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IN ORDER TO FURTHER RESOLVE ALLEGATION OF ALFRED WILLIAM
MARTINEZ, PROMPTLY INSTITUTE INVESTIGATION TO LOCATE AND
INTERVIEW JIMMIE W. RAY, WHOSE NAME APPEARED ON THE CORRESPON-
DENCE LIST OF WILLIAM B. SIMPONIS AS SET FORTH IN REFERENCED
RANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO DETERMINE IF HE IS ACTUALLY THE "RAY"
REFERRED TO BY MARTINEZ. IF JIMMIE W. RAY IS LOCATED, INTER-
VIEW HIM TO DETERMINE IF SIMPONIS CORRESPONDED WITH HIM WHILE
IN JAIL IN SALT LAKE CITY, NATURE OF AMNY SUCH CORRESPONDENCE,
AND WHETHER HE HAS ANY ASSOCIATION WITH JAMES EARL RAY OR

CAPTIONED MATTER. SUTEL SUMMARY RESULTS.
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PAGE TWO MEMPHIS CLEAR

NOTE: This is the Civil Rights assassination investigation

of Martin Luther King, who was killed on 4/4/68 in Memphis,
" Tennessee. James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and
presently is in local confinement.

Alfred William Martinez has made allegations that
while incarcerated with Simponis in 1966-19267, he wrote
letters*to James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee, for
Simponis and Simponis told Martinez to go to Memphis when he
got out and contact Ray to pull off a big job. Martinez
states he never went. From investigation conducted to date,
it appears the only time Simponis and Martinez were incarcerated
together at Salt Lake County Jail was from either 1/29/68 to
3/2/68 or from 2/13/68 to 3/2/68. Prison records reflect
one Jimmie W. Ray of Memphis, Tennessee, was on correspondence
list of Simponis in 1968. This instructs Memphis to inter-
view Jimmie W. Ray to determine if he is actually the "Ray"
referred to by Martinez.
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UNITED STATES GG vERNMENT

Assoc. Dir. >

Dep. AD Adm. ___
(-, Memorandum s
/ gtoith
F Mr. Wé/ DATE: 11-26-76 i Z:‘.jn:ers. -
Finance and Personnel Division Y

Attention: Mr. Groover
FROM @ A, J. Degker)

Inspection
Inteil,
Laoboratory

Legal Coun.

Plan. & Eval,
Rec. Mgnt.

Spec. Inv.

SUBJE J.RELEASE OF MURKIN DOCUMENTS

e s T AT : Training
i PURPOSE: oo sevy

Director Sec'y

To advise the Finance and Personnel D1V1510n
of receipt of the attached check.

DETAILS: /f)“‘ oy ’,,‘i .

On November 17, 1976, yg¢m§§ggg,_ﬂ
telephonically contacted SA Tom Bresson &n«
copies of the 443 pages of Murkin material which had
reportedly been made available to the public. SA Bresson
informed Mr. McMillan that he could obtain the Murkin
documents at FBI Headquarters. Mr. McMillan made an
appointment to have oge documents released to his-
associate, Mr._Stuar# , at 2 o'clock on November 19, .7
1976. Mr. Johnso gappeared at FBI Headquarters on the
afternoon of November 19, 1976. The 443 pages of Murkin
material were réleased to Mr. Johnson for which he
presented Mr. McMillan's check in the amount of $44.30
in payment of these documents.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Finance and Personnel Division process
receipt of the attached check.

7
v‘3>“4/i""f°r 8 3¢ detached and sent

T
g\f‘égﬁh ip (1) W to the Federal Res ﬂz_z" Richmond, VAe

See Certificate of Dzposit and Schedule of
Collection# _ 77 dated /oz/g;z( 7@ .

X PO = ?\H"' 7-/ 2/ // 2

Sﬁﬁ“%

4 } B
o [7;}/ 336]
T i
-1 FTR nﬁzg U.S. Savings Bonds Regulzzrly on the Payroll Savings Pla\\ Fei/D0s
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FROM:  MEMPHIS (66-2189)(P) |\ retephone Rm — |,

Dir~et~r Sec’y —

ATTENTION: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION
" REVIEV OF FBI INVESTIGATION OF DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER kms; -

" DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK FORCE HAS REQUESTED TO INTER- -/
VIEW SA JOE C, HESTER OF THE MEMPHIS OFFICE REGARDING THE  _ Wd
MURKIN INVEST IGATION. SA HESTER WAS THE CASE AGENT DURING L
THIS INVESTIGATION AND THIS INTERVIEW T0_BE CONDUCTED AS |
PART OF THE TASK FORCE INQUIRY INTQ MURKIN

SA HESTER IS AGREEABLE TO SUBMITTING TO SUCH AN INTERVIEW M |
AND SUCH INTERVIEW WILL BE HAD ON JUNE 23, 1976, UACB.

SLR FIXX FBIHQ

EX-109 S DEC 20 jy74
TU AND CLR o |
—— N

TSNS

=TV j
¥220CIVLE nHTCL0Y
L RUERANY NV

BECEILED

g 4 DEC2 81976 '

' /
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
[/,, "M ?’/@Q[andum
N T

TO ¢ Assistant Atioiney General DATE: December 21, 1976
Civil Rights Division

FROM : Director, FBI

SUBJECT: ~ ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING
CIVIL RIGHTS

- Ruference ismadeto — memorandumscated )
(your file ). :
There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent
dated at

A. [] This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. ] The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are recewed

C. [ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

. D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

[_—_| Please advise whether you desire any further mvestlgatmn. i
. g; e : % Lo }_5 -
F. K] This is submitted for your information and you 'will be,advised of further
developments. NOT & P

G. [ This is submitted for your mformatlon and no further mve%&a&n]#&
L conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

Y. [T This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be T

taken by thlb Buruxu unless the Department so directs. 7hs. €S cn #hrera. Davia aﬁL"‘ﬂJ
q- SUR, o~ 377 Hhat ke carn fu W&J aﬁflg v-
E o Ste S catle srrnce of He L ,

nc.

' T -285 67 o - Ax wv»wlej

NOTE: See attached. ¢ f fqu . /? 7 /77707 /(Q/ / 414'

V6 Foid 6. Forsor gf. op€ W .5, 2673 /571 T = 6 3‘/3//97 el

Za /s %@/ {<ul JM‘“’\ Mﬂfg’ oo apru mar

sontiizihy
o
s
g,
%

§ &I
& 4(.»5«/ ; F "
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 ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHFER KING

NOTE: Enclosed are copies oi :emcranda from our Sacramento
Office dated 12/15/76, from our Salt Lake City Qffice dated
12/6/76, and from our Kansas City Office dated 12/3/76¢,

pertaining to an allegation made by Alfred ¥William Martinez.

Also enclosed are FBI Identification Records re Alfred ¥illiam

Martinez, William Simponis, ~nd Jimmie Wayne Rav. We are
presently in the process of attempting to locate and inter-
view Jimmie W. Ray re this Martinez allegation. Mr. Fred G.
Folsom, Jr., Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR)},

U. S. Department of Justice, has been advised.

Also enclosed is a copy of a teletype from
Birmingham dated 12/3/76. Mr. Folsom was advised of
this t~letype. In addition, a memorandum dated 12/15/76
from our Birmingham Office is enclosed with copies of its
enclosure, 3 photographs of Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr., and
an artist's conception reportedly of John Willard. The
enclosed photographs of Dr. Gus Prosch were obtained bty
the source frdm U. S. Secret Service at Birmingham and he
identified the enclosed artist's conception as a newsrpaper
or magazine representation of an individual who recistered
at the hotel in which Dr. King was killed, as John Willard,
on 4/4/68. It is source's understanding that John Willard
was never identified and he believes Willard could be
identical with Dr. Gus Prosch who used the name John Willard
in Birmingham, Alabama, in the early part of 1968.

The source explained his reluctance to talk to

the FBI since he was convicted in. an Interstate Transportaticn

of Stolen Property case at Birmingham, Ala., in 1969 or 1970

L4

which conviction was subsequently reversed in the 5th Circuit

Court and ccst the source a large amount of money to defend
himself. He claims he was afraid to furnish the detailed
information of the enclosed memorandum shortlv after the
assassination of Dr. King because he was afraid and at that
time, or shortly after, he became involved in a variety of
personal problems including his FBI case. Later, when he
talked about this matter, people always "turned me off".

Source has not talked to any group from the U. S.

Senate or House of Representatives, contrary to information

furnished in enclosed Birmingham teletype of 12/3/76, but
he has discussed this matter with U. S. Secret Service,
Birmingham, Drug Enforcement Administration, Rirminghan,
and with an Assistant U. S. Attorney at Birmingham, Alabama.
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING

Reference is made to my memorandum dated 12/17/75
enclosing a memorandum dated 12/12/75, which previously set
forth information from this Birmingham source. ’

In both the 12/12/75 memorandum and the 12/15/76
memorandum, source infers the implication of Reverend
Abernathy. BAs reported in a Memphis report dated 4/17/68
furnished by my memorandum 5/6/68 Reverend Ralph David
Abernathy was interviewed on 4/4/68. Abernathy was with King
in the motel at the time of his .death and Abernathy stated he
was unable to suggest any suspects or to provide any other
information which might assist in identifying King's killer.

In this 12/12/75 source reflrs to a Frank LaBerto
(phonetic),; an underworld figure in New Orleans, La., who
runs a truck stop in New Orleans- -named the Lake Pontchartrain
Restaurant. In this 12/15/76 memorandum, source refers to
a Frank Libertc who owned an unnamed truck stop on Lake
Pontchartrain, and was described as head of the Greek Mafia
in New Orleans.

You are referred to my memorandum 11/27/68, wherein
Frank Camilla Liberto employed as president of the LL&L Produce
Company, Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed concerning an
allegation made by John McFerren who had-overheard a threatening
remark at the LL&L Produce Company. Liberto was interviewed
on 4/19/68 as set forth in my memorandum dated 11/27/68 and
he emphatically denied having any knowledge of the identity
of the perscn responsible for the death of King on 4/4/68.
New Orleans members of the family of Frank Liberto, Memphis,
Tennessee, previously stated they had no knowledge of any
disparaging remarks made by Liberto in regards to King as
set forth in a New Orleans report dated 4/29/68, furnished
by my memorandum 5/20/68. New Orleans Office advised in
December, 1975, that there is no Pontchartrain Restaurant
in New Orleans.

In the enclosed memorandum dated 12/15/76, the
source advised he recently read for the first time the

alleged fact that a person using the name John Willard »

registered at 3:30 p.m. on 4/4/68 at the hotel in Memphis
where King was staying and it was his understanding that
the landlady or hotel clerk could not identify James Earl
Ray as identical with John Willard. As previously reported
in a Memphis report dated 6/10/68, an individual using the

!

-2 -
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ASSASSINATION COF MARTIN LUTHER KING

name John Willard rented Room 5-B at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, Memphis, between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m., On
4/4/68, which was not the motel where King was stayinc.

The source also advised in this Birmingham
memorandum dated 12/15/76, t*at he believes that the
bullet taken from King was not identified as having core:
from the rifle picked up at or near the scene of the
assassination. As previously reported in this Memphis
report dated 6/10/68, the bullet removed from the body of
Dr. Martin Luther King was examined by the FBI Laboratory.
It was determined that the bullet is a .30 caliber metzal
jacketed "soft point" sporting type bullet of Remington-Peters
manufa~ture which could have been fired from the recovered
Remington 30-06 rifle. The bullet was distorted due to
mutilation and insufficient marks of Yalue for identification
remain on _his bullet. Therefore, it was not possibile to
determine whether or not the bullet iemoved from the rody
of King had beén fired from the recovered Remington rifle
bearing the fingerprint of James Earl Ray, FBI Number 405 942 G.

The source advised in this Birmincham memorandum
12/15/76, that the rifle purchased by Prosch was a bolt-action
type rifle and an artist's drawing, that the source saw in a
newspaper somewhere, depicting the rifle found at the scene
of the assassination as a bolt-action weapon. This is
incorrect in that the recovered Remington rifle model 760,
was a slide action rifle as set forth in Memphis report dated
4/30/68, as furnished by my memorandum dated 5/20/68.

Also enclosed for your information are copies of
a Birmingham memorandum dated 3/18/71 (furnished to the
Civil Rights Division 3/24/71) and a Birmingham memorandum
dated 11/22/71, both concerning an investigation of Prosch
re possible association with the Minutemen.

Our Memphis Office is also analyzing the information
furnished in this Birmingham memorandum dated 12/15/7€¢, and

you will be advised. The Office of Professional Responsi-
bility, U. S. Department of Justice, is also being advised.

3=
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In Reply, Please Refer to , Sacramento, California
File No. ‘ .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
December 15, 1976

MURKIN

On December 2, 1976, Alfred William Martinez, 807
Green Wood Street, West Sacramento, California, telephone
372-0780, telephonically contacted the Sacramento FRI
office and furnished information which he considered might
be pertinent to the investigati~n of the murder of Martin

Luther King, Jr. .

On December 7, 1976, Martinez was interviewed
at 1401 11th Avenue, Sacramento, California, where he was
employed on that date. Results of that interview are set

forth:

This document contains neither recommendations NOr CONCluUSioOns

of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed

outside your agency.
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. | FEDERA.l BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

12/9/76

Date of transcription

, ALFRED WILLIAM MARTINEZ, 807 Green Wood Street,
West Sacramento, California, telephone 372-0780, was inter-
viewed at 1401 11lth Avenue, Sacramento, California. MARTINEZ
was working at this location for the Delk-Terminex Company,
an Iinsect extermination business.

MARTINEZ advised he was In the Salt Lake County
Jall, Salt Lake City, Utah, for two and a half to three
months. He advised that he was in this jail sometime
during the latter part of 1966 or early 1967.

MARTINEZ advised that during this 1incarceration
he became friendly with an ind vidual named WILLIAM SIMPONIS.
He advised that SIMPONIS would be abput 60 years old. He
believes that SIMPONIS was in jail .on a robbery charge.
SIMPONIS was ill with emphysema; and had been sent to Salt
Lake County Jall to be tried on a charge. SIMPONIS came
to Salt Lake County Jail from the Federal Prison Fac lity
at Springfield, Missouril.

At SIMPONIS'! reguest, MARTINEZ wrote several
letters for him. MARTINEZ advised that he wrote approximately
three letters a week during the period he was incarcevated
to an individual identified both as JAMES RAY and EARL RAY
by SIMPONIS. MARTINEZ advised he mailed these letters to
Memphis, Tennessee, but that he could not remember the address.
MARTINEZ advised that he bought the stamps and envelopes
for these letters and also such things as candy bars for
SIMPONIS. MARTINEZ estimates that he spent approximately
$30.00 on these items for SIMPONIS.

MARTINEZ advised that he had kept a shoe box full
of letters that he had received from RAY and some personal
1tems which belonged to SIMPONIS. MARTINEZ advised two of
these letters were addressed to him and the rest to SIMPONIS.
He advised he lost these items four or five years ago and has
not been able to locate them.

12/7/76 Sacramento, California y SC 100-427
Interviewed on, _of File # :
.SA BOYD R. L. KEENAN/cw 12/10/76
~ by : Date diclated
2
H
- This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the propearty of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency:

it ond its contents ore not to be distriboted outside your ogancy

s,
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: MARTINEZ advised that the contents of the letters
he wrote usually consisted of information about when SIMPONIS
was golng to get out of jail, and how the two of ther would
get together. MARTINEZ cannot think of any other topics
about which he wrote.

MARTINEZ was told by SIMPONIS that he should contact
RAY when he got out of jail and that, "They had a job going
on; they would need some help on it; that I could maxe quite
a bit of money on it and I wouldn't have to worry about
work anymore." SIMPONIS never identified any other individuzis
involved in these plans, either perpetrators or victims.
He advised SIMPONIS hated black people very much, but he never
specifically mentloned MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. or any cther
blacks that he could remember. _

MARTINEZ advised that when he got out of jail,
SIMPCONIS gave him three letters written by SIMPONIS o be
mailied to RAY. MARTINEZ advised that these were sealed,
and that he did not read the contents, but that he did
send them. MARTINEZ advised he was to maintain contact
with SIMPONIS, who would advise him to go to Memphis at
a specific time, and that SIMPONIS would have mailled a
picture of MARTINEZ to RAY for purposes of identificztion.
When this occurred, RAY was to meet MARTINEZ at the emphis
Alrport on a designated date. MARTINEZ advised he never
contacted SIMPONIS after he got out of jail in Salt Lake
Cilty. MARTINEZ advised that a short time after his release
from Salt Lake County Jail, he was arrested for burglary in
Canyon City, Colorado, and sent to the Colorado State
Prison from May 28, 1967, until the latter part of 1967.

MARTINEZ further advised he wrote letters for

-SIMPONIS to other individuals. He identified these

individuals as follows: _ .

JEANETTE SCOTT Girlfriend of SIMPONIS
Pioneer Hotel

342 s5th Street

Elko, Nevada

(MARTINEZ seemed to recollect SCOTT was part

owner of this hotel and was supposed to have a large
collection of guns);

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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LILLIAN SCHURTER

1274 West Street
Possibly Elko, Nevada
Telephone: TE3-7226;

KALIOPE SOLIATES

1026 West 20th

Possibly Elko, Nevada
. Telephone: TE3-3617;

NICK SIMPONIS
Gardena, California
Telephone: U434-8747

(Brother of WILLIAM SIMPOMNIS, street address
" unknown) .

. MARTINEZ advised that he does not know if the
individual referred to as JAMES RAY or EARL RAY is- identical
to JAMES EARL RAY convicted in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.

The following is a description of ALFRED WILLIAM
MARTINEZ as obtained through observation and interview:

<t

Race _ Mexlcan
Sex Male
Height - H1gn
Welght 150
Hair Black

Eyes (—BRQHD—————gggj ' - PII
Date of birth ' _

Place of birth Canyon City, Colorado

FBI. 83901G Pl
SSAN |
Address _ 807 Green Wood Street

West Sacramento, California
Previous address 3427 U0th Street
Sacramento, California
1651 Illinois Avenue
Canyon City, Colorado

SRR I A U ET e EEE R - el
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Mother ROSE MARTINEZ
1651 Illinois Avenue
Canyon City, Colorado

Employment Delk-Terminex Company ‘
Arden and Fulton Avenue
Saeramento, California
' ]
MARTINEZ is currently on probation for drunk
~ driving. :
_ N
[ 4
ot
™ g
! 1
3
2 : < ﬁ
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In Reply, Please Refer to Salt lLake Cit Utah
File 16’0.?’ 4"2é3t : Vs

.wag again arrested November 6, 1967, on a bench warrant N

R © oa——— ¢ o e L e PR R NIRRT, i RGN |

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

YEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

P SRN TR A B B et

- December 6, 1976

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

By communication dated November 24, 1976, the
Sacramento Office of the FBI advised that Alfred William
Martinez had telephonically advised that Office that in
1966, and 1967, he was in the Salt Lake County Jail with
one Bill Simponis, and that Martinez wrote ietters to
James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee, fbr Simponis because
Simponis was ill with Emphysema.

Records of the Salt Lake County Sheriff's Office
furnished November 29, 1976, by Deputy Burke Wells show
that William Simponis was fingerprinted by the Sheriff's
Office under their number 41233 on July 26, 19686, for
violation of the Dyer Act. He was released to the United
States Marshal on August 19, 1966. Simponis was then
returned to the jail by the Marshal on January 29, 1968,
from the U. S. Medical Center and released to the Marshal
on March 2, 1968. The Sheriff's Office rescords contain
an extensive arrest record for Simponis beginning in 1933,
for auto theft. Simponis was assigned the ¥BI number
698404, was born | height six feet, weight
160 pounds, brown halr and brown eyes. His residence in
1966, was 1919 Carbarillo, San Pedro, cCalifornia.

On December 1, 1976, additional records of the
Salt Lake County Sheriff's Office under number 43061 were
examined. These records show Alfred William Martinez was
arrcsted June 4, 1967, for reckless driving. He was
sentenced to 27 days in jail or $135 fine, and was released
June 5, 1967. He was again arrested June 29, 1967, for
second degree burglary. He was also arrested August 4, 1967,
for public intoxication, no disposition listed. Martinez

This document contains néither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency. ’ 1
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

issued as a result of the charge on June 29, 1967. He was
sentenced on February 13, 1868, to serve 60 days in jail
and was then placed on prcbation. He was released April 3,
1968, o0 a probation officer.

4 Martinez, FBI number 83901G, was born[:::::::] Pl
[;;;:] at Canon City, Colorado, height five feet nine inches,
P

. ounds, black hair and brown eyes ion laborer
and Social Security Account Number

On December 1, 1876, Lieutenant Gary Deland, Jail
Commander, Salt Lake County Sheriff's Office, advised no
record ie maintained of correspondence éént by prisoners
~during the pertinent period.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . %

Kansas City, Missouri
In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. - December 3, 1976

WILLIAM B. SIMPONIS

On December 3, 1976, Bill Walinow, Federal
Records Center, Kansas City, Missouri, made available
“for review file pertaining to William B. Simponis,
Medical Center for Federal Prisomners (MCFP), Springfield,
Missouri #P-827-H.
Simponis was sentenced August 12, 1966, in
~ District of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah, for violation of
the National Motor Vehicle Transportafion Act. He was :
convicted nnder Section 4246, Title ¥8, U.S. Code, having ]
been found incompetent to stand trial. He was committed
to the MCFP August 21, 1966, and released January 27, 1968,
to return to court and again committed to MCFP March- 2, 1988.
Simponis died at 12:10 a.m., July 14, 1968, cause of death
ac¢ute respiratory illness. ‘ }

TRVPD T

) File disclosed Simponis was incarcerated at
- Salt Lake County Jail, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 26, 1966-
August 19, 1966, and again on January 29, 1968,

The file further disclosed on March 2, 1968,
Simponis requested to correspond with one Freddie Martinez,
Route 1, Box 403, Orchard Park, Canon City, Colorado, and
also on March 25, 1968, requested to correspond with one
Jimmie W. Ray, 492 Clarice Drive, Memphis, Tennessee.
Both were approved, however, the file contained no
~ correspondence.

o On April 1, 1969, one Jimmie W. Ray, P.0O. Box 6,

Olive Branch, Mississippi, made inquiry through MCFP re

William B, Simponis. Ray was advised on April 3, 1969, of
- Simponis' death. ' :

This docurvent conining raither recommandctions nor conclusiors of
FBL It b the prooarty of the F21and & kemed to your agency: it and s
contends avc not to ba distributed outside your cgancy
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -
Birmingham, Alabama

In Reply, Please Refer to December 15, 1976

- File No.

- the following information:

RE: ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN -_f;;v«;
LUTHER KING, JR., S e
'CIVIL RIGHTS | T

On December 14, 1976 BH T 1 who has furnished in-
sufficient information to establlsh h1s rellablllty, furnlcnea

s 0T

Source met Dr. Gus Prosch, M.D., for the-first tim-
in late 1967 or possibly January, 1968, at Gulas' Restaurant
and Lounge on “Highway 78 East, Birmingham, Alabama. Prosch
had just moved to Birmingham from northern Alabama, possibly
Albertville, and was "“"down and out and bitter" since his wife
had run off with another man and he had suffered financial
reverses. Prosch and the source became regular drinking part

ners at Gulas' and on occasions the source loaned Prosch money,

perhaps $20 at a time. At this time, Prosch did not want
people to know his identity, probably since he was a doctor,
and he used the name John Willard and often introduced himself
to people at Gulas' as John Willard. In early 1968 Prosch was
setting up a medical practice in Birmingham.

- In approximately February, 1968, at Gulas Prosch
introduced a friend of his to the source and this man S name
was Frank Liberto (Phonetic). The source saw Frank Liberto
at Gulas' with Prosch in February or March, 1968, usually on
a weekend, as many as six or seven times. He described Frank
Liberto (Phonetic) as a white male, in his late thirties,
or early forties at the time, six feet tall, 190 pounds, dark
complexioned, with a full head of black hair and dark eyes.
Liberto was well built, well dressed, and a nice looking man.
The source learned that Libertc owned an unnamed truck stop
on Lake Pontchartrain in New Orleans and Prosch described him

_to the source as the head of the Greek Mafia in New Orleans.

This document contains neither recom-
mendations nor c:nclusions of the FBI.
It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its con-
tents arer not to be distributed out-
side your agency.
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ASSASSINATICN OF DR. MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR., . = . . ‘ :
CGIVIL RIGHTS i ,

Source never saw Liberto drive an automobile and did not
know if he came to Birmingham in a car or by plane. On
most occasions, when he saw Liberto with Prosch at Guias',
Liberto had one or two male companions in his company.
His impression was that Liberto's companions were body
guards and/or underlings.

At sometime in TFebruary, 1968, Prosch started showing

'affluence and definitely had money. “rosch was intensely

interested in guns of all kinds and always had pistols ¢én

-his person. The source believed that Prosch and Liberto had

some kind of a gun deal in operation.®

On or about March 15, 1988, the source was at Gulas'
Restaurant with Prosch and Liberto. Looking out the window
to the parking lot he observed a grey colored car park and a
black man came from the car to the restaurant. He recognized

- this individual as the Rev. (First Name Unknown) Shuttleworth,
~a black male, personally known to the source at the time, as

very active in civil rights matters at the time. Rev. Shuttle-
worth sent a message into the restaurant and Dr. Prosch and
Frank Liberto left the restaurant and went out to the car that
Rev. Shuttleworth had returned to. Prosth and Liberto got

into the back of this car and Shuttleworth was in the front

‘along with another black male whom the source recognized as

Dr. Ralph Abernathy, who was also well known to the source.
These four men sat in the car for a period of approximately
one hour and during this time the source, at a corner booth
in Gulas', observed them through the window. Prosch and
Liberto returned to the restaurant and the car with Shuttle-
worth and Abernathy drove off. Prosch and Liberto said
nothlng regarding this meeting and the source Wondered but
did not ask any questions.

. Shortly after this meeting, possibly a Weekllafer,
Dr. Prosch came to Gulas' with another white male and intro-
duced this individual to the source as Mr. Gault. The source

~could not remember the first name used. He described Gault

as a white male, in his 30's, approximately 5'10", 160 pounds,
neat in appearance (work clothes) and respect‘kle On this
occasion Prosch, Liberto and Gault had a private conversation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4 ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
_LUTHER KING, JR., . . ... .

When the conversation broke up, Gault left Gulas® Restaurant
anu Prosch and Liberto stayed on and continued drinking.

. . They made no comment whatever regarding. their conversation

% ¢ T with Gault. The source later came to know, from the news-

i o papers and publicity, that the man introduced to him as Gaultz
= ’ was James Earl Ray, and the source saw Gault on two occasions
) jw«mnylnBumngmm .

Approx1mate1y one Week later the source again ob-

served a meeting between Dr. Prosch and Frank Liberto on

the one hand and Dr. Abernathy and Reéey. Shuttleworth on the

other. The meeting took place at the same location, the
~parking lct of Gulas' Restaurant, and these four men sat in

the same carvfor a period probably in excess of one hour.

The black men left in their car and Prosch and Liberto returned

to the restaurant but said nothing regarding the meeting.

A few nights later, again at Gulas' Restaurant,
probably very late in March, 1268, Liberto was at Gulas'
Restaurant when Dr. Prosch brought Gault to the restaurant
for the second time. These three had a private conversation
and Gault left the restaurant by himself. Nothing was said

by Prosch or Liberto regarding this conversation. Source
believes this was the last occasion that he saw Frank Liberto
in Birmingham, Alabama

.On Apr11 3, 1968, the source met Dr. Prosch at the
bar in Gulas' at about 4: 15 D.M. Prosch had been drinkiung
quite a bit and the source had a drink. Prosch theg took
the source for a ride in his new car, a red Cadillac conver-
tible with a white top. Prosch drove him around some and
they went to the Aeromarine Company at the Birmingham ALrport
Prosch went into Aeromarine leaving the source in the car.
After ten minutes, he came out with a wooden crate approxi-
mately four feet by ten inches by eight inches, and put it
in the trunk of the Cadillac. They drove back to Gulas'
Restaurant and parked the car on the lot.

When they got out of the car, Prosch took the source
to the rear of his car and told him he wanted to show him
something. He opened the trunk and pried the top off the
wooden box which contained a rifle. He talked about the rifle

. - everinre B - &« ‘?«!S‘: BGER iv- 200 r,“ K : W e T %
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' CIVIL RIGHTS

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.,

and then told the scurce that this was the rifle that was .
g01ng "to kill Marthuﬁﬁther King'". This was a bolt-action -
.rlfle with a short E%;p‘and no scope. _
. Still stand;ng behlnd the car on the parklnc 1ot
Prosch told the source that Dr. Abernathy and Rev. Shuttle—
worth had bought a contract for $265,000 to have Martin Luther
King killed. They felt that King had gone soft with his
non-violence and the money coming into the SCLC and civii
_rights movement had fallen off considerably. The civil rights
‘movement was coming to a halt and King was no longer €ffective
"but was very popular. They Believed ®hat if he were killed,
he would become a martzr “and the money would come flowing in N
to advance the civil right$ movement and to influence Congressicnal’
sentiment to eépact into law civil rights bills that were being

held up.

. Prosch said that Frank Liberto had gone on fo Detroit
and Gault had purchased another gun. Gault was to be the

. "decoy'" to take the heat off the man who would do the killing.
Prosch said Gault was to lay his gun down after he saw the
killer -leave the building. Then Gault was to meet Frank
Liberto in Detroit and get the rest of his money and the
necessary papers to get out of the country. This whole con-
versation took place on the parking lot near Dr. Prosch's

car. Prosch and the source went into Gulas' and drank until
9:00 or 10:00 PM, at which time each went home for the night.
This source has not seen Prosch since that night. CT .

On April 4, 1968, the source was present at his
place of business in Birmingham the whole day and had a busi-
ness meeting at the Parliament House Hotel in Birmingham in

" the early evening with business associates. It was at this
location that the source learned that Martin Luther King,
Jr., had been killed on that day in Memphis, Tennessee. He
‘tried to put what he knew out of his mind and was afraid to
talk to anyone at the time regarding this matter.

Source followed the newspaper publicity and accounts
regarding the killing at the time it occurred and has been
interested in them ever since. Over the years he has
commented to many people that he did not believe that James
"Earl Ray killed Dr. King. Recently, he became even more
interested when he learned of the renewed interest on the
part of the Congress and their intent to conduct investi-
gations regarding assassinations. He also recently read .

4
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ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
TUTHER KING, JR.,
CIVIL RIGHTS .

for the first time the alleged fact thatia .person using the
name John Willard registered at 3:30 PM .on April 4, 1968
at the hotel in Memphis where Dr. King was staying and it
-was his understanding that the landlady or hotel clerk could
not identify James Earl Ray as identical with John Willard.
. Source believes that John Willard could be identical with
Dr. Gus Prosch who used that name in early 1968 in Birmingham,
Alabama. The source also believes that the bullet taken from
Dr. King was not identified as having come from the rifle
picked up at or near the scene of the assassination.

Boukad

The source knows that Dr. Prdsch. picked up a rifle
at Aeromarine on April 3, 1968 and L2 does not believe there
is any record at Aeromarine of the sale of this rifle. This
rifle, purchased by Prosch, was a bolt-action type rifle
and an artist's drawing, that the source saw in a newspaper
somewhere, depicting the rifle found at the scene of the
assassination as a bolt-action weapon. The source's under-

_standing is that the second rifle purchased by James Earl
-Ray using the name Harvey (Last Name Unknown) at Aeromarine
in Birmingham, Alabama, was a Remington, Model 760, 30.06
caliber pump action rifle and the source believes that the
previously described Remington rifle was-probably used for
the actual killing. In the second week of December, 1976,
the source was told when he discussed Gus Prosch with an
individual in Birmingham, that Prosch and his associates
were storing guns in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1968 in con-
nection with a.gun running operation and.that the gun that

killed Dr. King was shipped out of the country to Costa
Rica.
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‘stated that for reasons known only tc the

- e
Saallma .,

-would be accepted if the "Informant' desired to contact the
‘requested that a meeting be arranged for 8:00 Pi on the

‘North,

montgomery Alabama.
‘On the night of March 10, 1971, former Sheriff
Clarke did not appear, however, an 1ndividua; appeared who
-identified himself as Gus J. Prosch a doctor from

. about Dccember,

AN +

STATLS DEPARTWILNT‘OF JU{g CE

UNIT'

FEDEI!AL BUREAU OF IN‘VCSTIGATION .

Alabama
1971

‘Birmingham,
November 22,

DR. GUS JOSEPH PROSCH, JR.

On March 8, 1971, Former Sheriff of Dallas

County, Alabama James G. Cl‘rke Jr., (who is prescntly
rederul 1na1ctment in Blrn1ngham) telephonically
contacted the Movtﬂomery FBI- Of{fce to advise that he had

‘"Informant" who désired to .furnish information relative
to 'stolen Government Property". Former Sheriff Clarke
"Informant"
he desired to furnish informntion to the FBI in Montgomery,
Ala that any information volunteere

5 3 A G Y S

o

larke was advisca o

FBI of his own volition at Montgomcry, Alabama. Clarke

evening of March 10, 1971 at the P1a41 Restaurmnt Highway 31

Birmingham, Alabama. He stated he was-the individual sent
by Clarke and furnished the following information
concerning himself: ' e T

. He’ is the Gus J. Prosch who was arvcsted by the
Alcohol Tobacco and TFircarms Investigators (ATIF) in cooj
with the Sheriff's Office of Jefferson County Alabama in
1970 after a truck load of guns and other

oraticz

-4

j
:

articles was found and traced to him. He explained that he
" . . ) ° ‘ . F
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‘met a "retired priest" from the Catholic Church vho tolad

.to Birmingham, Alabama, he realizgd that he should do
. something to attempt LO save the country from the 1nev1tab1e
- fate so he began to purchase veapons.

‘his, Bob C./Long, who sells insurance in Birmingham, wou 1d
“"identifjed as "plastic cexzplosivesY which was a greenish-

- accunmulated some $10,000 to $20,000 worth of weapons which

.he got it stuck near a small motel "out in the country"

DR. GUS JOSEPH .PROSCH

had gonc to entucly in 1968 to assist in Governor George
C. Wallace's campaipn for President. While in Kentucizy he

n

him some very "enlightening' things about World Wide Politic
how the country was being “sold out", and how the late 5

President John . Kennedy and Bishop Fulton Sheen had
Yconspired™ to start the War in Vietnam. When he rcoturned

Many of these weapons were purchased from
advertlseme s in the newspaper and a long-~time friend of

advise hjim O0f weapons and ammunition for sale.  Ie. said also
that Bob/ Long had brought him at one time some material he

yellow in color. He stated he thought the-material looksd to
him more like 'play dough'" so he did not buy any of this. He

he stored in a semi-trailer van. Ilie-moved this .traijer-
himself with a Mack Tractor he rented some time in
Novan ber or the first of December, 1970. While moving it

in the Birmingham area and subsequently all his guns were
found by the Sheriff and ATF Agents who quboeunntly traced
a trailer contalnlng the guns to hlm.

| He further advised that he ‘feels that Bob C. Long
is the 1nd1v1dual who "set him up" for this arrest and that
Long actually.is the individual who deals in guns and
ammunition .in the Birmingham area. :

He stated that recently a gun doaler at Birmingham.
namcd ThOmpqou advised nim that Bob Long had 100 000 roundq
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DR. GUS JOSEPH PROSCH o ‘

o
'

of M~1 carbine ammunition available for purchase at the
price of 5 cents a rounc. PROSCH pointced out that this is z°
good buy and he had an ind1v1duq1 that was willing to 'mzke
a buy" to determine if Long, in fact, had this armmunition

- and if the ammunition was possibly Government ammunition -
that could be traced. PROSCIH pointced cut that he does not
know of any M-1 carbine ammunition which is available on
the market that is not military ammunition &nd he feels thaz
Long obtalned this ammunition throngh a close fricend of hiis
who is on the Pelice Depn rtment, in Anniston, Alazbama. XHe
stated that he feels this pollccmﬂn possibly obtzined 1t :
from Ft. McClellan if pong does, in fact,have 100,000 rcundcs !
of ammunltlon. . S

Prosch stated that he was int ereoied “in disc:e dl::

Rob C. Long" as Long is the “chicf witnCss" against him in-
the ATF case and he would "set him up" for the buy.

It was pointed out to Prosch that gpossibly Lenz .
might be "setting him up":instead of having any a2unmunition
available for sale. It was further pointed cut to Prosch
that any violation of a Federal statute wherein the FRI
would have jurisdiction such as Theit-of Government Propertis
would have occurred in the Northern- District of Alabama anf |
~the Middle District of Alabama, Montgomery, was not the
proper place to report this.

It was suggcsted that Prosch 1epor this informai:
to the FBI Office in Birmingham, Alabama, as venue in this
matter would lie in that Dlstrlct if a theft of Government
-property had occurrea. : :

Prosch termlxnied the mectlnw after stating that
Sh011ff Clarke could not be present because he had taken a
position with the Aristocrat Motel in Hot Springs, Arvicansas
and was traveling to thwt area to takc over this ﬂOtCl as

m'\nngcr o . . . ) .
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DR. GUS JOSEPH PROSCH

Inasmuch as all investigation to date has
failed to reflect that Dr. Prosch is a member of the
Minutemen or has any connection with this organization,
! this matiter is being place? in a closed status.

"The Minutemen is a paramilitant group
cerganized in June, 1960, by Reobert B. DePugh
in Norborne, Missouri, as a resistiance to

the spread of communism in the United States

incarcerated in a Federal penitentiary for
violation of the Federal Fircarms Act.

f

L

This document contains neither recommendations
nor copclusions of the TBI. It is the property
-0of the T8I and is loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency. . o
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File No.‘

In Rf.'l;rfy, Please Rejer to Bimingham ’ Al abama ’

UNIT.L.D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JL_TICE"

FEDERAL BURLEAU OF INVESTIGATION ’

157-4481 March 18, 1971

Re: .Dr. GUS JOSEPH PROSCH, JR.

On November 29, 1970, the Jefferson County,
Alabama Sheriff's Office, at Birmingham, Alabama,
located a trailer, (ownership subsequently traced to
Dr. Prosch), which was found to countain a large quanti-
ty of firearms, hand grenades, dynamite, sawed off shot-
guns, so forth. On December 1, 1970, the Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms Division ob* alned search warrantq for
Prosch's residence at 1434 28th Street South. The search
produced weapons similar to those found on November 29,
1970, and including ilLegal weapoc.sS. Prosch was arrested
by the Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms Division on December 1,

- 1970, and charged with Federal Gun Violation. He was

released on $10,000 bond on December 2, 1970. Intelli-
gence Unit, Internal Revenue Service, advised that
Federal Income Tax returns for Prosch for 1967 showed no
taxable inccme. For 1968 it showed approximately
$6,000 taxable income and for 1969 it showed $18,000
taxable income. From information in Internal Revenue
Service file it appears that Prosch has a lucrative
income and is thought to be '"skimming'™ off for invest-
ment in weapons and business ventures. Internal
Revenue Service obtained search warrants for his offlce
and residence. A search on December &4, 1970, produced’
volumes of records.

There is no information in the Birmingham
files to connect Dr. Prosch with the Minutemen or any
other organization. On August 4, 1970, Prosch contact=-
ed the Birmingham Office and in a vague and rambling
way claimed that he and some of his associates were
trying to stamp out illegal drugs in the Blrmlngham
area and that there were narcotlcs pay offs in the
Blrmlngham Police Department.

Dr. Prosch is a white male, age uo date of
birth | Birmingham, Alabama, to a
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_...ssee. He is reported to be an avid Governor George
Wallace supporter.

Cehi iTdreni.. His second wife, nllzabetb/ﬁolden_EnQﬁch,

’ ‘,/' '
Re: Dr. Gus Joseph/Prosch, Jr._ I

respected attorney, (now deceased). He attended Howard
College, (now Samford University), and University of
Alabama Medical School in Birmingham. - Reportedly he
begar: practicing medicine in the late 1950's at 408
Alabama Avenue, Bridgeport, Alabama. He then practiced
at Rainsville, Alabama. He tried his hand as a field
representative for a Waco, Texas, based outfit called
"Success Motivation Institute', at Chattanocoga, Tenne-

At AR

He.is divorced from his; f;;st wife, Phelia
Sue JoneS/Prosch 3226 Cliff Road, by whom he has four

of Scottsbero, Alabama, is reportedly attemptlng to
secure a divofce.~ “He allegedly was turned in to the
Federal Narcotics Hospital at Lexington, Kentucky,
for drug addiction, but promptly signed himself out.
His medical license to dlspense narcotics has been ’
lifted. -

In the first several days after the arrest of
Dr. Prosch, Birmingham newspapers carried stories con-
cerning the matter. One such story in the "Birmingham
News'", December. .6, 1970, was entitled "As Businessman
Prosch Lost Counsistently". This story told about several
unsuccessful business ventures. It also quoted people
who lived in and around Bridgeport, Alabama, that Prosch
was a good medical doctor. On December 8, 1970, accord-
ing t» the "Birmingham News', Dr. Prosch filed a motion
in Federal Court asking for a restraining order to
prevent law officials from making publlc statements
about the case.

On December 17, 1970, the "Birmingham Post
Herald" reported that Dr. Prosch was ordered held for
the Grand Jury by Deputy U. S. Commissioner Lister Hill
Jones, after hearing on charges of violating the Gun ¢
Control Act of 1968. ‘ T
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Re: Dr. Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr.

On December 9, 1970,>acting Birmingham Chief
of Police Jack Warren said b~ had no information on
Prosch except what he read in the newspapers.

On December 9, 1970, Mr. J. K. Davis, Intel-
ligence Unit, Internal Revenue Service, Birminghamn,
sald his agents, in making a search of the Prosch house,
did not find any literature which could be called sub-
versive or any Minutemen literature.

' On December 10, 1970, Mr. Robert C. Long,
Piedmont I.ife Insurance Company, 701?37th Street,
South, Birmingham, Alabama, advised he has known

Dr. Prosch approximately 20 years, when both attended
Howard College in Birmingham. He said Prosch belong-
ed to a college fraternity and was well liked. Long
said he lost contact with Prosch after school days,
until approximately two years ago, when he ran into him
at the Peoples Loan Company in Birmingham, Alabama.

He (Prosch) was buying some reioading equipment. Long
said Prosch has no criminal tendencies and certainly
has no intent to oppose the U. S. Government. He said
Prosch does expect a revolution in the United States
if things keep going as they are now. This would be
caused by the Black Panthers or the Communists. Long
considers Prosch a loyal citizen who would like to

see this country run as it was in the 1930's. Loug
said he does not have any information that Prosch
belongs to any subversive organization,

Y

On December 10, 1970, Saul Cooley, owner of
Peoples Loan Company, Birmingham, advised that Dr.
Prosch had bought numerous guns and related equipment
R from him, all of legal nature. He said he cousiders
Prosch a loyal citizen...

Mrs., Patti;Mize, 2140 16th Avenue, South,
Apartment 8, advised on December™10,71970, that she
. == met Prosch approximately sixteen months ago. At that

time she said she was a little overweight so she went

" c—
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Re: Dr. Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr.

‘to see Dr. Prosch tn see if she could reduce. Mrs.

Mize, who is divorced, said ‘that she dated Dr. Prosch

_for several months after she got acquainted with him.

She said she recalls that the Ku Klux Klan was mentiored
one night and Dr. Prosch said he would not join the Klan.

Lt. Harry Hayes, Birmingham Police Department,
Narcotics Squad, advised on December 9, 1970, that he
was acquainted with Prosch because of Prosch's alleged
oposition to the Sale and use of drugs. Lt. Hayes did
not have any information indicating that Prosch is a
member of the Minutemen.

»

Wallace Martin, employee. Harry O'Neal Marble
Company, 921 21lst Avenue, North, advised on December 10,
1970, that Dr, Prosch tried to sell him a .38 caliber
revolver on Nevember 27, 1970. Prosch talked about the
p0351b111ty of a future war between the white and
blacks in this country.

On December 9, 1970, John D. Williams, agent
of the Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms Division in Birming-
ham, advised that in a raid on Dr. Prosch's house,
books and pamphlets such as the follow11g were/found,
but none denoting membership or connection with the
Minutemen:

"ngéggg of Counter-Revolutionary. ] War"
"Riot Control, Material and Techinques"'
"Guerrilla Warfare"

"Explosives and Demolitions"

“Sub-machine Guns, .45 - M3 - M3A - 1"
During the investigation it was discovered

chat Dr. Prosch owned an airplane, in which he might
have been bringing in guns and supplies.
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Re: Dr. Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr.

On December 10, 1970, Mrs. Ruth Laney, Comp-
troller at Birmingham Aviation Corporation, advised
that Dr. Prosch pays $25 a month storage for a small
Cessna model 140 agirplane. She said fuel was last
placed in this plane in September 1970, and it has been
tied down since then. She said that it is worth approxi-
mately $2,000 and is approximately a 1947 to 1950 model.
This plane was observed by the writer and it was very
small. Two average men could ride in the adjoining
seats in the plane, but there would be room for only

. three or four rifles between them, if that many. The

9
<~
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motor is 110 horsepower and it has orfe wooden propeller.

Mrs. Sue Prosch, 3226 Cliff Road, Birmingham,
advised she has been divorced from Dr. Gus Prosch since
1963 and has fcur children by him. She said her loyalty
in this matter is strictly to Dr. Prosch and his mother.
She said she is afraid more publicity will only hurt the
children. She said she knows Gus Prosch to be an extreme-
ly loyal American citizen. She has no information that
he belongs or ever belonged to any group similar to the
Minutemen. She feels that if the guns mentioned above
were his, he collected them for the use of his friends
in case of a Communist revolution in this country. -

She said some of the articles appearing in the press
carried false statements. She did not elaborate.

~ On December 16, 1970, John A~ Cook, Jr.,
advised that he knows Dr. Gus Prosch. Cook is™a
totally disabled serviceman, but is interested in
guns. He sgid Prosch was introduced to him by Prosch's
friend, Bob/Long, above mentioned. Mr. Cook said that
his first visit to Dr. Prosch's Office was for reducing
treatments and Prosch would not take any money from
Cook, because the latter was disabled. Cook said
that he had been in Prosch's home and there was no
radical talk and he did not see any illegal weapons.
Cook said he remembers Prosch saying 'We are going
through a revolution in this country now. Booklets
are out which tell about how to kill police officers."

o
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Re: Dr. Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr.

Cook said he has no information that Prosch belongs
to any such group as the Minutemen.

On December 17, 1970, Dalton Jones, Chief
Building Inspector, City of Birmingham, said only one
complaint was received concerning Prosch's residence
at 1434 28th Street, South. He said one of the
neighbors called the city and complained about the
condition of the backyard and said that it was untidy.

Dan Moore, a former U. S. Deputy Marshal
in Birminzham, advised on December 18%, 1970, that he
worked in Dr. Prosch's office helping him with his
filing and papers, for approximately two weeks before
Prosch was arrested. He said he has no information
that Prosch is a member of any subversive organization.

Jack Thompson, a gun dealer in the East Lake

section of Birmingham, advised on December 21, 1970, that
" within the past year Dr. Prosch, whom he has known for

some time, stated that he was concerned about the militant

groups in the United States. He said he did not like their

methods of operating or anything about them. He '

mentioned the Black Panthers especially. He mentioned

his concern about any militant group who would try to

cause havoc in the United States. He said somewhere

in Asia in approximately 1964, the blacks killed 2,050

white people. He said he was going to obtain arms

that he would have in the event any of these militant

groups rose up. He said he hoped to God he would

never have to use them and in the event he never did

he was going to stack them up and burn them. Prosch

felt the Communists were back of many militant groups.

He said if militant groups took over a section of

Birmingham, he would have K-rations and food to supply

100 people, to help him fight. He never mentioned

illegal arms. He said he would like to have a house

in the country where he could store these guns, food,

water and medical supplies. He mentioned some city

which Thompson could not recall, where this happened.

He said that Prosch is interested in stopping the drug
.racket. Prosch said if he caught anyone giving his chil-

dren drugs, he would kill them. Thompson said, in his

]
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Re: Dr. Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr.

opinion, Prosch was a '"pack-rat". He said that he has
all kinds of literature in his home. Thompson said

he does not have any information that Prosch is a member
of any subversive or dangerc-'s organization.

Charles I~ Nash, 2500 Aberdeen Road, Birmingham, /‘
advised on January 13, 1971 —that he has kno know1 Dr. Prosch’
approximately two years. He said that he and Dr. Prosch
bought some lots on the southside, upon which they intend-
ed someday to erect a new building. He said Prosch is
a patriot concerned about everything in this country
and he does not stand back and let things go on. Prosch

- said that he thought he should buy some guns and ammuni-
tion to protect himself and his friends and give some
of these guns and ammunition to some of his friends in
times of riots, Nash feels as if there has been a lot
of unnecessary publicity against Dr. Prosch and it -
appears to him the '"Birmingham News', Sheriff Mel Bailey
and the Birmingham Police Departmunt are trying to get
all the publicity that they can out of this story.
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Kyle, darding, 3302 15th Court, North, Birming-_
ham, was sald to have known Dr. Prosch, On January 28

1971 he was 1nterv1ewed and denied that he ever knew
Dr. Frosch.
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The follgtving FBI record, NUMBER 904 936 F " ,is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ON_7.
COUNRIRRST | mammanowumes | ATEITERON cuance oisrosrion |
. < . ., . 4 % ‘.
USM Memphis Jimmie Wayne '1-19-67-| T 18 Sec 655 6-2-67 18 =:z|
Tenn Ray #2176 theft from prob jui /. -
. . « interstate ;-
. * shipment
4
. ] .
FBI Memphis Jimmie Wayne 1-19-67 theft from 18 mos pr=:
Tenn Ray . . interstate - 6-1-67
‘ ' ' shipment :
Medical—Centér Jimmie Wayne 2-9-67_. | transp stclen set'd to cizo
for-Fed Prs Ray prop. I/S Title | 5-6-67
Springfield-llo #0-1163-H 18 Sec 4244:
USCG Jimmie‘Wavne Ray FP ;
| ! 426 68 7757 . ‘| 1-10~74 .
(lic) o .
. - A"
g L]

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by finqger

contributo:s.

raunicato with agency contributing those finge?prints.

Notations indicated by * cre NOT bosed on fingerprints in FBI files but are listoed only og inves=«
gative leads as being possibly identical with subject of this record.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : Assistant Attorney General DATE: pecember 21, 1976
Civil Rights Division

FROM : Director, FBI

SUBJECT:  ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING
CIVIL RIGHTS

Reference ismadeto ____~ memorandum dated
(your file ).
There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent
dated at
A. [] This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.
B. [] The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.
‘, C. [] The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
. advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.
D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.
E. [] Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.
F. This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments. / - AT
P 3L
G. [] This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. — et
oT RECORDED
H. [] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further actlon wng be ‘\977
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. a4
) »Jh)u&cd
Enc B /
NOTE: See attached. i
Pm 15fsr)76 Enagl 6. Forsom, W, 0FR, H-LO-T.  [— i ’ / :
vt tpeltnled re sl s ;g,.,/ TL.?«;A’ CRoss Z/ & / , s
ol R v z;/ nesuw Ao yé Lirminte /',’/f oFR %‘\L’ e b : ur/so aa‘/'t-l..u!

o 1fprfri Gress g OPR Lrts ey . 8/31/77 Het he can be entificd & 7L
C(/WJ o 2 / £ ,,/ ,q,zl-’ f { ,,,”;,ZC/ H3CH as Hhe Ao e M\;(W‘DF”BI/DOJ y
84 41\»}54,' aqTe Ty il S5 8% Petapl shufry SH
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING

NOTE: Enclosed are copies of memoranda from our Sacramento
Office dated 12/15/76, from our Salt Lake City Office dated
12/6/76, and from our Kansas City Office dated 12/3/76,
pertaining to an allegation made by Alfred William Martinez.
Also enclosed are FBI Identification Records re Alfred William
Martinez, William Simponis, and Jimmie Wayne Ray. We are
presently in the process of attempting to locate and inter-
view Jimmie W. Ray re this Martinez allegation. Mr. Fred G.
Folsom, Jr., Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR),

U. S. Department of Justice, has been advised.

Also enclosed is a copy of a teletype from
Birmingham dated 12/3/76. Mr. Folsom was advised of
this teletype. 1In addition, a memorandum dated 12/15/76
from our Birmingham Office is enclosed with copies of its
enclosure, 3 photographs of Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr., and
an artist's conception reportedly of John Willard. The
enclosed photographs of Dr. Gus Prosch were obtained by
the source from U. S. Secret Service at Birmingham and he
identified the enclosed artist's conception as a newspaper
or magazine representation of an individual who registered
at the hotel in which Dr. King was killed, as John willard,
on 4/4/68. It is source's understanding that John Willard
wag never identified and he believes Willard could be
identical with Dr. Gus Prosch who used the name John Willard
in Birmingham, Alabama, in the early part of 1968.

The source explained his reluctance to talk to
the FBI since he was convicted in an Interstate Transportation
of Stolen Property case at Birmingham, Ala., in 1969 or 1970,
which conviction was subsequently reversed in the 5th Circuit
Court and cost the source a large amount of money to defend
himself. He claims he was afraid tc furnish the detailed
information of the enclosed memorandum shortly after the
assassination of Dr. King because he was afraid and at that
time, or shortly after, he became involved in a variety of
personal problems including his FBI case. Later, when he
talked about this matter, people always "turned me off".

Source has not talked to any group from the U. S.
Senate or House of Representatives, contrary to information
furnished in enclosed Birmingham teletype of 12/3/76, but
he has discussed this matter with U. S. Secret Service,
Birmingham, Drug Enforcement Administration, Birminghan,
and with an Assistant U. S. Attorney at Birmingham, Alabama.

é/i/ . A/E
R 14, R
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIM LUTHER KING

Reference is made to my memorandum dated 12/17/75
enclosing a memorandum dated 12/12/75, which previously set
forth information from this Birmingham source.

In both the 12/12/75 memorandum and the 12/15/76
memorandum, source infers the implication of Reverend
Abernathy. As reported in a Memphis report dated 4/17/68
furnished by my memorandum 5/6/68 Reverend Ralph David
Abernathy was interviewed on 4/4/68. Abernathy was with King
in the motel at the time of his death and Abernathy stated he
was unable to suggest any suspects or to provide any other
information which might assist in identifying King's killer.

In this 12/12/75 source refers to a Frank LaBerto
(phonetic), an underworld figure in New Orleans, La., who
runs a truck stop in New Orleans named the Lake Pontchartrain
Restaurant. In this 12/15/7€6¢ memorandum, source refers to
a Frank Liberto who owned an unnamed truck stop on Lake
Pontchartrain, and was described as head of the Greek Mafia
in New Orleans.

You are referred to my memorandum 11/27/68, wherein
Frank Camilla Liberto employved as president of the LL&L Produce
Company, Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed concerning an
allegation made by John McFerren who had overheard a threatening
remark at the LL&I Produce Company. Liberto was interviewed
on 4/19/68 as set forth in my memorandum dated 11/27/68 and
he emphatically denied having any knowledge of the identity
of the person responsible for the death of King on 4/4/68.
New Orleans members of the family of Frank Liberto, Memphis,
Tennessee, previously stated they had no knowledge of any
disparaging remarks made by Liberto in regards to XKing as
set forth in a New Orleans report dated 4/29/68, furnished
by my memorandum 5/20/68. New Orleans Office advised in
December, 1975, that there is no Pontchartrain Restaurant
in New Orleans.

In the enclosed memorandum dated 12/15/76, the
source advised he recently read for the first time the
alleged fact that a person using the name John Willard
registered at 3:30 p.m. on 4/4/68 at the hotel in Memphis
where King was staying and it was his understanding that
the landlady or hotel clerk could not identify James Farl
Ray as identical with John Willard. As previously reported
in a Memphis report dated 6/10/68, an individual using the

-2
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING

name John Willard rented Room S5-B at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, Memphis, between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m., on
4/4/68, which was not the motel where King was staying.

The source also advised in this Birmingham
memorandum dated 12/15/76, that he believes that the
bullet taken from King was not identifiad as having come
from the rifle picked up at or near the scene of the
assassination. As previously reported in this Memphis
report dated 6/10/68, the bullet removed from the body of
Dr. Martin Luther King was examined by the FBI Laboratory.
It was determined that the bullet is a .30 caliber metal
jacketed "soft point* sporting type bullet of Remington-Peters
manufacture which could have been fired from the recovered
Remington 30-06 rifle. The bullet was distorted due to
mutilation and insufficient marks of value for identification
remain on this bullet. Therefore, it was not possible to
determine whether or not the bullet removed from the body
of King had been fired from the recovered Remington rifle
bearing the fingerprint of James Farl Ray, FBI Number 405 942 G,

The source advised in this Birmingham memorandum
12/15/76, that the rifle purchased by Prosch was a bolt-action
type rifle and an artist's drawing, that the source saw in a
newspaper somewhere, depicting the rifle found at the scene
of the assassination as a bolt-action weapon. This is
incorrect in that the recovered Remington rifle model 760,
was a slide action rifle as set forth in Memphis report dated
4/30/68, as furnished by my memorandum dated 5/20/68.

Also enclosed for your information are copies of
a Birmingham memorandum dated 3/18/71 (furnished to the
Civil Rights Division 3/24/71) and a Birmingham memorandum
dated 11/22/71, both concerning an investigation of Prosch
re possible association with the Minutemen,

Our Memphis Office is also analyzing the information
furnished in this Birmingham memorandum dated 12/15/7€, and

you will be advised. The Office of Professional Responsi-
bility, U. S. Department of Justice, is also heing advised.
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