Iéqup)ii
/ﬂﬁﬁd\

,lw»

/j"‘ ke ; ’ 7 1 /9/;”} 4:'?2 il TIONS ’)EG—“‘”
A . ’ )
_r. CI‘T g,{ f ¢ M’&/ F/v’f MA
FBI WASH DC [ M L /&? TEL:::{IYE

J\ !‘ & J/ /// & v -h

N y
Y

FBI SANANTON 4£Cédgébgé'ady Afﬁw
4:28 PM CST URGENT 3/11/69 DAW
TO: | DI%E;IOR, FBI (44-38861) AND NEW ORLEANS (157-1¢673
FROM:  SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) L

T —
~/MURKIN.)

AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN A.M., MARCH ELEVEN, A
INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFYING HIMSELF AS FREDERIC, L% 55 ARLIN APPEARED Fer s
AT SAN ANTONIO OFFICE ADVISING HAD CONSPIRACY THEORY ON f{W

ASSASSINATION MARTIN LUTHER KING. AZ:,é

R SR AT

CARLIN ALLEGED CONSPIRATORS‘IN’CASE WERE AMONG OTHERS

¥
1

SENATOR PHILLIP A. HART (D-MICH.) FOR "BEING SUSPECT" IN 27// ./~ "7/ roi
DETROIT RACE RIOTS, SENATOR STEVEN M. YOUNG (D-OHIO) FOR - * |
"BEING SUSPECT™ IN CLEVELAND RACE RIOTS, SENATOR EUGENE ,ﬁy&;w
MC CARTHY, FORMER ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK, AND FBI ) ?
AGENT GEORGE BONEBREAK (PHONETIC). ‘
CARLIN BASED ABOVE THEORY ON FACT COMMUNISTS HAD W
INFILTRATED ALL LEVELS OF U.,S. GOVERNMENT OR CHURCH GROUPS '%\

ST g )
AND EXAMINATIONS OF CONGRESSIONAL vb4€na S WILL BEA oA
ﬁﬁgfﬁ? ﬁ?é?Q‘sx”“ q437£g;‘\&

THIS OUR. STATED BASED THEORY MAINLY ON FACT FBI GENT - 2
BONEBREAK ACTED TOG SWIFTLY IN ISSUING WANTED FLYERS ON JAMES i
18 MAY 19 1969 £

EARL RAY AS FBI COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE KNOWN ERIC STARVO

GALT WAS ALIAS RAY MIGﬁT ‘HAVE USED PQ;Q} TO WANT FLYE
Sﬂa < "'»lf““ -«".-M, L ML%L 2 679?@}/3/&/{ /\,/// ‘?

A
END PAGE ONE /ﬁ",c‘/_. @\Q 1 o ; %( Tt ,U K"M’#
Mi[ A i‘.d Q o M'l o i m ,7,»7 . './i.! v

510UN10168 " T Ll y«?‘“
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PAGE TWO
SA 44-1242
ACTUALLY IDENTIFYING RAY WAS ISSUED.

CARLIN, WHO SPOKE IN VERY AR?OGANT AND BELLIGERENT
MANNER, INDICATED WAS FORMER MEMBER U.S. NAVY, BEING DISCHARGED
SIXTYONE. EXHIBITED NAVY ID CARD NO, THREE TWO TWO SEVEN NINE
FIVE., SAID HE WAS FORMER EMPLOYEE U.S. POST OFFICE, SAN
ANTONIO, UNTIL MID SIXTYEIGHT AT WHICH TIME RESIGNED DUE TO
MEDICAL PROBLEM INVOLVING HIS BLOOD SUGAR COUNT AND FACT HE
HAD OVEREXTENDED SICK LEAVE PRIVILEGES. PRESENTLY SELF-EMPLOYED
AS FARMER NEAR STOCKDALE, TEXAS. GAVE NO ADDRESS OTHER THAN
GENERAL DELIVERY, SAN ANTONIO. FROM OBSERVATION IS DESCRIBED
AS WM; APPROXIMATELY FIVE FEET NINE; ONE FIVE FIVE TO ONE SIX
ZERO LBS.,; DARK HAIR; WORE GLASSES; POCK MARKED COMPLEXION,

DURING CONVERSATION, INDICATED FURTHER BELIEVED COMMUNIST
INFLITRATION OF GOVERNMENT COULD BE SEEN IN ANTI-GUN LAWS,
INDICATED HE WAS AGAINST THIS AND STATED HE OWNED THIRTYEIGHT
SPECIAL REVOLVER AND THIRTY ZERO SIX RIFLE.

CARLIN INDICATED HE HAD WRITTEN TO PROMINENT INDIVIDUALS
CONCERNING THIS THEORY, AMONG WHOM WERE GOVERNOR
END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

© SA 44-1242

-

RONALD REAGAN, CALIFORNIA; GOVERNOR JOHN MC KEITHEN, LOUISIANA;
PRIME MINISTER OF CANADA; FORMER PRESIDENT JOHNSON WHILE IN
OFFICE; PRESIDENT NIXON; AND NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT ATTORNEY
JAMES GARRISON.
AT APPROXIMATELY TWO P.M., MARCH ELEVEN INSTANT, DEPUTY
USM MARIO GRANADOS, SAN ANTONIO, CONTACTED SAN ANTONIO OFFICE
ADVISING HAD LEARNED HIS BROTHER RUDY GRANADOS AT ABOUT |
TWELVE FORTYFIVE P.M., MARCH ELEVEN, INSTANT, HAD OVERHEARD
UNKNOWN INDIVIDUAL IN LOCAL SAN ANTONIO RESTAURANT STATE
HAD "THREE FIFTYSEVEN MAGNUM™ IN HIS CAR AND WAS "LEAVING
TO TAKE CARE OF GARRISON™. GRANADOS OBSERVED INDIVIDUAL
DESCRIBED AS WM; FIVE FEET EIGHT; THIRTY YEARS; AND STATED
SAW HIM LEAVE RESTAURANT AND DRIVE OFF IN LIGHT BLUE CHEVROLET
NOVA AUTOMOBILE BEARING SIXTYEIGHT TEXAS LICENSE G N S THREE
ZERO EIGHT. | |
BEXAR CO. AUTO REGISTRATION RECORDS, SAN ANTONIO, REFLECT
INSTANT LICENSE ISSUED FOR SIXTYTHREE CHEVROLET, VIN
THREE ZERO FOUR ONE ONE K ONE TWO SEVEN TWO SEVEN EIGHT,
REGISTERED F. L. CARLIN, FIVE ONE ONE MONTICELLO, SAN ANTONIO
TEXAS. | |
END PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR
SA 44-1242

DRIVER RECORDS, TEXAS DPS, AUSTIN, REFLECT TEXAS OPERATOR’S
LICENSE ONE ONE THREE FIVE NINE SEVEN TWO ISSUED ONE FREDERICH
LEROY CARLIN, FIVE ONE ONE MONTICELLO, SAN ANTONIO, DESCRIBED

WMs BORN FIVE FEET TEN; ONE SIX

EIGHT LBS.3 BROWN HAIR AND EYES.

SAN ANTONIO INDICES NEGATIVE.

NEW ORLEANS NOTIFY DISTRICT ATTORNEY JAMES GARRISON AND
APPROPRIATE LOCAL AUTHORITIES OF FOREGOING INFORMATION. NO
FURTHER ACTION BEING TAKEN BY SAN ANTONIO. LHM FOLLOWS.

~-GORRECFHONS?
NAME-—FREDRICK ON PAGES ONE AND-FOUR SHOULD BE “FREDERIC ™
PAGEONE LINE FOURTEEN WORD TWO SHD BE™ OUT"
PAGE—ONE-LINE-SIXTEEN-WORD-ONE SHD BE “EARL™
END
SLB AND PLS HOLD FOR A MESSAGE
FBI WASH DC
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

5 4 MAY 231969

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010~106
MAY 1962 EDITION ]
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 . Tolson

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Deloach

g

chdpdr.
emoran um Chichan
Conrad
Felt
iw»-'" ) Gale
A«f"%" ;
N;‘f‘o DGMOEC‘hJ/- [7&‘»“ DATE: I,,Iav 3o -L ¢ / Rosen
* MY ey 4 Sullivan
; £ Tavel
£ - Trot
“ 1 - Mr. DGLGaCh Tre?et‘erﬂoom
A, Rose 1 - Mr. Rosen Holmes
% Gandy
U 1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Bishop
MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan

This is the case invelving the murder oif Martin Luther

& e
sing, JX,

Judge Arthur Faquin, Criminal Court, Shelby County,
Memphis, Tennessee, Las set May 28, 1969, as the date that he will
act on motions for a new trial riled on behalf of James Barl Ray
It is noted that Judge W. Freston Bettle (who died of a heart
attack on 3-31-838) sentenced Hay to a term of 89 years in the
penitentiary on March 10, 1989, based on Ray's guilty plea to state
charge of muxder.

On April 7, 19

5] the three attorneys (Jesse B. Stoner
oi Savannah, Georgia; Ric
C

S
hard J. P/an of Memphis, Tennessee; and

Ilobert V. H;ll Jr., oi Chattanoog Tennesses,) for Jjames Farl
Ray i<iled an Amended ana Eupplemﬁnual Motion for a MNew Trial in
State Court, llemphis, Tennessee. In this motion, in establishing

)

a conilict of interest between defendant James ﬁall tay and his
two prior attorneys (Arthur J. Hanes and Percy Foreman) it is
alleged that the prior attorneys actually represented ‘
William Bradford Huie (author) and their own financial interest

and not James Earl Hay.

Cn May 12, 1869, the oifice of Mr, Fhil M. Canale, Jr.,
State Attorney General, Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee, (handled
state's presscution of flay) Tfiled 2 Motion to Strilke and a
Memorandum oi Authorities on jlotion to Strike Defendant's Motion
For a New Trial, In the Motion to 3Strike it is stated, "For
answexr to the Motion of the delendant herein, State coi Tennessee
hereby denies each and every allegation of fact as well as the
conclusion oi racts and law alleged in the said

ACTICH:

You will be
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-58)
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Trnnamn the following In e

Vig o AIRTEL e _
{#ddoviey or Method of Mailing)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44.38861)
FROM: SAC MEMPHIS (44 1D87Y  (5)
BUBJECT k;wmm EN

X By airtel dated 4

T s third "Look" magrzine ariie
that JAMES EARD, RAY had spent

" near Corinth, Miss. The Bureau instructed Jeokson to review
motel reeord@ in and sround Corinth to determine the ldentities

. of individuals registered there durimg the period 3/29/68 to
4/3/68, By airtel dated 4/18/69, the Jackson Office advised
the Bureau that motel records at Corinth, Miss., had beenm
reviewed under the %ubﬁ@@% ) ﬁww@ mmM@ mmd aliases and had been
reviewed for subject’'s Alal i sumber, Nothing
identifiable with the subi P

(2~ Bureau

/789, the Pureau advised that in
, WILLYAW BEADFORD HUIE stated
he night of 4/3/68 in & motel

2 - Albany
2 ~ Albuquerque
2 - Atlanta Ao Maobi e .
2 ~ Birmingham 3 - Newark {;QEL
2 -~ Buffalo 2 - New H@V@m
2 - Charlotte 2 ..

. 2 = Chicago ' 2
2 - Cincinnati A
2 - Cleveland G
2 - Columbia W
2 -~ Dallas %
2 - Denver B
2 - Detroit .
2 - Houston 2
2 - Indianapolis o
2 - Jackson o
2 - Jacksonvillie 3
2 ~ Kansas City
2 «~ Knoxville %
2 - Little Rook .
2 « Los Angeles - M mphﬂ@
2 « louisvills ﬁ@ﬂ“ﬁﬁm

. oo DY .
P ey
e F 6 AM/‘ s e .
Approvod. Sant . _ M Per

6 MAY 2 6 T%QWM {1 Charge
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ME 44-1987

By airtel dated 5/7/6%, cepies of which were not
furnished the Bureau, the Jackson 0ffice set out leads for
those offices to whom copies of this communication are designated.
These offices have been requested to interview several hundred
persons who spent the night in motels at Corimth, Miss., on or
about 4/2/68.

In view of the fact that more than 2 vear has passed
since these persons stayed over night at Corinth, and since
similar investigation of this type in this case has previously
been unproductive, and since HUIE bhzs admitted that RAY
frequently is untruthful in statements to him, and further
since it is not believed that it is of any particular importance
to establish whether or not JAMES EARL BRAY staved over night
at Corinth on 4/2/68, all offices will disregard the leads set
out in Jackson airtel dated 5/7/69, unless specifically advised
by the Bureau to cover same,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 5/14/69

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code) jl
Vig __ AIRTEL {
(Priority) i
________________________________________________ I,
/ i;_r" )

TATE  JHYISION
AN

ﬁ>\ _
N E
:’.'.5% -
g 5
EAd Rl
e | E
::: o %5
Y R e
<7 [y
o E e
‘G i -
e
™ Rirtel

T

thgih,ngyeaugfgnés. 4)
.1 - Memphis

' “TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

A,

SUBJECT:;\MURKIN~\

Enclosed for the Bureau are 2 copies each of a
Motion to Strike and a Memorandum of Authorities on Motion to
Strike Defendant's Motion For a New Trial, both of which have
been filed in Division II, Criminal Court, Shelby County, Tenn.,
in connection with JAMES EARL RAY's motion for a new trial.

/

eletype e

M. FER Fap——n
&) b
POC.

.,,,W....,

B 4: Litor e /?Clé %}:’:‘—“V“
////V(/’v/ M Per

36” AY 2F1869= #h Charge
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURTS OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSLE =

STATE OF TENNESSEE | I
VS. , I NO. 16645
JAMES EARL RAY X

Defendant. 1

MOTION TO STRIKE

Comes now Phil M. Canale, Jr., District Attorney
General for the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of Tennessee, and
moves the Court to strike and hold for naught the Motion of

the defendant, James Earl Ray, entitled "Amended and Supple-

S

ental Motion for a New Trial' and any incorporates therein

urporting to be a Motion for a New Trial in this cause and in

'

S

support thercof would show:
I
For answer to the Motion of the defendant herein,

tc of Tennessec hereby denies each and every allegation of

ot
o))

fact as well as the conclusion of facts and law alleged in tne

II

State of Tennessce would further show that the de-

z

endant, James Earl Ray, pleaded guilty on March 10, 1969, in

Hh ‘

Division III of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennes-
see.

) That at the entry of the gullty plea and for some
tinmc prior thereto, the defendant, James Larl Ray was repre-
sented by his personally seclected and retalined counsel, ercy
cman, a copf/of the minute entry of November 12, 190635, re-
flecting the employment of Percy Foreman by the defendant,

Jamcs Larl Ray, 1s attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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That the defendant, James Earl Ray, in person and

through his attorney, filed a Petition for waiver of trial and

g}
(¢

guest for acceptance of plea of guilty, a copy of which is

-

hed hereto as Exhibit 2.

[g]

tta

£

An Order authorizing waiver of trial accepting plea

of guilty was entered by Judge W. Preston Battle, the presid-

ing judge on March 10, 1969, a copy of which is attached hercto

4]
%]
ltl
5
H-
(on
H
ot
(93]

The defendant, James Earl Ray, was extensively and
compreliensively examined by the Honorable W. Preston Battle,

7,

presiding judge, before the entry of the guilty plea, a certi-

bh
(=0

ed copy of the transcript of the interrogation by Judge
Battle is attached hereto as Exhibit 4.

That a jury was empaneled, sworn, evidence of wit-
nesses presented, stipulations, and a plea of guilty was
entered in the presence of the jury and the jury verdict ap-
proved the guilty plea as to the State's recommendation of
ninety-nine (99) years confinement in the State Penitentiary
at Nashville, Tennessec, to the offense of Murder First Degree,
and the defendant, James Earl Ray, was sentenced by the Pre-
siding Judge W. Preston Battle, a certified copy of the minutes
of Division III of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Ten-
nessee, sc reflecting, is attached hereto as Exhibit 5.

The State of Tennessee moves the Court to strike the

Hiy
o

[a8)

efendant's Motion and any incorporates thereto on the  grounds

that there is no Motion for a New Trial from a guilty plea.

-

YT LT CANALE,
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STATE OF TENNESSLE
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Q

TURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1968

Thereupon the Hon, W. Preston Babtle; Juuyo assumes the Neach, wherenpon the Lollowing proceadings weire
] -
hed bo-wits

L

ISTATE'OP TSR S e e o : ' -
1vs B-1664%5, 15819 . o o MURDER FIRST DAG QEE & CARRYIVG A DANCERCUS WEAPON

.

JAMES FARL RAY, aka ) - A ‘b . ) _-A'

Comes the Attorney Genezal on the part ofthe Stete and the defendent in proper person end by counsels of
record, Mr, Arlhur Henes, Sr., & Mr. Arthur Henes, Jr., vhereupon there comes on to be heard the Attorneys'
Mobtion to be allowed to withdraw from the above causes, which Motion having been fully heard and understood
iby the Court is GRANTED, whereugon it is ordered by the Court that tlie names of Arkthur Hanes, Sr., and Arthur
iHanes, Jr., be removed from the Jackets in the above causes, and the neme of Mr, Percy Foremen, be subshituted
in unelr stead., ' ) -

[STATE OF TENNESSEE A o ‘ R IO
VS B-16645, 16819 . e MURDER FIRST DEGREE & CARRxING A DAB@EROUS WEAPON

JAVES EARL RAY, aka .

Comes the Attorney Ceneral on the part of Lhe State and .the dcfendant In PlOUGf p rson and by counoel of
jrecord, Mr, Percy Foremen, whereupon there comes on to be heard the de?endant's Motion for First Continuence,
which Motion having been hesrd and fully considered by the Court is _GRANTED, whereupon it is ordered by the
Court that the causes be reset to March 3, 1969, for trilal. (Order to be entcred later),

Ay |
——— :
/ S . .

/ : L -
Wnereupon Court adjourned until tomorrow morni. ; at 9:30 o'elock, -

. v Q‘lfé{%/LCo,Z /ﬁgfcgg:_;“

J U D Cr F

IR

’A.__l‘// {J/J,

I,
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QN A T AT YR TIRT T YT
STATE OF TENNESSEE

Sheiby County

I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee,

hereby certify that the foregoing oxE (1) pages of writing contain & full,

the first continuance application and cqa:;w* of :
complete, true and perfect copy of xmbcebecproverdingmikin the case of the State of

[
o cf
C(
(@]
ty
o
[}
<t
"

’ £L) =
Tennessee, vs, _ _ Docket No.. 16855

MURDER FIRST DEGREE

as the same now appears on file, and of record in my ofiice.

'WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court, at office in Memphi,

12th

this, the day of. MY 19..89

A BLACKWELL, Clerk

a R /ﬁ paan

HOCIDAY  Hilu s = L4400
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE
DIVISION _ 717 | :

Vs, _ - “ I ~ No. 16645 o

TAMES EARL RAY . | S ,
DEFENDANT S o o :

'

PETITION FOR WAILVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR
ACCEPTANCE OF PLEA OL GUILYY -

nhot my true DAY name is JAMES EARI,ﬂlAY . and I essert that
11 proccedings against me should be had in the neme which I hereby declsre to be my

ERCY FOREMAN , who was

My attorney in the csuse is I S e~
lected snd reteined by ne,/who wss appointed by the Court milgyxxmoused, Lo represent
ze in this cause. and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defender,

C I have received a copy of the indictment before being called upon to ple
ave read and discussed 1t with my attorney, and believe end Ieel that I under-
sation made against me in this cese and in each case listed herein., I

o _ :

Tormal reading of the indlcvmenu.

'
.

o
@ £

1¢ aCCuss
waive th

-
»

©
H

[ 3
o' .
<

D w
<t

I nhave told wy atuorney the facts and sux roundlng circamsta ices as Xnown
me concerning the matters mentioned in the indictments; and believe znd feel that
wlly informed as to all such matters, My asttorney has inlormed me

(42
(8]

my aticorney is {
2t to the nasture and cause of each asccusstion asgeinst me, and as Lo any and all
possible defenses I might have in this cause.

My sttorney has advised me as to the punishment provided by lew Jor the
offenses charzed and embraced in fthe indictment sgsinst me. My atforney has Dfurther
advisced that punishment which the law proviapa for the crlme with which I am charged
in the indiciment is ss follows: S

death by eTQC<TocuL10ﬁ or conflnewent in the State Ppnltentla y for

- -

1ife _or for sone oer%od oF time over twe ntx_(20) years

and 1f sccepted by the Court and Jury wmy ocnuchu on a nlea of guilty will be:

confinement Iin the SLate Penitent axry for ninety-nine years (99).

.
|4
¥
oy
L

as been Puxly explained to me d I understand that I may, if I so choose,
plead "ot Guiliy" to zny offense charged aga in t me, and that if I choose fo »lesd "Not
Guilty" the Constitution gusrantees snd this Court will provide me the right to s speedy
znd zublic triald by jury; the right to see and hesr gll witnesses against mej the right
to use the power and process of the Court to compa2ll the production of sny evidence,
inciuding the sttendence of any witness, in my fevor; and the right to have the sssis-
tance of counsel in my defense abt oll steges of the proceedings.

In the cxercise of my own free will and cholce and without any threats or
sressure of eny xind or promises of gain or fsvor from any source whaisoev and
fully ezwere of the action I em teking, I do hereby in open Court request

ccept ry ples of guilly {o the charges outlined herein. - I hereby waive

R

otion for a New TrlaL, and/o ; an appeal.

7 S
et

A ) D;fendant iy
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I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee,

ot 11
nveln e f‘ud,

T \ .
ONE (1) pages of writing contair

o

Jo hereby certify that the foregoing
Petition for Waiver of Trial and Request for Lcceptance of Piez o Cuiity
he S:tezte of

complerte, true and perfect copy of ailothecoroceadingsahzyd in the case of ¢
-~ L2 - .
Docket Now i 2802

Tennessee, vs.

JAMIS EARL RAY

Indictment for

as the same now appears on file, and of record in my oftice.

- WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court, at office in Memphis,

Pt

Ne
N
0

WAY

this, the 12%h day of

J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk

Sy
. C.

g /

SEAL

AOLIDAY  RELL e ML
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IN THE CRIMIVAL COURT O SHELBY COUNYY, TENNESSEE
-DIVISION III

o K -~ \—\| ~<n~ ha3al - . . D
STATE OF TTNNISSLE o . _ - ) .

JAMES EARI.RAY

" ORDER AUTHORIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEFTING 4 -
PLEA OF GUILTY | : o

" This cesuse.cene on for hearing before the Honorsble 17,

RESTON BATTLE , Judgé of Division _III _ , of the

Criminel Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, on the petition of the

.,
()

Tendant, JAMES EARL RAY , for Waiver of trisl by Jury end

-request for acceplsnce of & plea of guilly, ssid petition being attscnad

hereto and incorporated by reference herein; up0u stetements nmade
' the District Atto rney General,
open Court by the defendent here in, his attorn 2ysofl rccora /the & anit

AttorneysGeneral representing the State of hEQHuSSGL, and f“om guestioning
:fendent and his counseld in open Co ¢; and

i

ct
[

IT APZEARING TO THE COURT after care*ul consmdcr” ion tha
defendant herein has been fuldly advised and understands his right to a

tricl by Jury on the merits of the ictne nt agzainst him, end that

defendunt hercin dees not elect to have s Jury de ter ine his guili or
innocence under a plea of Not Guilty; end has waived the formal ding

oi the indictment, AND:.

I7 FURTHER APPRARING 10 THE COURT that the defendant intellizeniiy

and understandingl y vaives his right Lo a tr*al ané of n;s owm free will and

cholice end without eny threats or pressure of eny kind or prouises, otner

-
.\

. that the recomxendation of the State as to punishment; and does desire to
cnter g plea of gulliy and accept the recommendation of the State as to
runishzent, waives his right to 2 Motion for & New Trisl en d/or sn appeal,

1T IS THEREFCRE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECRELD that the petition

L’({’b.//[ s DT

[’) (/ { j\_':(( ('C\ (S
JUDGE
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STATZ OF TENNESSEE

-

Shelby Coumnty

I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee,

do hereby certify that the foregoing ONE (1) pages of writing contain a full,

Order auvhorizing Waiver of Trial and Accepting Dka o Glli:
complete, true and perfect copy of adbma.c{pxmc:emm@@oha.d{ in the case of the State of

1EELE

Tennessee, Vs, ' Docket No

v ]

TANVTS
[VE R ITDI]

ZARL RAY

N 'l
MURDER

3]
5|
w
]
)
t=3
[®]

2l
g

Indictment for

as the same now appears on file, anc of record in my oftice.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court, at office in Memphis,

[

hed
ON
\O

thiS, the 12th d?y of WAY

J. A. BLACKWELL,

SEAL / /kz / D. C.
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JUDGE
DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DETINDANT

JUBGE

VOIR DIRE OF DEFENDANT ON WAIVER AND ORDER

"Jaﬁes Earl Ray, stand."
"Have your lawyers explained all youf rights to you and do
you understand them?" | |

"Yes"
Do you know that.you have a right to a trial by jury on the
charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, the punish-
ment for Murder in the First Degree ranging from Death by
Electrocution to any time over twenty years? The burden of
proof is on the State of Tennessec to prove you guilty be-
yond a reasonable doubt and tb a2 moral certainty and the de-
cision of the Jury must bé unanimous both as to guilt and
punishment?

In tﬁe event of a jury verdict against you, you would
have the right to file a Motion for a New Trial addressed to
the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ru;ing:against
you on your Motion for a New Trial;vyou would have the right
to -successive appeals to tﬂe Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap-
peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file a pe-
tition for review bylthefSupremé Court of the United States?
Do you understand that you have all these ;ights?”

"Wes'"
"You are entering a plea of Guilty to Murder in the Fivst
Degree as charged in the Indictment and are compromising
end settling your case on agreced punishment of ninety-nine
ycars in the State Penitentiary. Is this what you want to
do?"

ny o g
"Do you understand that you are waiving, which means "giving
un™, a formal trial by your Plea of Guilty alfhongh e lows

D T

of this Statc requirc the prosccution to present certall ovi-

[

dence to a jury in all cascs of Pleas of Guilty to Murdew

o,

the First Degree? F .
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Voir Dire
DEFENDANT
JUDGE
DEFENDANT
JUDGE
DETENDANT
JUDGE
DETHNDANT

"'Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in

of Defendant on Waiver and Order

o

By your plea of guilty you are also waiving your rights
to (1) ﬁétion for a New Trial; (2) Successive Apncals to |
the Tennessee Court of Crimiﬁal Appeals and the Suprcmé
Court of Tennessee; (3) Pefitionzfor Review by the Supreme
Court of the United States.

By your plea of guilty you are also abandoning and

waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Motions

you in whole or in ?art, among them being:

1. Motion to withdraw plea and quash indictment
2. Motion to inspect evidence

3. Motion to remove-lights and cameras from jail
4, Motion for private consultation with attorney
5. Petition to authorize defendant to take depositions
6. Motion to permit conference with Huile

7. Motion to permit photographs

8. Motion to designate court reporters

~ 9. Motion to stipulate testimony |
10. Suggestion of proper nane"

»

"Yes"

the penitentiary been promised to you to get you to plead

guilty? Has anything else been promised you By anyone?"

"NO”

"Has any pressure of any kind, by anyone in any way been

uscl on you to get you to plead guilty?®
',.\:'O"

you plcading guilty to Murder in the First Degrs

B
[
¢

“his casc because you Xxilled Dr. Martin Luther
such circumstances that would make you legally guilty of
surder in the First Degree under the law as explained o

you by your lawyers?™
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of Defendant on Waiver and Order

“Is this Plca of Guilty to Murder in the First Degrcc with

a
=y

rced punishment of ninety-nine years in the State

=]

tentiary, freely, voluntarily and unaerstandingly nade and
entered by you?" |

"Yes™
"Is this Plea of Guilty on your part the free act of your
Zree will, made with your full kncwledge and understanding
of its meaning and consequences?"

"Yes" |

"You may be seated.”
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I, J. A. BLACKXWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee,
THRZE (3) pages of writing contein a ful,

o hereby certify that the foregoing
atio of cdefendant by Judze Baiils »
) g;d gschedt in the case of the State of

Interrog

complete, true and perfect copy of albthepruce

Docket No......=

Tennessee, vs.,

MURDER FIRST DECREE

Incictment for
as the same now appears on file, and of record in my oftice.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court, at office in Memphis,

MAY. 19.58

this, the 12+h day of

J. A. BLACKWELL, C

e Aﬂ Z ..

FUaiA Pl = IS
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VONDAY, MARCI 10, 1969

- '

Court b purstant Lo adjowrmment, the ton, ¥, Preston Ratlle, Judge, peesiding; whercupon the following

ptbc;udings were had to-vib: . ) )
o .
- < T
. ‘ : : ’ . . o . *

g \\mv“ OI‘ RN e SEE L s 7 , . . ' c ! 2
V6§ B *166’1) - - : ' : NURD ROIN TH': PIRS T DHCREE "/ ’ - ' ’
JANMES BARI, RAY, ’ o . : S g . _ e . .

MALC STARVO GALT . - . . T ‘ ’

JOZN WILLARD ' - C I e ' . )

:L?V“" OUMEYER -, : R .

HARVEY WMYER ot Do . :

.

record, Mr. Percy Foremen znd Mr, Hugh Stanton, Sr. When to try the above cause there comes a Jury of good and
lawful men to-wit: ANCS G BLACK, JR., JOHN W, BLACKV sLL, JAMES N. ABRAHAM, ROBERT S, ST. PIERRE, MILLER

LS

ILLIAMSON, J. PAUL HCWARD, RICHARD LEE COUNSELLOUR, JOE STOVALL, JR., JAMES R, PATE, JOENNY SiAW, GUS CARIOTA,

LAYy

AND JAMES W. BALLARD, who were sworn well and LLuJy to try the issue of traverse herein Joined, a true deliver-

ance make and a true verdict render according to the law and evidence. Thereupon the defendent on being
arraigned at the bar of the Court and charged on the bill of indiciment plead GUILTY to same, and for his.trial
put himself upon the Country and the Attorney General doth the like., Thercunon the Court procceds with the
hearing of testimony in the above cause, and after completion of testimony of five witnesses, and a lengthy
stipulated statement by Assistant Attorney General James Beasley, the Jury upon their oath do say: WiE THE JURY
*TiD THE DDEEYDAL¢ JAMES EARL RAY GUILiY OF MURDER IN THE FIRST DVGR% AS CHARGED LN THE INDICIMERT AND FIX HIS
PUNISHEENT AT CONFINEMENT FOR NINETY-NINE (99) YEARS IN THE STATE PENITENTIARY AT NASHVILLE.

Tnereupoq the Court .voceeds to pass scentence which is that he be taken by the Sheriff end vemanded to

Jail, and et the earliest convenience delivered to the WARDEN OF THE STATE PENITENTIARY, therein to be confined
2t hard labor for a ver od of NIKETY NINE YEARS, and that he pay the cost of this proseccution for which let
nittimus and execution issuve, 0/C 234 Qoys Jail Credit. :

/

a on < o

, Meroupon Court cdjourned uatll to ..orow morning at 9:30 o'clock,

| ’ - LQM/)H ) 7//1/ ‘/’G ez
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Sizeiby County
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I, J. A. ZZACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, 7 :nressee,

AN het - o . . .
oz (%) pages of writing contain a full,

Guilty Plea

(£}
U
st
ct
(£

P
Docket No.... 18257

TN TTRIM NIRRT
MURDER FIRST DEGRES

Indictment for

as the same now appears on file, and of record in my oftice.

WITNESS my hand aad the seal of said Court, at office in Memphis,
this, the....k250 day of MAY 1053
D. C.

SEAL

[ B AR TN
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roocTas, 1t 1s a conviction of the highest order. Stato V..
Samilton 337 Mo. 460, 85 SWzd 35.

In Xercheval v. United States reportea at 274 U.S. .
220, the Supreme Court of the United States stated zs f0ll.dws:

ace voluntarily after proper advice and with full underscanc-

of the conscgucnces. Wiaen cac so pleads he may be held

~ .

The State further contends that in an over abundance

()

£ caution the defendant wes fully anca completely advisec enc

is s ) . _ e e - ; NP
did expressly walve any right he might have had to a dMotion

In consicdering the guestions of waiver the Tennessce
Sunreme Court in State ex rel Barnces vs. Henderson 423 SiW2 497

constitutional or statutory,-very much as in a civil case.

Quoting further from 21 Am Jur 2 Criminal Law,

waracgrapn 219, the Supreme Court noted: "Wiere a constitutional
risht cccorded the accused is treated as waivable, it may b¢

waivea Dy cxpress conscnt, by faillure to asscert it in apt tinmg,

ct

3 - Ay S
nsistT ugonl L.

F-2e

&s by ccndéuct inconsistent with a purpose to

i

. YA Dy onea

In 2 very comprehensive opinlion concerning Waivers,

- o v~ op r~ ™. -~ Q- . ! T - -

..o Sumrene Court ¢ JE8ATICSSCC 1 STatTe CeX 'L o Léa v, Luown

- ‘ <AL - - ~ 2 1 h ~2 T < - ~ o ~ . e -

~ww . wlu &l nage 0901 cdefinca Waiver as: che voiuntarsy wo-

S S PP P I T T - T ey e o am S S

~LOCULELLGRT 0 & XKnown rigac. LT 15 & vodiunltay JCT g L
S PR T ‘e o - -— T A o~ e ~ o e ~ uw\‘—'\*j\-; 1: AT e A -~ PRERY
LLLTE Ly gciccTilonn TOo C&.LD:)CAAS\.’ Wil SOme ‘.,.AA.“g ol Vc.;u‘.', (O AR

e, . = N ‘- S i I = o < Ja = o -—a PR
.OTCo0 30me aavantage wnidlad ogé TRAZAT 4T 18 0PT10N ALVe ool
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dered and determined., His conduct was ia lc
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ffect an abandonment of the prosccution of his motion."
It would certainly anpear from a review of cascs do-

cided by the Supreme Court of Tennessce as well as the Unitecd

IS

-
Q
fO)
v
O.
n

States Supreme Court that the right of waiver in crimina
1s acxnowledged. Scveral such opinions .in addition to thosc

acretoiore referred to are: State v. Simmons 199 T 479; Acanms

v. Unitec¢ States ex rel McCann 317 U.S. 269; Patton vs. United

Therc are certain allegations of fact in def

Motion which are denied by the State which lend themselves 1o
postconviction relief rather than as grounds for a Motion for

-~

would not be grounds for relief In a postconviction relief.

S¢e Richmond vs. ienderson, Tennessee Supreme Court, March 26,

Z9&5.  However, as the defendant is attempting to pursue an

lczed Appellate remedy, that 1s, a Motion for a New Trizl
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1lef as provided in Tennesscc Coce Annotated 40-3802.
fendant has further failed to-comply with Tennessee Code Anno-
ated 40-3804 of the postconviction procedures.,
n a e grounds it 1s therefore respectiull
On the above ground thercfor c
submitted that the defendant's Motion entitled "Amende
mental Motion for New Trial and incorporates thereto

¢ dismissed as a matter of law,

Respectfully submitted,

PIIL M. CANALE, JR.
DISTRICT ATTORNIY GENERAL
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 5/13/69

Transmit the following in

(T 'ype in plaintext or code)

|
|
|
|
{
|
|
|
t
|
|
\
|
!
|
L

COMINFIL SCLC
(00: ATLANTA)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)
S I -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (lk- 38861)
(100-%38794)
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)
0*‘\ (100-149194) ALI. OR N
SUBJECT:@IN “HEREL M NT ”«:c:},
(007 —VEMPHIS) DATE ! R,

RePHairtel to Director, FBI, dated 4/29/69,
captioned as above and requesting NY to locate JAMES BEVEL.

The Bureau has instructed PH to interview Rev.
ing his statement in "The New York Times", on 3/18/69, that

a letter was turned over to Memphis Police on approximately
4/3/68, which contained information that MARTIN LUTHER KING

(1-100-1579%46) (JAMES BEVEL) €L _jomr

JAMES BEVEL of SCLC for information in his possession reg ard/A

was to be assassinated. CLASSIF /yf /-$1
, EXTENDED BW
‘DEGLAssrrrEn BY 89174 REA ... "R EX K ""L""
) [0-4-84 Sﬁ'{";" RTINS S g/
O EGE 1 7o ] L
g’ Crrow [scl o DECLASSIFICALISR <. . 0 RET < =
oRereau 886) (MURKIN) J
2-44-3 . y
(aorco o e, e
2-Atlanta oz
3-Philadelphia Recir -l - 5733
.. (1-4k4- 1368) (MURKIN) =
(1-100-47194) .
(1-157-2979) (JAMES BEVEL) : e MaY £41969
2—§Iemp§is (44-1987) (MURKIN) P
3-New York ,«v 'v-,o
(1-44-1609) (MURKIN) , ; /‘7’
(12100-14919%) (SCLC) 5ITES .,

e
Approved: / //%4 Sent M
| Speglad Aggfit in Charge )
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NY L44-1609
100-14919%

By airtel dated 4/29/69, PH stated that PH 897-R
stated that RAYMOND (LNU) said that BEVEL had been in NY for
three weeks. (?

A lead wa$ set out for NY to locate JAMES BEVEL,
and if in a hospital, attempt to determine the reason for
hospitalization.

The New York Operation of the SCLC is concerned with
fund-raising, and is under the overall supervision of STANLEY
LEVISON. NY has maintained close contact with NY 3810-S*, a
source close to STANLEY LEVISON, in an effort to obtain infor-
mation that JAMES BEVEL is hogpitalized in NY. This source
has provided no information indicating that BEVEL is in the
NY area.

. There are over 100 hospitals in the Greater New York
area with no central repository of information concerning
patients. NY does not plan to canvass hospitals in view of
theN%ack of definite information about BEVEL being hospitalized
in .

No further action is being taken by NY as to BEVEL.

-2-
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May 15, 1969

1 - Mr. Long
AIRTEL

To: SACs, New York (44-1609)

/ Philadelphia (44-1368)
From: Director, “9'12&44-38861) — 5 U
MURKIN o
~7.100,

RoNYairtel to Bureau dated 5-13-69,

New York and Philadelphis should amintain contact
with appropriate sources to determine the whereabouts of
Reverend James Bevel in order that he may be interviewed
regarding his statement im the "New York Times” on 3-.18-69.

If it is determined that Bevel is in a hospital or
institution, the Bureau should be advised as to complete cir-
cumstances of such confinement, including opimion of doctors
and authorities as to advisability of intervieving Bevel before
any such interview with Bevel is conducted.

Keep Bureau advised of results of contact with
appropriate sources.

1l -~ Memphis (Info) (§4-1987)
B 1] - Atlanta (Info)
« B g

E o

=
Tolson REL M ij v R .
g —— (8) > SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
Bishop . j
Casper [:

Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes

,,ll /W

:% |
é@, ROOM TELETYPE UNIT [—_—]

AY 2719
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NOTE:

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

An article appeared in the ''New York Times' on
3-18-69, quoting Reverend James Bevel that there was definitely
a conspiracy to murder King a couple of days before King arrived
in Memphis on 4-3-69, (King murdered 4-4-69). Based on this
we instructed our Philadelphia Office to locate and interview
Bevel concerning his statements.

Philadelphia advised that they received information
that Bevel may be confined to a hospital in New York as a
mental patient. We instructed New York to locate hospital or
institution and determine complete circumstances of confinement
and not to interview Bevel unless specifically advised by the
Bureau,

New York has maintained close contact with: a highly
confidential source in order to determine if James Bevel is
hospitalized in New York. The source has provided no informa-
tion indicating that Bevel is in the New York area. New York
advised that there are over 100 hospitals in New York and they do
not plan to canvasssame in view of the lack of definite
information that Bevel is hospitalized. Philadelphia and
New York being instructed to maintain contact with appropriate
sources for purposé of interviewing Bevel.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010106
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

{
TO MR, TROTTERQD()}S' DATE: 5/8/69

FrROM : C. E. Ganle

?

( o This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. e
. As previously reported, Memphis Criminal Court Judge Arthur C.
Faquin, Jr., took over the James Earl Ray matter following the sudden
death of Judge W. Preston Battle. Judge Faquin has set a new hearing
date of 5/23/69 for the appearance of Latent Fingerprint Examiner
George J. Bonebrake to appear in that court to show cause why he
should not be cited for contempt of court for allegedly unnecessarily
airing facts in the Ray case at a police school in Wichita, Kansas.

AP

4

X

L.¢

Former Assistant Attorney General Fred M. Vinson, Jr.,
and former Deputy Assistant Attorney General Nathaniel E. Kossack
previously handled this matter in the department. We have learned that
the matter is now being handled by Attorney William Arnold, General
Litigation Section, Civil Division. In connection with his preparation
for the defense of the matter, he requested a current summary of the
facts be forwarded to him.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the attached letter to the Assistant Attorney General of
the Civil Division, complying with Mr. Arnold's request, be approved. \”\

{
1 - Mr. DeL.oach / l/
1 - Mr. Rosen : ; |
Enclosure o« M v’\\\:‘ﬁ ;

s=2 L7 Me Ny o T

B1MAY 271969 \ %g
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Aassistant Attorney Gensral ~
Civil Divisica May 9, 1060

Director, FBI

ASSASSINATION OF O
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

<~?} Ia accordance with the reguest of dir. Willlam Aracld, Gemeral
ILitigation Section, Civil Divisiomn, on iMay 5, 1968, an up-to-~date
sum.nary of the facts conceraing this matter is set out below. This

vhbymtwduhm in Criminal Court, Shelby
County, Tennessee, on siny 33, 1988. to show cause why he should
ot be held in contexpt of court. For your isformation, prier
correspoadence with former Assistant Atlorney General Fred ii.
Vinsom, Jr., was carried sader the above capticn and wader »
"Crimiaal-General Crimes Section File #51-72-47."

My. Boashbrake preseanted expert testimony ca June 37, 1968,
is London, England, in connection with the extraditioa of James Earl
. He teatified that three latent fingerprints developed in this case,
fingerpriats of James Earl Ray taken by the Los Angeles Police
the fiagerprints of Janes Earl Ray takea by the Missouri
'm and the fingerprints of the subject of the extradition
Taken by icotland Yard were flagerpriats of one and the same
vidaal. Such testimcny thus became public source information and
mmmmhmmwmmu

o-o«mu 1968, W. Preston Baitle (now deceased), Judge
o!thCrlnhglCuﬂ. MM, Tennesses, signed a petition
requiriag that' Mr. Bonshrake appsar Sefore that court on December 6,
WL’ }; 1988, 1o show canse why he should 2ot be held of court.
'S (% This action was sabsequently coatinued to 11, 1988, and is set
unma. 1m,mo:umm ‘&:ph,-lr..d&umh

MAILED 10
MAY 9 - 1969

P

"—— 3 - Memphis (see note on page 3) : éﬂ/ J / gc/
CEG:emg,, NOTE: Cover memo C. E. Ganley to Mr. Trotter wed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Assisitant Attorasy General
Civil Division

The facts which precipitated Judge Battie's action are as follows:

A court ordar dated July 18, 1988, signed by Judge Battle forbade
iaterviews or press conferences for purposes and snjoined certain
iadividuals {rom making extrajudi statements relatiag to the Ja.es Earl
Ray trisl. This order covered all lawyers, their assistanis, asscciales,
staffl mewmbers, iavestigalors and exployess wnder thelr supervision,
Couanty Medical Emmiasr, Jury Commissionsrs, Crimimal Court Clerk,
County Sheritf, Police Otficials and other lavw enforcement officers.

On Seplomber 13, uu.ummummm Kanses,
"Beacon” sewspaper quoting Mr. Boaschrake extensively coacersiag the Ray
MMMMWNIWGHIWWDM
press. On October 16, 1868, Charies Edasadscn, & newspapsr reporter
for the Mexphis, Teanesses, "Commercial Appeal, " learned of the story
appearigg ia the "Beacoa” and repriated porticss in his paper. EKd:aundson
and the then delense atioraey for Ray, Arthur Hases, Sr., were mader
contempt citations issued by Judge Battle accusiag thea of vielating the
Judge’'s order barzing extrajudicial statsents in this case. This prompted
the Judge's action regardiag Mr. Boasbrake.

Mr. Bonebrake coaducted an Advanced Latent Fingerpriat Pelice
Schoel during the five-day period Seplember § through 13, 1968, at Wichita,
Kaasas. This scheol was sponsored by the Wichita Police Degart:nent and
seventess officers from the Wichita Police Department and eight departments
in the immediate aren attended. This was a closed school for law saforcement
officers and representatives of the press and public were aot permitted.
Mr. Bonsbrake has advised that on cue occasioa during the ciass, at the
insiigation of the sponsoring police departmasat, usmbers of the press were
briefly invited during a recess period o take photographs and to collect
data for a local press story oa this schosl. One membar of the class who
seemad irieadly with the reporter mentioned that sir. Bosshrake had been
the fiagerpriat expert who bad given testizaony in London. The reporter
commented to Mr. Bonebrake that he thought e recalled Bonshrake's
same. Ne ferther questions were asked and no other information was
volsstosred by Mr. Bonehrake.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Assistaat Attorney Gensral
Civil Divisica

Mr. Bonshrake states wnequivocally that at a0 time has he discessed
Ms fiagerpriat testizaony wiih press representatives or unnecessarily sired
flagerpriat testimony of this case. Oa one eccasion duriag the lateat finger-
priat school in Wichita, Kansas, members of the ciass, ia a closed aeasion,
attexpled to gquery Mr. Bonehraks as to detalls of the fiagsrprint testimoay.
Mr. Bongbrake sitates that he gave ao facts other than what had already been
quoted by the press concerning Ms London, Kaglaad, testicmony.

On Movewber 8, 1968, sir. Vinson requestied that approgriate steps
be taken to assist ia the full preparation to eppose the contempt charge should
the noed arise. As a result, an iaquiry was conducted by this Berean at
Wichita, Kansas, duriag which tizue attondess at the police schoelk, along
with the police official who sponsored the scheol, were iaterviewed sad the
resuits set forth ia the report of Special Ageat Raynwad B. Howe dated
December 13, 1968. Two coples of this report were forwarded
Mp. Viasen oun December 34, 1968.

On April 11, 1968, Deputy Assistent Attorney General Nathaaiel K.
Ksgsack jorwarded to us & copy of a special delivery letter dated April 7,
1068, from the Criminal Court Clerk, Sheiby County, Tennesses, lmﬁn
Mr. Boasbraite 10 appear ia that court on May 33, 19€9.
mm'awmmqurmumnsm
the case and while he has set the now hearing dale for Mr. Bonsbraks oa
May 23, 1900, o is primarily concerned with matters relating (o the appeal
of James Earl Ray, and it is believed that a final decision as to what he will
do in the Boashrake matter should be forthcoming before hiny 33, 1969.

Mr. Bonebwake is available t0 discuss this matter with Mr. Arnold
at any time and can be telephonically contacted on Governmest code 173,
extension 2163, or ia Recin 6137 at the FBI's ldentification Bulldiag,
Second aad D Sireets, Southwest, Washingion, D. C.

Note for Memphis: Above furnished for your information. While

Mr. Arasold is handling necessary preparations for representation of
Bonebrake, he indicated actual defense in court, if necessary, will

be handled by a representative of the U. S. Attorney's Office at Memphis.
You should closely follow this matter aand keep the Bureas advised.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FBI' WASH DC FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT|ON
_ U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATION SECT&ON

MAY 2 01969 .
09,

1 MEMPHIS ";/2 »
U .

953 PM URGENT 5/20/69 RJT TELETYP

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

Mr. Tavel ____.
Mr. Trotter— .

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) (2P) Tele. Room

Miss Holmes..___.
Miss Gandy

1=

~

AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN LOCAL NEWSPAPER MAY TWENTY INSTANT
REFLECTS THAT ON MAY NINETEEN LAST TENNESSEE STATE CORRECTIONS
COMMISSIONER HARRY S. AVERY ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED A
TELEPHONE CALL TELLING HIM OF A THREAT ON THE LIFE OF SUBJECT
JAMES EARL RAY, WHO IS NOW INCARCERATED AT THE TENNESSEE STATE
PRISON, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, SERVING A NINETYNINE YEAR
SENTENCE FOR THE MURDER OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

AN INTERVIEW WITH COMMISSIONER AVERY TODAY DISCLOSED THAT

THE TELEPHONE CALL MENTIONED BY HIM WAS RECEIVED SOME WEEKS

AGO, SHORTLY AFTER THE SUBJECT RAY WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE STATE
PRISON AT NAéHVILLE, TENNESSEE. AVERY STATES THE CALLER WAS A
NEGRO FEMALE WHO MENTIONED THAT IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE FOR SOMEONE
TO SHOOT RAY WHILE HE WAS IN THE EXERCISE YARD OF THE MAXIMUM
SECURITY BUILDING. AVERY STATED THE CALLER THEN GOT INTO A
DISCUSSION OF SEX DURING WHICH SHE ASKED AVERY ;% HE HAD EVER
GONE TO BED WITH A NEGRO FEMALE. AVERY SAID HE CONSIDERED THIS
ENTIRE AFFAIR A BIG JOKE AND THAT HE DID NOT C(yﬁIDER THIS CALL

~3980/ <753

5 MAY 21 1969 *

AS INDICATIVE OF A THREAT AGAINST RAY'S LIFE.
END PAGE ONE REC 99

56MAY281%9 un.nmm:ﬂrunmzmmm]
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PAGE TWO
PRISON OFFICIALS AND LOCAL POLICE ARE AWARE OF THIS
INCIDENT AND NO FURTHER ACTION BEING TAKEN BY MEMPHIS OFFICE . P.
END
ERT
FBI WASH DC
P

(CC-MR. ROSEN
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May 21, ‘969
£H§!ERA1.HTVESTTGAJIV DIVISION

This is the case 1nvolving the '
murder of Martin lLuther King, Jr.

The attached concerns an interview
with Harry S. Avery, Tennessee State
Corrections Commissioner who was
quoted by the Press on 5/19/69 as
saying he received information of a
plot to kill James Earl Ray on
3/12/69,

It is noted that Ray was sentenced
to a period of 99 years on 3/10/69
and was removed to the Tenmessee
State Prison, Nashville on 3/11/69.

8EL:rl

?:/M\\,‘V QV‘{#/ /\99/
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FEDERAL BUREAU GF iiv: - ] Mﬁd f_, Mr. Tolson. e
S. DEPARTMENT OF oot Xt 4 "(1 Mr. DeLoach—.—
sMMUNICATION sa,nuw '

Mr. Moh? oo
e { Mr. Bishop.———
MAY 2 : % 7 ‘&5 Myr. Caspet...—

Mr. Conrad ..—
Mr. Felt

FBI WASH DC
TELETYPI?//
Mr. Gale . —

Mr. Roseft..]
q Mr. Sullivan..
FBI SAVANNAH Mr. Tavel .
b Mr. Trotie? ——-
; Tele. RoomM. ..o
748PM URGENT 5/22/69 SPT ﬁ&/ Lo, e
A Miss Gandy
T0 Dlgﬁé/bR (44-38861) AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)

// FROM SAVANNAH (44-1768)

RE ME AIRTEL FIVE FIFTEEN SIXTYNINE.

ON MAY TWENTYTWO INSTANT SV FIVE TWO FOUR - R ADVISED JERRY\zzf WAS

TH
IN SAVANNAH THIS AM AND DEPARTED SAVANNAH AT TWELVE THIRTY PM BY CAR WIA
J. B. STONER,

i* Mr. Callahan

e ——— e

ATTORNEY, FOR MEMPHIS TO TALK TO JAMES EARL RAY.

STONER IS
DUE TO RETURN TO SAVANNAH ON WEDNESDAY,

MAY TWENTYEIGHT BUT IT IS NOT
KNOWN AS TO WHETER JERRY RAY WILL RETURN TO SAVANNAH WITH HIM. SOURCE

SAID TRIP IS IN CONNECTION WITH A HEARING FOR JAMES EARL RAY.

MEMPHIS IS REQUESTED TO ATTEMPT TO ASCERTAIN RESIDENCE OF JERRY

RAY IN MEMPHIS AND INTERVIEW HIM IN ACCORDANCE WITH REAIRTEL.
R UC

RECE8 /1) - TG -4 754
END 1-

Whses IS THE LAST WORD IN LINE THESXXX THREE WITH aVERAT®S 1969

(e - [m\%

FBI WASH DC '\
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