| resident,

v

“THERE’S SOMETHING
in his head that doesn’t con-
nect too well,” a friend of
his said. ‘He blows up fast.
You have to be careful what
you say to him. He’d shoot
you as soon as talk to you.”

John Ray recently was ac-
quitted on a shooting scrape.

Neither John nor Jerry
Ray — like James Earl —
is married. But all have
reputations for liking wom-
en. In fact, the FBI all-
points alert for Ray includ-
ed the information that he
would likely be seen in the
company of women of “‘easy
virtue.”

‘“‘Since the FBI has been
coming around the Grape-
vine,” said a South St. Louis
“John has been
drinking quite a bit.”

The tavern a few blocks
south, where Jerry Rap
hangs out, caters to factory
workers who had seen Jerry
there, but did not know
where he was rooming.

An Alton, Ill., newspa-
perman said both Rays, and
the Ray relative, William

. Maher, have ‘‘gone into
hi gy oy

THE (ﬁWINE bar’s
receipts might have bank-
rolled James Ray if his
brother and sister had de-
cided to be generous. No
one knows if they did.

Up the river from St.
Louis is the town of Alton,
across the  Mississippi
River, another section of
the United States Ray knew.

July 13, 1967, the Bank of
Alton was held up by twe

men  wearing  stocking
masks. The take was
$27,000.

“RAY HAD nothing to do
with it,” said Ed Pound of
the Alton Evening Tele-
graph, who worked on the
Ray angle,

Bank employes were|
shown Ray’s pictures by the
FBI. It was impossible to
identify him or anyone else,
the employes said, because
of the facial distortion
caused by the stretched }
nylon. i

No one knows whether
Ray held up the bank. He
was never caught at bank
jobs before. :

“If Ray and another guy
got $27,000, Ray got it all,”
said Ray’s ex-convict
friend. “That’s the kind of |
guy he was. Or he got his
money by holding up people
who couldn’t or wouldn’t re-
port it to the police. Like\
gambling games in K.C.
Things like that.” w

Prisoners tending the
lawn at the governor’s man- i
sion in Jefferson City i
did not believe Ray killed
King. Even persons in au-
thority doubted Ray mur-
dered King. The feeling was
that Ray was set-up by
someone much smarter who
knew all the little tricks of
getting a slumbum’s finger-
prints on a rifle.

Missouri also issued a
warrant for Ray’s return as
a fugitive, and persons
close to the governor feel
Missouri has an iron-clad |
case against Ray while Ten-
nessee’s is weak.

“You've got to prove he
pulled the trigger,” one of-
ficial said. “There are no
eyewitnesses. This is not
the Sirhan case.”

NEXT: The travels o!
James Earl Ray.

RAY'S PLACE—The Grapevine Tavern in :
operated by Iohr{ Lgm'y Ray.
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How many Ray corralled is
not knowmr—

SOMEHOW the wires
were crossed and it was
Stein and not the women
who drove to New Orleans
with Ray.

Stein said they left Los |

Angeles on Dec. 15 and
were back in six days. Ray
— or Galt, as Stein knew
him — stopped in Texas to
make a long - distance tele-
phone call.

“T thought he was a poli-
tician,” Stein said. ‘“‘But my
consciousness told me he
was doing something he
shouldn’t be doing. He
dressed neat like a square
cgt. Real square.”

Istein said Galt “wasn’t a
1} spender, but he maae
out with one or two broads

~ “No one Em;_.-sl Calt there
(in the parking lot), but he
had left the bar and was

outside,” Miss Goranson
said.
THE NEGRO youth

jmily, which was reported to
olice.

\ The part - time barmaid
‘later committed suicide.
There is no connection be -

\required stitches for the in-

tween the bar incident and

her death. Friends said she
“had problems.”

 Miss Goranson said Galt.
used to ‘sit right between
the beer taps. He even join-

ed the key club. Members |

were sold a double for the
price of a single.”

She knew he was trying to
get signatures on the Wal -

— one old broad — because | lace petition.

he had the bread.”

“WELL, he had to have
plenty to do the things he
did,” Stein said.

He referred to the $500

BARTENDER Jim Mor-
rison said the one conversa-
tion|he had with Galt was
“he |was trying to get me to
signithe petition.

“He quoted some figure

Galt spent on dancing and | ang T said Kennedy would

bartending lessons. He did

beat him. But he was a Wal-

not finish the dancing 1ess- | 1ace man,” Morrison said.

ons, but he completed the
bartending  course

Morrison did not remem-

and  per whether Galt expressed

twice turned down jobs of - 5 viewpoint on Negroes, but

fered by the school’s opera-
tor.

On the trip to New Or -
leans, Stein said Galt “‘did-
't talk too much. It as
eral conversation. [He
uld just answer genejal-

wl

 Ray — still as Galt — al-

so drank screwdrivers at
the Rabbit’s Foot Club at
5623 Hollywood Boulevard.
June Goranson, the club
manager, threw Ray out
* one night.

“I TOLD HIM to get the
hell out,” Miss Goranson
told The Plain Dealer. ‘“‘He
and a part-time barmaid I
had were arguing over Ne -
groes. She supposedly said
some Negroes are hice peo-
ple, and he said he’d dump
her in Watts and she could
find out for herself.”

“We have strong Negro
customers here and I didn’t
want that kind of talk,”
Miss Goranson said. .

* She said the same night
she ordered Galt out, a
young Negro man who was
in the parking lot with a
white woman was struck on

the head Jith a piece of}

concrete.

 “he didn’t care for them too
. much.”

The bartender said Galt

~ “was very quiet, not a lush,
' and he would sit for two
and three hours, mostly
alone.”
Several of Galt’s bar
friends were under the im-
sion he drove baclf to
Orleans around Valpn-
of 1968. |

Ne
tiné1 ’s Day

\NOFFICIALLY, fedeval

_gleuths are said to haye ac-
_counted for much of Ray’s
time since he left prison.

The FBI has stated thgt
Ray lived for six weeks in
the summer of 1967 in a
Birmingham, Ala., rooming

ouse. There he did npt
work, spending his days sit-
ting around.

THE FBI has estimated
Ray’s liviig e€Xpetises in
Birmingham averaged at

| least $50 a week — $1,650
for rooms, meals and inci-

dentals from Aug. 27, 1967

until April 4, the day Dr.
King was shot. Galt’s Mus-
tang, impounded after it
was found abandoned in At-
lanta April 11, had 19,000
miles on it. Stein said one
stop on the New Orleans
trip was to buy a tire.

The FBI puts Galt in a
Birmingham gun store on
March 30, where he bought
a Remington .30-06 rifle.
The estimated value of such
a gun with a telescopic sight
is $150. He also bought a
pair of expensive binocu-
lars the same day.

Galt was traced to the |
Economy Grill and Rooms

on Highland Avenue in Bir-
mingham on Aug. 26, 1967,
where he paid $22 a week

for rooms with two meals a |

day.

HE TOOK the Alabama
driver’s test on Sept. 6,
1967, and received a license
on Sept. 30. He left the High-
land Ave. place Oct. 7 and
headed toward Mexico,
staying there part of Octo-
ber and through Nov. 10.

March 2, 1968, was grad-
uation day for Galt from
the Hollywood bartendprs’
school, One reason he ypay
have turned down the ‘jobs
is that California requires
fingerprints and a record
check of bartenders.

In his wanderings, Ray

showed up in July, 1967, in
Montreal. An apartment
house custodian told Cana-
dian officials Ray was just

another American tourist at |

Montreal’s Expo '67. One re-
port kept him in Montreal
until September, but the car
sale places him in Birming-
ham on Aug. 27. There are |
reports that Ray made sev-
eral planeCirips—during his[

" n Birmingham he kept \

National Bank.

ager, advertise
Mustang. ¢
named Eric

the money.

- money in a safe deposit box |
at the Birmingham Trust \

On Aug. 27, 1967, William \
D. Paisley, a Birmingham |

lumber compan sales man-
¢ . yd his 1966

On Aug. 30, a man |
Galt paid $1,995

in cash for it. Paisley said
Galt went to the Eaﬁﬁ for |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

time in Birmingham, but it
is not pubfetykuewn wheth-
er it was before or after he
bought the Mustang.

ON APRIL 4 a ‘“clean
shaven man with a long
nose” checked into Mrs.
Bessie Brewer’s flop house
in Memphis. He paid $8.50
for a week’s rent, giving |
Mrs. Brewer a $20 bill. He
took Room 5, just a few
steps from a bathroom. He -
gave the name of John Wil-
lard. Ffag

Charles Q. Stephens, who
had Room 6, later said that
about 5 p.m. Willard went
into the bathroom and stay-
ed there about 25 minutes.
Dr. King was shot as he
stood alone on the balcony
of the Lorraine Motel, 205
feet and three inches across
Mulberry Street from the
Brewer place.

Then Willard disappear-
ed. Witnesses saw a white
Mustang with out-of-state
plates parked nearby.

THE MUSTANG late
howed up in Atlanta, anc
fficials believe Ray flew|

om Atlanta to Toronto. §
M On April 12 an FBI bulle-
tin mistakenly released in
Miami, Fla., identified the
man sought for Dr. King’s
death as Eric Starve Galt,
5-foot-11 and weighing 175
pounds. The bulletin was
later withdrawn. th it

Days followed with no
tangible clues to Galt’s
whereabouts. But the prints
on the gun led to Ray, the
escaped felon.

The Cleveland office of
the FBI suggested to Wash-
ington that all coroners and
medical examiners in the
country be given copies of
Ray’s dental charts which
were on his Missouri Pen
prison records.

Cuyahoga County Coroner
Dr. Samuel R, Gerber, sec-
retary of the National As-
sociation of  Coroners,
agreed to use the mailing
list to circularize the charts.
The idea, approved by the
Justice Department, would
mean that autopsy rooms
around the  country
would have th 'chartzéor”
use on “‘John Doe” victims. |
There was 1ot _o% talk that
Ray was dead.
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