV, NOEL OFAMNOM, FASTOR, T,
I7APTTHE avTAN cATHOLIN CHURS!H, DCTAN SRPNIN3S, MISS,, TO APPTAR

AT THT IMLINDAY INY, GULFPORT, (IG5, , AT &:37 PM O AUGUST 17,

1977, AT WHICH TINE THRY WERT To R CoONTACTED RBY SPFCIAL

ARTITR OF THE JAGKEON SICcE, wILant WAL cOMNTACTED SY SPTCIAL

AITHNTS AT THT JACKSON Q] e NOWEYTE, MDD NECLIN To DItcUse

A — R

IT9FnRMATION PReATDING THE AGSASSINATION 2F D=, MARTIN LUTHER g1

WITE THTH

2795 RUSKIN

AR S A

S1OAURUST 1o, 1977, UTRAEGH AYD OPAL iy
s PAPTLTTT, T7HY,, THT FORNMTR FATHEN=IN<LAW AND UOTHT?=IN-L AW

! il
FUSNISETD THR FopiouwIl e INFORIATION:

WILSOM AYY THEIR DAUGHT®D =TTV LoU, AGYF 47, WHOD

A J rY
AR UL,

FRUINFS WITH HER BRTaENT O RUSHEAND { 33

RURLFSON, TRYAS, WTRT MARRIWD I THE 1940"C AD IHT MARRIAGE
MAT TERMINATTY DY NIVOTRCE I4 ABOUT 1972 OR 1973, THE WILSONS
2 CHILARTH, DEEODAH ANN, AGT 23, WHO Hoy

RUSRAND CHARLI® JO9we IN BRELLTVITW, TLL

NAT YR N

g RTTUENSOAGE 26, AND MARK ANTHOM
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PAGF THPTS (7 44=1907 SUR M) UNCLAS F F T 0

MHOY DTSINT I BURLTAON, TFXAS, SPTCIFIC ADDRFSSES

WMILSAN HAS 087 PROTHID AL WILTNYT, WHD RESIDFS

A B STSTERT, LYDA G GAHA; WHO RTEINTe I |

AND CHRIGTINT WILSDY, HARRIED MAMT NOT XHOWM, WHO EFSIUES I
FULTOM, MIGS, HIS PAREYTS ART DECTAGED,

nURATES AMD TTTY LOU WILSON RESIDED

AT YARIOUS TINTS, SPRCIFIC PTRINNS OF TINE

VANEAS CITY, MN., AND CAMYD! LAXT, TFXAS,

KANGAC CITY, M2 |

JTELRY ’“’“’J" STTTY LOU WILSON LEFT 2UNGTES

AFTER THZY HAD 2FoInrn THER® 2 07 3 YRARS AND

WHILT 2T8INING IN KANSAS CITY, MD., RUTAEAS PURCHASED A WHITF
MUSTANG AUTOMAZILT FOR HIS DAUGHTER DENORAH., THE HOOQTFNS ART
OF THR-QPTHION THAT fHIS WHITS MUSTANG AUTCMORILFE WAS NEVTR

CTRAMNSPORTTD. TO MTMPHIS, T=MM, AFTER BRTTY LOU AND THF CHILDDFY

LTFT KAUSAT CITY AND RETURMED Tn MEMPHIS, TURGESS FOLLOWED

AID THT FAMILY RRSIDTD IN WEMPHIS AS A FANILY UNIT FOR A YEA®
™ 2 DEFORE MOVING TN CANYOY LAXT, TTYAS, THE MARPIAGY WAS

CANYON LAKE, TEMAS, BY DIVORCT IN ABOUT 1972

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



oUn (M7 44-1907 SUB M) UHNCLAS & F T O

1973, nDURAFSS WILSNM wWwAS STLDOM GAINFULLY EMPLOYED 3UT DID

o TIME To TIMT ATTTINPT TN OPTRATE JRUTLRY STORES AMD WATCH
PRPAIR SHOPE,

Q¥ TH® NIZHT 9F AUSUST 17, 1973, VERNON HOOTTH RTCEIVTD A
TFLTPHANT CALL FRNM RURGTSS AUDIT WILSON AT APPROXIMATELY

Pli.  WILSON ASKED GTHEERAL QU?STIOQS ASCUT THE HFALTH AMD

WTLFART OF THT HOOTTHS AMD REMARKED THAT HF RESIDTD LN NFY

mLTANS, LA, WILSOM FURNISHED &0 OTHRER PERSOMAL

HIMSTLE AND THT PHONT CALL WAS TERMINATTD AFTER
MINUTFS, 0 AUSUST 12, 1972, VERNON HOOTRX KFD WITH HIS
JAMTS HNOTTN, WHO RESINDES AT 2671 ST, FLMOD, MTHPHIS, AND HIS
INFOPMFY HIN THAT SUSGTSS wILSON HAD ALSO CALLED NIV 07

[

FURNING OF AUGUST 17, 1978, WHILY WILGSOWM TALYING WITH

JAMES HOOTTN OR MHIS WIFD MARIE, HE TTMARKED THAT HE HAD

MARTIN LUTHER KING INM 1967, A2 D MARIE HOOTEW

OPINION THAT WILSON WAS EXAGGFRATING A“P D0 NOT BELIFVE
THAT HF IN FACT PARTICIPATED IN THT ASSASSINATION OF DI, XKING
THT FOOTENS DESCRIRBED WILSON AS A VRREY HEAVY DRINKER

v

ATy ER ., THEY POINTRD OUT THAT wWHEM DRINKIMNG HFE TALKS COHERENTLY
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PART FIUT (F 44-1997 SUR 1) UNCLAS © F T 0

IS NOVEMENTS DO NOT GIVE FUIDFNCE THAT HF IS INTOXICATED.
A RNASTFUL TALKF? AND OFTEN MAKES FXAGGERATED STATENMENTS

IN AN TEFADT TO THPRFSS PROPLE WUO ARF LISTTIING TO FIM. FE

IAS TN.THT PAST 9mTN PUYSICALLY ARUSIVE TOWARD FIS WIFE AND

CHILDF=Y AND 0N 0UF 0CCASINY HELD HIS FARMFR WIFF'S HFAD UNDER

WATTR INM THT BATHTUP FOR A COMSINTIANLT PTRIOD OF TIMF, KT

HAS MADT TUDTATS Tn KILL VTRNOM HOOTEN AMD HIS FORMER

LOU WILGON, A ONT OCOASIOY HE CHECKTD IN THT USTrRANe

A INISTRATION (UA) KOS AT MTHMPHIS, TTHY., DATF NOT

MTEALLTY, ANY COUPLAINEY UTART ATTACK; HOWTUTT, MTDICAL

TANTVATION DTUTALEY M) HEART PUOBLTM.  0F ANOTHED D0CAZIOY HE

AETAYTY TN AT THE VA HOSPITAL AMD GONMPLAINED OF A GRIPPLED L7G

AN AGATN MTVICAL TYANIUATION DTUFALTD FOTHING WAS WRNUG

NIML YTTNON EAATTH AFLIFYTS THAT WILSOY WOULD FA

TO A CPINT I OPOFR TO HAUT A PLACT TO. SLTUWP AID

FOOD AND SHELTED OPINION OF THE HOOTFHS,
WILSON IS A CONPULSIVT LIAT AND POTH ARF 0OF TUF OPINIOH THAT HFT
HAN MOTHING WHATSOTYTD TO N0 WITH THE ASSASSINATION 0OF 97,

MATT IN LUTHEDR ¥IN3, THTY CAMNOT RFCALL CSPFCIFICALLY WHERE HT

~
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H=R
ATKEDALT

4-1S]7 SUR ) UNCLAG
947 PUT AFF

A PT CI!‘)L‘M{"“
UT omrme

nF

-
oo

TEE QPINIOYM
It MEMPHIS AT THAT TIi
AUHNEN AR P

ﬁﬂf‘
1
PINION THAT

st
Ll alaknt

o

THAT FF DID HOT MAINTAIH
T, THEY DO NOT KNOW WHETHFR

=y A SUN 0T OTHRT WFA

MToNIn MOT;

N AUGUST 132, 1972

TR, , SURNISHED THZ

IEAPO
, JANT

L e
ADOUT 9330

HOOT A
PM 0
MIONLY K HOu

INFNR
AUBUS

HATION
17,

TLMO,
1973

MEMPHIS
URGESS AUDIE

AT PILL WILSOM, CALLYD JALTS HoQTTH

VAS CALLIMG FPOMT CcANYNH ‘AYT, TTYAS, 5

2D ING HTALTH AYND WELFART NF JANTS

[HTH HT mEQUTSTTD

SHFRIFF GTH

ne ,hﬁ’\ I”" '}:“-”“

TLEPH

?MTU?*
_FPHANTY &

}_{gq"r‘r—-yv

™

MADE GUNERAL IUAUIRIES

HOAND H
FOR

0w
HAD A

HIS WIFT
- LEY
 HIN, KO
HIg 2wQuUr
APHSHALT 0
AYPﬂINTV;‘T

COUNTY ,
WTEN QUESTIQNED HIN
ST, AMD WILSON TOLD KIM HEF
RYRHING OF AUGUST 17,
WITH Hiff o aus 2n
FOINFQREED HONTER
WITH X1

CARTIN LUT

-

HAD
1978, AND
, 1977

> RIS
man

FLACE 0¥
Q\V””AL
rose

[

HAD CALLTD AFD WAS
N SURRENDTY HIMSTLF RUCAUSE HE T AXD KILLED
I T WA NTE o
THE ,U“”ﬂﬂfyn“ CRNFIn

TRIFF
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ITOSTUEN hm

£4-1977 SUT M) UNCLAS
THT APPOINTMTMT, HOOTED RWFUSED AONOR WILSQE'™S BEEUTST

AND QUTSTINITY FIS SINCTRITY REGARDIND HIS FOR BOTH THE

KILLIMNT AYD

HEOHAD KILLTR XING AMD STATRED HE HAD

PTUCONALLY ATNUT 2 WETKS PRTYVINUCLY. SIUATTD THE CALL
UANTTM WAULD 90T CALL THE SHERIFF AS HF
PTAUTOTTY

ACCATRING TN MANTTR, WILSOHK IS AW ERTRFMELY HEAVY DFPINKTR,

.

HmORETLS THAT WIRSOY WAL UNDER THS IJFLUTNCE QF ALCOMHOL WH&Y.

PALLTD AMD THAT HIS HTAYY COUSUNPTION OF ALCOHOL FAS HAD Al

ADUTRET TTETRT Of MIS 1NN, WILSOY WAS AT OHE TIFF PLACTD IY AF

(VY . ; ' . ™ AnTA { Ty T T i TAVIT L “
U RAut HASPITAL TN TFYAS TY HIC &0, STTURY, TO HAVE HID

TRTATTD AL CNINLT SH EANTE IS 0F THE OPINIOH THAT wILenH

2 i PR

TTATY T ILT M - - Myt e CUA IO TATAT N i
AT TOTHI'YM TR N2 WITH THRT ASIAFCIVATION OF

TO THT YTuTAL VTTTRIONATION AF HIS NI HAY

HOST=M Ie 0T cmRTAID “UT BELITVES WILDO

i 4 .

LSACKIDCUND
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PART TIAHT GIF 44-1977 3UD D) UNCLAS

PTRATHI NG AUDGTSE AUDIT UILSOM AS WELL

CUILDDTY ATDATAL AT, STTUTN AT FATY

-~ TSR - o ] Yy T ™A T LITTATIMA T T AN
PADK ANTHAMY WIS SO ToInTTm N ITeTD Fon IRFNTUATIO

ATATLATLYT TO

- - - 3 X PR e i me] = Eoed -~ - 17 AT
LTAD S THOULY L OTT FATTH RTQUTSTING IUTTERVITW OF DUTO22AN AN

‘a'I]_,F‘nr" Jgur*r'9 T B! g ILL-

T DITFIVIIAL OFFICT W

mIL Ny AT TTEEORI, O ALAL, AMD ODTAIN ALL PERTINTNT I

P

Ty o e ~ -y - A e
°TORURATAS wIlLAan! FRoE HIO OTHET AND SI5THY

JACKED WILL ATTTIPT T LOCATT AUD INTFY

MATITR MAIT EOT KN T FULTOM, MIST., AXD STUTLOP:

WILoAn

’

ALL Y FSTINCNT TACKISAUN) INFARNATION N0 BURCFOD WILINN,

4 - PR

YTTICTS INTTRVITY RELATIVES OF WILSeN T OJIDACITY

i

LLTRATINGG A POTOTNOT TN pEMPEIS DUT

TICAL PTRINY (APRIL 4, 1S47) AT IF WISV

(el e Vata B B4 T TTSAT TR
OF POYCHIATRIC | PLEE

Fifa o

ALL NFFICTT "NTT TTET LFAND SHOULD

ATT=HT I,
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MEFO@l P 2310537 1135727
PP Ho BH DL JN
P 1945307 AUG 78
FM  MFMPHIS (44~1987 SUB ¥ ) (P)
TO DIRFCTOR (44-33861) PRIORITY
RIRMINGHAM PRIARITY
DALLAS  PPIORITY
JACKSON  PRIORITY
BT
UNCLAS F F T 0
ATTN CONGRFSSIONAL INQUIRIFS UNIT, ROOH 798 JTH,
MURKIN, |

RE MEMPHIS TFLETYPFS TO BURFAU AUGUST 1%, 1978, ¥0 COPIFS
TO BIRMINGHAM OR DALLAS. |

FOR THF INFORMATION OF RIRMINGHAM AND DALLAS, ON AUGUST 183,
1978, GENE RAPKSDALE, SHFRIFF, SHELRY COUNTY, TENN.,, ADVISFD THAT ON
THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVFD 2 TFLEPHONF CALLS
FR OM BURGESS AUDIF WILSON, WILSON, UHO WAS FORMFRLY IN THF
TFNNTSSEF AIR NATIONAL BUARD UNIT AT MFMPHIS, TENN., QITH
RARKSDALF, INFORMED THE SHERIFF THAT HF HAD ¥ILLED DR.‘MAPTI
LUTHFR KING IN 1962 AT MFMPHIS AND T”AT HIS DAUGHTFR DROVE A UHIT"
MUSTANG FROM JANSAS CITY MISSOURI, TO MFMPHIS 3 DAYS PRIOR

TO KING'S DFATH AND WISHED TO SURRERDER TO

4 v 43 :
Mo — b Bk
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PAGE TWO (MF 44- 1987 SUS M) UNCLAS £ F-T 0

BARKSDALE AT THF HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISS. ARRANGFMENTS WFRF
MADF FOR WILSON AND COMPANION REV. NOFL FANNON, PASTOR, ST, =
FLIZARFTH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCFAN SPRINGS, MISS., TO APPEAP
AT THE HOLIDAY INW, GULFPORT, MISS., AT €:37 PM ON AUGUST 18,
1978, AT WHICH TIME THFY WERF T0 RF CONTACTED BY SPFCIAL

AGENTS OF THF JACKSON OFFICE, WILSON WAS CONTACTED BY SPFGIAL
AGFNTS OF THF JACKSON OFFICF3 MOVEVFR, HE DECLINFD TO DISCUSS
INFORMATION PFGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHFR KING

WITH THFEM,.

0N AUGUST 18, 197%, VERNON AND OPAL HOOTEN, 3495 RUSKIN

RD., BARTLFTT, TFNN,, THT FORMER FATHFR-IN-LAW AND MOTHFP=IN-LAW
OF WILSON, FURNISHFD THF FOLLOWING INFORMATION: |
WILSON AND THEIR DAUGHTFR BETTY LOU, AGF 47, WHO XOw

RFSIDFS WITH HFR PRFSENT HUSBAND KEITH WADE AT 233 SMITH ST.,
BUPLFSON, TFXAS, WERF MARRIED IN THF, 1947°S AND THF MARRIAGF

WAS TFRMINATED BY DIVORCF IN ABOUT 1972 OR 1973, THF wILSONS
HAD 3 CHILDREN, DFRBORAH ANN, AGE 28, WHD NOW RESIDES wITH HER
HUSBAND CHARLIF JONFS IN BELLEVIEW, ILL., SPEOIFIC.ADDRFSS

NOT XNOWNs STEVEN, AGF 26, AND MARK ANTHONY, AGF 21, DOTH OF
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PAGFE. THREF (MF 44-1987 SUR M) UNCLAS E F T 0
WHOM RESIDF IN RURLFSON, TFXAS, SPFCIFIC ADDRFSSRS UNKNOUN,
WILSON HAS ONF BROTHER AL WILSON, WHO RESIDFS IN REFORM, ALA.,
am 2 SISTERS, LYDA MC GAHA, WHO RESIDFS IN REFORM, ALA.,
AND CHRISTINE WILSON, MARRIED NAME NOT XNOWN, VHO RESIDES IN
FULTON, MISS, HIS PARENTS ARF DFCFASFD,
RURGFSS AND RFTTY LOU WILSON RESIDFD 1IN MFMPHIS, TENN.,
AT VARIOUS TIMSS, SPECIFIC PFRIODS OF TINF NOT RFCALLFD, AT
KANSAS CITY, M., AND CANYON LAKE, TFXAS. THEY MOUFD TO
KANSAS GITY, MO., IN 1963 FROM.MENPHIS WHFRF THEY OPFRATED A
JEWFLRY STORT, BETTY LOU WILSON LEFT BURGRSE AT KANSAS CITY
AFTFR THFY HAD RESIDFD THERF 2 OR 3 YFARS AND RETURNED TO MEMPHIS.
WHILE RESIDING IN KANSAS CITY, M0., BURAESS PURCHASED A WHITE
_ MUSTANG AUTOMOBILE FOR HIS DAUGHTER DFBORAH. THE HOOTFNS ARF

OF THFE OPINION THAT THIS WHITF MUSTANG AUTOMOBILF WAS NRVE®
TRANSPORTED TO MEMPHIS, TENN, AFTER RETTY LOU AND THF CHILDRFN

LFFT KANSAS CITY AND RFTURNED TO MEMPHIS, BURGESS FOLLOWED
AND THE FAMILY RESIDED IN MEMPHIS AS A FAMILY UﬁIT FOR A YEAR

OR 2 BEFORE MOVING TO CANYON LAKE, TEXAS., THE MARRIAGF WAS

TFRMINATFD IN CANYON LAXE, TEXAS, BY DIVORCE IN ABOUT 1972 OR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGF FOUR (MF 44-1987 SUB M) UNCLAS ¥ F T O
1973, BURGFESS WILSON WAS SFLDOM GAINFULLY EMPLOYFD BUT DID

FROM TIME TO TIMF ATTEMPT TO OPERATE JFWELRY STORES AND WATCH

REPAIR SHOPS, |
ON THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 17, 1978, VERNON HOOTFN RECFIVED A

TFLEPHONF CALL FROM RURGESS AUDIE WILSON AT APPROXIMATFLY
g:ma PM, WILSON ASKED GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE HFALTH AND
WFLFARF OF THE HOOTFNS AND RFMARXED THAT HF RFSIDFD IN NFW
ORLEANS, LA, WILSON FURNISHED N0 OTHFR PFRSONAL DATA REGARDING
_ HIMSELF AND THE PHONE CALL ¥WAS TERMINATED AFTFR THF LAPSE OF A
FEW MINUTES, . ON AUSUST 18, 1978, VERNQN HOOTEN TALKFD WITH HIS
SON JAMFS HOOTFN, UHQ RESINES AT 2781 ST. FLMO, MEMPHIS, AND HIS
sON INFORMED HINM THAT BURGFSS WILSON HAD ALSO CALLED HIM OW -
THE EVFNING OF AUGUST 17, 1978, QHELE WILSON WAS TALKING WITH
EITHTR JAMFS HOOTFN OR HIS WIFE MARIE, HE RFMARKFD THAT HE HAD
KILLFD DR. MARTIN LUTHFR KING IN 1968,” JAMES AND MARIF HOOTFN
ARE OF THF OPINION THAT WIL'SON WAS EXAGGFRATING AMD DO NOT RELIFVF
THAT HF IN FACT PARTICIPATFD IN THE AﬁsASSINATION 0OF DR, KING,
THF HOOTFNS DESCRIRED wILSON‘AS A VFRY HFAVY DRINKFR;
HOWFVER, THEY POINTED OUT THAT wHﬁw 5aIMKIwG HE TALXS COHERFNTLY
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AND HIS MOVEMFNTS DO NOT GIVE FVIDENCE THAT HE IS INTOXICATED,
HE IS A BOASTFUL TALKER AND OFTFN MAKES EXASGERATED STATFMENTS
'IN AN EFFORT TO IMPRFSS PFOPLF ¥HO ARF LISTENING TO HIM., HE
HAS IN THF PAST BTEN PHYSICALLY ARUSIVE TOWARD HIS WIFE AND
CHILDREN AND ON ONE OCCASION HELD HIS FORMER WIFE'S HFAD UNDFR
VATFR IN THE RATHTUB FOR A COMSIDERABLE PTRIOD OF TINF. HF
HAS MADF THRFATS TO KILL VERKON HOOTFN AND HIS FORMFR VIFF RETTY
LOU WILSON, ON ONE OCCASION HE CHFCXED IN THF VFTFRANS
ADMINISTRATION (VA) HOSPITAL AT MEMPHIS, TENN., DATF NOT
RECALLED, AND COMPLAINFD’OF A HFART ATTACK; HOWEVSR, MEDIGAL
FXAMINATION REVEALED HNO HEART PROBLFM, ON ANOTHFR OCCASION HE
CHECKED IN AT THF VA HOSPITAL A coMéLAINtD OF A CRIPPLFD LEG
AND AGAIN MFDICAL EXAMINATION REVFALED HWOTHING WAS WRONG WITH
HIM, VERNON HOOTFN BFLIFVFS THAT WILSON WOULD FALSELY CONFESS
TO A CRIMF IN ORDER TO HAVE A PLACE TO SLEFP AND EAT IF HE WAS
"IN NEFD OF FOOD AND. SHELTER, Ii THE OPINION OF THF HOOTENS,
WILSON IS A COMPULSIVE LIAR AND BOTH ARE OF THE OPINION THAT HF
HAD NOTHING WHATSOFVER TO DO WITH IH& ASSASSINATION OF DR,

MART IN LUTHTR KING,. THEY CANNOT RFGALL SPFCIFICALLY WHERE HF

¥
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FSINED IN 1968 RUT ARE OF THE OPINIONM THAT HE DID NOT MAINTAIN

A RESIDENCF IN MEMPHIS AT THAT TIME, THEY DO NOT KNOV WHETHER
WF EUTR OUNED OR POSSTSSED A GUN OR OTHER WEAPON BUT ARE OF THF
OPINION THAT HE DID NOT,

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, JAMES HOOTEN, 2481 ST. FLMO, MEMPHIS,
TFNN, , FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

AROUT S:3¢1 PM ON AUGUST 17, 197%; BuRers AUDIE WILSON,
COMMONLY KNOUN AS BILL WILSON, CALLFD JANES HOOTEN STATING HE
WAS CALLING FROM CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. HE MADE GFNERAL INQUIPIFS
RFGAPDING THT HEALTH AND WELFARE OF JAMFS HOOTFN AND HIS WIFE
MARI7, AND THFN HF RROUESTED HONTEN TO CALL SHFLBY COUNTY,
TENN, , SHFRIFF GENE RARKSDALF FOP HIY HOOTEN NUFSTIONED HIN
PEGARD ING THE NATURF OF HIS R?@UEST; AND VILSON TOLD HIM HE HAD
TFLFPHONFD BARKSDALE ON THF EVENING OF AUSUST 17, 1978, AND
HAD AN APPOINTMENT WITH HIM ON-AUSUST 2@, 1978, PLACE 40T
STATSD. HE INFORMFD HOOTEN HF HAD CALLED BARKSDALE AND yAQ
MFETING WITH HIM TO SURRENDFR HIMSELF BFCAUSE HF SHOT AND XILL¥D
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1958, HE;QAMTFD HOOTEN TO CALL SHERIFF
BARKSDALE FOR THE PURPOSE OF COMFIQMIM" HIS, WILSON'S, IDFNTITY

i ’ {
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AND THE APPOINTMENT. HOOTEN REFUSED TO HONOR WILSON'S REOUEST
“AND QUFSTIONFD HIS SINCFRITY REGARDING HIS CLAIM FOR BOTH THE
KILLING AND THE APPOINTMENT WITH THF SHERIFF. WILSON INSISTFD
HE HAD KILLFD KING AND STATFD HE HAD MET WITH SHERIFF BARKSPALE
PFRSONALLY ABOUT 2 YFFKXS PREVIOUSLY. HF TERMINATED THF CALL
WHFN HE REALIZED HOOTEN WOULD NOT CALL THF SHERIFF AS HF
REQUESTED . | |
ACCORDING TO HOOTEN, wILSON IS AN EXTREMELY HPAVY DRINKER,
" ME FEFLS THAT UILSON WAS UNDER THT INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL WHEW
CALLFD AND THAT HIS HFAVY CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL HAS HAD AN
ADVFRSF FFFFCT ON HIS MIND, WILSON WAS AT ONE TIMF PLACED IN AN
UNKNOWN MOSPITAL IN TFXAS BY HIS SON, STEVEN, TO HAVE HIN
TREATED FOR ALCOHOLISM. MONTEN IS OF THE OPINION THAT WILSON
HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. KING BUT DUF
TO THE MENTAL DETERIORATION OF HIS MIND MAY RELIEVE HE DID.
HOOTFN IS NOT GFRTAIN BUT BFLIEVES WILSON WAS NOT IN THF
MEMPHIS ARFA AT THE TIMF DR. KING WAS XILLED.
DALLAS WILL CONTACT BFTTY LOU WADF AT 233 SMITH ST,,

BURLFSON, TEX'AS, AND ORTAIN ALL PERTINENT BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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GARDING BURGY¥SS AUDIF WILSON AS wFiL AS THE ADDFESSES OF WILSON®S
CHILDREN DFEBORAH ANM, STEVEN, AND M& K ANTHONY., STFVEN AND
MARK ANTHONY JILQDM SHOULD BE INTVRMIFMFD FOR INFORMATION
AVAILADLF T0 THv PFuAQDINP BUP""Sq WILSON ARD APPROPQIAT?
LEADS SHOULD BF SET FO?TH RV“UW°TINF INTEQVIFW oF DFBOWAH AVN

5
‘}\

WILSON JONES, BFLLEVIFW, ILL. - ”ﬁ3j{d :
THT BIRMINGHAN OFFICF WILL 1NTV§&§EHMEYDA MC GAHA AND AL
wILSON AT REFORM, ALA., AND OBTAIN ALL PvDTINFNT INFORMATION
RF BURGESS WILSON FROM HIS BROTHER AND. ¢JSTFD
JACKSON wILL ATTEWPT TO LOCATE AND/ IwTFPVIFw CHRISTINF
WILSON, MARRIFD NAMF NOT KNOWN, AT FULTD*, MISS., AND DEVFLOP
ALL VERTINENT BACKGROUND INFORMATION RE BURGESS WILSON,
ALL OFFICES INTFRVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON RF VERACITY
OF HIS ALLFGATIONS AND PRESENCF IN mrmﬁwra DURING
CRITICAL PFRIOD (APRIL 4, 16 AMD IF WILSON HAS

OF P YCHIATPIC PROBLENS,

ALL OFFICFS NOT® THESF LEADS SHOULD BE GIVEN EXPEDITE

/¢

ATTENT ION,
BT
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
XXTeletype ] Immediate 3 TOP SECRET
[] Facsimile £X Priority "] SECRET
[] Routine [J CONFIDENTIAL
KxEFTO
[] CLEAR
8/19/78

FM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) (PRIORITY)

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) (PRIORITY)
. JAckson (¢2-s44) (PRiORI+H))

UNCLAS EF7 O

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988 JEH.

MURKIN

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR AND OTHER OFFICES,
AUG. hq, 1978.

ON AUG. 19, 1978, MR. ALLISON T. WILSON, P. O. BOX 23,
(HIGHWAY 17 SOUTH), REFORM, ALA., ADVISED THAT BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON IS HIS BROTHER AND HAS FOR MANY YEARS BEEN AN ALCOHOLIC
AND IS A CONFIRMED LIAR AND THINKS OF HIMSELF AS A RETIRED
COLONEL AND POSES AS A VIET NAM VETERAN WHEN HE IS DRUNK. HE
STATED THAT HIS BROTHER HAS OFTEN CONFESSED TO VARIOUS CRIMES
IN ORDER TO BE LOCKED UP SO HE WILL BE ABLE TO GET SOBER. MR.

WILSON STATED HE CAN THINK OF ONLY ONE SPECIFIC TIME THAT HIS

—/ A

IRMINGHAM
TMG yb kc

\JIV“'

) Lo - 2 5-
Approved: /i/é(#/ Transrgi%{ea’ gé/ - 5 ,2/?“

(Number) (Time}

- 225-539

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) . '
k FBI

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
[] Teletype [] Immediate ] TOP SECRET
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: (JEFTO
[] CLEAR

BH 44-1740
BROTHER CONFESSED TO A CRIME AND WAS LOCKED UP IN NEW BROWNSVILLE,
TEXAS. HE COULD NOT RECALL THE DATE OR THE SPECIFIC CRIME.
MR. WILSON STATED THAT THE FAMILY HAD RECENTLY SOLD HIS

FATHER'S HOME AND HIS BROTHER WAS SENT HIS SHARE WHICH WAS

$2,075. HE FEELS THAT HIS BROTHER AT THE PRESENT TIME IS ON A

"TOOT". MR. WILSON STATED THAT HIS BROTHER HAD RECENTLY CALLED
THEIR SISTER, MRS. LYDA MC GAHA, COLUMBUS, MISS., AND TOLD HER
THAT HE, ALLISON T. WILSON, HAD HAD A HEARD ATTACK AND WAS ALMOST
DEAD. MR. WILSON STATED THAT HE RECALLS ON ONE OCCASION, HIS
BROTHER CALLED HIM AND TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD BEEN ELECTED MAYOR
OF GRANDVIEW, MO., AND HE KNOWS THAT'HIS BROTHER WAS LIVING AT
GRANDVIEW, MO. AND OPERATING A JEWELRY STORE ON APRIL 4, 1968.
HE STATED AT THIS TIME HIS BROTHER WAS MARRIED TO BETTY WADE,
WHO PRESENTLY RESIDES 233 SMITH STREET, BURLESON, TEXAS.

HE STATED THAT HIS BROTHER'S SON, STEVE WILSON, 117 LIVINGSTON,
FT. WORTH, TEXAS, AND HIS DAUGHTER, MRS. CHARLES (DEBBIE) JONES,
2628 NEWBURG ROAD, TRAILER 106, BELVIDERE, ILL., WAS LIVING AT
HOME AT THIS TIME, AND THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO CONFIRM THIS ALSO.

MR. WILSON CONCLUDED BY STATING HIS BROTHER WOULD NOT BE ABLE

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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PAGE THREE BH 44-1740 UNCLAS E £ 7 O

TO COMMIT A CRIME OF VIOLENCE INASMUCH AS HE ONLY WANTED TO
GET SOMETHING TO DRINK AND GET DRUNK,

BT

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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Rywm=a noAn wITH HIS WwIFT, BETTY LoU, AND HIS THRTE CHILDTF

DERORAM, 3T=9T, AND MARK, HT WAS IM THT. AIT FONCE NESERYT

CPEPATED A JREWFLTY STNRT,

I THE councr OoF HIS JRWwiL=Y 2USINESS, FrOMTT 4 WHITE FALT

ITALIAN WHO was IR HIS LATE SINTIES AMND W 5 FERT 9

LA} 1
TNOHTS

vt 3

TALL , WEISHTD APPROMIMATILY 230 POUNDS, AND WD OPWPATID A

JTUTLRY TDANT CFOP O WALMUT STRTET, KU
FALT IHTRONUATY HIN TN ANOTHER

AITCH (UMDY, WHO WAS IN HIS MID FIFTIFS AND WAS APPROXIMATFLY

5 FTCT 16 INGHTE TALL, AND WWISHTD APPROXIMATFLY 134 POUNDS, wH
HAD DLACK, WAYY HAIR AMD 4AD SONMT CONNTCTING WITH A ROuNTIE
caﬁPAwY, AND ALCH MITGH'S POOTHTR, HAMT NOT RFCALLTD, WHN FIT THT
SAMT BUYSICAL DTRORIPTING AS MITCH, TUT WHO HAD NUMTPOUS CUT ScAnS
oM HIC FACT,

HTOSTATED THAT MITCH STARTZD DTLIY JEWELRY T HIM FOR

PUPPAST AF YAVING THE STONTS DTHOYTD FROM THT FITTINGS. HT

R
\ ‘e

MITCE USUALLY MFT HIM AT A RAD WALWUT STRFFT WHICH WAS
A WHITT FTHALT AND IT ALGO ‘ THAT 1MITCH WIGHT HAY

TE= VoLygM® oF
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AZKTD HITCH ABOUT IT, AND MITCH ADVISKD KIM THAT IT wASR STOL®H

JTuTLny,  MITCH TOLD HIM, FoweveEn, THAT MR, WILSOW, wAS Id AS DTTP
AS M, NITCHM, wAS AMD THAT HT WOULD HAVE TO CONTINUT WORKING WwITH

T ATATFED THIS RELATIOMEHIP WITH MITCH CONTINUED UNTIL

STAT®D THAT MITCH RROUGHT UP THE

[’

TAID THAT THTRT WAS A 857,000 AoNTRACT

CAIDY wHn PUT oUT THR CONTRACT

KILLTD KIUs
"‘Ilr‘ﬂlY rw.-A—wr-w-) 'T'!rA'T ‘ ‘r ' .;'J WTLL :- DU 31 T VIILF“['\G\"’(V’

UINTS CONRENYMING KING AND THE B MIAHTE MOYTITHT,

S Ev i P 1 EIT s b o

UHO wAS A PASTOD OF

AT TTA T
ITTUADA

THOURMT WAS CAUSED

TTOURHT 0N 2Y THF FORCTFUL INTEGRATION OF FIC
WILSOM STATID THAT APPPONIMATILY FIVE OF SIX MONTHS

T OMUND TR, HE STARTEY BATUENING, INFORMATION 0i THT mOuT:

HATITE, AND WETRTAROUTS OF KINa,

WILSOM ADVISED THAT H” HAD A

RTRISTER MUITITR Z4l, AMD A CTOENA

BURN LD SRR
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