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/hoKilled Dr.King?
Memphis Talks but
[Doesn 't Know|

E——
By SAM GIAIMO, Press Staff Writer \

MEMPHIS—There is no more curfew in Memphis to-
day. You can buy liquor. You can buy guns and ammuni-
tion. And you can buy rumors, a dime a dozen, about
the assassin who killed Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

But you can’t buy any facts from investigators. They
simply don’t know who the killer is.

I stood at the bathroom window in the flophouse
from which the sniper fired his lethal shot one week ago |
today. I stepped out onto the motel balcony, still draped
with floral wreaths, where Dr. King fell in agony.

I interviewed Police and Fire Director Frank Holloman.

And 1 walked around Memphis, talking with people,
white and black. A4  THE CLEVELAND

- PRESS
(Cleveland, Ohio)

But I learned only two new facts.

THE BULLET THAT KILLED King was a dum-dum
kype, soft, tearing a gaping hole, shattering against

pones. — Date: 4/11/68
A CARTRIDGE CASING Wa% found in the flophou Bz FINAL
bathroom, which gives the FBI something to test to see | Author:
if it was f1red from the 30-caliber Remington rifle fountl Editor: -
in a Browning Automatic Arms Co. box on the 51de-‘ il THOS. L. Boﬁiﬁ

walk near the flophouse. ! \

In the absence of facts about the investigation rumors
are flying thick and fast among the Memphis citizenry. Character:
I found little feeling of outrage about the assassination
of the civil rights leader. I found more a sense of regret
that it had to happen in Memphis of all places.

or

Classification:

Submitting Office: CTRVELAND

ONE RUMOR IS THAT the killing was an elaborate [ Being Inveanmed :

conspiracy, that the Kkiller clique even put out false

~

police radio broadcasts to confuse police after the YUY~ S é SA ide B 28
shooting. \ qgm—q. Do s THOEKEY _’ -

A story that a police lieutenant saw a white Mustang SERIALILED. Aetilnnf ’“”
being chased by a blue Pontiac northeast of town and APR 19 10¢ 0
that the Mustang was seen near the flophouse has now BB o= c..r.vELA.w
been enlarged to a report that there were two white |
Mustangs racing from he-seene. M

v
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b (R0, 1%
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I THOUGHT IT MUST ‘have.been.'a ‘eool, calm,
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Identity Not Certain
on Dr. King's Killer

By SAM GIAIMO, Press Staff Writer 4
MEMPHIS—The identity of the sniper who assassinated ‘1
Dr. Martin Luther King is probably not known.

This frustrating belief emerged today as an almost |
rtainty after close scrutiny of the direction the King
slaying investigation has taken since he was shot tf

¥

|
ath on a Memphis motel balcony. |
It has now been six days since the assassination and-

NO NAME of a suspect has been announced to ask
the public for help in the manhunt. :

NO PHOTOGRAPH of any suspect has been published,
no background facts about his life or possible where-l
\

i

abouts have been released. 3

NO FUGITIVE WARRANT has been issued or even re-
quested, say two U. S. commissioners in Memphis. |

SOME $100,000 reward money pleadged by Scripps-
Howard Newspapers @md tire"City of Memphis has so far
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..d’rawn and veiled by secrecy. The helief
‘Wwas that it had been put out by mistake,
' Plematurely.

HE WHITE MUSTANG, bearing 1968
bama license 1-38993 and two 1967
Mexico tourist stickers on its windows,
~Wwas found in a parking lot,

-

Several residents had noticed it thére
since last Friday morning,

That was at 7:30 a. m., some 13 hours
after Dr. King was shot. It is 382 miles
from Memphis to Atlanta.

Mrs. Ernest Payne, said she saw a “nice
looking” man get out of it and walk away.
She said he was 5 feet, 10 inches tall and
had sandy hair,

“He was carrying a little black book in
his hand,” she said.

~ The car floor was covered with red
mud and cigarets, it was reported. The
car was fowed into the FBI's headquarters
and hidden away there. It was learned it
‘Wwas not reported stolen, hy Galt or any-
one else.

- The car license was quickly traced to
Galt, ' '

E HAD BOUGHT the 1966 white Mus-
tang last Aug. 30 second-hand from a man
narped William Paisley in Birmingham.
Hedgave 2608 Highland Ave. as his ad-
dress.

Paisley told newspapermen the FRBI
had ordered him not to discuss the tran
action with anyone.

On Sept. 6 Galt took his drive
license test at which time he gave
same name and address, listed himself
as an unemployed merchant seaman.
He gave his hirth date as July 20, 1931,
his weight as 175 pounds, his height as
5 feet, 11 inches, his eyes blue, his hair
dark.

The Highland address is a rooming
house. The manager said no one by the
name of Galt had lived there for at least
eight months. . ‘

One tenant said he vaguely remem-
bered a man named Galt once living there
but he couldn't recall anything special
about him.

- AT THE BIRMINGHAM sporting
goods store, FBI agents questioned
clerks for a description of whoever had
bought the Remington rifle that had
been traced there through its serial num-
ber. The clerks were sworn to secrecy.

There is some feeling among Birming-
ham police that the clues—the car, the
Galt connection, even the rifle, may have
been “plants” to mislead investigators.
There was nothing to confirm this.

MERCHANT MARiNE records were
being combed for possible leads fhat
might take the FBI to Galt. ' )

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




KING SLAYING SUSPECT—Here are two sketches
of the suspected killer of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. that are being distributed by investigators to help
them in their manhunt. The profile sketch
nlkde by a Memphis CommercialAppeal artist frpm
\Q'messes‘ descriptions. The other was made
b

xico police who have been asked by the FBI|to
on the lookout for the fugitive.

CAR| LEADS fBI Td SUSPECT’S TRAIL — This i fh cdormite KatL kR B
mindham, Ala,, the address of which was given by sérice‘d':l?.m I(l?Pllqo".ggre;':EoEg).

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

FBI Hunt for Assassin
Is Stronger, Still Silent

ATLANTA — (UP) —Fed-
eral agents, intensifying the
largest manhunt in FBI his-
tory, today maintained strin-

lent silence as they followed
? cold trail in the hunt for

e sniper assassin of Dr.

#artin Luther King Jr.

The hunt for elusive Eric
Starvo Galt continues, al-
though there is no warrant
outstanding for the seaman.

Galt, if that is his real

name, appears to hold the
key to the investigation. His
car was impounded last week
after it was found abandoned
in a housing project here.
The car answered the de-
scription of one seen near

King’s Memphis, Tenn., mo-
tel about the time the Nobel
Peace Prize winner leader
was shot to death,

Galt apparently took fa
room in Birmingham I¢st
fall, but has not been sefn
by neighbors recently. He
said he was an unemployed
merchant seaman when he
applied for an Alabama driv-
er’s license.

The murder weapon, a
0.06-caliber Remington auto-
atic rifle, is believed to
ve been purchased in Birm-
ihgham shortly before the
aying.

FBI agents are known to
be checking a theory there
might have been more than
one person involved in
King’s death. Several wit-
nesses reported seeing two
white Mustangs outside the

flophouse from which th
fatal shot was.fired . N
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Investigators Fear Galt,
King Suspect, Is a Fake,

ATLANTA—(UP)—Indications mounted today that th
most wanted man in the nation, Eric Starvo Galt, nevi
actually existed but was carefully contrived months be- \
fore Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated. ]

\

Authorities pressed their search—without a warrant—
fijr the man, but indicated they feared Galt may be a

ind set up to hamper the search for the killer, or kill-
ers, of King. It was learned that investigators have been
unable to trace his existence beyond last summer, and
have pointed out that it is wirtuellyimpossible for a per-
son to leave so few traces.|
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Sketch Shows How King Killer

C/Luld Have Evaded Police

By SAM GIAIMO, Press Staff Writer

MEMPHIS — How Dr. M artin Luther
King Jr. could have heen shot before the
eyes of the cordon of police guarding
him and how the killer got away is better
understood by studying the accompany-
ing diagram.

The assassin, who obviously knew that
Dr. King was registered in Room 306 at
the Lorraine Motel on Mulberry St.,
rented Room 5 in a flophouse on South
Main St., the next block over, at 3:15 p. m.
on Apr. 4—Assassination Day.

This placed the sniper outside the po-
lice cordon. They were not on South Main
St. because they couldn’t see the motel
from there They were in strategic spots
along Mulberry St. with the assassin over-
looking their activities—f{rom outside the
police ring.

The window of the bathroom adjoining
his bedroom gave the assassin an unob-
structed view—across the flophouse’s

debris-littered yard, down a slope, across

Mulberry St., across the motel parking
area—of the halcony outside Dr. King’s
mote] room.

A [CLEAR VIEW, slightly from above
‘becatise of the sloping terrain.

To his right the sniper could see a fire

! |
station. Police guards were in there.
There are hushes near the station. There
may have been an officer using them as ‘
a screen. :

To the killer’s left was the main en-
trance of the motel. Police were there,
too. All police attention was concentrated
on Dr. King’s motel door and balcony.

So was the sniper’s.

AFTER PAYING FOR HIS room he had
gone to his car or wherever else he had
put the rifle, carrying it back in a hox.

He pulled a chair up to the bathroom

" window, sat down and began his deadly

vigil.
His shot rang out at 6:01 p. m. The
shot drew police from their stations |

toward the balcony, their backs to the
flophouse. ;

THE KILLER REPLACED his 30-cali-
ber Remington rifle in the hox, went
downstairs and out the flophouse door
onto South Main St. \

He had a block between him and fthe
motel. He was shielded by buildings. He
didn’t have to run. He turned to his
left, dropped the rifle and a small pag
of clothes on the sidewalk and continued
on to his car.

Within seconds he was gone.

w“
|
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HOW ASSASSIN ESCAPED — Artist's drawing of the assassination scene
shows how police guarding Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. were concen-
trafled along Mulberry St., mainly at a fire station. This gave the killer a
chahce to fire his deadly shot from a bathroom window at the rear of § flop-
hodse (cutaway building at left) on South Main St. and walk out infp the
open on South Main, a block away from where police were concentlated.
Parked cars Al and B were reported to be Mustangs, one of which the
assassin may have used to get away.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

1  THE PLAIN DEALER
— (Cleveland, Ohio)

Date:
Edition: g{%i{sa

Author:

Editor: THOMAWAIL

Title:

Character:
or

Classification:

Submitting Office: CIEVELAND

[] Being Investigated
4

2y~ 5252l DY)

SEARC

seanvzzo__Jriien L2
APR1 6 1973

FBi — CLEVELAND /
Tl

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-250 (Rev., 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

)wjj-‘(s

(b
Ql B ﬂ\hj,}\\’ \\) /l.Z}L

From Wire Reports

; BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A fugitive warrant charg ng
Erfc Starvo Galt, described as a 36-year-old ‘“loner,” with
copspiracy in the murder of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jrf was issued here yesterday by the FBI. _

This was revealed in Washington by Atty. Gen. Ram-
sey Clark in the first official confirmation that Dr. King’s
death in Memphis April 4 may have been the result of a
conspiracy. Shortly after the murder, Clark said it was the
act of one man, acting alone. Vi

Five hours after the FBI announcement, Galt was ‘i.*f;
charged with first-degree murder in Memphis in a state
warrant. Tennessee has the death penalty.

The FBI released two photographs of Galt in what ap-
red to be a bartender’s uniform. The suspect Yas

pe

idehtified as. Galt, “also known as Haxvey Lawmver nd
John Willard.” .

THE FBI CHARGED that the conspiracy was hatched
in Birmingham belween Galt and a mdn he described as
his brother.

Joe Gamble, special agent in charge of the FBI here,
declined to comment on \\helhel the FBI was any closer
now to an arrest.

The FBI had named Galt in a lookout bulletin last
week in Florida but withdrew the bulletin four hours
lateg, saying it had been released in error.

he FBI said a warrant was issued in Birmingham
on fhe basis of an FBI complaint which charged that
Galt “and an individual whom he alleged to be [his
brother, enteyed into a conspiracy” which began around

o3

v .1?' , 5
’%,[ ’/J""/
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hot King,

does not resemblel the

from which the sniper is helieved tn have <

i ine ¥l phologreph of Gait
leaving the scene after the shooting “un-

a wig or had a face lift or scime-

Mman he saw
less he was wearing
thing.”

o Stevens contributed to the description used in unof-
ficial composite drawings of the alleged assassin. The
I'BI released two photos: one showing Galt with eyes
closed, the other with eves firm\'n in by an FBI artist.

hibit of occasionally pulling at an ear lobe with hi
hand. His left ear protrudes‘ further from his head than
his right ear.”

THE FBI STATEMENT said Galt. on or about March
30. bought a rifle at Birmingham. The bureau did not
say specifically that this was the rifle that killed Dr.
King.
But the statement said, “a 30.06 rifle equipped with
a telescopic site was found near a rooming house on
S. Main Street in Memphis immediately after the fatal
shooting of Dr. King occurred.” The rooming house over-
looks the Lorraine Hotel and Motel where Dr., King was
staying. _

FBI agents have determined that the rifle was pur-
chased from a Birmingham gun dealer March 30. The
sight also was said to have been bought from the same
dealer, whom the FBI did not identify.

(Sources close to investigators in Memphis said that
Memphis police had almost run Galt down as they pro-
ceeded to the murder scene there, the New York Times
reported.)

HE FBI SAID GALT owns a 1966 white Mustang
with [Alabama license plates which was found abaridoned
in Aflanta, Ga., April 11. It was bought from a private

citizqn in Birmingham last Aug. 30.
1 The car’s odometer showed it had been driven more
than 19,000 miles between late August, 1967, and early
April, 1968. . ‘

The FBI said “Galt’s travel in the Mustang included
trips to Los Angeles, Calif., New Orleans, La., Birming-
ham, Ala., and Mexico as well as to Memphis, Tenn.,
and Atlanta, Ga. Galt was reported to have been in
Memphis on April 3 and 4, 1968, and to have departed
from there for Atlanta.”

THE FBI ALSO SAID its investigation had disclosed
these facts:

| The FBI said “the fugitiye is said to have a nervous
41eu |

° Galt has said he was employed as a cook on Missis- \

sippi river vessels and as a merchant seaman.

® He is said to be an avid danced and took dancing

lessons in New Orleans in 1964 and 1965, in Birmingham

during September and October, 1967. and in Long Beach,

Calif., from December, 1967, to February, 1968.

. Galt left Los Angeles last Dec. 15 and drove his

Mustang to New Orleans where he has said he contact-
either an engineering or a contracting firm. He/[left

there Dec. 19 and arrived in Los Angeles Dec, 21,

i While in the Los Angeles area early this year, (zalt

tdpk a course at a bartending school and wasg graduated

March 2.

/

AN FBI DESCRIPTION
of l}alt said persons who
have met him ‘‘describe
him ;s a loner and state his
language and diction have
a rural quality and suggest
that he probably does not
have a high degree of edu-
cation, He is said to drink
alcoholic beverages and has
a preference for vodka and
beer. He is a fan of West-
ern and country music."

The bureau warned that
“Galt should be considered
armed and dangerous,” and
any information concerning
him should be furnished
immediately to the FBI.

The FBI gave no fur-
ther identification of the
man Galt has alleged to be
his brother, would not say
where it obtained the photo-
graph, and would not dis-

- close in what connection

Galt used the Lowmyer
alias. ]

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

DIDN'T SEE HIM—Charles
Q. Stevens, whose de-
scription of Dr, King's al-
leged assassin played an
important part in a news-
paper sketch, said the pic-
ture released by the FBI
was “'not the man I gaw.”
Stevens lives in the room-
ing house from whi

fatal bullet was fired.
AP Wirephoto
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CHAﬂGED—The FBI released this photograrh,
‘which it identified as Eric Starvo Galt, whon:L't

=

charged with conspiracy in the slaying of Rqv.
Df. Martin Luther King Jr. The FBI said the eyps
‘were drawn in by an FBI artist because the eyes
were closed in the original picture. AR WIEENOLD
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~ Galt and Who
Is-His "Brother"?

By THOMAS TALBURT, Scrlpps-Howard Writer

,, WASHINGTON — The FBI has fleshed in the phantgm
figure of Eric Starvo Galt, who is charged with conspiragy
ﬁhe assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

ﬁa—But in filing a warrant for Galt’s arrest in Birmingham \
Ala the FBI left unanswered these key questions in the

aqvhere is Galt and what role did his “brother” play? |
]
m*rhe FBI complaint says only that Galt “and an individ-
al whom he alleged to be his brother" entered into a
aonsplracy against King.

...Where did the FBI obtain its information about Galt
‘and where did it get the pictures of him it released last
°ﬁ ght"

_;Attorney General Ramsey Clark described Galt as 36
ug!ears old, white, a neat dresser, a man of apparently

ited educatlon with a preference for vodka and beer,
md Western and country music.

e has a nervous habit of occasionally pullmg at an ear
e with his hand, Clark reported, and persons who have
et Galt described him as a loner.

_He wears his brown hair in a brush cut, has a “straight
‘and narrow” nose. He is said to be an avid dancer a d |
tapk dancing lessons in New Orleans, Birmingham afid
Long Beach, Calif.,, at intervals between 1964 and Febiju-
ary of this year.
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He has told people he has been employed as a cook on
Mississippi River vessels and as a merchant seaman. He
had attended a school for bartenders in Los Angeles early
this year and was graduated Mar. 2.

he FBI says the conspiracy continued unti
abiput Apr. 5 — the day after King was shot on a emphis
motel balcony. This appeared to suggest that Gagt’s un-
identified “brother” may have assisted in his getaway by
acting as a decoy or leaving false leads for police after
King was shot.

While FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said a rifle with
telescopic sight was found near the rooming house from
which King’s assassin fired the fatal shot, the FBI did not
specifically identify the rifle as the murder weapon. ;

Vilewed as the most intriguing aspect of the case now
is tHe emergence of the suspected conspirator Galt obyi-
ousty told someone was his brother.,

’

Soon after King’s murder, Clark said it appeared to be
the work of one man and virtually ruled out a conspiracy.

The complaint against Galt specifically charges Galt

‘ind the “brother” with conspiring to injure, ,gppress,‘

reaten, or intimidate King in his right to trav
om state to state. A

*only-;
n, but

Justice Department officials said this law carri
10-year prison sentence and $5000 fine on convict

- noted Clark has indicated that when King’s slayer is

found he would be tiurned over to Tennessee authoxjitigs
for trial on a murder charge. i Wl
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_BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — (UP) — F 1
soprces indicated today that the “alleged
brpther” of Eric Starvo Galt may be
their custody, helping them search for t

n accused of slaying Dr. Martin Luther

King Jr. ‘
. The FBI also apparently had reason to E CLEVELAND \
believe that Galt, a mysterious graduate &’II"II}{T*‘,S g
bartender with a rural accent and several s
aliases, may have returned to Birmingham (Cleveland ’ Ohio )
after disappearing in Atlanta.

In Washington, an FBI spokesman de- Date: LL-18-68
nied the FBI had any one in custody. | Edition: FLNAL

Author:

A SOURCE IN THE FBI here said that aie THOMAS BOARDMAN
after Galt purchased a gun at a Birming- i
ham sporting goods store about a week Titlet

before King was killed, he took it to the “ [
man he said was his brother. |

His brother, the source said, told him Chazcates:
“that’s not the gun we need.” The source or
refused to say whether the knowledge of | Classification:
‘this conversation meant that the unnamed Submitting Office: OLEVELAND

second man in the alleged conspiracy was i

in their CUStOdy. E]P_e‘ing Inv;sti ted

4
A check of rooming house operators in | s/"‘ -
irmingham revealed that within the pest| SEARCHED..... 000000 INDEXED . ..ovvvirivnnns
three days, FBI agents have been makijg SERIALIZED £77 N FILED o
the rounds asking them if a man answer- PR 9 1087

ifg Galt’s description had stayed wi

them in the past two weeks. Bjc— CLEVELAND-—

L
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Sought in Dr.

Eric Starvo Galt ]

King's assassination.

THE FBI CHARGED GALT in a war
rant yesterday with conspiring to violat
thie civil rights of King, slain by a sniper
in Memphis Apr. 4. Memphis police later
filed a murder charge against Galt. Only|
the FBI warrant mentioned the alleged
brother, and it did not include him iq the
clfarge. !

he FBI also released a photogr‘ph.

‘of’Galt, 36, described as a loner witl a
“rural quality” in his voice. There was
immediate conflict or uncertainty among
witnesses who said they had seen Galt.

“NO, THAT’S NOT HIM,” said Peter,
Chérpes, operator of a rooming house’

where Galt stayed from Aug. 26 to Oct.
7, fo67. ' i

I can’t be sure,” said Percy Strick-
latd, a roomer at the house.

The woman who runs the Memphis
flophouse from where the killer shot
King as the Negro leader stood on his
motel balcony also was undecided about
the picture.

- “T just don’t know if it’s him,” said
Mrs. Bessie Brewer.

In Atlanta, the cab driver who reported
driving Galt from a hippie neighborhood
the night after King was slain said the
FBI photograph “doesn’t resemble” his
passenger.

“The man was younger and had shorter
hair and a thinner face,” the driver said.

But the FBI insisted the picture was
of Galt. “It’s him, all right,” said Joseph
H. Gamble, agent in charge of the Bir-
mingham FBI office. He said the photo-

| graph was taken’this year, “in March, I
think.

IN

; MPHIS, WILLIE GREENE, an at-
i tenda

at a service station about three

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

blocks from where King was shot, said
yesterday he remembered a nervousftaan
using a telephone outside his statio} the
day of the slaying. it |
Shown the FBI picture of Galt, Gi Q‘ne
exclaimed: “That’s him.f” AT Gl ‘
Greene said the man apparently tried
to make a call and didn’t succeed. :
“He was nervous. He kept walking up |
and down the street. It was right about
the time Dr. King was killed and he kept

- pacing up and down the street until we

closed with the curfew.” King was killed
at 6:01 p. m, CST. The curfew began at
7 p. m. i 4 , p

The FBI issued two pictures of Galt,
also known as Harvey Lowmyer and John
Willard. Galt’s eyes were closed in one
photo. The other featured eyes sketched
in by an FBI artist.

THE FBI CHARGED that Galt and an
individual “whom he alleged to be his
brother entered into a conspiracy” to
harm King, and Galt purchased a rifle in
Birmingham about Mar. 30. '

A 30.06-caliber Remington pum;

with a telescope sight was found| near
traced the weapon to a Birmingham jsport-
the Memphis flophouse and FBI ggents
ing goods store where records showed: it
was sold to Galt.
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‘Theft Began Ray’s Crime Cara.,

Times/Washington Post Service

[LOS ANGELES — Th
Hminal career of James
'Ear] Ray, suspected of kill-

ing Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
down-

King Jr. began in
town Los Angeles early on

an October evening 18 years‘

ago.
He fried to steal a type-
writer from the third floor
office of the F'orum Cafe-
teria.

The assistant manager .

caught him in the act and
scuffled with him, but Ray
got away—not for long,
however.

AS HE FLED across a .
parking lot, an attendant

heard the assistant man-
ager’s cries and grabbed

y.

The two struggled. Ray
broke free, but a bank sav-
ings book and his Army
disgharge papers fell to the
pavpment from his torn
shir} pocket. Ray was ar-
| restpd four days later, on

Oct?11, 1949,

Ray was given 90 days in
the county jail and placed
on two years probation by
Superior Judge W, Turney
Fox, now retired. '

Fox's Ieniency was ‘based
on the report of Deputy
County Probation Officer
Herbert W, Audit and the
plea of Deputy Public De-
fender Richard S. Buckley.
Buckley represented Ray,
who was unemployed at the
time and broke.

Buckley, now chief public
defender, in appealing for
probation on Dec. 30, 1949,
said:

. « « I FEEL he not only
is eligible for probation but

' that he is a fit subject for

probation . . . This man is
in a position to stand on his
own feet, and apparently
has done so for a period of
time . . .

‘““He apparently is thrifty,
acquired some savings and
also did fairly well in the

Army. In view of these cir- ;

cumstances, I feel he is a
good risk on probation . . .”

Audit, the probation of-
ficer, had noted that Ray
‘“‘spends much time on dates
with girls” and admitted to
‘“‘occasional excessive use of
intoxicants.”

Audit also observed that
Ray appeared to be of nor-
mal intelligence, was a Ro-
man Catholic but did not
attend church, attended
movies two or three times

‘a week and “likes to read
magazines and common or-

dinary books.”

- Ray, who had been in Los |

Angeles only two days when
he got into the trouble at

the cafeferi the oldest
boy in a family of three,
Audit reported to Judge Fox.

The probation report also
disclosed that: .

HE WAS reared by his

parents in Alton and Quincy,

Ill., across the Mississippi -

River from St. Louis.

His father, Gordon, died
in 1946, by which time
young Ray had quit high
school in Ewing, Mo., across
the river from his home.
He got only as far as the
ninth grade.

Ray joined the Army Feb
19, 1946, got a general dis-
charge—still a private—on
Dec. 23, 1948.

He spent most of that time
in Germany, and during
part of his service career
there he was assigned to the
military police.

After his discharge, he-

apparently lived at home on
his serviceman’s readjust-
ment pay, and when that
ran out moved to Chicago
where he got a $55-a-week
job oﬁexaﬁgl mold in a |
rubber plant, while attend- |
ing a television repair
school five nights a week.

'HE WAS laid off work in
‘September, 1949. He re-°
mained in Chicago only a
few days before heading for
Los Angeles iy

He denied that he had en- |
tered the cafeteria here to
‘steal. He claimed he had at-
tended a downtown mov.le
earlier, then had clin
fire escape into
rum’s third-floor. ofﬁ e be-
cause: - 4

ST guess maybe I had
some beers or * something.”

YY-56 B /;/)/(/ /.f 54
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By ALAN HORTON

\I talked to a 3l-year-old West Sider who, for i\our
years, was in Missouri State Pen Cell 187. L

James Earl Ray, the alleged assassin of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., was in Cell 191, some 10 feet {from 187.

The West Sider is in (rouble with the law again. That’s
Tow I found out about his connection with Missouri .\State
rison. ; A
17“1 guess I knew Jimmy Ray as well as any rf.lan, ‘{the
West Sider said between drags on 2 smoke. T rerted
him books in prison. One of the books he got from me

- 1 o > ]
was Ian Fleming’s ‘On Her Majesty's Secret Service.

- ; PEC-
“In that, Bronst Stavro Blofeld was the head of S '
TRE. I also rented him Agn Rand's ‘Atlas ShruggI.

John Galt is in that.”
ic

IS IT COINCIDENCE that Ray used the alias E
Starvo Galt to throw the FBI of his trail? -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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“We each worked in the food service in prison,” the
West Sider continued. “I was the second cook. He was
rasponsible for slicing bread for each meal. He had a

pass to the kitchen anytime. We were thrown together.
I got to know him real well.

“T had 200 or 300 books in my cell. I sold and rented
them. Mostly he read sex stories and I kept him supplied.
And he read that Prussian philsopher, Friedrich Nietz-
sche. He believed in Nietzsche's superman. Might ma.‘ics
right, he said, and nothing is wrong as long as theke’s
satisfaction for the inner man. 4

“THE WHOLE PRISON was segregated. He was one
of those who thought Negroes should be kept separated.

“Ie was the original lone wolf. But no matier what
youralked about or where you'd been, he knew it or J‘l.e'd

beén there. He had a little funny smile‘always—hks'. the
Mopa Lisa. It

“He was very introverted and personally clean. He
said he didn't have any people but he got mail once in a
while. He worked three hours a day and the rest of the
time he read or hung by himself in the prison yard.

“He was addicted mentally to stimulants, ampheta-
mines — not the pills but the powder. He got it the
way you get anything you're not supposed to get in
prison and he injected it.

“BECAUSE OF THIS, he didn’t eat — no. appetite —
and he was thin, about 150 pounds. I know he was a
paranoid. Never mind what the prison psychiatrist said.

“His eyes were weaker than the ones in the FBI photo.
Kind of foggy. He was always pulling on his big left
ear with his left hand. Like he was nervous all the time.
He had a high-pitched voice but he was very even-tem-
pered. He was smart and cool and he didn’t trust any-
body.”

RAY, THE ADMIRER OF SUPERMEN, may have been
friendly to the West Sider because of his muscular ap-
pearance. He is nearly 6 feet tall and weighs 240
pounds.

<ne year ago today 40-year-old James Earl Ray
escaped from the Missouri prison in a bread box. He }fzad
been s¢rving a 20-year sentence on habitual criminal iind
armed [robbery charges.

The West Sider is out on hond on a carrying con-
cealed weapon charge. He told the FBI what he knows
. about Ray.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ing Suspec
Fle d prl son | ‘ LU

in Breadbox ‘

By Press-Chicago Sun-Times Wire ‘

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—James Earl Ray, suspected S
slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, escap.d from the‘
Missouri State Prison 51 weeks ago by hiding in a bread-
box aboard a truck. |

The warden of the prison in Jefferson City, Harold
Swenson, said Ray worked in the prison food service
puilding; thus Ray had access to trucks that delivered |

bread baked at the prison to prison farms outside.
\
Al THE CLEVELAND

The warden said Ray apparently curled up in one of‘
the large wooden bread boxes in which the bread was PRESS

carried and covered himself with loaves. The box was
loaded into the back of the truck and driven outside.‘ (Cleveland, Ont O)

He apparently crawled out of the box and jumped

l

from the truck before it made its delivery to a farm. Date: N /20 /68

The nation-wide manhunt for Ray seems to be an ap- Lot on: FINAL

propriate development in a life filled with trouble, Author:

crime and running. . ‘ Editer: MHOS ., L. BOARDMAN |
The man accused of killing, or at least conspiring to ey ‘

kill King is described by the FBI as a loner and a drift-

er, not unlike Richard Franklin Speck and Lee Harvey“

OSWald § “ Character:

And like Speck and Oswald, murder appears to be the or ‘
vehicle Ray used to pull himself out of obscurity. ‘ Classification: \
_FBI agents said Ray, 40, was identified through fin- Submitting Office: T RYVRTLAND

gllrprints after a 15-day check of the prints of more [[] Being Investigated
thfan 53,000 wanted criminals in FBI files. "

[ i e LA W — g #F
THE PRINTS, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said in LS/E _«5 z v 1\ ]
ashington, pr(;ve “that Galt and Ray are identicalj < / ( > s / =

p - ARCHED ——ANDEAED k. |
Turn to Page A 2 - | SERIALZEp " FILED. L2 = |
‘ APR2 2 1968
FBl—CLEVELAND

T [y ]
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E caped Prison in Bread Box

(Continued From Page One)

Hoover's announcement
yesterday came as sources
close to the investigation in-
to King’'s slaying theorized
the name Eric Starvo Galt
may have been a code name
for the murder of King at
Memphis, Tenn., Apr. 4.

The name appears in too
many scattered places at
about the same time under
varying descriptions of its
user to be one man, these
sources said,

U. S. and Mexican officials
were reported to be huntmg
“unofficially” for Ray in
Mexico, where rumors have
spread of his presence in the
past two weeks. An  FBI
alert has been issued in
Southeast California, near
Arizona and Mexico, for a
man fitting Ray’s descrip-
tion.

The FBI said Ray had as-
sumed such aliases as Galt,
Haryey Lowmeyer, John Wil-
lard, James McBride, James
Walton, W. C. Herron and
Jamgp O’Conner.

Tl-i MAN who checked
into o rooming house from

sniper registered as John
Willard.

Authorities said Ray, born
in Alton, Ill., had a criminal
record dating to 1949 and
was serving a 20-year,
habitual criminal sentence
for armed robbery and auto-

- mobile theft at the Missouri *

State Prison at Jefferson
City when he escaped Apr.
23, 1967,

Warden Swenson said a
1966 mental examination
showed Ray had no person-
ality troubles or adjustment
difficulties not common to
confined men. “He was an
evasive type person,” said
Swenson. “I don’t think any-
body either liked him or dis-
liked him.”

Probation records in Los
Angeles, where he served a
County Jail term for burgla-
ry, showed that Ray, eldest
of three sons, quit school in
Ewing, Mo., in ninth grade.

“I didn’t want to go any-
more,” he tcld a probation
officer who described Ray
as “a Catholic who did not
attend church services.”

HE DRIFTED for several

where King was shot by a _

‘company. He went to Los

years, once workmg jas a
77-cents-an-hour laborer in
a Hartford, III., shoe com-
pany, and joined the Army
in 1946. He spent two years
and four months in Germany
as an infantryman and mili-
tary policeman and received
a general discharge in 1948
due to ineptness and a lack
of adaptability for military
service. He received a three-
month sentence in the Army

for being drunk and break-

ing arrest.

He was unemployed until
1949, when he held a job
briefly in a Chicago rubber

Angeles and his trouble with
the law began. In addition to
his jail term, he was con-
victed of armed robbery in
Chicago in 1952 and forgmg
U. S. postal orders in st-
souri in 1955.

The FBI said Ray was 5
feet 10 and weighs about 163
to 174 pounds, with blue
eyes and brown hair. Hq has
a small scar in the center of
his forehead and a scar en
the palm of his right hg 1d.

“Ray should be consides d‘
armed and extremely dan, r-{
ous,” the FBI said. )

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ASHINGTON — (UP) —
FBI appealed on na-
tional television last night
for any information regard-
ing fugitive James Earl Ray,
charged with conspiracy and
murder in the slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

The FBI said Ray, alias
Eric Starvo Galt, was armed
and “must be considered ex-
tremely dangerous.”

A picture of Ray accom-

panied the appeal at the
end of the television pro-
gram, “The FBL”

LIER the FBI had said

the pearch for Ray “is going
alo with all possible
vig_ g " Ray, 40, is a 1967

| Asks Help in Search for Ray,

escapee from the Missouri
State Prison.

Ray was established
through FBI fingerprints as
the elusive Galt, sought since
shortly after King was shot
at a motel in Memphis,
Tenn., Apr. 4. Ray also used
several other alias, the FBI
said, including John Willard,
the name on the register of
a rooming house from where
the fatal shot was fired.

THE COMMERCIAL Ap-
peal, a Memphis newspaper,
said yesterday a 1966 psychi-
atric report on Ray by the
Missouri State Hospital noted
that “we didn’t find anything
to indicate he was a killer or
had tendencies to kill.”

hospital superintendent,dwas
quoted as saying of Ray:

“He was rather reserved,
but we didn’t find anything
unusual. There was nothmgw
in his mental makeup to in-
dicate anything but a (ha-
bitual) criminal whose
crimes were all associated
with money.”

|

Ray was serving a 20-year
sentence for armed robbery
and automobile theft when
he escaped the prison at Jef-
ferson City, Mo., Apr. 23,
1967, by hiding in a bfead
truck. His record alsq| in-
cluded sentences for buigla-
ry and theft of U, S. pystal
checks. E
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Trailing an Assassin

After a painfully slow start, U. S. law-
men seem to be drawing the threads to-
gether in the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King. The FBI announced it is
seeking James Earl Ray, alias several otljer
things.

Raly is a misfit with a long record, includ-
ing Some chapters of violence. He is just
now thought to be in the Southwest or
Mexico, on the lam. The nation hopes the
FBI is successful in catching Ray quickly,

ing can go into the record.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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GALT IS A

| (Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Al THE CLEVELAND
= PRESS
(Cleveland, Ohio) |

WASHINGTON—(UPI)—The F
btarvo Galt, sought in the slaying of Dr. Martin Luthe

]‘ ing Jr., as James Ear] Ray, an escapee from the Mig- Date: 4/19/68
Spuri State Penitentiary. \ Edition: FINAL
FBI Director J. “Edgar Hoover said a check of finger- Auther:

BI today identified Eri

prints uncovered in the case against the prints of more

EditerpHOS | L, BOARDMAN
than 53,000 persons led to the determination “that Galt

Title:
and Ray are identical.”
Hoover said Ray, 40, was reported missing from the
penitentiary at Jefferson City Apr. 23, 1967. He had Character:
been serving a 20-year sentence for armed robbery. or
\ g ] ( Classification:
As Galt, Ray has been the object of a cross-countr ; ]
earch which extended into Mexico, He js accused / Submitting Office: OTRYVELAND

onspiracy and murder in the assassination of King j

. Being Investigated
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e FBI, in a warrant issued earlier this week, charged
and an “alleged brother” with conspiracy in King’s

G'a]“
ing.

slay
e FBI obtained a photograph apparently taken at
the Missouri prison, where he had been an inmate since
1960. The photograph showed Ray also was known as
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James
McBride, James Walton, W, C. Herron and James O’Con-
ner.

John Willard was the name used by the man who
checked into a rooming house from where the shot that
kq ed King apparently was fired. .

f he FBI said that Ray had served in the Army from
1946 to 1948 and that he had served jail sentences in
Los Angeles, Leavenworth and Joliet and Pontiac, Mich. -

JAMES EARL RAY

Ray was described as approximately 5 feet 10 incheiy
weighing about 163 to 174 pounds with blue eyes al
brown hair. The FBI said he has a small scar on the ceny
ter of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his righl
hand. :

It was rep(;rted that an informer was helping the FBI
seek Ray, who was born Mar. 10, 1928, in Illinois.

An FBI alert was issued yesterday to all law enforce-
ment agencies in Imperial County, Calif., in the south-
east corner of the state, adjacent to both Arizona and
Mexico, to be on the lookout for a man fitting Ray's
description. [

The alert said the man was seen Monday afternoon|in
a rural area, 4% miles west of El Centro, Calif., and was
carrying a bottle filled with water. It said he told son
one he was headed for Yuma, Ariz.

ERIC STARVO GALT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Suspected Assassin
SL:ent Money Freely

By Scripps-Howard Newspapers \

WASHINGTON — An intriguing question among many-
that tight-lipped FBI officials refused even to discuss is
how Eric Starvo Galt, characterized as a “floater,” had
the money to spend $700 in three months for lessons in
the bartending school and a dance studio while in Cali-
fornia.

Months before, on Aug. 30, 1967, he also had paid $2000
in Birmingham for a 1966 white Mustang. The car was
found abandoned in Atlanta on Apr. 11 — a week after
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King.

Galt had told Rod Arvidson, general manager of the
National Dance Studios in Los Angeles, that he once op-
erated a bar and restaurant in Mexico. There has been
speculation Galt fled to Mexico or Cuba after King was
killed. :

A strange twist in the case was that although Galt was
graduated from the bartending school in California on
Matf 2, a duplicate Alabama driver’s license was mailgd
to I{im at an address in Birmingham on Mar. 1.

ve days later the Alabama driver’s license divisi¢n
recéived 25 cents by mail in payment for the duplicafe
license, but apparently the records do not show where tne
payment was mailed.
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$45, which he never paid
back 13} u p
- “But I never heard him
say anything about Negroes
—either good or bad,” he |
dded. \
Maher said that so far as ‘
‘he knew, six of Ray’s broth-
ers and sisters still are liv-
ing, but insisted that he did
not know the whereabouts
of any of them..

HE LISTED the nine in
their order of birth as
James Earl (the suspected
slayer), Marjorie burned
to death at an early age),
'John, Melba, Carol, Jerald,
Frank]m D. (killed in an au-
tomobile - accident), Susan
and Max. 3

Although he handled the
funeral arrangements for
his sister’s burial at Alton,
Maher said he did not know
if she had remarried and
had no explanation why the
obityary notice listed her as
Mrsl Ryan instead’ of Mrs.

Ray|. :

~ The Quincy Herald-Whig
reported Saturday that Miss
Melba Ryan, who lives at
the Virginia Hotel in Quin-
cy, had identified herself as
a sister of James Ear] Ray.
Melba Ryan, known as an
eccentric, startled the
townspeople of Quincy once
by lugging a heavy seven-
foot wooden cross several
miles through the city.

The Herald-Whig said
Quincy police believe James
Earl Ray’s father is the late |
Earl Ray, alias James Ry-
an, arrested in Quincy three
times in the 1940s.

QUINCY police said Earl
Ray in 1948 pleaded guilty
to throwing acid in his
wife’s face and was sen-
tenced to a pnson term of
one to 14 years.

- The hunt for Ray—thel
name of the man believed
to have used the alias of‘
Eric Starvo Galt—appeared
to b _closer to successl
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L , R AR
ACCEPTS CHECK — Former Cleveland Browns !
player Walter Beach, right, cochairman of the '
Martin Luther King Jr. Fund accepts a $5000
check to the fund from Morton L. Mandel of the
Jewish Commumty Fedemhon. :

King Fund Given $5,000
Check by Jewtsh” Group

Morton L. Maudel chamﬁm Foundation Ad-

visory Council of the . Community Federation, yes-

terday presented a $5 reck to Walter Beach, cochair-

man of the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Fund.
Mandel said that the gift, the largest so far to the fund,

represents only one aspect of the contﬁﬁutlons of the
Jewish community to the newly established fund created
for inner city actioﬂ prOJecbs following an appear by Mayor
Caill B. Stokes. a
 IHe said, “We knaw Cathoh:cs, Protestants and .‘Ie Vs
will| join hands with every segment of the cqmmumty in
r reconstructive efforts. The Martin Luther King o
orial Fund represents one slgmﬁcant step i&
direction.
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