
~D-~ (,,:.ev. 5-22-64) • • 
FBI 

Date: 8/26/68 

Transmit the following in---------------------------< 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ____ A_I_R_T_E_L __ _ 
(Priority) I 

________________________________________________ L _______ -

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR., FBI 

SA-=:, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

~TIJRKIN 

tle Chicago teletype to the Bureau, 8/23/68, indicating 
subject JAMES EARL RAY was 0mployed under the name JOHN L. H.AYNS, 
Social Security No. I I for the period May 3, 1967 
through June 24, 1967. 

It is requested that Bureau permission be given to 
have Baltimore check Baltimore Source 4 for any additional 
employments under that Social Security number. 

r---/4 )_ Bureau 
J (1 - Baltimore) 

( 1 - Me mph is) 
2 - Memphis 

(1 - ME 66-1950 re Baltimore Source 4) 
JCH:ME 
(6) 

.' / 

M Per _______ _ 
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FD-36 (Rev. ,5-22-64) • ... 

FBI 

Date: 8/27 /68 

Transmit the following in ----------,--------:--c----------::-:----------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL 
Via _________ _ 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

/ ' MURKIN / 

00: Me mph is 

Re Bureau airtel 8/21/68 re(Yarding "DONALD JAMES 
NISSEN, Paro'le Violator," a recently apprehended parole 
violator. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 4 copies of a 
letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination to the 
U. s. Board of Parole. 

Kansas City Office has been requested to 
interview LEROY MC MENAMAN and to submit results in a 
letterhead memorandum. 

The identities of the FBI Agents who interviewed 
NISSEN on 6/2/67 are unknown to the Memphis Division, as 
are the identities of Agents who interviewed Mrs. SYBIL EURE 
on 8/2/67 and 5/13/68. ·· {fC. 24 f i · : . · ,,- 1-:.1 .. -

,JI NISSEN was arrested and fn/.,r;, ieW"d, at st. Lou fs1, 
Mo., ~:

1
/68, by SAs CLETIS B. BIDEWELL and G. WAYNE MACK. 

1 
. tj~cdA'M·u ( Encs. 4) ¥~ Memphis 

JCH: gmh : t .) '.) , ,~ S 
(5) 3 

Per _______ _ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

• UNITED STATES DEPART:\IENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

~i. o : lJC·{Ji:l I.JD tI li :,n~ :3 >. I 3 ~31~ :>~ 
P,L:.GL,.~ Y ICLA. TO.: 

' 
Cn ,h1 ne 2, 19~17 1 i.Jonald Ja··,1e~s:::,,e:u, ::-sr 

:,u1,1l.Jcr 307.320 .. ~, t)ien an inniafe of t11e Count~· JZ, il, 
~~cr~an, Texas, advised a Jpecial B~c~t of the Zederal 
Bureau or Investigation that while in Leavenwortt 
Fl=-cnitentia:::y, Leavenworth, _:f~~l}§_::l.s, from J"uly, L~',.Jv, 

until ,April, 1907, lje bocaine very .friendly \1.:itl1 2.n in:,12.tc 
identi:2ie6 a:::; Lcro~c:Jena1;1ai1, t;:Lssc~i: des,:::i·i.bec: :,:c.;e~1a1,1ac 

I :.c;s llavir,u co:nC- O!"i~inn 11-:.,, :2rom \✓ estei'i1 ,:ansas a 1 :u :is I •' ._, ., 

! Lavine.· allegeclr been a .lississippi L1outle::gc.·. ,.ccc1·c:.Lr;•• 
to idsscn, Le and dc:,Icna1ilar1··1.vo1·t:ed t;)[_,;Ctl:e1· in tl C ~,l,OC' 

factory at L8avonworth. 

Just before 1'.issen 1.•;as paroleci: :-lc .. :e11a•,1a:1 
o.pp1·oac!ied him ancl stated he knew I,rissen was goit,,,~· to 
Htlanta and Le told Uisse::n tliat '.

1
:100, 000 Lad been 

ol:fered !)/ tlie 1;liite .Cnigi1ts oL tl.e Lu ~(lux 1:,lai1 u:L 
,,.:u,sissippi (Wi{l~Io~c:·,;) to lJe paid 10 anyone w:io ·,1.ould 
kill ;.Iartiu LutLe1· King, Jr. I,issen t,aic1 tllat 1:c;lci~O.,i!Z,n 
instructed lliill to contact a .'.!rs. 1~uro at tl~c .i.:;Ln'e .,calty 
Cm,1pany, Jackson, ;:ississippi. :.!c.ienai:1an indicatot_; 11e 
would write to ;,Irs. i~u1·e thc1.t 1-fisscn was ''okay· and v:l,en 
Ni::,SCn contacted i,irs. ;~ure she sLoulc1 ,;;rite to .h:.,;et,aunn 
il 11 ci t c 11 i 1 i m t b a t 'Don " ha cl a r r iv e cl • 

Jc,ecorGs of LeavenwortL Pc1Jtentiary, LeavC11'.'.'ortii, 
;Ca:isas, rci'Jc:·t 1-l;at· 01w Leroy 3asi! 1·tt-l€--Me.namMn, a wLite 
ma1c, born I . l began Lis sentence at 
Leavenworth on Ja nu::1ry 18, lQGJ. Ti1cse recorc1s ;_·c i' lcc t 
ti1at }Ic:.Icnaman llad written often tu a :3:,rbil }~ure \'.'i10 

lives iu .Jackson, :Iississippi, :::tnd tll8.t lie hac1 received 
seven visits from ;J:.rbil .i:•;ure. Ti1e:::3e 1·ecorcl:; lifftnc1' 
re:ilect tliat ;.Ic;.icna1i1an plannec1 to wor\~ wit~1 :..J")1Jil r:1.11·c 
in tlie 1·cal estate h .. i~;iucss upon liis release :t1·oi"1 i,cavcm•;o2·ti 

-;9 (/:~ / 
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1 

DONALD JAMES NISSEN 

On August 8 1967 Mrs. Sybil Mre 
- Scaw.Qn. - 

Jackson, Missis ppi, advisedTh - pecial gent of the 
e'tTiireau of Investigation that she was well 

acquainted with Leroy McMenaman and frequently 
corresponded with him at Leavenworth Penitentiary. 
She explained that early in 1964 she rented a room at 
her residence where McMenaman stayed for a few weeks 
and that as far as she knew this was the only time 
he had spent in Mississippi. She did not believe him 
to have ever been involved in Klan activities or to 
have ever associated with anyone involved in Klan 
activities. She also denied any personal involvement 
in Klan activities. 

She stated she had never heard of Donald James 
Nissen and she denied having any knowledge of any plot 
to kill Martij-i Luther King, Jr. 

owing murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, Mrs.JS,Ur.e,..was reinterviewed by Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation regarding 
the possibility of her having any knowledge of a plot 
to murder King. She said she recalled that in 1964 
when she first met McMenaman the murder of three civil 
rights workers in Neshoba County, Mississippi, was getting 
a great deal of publicity and the Sheriff of Neshoba 
County was presumed to be, according to the news media, 
a member of the Klan. She recalled mentioning to 
McMenaman that her business was in minor financial 
difficulty and that if she approached the Sheriff of 
Neshoba County, she could probably get $ 100,000 for 
killing King. She said she now realized that McMenaman 
had taken her casual statement seriously and she also 
realized, since King's murder, the seriousness of such 
a statement. Mrs. Eure denied having any knowledge 
of any plot to murder King. 

-2-
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DONALD JAMES NISSEN 

On the morning of August 5, 1968, Donald James 
Nissen, who was then being sought for violation of his 
parole, surrendered himself at St. Louis, Missouri, 
to Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Nissen advised these Agents that he had been living and 
working in Tampa, Florida, and furnished the following 
information as being the reason for his having left the 
Atlanta, Georgia, area 

Around the first or second of December, 1967, 
as he was leaving the Federal Building in Atlanta, Georgia, 
after having contacted his parole officer, Nissen was 
hailed on the steps of the Federal Building by an 
unknown individual. This person told Nissen he had 
a message for him from Mac. Nissen stated he believed 
Mac to be Leroy McMenaman whom he had known at Leavenworth 
Penitentiary and who had told him of the $ 100,000 being 
offered by the KKKKOM to anyone who would kill Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

The unknown person who spoke to Nissen then 
told Nissen that apparently someone had done some talking. 
Nissen assumed that this person was referring to infor-
mation that Nissen had furnished to the FBI in Sherman, 
Texas, in April, 1967. At this moment an associate of 
Nissen called to hiinfrom across the street and the unknown 
individual immediately walked away. Nissen assumed that 
this unknown individual had thought the person calling 
him might be a law enforcement officer and that the 
unknown individual did not desire them to learn his 
identity. Nissen stated further that the more he 
thought about this incident, the more alarmed he became 
and he shortly left Atlanta and obtained other employment. 

He said the only other incidents which aroused 
his suspicions were telephone calls made to him at his 
place of employment during which the caller declined to 
reveal his identity. Nissen stated he considered relating 
these facts to his parole officer at Atlanta but decided 
against it since he did not trust his parole officer and 
since he was afraid his parole might be revoked. He 

-3-
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DONALD JAMES NISSEN 

stated he also considered notifying the FBI in 
Atlanta but decided against this also. He stated he 
felt uncomfortable and worried in the Atlanta area in 
view of the information lie had furnished in uor1ne(:tc, 
with the bounty on Martin Luther King, Jr. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property or the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

4* 
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FE J l E H A I .. B l' J: 1 :-.\ l' 0 F l .'\ \" E ST l G J Tl O ~-; 

In RC'p!y, I 'lrnsc Refer tn 

File J\c. 

()r1 J1..1r1r~ ? , 1~;.::;r"/, i)c1 1·~. !.c1 t.l/~ ~:··,~!:; l'~i~_~;~,::;1.1 j l;'J3I 
nu1,,bc:;: (50'/3?0.·,, tJ1e11 c:,n :i11,,:z,·:.:,~ o? t11,:, Cou;,·~:} J~~:i:L, 
Sl1c1·:·1i.:l1j 1 ~rc:·:a:;> 2c~\l1-:-)cc1 [l ;_;r~2c:Jc:] i~~;c1-1t o~r ·LJ~·~ ::Tc-..~cJ_-·8.J 
13ure::,.u o:r I11vc::,:tic;:~ t:;_on tJ,_;, i.: 'i,11:i :1.2 :iii Loz\v::'j'!'.,oJ:·~h 
Pcnit2nt:L:,1">, Lc~;:t,..ion\·1c1;_'th, D'.u,:;·:.::~, ::'J·o1 1. JuJy, 1r:::;.;, 
until 1~1.J}'ll, lJ(:i'/, h2 bcc:',112 VCJ."Y :LJ.·:i.cj;c;ly v::i.tll 2.r; :i.1.·::,·::.tc, 
:L c1c ii ti :2· i c~ (1 <1 [: I.i:::-: J~ C) :1 ~.l~; Ie 11;~_ 1::.z:. il. 1;t~:..: ;-:_: C; i 1 ci_~~ ;._; (: i~ i t)cc: :.:c ~/~-:; jJf: ! ~:. r1 

a ~:3 11~1 \' :.L 12 f.~~ co ~-1·,_c~ 01, i 2: i 11:1 11 ~1 J 1"l C) ~ t v.1 c ;~~ ·L c~ J_~ 1-i ~-}1_ J~ \~-~ Z\ ~-: ~'- 11 c1 C! f:~ 

}1(t V i~-1r~· 8. 1 le: r~· C; tl 1 ~/ b-::: C: }] a : Ii~~[; 5_,_-J ;_; :i_ f) r) :i. L ()(, t J.c: ~;.-:: (.: :L' • 1\c C()]_" cl}_ il ~~; 
to 1'{5 . .:":)~~(-;11, 1"1c; r.11c1 I·Ic;,I2r1~~1.1~~11 V,/()_·:_'Jrcc1 t;cJ:~c::t}:C;.i~ ir1 tl-!C E_:}l(JC 

fact C)J~ y· a-~ l.:~) ~;.. 1J e JJ.\'.· C):~'l t 11 • 

apprur:c11ec1 l1im 
1)tla11t~1. ~incl l!c 
o:ffe;,,...,r1 b·, tJ1c . . - . ....,, '- .,,' ' ~ _,, 

~r1c~ r-_:t[1tc:c"! 11e l~11r;\) :·Ti::;~-_'.,: 1 !~ y,:~t~~ [~c,j_11~: t~o 
told 1:i:,:=-;cn tl:,l"t. ~.;JOO, 0(10 h~l.C1 L:·-2:1 
1:1i:1.tc ;~n:1-t)i.·U:; o_C tl:: :~u ::nu:~ JC12.11 o:C 

I1Ii~;si!::;siL)l)i C,!L'.(IC1:c::.:) to L-2 prdd to ,~nycrnc \1:10 v:oulc1 
kill l.:~:rtin L11tLc1.' Ling, ~Tr. h:i.:c::scn s0.ic1 tl1°1.t ;;c; ,c:r:8; '.'.., 1 

jnstructcd hi111 to contZlc ~ n :.Ir~,. I:u:.'O :tt the j~Ui'2 1:e::clty 
Co:·ar:,811~,, J2c:~sc>n, ~I~_;_·:-~i~;sil)l)j. ~.~c .. ~211~;-:.1.:,.i1 i11cijc·~~.tcc1 lie 
v.1oulc1 \.Titc to :.;:,·s. }•:u,:c th:, t 1::i.~,;:=;c11 \;:::.,_; "ol~::i.y·• c1.nc1 v,i1cn 
Ni;=_;scn contr.ctccl :'.:;_"s. }:u2'c :..--;l-ic.: sllouJ.c1 1;,-rj_tc to :,;c:\,nz,:,~n 
anc1 tell l1h1 th,~t "J)c,n" 11z,c1 2.n':ivcc1, 

17,cccJl'c~r; of L-::,:-~vcrn101'L11 1:2r,:i.tcntia:::.·y, Lsr'.vcns.':01·th, 
Eans,,s, reflect t;:,\t one Leroy E:=-,::-~il :.:c::'.cD;::,r,p, 2_ 1,:hite 
ma le, born ,.1-----------~I bq,;r,11 l• :i..~-; sentence :-t t 
Lcavcn-.:o:ctll on Ja1n1_~(r:r J~;, JJ'.3~~- T11c~:c rccorc:~_; 1·c·J~J.r:ct 
ti1rtt ~·.:c~.I,~1.1~.1;1.~!11 I18c! \\·1_ .. j_ttr~•11 of·~c111 tc) 0- :J:,}Jj_J I:1L·c·c \.'!·to 
liVC1 S i11 J~i.c;,~JC>l1, :.~tc;~;i;:_~:__~~ i~JI)j, :-~11c1 tl!~:. t lie l':2t c1 i'CCC1 i,:r:c~ 
seven vis.it::.; f1'0:;1 :::;:,-iJj_l /u1·e. 'fi10::::;e rcc:01'c1:; tn:ctt1cr 
l'Cf1cct t}1~.-L ... ~c:~C;i1~-r.1;~11 pJ.~11;1;-;(1 ·tt) \'.1 0J.~l: \\'itl1 0y0i1 i~~·:~c• 
in the rcZ:.l c~;tatc bc1::;i1:c:,;c:_; u•XPJ lii::; 1·cJ.;-c;._~;c :L'i-0:·1 J.c;,.,_,c-11·:.cii'·V·:. 
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• • 

-t.T:l CL.~;() l.!. ' 

Uri i\ ll~_:·1_1.~-· -~~ ;-~' l ;J:::, ri' jJ:;· 1
~-:). [-; :,rb :r J ~-I. }.:lL(_'(~' 

~-,~i;~:-_~t~_.:~_·::;_l)f)t 1 <~(:".':~;_.:c;cJ r. :~-r1c~c5;_-;_J /~~-c~_1 1t c)f t~ic~ 
1i1cc1ci•~:_J :11-.12.c·r~~1 cit 11·i1:Jc.~:t:i.~;~·-~~:i~r)~-i -t.L: 1.-C .c-_;~!C r::~~~-; v,-~11 
r: C' c11.10. j_ i.1·t-~-~c1 v.1 :i __ -~-, 11 )_ic::c·c) ./ :,:.c ~ 1c 1_:'::1 

;·:~:~ 1., ~tr! ci Jj• c· tJti.21~ t l:/ 
co1~r·c~;~;lJC.)J:~t11_-;c1 r.1 itl1 l1~i_t!l ~ t !11:;~t \TC!!--.,-e_)y· l:11 
Sl1e C}rr,J.~1.ir1E-:Li tJ:;~t c,·'..:cJy :t.1-j lSS<: !:~}12 

J \_; ri i ·Le 11 ·i; :i r( 11 y· • 
r o ii t c cl ;.:,. Too r·1 

l1cr· 1·c.-~iclc?;ncc \'/tLc:1. .. e ~~c!·:2)_Jr~1-~,:;.r1 st~ 1 y·c 1 J fc):1_' ~1 fc:r.' \',<:~c::~:; 
Rnc1 tL(t·C 2.f_) J-'r1 j:• 2.~; fJ!·1c~ I:nc:\') tl):i_::; '.\1~1.~:; tl.,c or11}~ ti;-:12 

to h<'\VC cvc:t· bc:2n involvr.:::c1 j_n J..J;-:n [1.c·t:ivit:ic::.; o:,." to 
l1:J\1c C\1 e1 .. H~]:-3oc:L~i-t:cc1 ,-,,itl1 r:_Jl}()_1~--~~ 5.11'{.:c>l·,.,ccJ ii-•, J-,::lz'..n 
2.ct:i.vitjc:0

;. r~;1e c:.J.:,:o cicn:Lcd any pc:r::~oi1:J.1 invo:Lvcu,,nt 
in lCl,tn ~-tci.:iv:Ltic;;. 

Sl1c r;tatc::c1 [;he b(i.c1 118\-'C:c ltc[~1":c1 of JJ8i10.le,; tf~-:r:tc;_-; 
1'Ji~;sc11 r~1ic1 [;l1(J clc11icc1 h~tvinr-: ~~11y J;rtor.11cc1c;c o~L <t11)' })lcJt 
to kill I'i8.ct:i.u. Luth.er Li.n:_:;, ch'. 

li'ollr.Ji/j_n~'.: tlw Viu:cc.lej_' o:C 7:I:ti·i::in Lutllor lC:i.nr!:, J:r',, 
on April '1, 19~;8, ;,li't3. I:m.'c was reinto1'ViO\iCcl by Sri:::ci~,l 
Agcntr., of the:: l'c.:c1o]_';-i.1 Dm'e,:u of l1Jvc~;ti'.~~:tion rq~z:rcl:i.n:; 
tho pos:.-..;ib:iJ:i.ty of hc:t hr~ving ,\ny b101.1:J.cc1gc of a plot 
to I,1lll"c1cr lCJ.n~;. She saic1 ~:;;he 1·t.,callcc1 U10.t in lSGLl 
when •si~,c first met ;;c;Icn1c1.rn11 the uurclc1· o:C tlH'ce ci\1 :LJ 
ri[Jits workc::,·r:,; in l~c,~.;hob::i. County, ;,;iss:i~,sip1,i~ \1.~s gcttin;1~ 
a g:;:ca t dcnl of publicity anc1 tl1e :::;11e:c:iLC of 1,I2sl10L~1• 

County r;as p:-ccsuuccl to be, r1.ccoJ:·c1:i.ng to the: llCi.'S 1'1Cdia, 
8. mc;,1bcT of tl1e Kl8.n, She rcc2llccl ;,1c:11tionii'2,· to 
;.Ic~Ienrct,1::111 tilat hCl' bw:;j_lJCSS \",'ZlS in rninOl' finRnci.i.1 
uifi'iculty ancl tJ1c1.t if she 2pp1·oactcc: tile S11cri:U of 
Nesl10 ba County, she could p1'oba b ly _gc t ~;JOO, 000 :C o:c· 
killin~-; ICing. Ghc f;~lic1 sllc 110\·; rcali;[.cc) tllo.t :.:c:.:cn::<.r,an 
ha cl ta k C n h C l1 (; Zl :c_; ll a J. s ·c 8. t C; l C 11 t s Cr i O l ~ s 1 y 8. n e.1 s I: e 8. 1 s 0 

r ca 1 i z c d , s i n c c ;: in~~ ' s mu r c1 c-: J.' , t 11 e s er i o us n es s of s u c h 
a statement. :i1'E;. Em:c c1cniod 11avi11;'; any tno·,:lcd[~C 
of any pJ.ot to murder King. 

-2-
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• 
:-,-1,:.-, 
:' l,_i 

~.; r ( , ,:-, ') 7 
J. i -'·: ' _, ..!\ 

• 

On tl,c: 1',::.n'ni1<: oi' fill&;Ll'.:.~t C>, l~;cc:, T);::ll],'.1c1 ,]:\:>'iC;_; 

Nj_:=;!;cn, wto v:,~; "i:l,_:n b~iur~· ~.:ou~;i1L :Cc>:i· v:i.oJ;_-[;jc)i, oi' ln:,; 
l)~::·:cc)J.c, C'l_-,·111~1.~·1r-,c'-i>'r)C' Jl·,-j,-,-,(J7-;.· r;-1- {,·•-!· T,,;17"r- • ,, ... Cl!;. 

1-..J ••.•• --.!.--~ ·.-.\. l ~ ... i::.;-•.l._1. {,t, LJ~·c, J.1,..JI..~,_,,_-,, • t~..,~-) : ,I, 

.L.l.,() C.,:·1,_.)r-.·'•t 7 /.,,- .. ~.11·!-1-.... ()·~-· J_ .. J·,r, y1'(:"'(..,r,,.,n ·1 1·~1 -,r '·., c-~-• ]·•- ..-~-•--..-'-. --r•, -'·-· --
k..>~_,-..__...., J., •· J.~ .;:_, .. _ • .,._,,_ c..,,:} ...L L -'-· l ·. -.l\ .. _,. f..'. ). :~d_;_ -._;d lt J.. ..t { \• C'}_"l L J.~~Ct (, _I .. 01-1 e 

Hisser-'- ac>v).~_;c::d U1c::::c: l\gcut 0
-" t:1~;t he u·,.c1 bcc:d Li_yju:,: o.11c~ 

\VOI'l~~j_11;; in '_I';-..1~1rj:J., J1'Jc)I1 i(!r1, ~?J;_c1 It1.t·1i:i_~_-:lJc~c1 t!J(; IcJJ.J.0 1
.:.

1 i11:-:' 
:L11-Co~.,Ll~l.tic)i_"_l ['._~3 L<:J.11~ t}1c_; 1.,C2~:~C)U fc:i1., }J:L::=.3 J.~<:.1,,,j_J1[_~ }(.;ft tJ·Jc 
l1tlc1.ntri.., c;ct)}:c·:i~~-, z1.1·c;r.·,; 

f1 J'O"'.'Ci i·h"' fi·,('·i· 0°· cnr•o-,·r' C'" ·r,-,-,c•,',,-.... l_._'l;'>r/, • . • ... '· 1 J. • v - ~...., ~ _ •. .1 . • :) .., _._ J.....1 ·..__,, __,, 1 .! ~! , ..L i.J .. '--· ; J. '.;. :_. ._----:, L j .._,,. ...__ 

as he \'.';-;.Ee: lcc1vjn;_': tl·1c Fcclc:J',! J LtLi lr.1:i n:~ in /'._tJ.8ni.;cl, GC'o:,·~~:i.a, 
nfte1· h:1\1:in;1

~ co;1t.:.-.ctcc1 11.i~ lJ~1.!:oJc CJi'f:i.cc;i~j l.,TiE,J;~cr1 \'/8.~; 
l1r.:i.luc1 Oil. tJ1c fJt.c:r1:-3 oi tlic ~-:'c;c1c:1_··0.J. I_ju:i.Jc~::.11~· lJ~,;- :.-:·.11 

trnl;nor.'n iuc1:ivi(uc1.l. 'fll:i".; pc_·i•:_-:;on to1c'. r,;:;_~;'.',en h:::: J,8.c, 
a rncr;;_:;c"1.~;c: io:,_· lijy iro,,i ;::i.c:. Xi:a:t::'. 0.,1 ~;ta tee, lw b2J:i.cvcc1 
nae to be I..r.Toy ::c~Iei1:l1:2n 1.1l1or,1 llc: l1~1cl tnO'.'.'lt ri.t J.2::•.'8l',-:o;_'t11 
P2n:itcnt:U.:.ry arid \:ho hi"'.c1 tolc1 hin" o:[ th2 :;·,100, 00.,..) bc:ip::_;· 
0£ £ c-r(,c1 by tl!c 1/!~r,:rncu to 2 ny:)nc ril10 \-;ou 1c1 ki 11 ;1c1.r t Li 
Lu th C :i.· ;nnc;; J'r • 

'fiic u11I:11ovm pc1·sou \';ho :c;poL2 to l:i~:;~]C'il u·:: n 
tolcl N:i.:::::sen tl1:1t app0.1'c11tly ~~o;,1co1\c=~ 118.ci c.1onc! so:t::: t'.",ll::i_ng. 

m:-tticin 
'i'C X8. :; , 

Nis::.;c 11 

c1.~:t~Lh:2c1 tliat thi!:3 pe:•J'[-;c:,11 r;r.s rcfej:r:i.n~:: to :i.n1:'0 1:~ 

tL;,.t lUC.'.~_,cn ll:°lc1 :Cur1Li.s:1cd to d1.c FHI in Sl:Cj'!l~tn, 
in 1\p1·il, 1~)S'/. i\t th:is no:,1cnt 2.n a:,;sc,ciatc o:f 
czi.l1cc1 to hj,:1:fro,:1 ac1·0:..:;s the rd;1·c•ct ,~nd th0 un:010'.'.n 

inc.1:i.vic1u~l iL1.;;cd:i:1.tcly \.'J.11:ecl ,1.1,•.r•y. 1Ti!':,~.:;c11 ,,s:::-a'.;,,,:'c1 tLat 
this unl:nor;n ind:i.vic1ual h~~c] thoue;llt the pe:1·3011 caJJ:i.n~; 
hilil n:i.::;lit be> .t J.:1.\•1 c1LC01'CC,.,cnt of:Ciccr D-nc1 t!D t the 
un::no\'ill inc1:i.victu21 c1ic7 not c1c:=-;i1'C tlle:-:1 to Jc8.:,:n }ljs 
i c1 '2 ll t i t y • ~i i :-~~ S C n S t Z\ t C c1 f LT t lJ C i.' t l l 2 t t 11 2 ! l O l' C 11 C 

tl10u;:)1t about th:i.s inciclent, th,:; r:orc nJa:c:•1.cc-; ltc bC?ca11c 
2,ncl he sto:ctJ.y lelt :\tJ.ctnta and obtained ot:·1cr Pr!::)loy11211t • 

. 
llc saic1 the only otl1cT jr,c:icicntE, \-.:llich nrotiE;cc1 

his suspicions 1,:crc teloplwne call:c: r,\ads to hiin at his 
place: of cuploy11Ci1t (1Ln'inz~ wliic11 tl,c c[•.lle:r c'.ccli1:ccl to 
reveal hi:" h1cntity. r-U.sscn E,t:ttcc1 he coL1sidc1·cc; rclat:i.11s· 
these facts to hifJ p:1:,.-018 office:;.· at f1tlanta but c1cc:i.c:cd 
aga:i.nst :i.t S:illCC he c]j_c] not t:1·u:0;t his p::1.l'CJlC oTfiCCl' ZlllC! 

since he ~o:z-:::; r,fra:i.c1 his p:-tr01c r;1i::;'.Ji.: be rcvo:~ec1. lie 
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FD-36 (Rev.♦5-22-6..,1) 

. . ... • 
FBI 

Date: 

• 
9-7-68 

Transmit the following in ----------:-=---,-------:-------,-,----------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _..c.cA:....:l=R=T,,,_,E=L=------- AM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P 

MURKIN 
·f} .. 
''J , I 

Enclosed are original and one copy of newspaper 
clipping re captioned matter appearing in "Commercial Appeal" 
newspaper, Memphis, under date 9-7-68. 

/ 
I' 

-- \~ 

' f 3_} BUREAU ( Enc . :f:jJ. ' 
1 MEMPHIS 

RGJ:BN 
(4) 

Approved: -----,,----,f---+------­
,.,, ('r'~ :Jl 0i:-.\ 

B.EC 36 

Sent _______ M Per _______ _ 

\ 
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F'D-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 
~ 

' • • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

i 
I • , 

Ray's Attorney Charges ' 
Holloman Hurts Task: 

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON 
Attorneys for James Earl Ray, charged with killing Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr., yesterday won nearly all their mo-. 
tions in Criminal Court to gain iaccess to ptosecution evi­
dence but immediately announced more motions will be filed. 

Arthur J. Hanes of Birmingham, chief counsel for Ray, 
charged Fire and Police Director Frank Hollomon with tak­
ing part in a "conspiriacy of silence" blocking the defense 
from talking to prospective witnesses. 

Mr. Hanes cited Capt.-----------~ 
Charles G. Wardlow of Fire 
Station No. 2, near the Lor-
raine Motel where Dr. King 
was fatally shot April 4, as a 
prospective witness who said 
he had been told not to talk. 

Mr. Holloman denied giving 
such an order. 

"l. told my men to check 
with the attorney general's of­
fice," Mr. Holloman said, 
"and that whatever is all right 
with them is all right with 
me." 

Judge W. Preston Battle told 
Mr. Hanes to put his additional I Judge Battle declined to is­
motions in writing. He set a sue a special order for witness­
hearing on the new motions for es to talk with Mr. Hanes. But 

'Sept. 18. he asked Memphis newspapers 

I 
One of the motions, Mr. to note ,that. 1$ order on pre­

~anes said, will seek to give j trial p~~c~/ spe~ifi~~ that 
him entrance to the room Ra nothing,m1f·~ to 1nh1b1t con­
' is said to have occupied at a versations between prospec­
rooming house at 422½ South · tive witnesses and counsel for 
Main, from the bathroom of the defense or pros~cution, 
which the state claims the fa-
tal shot was fired. 

Judge Battle let Mr. Hanes 
. argue at length that a "fog, a 
1 shroud of unfavorable publici­
ty" has made it impossible for 
Ray to obtain a fair trial any­
where in the United States and 
then overruled a motion to 
quash the indictment. 

"A juror acts in a quasi-judi­
cial capacity," Judge Battle 
said. "I have ibeen connected 
with the criminal courts since 
1934. I have seen cases 
drenched with publicity. But I 
believe we have obtained fair 
and impartial jurors. My con­
sidered opinion is that we can 
do that in this case." 

I. Hanes was deuied access to 
FBI ballistic test results b t 
told he could test fire th~ i; 

1 pounded rifle.and ~ve h" · 
tests mada- •~,. is own 

Tbe na ·, · 2
··-· /, 

P -~ ad~ses of 
th

rospe~1v~-w1tnesses fili more 
an six typewr'tt said A I en pages, 

B sst. Atty. James C 

.. t Ieka_sley, who did most of th; 
a mg for the state. ,,·-. 1------

me of 

Mr. Hah~s protested to the 
court that the conditions of 
Ray's imprisonment - on the 
fourth floor of the Criminal 
Courts Building, .. just, ,,abov_e 
Judge Battle's courtroom ..... 
constitute "crtiel aad inhuman 
treatment. · 

Judge Battle asked Mr. 
iHanes to put his complaint in 
the form of a written motion, 
to be argued, like the others, 
Sept. 18. 

The trial is set for Nov. 12. 
Judge Battle ordered Ray's 

attorneys to be given access to 
scores of pieces of evidence 
the state is expected to use in 
its effort to convict the 42-
year-old defendant, who was 
not in the courtroom yester­
day. 

This evidence includes the 
deer rifle said to be the fatal 
weapon·, now in the safe of 
Criminal Court Clerk J. A. 
Blackwell; fragments of the 
fatal bullet; passport and visa 
records used by Ray under the 
alias of Ramon Sneyd; finger­
prints found on a road maip and 
other objects left in a white 
Mustang, now garaged in At­
lanta and said to be the escape 
vehicle. 

Other evidence Hanes is to 
see includes penal records of 
Ray, military records, includ­
ing his proficiency as a marks­
man, motel, hotel and travel 
recol.'ds, bank records, state­
ment~ made by Ray, and 
names and addresses of all I 
orospec:tive witnesses. 

new:::.i-J'-'P'-'•, .... _t1 nd state.) 

Pg. l, Commercial 
Appeal, Memphis, 
Tennessee 

Date: 9-7-68 
Edition: FINAL 
Author: CHARLES EDMUNDSJ 
Editor: FRANK AHLGREN 
Title: MURKIN 

Character: 

or CR 
Classi fica lion: 

Submitting Office: ME.MPH! S 

D F3e1ng Invest1qatPd 
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FBI WASH DC 

FBI MEMPH\ 

FBI WASH DC 

FBI MEMPHIS 

• 

506M URGENT 9-6-58 SAB 

TO DIRECTOR ,44-38861 

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 

. 'MURK IN. 

• 
TELETYPE 

4P 

fl 
RE MEMPHIS AIRTEL TO BUREAU, AUGUST TWENTY EIGIT, 

£ 
LAST, FORWARDING ONA COPY EACH OF THREE MOTIONS FILED IN 

SHELBY COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT CSCCC), MEMPHIS, BY 

HANES AND HANES, ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL RAY; AND 

ASSISTANT DIRECTCR AL ROSEN'S TELEPHONE CALL TO MEMPHIS 
Jl,Tf I. ,. , 

THIS Dlfli,O"t'H:0 TO THE SEPTEMBER SIX, INSTANT, ISSUE OF 
f 

IHA COMMERCIAL APPEAL, A MEMPHIS DAILY NEWSPAPER, ATTORNEYS 

FOR RAY HAD A TEN MINUTE MEETING WITH CHARLES QUITMAN 

STEPHENS, PROSECUTION WITNESS, AND STEPHENS' ATTORNrY~, 

MR. JAY FRED FRIEDMAN AND HARVEY GIPSON, IN FRIEDMAff!S 

LAvJ OFFICE, MEMPHIS, AFTERNOON OF' SEPTEMBER FJ...V~ LAST. KE L,-6~ l_j i .. 

THIS ARTICLE RELATED THAT ARTHUR J. HANAS, RAYS A~ORNEY, 

WAS NOT SATISFIED WITH THE MEETING; HOWEVER, NEITHER 

HANES NOR STEPHENS's ATTORNEYS WOULD COMMENT ON WHAT 

WAS SAID. HANES REMARKED THAT STEPHENS 's ATTORNEYS HAlr~-· 

ARRANGED THE PRESENCE OF THE PRESS AND TELEVISION AT THE 

END PAGE ONE n 

5 6 St.? 11 '\c;}o\t 
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PAGE TWO 

MEETI~-~ AND THAT HANES WAS SURPRISED AT THEIR PRESENCE 

AS HE DID NOT WANT THEM THERE AS "WE COULDN'T TALK 

WITH THEM PHERE." STEPHENS' ATTORNEYS DENIED THIS 

ACCUSATION. 

ON SEPTEMBER SIX, INSTANT, W. PRESTON BATTLE, SCCC 

JUDGE, MEMPHIS, DENIED DEFENDANT'S MOTIONS TO WITHDRAW 

PLEA AND TO QUASH INDICTMENTS FOR CARRYING DANGEROUSWEAPON 

AND FOR MURDER. 

JUDGE BATTLE DID GRANT PORTIONS OF THE DEFENDANT'S 
' ~-

"MOTION TO PRODUCE," A COPY OF WHICH WAS ENCLOSEI WITH 

REAIRTEL. BATTLE INSTRUCTED THE SCCC CLERK TO ISSUE AN 

ORDER TO THAT EFFECT. THIS ORDER HAS NOT BEEN TYPED AS 

YET; HOWEVER, A COPY OF THE ORDER WILL BE OBTAINED AND 

FORWARDED TO BUREAU AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. 

ROBERT K. DWYER, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, AG'S OFFICE. 

SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS, WHO WAS PRESENT IN JUDGE BATTLE'S 

COURT FOR THE HEARING THIS DATE DVISED THAT TO THE BEST 

OF HIS RECOLLECTION JUDGE BATTLE INSTRUCTED THAT DA's 

OFFICE MAKEAVAILABLE TO THE DEfFENSE ON SEPTEMBER 

END PAGE TWO 
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PA GE THREE 

T 
EIGHJEEN, NEXT, THE WEAPON, AUTOMOBILE, ANY RECORDS OR 

DOCUMENTS RE RESIDENCY OF RAY BETWEEN PERIOD APRIL 

TWENTY THREE, LAST, AND JUNE EIGHT, LAST; RECORDS WHERE 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RESIDED BETWEEN MARCH 

TWENTY FIVE, LAST, AND APRIL THREE, LAST; PHOTOS OF 

RAY; PENAL RECORDS FOR RAY INCLUDING MEDICAL AND PSYCHIATRIC 
L 

REPORTS; MILITARY RECORDS; PASSPORT ANI VISA APPLICATIONS 

AND RECORDS OF ENTRY AND EXIT TO AND FROM THIS OR ANY 

OTHER COUNTRY; AND OBJECTS HANDLED BY DEFENDANI SUCH AS 

PMAPS, PAPERS, A 
I 

MAPS, PAPERS, AND SO FOITH. DWYER STATED THAT THE 

JUDGE ORDERED THAT THE EVIDENCE EXAMINED BY THE FBI BE 

MADE AVAILBLE TO THE DEFENDANT; HOWEVER, THE DEFENDANT 

WAS NOT ENTITLED TO REPORTS CONCERNING THE OPINION OR 

CONCLUSIONS REACHED AS RESULT OF FBI EXAMINATION OF THE 

EVIDENCE. 

DWYER STATED THAT THE ABOVE ITEMS WERE NOT THE ONLY 

ITEMS MENTIONED IN THE JUDGE'S INSTRUCTIONS TO THE 
t, 

SCCC CLERKS; HOWEVER THESE ARE THE ONLY IIEMS HE COULD RECLL 
j 

AT THE PRESENT TIMA. 

END PA GE THREE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 

PAGE FOUR 

DURING THIS HEARING, ACCORDING TO DWYER, HANES 

CONTINUED TO CRITICIZE WHAT HANES REFERRED TO AS THE INHUMANE 

TREATMENT OF RAY BY THE SHELBY COUNTY SO, MAINLY THE FACT 

THAT THE SHERIFF HAS LIGHTS AND TELEVISION CAMERAS ON 

RAY TWENTY FOUR HOURS A DAY, THAT RAY IS SEGREGATED 

FROM OTHER PRISONERS, AND AT LEAST TWO GUARDS ARE CONSTANTLY 

WITH RAY AT ALL TIMES. HANES ALSO ACCUSED THE SHELBY 

COUNTY AG'S OFFICE OF INSTRUCTING PROSECUTION WITNESSES 

NOT TO CONFER WITH OR DISCUSS DETAILS OF THEIR TESTIMONY 

WITH DEFENDANTS's ATTORNEYS. 

A COPY OF THE ORDER ISSUED BY JUDGE BATTLE THIS 

DATE WILL BE FORWARDED TO BUREAU IMMEDIATELY UPON ITS 

AVAILABILITY. 

SLB 

FBI WASH DC 

P. END. 
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Deloach __ 
Mohr __ _ 

Ca:-;per __ _ 

Ct1llahan __ 
Conrad __ _ 
!'cit __ _ 
Gu]r, __ _ 

Hoscn __ _ 
.Sullivan __ 
Tave] __ _ 
Troltrr __ _ 

0 
(J 

t 
SAC, Memphis_ (4~-38861.l September 6, 1968 

Director, FBI 
1 - Mr. Long 

IIURKIN 

Re Seattle letter to the Bureau dated 8-22-68. 

Enclosed for your information is a 
self-explainatory LBJ( received from Seattle. 
is being disseminated to the Department. 
Enclosures (2) 

. ) REL: J_ms 
(4) ) 

I 

I 

copy of a 
This LHII 

---- ........_ ---lf:S 
- SEP 9 7B68 
~ ---....___ 

Tele,, R\"50111"'-'---f'--c, ') 
Holmes ~:.~- :l_ 1 Ciandy __ _ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

Date: 

To:,. 

t· jV' '~= ~ 

Subject: 

• 

UNITE' STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU,ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

REGISTERED 

September 4, 1968 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

Legat, Ottawa (44-4) (P) 

MURKIN - COST DATA 

Remylet 8-6-68. 

During the month of August, the Legat spent five 
hours on Murkin with no undue expenses either in the way 
of travel or telephone calls. 

Clerical personnel of the Ottawa Office spent 
a tetal of one hour on the Murkin case. 

3 - Bureau 
1 cc - Liaison Direct 

1 - OTT 
MLI :jhc 
(4) 

NOTREC0RoEo 
1 SEP '9 1968 
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• 
Mr. Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 

Director, FBI 

ASSASSINATION,, OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

• 
September lG, 1968 

1 ·-

Mr. William Bradford Huie was interviewed at his 
home in Hartselle, Alabama, at his request. He advised that 
while James Earl Ray was incarcerated in London, England, he 
(Huie) entered into a contract with Ray to write the true 
account of Ray's activities and background concerning the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. This contract is 
also of interest to Arthur Hanes, Ray's attorney, inasmuch 
as the cost of the trial, including attorney's fees, is 
dependent upon the commercial success of the contract. 
Mr. Huie has advised that to date he has invested approximately 
$20,000 in this venture. 

Mr. Huie further related he is in constant contact 
with Ray through Attorney Hanes in the form of written question/~ 
and answers by Ray. These items include names of cities, states\ 
places, maps and individuals contacted by Ray, as well as '\· 
activities from the date of his escape from prison to his 
apprehension in England. 

Mr. Huie stated that he has been refused personal 
contact with Ray by Judge w. Preston Battle, the judge who 
will handle the trial. Mr. Huie further stated that he desires 
to obtain current nonpublici~ed photographs of Ray and he 
would be most willing to divulge all information he has 
received to date to the Bureau on a confidential basis provided 
his request could be met. Mr. Huie was advised that this 
Bureau would not attempt to influence, interfere with, or L 
suggest action taken by state offic1Rt_c ... 1r ~/?~_rt~...,,.., ..,_.;_,/ :,J_ 

\/ On Aug1;1st 27, 1968, Mr. o'. Robert Owen <?,f Y9Ur , 
l Division was advised that William Bradford Huie ttasSbbt~ln~~ 

notes from James Earl Ray, and Mr. Huie is preparing an article 
Tolson -- in "Look .. magazine based on these ~teA\ Mr. Owena .. d.vis'ed 
Deloach -- that he will consider the question tcz>'f .l.~taining a search 
'foh, --- warrant or subpoena duces tecum for Mr. Huie• s notes and/or 
B,shor--
Caccper ___ calling Mr. Huie before a grand jury. 
Cullahan --
Conrad __ _ ✓ 
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Mr. Stephen J. Pollak 

In view of the forthcoming state trial of Ray 
in Memphis, Tennessee, which is scheduled to start on 
November 12, 1968, the Department should give consideration 
to the urgency of reaching a determination as to the course 
of action it desires to follow in this matter. 

Unless you promptly advise to the contrary, we 
will furnish this information to Hr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., 
State Attorney General, Shelby County, Tennessee, who is 
handling the state prosecution. 

- 2 -
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F'BI WASH DC 

FBI SPRNGFLD 

Mr. TolsotL ___ _ 
Mr D"'Loach. __ _ 
M:r. Mohr ____ _ 
YI?-. Bishop ___ _ 
Mr. Cao1per. __ _ 
Mr. Cal 1ah:H·, ______ _ 

Mr. Conrad _____ _ 
i\ir F,,1• ,..- -, 
;,,_. --.l.._.-~ .. -~ 

Mr. Gslet,r~-­
Mr, Ros. ,:..;=~_..:., 
M.r. Su!: .•nf/---- , 
[\.1 r. J'a,;:f::' ----· : 

.\1r. T! :: t,·t -----~ 

, r~1,,, .. ;'.·,:)~-·-·­
' .\i ,,;- ' • 1,

1-'S. ·•--­

' I \', i.Q~- I •X I J~--~~~~ 

I ---------- -- --~«·--

607PM UR~ENT 9-4-68 DJK 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

( ~-~~((' r -, 

/ 

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44•561) 1P 

MURK! N 

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL SEPTEMBER THREE LAST. 

PCI LARRY R. MANNS, PCI HELEN GRABLE AND SI ONE FIVE FIVE 

TWO - C, ADVISED THEY HAVE DEVELOPED NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

IN THIS MATTER. 

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. 

END 

GMA 

FBI WASH DC 

X@ 

REC3z _, 
// l/ 

,' r: I' 

4 S[p 10 _,_l,....,. --

,1~,"jt_, 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO- ,o I 5010-107-02 
MAY 1812 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 'D 

UNITED·STATES G vERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO ~' Director, FBI (44-38861) 

FROMj,Legat, London (88-72) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURK IN 
COST DATA 

Remyairtel 8/2/68. 

• 
DATE: 9/3/68 

Attention Administrative Division 

No cost for work done in MURKIN matter can 
be estimated for the month of August. Since subject 
departed London on 7/19/68 on extradition work in this 
case in London has virtually ceased. 

3 - Bureau 
1 - Liaison (direct) 
1 - London 
ACM: cm 
(5) 

I ! 
! . 

I 

4 SEP JO 1968 

,c;;;;;;;;;;JiW 

B Us (' . d R I l h II t ,I .~ii uy . . Javmgs Bon s egwar:y on t e Payrou Savings Ptan · 
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FBI 

Date: 9/3/68 

Transmit the following in ------------------------------l 
(Typr in pluintexl or code) 

Via __ A_I_R_T_E_L ____ _ 
( I' riority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: Director, FBI (44-38861) 

Legat, Tokyo (173-1) (RUC) 

MURKIN - COST DATA 

ReBucab 7/2/68. 

Attn: ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIO 

The Tokyo Office has no cumulative totals to reflect 
in instant case for the month of August, 1968. 

3 - Bureau 
(1 - Liaison Section) 

1 - Tokyo 

RVP:fo 
( 4 ) 

' Approved: ______ ·_,_~_,·_· _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

1 SEP 10 1:~S8 

Sent _______ M Per _______ _ 
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Date: 9/2/68 

Trans,~1it the followinc;i in _______________________ __, 
(Type in plaintext. or code) 

I 

via ___ A_I_R_T_E_L ____ _ AIRMAIL 1. 
----------------------1 

(Priority) I 
________________________________________________ L _______ -

I 
[ 

I 
I 
I 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM 
'7-, 

SUBJECT : L/MURKI N 

(00: MEMPHIS) 

On 9/1/68, WILLIAM BRADFORl».HUIE, Author, Hartselle, 
Alabama, was contacted by SAs WILLIAM H. LEE and STEPHEN L. 
CRABBE at his home in Hartselle upon his request. HUIE requested 
that this contact be kept in confidence for reasons depicted 
in the information furnished. He stated as follows: 

While JAMES EARL RAY was incarcerated in London, 
England, he (HUIE) entered into a contract with RAY to write 
the true account of RAY's activities and background concerning 
the assassination of Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING. This contract 
is also of interest to RAY's attorney, ART HANES, inasmuch as 
the cost of the trial, including attorney fees, is dependent 
upon the commercial success of the contract. HUIE advised that 
to date he has invested approximately $20,000 in this venture. 
He advised that he is in constant contact with RAY through 
Attorney HANES in the form of written questions and answers 
by RAY, which includes names of cities, states, places, maps 
and individuals contacted by RAY, as well as activities from 
the date of his escape from prison to his apprehension in England. 

He stated that to date he has been refused personal 
contact with RAY by Judge W. PRESTON BATTLE, Trial Judge, State 
of Tennessee, Memphis. Also, he highly desires obtaining 
current non-publicized photographs of RAY of character type 
rather than mug shots or those depicting RAY in manacles. 
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HUIE further advised he would be most willing 
to divulge all information he has received to date to 
the Bureau on a confidential basis, as well as all infor­
mation he may receive in the future on a current basis, 
provided the two above requests could be met. 

He requested that he be contacted at his residence 
in Hartselle, Alabama, to avoid divulging his contact with 
the Bureau in this matter. It was suggested to Mr. HUIE 
that the Bureau does not attempt to influence, interfere, 
or suggest action taken by state officials or courts. 

The above is being furnished to the Bureau and 
Memphis for information and/or action deemed advisable. 

-2-
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Date: 

Transmit the following in -----------,-:::-----,-------------,------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

via __ A_I_R_T_E_L _____ _ AM 
(Priority) I 

.. 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P 

MURKIN 

Ther~ are enclosed original and one copy each of 
news clippings from "Commercial Appeal," Memphis, Tennessee, 9/4/68 
and 9/6/68 in captioned matter. 

p, T 01 r•/'ITTD 17°" 1 BUREAU (Enc. 4) , · ·, ,ucU L\,.u 

MEMPHIS 

RGJ:BN 
(4) 

Sent _______ M Per _______ _ 
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l:talles 'Not Satisfied' After Con£ erence 
By ROBERT KELLETT result of the presence of press 

Attorneys for James Earl and television representatives 
Ray met yesterday with the when the Birmingham attor­
~an who has be~n ,ch~ract~r- neys arrived for the meeting 
1zed _as_ the states c~1ef wit- which had been set at Mr. 
ness m its charges .agamst Ray 
in the assassination of Dr. Hanes request. 
Martin :Luther King and came "They (Mr. Stephens' attor-
away apparently displeased neys) notified them to be 
with their initial confrontation. there," said Mr. Hanes. "We 

Arthur J. Hanes of Birming- were surprised. We did not 
ham said last night, "we were want them there. We were cha­

. not satisfied and that is all we grined and just said we 
: can say" about the brief 12: 30 couldn't talk with them there." 
l p.m. meeting with Charles "And Stephens' city body-
1 Quitman Stephens. guards were outside the door. 
( He said he and his son, Ar- Whether or not they were 
~ thur J. Hanes Jr., may have eavesdropping, I don't know." 
~ more to say about the meeting Mr. Friedman said he did 
~ in the offices of Mr. Stephens' not know how news represent­
] attorneys after a court session atives learned of the meeting 
~ this morning in which they are in his office. I 
~ to argue three preliminary :mo-
~ tions they have presented in Mr. Hanes, who said he does 
~ the defense of Ray. not anticipate his client's being 
i present when his motions are 
j The attorneys and Mr. Ste- heard this morning, said 
1 phens met with attorneys Jay "there is a possibility" that he 
j Fred Friedman and Harvey · 
\ Gipson in Mr. Friedman's of-
. fices in the 100 North Main 
• Building for slightly more than 

10 minutes. None would com­
ment about what was said. 

"Mr. Hanes did most of the 
talking. You'd have to .ask him 
whether or not he was satisfied 
with the meeting," said Mr. 
Friedman "Part of the time 
we sat iback there and waited 
for the TV people to go." He 
said he did not know whether 
Mr. Stephens would discuss 
the case with Ray's attorneys 
in any future meetings. 

"We have no interest in Mr. 
Hanes' lawsuit," he said. 
"We've tried ours and ours is 
over. Whatever Mr. Stephens 
knows, we don't know and 
don't want to know." 

Mr. Friedman and Mr. Gip­
son successfully represented 
Mr. Stephens in a habeas cor­
pus action seeking his release 
from 'Shelby County Jail, 
where he had been held as a 
material witness under $10,000 
bond. Mr. Stephens is said to 
have seen a man leave a 
rooming house on South Main 
soon after the fatal bullet was 
believed fired from the build-
ing. 

Part of the apparent chill in 
: the meeting appea~'ed to be a 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: 

• 
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will meet today with persons Another motion asks dis­
who ·are ibeheved to be state missal of a charge· that Ray 
witnesses in the case. carried a dangerous wea~on 

0 ty 
'd th t for the purpose of gomg 

ne coun source sa1 a armed. 
although Ray may not be in The third motion asks Judge 
court today, security measures Preston Battle, who has set the 
will 1be carried out in accord Ray trial for Nov. 12, to direct 
with the court's extensive or- Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale to 
der "pretty much" as if Ray give defense counsel access to 
were there. all records, physical evidence 

One of Mr. Hanes' motions and witnesses the state expects 
to be heard today asks the to use in the trial. 
court to dismiss the first de- Mr. Canale has agreed to 
gree murder charge against furnish names and addresses 
Ray on the ground that "per- of prosecution witnesses to the 
vasive and widespread publici- defense and to make available, 
ty" has made it impossible for with proper protection, some 
him to receive a fair trial any- but not all of the 20-odd items 

'where in the United States. o•f physical evidence the de-
The motion, filed Aug. 16, fense asked to see. 

said further that radio and llVIr. Hanes yesterday ended 
television netwoiik programs 'Speculation that he might as­
"so canonized and so depicted sociate with a local attorney in 
the victim of the crime (Dr. the defense of Ray. "We plan 
King)" that "widespread pub- to have no local associates and . 
1ic outrage and hatred have for that matter never did have 
been generatecl" toward Ray. such plans." ' · 
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Hanes Says Ray 
Won't Appear 

Court Moves Friday Won't 
Require His Presence, 

Attorney Says 
By CHARLES EDMUNDSON 
James Earl Ray, charged with 

slaying Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., will be absent from 
the courtroom Friday when de­
fense and prosecution argue 
preliminary motions looking 
toward Ray's Nov. 12 trial. 

Arthur Hanes, Ray's attor­
, ney, said at his office in Bir­
. mingham yesterday he will not 
, have Ray in the courtroom. 
"His presence is not necessary 
for t:1e argument of prelimi­
nary motions," Mr. Hanes 
said. 

l\Ir. Hanes, accompanied by 
:1is son, Arthur Hanes Jr., co­
consul for Ray, will fly to 

1 Memphis Thursday night. The 
hearing before Judge W. Pres­

' ton Battle is set for 9: 30 a.m. 
1Friday. 

i One motion asks the court 
to provide the defense with 
access to all state witnesses 
and all items of physical evi-
dence. · 

Atty Gen. Phil Canale has 
filed witli the C1_ minal Court 
clerk his agreeme,:-,t to give the 
defense the names and ad­
dresses of its witnesses, sever­
al of whom are in voluntary 
protective custody. Mr. Canale 
a2reed to give Mr. Hanes ac­
c;ss to certain items of physi­
c2J evidence, but indicated he 
will oppose an order to let the 
defense see all the evidence. 

It appears that one contested 
item may be a fingerprint, 
said to be Ray's, found on a 
road man left in a white Mus­
tang aba'ndoned in Atlanta a 
day or so af.ter Dr. King was 
shot here April 4. According to 
one report, the fingerprint con­
forms only to a certain num­
ber of the indices required for 
a positively identifiable finger­
print. 

Mr. Hanes also may ask to 
see-and Mr. Canale may op­
pose his seeing-FBI ballistic 
studies of the fatal bullet in 
relation to the riflings of the 
barrel of the gun said to have 
fired the chot. The rifle was 
left on the sidewalk near 422½ 
South Main, minutes after Dr. 
King was shot on the balcony 
of the Lorraine Motel, a block 
east. 

Also to be argued is a de­
fense motion asking the court 
to quash Ray's indictment, on 
the ground that widespread 
publicity has made it impossi­
ble f.or a fair trial to be held 
anywhere in the United States. 

i/ 
l'.J\CLOSURE 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

PAGB '/ 

Date: 
/ 
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or 
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Date: 9-6-68 
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Transmit the following in ---------=----,----------:--:--------~ 
{Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL Via _________ _ AIR MAIL 
I 
I 

k 

(Priority) j ::, 
I J _\{I:::·' ,, . :y --

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - L -L-- -- .... --. -· -:--- i 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) / - . 

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) (P) / jV~ .· ,. ' 
MURKIN 

Re Memphis airtel to Kansas Cjty, 8-23-68. 

Enclosed for the Bu~eau are 4 copies of letterhead 
memorandum reflecting results of interview with LEROY 
MC MANAMAN. Enclosed for Atlanta and Memphis are 2 copies each 
of above letterhead memorandum. 

The letter>head memorandum is being capt ionecl "DOl\Jf\LD 
JAMES NISSEN" inasmuch as Kansas City was instructed to furnish· ... 
results of this interview in a form suitable for dissemination 
to the U. S. Board of Parole • 

. J INCLSSllH£ \ 
~ - Bureau (Enc.4) 
1 - Atlanta (Enc.2)(Info) 
1 - Memphis (Enc.2)(Info) 
2 - Kansas City 
RBH:ikc,mlb 
( 7) 

c. o,. • BJstioB 

_,.. /·/ -~-' ~ .... __ 

J <.. ,,_ (;-c<" 

'. ,; ~ 
' ·- ......,·--:.· ~ 

Approved: ___________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

~~\ \CYl 

REC 'A6 

Sent _______ M 

( 

Per _______ _ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

• • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Kansas City, Missouri 

September 5, 1968 

,,I'"/ 

DONALD JAM.ES NISSEN 
./ 

; 

On September 3, 1968, Leropc Manaman, FBI 
#1244125, was interviewed at the U. S. Penitentiary, 
Leavenworth, Kansas, where he is currently incarcerated. 

Mc Manaman advised that he was b~rn on ] 
in Liberal, Kansas. He advised that he has'-----b_e_e_n~1-n--~ 

the penitentiary since 1963, for violation of the Harboring 
Statute. His prison number is 81371 and he expects to be 
released sometime during the year 1970. 

Mc Manaman stated he was well aware of the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the subsequent 
apprehension of James Earl Ray. He advised he did not know 
Ray and knows of no one willing to pay a bounty to have King 
assassinated. He advised that he himself was not in 
sympathy with King's beliefs, but knows of no one connected 
with the Ku Klux Klan, had never heard of the White Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi, did not know of $100,000. 
price willing to be paid for his assassination, and certainly 
never made any remarks concerning this. Mc Manaman stated 
he knows of no one interested enough in Martin Luther King's 
travels to pay money for information concerning his itinerary 
and travel routes. He never heard of any ~rl,!nization, either 
inside or outside the prison by the name oy·cooley 
Organization." 

Mc Manaman went on to state that he did not know 
a Donald James Nissen. He was informed that Nissen came to 
Leavenworth Penitentiary during July 1965, for violation of 
the ITSMV statute and was subsequently paroled. Mc Manaman 
said there are thousands of prisoners here, many of who know 
him whom he does not know. He again stated he had never heard 
of Donald James Nissen. He observed a photograph of Nissen 
and again stated he did not remember ever seeing this 
individual. Mc Manaman advised he knows of none of his 

This document cont2ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 

It is tt1e property uf the r Bl and 1s loaned to your agency; 1t and its content~ 

are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DONALD JAMES NISSEN 

associates meeting the description of white male, 30-35 years 
old, 5'10'', 165-170 pounds, blond hair cut medium short and 
slightly wavy who wears expensive clothes, and certainly knows 
of no one meeting this description who would have been in 
Atlanta in December of 1967, or wl10 was willing to pay money 
for information regarding Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Mc Manaman again stated that he knows of no one 
connected with the Ku Klux Klan and knows of no group willing 
to pay a bounty for King's assassination. 

2* 
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FBI 

Date: 8/26/68 

Transmit the following in --------~---------------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R ___ T_E_L ___ _ 
(Priority) I 

-~ I ___________________________________________ L _______ -

Tl 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

:,maKIN 

Enclosed for the Bureau are Xerox copies of the three 
documents described below. These were furnished by WILLIAM N. 
MORRIS, JR., Sheriff, Shelby County, Tenn., t.J SA ROBERT G. JENSEN, 
8/23/68. 

(1) A map which purports to show how the subject 
escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary. 

(2) Letter addressed by the subject to his sister, 
Mrs. CAROL PEPPER, 2025 Belvue, Maplewood, ~lissouri. 

(3) List of questions, unanswered, which appear to 
have been prepared for the subject by WILLIAM 
BRADFORD HU IE. 

Since there is some question that this information may 
be privileged, it is not being disseminated and will not be put 
in a report. 

This is furnished only for the Bureau's information. 

/ ,.--.., ( 3/- Bureau (Enc. -3);-~-
7 - Memphis 

REC ~6 

JCH:ME 
:_ .. ·--f4) 

Sent ________ M Per _______ _ 
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