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PFCnRCS TELEPV0NF co,MPA~Y LOS ANGFLFS REVFAL CALL 

FROM J:?O\JIA TO F'OUR SEVFN Tliln Dl\SH S~VFN SEVEM ZFRC' ~'.IME:, 

LICTFD TO STEVE BCMSE, ONE C~E SEVE~ crx SEVF~, SU~SET 

t::OULF'JARD, PEL /'iIP, C/'LIFOR~1IA. SFRVICE TC Tl-'.Ic ~-•m1?FP 
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G0 t1~1
); n1 EFT, l'.~1n °t\LE A~'.D pnssFS<::'.Jf"~i 0F ~1ppr,rr1cs, P-T ASC''._1J_T 

1.ilITJ-'. D[.t\DLY 1/E?\POt' (PLJTCPFR K'.~JIFE). f"A.Rif- ~"~.::TP' 'v'f\ 0 \•!Ip•c-c-~ Tri 

LATTE'P 0,~fP1S[. 
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FR I WASH DC 

FBI CHICI\GO 

329PM URGEMT 5/2/68 JLS 

TO DIRECTOR (44-3~861) AND '.Y1EMP'1IS (44-1987) 

F'ROl\'1 CHICAGO (44-1114) 2 P 

RE M~MPHIS TEL TO BUREAU AND CHIC.t\GO PlSTA~-'T. 

~E I ~'.TERVIEW BROTHER JERRY, f~AY ONE LAST JERRY 

STATES HAS NO I~IF'O OR INDICATION FROM JOHN RAY OR CAROL PEPPER THAT 

THEY WER~ !:'.:VER AWARE QF' SUBJECT'S WHEREABOUTS SINCE IN FTJG I TI VE 

ST~TUS. JERRY HAS NO PJF'n OR INDIC.ATION THAT A~Jy CONTACT HAS 8FP1 

WiDE BY THE SUBJECT WI TH EITHER JOHN OR CA~OL AND IS OF STRO~iG 

OPI\.lI:)~1 THAT NO CONTACT HAS BEEN MADE. IN LAST INTERVIEW At"1D GT~ER 

INT~RIJIEWS, JERRY HAS STATED THAT HE HAS READ THAT TP.E FIRST 

APPEARANCE OF ERIC STARVO GALT WAS SEPTEMB81 OME LAST AT 

BIR MI NG HAM. IN ATTEMPTING TO DETER MI NE POSSIBILITY OF BROTHER 

JOHN'S ASSISTIMG SUBJECT IN ESCAPE, JFrnY WAS QUESTIONED AS TO 

WHSTHER OR NOT JOHN DIC AID susJ~~T AND_ w~tJ§ER.BSCW!,R :cA$o}~.f!Df -... 
A"1Y INF0m•1ATI0N CONCERNING SUBJECT.9S· WHEREABOUTS FR6~~r~JE""'of-··"rn"cAfS"E 

,1 ~ P'\.\/ UNTIL NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT OF GALr·s APPEARANCE IN BIRMINGttA~'~ff 

END PAGE ONE 
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PASE TWO 

CG44-lll4 

SEPTEMBEq o~n~ LAST. Tn B0Tl-! QUESTIONS, HE ANSWERED 

~1EGA TI VELY. 

HE SAID THAT BOTH JOHN AND CAROL CLOSELY FOLLOW THE NEWSPAPER 

ARTICLES CONCERNING THE SIRJECT AND IN CONVERSATIONS WITH THEM, 

THEY HAVE DISUCSSED THE VMHOUS ARTICLES AND TO HIS lOJOWLF.DGE, 

TH I S J S TH E O N LY SO UR C E O F' I N F' QR MA T I O N Tl--! EY HA VE. t}O TE TH A T 

CHICAGO AND OTHER NEWSP.APERS HAVE PUBLISHED MAPS SETTit-.]G F'ORTH 

DATES WHERE SUBJECT KNOWN TO BE IN SPECIFIC TOlllNS .A~1f) TC?A\/EL 

ITINERARY. 

AM CC TO ATLANTA, SPRINGFIELD, ST. LOUIS, AND BIRMINGH~M. 

ARMED AND DA NG ERO US. 

LCC 

F'B I v-JA S}-1 DC 
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i:- ppnLncTrP C'")LJ tr1
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JUPISDICTin~ ~0 FI~GFRPPINTS RECEIVED ~r~c~ APRIL 

OF ~UPJECT JAMFS f~RL RAY. 
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ALLEGEDLY ST()LF WHILE 1"1PIVP.1 G ACRCSS COL'~.)TPY. H/'lRGI~' LJ~.,p,r.L[ 

rn RF~ALL APPF~PANCE 0F crnvr. ..t'o.~110 REC 8 1./1' --~ ?,:;,'f 1 

SAr FRP~Ciscn FOP~APD P4CTC nn~ALD STOUT FOR DI~PLAY TO 
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TELETYPE 

TO SACs BIHMINGHAM 
'fAMPA 
MEMPHIS 

PLAINTEXT 

URGENT 

(44-1740) 
(157-3231) 
(44-1987) 

• 

_r 

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI§ (44-38861)__.-- · I. v 
REC . 

MURKIN. 

5-2-68 

1 - Mr. Hudson 

RRBHTEL MAY ONE LAST AND TPTEL MAY ONE LAST RE 

/ 1 _ CHARLES RAY JOHNSON. 

BIRMINGHAM, REINTERVIEW SPARKS CCNCERNING INFOHi,lATION 

HE FURNISHED IN VIEW OF FACT HE IS UNKNOWN TO L.B. DEMAY. 

BHTEL OF APRIL TWENTYEIGHT LAST STATES SPARKS SAW JOHNSON 

IN TAMPA THREE DAYS PREVIOUS TO APRIL TWENTYEIGHT LAST 

AIID THAT HE FIRST SAW JOHNSON IN TAMPA ON APRIL EIGHT LAST, 

AND OBSERVED HIM DAILY UNTIL HE, SPARKS, LEFT TAMPA. CONSIDER 

FUTINISHING TAMPA WITH PHOTOGRAPH OF SPARKS AND IIIS WIFE TO 

ASSIST TAMPA IN IDENTIFYING THEM. 

TAMPA, RECONTACT PERSONNEL CIF'ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS AND 

HAVE THEIR RECORDS THOROUGHLY RECHECKED FOR ANY INFORMATION 

RELATING TO SPARKS OR JOHNSON. FROM INFORMATION FURNISHED BY 

SPARKS, IT IS APPARENT IF HE WAS NOT IN FACT EMPLOYED BY 

ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS, HE IS AT LFAST AWARE OF THE IDENTITY OF 
Tolson--
DeLoach __ 

Mohr "HOT SHOT" WHO TAMPA HAS IDENTIFIED AS L. B. DEMAY. 
Bishop-­
Casper-­
Callahan --
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NOTE: 

James Sparks advised Birmingham on 4-28-68, he was 
former employee of Royal American Shows, Tampa, Florida, and 
that he had observed one Charles Ray Johnson as an employee 
there between 4/8 - 28/68. Inquiries Royal American Shows 
disclosed no record of Johnson or Sparks, and no one recalls 
Johnson or Sparks. Sparks maintains Johnson resembles 
photograph of subject, Ray. 

- 2 -
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I l O l ?Ptv1 1J~GPH 5/l/6P ~1Jp -·-----•-·· •·-·•. I 
' 

RE 0 IRMI~SµAM TELFTVPF APQJL TWE~TYEIGHT, LAST, TAMPA TEL 

L. 8. CFVAY, WP0SE IDENTITY IS K~owr TO PURFALJ, IS AL~C 

fl 

['~MA.Y ADVI~F~ HE HIRFS A.ND PAY~ PEP~O~'ALLY P'.LL ~ F'XTP..l\C: 
; I n 

U.~E P.1"I.: r--Hf1-TE POUG!-!IES t1~1n1JOH n~: Ff'.IRGROU~.1Dc, TA\·1PA .• H~ p~c 

~
10 n~1F DEFH'1TELY SLEEPS 0~'. A~ty TRIH~'. AND ~10 FXTP.A~ ARF TC SF ~!I?FD 

IHHIL THEY PEACH THE ROYAL AJv]ERICM.1 S~~~ FIRST STCP. Tf-/E s1-1r1.i1s 

ARP:- MCT TO MOVE OUT TO T,AMP~ qUA-RTERS ur-iTIL MA,Y TJ•,T~1_TYFIVE, s.rxTY ~, .. ·_./ 
· 0 £.C ~ /µ~;. - ; rf/ "-.1 J 

I\ Pu .I ,/ 

EIGHT. DEf't1AY STATFD HF COULD ~.)()T RFCALL J/1.M~~ SPA.,J/s ~'nR 1:!IFt, 

HF IS 0U0TE HE IS HALF CRAZY 
:z:::; MAY 6 1968 

j 
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WJLL ~nT PURSUF ~~TTEP FURT4FR UtCP. ME~PHIS ~HOULD DISPEGARD 
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( 0 

FBI WA SH DC 

Fl3I BIRMGHAM 
. ---.... ~ . ~-:- -·-

409 PM URGENT 5-1 -68 JGA 

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, MEMPHIS 44-1987 AND TAMPA 
/ 

FROM BfRMINGHAM 44-1 740 3P 

lVJURK IN. 

t) RE BIRff'INGHAM TELETYPE APRIL TWENTYEIGHT, LAST, AND TAMPA 

TELETYPE APRIL TWENTYNINE, LAST. 

JAMES SPARKS, TWO ZERO ZERO ELEVENTH STREET, ROBINWOOD, F'OR-

rvJERLY EMPLOYED BY ROAYL AMERICAN SHOWS, WAS CONTACTED THIS DATE BY 

BUREAU AGENTS REGARDING CHARLES RAY JOHNSON, AND FURNISHED THE 

F'OLLOWI MG I NF ORM~. TIO N: 

HE FIRST OBSERVED JOHNSON WHEN HE CJOHNSON) CAME TO THE WI NIER 

F~IRGROUND OF ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS AT TAMPA, FLORIDA, ON APRIL 

EI GI-! T, LAST, SEEK I NG EMPLOYMENT AS AN "EXTRA". JOHNSON APPEAR ED 
·n• 

: 

NEATLY DRESSED, WAS WEARING A DARK BROWN stJ?INESS SUIT, AND IS 

DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, SIX F'EET TO SIX F'EET Twolf~J:{i~i~~-; c/-;·; // 
. uaw.. ~~---

OME SIX FIVE TO ONE SEVEN FIVE POUNDS, DARK BROWN if-A IR. ~;_:j MAY 
6 1968 

SPARKS ADVISED JOHNSON WAS HIRED AS A "RO UGH IE" ARO-~ HE 
I -

CONCESSION STANDS TO PERF'ORM ODD JOBS, SUCH AS, PAINTING, STOCKING 

AND MOVING SHOW EQU
1

;)ENT. F'ROM CONVERSATIONS WITH JOHNSON, SPARKS 

~D~~v~•, o·,;E ;I 1 
'· 0@ , I~ 

-
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PA GE TWOO 

ADVISED HE BELIEVES JOHNSON IS TOTALLY UNF'AMILAR WITH THE OPERATI0!11 S 

OF AN AMUSEMENT PARK AND THE FUNCTIONS OF A "ROUGHI E." SPARKS STATED 

HE OBSERVED JOHNSON DAILY F'ROt.1 THE DATE HE ARRIVED UNTIL FOUR DAYS 

AGO WHEN HE (SPAqKS) LEFT THE COMPANY T0 SEEK NEW EMPLOYMENT. 

SPARKS FURTHER ADVISED THAT IN HIS OPINION JOHNSON ACTED VERY 

"!ERVOUS AND WAS WARY OF STRANGERS AROUMD THE SHOW. 

SPARKS STATED THAT AS A~l "EXTRA", JOHNSON WAS PAID IN CASH or,: 

A DAILY BASIS AND PROBABLY LIVED ON THE TRAIN WITH THE REST OF THE 

SINGLE i!t~LE EMPLOYEES. SPARKS ADVISED THAT EMPLOYEES HIRED AS 

EXTRAS ARE NOT INCLUDED ON THE PAYROLL BY NAME BUT ARE LISTED AS 

EXTRAS ONLY. 

SPARKS ADVISED THAT THE CONCESSION SUPERVISOR FOR ROYAL 

AMERICAN SHOWS IS KNOWN AS "HOTSHOT" AND WOULD UNOOUBTEDLY KNO'.v 

JOHNSON. SPARKS STATED HEB ELIEVED THE SHOW IS ENROUTE TO MEMPHIS 

AI\JD WILL EVENTUALLY SET UP IN CANADA. * 
MRS. LINDA SPARKS, WIFE OF JAMES SPARKS, ADVISED SHE WAS E~-

PLOYED ON THE CONCESSION STANDS OF ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS, AND AFTER 
PHOTC-t:,t?J'q .. ~•~ ,:>r -' , < ;- 1.., 

OBS ER VI NG A PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT RAY, SHE STATED THAT THIS ~ A (,:', -:i;,_ 
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PAGE THREE 

TAMPA, WILL RECONTACT ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS AND ATTEMPT TO 

LOCATE A ND INTERVIEW "HOTSHOT" REGARDING JOH NS ON. 

MEMPHIS, WILL CONTACT ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS, IF' LOCATED IN 

MEMPHIS, TO INTERVIEW "HOTSHOT" REGARDING CHARLES RAY JOHNSON. 

END 

CAB 

ARMED A~JD DA~GEROUS. 

F'B I WASH DC 
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F' "I\[ST"'."', M?/\'p~qc:-, 0 1::-r·1~'S)-161Y•, 
\ 

rµJC~Gn or~ er. L0VJc:-

~VS~TIVE T0 DATE. 

• 
I 

if 

l J 

MAY 6 1968 
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• 5010-106 OPTIONAL ,ORM NO. 10 

MA t 1962 EDITION 

G\'- GEN. REG. NO. 27 • UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Mr. DeLoach 

DATE: IVlay 3, 1968 

. .,, 1 - Mr. Iviohr 
FROM : A. Rosdn. 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - l\1r. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop 

1 - Ivir. Conrad 
1 - IVIr. Gale SL:BJECT: 

C 
MURKIN 

1 - Mr. :Malley 
1 - Mr. IvicGowan 
1 - Mr. Long 
1 - Mr. McDonough 
1 - lVIr. Martindale 

1 - Wir. Sullivan 
1 - lVIr. Trotter 

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Lttached is a photograph of Ray that has just been obtained from 
the Postal Inspector of Los Angeles. It has been determined from 
identifying numbers on the back of this Polaroid print that the film was 
manufactured in August, 1967. The photograph was mailed on or about 
2/17/68 to a girl Ray had written through a correspondence club. This 
is considered the best picture of Ray yet obtained since it shows more 
detail of the lines and features of his face than previous photographs have 
shown. 

ACTION: 

This photograph is being duplicated for wide distribution 
through field offices and Legats. 

f 

;) 
, I 

• l 

I COPY MADE FOR I,ITI~--TOLSON J 
_,J.,,-}' :} /-''7 ¥ <~ • -~ 
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FSI ~tiEMP1-1IS 

538P, u'RGFNT 5/2/6s CAF' 

t 
FRO~': 

J',-l-
IS (44-1987) 1 P 

, 
I ) 

DEP~E['!~TIOMS DIVISION, POSTAL INSPECTORS, U. S. POST OF'i:;-ICE 

DEP.6.RTMEWI", UASHINGTON, D. c., ADVISED THAT AVAILABLE RECORDS 

CCHlCERMI ~\3 RAY'S CONVICTIOr-J IN NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE, F'0:1 POSTAL 

Vl'"lLti.nn~JS WAS f\Y\DE AVAILABLE TO FBI, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, 

BY P'1ST~L H!SPECTOR IN CHARGE, DONALDSON, AT KANSAS CITY. 

SJJ ~LEY CO UN TY SHERI Fr• S OFFICE, MEMPHIS, REVIEW I NG 

LATENT PRIMTS OF UNKNOWN SUBJECTS IN LOCAL CASES AGAINST 

PRINTS OF' RAY. REVIEW BEING MADE OM A CONTINUING BASIS 1 . 

I • 
!i 

-, ,, t 
. . ~ 

j 

DUE TO VOLUME OF' LATENTS OBTAINED DURING Pm4liN~E9;J1oii~~ .. ,·, ---
AVIS, HERTZ, AND NATIONAL CAR RENTAL SERVICE BEPlG 25 MAY 6 l:· ( 

CAMVASSED ON NATIONWIDE BASIS THROUGH THEIR RESPECTIVE 

CH!TRAL OFFICES TO LOC,I\ TE DON1\LD STOUT. A AND D. P. 

END 

GJM A~D HOLD FOR ONE 
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• 
i;p I KA ~,i CI TY 

Tn DIR-1:STOR (44-.3><861) 

,~ TT E ~1 TI 'J :!: IDEN TI FICA TI O M DI VIS I O ~l 

FR')f,1 l(A~1 SAS CITY (44-760) 2P 

,, . l'iHJR }(I r,! 

pc- HOUSTOM TELETYPE TO BUREAU, MAY ONE LAST. 

• 
) 

r 
/ 

c:>E: DENNIS WADE FONTE'.HJOT, AKA JAMES DE~Jms 1:JADE, F3I 

1'JlJfViB5:q r;:JGHT SIX ZERO FOUR EIGHT ~11 NE B. 

P 1 J:;'QRMATJn~1 DE:V~LOPED THAT R1\Y HAD A~J INt'."iATE C'JF rvirssoURI 

)(A r,lSA S CI TY, MO. PD NUMB £P MI NE EIGHT SIX THREE ZERO, SERVED 

TI•vi~ moM MARCH SIXTEEN, NINETEE~~ SIXTYTWO TO MAY TWO, 

r,1 PffTEEN SIXTYTHRSE. KAMS?i,S CITY, MO. PD RECORDS REVEAL 

FO~!TE~1NOT w .. ~s LAST ARRESTED It,) KArlSAS CITY MAY THREE, 

~,
1I NF.TE~~, SIXTY THREE, FOR BEING DRUMK, F'I NED TEN OOLLARS At-JD 

~ND PAGE QNL 
) 

l 

. 1 

i - -.. ! 
,,-.·--~-.-·.:~ ... .; 
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XC 44-760 

PAGE TWO 

RFLEASED MAY Fouq, NINETEEN SIXTYTUREE. NO FURTHER 

I r,1FORMATION DEVELOPED IN KANSAS CITY RE FONTENNOT. 

RE WILLIAM THOMAS JACOBS, FBI MU!YBER TWO FIVE THREE ZERO 

FOUR ZERO ZERO. 

JACOBS WAS MOT LOCATED THROUGH CREDIT, CRIMitJAL, Ai'JD 

A CHECK OF ti.LL TRUSK Dl'.?IVER UMI0~1s Il\1 KAMSAS CITY. 

IDEMTIFICATION DIVISION REQUESTED TO FURtnsH KAMSAS 

CITY WITH ARREST RECORD OF FONTEMNOT, FBI MUMBER EIGHT SIX 

ZERO FrJUP EIGHT ~llf-1E BAND THE RECORD OF JACOBS, FBI NUf·BE.R 

T':10 FI VE T4R ~E 7. 8=? 0 F'Q UP ZERO ZERO. 

ARM ~D A MD DA NG ERO US. 

P. 

WPK 

F'BI WASl-f DC _ 
CALLED: ' ;) t. N ~-

• . r ( . ! M.. , . __ ,' .. '--
By ___ Time~:/ ~-
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) - -
FBI 

Date: 5/2/68 

Transmit the following in---------=---------------­
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ Ac:...i..I.....,R..J.T_,_E..._.J..,_, __ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (44-1368) 
·--~ 

SUBJECT:' MURKlN 

Re Bureau airtel 4/22/68 to Philadelphia. 

On 4/24/68 SAs NED W. HERSMAN and MICHAEL B. DAVIS 
contacted ARIEL TINSLEY regarding her letter to MR. HOOVER. 

MISS TINSLEY said she saw the referenced individual 
only one time, at which time she was walking home on Cobbs 
Creek Parkway behind the individual she believed to be GALT. 
She said she only saw that he had a full face and was in 
work clothes. This was on April 5, 1968, the day after the 
murder. 

She has not seen this individual since and could 
not identify the photo of JAMES EARL RAY as being identical 
to the individual she saw. MISS TINSLEY could furnish no 
further information of value on the individual. 

Information copy being furnished Memphis. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

3 Bureau (44-38861) (RM) 
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TELETYPE 

• 
PLAINTEXT 

URGENT 

TO: SACS, BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS 

• 
5/2/68 

1 - Mr. Long 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 
SEE NOTE ON REVERSE SIDE 

MURKIN 

REBUTEL FOUR TWENTY-FOUR SIXTY-EIGHT. 

BUREAU IS DISSEMINATING THE REPORTS IN THIS CASE TO 

THE DEPARTMENT, THEREFORE, BUREAU AUTHORITY IS GRANTED 

TO BIRMINGHAM ro DISSEMINATE ONE COPY EACH OF THE REPORTS 

OF ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES AND MEMPHIS TO USA R 

,.-,e:gunNGHAM. COPIES OF REPORTS SHOULD NOT BE DISSEMINATED 

:::~: USA, MEMPHIS OR ANY OTHER USA. 

ADVISE USA, BIRMINGHAM IN WRITING THAT REPORTS 

: 01{ CONTENTS THEREOF ARE FOR THEIR OWN USE AND NOT ro 
( . REC~ 6~ , 
(D8, DISCLOSED TO OUTSIDE PERSONS.f~.A~ll11 i - -..__ ---~ AIR MAIL COPIES ro ATLANTA AND LOS ANGELES. 

19 MAY 6 1968 
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NOTE: Reports from Atlanta, Birmingham, Los Angeles and 
Memphis Divisions received. Process obtained in this case at 
Birmingham, Alabama, and Birmingham was directed to confirm 
prosecutive opinion of USA by letter. The above offices were 
instructed not to disseminate the reports until Bureau instructs 
otherwise. The reports have now been read and in view of the 
fact that the evidence and the results of Lab examination of the 
evidence have been sent to Memphis, the reports should be 
disseminated to the Department at this time. Birmingham is being 
instructed to disseminate reports to USA at Birmingham. 

See Memo Rosen to DeLoach, same caption, dated 
5/2/68, REL:cs. 
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