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· -c_e~Jit9;it at t•he- sam~;_time as:JAMES EARL'.R.At· __ ,and ·de·t.f;'rinine·, _ 

~ 'if ",possil:)le; , i,f - MlTC~LL~ and RAY would- havce· ;been· -hduseq-:•>-,· __ 
-i:ri _·-tJ;ie .same ~quarters :andi:~·could have had -~onta:c.t~_.as ,,,reportect _ by0 !<MJTCHBLt. - -; - .• - - .- - -
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MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

FD,....302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON 9 JRo 9 d~ted October 2g 
1968, at Naples 9 Florid~v on S~pt~mb~r 30P 19680 

Obscene #1 nblack 1asrs 90
9 p~gce 2 9 paragraph 1, 

line lo 

Obscene #2 °bsustardsQv 9 ptl!lge 3 v praragraph 5, 
line 9o 
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MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON, JRo, d~ted October 2, 
1968, at Naples, Florida 9 o~ S~pt®mber 30, 19680 

Obscene #1 °black ass 90 
9 pag~ 2 9 paragraph 1, 

line lo 

Obscene #2 °bastards 90 
9 p1S1g<e 3 l) paragraph 5, 

line 9o 
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MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

FD~302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON 9 Jlllo, d~ted October 2 9 
1968 9 at Naples 9 Flo~id~ 9 on Sept~mb~r 30, 19680 

Obscene #1 °black ~srsQ0
9 p&tg<e 2 9 paragraph l, 

line lo 

Obscene #2 °bastardisQ 11 
9 p.:rege 3 v p~riagraph 5, 

line 9o 
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MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

FD~302 of SA ERNEST HARRXSON 9 ~Ro, d~ted October 2
9 

1968, at Naples 9 Flo~id~v o~ Sept~mb~r 30p 19680 

Obscene #1 ,vblack ta.SfS 90
9 p:B1g<.e 2v paragraph 1, 

line 1. 

Obscene #2 99bastardisgv 9 p~g<e 3 l) paragr~pb 5, 
line 9. 
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MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

FD~302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON 9 Jra., d~ted October 2 9 
1968 9 at Naples 9 Florid~ 9 on S~pt~mb~r 30, 19680 

Obscene #1 nblack a.ss 90
9 pag~ 2 9 parragraph 1, 

line 1. 

Obscene #2 '9bastardsQv 9 pcaige 3 v p~ragraph 5, 
line 9. 
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MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

FD~302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON 9 JJRo 9 d~t~d October 2 9 

1968, at Naples 9 Flo~id~v o~ S~pt~mb~r 30g 19680 

Obscene #1 vvblack ~fSfS 911
9 p~gce 2 9 par:Blgraph 1, 

line 1. 

Obscene #2 '~bastardisQ0 
9 p~g<e 3 v p~ratgraplh 5, 

line 9o 
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MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

FD=-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON 9 Jr:Ro 9 d;ated October 2 9 

1968 9 at Naples 9 Flo~id~v o~ Sept~mber 30~ 19680 

Obscene #1 vvblack ~SfS 90 
9 p~gce 2 v paragraph 1, 

line lo 

Obscene #2 nb8istardisQ 11 
9 p<i!!g<e 3 v IJ)~ragraplh 5, 

line 9o 
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MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON 9 JIRo, d$t~d October 2 9 
1968 9 at Naples 9 Florida, on September 30P 19680 

Obscene #1 vvblack ~srs\1° 9 p~gie 2 9 par[agraph 1, 
line lo 

Obscene #2 99baust!lrdrs 911 
9 pilllg<e 3 v paragraph 5, 

line 9. 
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MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRXSON 9 Jflto 9 d$ted October 2 9 
1968, at Naples 9 Flo~id~ 9 o~ s~pt~mb~r 30~ 19680 

Obscene #1 vvblack ass 90 
9 p~g<e 2 !1 paragraph 1, 

line lo 

Obscene #2 ,vbastardisQ11 
9 ptatg<e 3 v p~ra~..raph 5, 

line 9o 
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In Reply, Plea,e Refer to 

File No. 44-1854 

uN1TI STATES DEPARTMENT oF rnAlcE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Miami, Florida 
October 2, 1968 

Re: MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

On September 30, 1968, DONALD LEE MITCHELL was 
interviewed at his request at the Collier County Jail, 
Naples, Florida. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

• • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 October 2, 1968 Date _________ _ 

DONALD LEE MITCHELL was interviewed at the Collier 
County Jail at his requesto Prior to the interview, he 
was advised of his rights as reflected on an executed 
waiver of rights form. 

MITCHELL furnished the following statement in 
his own handwriting: 

~-'' f:o\'"1,1,2 ;''t 1 99September 30, 1968 
r, 61 'I , l ----------- , ____ .. 

"I, DONALD LE~ITCHELL, make the follow­
ing statement to Special Agent ERNEST HARRISON, 
JR., whom I know to be a Special Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigationo 

"In 1961, I had the opportunity to meet 
one JAIIES EARL RAY. I was introduced by a 
friend of mine by the name of HAWKS, who was 
doing twenty four (24) years. He was from 
New Madrid, Missouri, not far from my home town 
of Kennett. 

"He informed RAY that I was about the 
last of the good convicts. RAY said he was 
pleased to meet me, because the big city boys 
from St. Louis, and K.C., Mo. were turning 
out to be a bunch of 'punks'o This was the 
Mo. State Pen, Jefferson Cityp Moo 

"RAY was the quiet type of guy. He 
had very little to say to convicts or guards 
for that matter. I seen him every now and 
then, but didn't ask many qu~stiono We had 
used a little dope together 9 but that was all. 

"RAY showed great comtemp for the colored 
convicts, as he very seldom ta'Iked to them except 
on business deals for dope or moneyo He was 
always telling me how the boys from Sto Louis 

On __ g_/-3~0-/-6-8--~ Naples, Florida File # Miami 44-1854 

by __ S_A___.E-B-HE.--.S ...... T--H-A-R-R ..... I-S .... O ..... H~,--JR-...rl/'-Alm..,gc..-....-----Date dictated ---l ....... 0-/_.,2_,/~6-8----­
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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"and K.C. always kissed their (Obscene #1) • 
He said he never would, because if it hadn_'_t __ _ 
been for LINCOLN they would still be shining 
his shoes. 

"I was released from pr:lson·on August 21, 
1962. And never heard from RAY untilp 1966. 

"In June 4, 1965, JI received two (2) 
years from Butler County 9 Mo. After thirty 
(30) days in quarintine I was sent to Church 
Farm, (one of the prison farm (which is honor). 

-=:, 

"Later in January 9 1966 9 I was trans-­
fered back to the walls to complete the rest 
ofmy time. 

"I was placed in Food Service and there 
I remained until by release of June 1, 1966, 
from the Missouri State Penitentiary, at 
Jefferson City, Mo. 

'On, or around the middle of February, 
1966, I came in contact with JAMES EARL RAY 
again. He explained that it was nice to see 
me and that he had a good deal for me. 

"He wanted to know if I would do him 
and myself a big favor; so X said yes; any­
thiQg to help a friend. 

"When he first mentioned escape I thought 
he wanted me to leave with him 9 but X quickly 
explained that I got out on June 1, 1966, that 
year. He said no, I want you to help me. 

"Than after I make it I 0 JL1 wait on you in 
St. Louis. He asked me how I would like to 
make a lot of money so I said doesn't everyone. 
But I explained I had this girl friend in 
Tennessee, who was waiting on me 9 but he let 
me know that it really didn't make any 
difference at all. 

c.;.,;;t 3 ~ 
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"So I wanted to know what his plalris were. 

This is how RAY, explained it to meo Some 
people (friends in Sto Louis) fixed it with 
some one in Philadelphia 9 for him to kill Dr. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

"I told RAY I didn 9 t want to get mixed 
up in it. So he let me know real politely 
that I was already in it only didn't realise 
it yet. An I couldn 9 t get out unless I -
wanted it. Than I agreed to go along, af·ter 
I heard this. -Also he told me! was coming 
up there to the pen, for chicken feed 9 was 
I afraid to get ahead? I told him no, but 
killing KING, we couldn't get away with. 

"RAY told me not to worry i!bOut a thing. 
Also how did a grand some of Fifty Thousand 
(50,000) dollars sound to me? X said great, 
but what if we get caught? He explained we 
wouldn't and if we did we would get out of 
it with a fixer lawyer, besides who in the 
South like "Niggers 99?? 

"RAY also said after w<e get Kll:NG 9 we 0 11 
beable to get more for one of th@ KENNEDY 9s. 
!said that the Kennedy Family had done more 
for the United States 9 than anyone ever hado 
He said they were like KING, a bunch of 
Cominists all of them and that in the way they 
wanted pe'ople to believe 9 [Qn JI dido 

"RAY said: Take that punk JoF.K. (meaning 
JOHN F. KENNEDY, Late President) for instants, 
he made you eat with a nigger on the streets 
didn't he? He made you live by them 9 go to 
school with themo So how is he so great? I 
said, that a change had to come and we had 
better be ready for oneo RAY got mad at me 
and said not as long as I can kill one of the 
(Obscene #2) ____ --..,o I seen he was angry, 
so I told him, I guess he was right about ito 
He said, he knew he was and would get KING to 
prove it. 
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"At this time X wanted to know how, 
JAMES EARL RAY, planned to escap<e from the 
walls, of the Moo State Peno 

"This is how it was to be doneo RAY would 
leave his cell in the month of April, or approx. 
for the show. He would than have his bed fixed 
so as a gaurd would not dis~~ver him missing. 
Than I came into the picture~ -

"RAY was to place himself on top of the 
main kitchen, where I workcedo Thsn··at 2:30 
AM I was to send him food ~nd cigarettes, with 
a jar of water. He wast~ remain there for 
about three days, after that E was to get some 
kind of pills he gave me into th~ coffee that 
was to be sent to the G~uard Towers. 

c;;;;;x:x;;;g;;, 

"After that he would Wliit until they were 
asleep and he would go over the wallo He had 
someone, py the name of VXNCE or VXNCESON 
waiting on him from Sto Louis, M(Q). 

"RAY continued to pass me n(Q)tces, on the 
matter up until the night he plan to leaveo 

"The first note read: DON L. don°t let 
me down if you do you know th~ s~ore. But you 
won't! 

"The second waso Tear th<es<e notes up and 
flush them! Say can't you just see all that 
money for one lousey Nigger? We will live 
in style and travle the worldo Y~u can bring 
your girl alongo Tour Pal JXMo 

"#No o Three: 'Pa 1 9 the t iumte has grown near, 
so all is left is the waito ! t~ink April 12, 
is a good day, or do you believ~ Lucky 130 
Smile friend, JIM.' -

"The last note was: 

J 

I 

i 
I 
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"Tonight is it my friend ~nd I know I 

can count on you for your p~rto Don't lose those 
pills I gave you!? Remember everything 9 because 
my ride will be theno See you on June l, my 
friend. Your Friend Always JABS. 

"RAY 9 s escape would have been good if 
not a guy by the name of SEEBRKNO (or something 
of the sort) hadn°t tryed it~~ well onthe 
same night, but they found him hiding in the 
show after everyone had left for the cell= 
housea 

9'RAY was latter captured (Q)D top of the 
main kitchen, wheF~ a gaurd h~d seen him, 
when he tryed to changepl~ces. 

99JAMES EARL RAY n<ever stat<ed which one 
of the Kennedy family: All he said was one .) 
day it will be: K.KoKo as he put it KENNEDY, 
KING and KENNEDY. Tlhan our worries will be 
over. 

"He never stated wlhlo thee otlhcer people 
were in St. Louis or Philli~ (just that they 
may have others lined up for uso) 

"When SEEBRING was placed in the kitchen 
I asked why he was trying to leav~: He stated 
he had life and was plating a hunch 9 but did 
not know RAY had plann~d to leave. 

0 The above is a truie statcem<ent made by 
me on this 30th day of Sept<emberv 19680 

"There has been know th1ureats or promises 
made to me in this matter what~so~evero It 
is of my own free willo 

ij
11/s/ DONALD LEE MITCHELL 

"I, DONALD LEE MITCHELL, do hereby swear 
that the above is true to the best of my knowledge 
so help me Godo 

"Wittnesaed: 

911S igned: DONALD LEE MITCHELL " 
ERNEST HARRISON, JR., FBI~Miami. 
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In addition to th~ ~b~ve 9 Hi~HELL further 

advised that RAY said if he 9 MITCHELL, would help him 
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING it woinld be worth $50 9 000 to 
each of them and later on tlhle:r could glfJt more than that 
for taking care of those i'

0stinking KENNED1's 00
o RAY 

said it was people like KING ~nd the KENNEDYs who 
try to run the world and they ~r~ ~ll Communists and 
want nothing but power ~nd domin~tion of the whole 
world. RAY would never t~ll MI'TCHELL who had arranged 
for the money if he kill~d KENG o~lJ that it was arranged 
through someone in St. Louis ~1th ~omeone in Philidelphia. 

MITCHELL said h~ w~s t~ b~ n~ar the building 
from which RAY would shoot KING and $ft~r the ~~ot■ were 
fired and attention was fo~us~d on th~ building he, 
MITCHELL, was to run and cr~at~ att~ntion to get the 
police to chase himo He w~s to have the police chase 
him for some distanc~ b<efor~ b~ing c~~ght and this 
would give RAY ample time to w~Xk aw~1 from the building. 
MITCHELL was then to t~ll th~ polic~ that he heard shots 
and since he was an ex-=eonvi~t h® g~t scar~d and did not 
want to get in any troubles~ h~ r~no Th~ police would 
be unable to prove anything ag~inst MR1\CHELL, since there 
would be no gun or powder marks or fing~rprints or any 
evidence linking MITCHELL to th~ shootingo RAY was then 
going to go nup north 11v and a1ft®r a~hiJle purposely get 
himself,picked up on his jail break f:ro,m the Missouri 
State Penitentiary 9 bec~us~ he s~id th~t he would have 
enough money at that tim~ to hire~ l~wyer to get him 
a parole. 
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This document contains neitlhe:r" recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBKo Kt is the pro~erty of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it ~nd its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agencyo 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. ,., 
MAY 111112 EDITION 
GSA 1'1oMR (,1 CPN) 101-11.1 

t UNITED STATES GOV MENT 

. Memoran, 
Director, FBI 

. . .. 
. 
• 

' 
DATE: 10/10/68 

FROM1/ SAC, Memphis (44-1987) 

f, 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Attached are two Xerox copies each of two letters 
written by subject JAMES EARL RAY while incarcerated in Shelby 
County Jail, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Copies of this correspondence are furnished for 
the information of the Bureau. 

"( 
t....9- Bureau (Enc. -4la•Tf;"1" .'"0 "r'"f'Qj'.ij. 

1 - Memphis 
RGJ:ME 
(3) 

17 OCT 14 1968 

-

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Ir-,•) c:07\ 
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of the FD-302 which 
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New Orleans airtei to Los Angeles, 8/28/68, under 
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::'D-302 interview in question. 

to r:re1,.,.,.,.,,.,.; C' a,a-teni 
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8/30/68, ur2.der 
copies of the 
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TO 

"fPTIONAL FORM NO. ,., 

MAY 11112 EDITION 
-~ GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Director, FBI (44-38861) 

(P) 

DATE: 

... 
' 

10/14/68 

Submitted herewith for the Bureau's information are 
two copies of an Order issued by Judge w. PRESTON BATTLE, 
Memphis, Tenn., relative to seating accommodations in the 
courtroom in anticipation of forthcoming trial. 

Also submitted are two copies of an "Order on Scire 
Facias," issued by Judge BATTLE. 

In addition to the above Orders issued by Judge BATT, , 
there are enclosed_ two copies each of the following: · 

Letter prepared by subject JAMES EARL RAY to his 
brother JERRY, dated October 14, 1968. 

Letter dated October 9, 1968, addressed to subject 
by his brother, JERRY RAY, St. Louis, Mo. 
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6 OCT 251968 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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