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SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 10/30/69
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P)

MURKIN
00: ME

Re Birmingham letter, 7/5/69, and
Memphis reply, 7/9/69.

Enclosed are two copies of a letter dated
10/24/69, from Aeromarine, Birmingham, requesting the
return of the invoice previously mentioned.

Please discuss this request with a repre-
sentative of the District Attorney's Office, Memphis,
and if agreeable, have them correspond direct with Mr.
WOOD. Note Aeromarine has a new location for its business.

- Memphis (Enc. 2)
2)- Birmingham

HAS :cap

(4) &

Gy -1740-2317§
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Mr. Robert E. Wood
Aeromarine .
7605 Eastwood Mall

November 7, 1969

Birmingham, Alabama 35210

Dear Mi. Wood:

Your letter of October 24, 1969 to the
of Investigation has been referred to this office for answer.

Your Invoice No. 2251A, dated March 29,
introduced into evidence on a guilty plea of James Earl Ray.
As that matter is now on appcal to the Tennessee Supreme Court,
the invoice can not be released at this time, an
must be kept as evidence until the termination of the appeal,

We apologize for this inconvenience, an
for your continued cooperation with the Bureau and oursclves
in this matter. 1If you have any futther questions, pleasc

advise.

JCM/bk

cc: Special Agent Joc llester
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Very truly yours

JESSIE C. MASON

Federal 3Burecau
1968, was
d the same

¢ thank you

2y

Assxstant Attorney General

smncum___m___.
SERIALIZED_. . _JHBD .
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 1/7/70
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

00: MEMPHIS

Re Birmingham letter to Memphis 1/5/70.

Submitted herewith is a copy of a letter prepared
by local authorities in instant matter. It appears that this
letter is self explanatory.

@)- Birmingham (Enc. l)é%VZE;L‘

2 -~ Memphis

RGJ:tjm
(4)

.5010-108-01

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Ray denied -

new trial -

KNOXVILLE, Te

The  Tennessee Supréme;
Court rejected today an ps-

peal by James Earl Ray fot-d

new trial in the slaying of Dr. '

x

Martin Luther King Jr: >

In a unanimous opinion, the
court said that Ray “willing-

1y, knowing and intelligéntly -

and witl the advice of ¢om-
petent counsel entered a plea
of guilty to murder in the first
ifegree by lying in wait.”. ﬁr‘
a‘Ray pleaded guilty las
ljtarch 10 to the 1968 slaying
of King in Memphis. Criminal

Court Judge W. Preston Bat-
tle sentenced Ray to 99 years }’

in state prison.
THE HIGH court’s opinion,

read by Special Judge Erby |

L. Jenkins, said, “This. court

cannot sit idly by while deep- |
ening  disorder, disrespect |
for the Constitution’s authori-
ty, and mounting violence and |
murder stalk the land and let |:

waitifg justice sleep.”

Battle died 21 days after |

sentencing Ray and Shelby
County officials later found in
his court records a letter from
Ray, seeking a new {rial on

grounds he was not adequate- |.

ly represented at his trial.

a——r———w _.Associafed*Prese |
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SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS

Re Birmingham letter to Memphis 1/5/70.

Submitted herewith is = copy of a letter prepared

by local authorities in instant natter. It appears that this

" letter is self explanatory.

(2°- Birmingham (Enc. 1)
Z -~ Memphis

RGJ:tim
(4)

JAN - 91870

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

“4d - f‘?&o ~z/8 /
vﬁmNHHL___ﬂnn_____'




'!03 nmmm, 8 m—am i Bl
FROM: uc, mu («-'mm m |

mm: mxnl

murder. . e

mnmmmmwumm mm. S

‘ mmmtmunmm,mwntMnt‘

exhausted a1l ponsibilities of appeal from his present sentence.
However, if subjest's appeals are successful, it will enly m
that ke uux be xtm an eppox j fi.ty u QW trnx tor x

LoE lim thn m:m u mﬁv&c rn. u' mzy 1m, o
. 1-::1 mum. it 1s utmis:m thut thn amh m mttm; .

MM tu“ ) is
r«lmx nmnt » Memphin
~ objection as it gees uttlﬁ zwm o!;'n » bet "aeg
mmtcummﬁhumnmwﬁw

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



O T0s nnm. nx («-aun)

o momy uc, mmm («-nm (P)

- 'Mx m:: , T .
. Be nm:lngm xmur to ma, c/sﬁe

» o mtumtmaw m:«tmm
exhausted all posnibilitiss of appeal from Ais t sentence.
However, if subject's appenls are successful, it will only mean
ththvillhzimuw:tytammlmlm%‘

A - nmthmumsmm wmmyfm
legal sssistance, it umz«mf«e tat Mm -y mtim
_larmlmn&m. :

-mm 'tunt!mmg

. ohjeetion am 1tm 1ittle 1ikelihced of RAY's boiag 1ttld
" .on state anuuhmﬂmumtr
_,thn-m

-~ Birminghan (44-1740)

= L/«/7¢{0 -:../gn,/ |
] ’SEARCHED i INDB@ . s I
| seriAuzeD.____FiEp_

Jun13 1570

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Sa

, _mmm-. m («-amn
M («-nm) (m

oo m

x wum .Mﬂtﬁﬂlﬁeﬂatm
m:.n it 18 set foxrth tha um waS zuu againet
w,-moctwmumumm GALT at ‘ an
4/17/68 charging him with having comspived with an mm&mﬂ

‘ hroth-r to muu mtm m, 'l'itla 1&, U. 8. Code.

: v. m Mhtl, Bn-ntnm, on W'm nﬂvius ho ;un
holds mz utrrn

| K mmtmasm-umtmmzmnna-.“
vg;;wmmmwmx«wau of

‘ siaco . releisen & :uabl. to the W arﬂm

. :lndmto that sm.ct RAY hain exhaustied possibilities of apperl

, nuthemtmchoismmmm:nymto :
contact the mt ﬁt& th- m at Wum thb m1

" dt this warraat..

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Py

amem, i (44-38881)
8AC, W (“-1740) (P‘)

- MURKIN
00: MNE

‘ Rerep BA EXNRY A. 8MO¥W dated 4/17/68 at Birmingham,
wherein it is set forth that a complaint was filed against
subject under the alias ofmaMMath
4/17/68 charging him with having conspired with an unhamd
brother to viclate ‘Section 341, Title 18, U. 8. M. :

u. 8. Marshal, Bimm. on 5/26/70 advuu he nt:lu
' ‘homn am warrant.

mmtmeofthnmmtmntmruha
_é;twmmmmwmmmaau

axmmummsmwthmmmonm
indicate that subject RAY bhas &xiteiisitest possibilities of appeal
from the sentesce he is now serving, the Bureau may desire to
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FBT report holds™

n0 answers on Ray

WASHINGTON
Ewdence used by the gov-
‘ernment to gain extradition of
James Earl Ray was made
public Wednesday, but the
documents revealed nothing
to answer questions that re-
main two years after Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. was
assassinated

The documents which in-
cluded statements by FBI
Hogerprint, = ballistics and
handwriting experts, autopsy
teports and depositions, were
submitted by the Justice
Department in the extradition
proceedings after Ray was
arrested in London June 8,
1968 — two months and four
days after King was shot to
death in Memphis, Tenn.

Unanswered by any of the
documents is whether Ray
acted alone or with others
‘when he shot the civil rights
leader on the balcony of the
Lorraine Motel April 4, 1968.

2 FBI DOCUMENTS attest
that Ray’s fingerprints were
iound on the rifle, telescopic
Sight and binoculars found
putside the. Memphis rooming
'house where he had registered
under the alias of EI‘IC Starvo
Galt.

3 The FBI firearms expert
#aid a shell casing found in
2be bathroom of the rooming

‘house had been fired from

Ray’s rifle, but was unable to |
say with certainty whether
the bullet which killed King
came from the same weapon.
Both FBI reports were cited :
in accounts of Ray’s extradi-
tion proceedings in London )
during the latter part of June, .
1968. ;
Ray was returned to the
United States and pleaded
guilty to a charge of murder :
in connection with King’s |
death. He was sentenced to 99
years in prison.
RECENT ATTEMPTS by.|
Ray to win a new trial have !
been denied by Tennessee
courts.
The Justice Department |
said it was making the docu- :
ments public at the request of
newsmen who had learned a i
free lance writer who s |
planning to write a book |
about the assassination had |
gained access to them. i
The 195-page sheaf of ducu- |
ments does not deal with |
Ray’s own contention, at the :
time of his brief appearance |
in a Memphis court to enter }
his guilly plea, that he had |
not acted alone in planning |
and executing the assassina- |
tion of King. 3
Ray’s attorney, Percy Fore- |
man, said he was satisfied |
Ray was not part of a con- |
spiracy.

—Associated Press |
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Vi'c'ﬁ'ﬁ1 from Alabama
James Earl Ray's brother
held in shooting of youth

: Jerry Ray, brother of the
man imprisoned for the as-:
sassination of Dr. Martin |
Luther King Jr., was in jail in {
connectxon w1th the shootmg‘
of a white Athens, Ala., teen- :
dger in Savannah, Ga., pohce i
said. i

- Al St. Lawrence, chief of
Chatham County detectives, !
said police were holding the
35-year-old St. Louis man for
investigation of an assault"
c¢harge stemming from the’
shooting Saturday night out-
side the headquarters of the |
white  supremacist Statesw’
nghts party.

- Ray’s brother, James Earl |
Ray, pleaded guilty to the
April 4, 1968, rifle slaying of
King in Memphis, Tenn. He
Was sentenced to 99 years in'
prison.

- Police withheld the name of
the 16-year-old youth shot
Saturday night. He was re-
ported in fair condltlog p

emorial Hospital.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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RAY

Ray brother
is charged

in shooting

SAVANNAH, Ga.

Jerry Ray, whose brother is »

imprisoned for the slaying of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
has been charged with aggra-
vated assault in the shooting
of a white teen-ager at the
offices of the white suprema-
cist National States Rights

party.

Recorder David Elmore set |
bond at $5,000, and scheduled |
a preliminary hearing for '
Thursday. Ray was returned -
to his jail cell to await the |

hearing.
Chatham County police, who

arrested Ray, 35, a short time ;
after the 16-year-old youth :
was shot in the chest Satur- !

day night, said they. were

holding him while they in- '

vestigated the shooting.
The teenager, described by

police as a member of the :
party, was reported in critical }
condition at Memorjal Hgspi-‘
F s eom—— i

pistol through a window of the

. party headquarters after he
. removed party records and

papers, The shot came from
inside -the building, said po-
lice.

Ray; whose brother, James
Earl Ray, is serving a 99-year
sentence after pleading guilty
to the ‘slaying of King, has
been working in Georgia as
the campaign manager for

- J.B. Stoner, an avowed segre-

gationist who seeks the Demo-
cratic gubernatorial nomina-
tion.

Long. associated with anti-
Negro-and anti-Jewish causes,
Stoner tried unsuccessfully
last year t6¢ win a new trial
for James Earl Ray. He was
retained as Ray’s lawyer aft-
er Ray said he wanted to
change his guilty plea to
innocent.

Ray, of St. Louis, Mo., has
been working with the Nation-
al States Rights Party in
addition to helping Stoner,
who was the party’s vice

presidential candidate in 1964.
i,  —Associated Presg l%
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

L_s brother held

figh

State’s Rights™
Party worker

SAVANNAH, Ga—A 16-year-old .

supremacy gubernatorial candidate lay
ﬁghting for his life in a hospital bed
here early today, victim of a bullet
which police believe may have been

slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King.
Talking with the Huntsville News
from a motel room in Savannah, C. %

ck, father of Steshen Blag

ot in the ay nigh
Rights Party headquarters, said:
“Stephen is holding his own. The
bullet went in high and came out low. It
nicked his liver, lungs, and he has lost a

lot of blood. But the doctor says he is a
strong boy, and that helps.”

Ray, was being held in jail Sunday in
connection with the shooting. James
earl Ray is in prison under a 99-year

slaying of King, in Mem-
phis, Tenn.

fired by the brother-of the convicted '

JERRY RAY, brother of James Earl

sentence after pleading guilty to the ?

“1 on’t know much about—what
happene » Black told the News in
nervous tones during a telephone in-
terview. “All I know is that I want my
boy to get well.”

Black said that hls son had been in

o

;‘guh"’ned down |

By Lacey Smith, News staff;gnm.}
Athens youth working for a white ' §

just outside white supremacist State’a ‘

‘Ray

Savannah for about five weeks and that
he was working in J. B. Stoner’s
for governor. Stenes—is

as a white supremacist.
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told me that he had known
Jerry Ray for a little while. He's been
conscious  most of the time, but he
doesn’t remember too much about the
shooting, and the doctor told me that I
shouldn’t talk about it with him.”

JERRY RAY, campaign manager for
Stoner, has been working with the
State’s Right's Party at Savannah. He
is 35 and a resident of St. Louis, Mo. '

Stoner, an attorney long associated
with anti-Jewish and anti-Black causes,
was retained by James Earl Ray last
year when he fried to win a new trial in
the King slaying.

He was unsucéessful in an effort to
help Ray change his plea from guilty to
inocent., —

Al St. Lawrence, chief of Chatham
County detectives, said that ‘“the boy
had been around with these people for
about three or four weeks. There are !
several circumstances not quite clear
about the shooting.” v

Police said that Stephen Black was a
member of the State’s Rights Party.

He was shot in the chest with a .38
calibre pistol which police say was fired
through a window from inside party
headquarters. ‘

Ray had not been charged as of
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“Time says Hoover used King wu'etaps

NEW YORK

Time magazine says FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover con-
fronted the late Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. in 1964 with
some wiretaps revealing
King’s alleged extramarital
activities, and King Iater
toned down his criticism of
the FBIL

An issue of the magazine
released Sunday gives Time’s
version of the 1964 Hoover-
King meeting in an article
discussing a new book about
King by novelist John Wil-

liams. i

In his book, “The King God |
Didrn’t Save,” Williams says |,
the FBI started tapping ;
King’s telenhone and bugging |
his hotel rooms in 1963,

TIMFE SAYS Williams re-
ports that the surveillance
uncovered no. subversion but
“did turn up an astonishing |

amount of information about J'
King’s extensive and vigorous |
sexual activities.”

Williams quotes one anony-
-mous source as telling him
that King used a code. “A !
attractive / woRlAL.LWAS |
‘Doctor,” ” the infor-
is -fluoted as having
said. “I- forget the -other
names for women_ mnot so
attractive.” .

Time says ‘“‘most newspa- |
pers ignored the rumors and
leaks te them of King’s extra-
marital activities, but their
existence undermined King’s
effectiveness -just the same.”

“The effect.” savs Williams,
was one of slow political |
assassiration: King was |
spared it onlv by the hullet of
James Farl Rav.” Time said. I

Rav pleaded guilty to klllmg :
King in 1968. }

In presenting its version of i
the  Hoover-King meeting, |

called
‘mant

Time seid
correc

. “Williams has the .
outline of the FBI |

tape story. What he does not
have is precisely what hap-
pened at the celebrated meet-
ing between FBI Director
Hoover and King in 1964.

HOOVER, TIME learned,
explained to King just what
damaging private - detail he
had on the tapes and lectured
him that his morals should be
those befitiing a Nobel Prize
winner. He: also suggested
that King should tone down
his criticism of the FBI. King
teoke==lvice. His decline in

black esteem followed, a de-
cline scathingly narrated by
Williams.”

The magazine says Williams

~ argues in his beok that King
was the complicitous victim of .
plot’ to .

power”’
and

a ‘“‘white
manipulate
destroy him.

ultimately

The fact that the FBI had °

been bugging King was re-
vealed last year by FBI agent
Robert Nichols in a courtroom

in Houston, Tex., where boxer -

Cassius Clay was seeking to

vacale a senience fop—vetsnt |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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I_\lo subversion found

‘Time says King wiretaps
revealed extramarital acts

NEW YORK ™ — Time
magazine says FBI Director
J. Edgar Hoover confronted
the late Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. in 1964 with some
wiretaps revealing King’s al-
leged extramarital activities,
and King later toned down his
criticism of the FBI.

An issue of the magazine
released Sunday gives Time’s
version of the 1964 Hoover-
King meeting in an article
discussing a new book about
King by novelist John Wil-
liams.

In his book, “The King God
Didn’t Save,” Williams says

the FBI started tapping King’s '

telephone and bugging his
hotel rooms in 1963.

Time says Williams reports

that the surveillance uncover-

ed no subversion but “did
turn up an  astonishing
amount of information about
King’s extensive and vigorous
sexual activities.”

Williams quotes one anony-

i anon
mous source as telli_%g._ﬂr%
that King used a code.
very attractive woman was
called ‘Doctor,”’ the infor-
mant is quoted as having
said. “I forget the other
names for women not so
attractive,”

Time says “most newspa-
pers ignored the rumors and
leaks to them of King’s extra-
marital activities, but their
existence undermined King’s
effectiveness just the same.”

“The effect,” says Williams,
‘“was one of slow political
assassination; King was
spared it only by the bullet of
James Earl Ray,” Time said.

Raxieggeaded guilty to killing
King in 1968. Sl btmmect

" wJnopregenting its vegsiop of |
|the Hoover-King meeting,
Time said: “Williams has thg -
correct outline of the FBE
tape story. What he does not.!
have is precisely what hap-
_pened at the celebrated meet=
_ing between FBI Director
Hoover and King in 1964.

‘“Hoover, Time learned, ex-
plained to King just what
damaging private detail’ e
had on the tapes and lectured
him that his morals should be |
those befitting a Nobel Prize |
winner. He also suggested
that King should tone down
his criticism of the FBI. King

AT

EBI. for assigning Sauthern .
agents, rather than Northern-
ers, to protecting civil rights

| workers.

Later, when Carl T. Rowan,
a Washington newspaper col-
umnist, said it was Hoover’s
own idea to tap King’s
phones, the FBI called such a
statement ‘‘scurrilous,” and
said all wiretaps had been
approved by the then attorney
general, Robert F. Kennedy.
President Nixon confirmed
that Kennedy had approved
the taps, and Hoover was
reported as saying the King
tap was proposed by Kennedy
L Sy

cline _scathingly narrated by i

Williams.” i
The magazine says Williams ;
| argues in his book that King:
was the complicitous victim of ;
a ‘“white power” . plot .to'
manipulate and ultimately |
destroy him. ;
The fact that the FBI had:
been bugging King was re-.
! vealed last year by FBI agent
‘: Robert Nichols in a courtroom
. in Houston, Tex., where boxer
Cassius Clay was seeking to
vacate a sentence for refusal
to be inducted into the Army.:
One of the monitored conver-
sations was between King and!
Clay. -

Nichols  testified he had:
been in charge of the surveil-
lance of King until May, 1965,
but that he understood it:
continued until King’s death.
Nichols was not allowed by
the judge to say why King’s;
phones were tapped, but he;

said it occurred at_a t}'%le‘\
when k'm‘g was attacking ihe

'took the advice. His g'ecliue in |
black esteem followed, a de- ,j

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

_1 THE BIRMINGHAM POST
HERALD

Birmingham, Alabama

Date: 8-].-0"70
Edition: Flnal

Author:
Editor: Duard Le Grand

MURKIN

Title:

Character:

or
Classification: 44"1740
Submitting Office:

Being Investigated
[ Betng Iyvestigated

SEARCHED g~ INDEXED _qr
SERIALIZED. FILED

AUG 11 1970

FBl— BIRMINGHAM




OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8
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Memorandum

File 44-1740 : 12/8/70
SAC RALPH J. MILES

SUBJECT: MURKIN
e

On 12/8/70, Birmingham Sheriff A, MELVIN BAILEY
advised he had received a call from a C IE HARDENBURG,
1900 Saulter Road, Homewood, Ala., telephone -90l7/. )
HARDENBURG said that from photos of Dr. GUS PROSCH dppearing
in the local papers, he is almost positive he saw PROSCH
talking with JAMES EARL RAY in Birmingham in 1968.

No action. File.

ili/} 441740

- 52-3788 (Trailer load of Guns, etc.)
1 -~ 157-4481 (Gus Prosch)
RIM:mfl
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Ray says he
has received
no royaltles

CINCINNATI

James Earl Ray has asked
three federal judges to void
his literary contracts with two
attorneys and a writer be-
cause ke has not received
‘“one red dime” from royal-
ties. i

Ray, who has pleaded .guilty
in "the assassination of civil
rights leader Dr. Martin Luth-
er- King Jr.,, had a petiton
filed Wednesday with the 6th
U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

The contracts he signed

were with his first attorney, |

Arthur Hanes; his second
counsel, Percy Foreman; and
William Huie who wrote a

book and magazine articles |

about him. mppimmnip

'RAY, SERVING time in the
penitentiary in  Nashville,
Tenn., said that royalties

were to have been used for !

his defense but he did not

receive ‘“‘one red dime—not .

one.”

Ray said that Foreman
charged him $165,000 to plead
him guilty and get him 99
years in prison. i

Gareth Aden of Nashville'
argued that Ray assigned
literary rights to Foreman as4
recompense for saving hlm\
from the electric chair.

Judge Wade McCree Jr. of:
the appellate court asked,
“Would it be a fair para-i
phrase to say that essentially
Ray agreed to assign literary
rights to Foreman in consider-
ation for Foreman’s repre- !
senting him ‘and saving him
from the death penalty? And
that Ray thought Foreman
was overreaching = that he |
didn’t tell him there-had been
ng electrocutions in-Tepnessee
for theTast 10 years?”

.ADEN,. ANSWERED, M1:
believe the contention is basi- '
cally that in some way Ray .
was 'misled and that caused
him to plead guilty against his f_
desire.”

‘'The appeal came on a sult'[
disnﬁm_y the U. S. District ;
Court in Memphls TeMR-“The

It took.the case
uer ¥ men‘Ient ‘
a u.lgssoclated Press .

: ‘ :

©
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Ray lawyer

seeks new
hearing

By Scripps-Howard Newspapers |
WASHINGTON — James

Earl Ray’s lawyer has vowed
to seek a new hearing in his

conviction for the assassina-.

tion of Dr. Martin Luther

King all the way 'to the U. S.

Supreme Court if necessary.

Bernard Fensterwald Jr.,.

Ray’s Washington atforney,
said he is now waiting for a

written version of a verbal

opinion returned in Shelby
County (Tenn.) court denying
Ray a new hearing before

appealing the motion to the

Court of Criminal Appeals,
Jackson.

“If T don’t get relief there, .
I'll then appeal to the Tennes- °

see Supreme Court ... If I

don’t get relief there, I'll then -

appeal to Federal District
Court, Knoxville . . . If there
is no relief there, than I'll
appeal to the U. S. Court of
Appeals, Cincinnati'. . . and if
there is no relief there, it's
back to Washington (Supreme

olRt—, Fensterwald gaid.
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AP wirephoto
. To appeal
- James Earl Ray will appeal
his 99-year prison sentence for
the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., in April 1968
according to his lawyers. Ray
is an inmate at the state
maximum_ security facility at
Byushy  Mountain Prison in
Petros, Tenn, T
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Charged with conspiracy

Old Galt warrant
may be dismissed

A warrant for the arrest of
Eri¢ Starvo Galt (James Earl
Ray) issued in Birmingham
April 17, 1968, on a conspiracy
charge that has been gather-
ing dust in the office of the
U. S. marshal here is being
considered for dismissal.

Fensterwald Jr., a Washing-
ton attorney representing
Ray, who is in prison at
Brushy Mountain, Tenn., for
the fatal' shooting of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Monday, U. S. Magistrate
R. Macey Taylor notified U. S.
Atty. Waymond Sherrer of
the request, "asking for a
rgspapse . from the Justice

Department . in Washington,
within 10 days. After 10 days,

Taylor could make a recom- i
“mendation to U. S. District *
Judge C. W.-Allgood to grant °

the dismissal and quash the

warrant or to set g hearing on .
‘the charges, brought by the :

A request for dismissal has FBL
been received from Bemard .y, motion asked for dis-

\

missal of the conspiracy .

charge or for a speedy trial.

According to the warrant of °

April 17, 1968, Galt and anoth-

er individual he claimed to be :

his brother entered into a
conspiracy on March 29, 1968.

The rifle with which King was .

shot in April in Memphis was !

bought by Galt, later identi-

.. fied as Ray, in Birmingham
March 30, 1968, it was report-
ﬁ_—n—h& ]

ed. il bleal

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

1

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Page 6 1he oirmingham
Post Lierald

Birmingham, sla,

Date: 1 1-23 = 71

Edition: 1'dnal

Author:

Eaitor; LUArd Legrand
Title:

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office: 1L ngham

D Being Investigated

FB:-B[RM;NGHAM




Birmingham, Alabama
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' RE: JAMES EARL RAY; '
‘DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ~ VICTIM
- CIVIL RIGHTS coxsnancv

Included in this nenorandun is a recent
news releasa fron a daily Birningha- nevspaper.

3 - Bureau (44-38861)
Memphis (44-1987)
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Charged with concplrucy

Old Galt warrant
may be dismissed

A warrant for the arrest of
Eric Starve Galt (James Farl
Ray) issued in Birmingham
April 17, 1968, on a conspiracy
charge that has been gather-
ing dust in the office of the
U. S. marshal here is being

“considered for dismissal.

been received from . Bernard

Fensterwald Jr.,, a Washing-
fon attorney representing
Ray, who is in prison at
‘Brushy Mountain, Tenn., “for
the " fatal' shooting of Dr.
Martin Luther I{ing.Jx"._

Monday, U. S. Magistrate
R. Macey Taylor notified U. S.
Atty, Waymond Sherrer of
the request, asking for a
YRSDONSE » fmm the .]uxtu.e

Department . in  Washington,
within 10 days. After 10 days,

Taylor could make a recom-

mendation to U. S. District
Judgze C. W. -Aligood to grant
the dismissal and quash the

-warrant or to set g hearing on

the ‘charges, brought by the

" A request for dismissal hj;_s‘ FBI.

The mot'ion asked for dis-
missal of the conspiracy
charge or for a speedy trial.

According to the warrant of
April 17, 1968, Galt and anoth-
er individual he claimed to be
his brother entered into a
conspiracy on March 29, 1968,

The rifle with which King was |
shot in April in Memphis was |

bought by Galt, later identi-
fied as Ray, in Birmingham
March 30, 1968, it was report-
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FBI

Date:
. 11/34/71

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL .

&8 (Priority)

Director, FBI (44-38861) ATTENTION:

SAC, n CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION

44174 GENERAL INVEST. DIV.

( 0) (RUC) 1 DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV.

From:

Subject: MURKIN

. ¥CR [JEL [CIDIH 1 CRA-64
' (3 PA OJPE [OPF [ E
(1 EID [ Bomb Threats [} Extremist Matters
[] White Hate [ Black

Summary of Complaint:

Attached are three copies of 1LHNM ¢ Bure
and one copy for Memphis. P = the au

2 - Bureau (Enc. 3)
= Memphis (44-1987) (lnc 1)
- Birmingham

HAS:mf}

(4)

ACTION: UACB:
("] No further action being taken and

) LHM enclosed [ Copy furnished to USA
[C] FD-376 (enclosure to LHM)

(-7 LHM being submitted %%i/ / /0 -2/ ?

1 Report being submitted SCARCHE INGERED
[J Preliminary investigation instituted SERIALIZ: 1LER

) Limited investigation instituted

Approved; Sent
Special Agent in Charge
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case cifed

B¥—S€0¥l‘ GREENHILL
Esquire Magazine claims to
hold the answers to “still
unclarified points” in - the
James Earl Ray case in ifs
issue that hits the streets
Tuesday morning.

In Birmingham, Arhtur

Hanes, one-time defense law-

yer for the admitted assassin
of Dr. Martin Luther King,
talked about the case and
what he feels are its unclari-
fied POINtSiidans

“There are two things I am
convinced of—James Earl
Ray did not fire the shot that
killed Dr. King and there was
a contact, a man who in-
structed Ray to check into
that Memphis roominghouse,”
Hanes said.

The contact, according to
Esquire and Hanes, told Ray
to check in the rooming house
April 4, 1968, the day King
was killed. When Ray receiv-
ed his instructions, the gun he
had bought April 2 was taken

from_mg-ﬁanes se!dq—-ead covered. The man had no

T.hg_.pmsecution’g witness |
:was Charles Stevens,

Hanes
‘said, who was a “wino.” At
15:50 p.m. before King’s death
at 6:01 p.m., Hanes said, a

cab driver came to pick |
i the car.”

|Stevens up, at his own re-
iquest, at the rooming house.

At that time Stevens was
i“so drunk the cabbie refused |
ito Rauldim,” Hanes said-det

the.progecution wag depend-

ing on a habitual drunk who

said he saw Ray “run out of

his bathroom, through his
| room and down the boarding

house steps with something

that looked like a stick in his
. hand,” Hanes said.

He did all this as the bundle
of luggage was thrown down
symultangougly on Canipes’
doorstep, Hanes said.

Doesn’t add up

“It just doesn’t add up,”
Hanes said. “Here’s a man
who escaped a year earlier
from the Missouri State Peni-

tentiary. He had his tracks

“he di see xt ggammwl
it was thrown in the doorway
of Canipe’s amusement shop,”

next door to the rooming |

house.
Unknown man
The rifle, Ray’s

in Canipes’ doorway, Hanes
said he was told by Canipes.

the man who threw the bundle |

then walked south on Main-st,

according to Hanes.
Meanwhile the prosecution

maintained that Ray ran out

of the rooming house and |
drove north on Main-st in his ;

whitewdastang, Hanes.said.

suitcase |
and binoculars were tied to- |
gether ang thrawp all at once |

reason, no motive and you’ve
got to have a strong motive.”

Ray didn’t have the ‘‘per-
severance” to pull a job off
like this one, Hanes said. In
fact, Ray didn’t have what it
took to get away with lesser
crimes, he said.

“He muffed . everything.
He’d attempt hilarious esca-

; _piadm‘_.n. Once drerandwna

frisnd—were going to rob 2

place. They did it, jumped in

the getaway car, drove down '

the street and made a turn.
Then Ray fell out the door of

Hanes remembers Ray as
“yery quiet, very polite, very

neat in personal habits, ap- .
~ pearance and dress.”

“I found him to have a

sense of humor and apparent-
ly to be a person who served :

time well in a penitentiary. It
didn’t seem to bother him too
much.

“He had a crafty mind as so
many convicted felons do,”
Hanes said, .

Hanes fu'ed

Hanes wanted to try Ray
and was “very disappointed”
when he couldn’t. Hanes was
fired by Ray the day before
the trial was to begin. .

Perry Foreman, who suc-
ceeded Hanes, “had been in

the cell all that day (Sunday .

before the Tuesday trial)

while I was driving up to |
Memphis,” Hanes said. Under *
Foreman’s advice, Ray :

changed his plea to guilty
from not guilty.

The presiding. judge

the defense and prosecution
had agreed to a sentence of 99
years, The jury returned a

guilty “verdict” and sentence |

of 99 years without ever
leaving the courtroom.

Had Hanes been able to try ‘
. Ray, the state could not have
establishodarhis guili.dlanes |

in- 1/
structed the jury that the plea ;
had been changed and that .
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said. ‘‘They were Toitng—te
travel on the theory of pos-
siblity,” Hanes said. When the
ballistics expert testified, ‘“‘he
was going to have to tell me
that bullet (taken from King’s
body) could have come from
three million other guns,” he
said.

The bullet, Hanes said,
could have come from Ray’s
rifle, but there was no evi-
dence that it did.

Soloman Jones, King’s
chauffeur, said he thought the
shots were fired from trees
and bushes across the - street
from the hotel balcony from
which King wag,shot. )

“You’d better get your top-
coat, it’ll be pretty cold to-
night,”” Jones had called to
King as he left the balcony to
return to his room. King
walked back on the balcony
and was shot.

If the shot did come from
the trees, then Ray could not
have fired it from the bath-
room adjoining his room,
Hanes said. Firemen and po-
licemen staked out at the fire
station diagonally from King’s
mateb.glsp thought the shot
came fromathe jrees, e sgid,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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“James Ray lawyers seek |
new trial in King murder

United Press International

NASHVILLE, Tenn. —
_Attorneys for James Earl Ray
field a petition in federal
court Monday - seeking to gain
Ray a new trial in the murder
of civil rights leader Dr. Mar-
. tin Luther King Jr.

The petition was technically
' a writ of hebeas corpus, but
- Ray’s attorneys said its intent
. was to gain Ray a new trial.

Ray is presently serving a
99-year sentence after plead-
ing guilty to King’s assassina-
tion. .

Bernard  Fensterwald of
Washington, D. C., one of
three attorneys representing
Ray, said that the petition
asks a new f{rial on the merits

of the cgse in federal court at -
Mempf:ls. .

A habeas corpus petition
technically- seeks to free some-
one who is incarcerated. If
Ray’s petition is granted the
state would have 60 days to

decide whether it wanted to
try Ray again for the King
assassination.

“If we can get him a trial
there is a very good chance of

getting him - acquitted,” Fen- -

sterwald said.

The attorney said Ray is
presently being kept in soli-

tary confinement at the state |

prison here.

‘“He doesn’t look anywhere
near as well as he did the last

time I saw him,”” Fensterwald
LIRS S A—

said. -
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Reject Ray plea,

U. S. court asked

NASHVILLE, Tenn.

The state of Tennessee has
asked federal court to reject
James Earl Ray’s latest bid
for a new trial because he
freely and voluntarily pleaded
guilty to slaying Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

The state  contended
Wednesday that Ray’s ‘‘freely
and intelligently entered
guilty plea” in Memphis for
the April 1968 slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. was
made to avoid the possibility
of a death sentence.

RAY, 44, earlier this month
filed a petition in U. S. Dis-
trict Court in Nashville asking
that he be released outright
from the Tennessee State
Prison, where he is serving a
99-year sentence, or be grant-
ed a new trial. '

Ray contended that his
guilty plea in March 1969 was
involuntary because of pres-
sure from his attorneys and:
leratse-oé “‘cruel ang ugusual’
. bunishment” prior to the trial.

Asst. Atty. Gen. W. Henry
Haile, in a 19-page brief filed

Wednesday in answer to a

show cause order, said: “It is

clear that Ray was not coerc-

ed” into entering his plea.

“Faced with overwhelming
evidence of his guilt and with
the considered advice of three

experienced criminal attor- ‘

neys—Percy Foreman, Arthur
Hanes and Hugh Stanton Sr.—
to the effect that the plea of
guilty was necessary to save

his life, Ray pleaded guilty,” .

Haile said.

HAILE SAID that Ray
“was questioned at Iength
about the voluntariness of his
plea” in an hour-long hearing
before Judge Preston Battle
of Shelby County Criminal
Court, who has since gies

—Associated Press
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UNITED STATES (QVERNMENT

Memorandum

;Desk 1

FROM :6Rache1 L. Gallavan, Chicf Clerk

sUBJECT: “URKIN
-CR
BIl FILE #44-1740

Captioned matter is in a closed or RUC
status and Bulky Exhibit 1B-2 and 1-B-3
is still being retained.

Request appropriate action to dispose of
Bulky Lxhibit.
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UNITED STATES G®VERNMENT
Memorandum

. Desk # 1

FROM -6Rachel L. Gallavan, Chief Clerk

suBJEcT: MURKIN
CR
BAd FILE #44-1740

Captioned matter is in a closed or RUC
status and Bulky Exhibit 1B-2 and 1-B-3
is still being retained.

Request appropriate action to dispose of
Bulky Lxhibit.
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‘Tribunal grants Ray

review of guilty plea

CINCINNATI, Chio

James Earl Ray, 41, confess-
‘ed slayer of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
. | < on a peview of his guilty plea (Indicate page, name of
from the 6th U. 8. Circuit Court newspaper, city and state.)
of Appeals today.

" The appellate court, in a 2-1

decision, remanded Ray’s peti-
tion for a review to_the U, S.
District Court in Nashville,
Tenn.

The appeals court accepted
Ray’s contention that he was
given improper legal advice in
his 1969 guilty plea. It cited two . ;
letters wgr‘;tte);xpzo Ray by Percy 1 THE BIRM' NGHAM NEWS
Foseman-then his attorney. BIRM 'NGHAM, A A,

T HE~-BETTERS (revealed
arrangements for Foreman to
receive $165,000 from royalties |
on publications and movies |
based on Ray’s case. Also, the |
- letters indicated that Ray’s
share of the money would be
delivered only on his plea of
guilty with ‘‘no embarassing |
circumstances to take place in
he fxoom.” PR
Ray is serving a 99-year sen-
tence in the Tennessee state
penitentiary for the April 4, )
1968, slaying of King in Mem. Dater  Jm28=74
phis.Tenn. ,41 Edition:
i —Associated Press”" ' Author:
Editor: - JOHK W. BLOOMER

Title:

Character:

or

Classification: 44_/ 7 V()}%‘F

Submitting Office:
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Ray wants his former
attorney Foreman on
stand at new hearing

BY CHRISTOPHER CABOT
ot NASHVILLE, Tenn.

James Earl Ray, after win-
ning a hearing to reconsider his
plea of guilty in the assassina-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King-
Jr., said he wants his former
lawyer to testify.

Ray’s petition to withdraw
the plea charged that his law-
yers forced him to plead guilty
and that they were more inter-
ested in making money from
magazine articles and books
than in defending him.

The U. S. Sixth Circuit Court
of Appeals in Cincinnati, in a 2-
1 decision Tuesday, remanded
Ray’s petition to withdraw his
guilty plea to the U. S. District
Court in Nashville.
“~Ti 55 doing the court called
for a hearing into Ray’s allega-
tions that his attorneys, Percy
Foreman of Houston, Tex., and
Arthur Hanes Sr. of Birming-
ham, forced him to plead guilty
at his trial in Memphis in
March 1969.

RAY, 41, WAS sentenced to
99 years in prison for the death
of the civil rights leader.

In a note passed through the
bars of his cell at the Tennes-
see State Prison on Tuesday
night, Ray wrote:

“All I wish to do is to get Mr.
Foreman on the witness stand,
under oath.”

In the appeals court’s major-
ity decision Tuesday, Judge
William E. Miller said: ‘“The
entire record reeks with eth-
ical, moral and professional
irregularities, demanding a

full-scale iudicial inquiry.”,

THE COURT SAID, “Fore-
man is alleged to have threat-

ened and coerced both Ray and |

his family into a guilty plea.
The reason for the pressure,
allegedly, is that the book
rights would be of little value
were Ray to have been tried
and found innocent.”

Foreman denied he had com-
promised Ray’s interests when
he defended him in 1969.

*1 think I saved James Earl |

Ray’s life.”” Foreman said

Tuesday night. I intimidated
Ray into pleading guilty. He
asked me to negotiate a plea of
guilty for him.”

Foreman said he received :
one check for $9,000 from the |
publisher of a book about Ray, |
“but my expenses were two or
three times that — I never
expected to get anything out of
it.”

Olaaamibielelt)

HANES SAID, “Ray should
have had a trial all along. I
knew there was a conspiracy.
This man did not fire the shot
and the state could not prove
it.”

Meanwhile, Robert Living-
ston of Memphis, one of Ray’s
current attorneys, said Ray is

willing to undergo a lie detec- " |’

tor test to show he is not guilty
of assassinating King.

King was shot to death April
4, 1968, as he stood on a Mem-
phis motel balcony. He was
there to support a strike by

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Ray coerced inte

i
i
!

guilty plea? Writer

says ‘ridiculous’

BY THOMAS F. HILL
News staff writer

HARTSELLE

The idea of having a trial to
determine if James Earl Ray
was coerced into pleading
guilty to the slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King was term-
ed “utterly ridiculous” today
by Alabama Author William
Bradford Huie.

Huie termed equally ridicu-
lous that a guilty plea by Ray
would have enhanced the sale
of a book Huie was writing
about the Bag.case,

.Huie’s comment came after
the 6th U. S. Circuit Court of
Appeals had ordered a special
hearing which could result in a

new trial for Ray, who is serv-

ing a 99-year prison sentence
for the assassination of the
civilrights leader.

Judges Harry Phillips and
William Miller, in their written
opinion, said that if Ray’s alle-
gations that his attorney and
Huie had coerced him into

pleading guilty to help the sale

of the book would support a
finding that Ray’s attorneys
deliberately compromised
their client’s interests. ‘“Those
judges may know all there is
about law, but they don’t know
a damn thing about the publish-
Uittt

ing business,” Huie said in a
telephone interview from his
Hartselle home.

At the Appeals Court hearing
in Cincinnati Tuesday, Ray’s
current attorney, Bernard
Fensterwald, said his client
was ‘‘browbeaten, badgered
and bribed’’ into ‘pleading
guilty by then defense attorney
Percy Foreman.

“When Ray pleaded guilty,”
Huie said. ‘““My book was
dead.” [ R S—— .

If Ray is successful at the
hearing, to be held later this
year in Nashville, he will have
the new trial he has sought for
five years.

“No living human could
coerce James Earl Ray,” Huie
said. ““And one man, working
alone, killed Martin Luther
King. And that man was James
EarlRay!”

Huie said the one big word in
the publishing business was

_“conspiracy.” The author said

that he had determined if Ray
alone killed King, the story was
not worth a dime.

Huie said he never entered
into a deal with Ray and his
attorney to make money. He
said he was convinced if Ray
went on trial, the truth would
never come out.  “Se——mdiomms
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ennessee
%o go to high

éourt on Ray

3 NASHVILLE, Tenn.
~The State of Tennessee will
&5k the U. S. Supreme Court to
1§Verse an appeals court deci-
sibn to grant James Earl Ray a |
riview of his guilty plea in the |

issination of Dr. Martin |
hther King Jr. }

"‘We decided some time ago ,
that we would go ahead and

dtition for review,” said Asst.
te Atty. Gen. W. Henry

Rile. “We’re going to definite-
I¥ do it within the next 30

y‘ 1
*iThe hearing was ofdertd 8"
uary by the U. S. 6th Circuit l
urt of Appeals in Cincinnati. |
Ray began efforts to reconsid- 1
¢k his_guilty plea since shortly |
after he was sentenced to 99 |
yéarsin prison in March 1969.

-In his petition Ray claimed
hi had been coerced into plead-
idg guilty by his former law-
yér Percy Foreman of Hous-
tan, Tex. Ray said Foreman
and another former lawyer,
Arthur Hanes Sr. of Bu'mmg—
hain, were more interested in
the book and movie rights to | i
his story than in his best mter-
e§ts ,

"IN ITS JANUARY decision,
tije Cincinnati court cited two
" letters from Foreman to Ray.
The letters revealed agree-
nfents for Foreman to receive
$465,000 from royalties on pub-
likations and motion pictures
bgsed on Ray’s case. .
= Assoc1af d ?’ressID

‘,
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' By Charlotte Mpulfon

United Press International

Earl Ray won Supreme Court
clearance Monday to seek
withdrawal of his guilty plea
and a new trial in the 1968 slay-
ing of Martin Luther King Jr.
The court held his lawyers may
have unduly influenced him
because of a book in which they
n jnterest. e

Without comment, the court
rejected an appeal by the state
of Tennessee of an order from

the 6th U. S. Circuit Court of
_Appea_;;fﬂat a hearirff b& held

WASHINGTON — James,

Ray can seek_to withdraw King slaying

Ray contended that Fore- ’I high school authorities ¢an ban

SIUIHY p'ea fram-advised him to plead‘

guilty so that information on
the case could be preserved

i exclusively for the book.

. Judge William E. Miller,
writing the appeals court deci-
sion that a change-of-plea hear-

" ing should be held in U. S. Dis-
trict Court, said:

“The allegations . . . if frue, °

would support a finding that
Ray’s attorney’s deliberately
compromised their client’s
interests in order to further the
financial success of Huie’s
works in which they them-

interest.
““Such conduct would consti-
tute an outrageous abrogation

do determine whether-Ray-had
been deprived of his constitu-
tional rights to due process and
assistance of counsel.

That hearing won can be
held, and if the change of plea
is accepted Ray would be enti-
tled to a new trial. He pleaded

of the standards which the
legal profession sets for itself
and upon which its clients have
arighttorely.”

““If the allegations are cor-
rect,” Miller said, Ray’s law-

yers “not only did not properly
avisenth but de

guilty in 1969 to the slaying of

Memphis, Tenn., motel, and
was sentenced to 99 years in
ison. [ SRS
The assassination on April 4,
1968, touched off rioting in the
nation’s capital and other
cities. PP
“@iryrthy- after he was sen-
senced _Bay claimedthat his,
counse!, well-known criminal
attorney Percy Foreman of
Houston, had coerced him into
pleading guilty in order to keep
facts in the case from coming |
outipopencourt. o ai el
Ray turned his case over to!
Foreman after dismissing;
attorney Arthur Hanes, who:
had signed a contract with.
writer William Bradford Huie
for a book on the King slaying,
with Hanes to get 30 per cent fo
the royalties. Foreman kept
the agreement in effect, but
increased his share to 60 per

ceflua s —

the civil rights leader in a pwisked-and coerced Gl JLis

inconceivable to us how a plea
entered under these circum-
stances could be either intelli-
gent or voluntary.”

Trial Judge W. Preston Bat-
tle questioned Ray thoroughly
at the outset of the trial and
Ray said his plea was knowl-
edgeable and voluntary.

er actions, the Su-
preme Court: i kicmncts

—Declined, at least for the
time being, to rule on the con-
stitutionality of a Florida law’
requiring consent of husbands
of parents for an abortion. At
least 17 other states have simt
lar statutes.

—Agreed to decide whether
deadlines for lawsuits charging
racial job discrimination

should be held up pending con-

sideration of the case by the
Equal Employment Opportuni-

ty Commission. Oral argu--

ments will be heard next fall
int he text case from Memphis.
d to rule <vhether

selves had a substantial .

student newspapers which use
vulgar language but do not
violate obscenity laws.

—Left standing the drunk

‘driving conviction of a New

York man who claimed his
rights were violated by a test of
hisblood for alcohol.
—Narrowed the rights of
employes to keep their jobs
when the company for which
they work is sold. it
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: EY JACKC.LANDAU. . °
ews Washington staff
WASHINGTON

taken a legal action which
could lead to voiding the guilty
plea and subsequent 99-year
jail sentence of James Earl
Ray for the first degree mur-
der of the Rev. Martin Luther
King in May, 1968, in Memphis.
. In an unsigned order, the
Supreme Courtlet stand a U. S.
Court of Appeals opinion order-
ing a full federal court hearing
to Ray on his claims that he,
was denied “‘effective legal
representation because two of
his attorneys had a financial
stake in his pleading guilty and

lmmgéo tl'ial.” YO—T—"
If the federal court hearing
upholds Ray’s claims, he will'
be entitled to change his pleato
not guilty and have a trial on
the murder charge. Ray has
said since his guilty plea that.
he did not participate in the
assassination. |

Ray’s two attorneys were.
Arthur Hanes of Birmingham,
who first represented Ray and
then Percy Foreman, a Hous-

Ray when he pleaded guilty i
March, 1969. e

Both attorneys, during their
periods of representation, had
contracts with Ray giving the
lawyers royalty percentages of
Ray’s personal story. Author
William Bradford Huie was to
write the book.

The Court of Appeals s¥TH
that the allegations against
Hanes and Foreman, if proved
to be true at a federal court
hearing, would “represent the!
most egregious kind of conflict,

of intarestyfor the two ‘3&“5)

The Supreme Court has €Xtradicted to Tennessee to

WA in
London in June, 1968, was

stand trial.

Hanes represented Ray at
the London hearing and during
some of the pre-trial proceed-
ings until November, 1968.
Hanes had Ray execute a
three-way contract in which
Ray assigned to Hanes 40 per
cent of all proceedings from

the sale of Ray’s story with}

Hanes acting as “‘exclusive

ent and attorney’ fgﬁ Ray.

uie was obliged to pay Hanes
and Ray 30 per cent of the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the book.

In January, 1969, there was a
new contract which assigned to
Foreman all of Hanes’ rights
but increased the share of the
proceeds from 40 per cent to 60
per cent,

Ray, in asking for a hearing
and a new trial, argued that the
financial arrangeéments be-
tween the lawyers and him
resulted in “ineffective assist-

trial and that he was coerced

ﬁl}MLSO ALLEGE wihal

brother, Jerry Ray, $500 if
James Earl Ray went through
with the guilty plea; that Fore-
man said it would be in Ray’s
interest to plead guilty “‘evenif
he ‘had not committed the’
crime’ and that Foreman a-
greed to assign to Ray all
royalties over $165,000 if “‘the
guilty plea is entered and
accepted.” : )

The Court of Appeals said:
that these allegations — if true !
— plainly “negative any notion,
or idea that his guilty plea . . ..
was made voluntarily and
intelli .

S-ﬁ-pré_ffi.e CO“?T ‘Foreman agreed to pay Ray’s
ruling may lead
to.new Ray trial

. y...h-il—-.’
The State of Tennessee,

urged the court to review the
case. It said that ““the record

shows conclusively that Ray’s’

plea was intelligently made”
and “‘was voluntary.”

“There is no evidence,” the
state said, “‘to indicate that the
(legal advice) was bad.” The.
two attorneys did not file any:
papers with the Supreme
Court: f

In other action, the Supreme

OMELshimisummets POy S}

Ruled that employers must
pay the same wages to day-
shift workers of both sexes as
they pay to night shift workers,
most of whom are men. :

The ruling, ordering $600,000
in back pay for women at the
Corning Glass Works, said the
company violated the Equal

ance” of counsel prior to the Employment Opportunities

into pleading guilty and waiv-’
ing his rights to a trial.

ton attorney who represented Jrreffect, Ray said th
lawyers had an interest in no

having him take the stand and
tell his story because that
would under-cut the sale of
Ray’s story to book publishers
and other media.

For example, Ray alleged
that Hanes refused to hire a

sprafessional investigator and

insisted on using Huie; that
Hanes advised Ray against
taking the stand by saying
‘‘why give testimony away
when we can sell it;”” and that
Hanes refused to delay the trial
because the contract with Huie

ying its da ift
workers — mostly women —

provided that the trial must *

take, plage within a certaig

number of days.

_—
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. Will take

FOREMAN
AT
less than its night shift work-
ers, mostly men.

Ruled that the Civil Rights
Act can be applied to prosecute
cnmmally persons accused of -
conspiring to cast fraudulent
votes in a state election if part

of the conspiracy — which was
not carried out — also was to
affect the return in a federal

s L |
Five West Virginia men had
argued that the federal Civil
Rights Act could not be used to

prosecute fraud in state
elections.

Let stand a U. S. District
Court * decision declaring
unconstitutional a Florida law
which requires parental or
husband approval for an abor-
tion, but refused to issue an

injunction against the law until !
the case is heard by the U.8.|
wloenrtofppeals. =y

the stand,
Ray says

NASHVILLE, Tenn.

“I'll do my talking in the
courtroom,” said James Earl
Ray after the U. S. Supreme "
Court opened the way for a
hearing on his petition for a
new trial in the slaying of Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr.

going to take the:

stand,” the 41-year-old Ray
said Monday from his state,
prison cell. “I'll probably.
testify three or four days, but I
don’tparticularly wantto.””
THE.-HEARING ON Ray’s"
plea for a new trial will be.
before Judge Robert M. McRae
Jr. of U.S. District Court at
Memphis, probably in late
summer. Sl
‘““James Earl Ray will be our
chief witness at the hearing,”
said Ray's Memphis attorney,
Robert I. Livingston. ‘It will
be James Earl and Percy Fore-
man eyeball-to-eyeball unless
Foreman chickens out. Then
we can let the world see and
hear what each of them has to

lﬁ ﬂﬂU S. Circuit Court of

Appeals ruled Jan. 29 that
Ray’s rights to due process and
assistance of counsel were |
violated when he pleaded !
guilty to the assassination of
the civil rights leader at
Memphis in 1969,

Ray, serving a 9§-year sen-
tence, subsequently began a ;

“legal battle to overturn the '

court’s sentence and asked to |
withdraw his guilty plea.

Ray contends that Foreman, ,
his attorney at the time of hxs
guilty ‘plea, advised him to |

. plead guilty sounformatlon

about the case would be pre- | *
served for a book about the
case, ' :
““If the allegations are cor-
rect,” the Appeals Court said,
Ray’s lawyers “not only did not :
properly advise him but
dehberatdy misled and coerc-

e
—{issocgat,ed\ Press
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New evidence in King slaying——

may be uncovered at hearing

United Press International

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Evi-
dence that may have been sup-
pressed before James Ear}
Ray pleaded guilty to killing
Martin Luther King Jr. will be
uncovered at an evidentiary
hearing, Ray’s attorneys said
in memorandums filed in
federaleagt Tuesday.

Aftorneys Bernard Fenster-
-wald and James Lesar, both of
Washington, D. C., and Robert
L Livingston of Memphis, said
they intend to reveal whether
the prosecution withheld
“‘statements by police officers
tending to show that Ray was
not at the scene of the crime.

whenDr. King was shot.”

The 32 defense questions
should unravel, the lawyers
said, whether Ray’s earlier de-
fense attorneys, Arthur
Haynes of Birmingham, Ala.,
and Percy Foreman of Hous-
ton, Tex., let their interests in a
book on the assassination inter-
fere with defense counsel.

Ray, who is serving 99 years
at the state prison at Nashville
after his March 10, 1969, con-
fession to the 1968 murder at a
Memphis motel, claims
Haynes and Foreman lured
him into a guilty plea, promis-
ing to ease Ray’s financial du-
ress and meanwhile helping

Alabama authoxWijliam, Brad-

ford Huie gather information
for ‘“He Slew the Dreamer.”
“Did Huie offer to pay a
bribe if Ray would not take the
witness stand?”’ one defense
question asked. :

‘‘Did Huie pressure Ray to

admit involvement in the

assassination of Dr. King (to

help book sales)?

“Did Foreman adequately

investigate the case against
Ray before deciding to plead
Ray guilty?” :

The prosecution, howevef, .
will aim at showing “the utter

absurdity of the conflict of
interest claim,” the prosecu-

tion’s memorandums said.
i,
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Re:
mtmcsﬂ N
" On August 18, 1950, drs. VALLULAR HEATON, aks Vallulan T
' I.ittloJohn, the latter bem her maiden name by which she goss on

cceasion nov, ‘came to tho ofriu o oc-phtn rowding e mcotieu
utt.r' : S «‘*"1"-\4«:” T "t”“i Sl ‘J_;-:;u. RN PR '

. Bho .dvmd that in the tm af cllnton, Am,
young men and scme rathey prominent business men vers regularly tﬂung
dopa of ons type or enother, which they purchase from local sources. -
She advised that the dope Was purchased from the Alred Drug Btore at . .
Clanton, vhere at night users of dope froqmntly hand arbund in thc baekyf'_
rmthomvithm-.cmmm,cmwn. W e e

Dr. mm, she ndviud, 1- the phu'nci-t at.Clanton's -

Drug Btoro, whieh 18 owned by Mr. end Mrs. WRIGHT. She belisves FUNK 18 S
a user- of dope lﬂ*ﬁself, eand tlnt Mr. and Mrs. wnxm use n on oecaslon. ’

‘ ';‘m-uuamtmmnmmraordmmtm
mapamterma:mmmmmmmmmo is & prominent

attorney in Clsnton, she states. ‘She further advised that OERALD at one

time & fev years ago vanted to marry her, but beceuse of his addiction
to drugs she refused. Title to LAWKENCE GERALD's howe vas’ recently .
transferred to Dr. MOORE, and Mrs, HEATON bolim- thil had lonothing to . .
do with tln weotiea situation 1n cuuton. R , v e

’ Cmphimnt miua tlnt some lon 1n 'rhoraby, Ah‘bm and T
chnton say she is wvorking for the ¥BI. ' She cculd not fwmish any nucl :
~_of these men, and says they are gigroup vho hang around the Alred Drug
Store. Complainant was advised by the writer that she ¥FBI frowns upon .
. . people pnuing themselves off as or nllovtn; thonulvol to be thought of‘ L
as representatives of the YBI. She advised she was avare of this fact,
and had told them on different occasions that she definitely 4id not vork
for the FBI. Bhe belions this arose through her having kept company

with & man several years ago who the peopls around Clanton thought was au ;f

nI Amnt- Thi. m" m “. W ' fu.“ m m In .
| TR R ] é/'//é/é'—,z‘g_/a L .

DAK:JE
12-0
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‘mm .m-zmg to m1 or thi-, -h. .avma thut cm\m vas not m m L

' S Eom t:lu mh lator m tho oomrution, co-plainm

cutod that about seven years ago, for a period lasting from about
- fourteen years ago to seven years ago, she went with an FBI Agent vho,

auring the latter stages of their relationship, Jbecame addicted to the
© ' use of marijuana. When asked who this Agent vas, she said "Happy"

. Chepman. Mre. HEATON said CHAPMAN $as vorking out of Tamps, Florida;
but from ansvers to guestions about C'RAHIAI s gonduct it appears that .
CHAPNAN spent most of his time- dm'ing this pnriod 1n ‘and around Clanton, -
" and could not very likely Mvo been working out of Tempa for the ¥BI.
8he stated that she ‘had never told anyone else that she knev an FBI
‘Agent vho vas addicted to nrijunnt. ‘Bhe thinks that CHAPNAK vent to '

S ltine nbm five you*n agoy, m boltovu hn has linoc died. e -

LN Complainant otntu she is writing & book tunder the name
meummonthiulnmm-mmaphcn-homm e
. #he advised that the FBI lately interested themselves in some of the
" things she would like to include in her book. When asked for specific =

instances of uttora {n which the FBI interested themselves, s she could -
" furnish none. It is her intention to submit her 'book on its eonplotion L

%o tho BI for tlnir npprml and noononﬂltionl

, : rro- ura. umx'- 1ncon-utont -utmnta and oceseinml
peimlou 'nndnrinsn in her eonvortntion, it a.pms to the witor ﬁhnt
-h. 1s not \nn b.hmod untnlly e ‘ .

: . lh'l. m'mx l.dvind thnt shs \ro'ald bo ahd to arop mto ‘
'tho office at any time in the ruturc to talk thil matter over m}ur._ o
8he can be reached by und:m‘c”nil to her as Mrs. VALLULAK HEATON, L

Thorsby, Alabams, but states the letter should be sent rogutom uu
, bocuuu -ho rools tha.t hnr mn is 'boing ta.-pcm vith. o

| coaplainmt rurnuhsd thu intomtion remaing mcotiu o
T to Rr. Ca-p, !srcotics lmm, Birl:tnghn, lbonﬁ m ynnra ago. SR

mmus A mm, ax.:,f i |
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FILE 44~1740 DATE: 6-21-74
SAC RALPH J. MILES

SUBJECT: MURHKIN

On 6-19-74, Jefferson County Sheriff A, MELVIN BAILEY (NA),
Birmingham, Alabama, telephoned me to advise that he had been contacted
on several occasions by a VALLELAH HEATON of Thorsby, Alabama, desiring
an interview with BAILEY on an "urgent matter", but Mrs, HEATON never
kept any of the appointments with the Sheriff, On 6-18-74, Sheriff
BAILEY did finally make contact with Mrs. HEATON who advised him as

follows:

At the time of the KING assassination of KING (4-4-88), she
resided near the place where JAMES EARL RAY, aka GALT, resided in
Birmingham, but subsequently moved to Thorsby because she was afraid.

For some time prior to 4-4-68, when she lived in Birmingham, she took
long walks and met JAMES EARL RAY several times, and on several occasions
saw him in the company of THOMAS BRADFORD HUIE, the author; Birmingham
Attorney ARTHUR HANES; and an unknown seaman, HUIE lived in the same

area, as did PERCY FOREMAN. Says RAY would know her if she could be
shown to him., This all occurred prior to 4-4-68., Said she felt she
could be a witness in the upcoming new hearings for RAY,

Mrs, HEATON told Sheriff BAILEY she resides in Thorsby, Alabama,
telephone #6460-3977, but was temporarily staying with her daughter at
Apartment #209, DeVille Apartments, 26 Rhodes Circle, Birminghan, Ala.
telephone #933-8683, She said she would be glad to talk to the FBI. 1#’

INDEY To SERIAL

I reviewed our files on Mrs, VALLULAH HEXTON 'and came up with
2 references, One is 12-0-327 and a copy ated 8-29-50 by %’
SA DOUGLAS A. XYDD, JR., is attached hereto for ready reference, it bein
noted that SA KYDD noted Mrs, HEATON did not appear to be well balanced
mentally, Other reference is in 62-2271 where, on 2-26-65, Mrs, HEATON
called FBI Birmingham to say she was sure she had seen missing Nazi war
criminal MARTIN BORMAXN (recognized him from picture of BORMANN on TV)
at Mrs, Todd's Cafeteria where Mrs, HEATON formerly worked; in the Town
House lobby; and around the Birmingham Medical Center, She last saw
BORMANN on 1-12-65 while waiting for a bus at 8th Avenue, South and
20th Street, Birminghm, At that time (2-26-65), Mrs. HUATON said she
resided at Apt. 510, Highland Towers, NBirmingham,

dd- 1740 -22//
< D

SEARCHZD
SERIALIZED';

FBI—~ BIRMINGHAM /

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-110

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-2 -

I advised Sheriff BAILEY of these references and he agreed
that Mrs. HEATON might be mentally unbalanced. He had, howecver, promised
her she would be interviewed by the FBI, Sheriff BAIIEY was asked to
tell her she would be interviewed on the morning of 6-20-74. He did.

Mrs. HEATON was contacted at Apartment 209, DeVille Apartments,
26 Rhodes Circle, Birmingham, Ala,, on the morning of 6-20-74 by SAs
ROBERT M. BARRETT and ROBERT J, YARNALL, Agents identified themselves
and were promptly advised by Mrs, HEATON: "I am a nut." She then
said she had gone to Sheriff ML BAJIEY with her information because
she "had to tell someone." She stated teenagers in Thorsby were "running
under" her with their motorcycles as she walked "down the hill" on her
sidewalk, She then asked: "Do you think they will kill him up there
tomorrow?" She identified "him" as JAMIS DARL RAY,.

Mrs, HEATON said she lived in the Highland Towers Apartments,
2251 Highland Avenue, South, Birmingham, during the time she had met GALT
(RAY) while taking walks in the area, which was prior to KING's killing.
She couldn't recall where PERCY FOREMAN had his apartment but it was somepnlang

in the immediate area.

Mrs. HEATON rambled from one subject to another unrelated
subject during the interview and gave the impression of a person with
some problems,

SA BARTETT checked the 1968 and 1969 Birmingham City
Directories but found no listing for Mrs. VALLULAH HDATON, HUIE or
FOREMAN, ARTHUR HANES was listed as living in Mountain Brook, Ala,

It does not appear that any credence can be placed in Mrs,
HEATON's information,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.onference today on

James Earl Ray case

man of Houston, Tex., and of
whether the plea was “intelli-

MEMPHIS

A federal judge today con-
sidered the scope of a hearing
that could lead to a new trial
for James Earl Ray, who was
convicted of assassinating Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

U.S. District Judge Robert
M. McRae Jr. is expected to
conduct a hearing later this
summer on whether Ray is
entitled to withdraw his' guilty
plea and stand trial on the
original murder indictment in
the 1968 death of the civil rights

Today’s session is a pre-
hearing conference among
McRae, Ray’s attorneys and
the state prosecutors to consid-
er which issues will be admissi-
ble or relevant at the hearing.

Ray’s attorneys have argued’

their client was pressured into
the plea. They have sought a

broad inquiry into events that

led to the confession.
The State of Tennessee

.asked McRae to limit the hear-.

ing primarily to a review of the

advice given Ray by his attor-

ney-at-the fime, Percy Fore-

gently and voluntarily given.”

Ray, 46, now serving a
99-year prison term, pleaded
guilty on March 9, 1969, to
shooting King as King stood on
the balcony of the Lorraine
Motel in Memphis on April 4,
1968.

He recanted the plea soon
afterward, claiming that Fore-
man pressured him to plead
guilty in order to enhance sales
of a book, ““He Slew the Dream-
er,”” by Alabama author Wil-
liam Bradford Huie.

The U.S. 6th Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled earlier this year
that Ray is entitled to a hear-
ing.

Foreman was assigned 60 per
cent of the royalties of Huie’s
book to cover his $150,000 legal
fee after Ray had fired his first
attorney, Arthur Hanes of Bir-
mingham, Ala. . :

They contended McRae’

should consider all aspects of

the royalty agreements, wheth-
er they, ‘‘presymed Ray

Ray’s attorneys claim that

guilty,” whkther Huie offered:
to pay a bripe if Ray would not
take the wlitness stand and’
whether a gublic trial would;
have destroyed “‘the economic!
value of Hiie’s literary and.
film rights.'

id other relevant
Mle whether Fore- |

man’s invesfigatve work was

adequate, ‘ ether the state :

Mether the defend-

¥ confinement in

man and Hui ’s pressures to .
plead guilty.” {

admit any phyki i i
but Ray’s attorheys petitioned :
to introduce numerous exhib-.
its, including desk calendar :
notes made by fhe late Crimi- -
nal Court Judgp Preston Bat- :

tle, who acceptdd Ray’s guilty ¢
plea.. } )
T —Agsoctated-Prass,
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
SA ___COLEMAN D_ GEARY III

SAC, Birmingham (44-1740)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Above case closed 10-30-73. Fdllowing bulky/bulkies

still retained:
7~

B 3
-

1-B-2 4 =7
1-B-3 .o/ .

See attached Xerox copy for description.

Please advise what disposition should be made of
above. EXPEDITE!

RJIJM:rlg
2T
/C’/QW

£

7d = 74 — 2213

SEARCHED__.___INDEXED.__.

smmmm&%ﬂm
OCT¥6197

FBI-—BIRMING

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

$010-110
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Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propertv Acquired as Evidence

FD-190 (Rev, 10-6-65)

Title and Character of Case

MURKIN

CR
00: MEMPHIS

Date Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired
15-68 Ruby Goodman, Mayfield Cleaners, 2222 Highland
4-15- Ave, Birmingham, Ala,

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same

Bulky Exhibit Room EVIDENCE

Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same

4 DRY CLEANING RECEIPT BOOKS DATED 9-1-67 TO 9-7-67, 9=11-67
té 9-15-67, 9-15-67 to 9-22-67, and 9-30-67 to 10-5-67.

A

SUBMITTED BY SA BXXEX DALY

SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date)
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Bulky Exhibit - Inventory of Propg Acquired us Evidence
CFDTIO2 (Rev. 10-6-6h) .

Title and Character of Case

MURKIN

Date Property Acquired Source From Which Property Acquired
(Sero 2012)
7-13-68 FBEI Photo Lab.

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same

Hold for E4#xx Future Reference Until
Bulky Exhibit Room afifér Subjects trial

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit

Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same

One set of 8 X 10 Photo prints of hotel and motel registrations
in Birmingham area for night of 3«29-68, These compared with names of
guests at Rebel motel, Memphis, on night of 4-3-68 but no

implications of names noted. (see ser. 2020)

SUBMITTED BY SA SNOW.

SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Date)

g

-

Field Files 44~1740~1B
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Ray victim—
of pressure,
lawyers say

+". United Press International

“MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Attor-
neys for James Earl Ray con-
tended in federal court Tues-
day that Ray’s previous law-
‘yer, Percy Foreman, told
Ray he would ‘‘barbecue’’

pleaded guilty to the slaying
‘of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
" “Ray is trying to win a new
“trial on the grounds that he
‘was pressured into saying he
killed the famed civil rights
leader, an act he now denies.
.. Bernard Fensterwald hit
“hard at Fereman, the noted
_Houston, Tex., attorney, in
his opening statement, but
then moved on to the question

"Ray’s confinement in the
‘Shelby County Jail before
“{rial rendered him incapable
“of making,a logical decision.

. -Ray is asking U. S. District
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.
to set aside his guilty plea ne-

new trial.

. Ray entered the federal
courtroom on the 11th floor of
-the Federal Office Building in
downtown Memphis at 9:30
_a.m. for the start of the hear-
. ing. The 46-year-old prisoner
wore an ill-fitting charcoal
‘gray suit and a white shirt
-buttoned at the neck with no

tie.
Once in the hearing room,

“Sratetncht. R

in the electric chair unless he}

_of whether the conditions of:

—Femsterwald saj i
:never intended to plead guilty
-to the murder of King, winner
of the Nobel Peace Prize. He
;said Ray had every inention .
“of going to trial and asserting |
his innocence in the-April 4,
1968, slaying. : :
‘‘Attorney Foreman coerc- ’
ed Ray into'a guilty plea,” !
Fensterwald said. “Foreman |
put every pressure on Ray. |
He said Ray wouldmf
(be electrocuted) if he went !
to trial. He used bribery as!
well as coercion to see that
Ray did not backslide on his'
agreement to plead guilty.”
! " Fensterwald offered no evi-
* dence the first day to back up|
. his charges against Perey.
Instead, he moved into the|
: events surrounding. Ray’s,
'stay in the Shelby County Jail |
from the time of Ray’s arrest |
in London on June 8, 1968, to {

i

"his guilty plea nine months'

.gotiated by Foreman on_ later. s |
March 10, 1969, and order a| - Fensterwald said Shelby |

County officials deprived Ray |
-6f many of his rights during |
>the time he was.in Cellblock A
‘awaiting trial. The defense :
*lawyer said he was particu- |

larly concerned that Ray’s |
-mail was copied and sent to
- prosecutors. . ;

W. Henry Haile, assistant |

- Tennessee attorney general, '

“made a brief opening state- |
~ ment for the state. He said

Ray interlaced his fingers: gimply that “as far as we are
and sat motionless as Fen-|

Sterwald made his opening|:

|
b

-concerned, the things they
se) has alleged are

: not true.”’ [L R -
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“Huie says he tried to prove
conspiracy in King murder

United Press International

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Au-
thor William Bradford Huie,
in a deposition read Thursday
in federal court, said he tried
to prove there was a conspir-
acy to kill Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. but finally concluded
James Earl Ray did it alone;
‘“toget attention.” e,

“I know and knew after
Oct. 15 (1968) nobody else was
involved (in the April 4, 1968
murder) except Ray,” said!
the author of the book ‘‘He'
Slescthe Dreamer.”

Huie’s deposition, made
Sept. 28, 1974, was read in the |
second week of a hearing in'
which Ray, who now insists
he did not pull the trigger in
the King slaying, is seeking a'
new trial. Ray contends law-

: yers Percy Foreman and Ar-!
thur Hanes Sr. pressured him :
to plead guilty to the King |
murder in order to preserve !
the value of Huie’s book. i

. P—Y |

If the contention is true, ac-
cording to Huie’s testimony
the move was spectacularly,
unsuccessful. The writer said|
his royalties for the book
through Dec. 31, 1973, totaled
only $4 461. ‘

" Huie said he had.mma-j

sons for contacting Hanes,

E———
Ray's first lawyer, and sug-'
gesting a book on the murder.
He said he wanted to find out
“what happened in the mur-!
der and who was involved”
and to help Ray raise money
forhis defense.  samiiiemt
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