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FBI 

Transmit the following in -----------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ AI_R_T_E_L __ _ 
(Priority) I 

_________________________________________________ L _______ -

To: Director, FBI 

From: 

ATTENTION: 
Ii] CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 

( 1.'J':'- ;'~; ) GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 
D DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 

Subject: ASSASSINATION OF .MARTIN 
LUTI-IKR. KI NG , JR. 

) 

OCR 

DBM 

DEL D VRA-65 D CRA-·64 

DBM-Threats 
DPA OPE DPF 

[]Racial Matters 
D Klan D Organization 

Summary of Complaint: 

Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

C~ L ll (: _l ; l 

}_{ ): : ]1 ( 1..l 

'j 1. 

t -~' j_ I) :.1 L ( 

.ITED STATES DEPARTMENT O~USTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

f:1; 
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FU-36 fftev. S-2?-64) 

• • 
FBI 

Date: ,,i/S/; __ ;f::; 

Transmit the following in ------------;;:::------:----c:--:-----:--,---------_. 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Priority) 
I ________________________________________________ L ______ _ 

'fC: uL~T'.CTUi~, :1 EI 

(F) 

ASSASlNATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
RM 

-,·-c· ' I a1· ""t' r 1 r::, r· ,.; ., ,,- ' d"'tE'(' _, / 0 /r•,, . , : .._, c .l s: · v, 1 u L_ l J. , l a ·. i. ·'~ u I O c'J • 

R:A.€:I:Pr~!f-ERS 
1• • ~• T /1, ,~,<,-;.- TT/1.,. rJ>r-, "r f, l ]n, _.,. I]-, • • 1· ·, • · 

vl11Ci v.n0f•, 1ti-:.,.:.i.t:,.L., l...,Q}.',_)Ol1Uu./E 1 • ll.11O1.S -'Oil.CC .UE'-

pu.i-·tueni:, Ca::."bonc1alc, Illiiwii:;, advif!cc1 on L;/t::l/r_;s tr:at ;__u-::­
~ou11dc0d -,'i..1;,10:;.··s through e,nj}loyccs of ,rc_ch Tape CcmpaLy, ;-;tatc 
'-',a"- t·,~,- ·0 c·J·-·)!lr1 ""_1•·• 1 lJ•::i 1 -,,1• 1,r·c' t··i1Ji',··1·-t il/"I·'(' •,n-· '1"'' L 1, ~ L i 1 .l. ~.), '- ,.,.!.J\ , ... .,, y "·,,-·i -'- ~· '-=-~ ,.__; ~ ,, ~., i ~ \. l. ;__.~ , 1 : ~: O, G (J • 1.:. ... --4 .:.Jr l.J i c1.-..._, 

iWt ]Jce:1 a1Jle to Jl1:.::-bwr sur1stant1al:c tlns rLi:c1or. Le s.lsu 
;:.:c1·.,·L,:;cc~ tlla [: .JA/IrS LD\11\.{dJ )GNG, :..., DI :/ 570 'i82 I' was al-rcst0d 
today lo;: r::..·cckless di'iviut cllar;-;e, which was impedin,_; iLT 
true~ on official duty. 

_;:CEIG, ;Je;::ru, has lJceL1 associated v;ith the rur~:2 
T a!c:t lk,~;:::o section J'-1vcnilc~, :i.:01~ the past scv01·a1 :nontts n.ci( 
'"" C "•,•-•,-:,,~LL(',..) ··:·;1. /\.)·-·Q Otl '1,:-,c•'l •1, -<- '"'t1r·t' l,"> -1,,' t' C'""'T c-·11r-'1''C:'('' !)\_- (•;, ,,-L,.1 ')•··-hO.,_, ,..\ ... . L ,_ .._, .-J~ ,_1 ~.1 L> ,.,,.,:.,;.::,c.-..,._, l. \... <..t. ,... ~..,,,v.. .,,.i.::, 1,..1,. ~.._,. ,..JJ .._,_..,,_ ,_ i.J ,, 

da2.c, Illi11cis Po1icc Dcpartt-1ct1t, clisposithrn still nec:ditJ:~. 

i,Ic1,l0!0 in.J. :::el'vices for .iA:.'.'l'E: LU}'ITI; .. ~HTG, JT:. l1sL1 
at Cn.::.•lJond,tlc 10:00 A.:.1. to 11:00 A.:r., 4./G/C3, and :.:..oca1 
schools dis,dsscd it1 orclc1· that stndcnts miGi:t attcuct sc1'viceu, 
if so ~esircd. Schools will also obsc~vc fu~cral services 

,-o-"O'l'l'O''V' 1 '- /'';
1 6u0 

V J.... \o ' --./ J • 

Illinois 3tatc f'o:Licc: Security o:tiicc, Scutllcrn 
Illinois U11ive1.·sity, Shcriii 's Office, JacLson Cou:1ty, will 
tnaintain tl1ci1· patrols in tl1c city of Ca:;:11onclalc in ccrn--:.cction 
\'iitll l.'Llr:101'S. 

:3u::.~c au 
Spi:ingficld 

CHG :skt._ 
(8) ' ' 

-(r. • 
\ .:;. . 
( 1 • 

.i. • 

(l : 
(1 : 

L:S7-338) 
157-216) 
l r•,1 2co) 0 - .)o 
--:- ,-::. - ] C) c:' '1 ) lJv -- ._,,J 

Sent _______ M 
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,. 
FD-365 (Rev. 9-27-65) I ,. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I F B I 

I 
I Date: 
I 

Transmit the following in _________________________ ___.! 
(Type in pluintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_T_E_L __ _ 
(Priority) I ________________________________________________ L ______ _ 

To: Director, FBI ATTENTION: 
D CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 

From: SAC, :2:~,i-~. , , ., ,' .. : -, . ._;:_.) GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 

Subject: 
. c· ,r:•- (, 'i 

,,.,t,••·•'I.,, 

OCR 

DBM 

D DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 

DEL D VRA-65 f7 CRA--64 
OPA OPE DPF 

DBM-Threats LJ1-:tac:..al Matters 
D Klan D Organization 

Summary of Complaint: 
;.·: C :~~ ~ z; ~ ·: __ · 1: 2 ~-- -~ :~: . .):_; }.,, C ~; U -~; ·, ✓ ,/ '.._. -"" ~~ .J ' .. : ~~- 1. ;- L' i ,-~~- -;_ 

• ,- - I ~' 
---~ I .._,, / •.._., v • 

'. , ~j C :~ _, c;, '~ ~: b. Cl' CV.' i -~ • " ~l l' C t • • C ,.T :2. '-·' , ; c: .'... ~,: 1 •., ~- '- ";..::;J 
,·· 1 . ·,-, . . . . , r _·. -, ., . .--. -:- ri ,.-~ l'~ ~ii 

1-;_._ L.L C~•l CC.J. }1~.!.1t_~ l~U~~ _,Ul1:::, .. : . .,: l'-...tl,;l(J.i. l .i... •• _.-. _:_ ·---l;(__' ·"-- . ...,1 .' i. ;,,,, '1;i 

~--~-~}.,~j ..... ~n 1 . .1:.tJ.c, ~1.l., Y/ . .,::JlL' ~)C ! . .:·u.1_'l]C(~~ ('...11~~: ~~-l}~_-: __ ~ =--·~- ~--D~: ,J/-~~~I./ &4_,y 
r ! . _.-, ,-. , 

.' •' ... _, ; ,'...__ .. 
\ 

D No further action being taken and 
Q:LHM enclo~.ed D Copy furnished to USA~, 
□ LHM being s{ih'q11_tted ------
□ Report being submitted 

□ Preliminary investigation instituted 
D Limited investigation instituted 

14 APR 15 1968 
-·t 

Sent _______ M Per _______ _ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

',7 ;_ 

• • UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

i 2. ;_; 

,·I_;·) 

ii !. : ' t • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

L ..L ' 1: 

' •I',". • 
;\.,.;._.,. _. ! 

t, .D.t 1.1:_-, 

'' 

::.:i.' :L vc 
t 'l 

·c 
t: ( 

... 1, c.c,1·~"'. __ ,l·t,_.~~).l.(.:, Ili_1_:·1:_._1.s .~:~.,·(. 
!))_1

:; l .;:: ' }.·'.}:;.:· -LJ ~l.t c-~1,r,J.l)yc~--'~~ 
1J~j1,·cr1c~.:-~t C<.1.-.i_· ...... , .-:\..'.;J J. . r.~_.: ~;cz~\ (::t.'C 

:t~·;,,_; i'(~·r)"..J}rlc•:j tt_; , 1 l1 1 l t.:~FL ~; ... ~~_) l •. ~tU ;__;c( 11 ~~yc_._tc )''::.,tn t ":I j_t• 

,:_-~·1.1 .. ~--, '.1
1 Jr i_n~} t :ir" cL.~~/ 

0 
.:1~i_c i: ~1~'0 }·I~· st;_.: tcJ Lt-;.-. l~ 1.:c; ,_._:_if~ n:_:t 

Un.itc11 ,':.,;t, 0 tcs /,ti:(;rnc:' 
J' a s t c n1 i )j_ ::; t r .i r t u ~' :u l i n u i :.:_; 
·Fc·d c·1·a l ~ ~u i l:J i nr~ 
~ast St. Louis, Illinois 

4 lj -/jf: /-)~, I-
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- I • 
lt. 1_·-·~; i c n I 
ll:;t}1 l,:I (~l'(_1 'L11} 

:2~:: l L,,_)y,ar · ~;trcct 
;•, ,111st:)n, ::llj_nu:;s 

Sc~\--~ l' (~ t: Sr:11 
\/ ~;_ "-. n 

~;1-;r· :L!12; / j cl-~!, Ill 5 .. 11~J~i ~ 

_: ____ )~-~ ::,•_;:~~ tl) }~Jltr· r::~'Ci.J{_·::.,,; .:it ;-,~l1Ct ]. t~J 
1.~:~st:rJ;_:t-1tc 1J ()Ltt:-:,i,-.lc; 1 .1,: Ul' CL~;'(_?l.lC~/. 

- 2* -

• 
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f- 0-]7f. (Ro'V, ,S-1-66) 

ST.ATES 

Jo' E U E R A L B U H E A l' < J F I :\ \' E S T I (; A T I O l\ 

1n Rep/_y, Please Hefer to 

File l\'o. 

Director 
United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: 

i"pr:il 11, HIC0 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20.>35 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FRI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro­
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. D Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 
including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U.S., because of his official status. 

2. [--=: Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 
than legal means . 

. 3. C Because of background 1s potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to lJ. S. 

4. U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries 111 the Soviet or 
Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. ~-! Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 
criteria: 

(a) r_--:J F:videncc of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) [_ ! Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 
(c) 1_=7 Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

(). '.-] Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph CJ has been furnished CJ enclosed L_-== is not available 
may be a va i labl e through ~-----------------------------

1 - Special /\gent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 
U. S. Secret Service 

V cry truly yours, 

~ 

Enclosure(s) !Upon remoual of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal (orrn 
becomrs Ul'ICLASSIFIED.! 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE 

TO: SAC, ST. LOUIS 

. FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 

.YURKIN 

May 2, 1968 

URGENT 

I 
l - Mr. u{~g 

I . ,..,. 

ST. LOUIS WILL PROVIDE FULL COVERAGE AT THE GRAPEVINE 
.. , 

( TAVERN TO DETERMINE IF THE OWNER OR OPERATOR OF THE TAVERN 

IS POSSIBLY ENGAGED IN ANY ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES WHATSOEVER. 

ALONG THESE LINES, YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY ASCERTAIN IF THE 

TAVERN IS POSSIBLY LICENSED AND IS CONFORMING WITH PRESENT 

LAWS AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THEM. THIS IS FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF DEVELOPING INFORMATION WHICH CAN BE UTILIZED IN CONNECTION 

WITH INTERVIEWS TO DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF SUBJECT. KANSAS CITY 

HAS ADVISED THAT SUBJECT RAY UTILIZED THE AIBERT PEPPER I ,··· ; I 

STATIONERY COMPANY, SEVEN ONE Two A snENA~GJE;;·;·~~T. wU~.:_ · ' 
MISSOURI, AS A MEANS OF GETTING MONEY our OF PRISON, ALLEGEDLY 

19 MAY 3 ~68 
PURCHASING STATIONERY. ST. IDUIS SHOULD IMMEDIATELY OBTAIN A 

.LISTING OF ALL TELEPHONE CALIB TO THE BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENT FOR 

PERIOD APRIL TWENTYTHRF..E SIXTYSEVEN TO THE PRESENT TIME, MAKING 

• 1 , ----/~~✓-' THIS A CONTINU~~-; PROJECT UNTIL OTHm WISE ADVISED BY THE BUREAU. 
---- -- - ' .... ~ .;, 

•• I ~-==~ f,,,_ MEMPHit !, . . . ~' ' ,j 
' . '" ; ~ J 

; "__;ii REL: pb\ ( ;:• ,I •( •· - If,,(. / . ~~v \ . •y ff 
:;: __.-, \ c::::/ rv /< L 

. :'..

1 

;1 -(~.:~ ,, ,., \' ir:1L H~~_-,E:BI nu:TYPF'. UNIT~ A. 1 
t) V !Vlf\ , · , · -~~ 

SEE NOTE P~~z TWO ..•. 
l 
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' - , 
TELETYPE TO SAC, ST. I.DUIS 

RE: MURKIN 

ALL TELEPHONE CALLS MUST BE THOROUGHLY CHECKED OUT TO 

DETERMINE ANY CONTACT BY THE SUBJECT. IF GRAND JURY IS NOT 

IN SESSION TO SUBPOENA RECORDS, YOU SHOULD INStmE THAT REVIEW 

OF RECORDS CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED WITH FULL SECURITY AND THE 

BUREAU'S INTEREST WILL BE FULLY PROTECTED. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS. 

NOTE: Kansas City has advised that Ray has utilized the 
Albert Pepper Stationery Company of St. Louis, Missouri, 
as a means of getting money out of the prison. St. Louis 
being instructed to obtain telephone calls from this business. 
St. Louis al.so being instructed to fully cover the Tavern 
as owned and operated hy subject's relatives and to ascertain 
if illegal activities involved and to establish the Tavern 
operating in compliance with regulations. 

- 2 -
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TO 

o,r1QNAl f'ORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

.:!,SA GEN. REG. NO. 27 • 5010-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

1\1 emorandum 
Mr. Del.oacplf 

• #v·· vr~--

DATE May 2, 1968 ~. / 
1 - Mr. Martindale 

FROM 
A. Rose_n (,_ .· 

s u BJ ECT: lVIURKIN 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - lVIr. McGowan 
1 - i\ilr. Long 

1 - I.1r • 
1 - l\tir. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

.rv:ohr 
Conrad l't-t , 
Trotter 
Bishop 

1 - Mr. McDonough Gale 

This case involves the murder of Nlartin Luther King, Jr. 

It has been previously reported that Ray spent;a brief period 
in the penitentiary at Joliet, Illinois, in 1952 when Louis . omax was /,\ 
an inmate at Joliet. It has been determined that Ray was n the diagnostic 
clinic and Lomax was in the vocational school. It does not appear that 
they would have had any contact. 

In a news article published in Los Angeles, Louis Lomax 
alleged the FBI had telephone company records for telephone booths 
at the St. Francis Hotel and would not make the records available to 
him. It is noted we have obtained inforn1ation from the telephone 
company as to calls made from all public telephones in the St. Francis 
Hotel. Prior to publishing his article, Lomax contacted the Los Angeles 
Office and inquired as to whether the FBI had any telephone records. 
He was ref erred to the press release made in this case by the Bureau 
and informed that no other information could be made available to him. 

\\ 
Charles ~ein advised that he was not able to locate the Texas 

telephone booth allegedly used by Ray although it is noted a "Newsweek" 
representative told the telephone company Lomax and Stein had located 
a telephone at Uvalde, Texas, used by Ray to call New Orleans between 
6 p. m. and 9 p. m., 12/16/67. The telephone company has no record 
of such a call. d \.\)~ ,,, ,~j li i. - --.?.,,i 7 1: 1 ~.,:_-.£,~. · · · 

~' · Htr\ · ··,• 
Stein stated he received no money from Lomax or anj:_ne,w,sp~per 

source although he claimed he had been promised up to $200, 000; he .. 
declined to say who had made this off er. Stein said he has been-eenned, 
duped, used, and made a mark by the newspapers. He advised he is 
presently so confused about the trip he made to New Orleans with Ray / 
in December that he cannot distinguish between the facts and the ·,./. . 
newspaper stories h~, Ja\~ead. ' 1 

. . •• 'J . f/,in.,lj '. s()r:? 

WLlVI:vea 
(13) 

' .. 
i '., 
( '· ' ,.•. 
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• 
Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN 

• 

Charles De Carvelho, New Orleans, close friend of Charles 
Stein, advised that he and Stein are close friends of District Attorney 
James Garrison and all are members of the New Orleans Chess Club. 
Five or six years ago Garrison allegedly told De Carvelho that Stein was 
a good boy but kept b\i\ompany. 

John Eugene~ awron, also known as Uncle Jack, St. Louis, 
advised he taught Ray bu glary and taught him to always use gloves; therefore, 
he cannot understand Ray's apparent failure to use gloves in this case. 
Gawron said he was closely associated with Ray in 1958 and 1959 and 
participated with him in out-of-town burglaries. He never knew Ray to 
pull a job alone. 

Gawron related that Ray has a tendency to lisp or stutter 
which is most apparent in connection with his bashfulness when he first 
meets any female. Gawron also said Ray can drink an enormous quantity 
of whiskey without noticeable effect and pref erred Laurel Springs Bourbon 
with sweet soda. 

Gawron denied any contact with Ray since 1959 and expressed the 
opinion Ray is in Europe because he once said he would like to go to 
Spain. 

' 
James w.\rown stated he knew Ray in Missouri State 

Penitentiary from 1963 to 1965. He recalled that when President Kennedy 
was killed Ray made a statement to the effect "that is one nigger loving 
S. O. B. that got shot." According to Brown, Ray became aggravated 
over newspaper accounts of Martin Luther King's demonstrations and 
would curse King and the Negroes stating that King could get the 
Government to do anything he wanted it to do. 

Brown heard it rumored that Ray killed three Negroes in prison 
and in the fall of 1963 Ray told Brown he was going to kill Martin Luther 

\ King, Jr., when he got out of prison. Ray allegedly said Cooley (phonetic) 
\ or Cooley's organization would pay $1 O, 000 to have King killed. Brown 
i could not identify Cooley. 

- 2 - CONTINUED - OVER 
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• 
Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN 

• 

Brown recalled that Ray seemed to be well supplied with 
money and allegedly received money regularly from outside the prison. 
Ray never discussed his past but he did talk to Brown about tunneling 

I 
out of prison and hiding in a cave somewhere in Virginia. The only 
foreign country mentioned to Brown by Ray was Liberia where Ray said 
he had a brother-in-law who was making large sums of money. 

Lieutenant John Gruver, Sheriff's Office, Tucson, Arizona, 

I 
telephoned the Bureau, 5/2/68. He advised that he is taking a close 
interest in this case and in view of news reports that Ray might be in 
Australia he telephoned the Chief of Police at Sydney, Australia, 5/1/68, 
to determine if he had any information concerning Ray. Gruver said 

I the Chief of Police at Sydney told him a man they had in custody on 
some other charge might be identical with Ray. Gruver did not know the 

1 name of this prisoner. This is being expeditiously checked out. 
t 

ACTION: 

The investigation continues to receive top priority attention. 

~-,­
;· ' 

I 

I 

i ✓ 

- 3 -
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PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE 

TO SACS BIRrvllNGHAM (44-1740) 
MEMPHIS (44-1987) 
KANSAS CITY 
SPRINGFIELD 
ST. LOlJIS 

FHOJVI DIRECTOJ;t FBI (44-38861) 

_,>---
:/ MURKIN. 

• 
5-2-68 

1 - Mr. Long 
URGENT 

RE BIR1VIINGHA1vi TELETYPE 11:AY ONE LAST, NO COPIES 

ST. LOtJIS, CONCERNING INTERVIEW OF JAMES Vi. BROViN AND 

INFORMATION HE FUR1'11ISHED REGARDING RAY'S COM~:!ENT THAT 

COOLEY (PHONETIC) OR COOLEY'S ORGANIZATION \VOULD PAY TEN 

THOUSAND DOLLARS TO HAVE KING DEAD. FOR INFORMATION OF 

ST. LOUIS, BROViN \VAS INMATE :MISSOURI STATE PE1'.1:TENTIARY FR0~1 

APRIL NINETEEN SIXTY THROUGH JUNE NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE AND 

ACQUAINTED V..'ITH JAMES EARL RAY WHILE IN PRISON. , 
• I • -,-i I 

(' ,<II rJ() / ; ~· 
BIRl\IlNGHAM REINTERVIEV/ BRO\VN T~O~GHLY REGAR~IN(1 _ 

RAY'S STATEMENT TO OBTAIN ALL INFORMATION PERTAININ'B~V 8 ~8 

COOLEY. DETER:MINE ANYONE ELSE FAMILIAR V.'lTH THAl' :!1!1t'!'Hft0.9N'f::_:::S 
)]r,r1____ ,._ ·', 

.. j ']("'1 ---------- ~- 1, 

~-.. --!\ND IF COOLEY \VAS IN OR OUT OF PRISON AT THEQqME·. ATTE~~PT TO 
1·, -----~ • • !JIil c '5 :e fllli .t\ 

'.,
11

,11 __ :ESTABLISH WHERE RAY KNEW COOLEY. 11• ~ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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• 
TO SACS BIR:MINGHAM 

MEMPHIS 
KANSAS CITY 
SPRINGFIELD 
ST. LOUIS 

RE: l\HJRKIN. 

ALL OTHER OFFICES \VHEN INTERVIE\VING RAY'S PRISCN 

ASSOCIATES, ATTE1\1PT TO DEVELOP INFORMATION TO IDENTIFY 

COOLEY OR INFORI\:IATION vVIilCH 'WOULD SUBSTANTIATE OR ELH.llNATE 

THE STATE!vIENT ATTRIBUTED TO HAY. 

NOTE: 

Birmingham interviewed James W. Brown, who knew 
subject Ray when both were confined in Missouri State 
Prison. Brown advised Ray had commented that Cooley 
(phonetic) or Cooley's organization would pay $10,000 
to have King dead. The name Cooley previously has not 
come to our attention, and offices contacting prison 
associates of Ray being instructed to thoroughly explore 
this information. Brown unable to furnish any identifying data 
concerning Cooley. 

- 2 -
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1053 Ar-t ll?G n!T 5-2-68 SAR 

TO DIR ~C,10 R, A ND C JJ IC AG 0 
/ 

TELE.TYP~ 

' 

,/ R~ CHICAGO T~L EL~VE~ FORTY PM, MAY ONS PAST. 

I~,1 FO o~,1 PAGE TWO RETEL r1AKES COi'1MEMT TO EFFECT JERRY R,1\y 

/ 
I 

STATED 1-!E -RECEIVED NO It~DICATION IN COMVERSATI0"-1 WITi{ JOHM OR 

CAROL THAT THEY AWARE OF SUBJECY- S PRESENT WHffiEABOUTS OR WHERE-

A'30UTS SP1S~ ~SSAP~ LFHIL SSPTE\"£ER QNE LAST. 

RE0 l.lEST SHI C~Gn CU\RI FY I MFO SINCE MErvJPHIS HAS r--:o DATA 

TO nrc-cL0SE TµAT 3ROTH~R JQH1',1 OR SISTER CAROL HAD PREVI'.JUS KNOvJLEnGE ~~, 

TO U1-{'.:REA20UTS ()F SUBJECT. Ii11FO AVt~ILABLE AT MEIYlPHIS DISCLOSES 

THAT SUBJ~CT PROBABLY U 1 BIRMINGHAM AT n~AT TIME. 

c?Eru::;:sT CHISAGO .ADVISE HOW LIOH~! OR CAROL K~11~:w WHERZABOUTS 

SUEJFCT, DID SUBJECT CONTACT THDt. BY TE:Li;:PHONE, I [Ii PF:~S0~1 , OR BY 

LETT~? IF snNTACT WAS rr:~~.E~
1

,;11m1 Blill}.IJj'rt~,;~. ~ETFRMIXE IF' PsssIBLE 

1,1µETl-lt:Q OP NOT p 1r.'.) !\V,~IUt13lt"'!f,!DICATIMG SUBJECT RFSIDED AT 

HIGI-ILAMD AVENUE ~f):)P,~~~ ()~ DID PE HAVE ~JE\•J ADDRESS. -·-

S UTEL. 

,.. '""----- -,~:; ... :::.:; 

AM COPIES TO ATLANTA, ~PRINGFIELD, ST. LOUIS, BIRMit~GHAM. 

A & D. P 

LCC 
,, -
' ,/ , 

FPI \11ASH 'DC 
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l . 1-1boratory Transmittal F':._1r1n 

"/-72 • • l - Mr. Rosen 
(Mr. Long 2260) 

l= Mr. Conrad 

-t· 
o· 
w 
_J 

< ::!E, 

.A:.' .... LABORATORY ........... 11 .. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

l - Mr. Mortimer 
1 - Lab File 

FBI, Memphis (44-1987) 
Date: 

llay 2, 1968 
To: 

IIURKIN 
P,e: CR 

00: Memphis 

Examination requested by: 

Referenre: 

Lxam1nat1on fE:;(!Uested: 

HPmork:3: 

Los Angeles 

Airtel 4/26/68 

Document - Fingerprint 

~ 
John Edgar Hoover, Director 

44-38861 
FBI File No.

0
_561869 JK 

Lab. No. 

You will be advised separately regarding the 
results of the fingerprint examination and disposition of 
Q296 and Q297. 

co 
<.D 
en ai ..-- LL. 

REC 5 
I ~ 

C\l :E 19 M.W 3 ~68 
0 >- u 

c:::c: 
2 Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) ------

2 - Los Angeles (44-1574) Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 
J'c,J,,-Jfl ---· 
Gs>L,)rJ,_·h __ 

PAGE 
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... 

To: FBI, Memphis 

Re: lfURKIN 
CR 

, REPORT 
of the 

I~ 

..:le' .. LABORATORY ----·---A ••. 

• 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 
(44-1987) Date: llay 2, 1968 

FBI File No. 44-38861 
Lab. No. D-561859 · ,JK 

Specimens received 4/30/68 

Q296 White envelope postmarked "LOS ANGELES CALIF. PM 24 
APR 1968" bearing typewritten address "FBI 1340 West 
6th Street Los Angeles, Calif." 

Q297 Piece of paper to which is attached a mailing address 
sticker for ''Mr. Eric s. Galt 1535 N. Serrano L.A. 
90027" 

Result of examination: 

Specimens Q296 and Q297 were searched through the 
appropriate sections of the Anonymous Letter File but could 
not be identified with any prior submissions to this file. 

The typewritten impressions on Q296 and Q297 differ 
from each other and from those impressions appearing on items 
received in this case attributed to Eric s. Galt. 

Q296 and Q297 are temporarily retained. Photographs 
were made. 

:r•·-'--~ 

JHM:AW 1 1.· (10) 

MAil_ f',OOM D TELETYPE UNIT D 
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CJJTC{IGn, ~1FSl'iTTV1=". J,r~JrtlL LWin~.' R::CORD~ ~1 l:'G~_TJVf, P'fi~•M,4y•s
3 1968 

r{! L '!l:J C I P P. L tiJ 1 '.:' c, ~ P l-' A L T L fJ C .C~ L S • C !-I I C ~- G () P r.-. q 1< D 1 C'. T O I C T r' I;" r:: "· T I \J F • - -
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• • 
5/2/68 

PLAINTEXT 
~ 

CABLEGRAM URGENT 1 - Mr. L_inf 
· .. '( 

'ID: CHIEF OF POLICE 
smNEY, AUSTRALIA 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 

'I 

INFORMATION RECEIVED THAT A PERSON RESEMBLING JAMES EARL 

RAY MAY BE IN YOUR CUSTODY. PLEASE REFER TO OUR IDENTIFICATION 

ORDER NUMBER FOUR ONE EIGHT TWO REGARDING SUBJ~T JAMES EARL 

RAY NOW IN YOUR POSSESSION FOR POSSIBLE ELIMINATION PURPOSES. 

PLEASE ADVISE BY CABLEGRAM OF RESULTS OF YOUR INVESTIGATION. 

SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

/' r - Ll!XiAT MANILA VIA AIR MAIL , 

1· - Foreign liaison Unit 

REt:cs 
( 5) . ' 

NOTE: a,t. John Gruver, TUcson, A~izona, Sheriff's Office 
advised Bureau 5/2/68 he was in telepnonic contact with Chief of 
Police, S7dney, Australia, on 5/1/68, and the Chief advised him 
they have an individual in custody, name unknown, who may be 

I~·- ide~tic~l with subject Ray. tt has been determined that Legat 
~ Manila 1s presently on leave and will not return to his post 

/ ,,until 5/5/68. Chief of Police, Sjdney, Australia, who is in 
Tolson ,;::' possession of our IO, is being requested to ascertain if the person 
e:~,oach __,_______whom he has in custody is possibly identical wi tJa•·ou.r subject:'-· 
Bishop_~ ·· : 
Casper __ -.. • I 

rn~::""Z / ~_,,,,.-- ' , I -11v", L1J )f 
Rosen ,&' Y { .;.~•- V 
Sullivan __ 
Tave! __ _ 
Trotter __ 

Tele. Room _ ./' , 
Holmes_~ 

1 
Gandy __ _ 

l'j);!''.i CQ 
,-: : F~ C. C -1· (, !1 'S t:·, f'·F~GE 

MAIL ,R.°8-b-! p TELETYPE UNIT□ 
.-. i ;:iOtl 

l ' '1 
~ 

/ 
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• 
May 2, 1968 

CODE 

CABLEGRANi IMMEDIATE 

TO: 

FROM: 

LEGAT, N1ANILA 

DIRECTOR, FBI ( 44-38861) 

MURKIN. 

1 - Mr. Long 

Lr. JOHN GRUVER, TUCSON, ARIZONA, SHERIFF'S OFFICE, 

ADVISED BUREAU THIS DATE HE WAS IN TELEPHONIC CONTACT 

WITH CHIEF OF POLICE, SIDNEY, AUSTRALIA, ON NlAY ONE, LAST, 

AND COP ADVISED Hl~l THEY HAVE INDIVIDUAL IN CUSTODY, N.Alv1E 

UNKNOWN, ·wHO MIGHT BE IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY, 

FUGITIVE IO FOUR ONE EIGHT TWO, SUBJECT OF THIS CASE. 

ThIMEDIATELY CONTACT COP, SIDNEY, AUSTRALIA, AND 

DETERMINE IF THIS UNKNOWN PERSON IS IDENTICAL WITH RAY, 

AND SUCAB. PHOENIX ADVISED BY MAIL. 

i 

I :{1:>hoenix (airmail) (info) 

}1~,,Foreign Liaifo1t/ J ;.\ ·:y·[-l. ET y p [ -
j 

HGR:pah i·., j 

'• ·,., . . , \ '\ 
·- ·--◄·~ .. _ _. __ ~-- • 

. -- - - -~- - ~- -- - ., ~/ -

y/ 
~,., ' 

\ 
' \ 
-----

-, 1 9 M.IY 3 1968 
\ 

(5) r j . •_!_) 

·.]"•-----NOTE: i ENCIPHERED 
This is t e case 111V0Ivnrg-t urder of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

\ 

:1'. ______ _ 

.. "' ----- Lt. Gruver telephonically advised Extra Duty Supervisor H. G. Rowse 
:ii."'"-;-:-.::..== of the above. Gruver's telephone number is 602 325-1850. 

1,I ___ _ 

,j, ___ _ 
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5/2/68 

PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE URGENT 1 - Mr. McDonough 

TO: SACS, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHICAGO, JACKSON, KANSAS CITY 

MEMPHIS, MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS, ST. LOUIS, SAVANNAH, 

SPRINGFIELD 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

MURKIN 

IT IS NOTED THAT SUBJECT APPARENTLY WAS NEAT IN HIS 

DRESS AND REGULARLY UTILIZED LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANING 

SERVICES. 

THE ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, JACKSON, MEMPHIS, MOBILE AND 

SAVANNAH OFFICES SHOULD GIVE CONSIDERATION TO CIRCULARIZING 

10' S AND/OR WANTED FLYERS TO ALL LAUNDRIES AND DRY 

CLEANING ESTABLISHMENTS IN YOUR HEADQUARTERS CITY AND 

OTHER LOGICAL POINTS IN YOUR TERRITORY. IN THE OTHER 
REC- 38 

OFFICIS THIS CIIDIAlIZATION MAY BE LIMITED ro SUCH 
- : . 0,,l; ~... ~' 

ESTABLISHMENTS IN THE LARGER CITIES A~':., TI~. MI:..\T :f s
1968 

SUGGESTED THAT THOSE ESTABLISHMENTS LOCATED IN THE LOWER 
-!'- ll1.lllltl 

CLASS ROOMING HOUSE AREAS BE CONTACTED FIRST. IN ADDITION 

PERSONAL CONTACT FOR PURPOSE OF SHOWING SLICK PHOroGRAPH&. 
Tolson __ 
Deloach~ OF SUBJECT SHOULD BE UTILIZED WHERE JUSTIFIED. 

, I 
Mohr ; , , ': 
Bishop Vj i i,l f 

Casper ' 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 
Feit __ _ 
Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ 

Sull1van __ 

EJM:cs 
(3) / 

;~;t~~, -- re. a:. MAY o 
Tele, Room _ U U V 

MAIL ROOM□ 

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO .•• "' e --- ., . ,.,_ 

1968 . ,· 'Q\ 
TELETYPE UNIT ffi ;-\ 

/'j 

JJ 
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TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHICAGO, JACKSON, KANSAS CITY 
MEMPHIS, MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS, ST. LOUIS, SAVANNAH, 
SPRINGFIELD 

RE: MURKIN 

MEMPHIS IMMEDIATELY FURNISH EACH OFFICE SUFFICIENT 

BACKGROUND REGARDING LAUNDRY MARKINGS AND ANY OTHER 

PERTINENT INFORMATION ON THE LAUNDRY ASPECTS OF THIS CASE. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

NOTE: In view of the fact that the subject in the past 

frequently utilized laundries and dry cleaning services and 
has been described as neatly dressed, the designated offices 
are being instructed to intensify laundry coverage by displaying 
the slick photographs of the subject previously fu nished those 
offices. This coverage may possibly assist in his location and 
apprehension. 

- 2 -
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

• S0!0-106 

' UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

i 

C.L.~cGo~-,, 
--,. ·J ,,"' 

/ 

MURKIN 

• 
DATL May 1, 1968 

1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Long 

,'1 I --

, . ; I " 

f , , l · _ __ ·- ___ _ 

·,,]11·:1:· ---

'r,'1,j ______ _ 

)_. -1-Lr·· ,.,,f~r 
.,. l 

On the night of 5-1-68, SA Louis Sims, Intelligence Di\tision, 
Secret Service, Washington, D. C., telephonically furnished the following 
information to Extra-Duty Supervisor H. E. Helgeson. 

At approximately 7 p. m., 5-1-68, Q..e received a call from an 
individual identifying himself as Bailey Manri;;~dlin, 77 East Amelia 
St!et. Orlando. Florida. Sandlin describecfhilhself as a white male, 
born_ I and divorced. Sandlin stated that at approximately 
8:30 a. m., 4-26-68, as he approached his office at 1906 Weft Colonial 
in Orlando he observed a man sitting in a car under the carport at his 
office. Sandlin approached this individual and asked if he could help him. 
The individual stuck a snubnose in his face and said "You ain't never seen 
me" and drove off. He was in a 1967 or 1968 dark blue Chevrolet bearing 
a Florida license, partially recorded by Sandlin as 7Wl5. Sandlin thought 
this individual appeared to be identical with James Earl Ray. He was 
interviewed by Special Agents of the Orlando FBI Office but was calling 
today because he felt the Vice President should have this information. In 
addition, he told Sims that he had seen the same car circling his house 
three times on the night of 4-29-68. He also told Sims that he thought 
Charlotte McDaniels, Sandlin's girl friend, knows something about the 
King killing. Sandlin was calling Secret Service from the Mt. Dora Motel, 

Mt. Dora, Florida. . . .,· ,k CJ ·~; . :: ? " ( / 
Supervisor Lee Bellanger, Tampa Office, advised that on 4-26-68, 

Agents at Orlando interviewed Sandlin who furnished them with the informa­
tion concerning the man observed under the carport at his office. At that 
time Agents noted he was very vague and when pressed for a description of 
the man he observed, he hesitated and then carefully scrutinized one of the 
interviewing Agents and related the description of this Agent. The Agents 
followed up and checked with Sandlin' s secretary for any information she 
might have and she advised them that she had not been at the office that 
morning. She said that Sandlin was an alcoholic and when drinking suffered 
from hallucinations. Supervisor Bellanger also stated that Agents~ later in 
the day on 4-26-68, observed Sandlin in a very intoxicated condition. 

HEH:hw 
(3) CONTINUED - 0 VER 

I ""' i ,-,,?, t . 
lJ e 
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• 
Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 
RE: MURKIN 

• 

Supervisor Fred Buol, Jacksonville Office, advised on 
4-29-68, the Jacksonville Office had received a call from Sandlin 
at the Mt. Dora Motel in which he related similar information as 
that furnished to the Orlando Agents. The Jacksonville Agent 
observed that Sandlin appeared to be intoxicated at that time. 

ACTION: 

Tampa and Jacksonville have been instructed to 
submit the results of their contacts with Sandlin. 

- 2 -
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Tolson __ _ 
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ _ 

Trotter __ _ 

Tele. Room_ 
Holmes __ _ 
Gandy __ _ 

Airtel 

To: SACs, Jacksc-nville 
Tampa 

From: Director, FBI 

MURKIN 

5-2-68 

,,--., /) ~ ,_ 

I.,,, ' 1 - Mr. Hudson 

Re Bailey Mann Sandlin - complainant, 77 East 
Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida. 

Re Bureau telephone culls to Jacksonville and 
Tampa 5-1-68. 

Although the license number of the automobile 
Sandlin referred to was allegedly partially recorded as 
7W15, Jacksonvi 1 le should ?. ttenpt to deternine tJumgh 
state records whether 7W15 could be a complete number; 
and if so, set out appropriate leads. 

FJH:jlh 
(6) 
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Dir, of F. BI. 
Edger Hoover 
FBI Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

• 
TRUE COPY 

• 
Box 113 County Home R. D. 
Una, S. C. 
April 24, 1968 

I would like some inf irmation of the Death of Martin 
Luther King. I would like to know. Where He was assassinated. Where 
He was Berried. and Where his furinal was heald. and Who was there. 
Where was he at. What dat was he shot. 

Sincerely, 
Donald Hild 

1%8 
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• 
l I c./ 

1\Ir. Donald,,Hild 
Box 113, County Home 
Una, South Carolina 29378 

Dear llJr. Hild: 

:rvray 2, 1968 

In response to the inquiries in your letter of 

Arril 24th, i'.iartin Luther King was shot and killed at the 

Lorraine J'viotel, Niemy::his, Tennessee, on Arril 4th. The 

funeral was held on April 9th in Atlanta, Georgia, where he 

was interred on that date. You may wish to consult your 

local newspai:,er for an account of those in attendance at the 

funeral. 

Sincerely yours, 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 

WMG:mew 
(3) I) 

, / 

MAIL ROOM D TELETYPE UNIT D 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) • 
F B I 

Date: 5/7-/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ----------;-;;;------:-~-,-----------------c:--------~I 
(Type in plaintcxt or code! 

Via ____ -~_I_R_T_L_' l_, ___ _ 
( f' riori ty) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FHI (44-38861) 

FROH: SAC, PHILADELPHIA (44-1368) (~) 

SUSJECT: }1URKFJ 

Re Atlanta airtel 4/25/68, regarding cars stolen 
from Georgia subsequent to 3/23/68. 

No vehicles have been recovered in the Philadelnhia 
Field Division that were stolen in the state of Georgia sub­
sequent to 3/23/68. 

r ---

3-,/--' Bureau (44-38861) 
2 - 1-'!emphis (44-1987) 
2 - Atlanta (44-2386) 
1 - Philadelphia (44-1368) 

KKS/JBK 
( 8 ) 

" 
Approved: --,--,-----'-Li-/, _r:,_. 1_,/:_I _\ _'~-· ' __ 

' Spe2i'd(~geht inkharge 

Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) • 
F B I 

Date: 5/2/68 

Transmit the following in -----------------------------, 
(Type in plaintcxl or code! 

via ___ ---=-cA~IR~T_E=L~_ 
(l'riority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, PEI (44-38861) 

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (44-1368) 

SUBJECT: MURJCIN 

Re Bureau airtel to Philadelphia and Pittsburgh 
4/26/68 regarding Mrs. JO ANN CROSS _-_ Complainant. 

JO ANN CROSS was interviewed and her letter 
orally acknowledged. 

CROSS could furnish no additional information 
to elaborate on the letter which was furnished as enclosures 
to re Bureau airtel and could furnish no information of 
specific value. 

Her total information appeared to consist of 
assumptions on her part formed from overhearing parts of 
a conversation of individuals who were discussing the 
recent murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

CROSS was unable to make a positive identification 
of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY with anyone whom she 
observed on the bus as mentioned in her letter. 

3 - Bureau (44-38861) 
l - Pittsbur&.1 
l - Memphis (44-1987) 
l - Philadelphia (44-1368) 

REJ: jp 
(6) 

C. C. - Bishop 

2 M/.\Y 3 1958 

- --- ------·· 

Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 
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FD;36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 
\ 

., 
. J ' FBI 

Date: 

I 
5/2/Ge 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I • , I 
Y) / µ-- - I 
'\/ .,, . . I 1Jfi. /, · I 
If. . I 
, I 

Transmit the following in ------------------,---------------1 
(Type in plaintexl or code) 

fl I .~t ]~~~ L Via __________ _ 
(Priority) I 

________________________________________________ L ______ _ 

DITT~CTOR, FDI (44-38861) 

~~:nclose:d for the Bureau :i.s ri XProx cop,.' of ;-i. n,:ws 
item trom the "Grand I1apids Herald'' tH'WSp8per, d2,"..:ec~ f3/1B/.5: 
re Doc to,· DOTTGLAS D • DLOCKSMA. 

TlH: 1J6E Grnnd I;apids City Dh·ect()ry lists DrJUGLi\S D. 
BLOCJCS:,IJ',, wii·c :Ni\NCY rJ., rcs:ichng at 2f:i2'.1 Union, SE. Hif; 
oc~upntion is listed as Psychologist, with offices at 1128 
r-.:~ d j_s on, 

The records of the Merchants Service Bureau, lJO 
rc1,_rnroc-:, Nt·, Gr::1nd Hapids, as made avni1ci.bJ.c by Mn,. sTANJ~'I 
STILES, Ih~porting Division, to Sf ~~DV/IN ,JOHN L.c~NGI:, l'C::\'C',1lcC! 
th::i.t DoL~tor DOUGUS D. BLOCIG3iv1i\, 2521 Union, s;~, Grand l:r:pids, 
wife NANCY, is approxil!la tely t)l years o:f agf'. He hD.~, bt·cn 
in the Credit Bures:u Jiles since 1949. He is a native of 
Grand napids and attended Cnlvin College in Grand Rapids. 
He received his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. From 
1942 to 1916 he was in the military service first as a 
Psychologist with i.he Classification Department nnd secondly 
with the Psychiatric Service of the Navy. 

In 1949 Doc to1· BLOCKSMJ, was named the Di rec to1· 
of Pupil Personnal in the City of Grand Hap:i_ds Public Schools 
when that position was created. He served in that capacity 
for six years and then resigned to en~er private practice. 
Dc,r.tor BLOCKSMA specializes in psychological services to 
private industry. He also served on ~he night faculty of Hope 
College in Holland, Michigan, baj.nning in 1955. 

3 - Bureau (Enc. 1) (RM) REC- 97 
1 -- Detroit t\:e 
:!1JF/cmt . Zos?t .. ,, 1 

Sent _______ M 

j / 
i 
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