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In Reply, Please Refer to

File Na.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Charlotte, North Carolina
March 4, 1977

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

On January 27, 1977, ALLEN RAY HALL, an inmate
of North Carolina Central Prison, wrote a letter to Mr, DAN
RINZEL, United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights
Division, making certain allegations regarding the
assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, On February 4,
1977, ALLEN RAY HALL was interviewed at the New Hanover
County Jail, Wilmington, North Carolina, by Special Agents
of the FBI and furnished the following information:

During a period of racial unrest in h
Morth Carolina, in 1971, ALLEN RAY HALL testified
witness against a group of defendants known as the "Wilmington
Ten" in which the subjects were convicted and sentenced to
varying prison terms, HALL has now recanted his testimony in
that trial in 1972 and has been reinterviewed on several
occasions by Special ‘gents of the FBI in which he has given
conflicting stories as to his participation in the racial
unrest in Wilmington, North Carolina, as well as allegations
against law enforcement officers who interviewed him at the
time of the "Wilmington Ten" trial.

During the interview on February &4, 1977, HALL
stated that during the period of racial unrest in Uilmington,
North Carolina, in 1971, he had been interviewed by Special
Agent BILL WALDEN, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fireams,
He stated that at the time of his conversation with WALDEN,
they also discussed the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING and
WALDEN drew him a map indicating how Dr. KING was killed and
where everyone was standing at the time of Dr. EING's assassi

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS
NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY
OF THE FBI AND IS LOAMED TO YOUR AGENCY; IT
AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED
QUTSIDE YOUR AGENCY,
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JAMES EARL RAY

HALL stated that he was later confined at
Central Prison, Raleigh, North Carolina, awaiting trial
at Wilmington, North Carnlina, He stated that while at
Central Prison, he was interviewed on several occasions by
North Carolina Central Prison Superintendent of Transportation,
STEPHEM ALBERT BERRY, and HALL alleged that BERRY apparently
found out about the sketch which had been given to him by
Special Agent BILL WALDEN of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms Division, and that BERRY came to his cell at
Central Prison and requested that HALL give him the sketch.
HALL stated he told BERRY he did not have the sketch and
then BERRY searched his cell and found it. According to HALL,
BERRY then stated that JAMES EARL RAY had been gotten out
of the country, and the same method could be used to get him
(HALL) out of the country. From this statement, HALL alleged
that he assumed BERRY had some lmowledgze of the KING murder,
and believed that BERRY might be somehow invelwved in the murder.

HALL further stated that during an interview on
February 9, 1977, that North Carolina Central Prison Superintendent
of Transportation, STEPHEN ALBERT BERRY, told him that he, BERRY,
was a member of the u Klux Klan and they, BERRY and other
prison officials, would help him the same way "they' helped
JAMES EARL RAY when he killed MARTIN LUTHER KING,

STEPHEN ALBERT BERRY on interview on February 8, 1977,
stated his job at Central Prison is to review all grievances
filed by the inmates at Central Prison. BERRY stated that HALL's
most recent incarceration at Central Prison was on December 7,
1976, BERRY stated that he estimates HALL has filed between
ten and fifteen grievances since the above date which referred
to alleged threats or mistreatment against him, and these
grievances have been investigated and have failed to substantiate
that HALL was ever threatened or mistreated. BERRY stated HALL
has accused him of being a member of the Ku Klux Klan and also
alleged that BERRY said that when Dr. KING was killed, they did
not get the right man and that it would be the same way with him;
they would have him killed and put the blame on a white inmate
at Central Prison.

HALL's most recent allegation at Meorth Central Prison
is that attempts are being made on his life by putting razor
blades in his prison food.
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CE 44-1365

ADMINIST RATIVE:

By teletype to the Bureau, dated 1/28/77, Memphis
advised the OTIS MOORE referred to appears to be identical
with OTIS HUMPHREY MOORE, born 12/23/27. at Elaine, Arkansas
a white male, Army serial number RA SSAN

who on 5/15/76, in part related that in s while drinking

in a bar in Temple, Texas, MOORE was engaged in conversation

by two unknown males who offered MOORE $50,000.00 to assassinate
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. One of those present was identified

by MOORE as 'h multi-millionaire lawyexr from Dallas".
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