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· · The Attorney General 

the Public Information Office of the Departnent of ,Justice. 
Continuous liaison is: maintained with the Public Inforn.ation 
Office. by the ltxternal Affairs Di vision of the F'DI and there 
hnve been no problems with this D.rrangement. All press 
releases, issued by FBI Headquarters, are cleilred through 
the Departnent 1 s Office of Public In:forwation,·as provided. 
for 1md0r Departmental Ord(~rs. 

On page 110, the Task Poree states 1 ''The Bureau's 
pr.-:;;paratio.n. and filing of the criminal co;;;plaint against . 
"Galt" on April 17; 1968, before· a U~S. Commissioner at 
Birrningharc. without first clearing with the Department, and·· 
the after-·the-fact submission to the Attorney General of 
a cl:i:;:aft press release about the co:mplaint are illustrative 
of thi:: Bureau's·· iisdain for Depart.'7:ent sur,ervision (EQ 44-
j8861-l5551 1565).n 

11.lso in its t:rcco,m-;,endations r:, the TaBk Force 
states on page 144 .: 

(3) '''!'he 'i'ask Force reconme~ds that no criminal 
action in tl>ensitive c;aS(-:?S should be instituted by the FBI 
wl:t:hout Departmental approval which would include, in ! '.l).J 
ap:c-)roprin.te ca.ses, the approval of the United· States 
Attorneys Offices e :: . 

Observations W.:!re ri:ade to the 'I'ask Force on 
January 17 ~ 1977, that the FDI file on the civi·l rights 
assass.ination investi9ation (serial 44-38861--1555) reflects 
the A.ttor.ney General. authorized, the filing of the. complaint 1 

·and serial 44~38861-2323 reflects the United States .Attorney's 
Office, Birir..inghan1 0 authorized the filing of the co:e:iplaint. 
Nr •. rolso:;n stated the Tas}: Poree would take this unci.er review. 
:rt · is · further noted tl1at al though the na...ue of the Special · 
Agent (s} of the FBI il?ho contacted the Deparb:1ent is not 
set fo:;:-th.,. serial 44-38861-·1555 (a PBX mernorandu..t1) reports 
that on April 16, 1968, the Attorney General authorized 
the.. filing of a complaint charging Eric Starve Galt (an 
alias for H.ay) t1ith violation of 'l'i tlc 13, U. S. Code 1 

Sec:t,ion 241 (Civil Rights Conspiracy Statut'2}. Serial 
44··38861-2323,. {a Bi1."J.ni:ngham FBI report) reports that on 

· 2\pril 17 1 1968 1 th,3 :facts of, this ra:att:2r were discussed 
. " • ., u • , by tne FBI w1.t.r1 Ji..ss.:i..stant Unitec~ Stat~s Attorney R. Macey 

rr•,,,ylo- ~1.· ,.._..,.,1• n•"'1"l;cr" 1?. 1 c,'h-e, ..... a ,,.•no "u+-1-io.,..,; ';'.::>·,.:, t-J1 r.,, -r.1.· -i 1 ~1g o.P ,;$,~«4 .L, .I.J .:,..J,.;.~ .. y~-~··'tf ..,..,.",,...o.J...J'~h.,;;J 'l/i-'.1. t--'I, ._ ......... ..,...,.-.,..U -•- ._ ..f...,.s_.., ...., 

a· co:mpla.int char<Jing r;ric Starvo Galt for violation of 
·Title 18, u. s. Code, Section 241. Serial 44-38861~2323 
further repoxts that a complaint was thereafter filed before 

· United States Cor~missioner Mildred F. Sprague, Bir:mingh.ar;ir-

g~ 
-5·-
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011 ?:.1:,.1~11 17, 19Gt~ ,.,. It is £.t.1! .. "t .. l1e1.· t1<.)t0=.i. t..t-L~t.-· iiJ .. 196~J 
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r1_i-J1e ... la.st . u r~cot"'.-cncn1·:.ia·t.io11 ° cq·rtct.;rni11.:J t11,.:.: 
az;;:~::is Sinci ti<."::r1- 'in·tl\~!S ti':Ja·t;.j_f.)!1. 0:1. 1:~-::.~;e.s ~Li -:t-1.4 ~ s·tE .. ~ces: 

{4)- )iI·f:.. \{dS o}:,1$('.!~\i(;(j ·tI!D.t alT.\OSt 11.0 l-;1-a..::}:.s \:.rer=:.~ 
ix1 tl-1c: l?J3I ·srjt;c.iijl r~_iJf';r1t !·s r:r)r.p ir1 "ti~:~- l·9G0 • s ··ttr:~1 no!'le i2:1 
·tl'J.~~ I3.1J.!.."G~1.1..1' s 11.j:e.r a 1.-r.:l-1:r ~ . •r!1Tsund.01.1}J t-ac·:.1 y · }.1~--.__:J. t~.1::1 ef f~ct o.E .. 
li.T:titi:~1:~l rlr:Yl: c).nly ti~s· 0\1-tJ_().C>k. D .. :~;:~ :..ir::.;]ei·s.t::ln-::}in:,; of t!'-i:~ 

Im!~;:~!r ;~~;;;IHm~:;~J~;,::~!~~~~:~~if r:r~:~~:~m;;•w 

I. 

l1a.j ·t11r..::r,?.·· lJC!t.:~n. bl·acl': 1\.fg<~nts· in .. the. ~~*:::~:in_:_-11.is ~ ::i(:1~1 .of ficC 
-~J_·~,. t°'J.(irt~Lcit)c"ltii1<r full V . .i11. th,:-! .i.11VC!:3t.l,:1 .. ri tier: .. {)f 0r·o r~rn~r I S 

... .... •.. . - - . . - - ~ti ·. 

·n.11.1J;Cler,:· it ·.if") :..11:.liI-:~:.l.:l tl-1r1t.:. t~1r:} i,1-t:er"r.fi,2-:r;s ·-~~1it!1 c1t_ iet1sl: 
tl1rr:~t?~ !)lc1c1t I::u:.:~·~11)(}.~S of: t11•;;_··~-~1c.:!\tJ!is .t'\::,l_:Lce .:tz-1{.i .r1~r~)· 0t.:~})0r·t;::t;r1t 
,vt):.~_lc1. h.civt; l)0en crlcrlC.)C:}:l~<1.~Q It~ j_r5 zi.lsr,-;.·•,tr~r\t r'!rob~:.!1lc tha.t 
l)J....ac}.: ·~i·t:iz~-::::n. i·lt~~;;?Hi i :Lttf;lJ·f.: \10.Ulrl il~t,16 b(~(::r1 ~rre~-tt()!: • '1 'thi .. s 
a.~1-::')e-;:11.--s t<) l)(.~ r.i.c:Jrc .of an o~Jir.iit:;rr1 or obs,:~1-va tio:t1 ra.t!1tir _t:1"10n · 
<'- ='r::::!C()1r:.1.::.en:~-:!.tt t~io::i 'bu 

to 
l>lac}.::. !.!16.~1i:J•Grs ()f t!1() .~·~(?I:t11I1is 1~oliC(! 3.11:J .fj .. :ro D~}par·t.:-:~er1t 
i1l1(1::3r~~ re.rr.o ...... ral fro::; .. as;:~:i~J!l~c1<:!Tlt· _;:i_t, a fir,~ sta·t·ic;r;. 1 a s111.-vei-lla11 .,e 

. l(>.0J~.t1~1t of t11r~ i~~-::)tc·l. i;~rl:,.z;:t"e Ur. 1--:•i11~J ~1;,ts s-tu:tit,~J" ,,· t1as ·r~·~;o_rt:cc:1 
·as a b;:1.siB ·for _tl1!2- I-Iotts~-~ · Selr::!ct (:a~r:~ni~t.,tee- i:o j r.•:1' .. ..-.·sv-- -~ ,r4-=-.t-~"\ .. ..~ .. " - .. v..:....::., -- ..... 

_th.(~ -ass; __ 1.-ss~n::.1tior1• of. 1Jr. ·.2\ir~'J• {r)u.crer; 2S ;'lll~-;~ 33} .. 
'l':.l.t3k. f 3

{):t .. cc~ rt;!!)O~t ~.:1!:-;:i:1!nirL<~~~ t.~it~ ba.nis fcir -'·tf1c. 1:-e}:'!O.'t-a.l o.f ·t!1ic 
til.::;.(J}~ <lr~·tc~(~t:i\Te cc11cc~rnin(J -L1. re:.7f1.rtt:~{~ t:1:-c(;:;:.-t_ tJ.!! -l1is li.fi:? Cl!l(1. _alsO 
stntos on page 37 t~~t, uaur ~nvcsti~~ticn hns not ~isclosaJ 
i1.r1y ·t":'..-"icl_f~;-1-::;c tll~1.t ~:-hr/ <Jc~·t..~il of 1ia:lla.cr~ .:.1-:rt:} .. :-r~~~.,~·i.1.r.-; (t~1lr·: ·tt;:-2> 

1 .. ~ f•t ) 't • ':- •~-.. ._~ • II .I!,. 
) • '1 ... "'i;r •• .,, ')."":"'\i"•\•"\~1 -:J'-:·~t:.• ., ··1 :'>l''"T .. ,!:'l .. ,, "'"'"')""\hr •. ·,-:,-_:).,~ t.r1' --~ -~~ ►~ ~e'-<'~"'~'""~1.n-•--·1 .. ,.:n 
. ..f-~ ,_.,,,._ ;. • .J. • .t..l..;_;,..!.t._ .. _ -,~(~•J .J-! """ ... 2 : ·~:: --..•. ;i..1,.._...._..,....,_ __ ,,. ~·--·· \- ... !. ..... ,-f •. 1,:)~ .. t> •. ") ·-·'!.'--'"f-

of :i:-. 1:i11f; t-'" . It i:J £u.:t·t}1::..:.t .. 1101:£.,_: t.11-:1.t J.);ts:-·!-..l u~J0!1 a r-:~·:1t.1est 
t)f. -c.ht; (~i't..til .?~it_;ttt.s :-;i·visirYr1 i.11 Sezd.--.. -..;:11:)::Jr o·;: 19(t5, we { 
.. :-;~;11,;.itH:t~:\.\ t!::~t.:~i~1. i.11\7t.:.r;.Ci·;r~tt.ic,.1:. ct)ill'].t::rr..i;:q -th\::. ir-tfo1.·r~ation 
1:·~,Jc.1:4 :lj .. 1"!(J t.:1.-~ re::·:.c;1.r.G.l of t.Iti.t--; ~~2·t~cti'1""t~ a.r1tl fir2~c:11. :'\J_ttv:~:.:tl ;11 
t'fC! ,.li-..l l'lC'.ft ir1t.:~1.---vJ .=-:,".:· t::1,:;:.:.,-:: t.112:-0!:."! ir:.c~i--,1i/_.~ua.!.s; ;,..;~~ ~2i.::";. ft11:~nis}1.. · 
rct.;~lt~ o.Z c,1.1r j_31.~,;~:3·t_i(;{Jtio1, :rD=:-.:!rr~:: .. ~: ""I ~~-3i::- rc;-.:tY1..r:1l to t .. ~1c · 
Ci;ti1 !-;~i<;h·ts LJi;__r~i!_jic,r1_ 1)~{ r·:t::~,J~X"ctr~·J.:.F:": ~:.:-0tc:<~:, \T9V(;:~·:!)2t· ·:!J_., 19(_ 0

; 1 
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. . :17. 
,. ,'l'h~ .~ecurity 1ve?t1.gat1.on · • 

The following observations concerning the section , ~ 
of OPR's repo~t 'l.•1hich deals 'v'-iith the FBI's security investi­
gation of Ring wer.e brought to the attention of Department 
representatives at the above mentioned meeting on January 17 ,

1 1977, at FBIHQ. 

General Observations 

(1) In a nurn .. ber of instances. the Task Force 
report refers to 11 The Deegan File," a cabinet which 
contained sensitive docu.~ents and tapes in the King 
security investigation. The Bureau uses.no such terminology 
to describe• this material. Docu ... 711:ents and tapes in this 
cabinet are properly charged out of official Bureau files 
and are merel,y stored ina cabinet located in the office 
of Mr. Deegan, Chief of the Domestic Security Section,_ 
General Investigative Division. 

, -
(2}' The Task Force report fails to show that the 

. personal life and character of King~· were significant in 
making an int~iligence assessment of King .. This factor 
stressed by SA Seymor Phil:i.ips during interview by OPR, 
is also omitted in the recorded interview ·which is con­
tained in Appendix B~ 

(3) The OPR report makes·no recognition of the 
"tenor of the times" during which King was investigated .. 
Those were the years of considerable racial strife through­
out the nation u when ·s1J.bversi ve and other disruptive elements 
were attempting_ to capitalize for their own advantage on 
the soc_ial awakening in our country and on the civil rights. 
Jssue. · · · · 

S2ecific Observations 

(.1) · Page 127 - Concerns installation by the 
:New: York Field Office on January 21-24, 19?6, of a 
microphone surveillance against I<ing· at the .Americana 
Hotel,. It .. should be noted. that documentation for this 
information' ·is in FBIHQ file 100-106670-2224X rather than' 
~224 as, indicated in the OPR report. The Task Force 
report states t.,hat Assistant to the Director DeLoach 
ordered the microphone removed at once and advised the 
·oir~ctor that "no one here'' approved the coverage. A 

· review of this serial indicates these instructions were­
wri,tten by Mr. Tolson and not DeLoach. The OPR report 
indicates Mr. Sullivan authorized this coverage, but 

. a review of the serial fails to indiqate clearly 'who 
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actua.lly ·made the authoriz.;1.tion. On pa.c_;,2 12:l _t:1:3 re?ort 
ir,1plies that cov~1.r2i9e cont.inned after ths uicrophone was 
ordered removed.. r-;:here is no s1.1ch indic,1tion. ir: the 

··n1•-o;;u .c.;1,::c.,o,,ar.:, c•"r, ti1~' ;i.-.,i,;,,..t-·o-r: .:....; ...... ..,. ➔-h~c.· ,,,.~~""'rl·f'oJlo•,;,f·,;., ""'·14..L ....... ~-- J..4--c.::,*:) , ;:., J ~- .... _,, r. ... >--.i. .... , ..... .ii _ .... t...J-J.~c;: .._ .. 1-(..,t. ..a..-~t-••::,._._.. _ .... _ .1ri~ n'J-. 
instructions to renove the snrveill-J.ncc to ,-1h..:m actur-1.lly 
r .---~ .... ~.,,,.~1 '"'"'•::.·..-,,,, ... or"" t'!.'"""""' 1.· - •~o -- ·y t<""• ·3 -' +--,,~- ·-..,. .,; .r. · -.. ~ ~==-'-'-c'v'-='"-• .1.1-~~ .... kl(".:!.!.. ._, J,,..,_,:..,.::;,. -,=> ; .. '- °t'",a . __ \,..i.e\-.-z...-l. ... -:.,l..•l..- .,1i..i .. 

· 11 . +-. . • • • , 4 • - • +-. r--e,.,., S,Jrve.2. a.nee con ~:2.nueci 1.n v10..1..a-..:1on ot ins true ._J.oas. v 

(2) Pa.ges 133-1.39 - In a discussion of nure~u 
policy _co::-tccrni.rig surreptitious entries 1 the· Task Force 
notes. tl1at~ ~::sucl~ · a.pp·rqvitl ~,.as ~1ran:tc-:1 \"1i th res.-pcct to 
Hr. Levi:;;on and Dr .. r~ingn (pa.0e 139} • ?his ir,pli2s -that 
the .Bureau conducted surrentitious entr.it~s acrainst Kin<:r. . . ~ . - -~ 

'l"'hi;l!."e ,,:.3re no s{u:reptitious entries c1n f:.~1ch condv.cte:J ~--· . __ -
' ·,~. • ~,• ...... ,..!-. · 1·... •·:. .,. ·, .,, ·• " ··-. •_,,, ~ r.-• '.~ ~-- ! -. __ ., _,..-,,~ ... ~-' ' .. 1 . ..--~ .. a';;c.1.h..,t:. l•,.J.ng,. -•l .J..1S1.-a . ._ __ 1.n0 ~O .. :e .-.:J.-rv;-,nun, . ..,..._.r. '-le:.: l.-anct_;;:s 

against 1anr:1 , however, trospas:?. was n~:cess.J.ry ... (.... __ · ) U.., 

(31· Png,1 13:T - 1.:i:hG n~po:rt not2s in passinq that 
·tJ:-ie. -J?BI cc:11·ti11ut~C! to· e.t·i}}loy ·a!I info~rr~nt .. irt the .s·c:ti:! 
;J,esr~it,=:. -tJ1e. fac·.t t.l1tJt ·the i-rl"f<:;rnant· C(:'inc~rlc:~i to -Sg~aT;s. in . 
Atlanta ·tl1a.-t ho 1aacI C!?.b:;1zzlecl. sor~te t}:JI ... C f:~r.H.is •. T!1t;;. 
in forna tion, as reported by the OP~, tQr.us to ident.i £~oi.lr · -
.; ro -ai.t .,~ ,.-..--..,-;.-4- - 0 -'-1 -1-•v·t· 0~ ~.--.~r• (ee ~;•~ 1:· i) ~n.c. rs.:!...:. 1,. .,....l~,t~.,,- -.J...!".1.~J 11 \.. ... 1e _ac \.al. i ie !> .. .1- w- 1 

.. :--:...r- .... ·- ft-~ r ±tl 

(.t!) ;?ec:o ··1··.!'t(. - !'f-';'1.:.:"l rt?1;~rt .;.-1n.1."1T".,;·fi~~ .-:~Q{i,.-· ·!{•"'~E::.n1-i 

-~lL ' .· 
. . ' 

• ·,_:,......... ... -~ .................... -.1.- - ..,_-..,. - ... --- -- - - _ ... _ ._._ .,,.,. _ _,... 

officL:tl:s who., oJ~('ie.reJ and. directe,~ corm t.,~rint.(2lliqence 
<1:::;tivity ttnd '1 il1icii:. 1

' diss,:,~~-dnation of i~w~stigative _ 
~1 "'t•" J.. o - ,, 1 .;s?~r--s./l •i-:" ?'.; -r. ;,- T-t- •-.7,:; s no i -, +- ·,,-, o· 1 .;.. i--.... ;-., -:i.--'-..a r:i..,,..,...,,, .,_ · 
,~c:;;\· ..._.. (.., · - .. "... '- ~-~ '-' , •••·,A-,,.£ ... ij.~ - \- - j.;: .,,...J,l, i,...;f:.:-- "'-·lr-- "-V i.J\; • .p,. - ~!L;,,.J,, '-' 

of-f ici,_"ll.;-; that identif icaticin of prcs,~rit or forr:-,e.r· Bure?..u 
officizils responsibl~ for ,:1.::!tions aqainst. Kir:.~1- coul<l · 
-"· ~i"'"'\·.Y'\~ .,:~1.0 ~~ ... ! n-.t· .......... )~ ..... ot, ., -~.t:: J...'!' . J.~~!:.,!~l':~ .. i. ~.i.;.-;. .,.,1,1.t .. ,-J..;t:: 1. .... ·t: .... ~~ .-i.d..L :::>".:-:1 .. CL.j(. 

'I~11~:::?-·· l:,el.Ow- acl({it~ional. obse:c~va tions· ¥ no·t r.1atle ~:1t1rir1g 
·. the confe:i:·E-mce on Janu_ary 17, 1977 1 are sab,nitt.ed for 
con.side:tJ'l tion of the De!)•c:1.rtmc:1 t: 

n· 11"' ,,,, - - · - · - ·· j .. >th-. · . ' - L . . (1). 1 age _,1.· - ,,·ne repor.:: J..n'~ .ca ... e;;; , at:. · --- _ ~~-. 
"'"·'lj-.,..- 7!;1~ .. t')o~...-:-i.t--, '"\-5.4a,!-::'l?..,.t.,. '!""\°l._~,....,J..,Q..._. ·r-t.,.t: t·~~-~ ,,....'.')..._n,-·-:,1 T,·'t'"tt\.7:9..'\•-·•-• .. •. ~.:.., .. ,.n: :-r14-.. i1. i;,;:;;;.-~: .~I,. ·looJ:;.. ...... , .:; .... ~ ... ..!.,.• .... ~-...i: ..... j.\-, t./-J .. C-t.. .!.. UJ.. ;_JS_, ~-:f ... .:..!. .. :.....-,J.-.. ..L.!.t. .. \:,;.';}t,.,.1.g~~,-l. IC 

·1)ivision·, ,"l.cl,;i:-1r:~tl !:·!r.. IIoover c:f in.Eorr:l.:!tio11 crJncGr-nl..:l~J Ki11g, 
as ~e1Jorte·:1 irr ft 1ncrno:Cnn.~la;J fror:l Sc-:.1.ttf,~r:-l,:i)'" t.o ~oser1 (ia·terI 
~-~a:t 2~2- 1 19.61~~ A revici11 of t11·is •:ioc1.1t···:e11t r~11eals t!iat 
Rosen's initials a::::-e not on ·it or is there '1.HY it1dication 
Rosen. was aware of the ~:1er:\oran-::.:u.:-;10 'i:'21e:":refor2, - th,~re is 
no indicat-ion t}hlt :-'\r * Rosen a/t•Jis,;d -th? -:.:ircctor of such 
inforrr . .:ition, although it is ack .. r:,.o;dci":.g,.:::-::1 t!1.,;1.t :tr. Hoover 
v;as raa.de awar•'2 of trv,:. inf,:,nnat.icm .• 
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-I~ shoul~ b8 noted ti1at 
.f <J;r.· C(J;-~i; .. ·~u1 .. i.:t st iri fl 1-1 ~~r►.<~ fl 

(3}. I'a~;e .l?,{j ._ 1?:.·1!'~ 1:t~.f~C,!.'"t ~~":;_'!.-.,:·c,·,~.,.F· t:.fJ i .. rt·!~OJ:77.llit.'lt. 

-~iy1:tboJ. :-z:..1:r:JJ-=3?~$ .~1s-si0r~D-i t.o r·~i::::t·or72"1or1e i:P .. :tr,.toill;lr1ces of 
l~lt!·J"' ~rl1(~ IJeI}£l.rt.~e'.r1t sft(1ttli] .ric)t£~; t.1"121.t 3 .. ;:1..:'t:~rn~z:'.::°1t B~l;-~tl)CJ.l 
tt~J;.:Xb~~:r:s ;,~-r-~ ~Js~~:j- · i·r;.t~:;:'!:11.fill;~ t.(; .;:;z-;rft:r-r)l i1!1!;·,: -a~J .. "X:in-i·st.(:!" 
infc;1-!.:1D.1:it ·.O!)e]:-a£.ion .riJ1~1 _ ci·c,~- n,)t ·ciis_!3~?rr;j_r11.\t~:~~-J o:.1t1;ic~c~ oC t1l€! ~T<! ~ 

{ ·1) 'P-:\(~r ... 1-"'.:-:- - =?}1_,,~ r~:z:~,:_,cirt. Ht<~t:~.s tl~~·t_. t: .. ,.(~ • .. ...... - .:- .i-"1...,- .,.,_ ... __ .,_ -- ' ~ 

2·(}.r.Si:jti:J.r1t ·co-nt.r,Pv?J·rsy ·t}2t":.•J~l!_,-E~J.·~ 1<.in:-!: .:1h:..1 r--:r." ·r:oc)v,~r -.;.;:.,J .. .:4 a. 
;1\ 4:.}_jo~ fa,:t:c<t.- i.~1 tl1µ I3~1:r.-,1lt1~ i ~ (~r:1ter~ . .ir~.r1tio1: tr: ._:!isc:i-::..--f:~Jit; 

. -~~irt·~r. (.~:1.J. ~t.ltir~-l::l.tel~l ~.J.c~;~rt:cc,y hits l0c:.;:L.Jrs::1i}? r.c;l·t! iri tj1,2 

t!·ivil ri~~ff1·t:s- !:1.C"l'Vet-1.t1rt·t." "l1i~t:--; r.L~;.~:01: ... t fails to a-.-ckrto~~11~~~.:~,~r_e 
:t~irit· t..1.i<.; p:t·i-r~~-~1. ... :l feet(}): ·i:-1 i::1·v~::;sti--1at~?1··;:; I~ir;~{ ,~;:-J.5 t:?l::; 
:r-~;~.:;ti . .r;n:~ ~ i·rit.0r~:$t. ari-~1 :n.ot .tI1.~:.:·~ \!~::-:JC!J,f~I _, .. l~in.·:·1 (?::).t1t::::o).r~~}rS).4 ..... 

(5) 1?{'.lJJC -13,} .... ··t:i:Lti1 -rt::-~,;;:::.:.::!Ct~ ·t(, ~ r<:.:i:p:.:~~=~~ert~i{~r.! 
~::·01:1i1 tC! r-i !''l i:-r~l J ... i•:J~:-rr:cr:: J:~l:f)Ilc:s ell ·})·:;/ t::'-1.·1! ?~ ti ar·~t .. a {) E: ic:..] ,. t: l1;.,~ 

1~•:-:.r~~i1:t. stat~~-s tb.f: 'l'fus!~ .r,-~or(~e ~""'·0.s.. ~~-;~,:~~··; ... ~~ to ~J.:::te1::~inc 
;;1l.t::!tl ... i2.r". s~.tc11 LJ, 1zti()i1tS :fl:.:l~t,t: L::::-1:.l(:.~rta}-_2:11 !:rir~ce t:·1:-?.~:t_ "-1t~rr:..;!' · 

. ~1,.~:Li. t.}1:.:-:~c Z~£)r.1r.:.1~1:;,:;-J · itc:·1."" <.tis-~t)f)-S:-~)~If:;:~r.l_ !:;~; tti:::: ?)i.rt::~:·tcr.- 1 !·t 
s!~:.J+...11,-1 l.;c :}c,t.~;:::~ tl'1 .. ~ .. t th.(~! i:;.1.cc:-:!'~.t. <:<}:-;:.:.~\t;1.icat~l1:1t1 a:.-:k.r:;o-=-r;t.J:.~::(:~ir.~-:~ 
rc3CC::i~~)'~ of· tk1e:: t)):()f)(}::.ial ft'"(r::1 ::\tl-;:r:.t::t ft1r.t.~·\.{~·.1: i11st ... Y.":..l(';.t;,:~~r . 

th?i~ .Ittlt!I.1t21 hI()tJ_l<:·i t:i-0;. 0..~~.i,ri~~2.:_) i E s:..1cJ .. i ::1 c(:..111t,~rir1 t/'~:lli•~:Jt~ncf~ 
:.!- ;"- · • ., t, ~ ,,---. T:·· i'"' .;i-, ~ 0 l ... :-·.1 l-1 .'¼.. ..; 1 . .: __ .., !:..; ... , .:. ...... h ! .... ·"":. . ,;: -:J 1 .. ~' ........ ,:!:"\. ~ .• ,.'_t_-1·.~- ~-· ..... ;-· .".·-"·-; ...... ·: .. f ·¼..,. ~.·L ,·,, _._ ... ~ _, .• S...-{;-',.~"-M"'-· •~·~\.;_,,\. ½- ,,..1 )..., .. , ,_,._t.., __ ._l..!-...,., •••• J...rt l..,.41 . .-.,. .. ~·· _......_,:,. ~--,. ~ .., __ \- l,l._~ 

irif-t;·t~~·!--tl.tlor; i-s · c,;rJ-it.t:~:-~·1 f1:~:;r:1 tI'lf.!· t):?ft ;;:-:.:;_r::c:ct -~~~i~cJ_; t11r.:3_;;~ is 
}",t()·~.i1in.!:; .:t.n. tJ1.~:. fil(:!G t{) J.~s-~~\.7'f':~:tl 3.r~.-y !:l~.;,r~·::·011~.1 ·of t~11_,:} t.ftc:ti(: ~ 

("7'}. ;tl1.~1 <)l.7 1-z r.-~;)t)t"t' f:jJ..J..:1 t~r) r·-~.:t:!():-Jtklz~! 
f;.:-1ct.r)r i~ t:l-1.:::~ E. 1 •. 1!_~;.:!;:;~j: :J r~<:~t)·~.:-.r:.i t:iy~)it t).f 

~~;a.rn.-t?.•.j t! t l:l·:.r...:! · :ti<~: lt-t::~!.rt l<~\,r(:: 1 ~-:; c• f -:_"';o~re1:_";·~·.~·,:;,::r~ t.. (1:-;..rt.;~s j_ -,J,:.:rl t. 
ati-:.f _.\1:to1:-11.i~~l t;·::!'r1t:?.-ral} t..~i .. 3t .f1:.; ::i.>t,~)~i1.~~ cij~s.(.>:.1trt.izrue: l-.:.is 1· 
;:..sc~Jcl.::;t.,ic1 11 1d.i.t.ll co~:~.:.::~1.1nis·t3 t.:.1 f)t·r=:.•·./(:.T:.t. }12..!."r:: t() !1i2 r:-i0\1"0-..-:f:!1t .. 

;.: i:i cor1 t ... i:t:t.l (1d --.: .. :1 ~Jf)<.~ i.61: it.~ft ~l i .t~ ~ t"'.::{:f·:;,:::1.~11. i -~ t~, i·r_(~ ic; :1 t:t~.~ · 1~ i,zYJ __ · 
(:11~:,s~::=. -C.o i(J!l01:t:!· tl'li~.!:; re;}]?CE".Di?.:-1 .. :· .:;:._lv ... i :;ti C> 

,,--~-, .... , :.:.,1 . .-;-•, :.·1... ·---.-.. ··~ 
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While this Bureau I s Dod..1,'nent Classific~1tion Officer 
(Security Officer). has carefully reviewea and classified on 
a paragraph-1:.y-pa.ragraph basis the Ta.sk Force's "Tep Secret tt 
report, he has noted the inforr.tation in this report is 
extremely sensitive and if compromised could cause exceptionall 

. grave da."nage to the national security. Ii.dditionally, while 
the Document Classification. Officer has invoked what in his ~ 

• opinion are all available stanc.arcs relating to areas of 
classification, in assisting the Task Force in preparing 
sanitized version of the report, nonetheless because of 
previously-released i:nform.;2.tion there is concern through 
logical speculation and processes of elimination that 
disclosure of the sanitized report could jeopardize this 
Bureau's sources and methods of intelligence. 

I 

l Deputy Attorney General 

1 nr. Michael E .. Shaheen, Jr,. 
Counsel, Office of 
Professional Responsibility 
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•. -Routi'ng Slip ·, 
· 0-7 (Re.v'. 12-lJ-7}) 

l'O: SAC: 

D Albany 
D Albuquerque 
D Alexandria 
D Anchorage 
D Atlanta 
D Baltimore 
D Birmingham 
D Boston 
D Buffalo 
D Butte 
D Charlotte 
D Chicago 
D Cincinnati 
D Cleveland 
D Columbia 
D Dallas 
D Denver 
D Detroit 
D El Paso . 
D Honolulu 

RE: MURKIN 

D Houston 
D Indianapolis 
D Jackson 
D Jacksonville 
D Kansas City 
D Knoxville 
D Las Vegas 
D Little Rock 
D Los Angeles 
D Louisville 
~ Memphis 
□ Miami 
D Milwaukee 
D Minneapolis 
D Mobile 
D Newark 
D New Haven 
D New Orleans 
D New York City 
D Norfolk 

□-Oklahoma City 
D Omaha 
D Philadelphia 
D Phoenix 
D Pittsburgh 
D Portland 
D Richmond 
D Sacramento 
D St. Louis 

TO LEGAT: 
D Beirut 
D Bern 
D Bonn 
D Brasilia 
D Buenos Aires 
D Caracas 
D Hong Kong 
D London 
D Madrid 

D Salt Lake City 
D San Antonio 
D San Diego 

·□ Manila 

D San Francisco 
D San Juan 
D Savannah 
D Seattle 
D Springfield 
D Tampa 
D Washington Field. 
D Quantico 

D Mexico City 
D Ottawa 
D Paris 
□ Rome 
D Singapore 
D Tel Aviv 
D Tokyo 

Date 2/18/77 

Retention For appropriate 
D For information D optional [X] action D Surep, by _____ _ 

D The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, D conceal all 
sources, D paraphrase contents. 

D Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA ___________ _ 
dated 

------------
Rem arks: SuLHM results of contact with Assistant 
District Attorney General in Tennessee, and 
conclude LIIM with a statement to the effect that 
before the disposition of any exhibit~ in this 
matter, the appropriate Canadian ~uthorities 
should also consider consulting the u. s. Depai•t­
ment of Justice, Washington, D .. c., and that a 
copy of this communication is being furnished to 
the u. s. Department of Justice for its 
information and consideration. 

Enc.2 
Bufile 44-38861 
Urfile 44-1987 
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·1 - Mr. Gallagher 

Aft:S.1:tsta.nt l!i.tto-l.'ney Gtnl#Jll!&l 
1 - Mr. Ingram 

Februai't 11;, -:1911 
Ci.Vil . BiE,titta tl.f.vis1on, 1 - Mr. Peelman 

1 - Mr. Lawn 
1 - Mr. Fehl 
1 - Mr. Rhyne (Att: 

Mr. G~ E. Fisher) 
AtLEG!m- I!JPO,RMA~ . , IJ<"/ .. 
OF m!TI!f G JB. .i ~H.B MtrRD:Ki OF . Siffl OlAMCA!iA ,; /)' _..,iif, · 

< ~Iii~ WR.DEi OF' . . . PBY' .::n~-':F~.ii> ,. 1)/l.,,_· .. r} .. _ .· . . 
~ TKEFf (~~-Pt~EJON_;~.:.f!.~P.~~.~~E~~f![!!!_=~=<l~!!:!_~!l!!a lUUll>'- Jd:!::-, / _ H---

' I/ \,• 

lleter:en:ctf i&- made to Wf.i-1. ~~-~l~ill<:lum ,dated '.Februar1 3 " 
1911 t- to th~ G.tv11 n1i;nts D:tvisir,n· {and t;~ O.tfiee or Proteir.:;­
s:tQnal Reaponsib111ty) vb1.e~ turm.shed it eopy · ot' a lette~ 
dated f;ranuax-y 20 i), 1911, tro.m un1t11tl Stai;~u• Atto Chene:, e,. 
Joseph 1 -JP .. :, Beto.n nougei. tou1s1a~ # and lei b'.benr;t !J .111.. 
I11veetigator$ C~·1mir1al t>1via1e:n,.~~m! t)e;putmeia; _of' "h. r-
J~stio-ect- a,'.ldreissed to Mr. ·w1111am- :p,.. Tyaen1r Jeputy JJivee:tor~ 
Exrecutive J)ff1co t'or United States At:toi-n&ys., Depa~tmf;)n; ot 
.J):1-tStie~ §> Waehtngt~n, » .. c. ffMs m•o-r:attdttta advise~ '.tn~t tt1e 
FBI- ·was tiu•nitihinl: ~ ~opy ,'!>.f 'tl1i.:a: · lett'f11 t~P 1ntor~~tion and: 

· no further inve.stigatiQn was ~ej.n~ , eondtt-eted o.0~eern:~~ this 
~latter unless spec1f16all.y ~eq,ta.e,stea l)y. . tb.e ilep~t~ent .. 

. . l. · ' ' :·1: • • · , ,·,', , 

Re:tf.trenee .is al20 ·made. to tht1 m.emoranduw -d.a:ted 
FeJlruer-y 3 ~ 1971.,, . t1,cm n~ ~ ll:U.eha.el. E. Shaheen,• -Jr. ~ Cl)unse l > 
.orr:1.ee o.f :1rroresgi_on.al Re:ispons1b1litJ:i to ·the .ctv1.l Risbts 
ftl.vitd:on ... Crim.inttl D1v!s1<:l~, aarf -tbe F~l· wb1el'.l furni~~pd a 
~OPJ of this stuita lett,"~' (lated 'JafilUlrY 20 •. 1971... , . 

~ 

""'-, 
r."".,. 
"""--
~ 

l 

~ 
!i 

l1 = "" 

• I 
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I, 
i 

I 

~:.-;~•·····?"' ,_ 
I 

, , ,i:.r'-c', 

A.ssiatant. li.ttorney hen~ral· ' 
Civil lti.ghts Di,tisi9i1 · 

. If net ,already, con~;; _'.you oay_ ·,dasire to biing ~his··, 
matt~:r to th~ attentio,:t1 of the appropri.~t~ local. ~tithorlties 
in. Illinois anq Oklaho.-na.: 

· 1. - Assistant At~orney Gt'!;l'uiral 
Crl.:Fiin~l Di visio1t . 

. 1--~~ £Jew Orieans (Enclosures ·2) (Enolo~ed are copies of 
incoming from Office of Professional Responsibility) 
, (For. information I noting .110 investigation, should :be . 
instituted unless· specifie~lly requested,by the· 
Dep.artment) ~,, - · 

-1 = Memphis (Enc1osures,2) (Enclosed" are,copies·of,incoming 
from.Office of·Profes~ional Responsibility) (For irifor-· 

-mat.ion-1 -. noting· no investigation should be instituted, 
· unless· specditcally requested ,by t.J.~e- Depar~ment),. 

,, . .·. ' . 

1 • .> Chicago (Jm'c;tosures 2} .. (Enclosed-. ~re 9opies of incoming , 
frc,m Office of Professional Responsibility). (For infor­
mation, noting no ,investigation should be instituted -

·'unless.speci£ically_r~questec;l by.the.Department)~ 

l .- Oklaho!l).ci .Cit1r ,{Bnclo~ures 2) (Enclosed ar:e copies of , 
.. -incon:d.ng from. Office of Professional Responsibi1ityl 

(For.information, noting rio investigation·should be 
inst~ tuted th,le~:fs · specifically requested by · the · Depart-
ment),.·. · , 

. ~ ," .. - . 

- ,,•;_ 

-,,', 

. ._ . ~ .. : 

' - f 
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• 
... . . ... Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division 

·• 

"' .... ~ . ;'l••t.t~ 

NOTE: By airtel dated 1/28/77, o&~ New Orleans Office furnished 
a copy of a letter dated 1/20/77 from the USA, Baton Rouge, and 
a Louisiana Department of Justice Investigator, addressed to 
the Deputy Director, Executive Office for United States Attorneys, 
Department of ,Justice, Washington, D. C., which states that a 
previousli reliable local informant has information concerning 
captioned matters. The informant will only discuss these matters 
with Justice Department investigators from Washington and in 
exchange for his cooperation, request~ certain action re local 
conviction. Copies of this letter furnished to Civil Rights 
Division and OPR hy form memorandum 2/3/77 ·advising this was· 
being submitted for their information and no further investi­
gation was being conducted unless specifically requested by 
the Department. 

By memorandum dated 2/3/77, OPR furnished a copy of 
this same letter dated 1/20/77 to Civil Rights Division, Criminal 
Division, and FBI stating they should take whatever action is 
appropriate. 

This advises the Civil Rights Division and Cr1minal 
Division that we are conqucting no ipvestigation concerning 
this matter unless specifically requested by the Department, 
and that Department may desire to advise appropriate local 
.authorities. Information copies designated.for appropriate 
FBI Field Offices. No information located in Bufiles identi­
fiable with Ben D. Gibbens. 

APPROVED: . , . A,::m. s,:ih1 ................. . 
1::.-.::. f..?:·:·.::·n ............ .. 

l..,;riul C(rnn, ............. . 
i:~•Lin, S, ln:;p ............ . 

-3-
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CrJ Memorandum 
Assoc. Dir._ 

Dep. AD Adm._ 

Oep. AD Inv._ 

'Asst. Dir.: ,· 

Adm.Ser~-/ 

1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 Mr. 
1 Mr. 
1 Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

DATE: 2/25/77 

Held 
Adams 
Gallagher 
Ingram 
Peelman 
Lawn 
Moore 
Mintz 

Ext. Affairs. 

Fin. & P 

~::•,.Inv. )?f 
Inspection ! 
Intel!,_/_ 

Laboratory_ 

Legal Coun,_ 

Pion. & Eva I._ 

Rec. Mgnt._ 

Spec, Inv, __ 

TrCJining __ 

Telephone Rm,_ 

Director Sec'y_ 

PURPOSE: To advise of an inquiry from the Office of Public 
Information, United States Department of Justice (USDJ), as 
to how many times the FBI attempted to interview James Earl ~ 
Ray, the convicted assassin of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

RECOMMENDATION: For information. '-£~ /12 )\'1 'g,,. ' 
APPROVED: Adm. Serv ............... . 

Ext. Affairs .............. . 
Legal Coun ....•.......... 

Plan. & lnsp •............ 

84 1 
j010-101 

Dire:tor.:A~-·- Fin. & Pers•.---:1;.:::¾ 
ctf!p~c. Dir\dlJ.KJ.... Gen. Inv ... ·¥· ·Y![ 

v· Dep. AD Adm........... ldent. ............... ....... . 

Rec. Mgt ................. . 

S. & T. Serv ............ . 

Spec. Inv ................. . 

7 
V,i...,Dep. AD ln,f.!A.,_,/ lntell ........................ . Training ................... . 

DETAILS: This is the case involving the assassination 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. , on 4/4/68 at Memphis, Tennessee. --------7 
On 3/10/69, James Earl Ray entered a plea of guilty to a //_,fj_ 
local charge of the murder of King in Tennessee a·nd received _:o·--;;--­
a 99-year sentence. He presently is in local confinement. 

The Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR), 
U.S.D.J., recently completed a review of the FBI's investigation 
of King. On 2/18/77, OPR issued a publicly releasable report 
concerning the FBI's investigation of King and it is noted 
therein that Ray agreed with the advice of his attorney and _ 
did not consent to an interview by OPR. 3 f-, glr ,j /' _/ - / >('(1-

1 ,1 g 1\ I' 0 ..,,.d>"(_£?f \J -, 

REC-~( !.( "f ,f t1"' -. ~ ~-

coNTINUED - OVER M MAR 8_ 19t? 
S.t 109 

Btty U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan FBI/ DOJ 
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U.S. Df::PT. OF JUSTiGE 

• 

p E. Ct \f [ D 

1:::: 1,5 pM '11 .. J . , l 1 

I • ,, • : \ 

;_-,l'JI, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
Peelman to Mr. Gallagher Memorandum 
Re: MURKIN 

On 2/24/77, Mr. Robert J. Havel, Office of Public 
Information, U.S.D.J., telephonically advised that he had 
received an inquiry as to how many times the FBI attempted 
to interview Ray, and requested we furnish him with this 
information. 

A review of the civil rights assassination 
investigative file (44-38861) reveals the following: 

Ray was taken into custody by officers of New 
Scotland Yard on 6/8/68, and an article in the 11 London Times 11 

dated 6/10/68 reported that Ray had been interviewed in 
London by a irunited States Department Chiefrr (Assistant 
Attorney General Fred Vinson). It was determined that Ray 
was not interviewed by Vinson, however, Vinson did see Ray 
momentarily through a slot in the cell door. (Serial 44-38861-
4 507). 

On 7/17/68, Vinson advised that Ray's attorney 
had requested that Ray not be interviewed and if he was 
interviewed it should be done in his pr~sence. Vinson also 
advised that Ray had sent a letter t6 the Attorney General 
in which he mentioned he had obtained a lawyer and did not 
intend to talk. Vinson said this raises a question as to 
whether the FBI should interview him at all in view of the 
fact he will be transported (back to the United States) as a 
prisoner. He said, of course, if Ray volunteers any infor­
mation, we, of course, would listen. (Serial 44-38861-4892). 

Ray was returned to the United States from 
London on 7/19/68 and during the flight no effort was made 
to interview Ray and he volunteered no information. (Serial 
44-3 8861-4 910). 

On 3/10/69, Ray entered a plea of guilty to a 
local charge of murder of King in Tennessee and received 
a 99-year sentence. On 3/11/69, Assistant Attorney General 
Jerris Leonard, Civil Rights Division, U.S.D.J., requested 
that the FBI try to interview Ray to determine whether he 
will give any information concerning possible conspirators. 
(Serial 44-38861-5612). 

On 3/13/69 and again on 3/14/69, Ray, then 
incarcerated at the Tennessee State Penitentiary, Nashville, 
Tennessee, was contacted by the Memphis Office of the FBI 
and he declined to be interviewed concerning captioned 
matter. (Serial 44-38861-5709). 

-2- CONTINUED - OVER 
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Peelman to Mr. Gallagher Memorandum 
Re: MURKIN 

• 
On 2/24/77, Mr. Havel was furnished the above 

information and was also reminded that Ray had recently 
not consented to an interview by OPR. Mr. Havel stated 
this satisfied his inquiry and made no further request 
of the FBI. 

-3--
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

.s010-1O• 

Memorandum 
The Associate Director 

Legal Counsel~ 
Di,I I; 

J.Af1ES EARL RAY; 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

DATE: 2/28/77 

Assoc. Dir._ 

Dep. AD Adm._ 

Dap. AD Inv.__: 

Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Serv._ 

Ext. Affairs_ 
Fin.&~_/· 

Gen.I~ 

ldent.--p/ 

lnsp•~l_!..E.o--k 
Intel!. __ 

Laboratory_ 

Legal Coun,_ 

Plan. & Eval. _ 

Rec. Mgnt,_ 

Spec. Inv. __ 

Training __ 

Telephone Rm._ 

Director Sec'y_ 

This reports receipt of anonymous telephone call 11 concerning James Earl Ray. (\ ;' f 

DETAILS : -f ~\ 1 

( ! , 
On February 25, 1977, Ann Collins, Office of Legis'U. 

lative Affairs, U. S. Department of Justice, advised Derinis 
Miller of the Office of Congressional Affairs that at approxi­
mately 5 p.m., February 25, 1977, she received a telephone 
call from an individual who refused to identify himself. 

The caller told Collins that the brother of the 
caller's former employer was in prison--perhaps in Kentucky. 
The brother of the caller's former employer said James Earl 
Ray had an extensive network of people who "passed money 
back and forth." ~ 

Collins said the caller would not name the prison,_ ---~ 
the name of the brother or the name of the former employer. 
She suggested that ~e conta~t the FBI office neari$f to him _ 
and report as much 1.nformat1.on as he co[juld. 3_ l{ ,~ b f . .- ~ / f S 

e."'- L(-- ,~ _.., _..,,, RECOMMENDATION : (' ,_ 'O \. - - "" ~. 
~(c~ . .,. . 

None. For information. · · lQ9 @i MJ.\R 11 1977 
™-- ~/ .... ;"-----r: --·--
• - ; /')_··,[7""~-

1 - Mr. Galiagher (){ 
1 - Mr. Mintz 
1 - Mr. D 1 /\ 

a y /\/]:_ __ ;:. 
JDM:jsr · / ( 
(4) CNl\n/ u~ APPROVED: 

Ext. Affairs .............. . 

Director.................... Fin. & Pers ... f•········{/''7 
_A I .- ,l· 

Assoc. Dir................. Gen. Inv ··V'-"l+·"'l:,·'~·~ 
Dep. AD Adm........... !dent ........•.... : .. : ...... .. 

Dep. AD lnv.w~~·tfh.M- lntell. ................... ,:.' .. 
1i., 1, 

Btty U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

t>J,f • , I 
~i\·- r:::l}t 

Legal Coun ........ Ji: 
Plan. & lnsp ............ . 

Rec. Mgt ................ s. 

S. & T. Serv ............ . 

Spec. Inv ................ .. 

Training .................. ., 

FBI/DOJ 
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Transmit the following in 

(Typ,1 in plc1in!ext or code) 

Via AIRTEL A IR MAIL 
(Precedence) 

FROM: (44-1987-SUB M)(P) 

SUBJECT: 

Re Legat, Ottawa airtel to Bureau 2/9/77 captioned 
"JAMES EARL RAY; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM; CR -
OONSPIRACY. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 6 copies of an LHM re­
garding matters referred to in reterenced airtel. 

LHM 
The Bureau is requested to forward a copy 

to Legat, Ottawa, for transmittal to the RCMP. 

(l>{~ 
:i~ 

@- Bureau (Encs. 6) 
2 - Memphis 

BFJ:cjs 
(4) 

~~-
v 

of enclosed 

J) . 
MAR/"· 1971 

C??o- 1/ s/77 
I - C1c ri 
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 

• • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
March 2, 1977 

RE: JAMES EARL RAY; 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

This communication is predicated upon the following: 

By letter dated February 3, 1977, directed to Mr. 
Joseph A. Marion (Jr.), c/o United States Embassy, 100 Welling­
ton Street, Ottawa, Ontario, R.R. L. Ostrum, Inspector, 
Officer in Charge, General Section, Federal Policing Branch, 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), Ottawa, Canada, re­
quested that Mr. Terry Lafferty, Assistant District Attorney 
General, be contacted to determine the present status of 
matters before the courts in respect to James Earl Ray. In­
spector Ostrum made reference to exhibits being held by the 
RCMP relating to this matter. 

On February 24, 1977, Mr. Terry Lafferty, Assistant 
District Attorney General, 15th Judicial Circuit, State of 
Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee, advised there is currently no 
litigation pending in the various courts in the State of 
Tennessee involving James Earl Ray. Mr. Lafferty stated he 
would direct John Carlisle, Chief Investigator, on the 
District Attorney General's Staff to discuss the disposal 
of exhibits being maintained by the RCMP with Mr. Hugh W. 
Stanton, Jr., District Attorney General, 15th Judicial 
Circuit, Memphis. 

On February 28, 1977, John Carlisle, Chief In­
vestigator, 15th Judicial Circuit, State of Tennessee, 
Memphis, Tennessee, advised that Mr. Hugh Stanton, Jr., was 
out of the City of Memphis but would return to his office 
on the morning of March 2, 1977, at which time he will dis­
cuss this matter with Mr. Stanton. 

On March 2, 1977, Hugh W. Stanton, Jr., District 
Attorney General, 15~h Judicial Circuit, State of Tennessee, 
advised that James Earl Ray has exhausted all of his legal 
remedies in the Tennessee State courts and, therefore, there 
is no pending litigation involving him. Mr. Stanton is of 
the opinion that exhibits maintained by the RCMP should be 

,/2:'etained at this time, pointing out that the House Select 
✓ Committee on Assassinations created by the United States 

House of Representatives in 1976 might desire to examine 
these exhibits in the future. 

9 f ' / ! i ·7 I 

l/ 
( 

L/ 
~-/';.' .- ,_) 0 i 
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• •• 
RE: JAMES EARL RAY; MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. - VICTIM 

The appropriate Canadian authorities should also 
consider consulting with the United States Department of 
Justice, Washington, D. C., before disposing of any exhibits 
in this matter. A copy of this communication is being fur­
nished to the United States Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. c., for its information and consideration. 
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TO 

FROM 

S~BJECT: 

'~/ \ 

Cl .u· 

OPTIONAL fORM HO. 10 { , -- ,.,. L. · : ··--
MAY 1962 EDITIO~ 
GSA'tl'MR 141 CFRI 101-11,6 . 

UNITED STATES G RNM:&NT 
' ' 

Memorandum 
Assistant Director DATE: 3/1/77 

Assoc. Dir._ 

Dep, AD Adm,_ 

Dep. AD Inv._ 

Asst. Dir,: 

Gener.al Investigative· Division 

Adm. Serv._ 

Ext. Affairs_ 

Fin,&Pe~ 
Gen. lnv . .w 
ldent, ~'(./ 

~1l' 
Legal Counsel qQJ,;~_'tFJ 

0 )Y" ..1'• ·tl 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Ins pectio11_7 Intel I, __ 

Laboratory_ 

Legal Coun,_ 

Plan, & Eval. _ 

Rec. Mgnt._ 

Spec, Inv, __ 

Training __ 

Telephone Rm._ 

Director Sec'y_ / 

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise of a C~ 
contact by Christopher Nelson, Administrative Assistant to 
Congressman Lester L. Wolff (New York), regarding captioned 
individual. · · 

DETAILS: 

On 2/28/77, Christopher Nelson, Administrative 
Assistant to Congressman Lester L. Wolff (New York), advised 
SA Danny 0. Coulson, Office of Congressional Affairs, Legal 
Counsel Division, that he had re.cently read newspaper articles 
which attributed statements to. Attorney General Griffin Bell . 
concerning the activities of James Earl Ray during his 1 1,4 
fugitive status following the assassination of Dr. Martin __ ;CQr .. ,~ 
Luther King, Jr. The articles indicated an interest in Ray's 
source of income during this period. Nelson advised that he 
recalls that approximately three years ago he had a conversation 
with an individual named Dave Bryant who is currently the 
Metro Edi tor for the newspaper, Cocoa Today,. 308 Forrest Avenue, 
Cocoa Beach, Florida. In this conversation Bryant advised 
him that he has a younger brother who several years ago went 
to the State of Kentucky to reside on a commune. While there, 
he and others were arrested by law enforcement ·officers for 

. growing marijuana on the commune premises . . AccoJqing t9 
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-----------------------------------------------

.. 

Legal Counsel to the Assistant Director 
General Investigative Division 
RE: JAMES EARL RAY; 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Bryant, his younger brother, name unknown, ended up in prison 
with James Earl Ray. While there he became friendly with- Ray 
and allegedly became involved with Ray in a prison narcotics 
enterprise. This younger brother of Bryant allegedly worked 
as a runner for Ray in this undertaking. · 

Nelson advised that there is a possibility that 
James Earl Ray might possibly have been involved in some sort 
of narcotics undertaking while in ·a fugitive status indicating 
the possibilities that the younger brother of Bryant might · 
possibly have some informat'ion concerning this activity. He 
further advised that he does not want to be revealed as a 
s.ource of this information in the event the FBI feels it is 
necessary to contact Dave Bryant to determine the identity 
of his younger brother and to obtain further details regarding 
his association with James Earl Ray. Nelson advised that he 
is certain that Bryant has. told this same story to numerous 
individuals and contact with him would not divulge Nelson's 
identity unless his name was mentioned. · 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That General Investigative Division 
appropriate investigation. · 

Sf!l Rt tr r: c- f' ;t 
,f/7,!!? "Ctt:'t) i t,PA" J' /'$/Ji 

'{r., ••f"/.• ., '1!"' ,j I :{;,;, l" ~?~ li'f,I'' 

t 

APPROVED: 

Director ..... _ _._ 

Assoc. Dir ...............•. 

~:;: :~ ~:v\}ii;a~,•.11 
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was spread 

abroad among black Baptist memberships that there was a bitter split in 

the National Baptist Convention's black clergy and leadership. This bit 

of news came to me while I was a missionary worker in the Concord Bap-­

tist Church, on the corner of War_!'e:p. .Aven'll;e an~ Brookline Street, 
<-:,,(Ji{/,~ /,:;'f-r.<.,k-:fi__: -- · {)/. . .J:~~:.:..-:::::n:e::•:::::s:::• ~e~~~i{!h<l~~& Ba:t:~~ -:hu~ch at the time 

I worked in that church. During my servlce at this ·church the p&stor 

who had been there for ye:..rs died and left the church without a pStstor 

for a year or more. The trustees and deacons would send invitations to 

ministers throughout the United States to come and preach to their con­

gregation. Finally, a student who was studying at the Harvard School 

of Divinity, one Charles Adams, was recommended to Concord Baptist 

Church as a temporary pastor until he received his degree'in theology 

from Harvard University. Charles Adams wias only 26 years of age while 

Concord I s membership was used to and desiJ('ed an older pastor. 
I 

But he ~j 
l 

managed to win the membership in spite of his education and gross ig­

norance on the part of the members;· for the m4mb~r hip cpp~i~-t.e/~, b / t 'i'. 
l!'!l!:'.5 ¥. /,., {7,//~·· -u ~ - Y' --- ..... ) 1-'° y ~-· . 

largely of domestic workers, janitors' and ordin r comili'o£ ~ _"!:X'J4:l 
of people . .,,,. ·") 

£X= 108 -. Rl)Jf f;f. MAR 8 19n 
Charles M'.iams ~ilhome w~as in Detroit, Michigan where he was reared ------in the Hartford Baptist Church, a church which was reported to be the 

biggest Hnumbers racket" church in Detroit, and whose pastor's name 

was Cartel'. 

Adams came into Concord Baptist Church and changed the humble mood of 

, the mempershft: by introducing coffee hours, miniskirts, and popul&r 
I . 

,. I,. •~ 

~·I. r. ~~ys A,~;'m~dr society which he ha.d been acrnustomed to in Detroit. He 

,,!Jj U .(11!f~2i iprUlhed thp.t no one could live perfect and holy. He took par-
··\·].::1c IJ, :. (: 1 ~~~U]SUR~; , /' / tr~f,,J l • ; ~-:;:..--,=~p.-:,.iw"is.iH~--~ 
''- ,:_... ·:. \> ,j .. 1 ... 'j l . (~r.) ·--- __ c1·. /t,:-_· .--. ::\ ____ ... ) -...:\t;:t~~:.~l~~~-:--_;-·.-•r/~:t?(-5\~J~,;~~ 

\·t'.:"i:;)7 ·>:- f~ __ • -- __ _l__~ _ _j__ _ _ -- _ 
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tipular pains in changing the membership from the meek to the proud~ 

After he had seduced and caused many of the young girls to lust after 

and desire him for a husband, he declared from the pulpit one Sunday 

that he was iOi!li to Detroit to marry a girl be knew in Hartford Bap­

tist Church. He said he s.lwa.ys vowed to marry the girl with whom he 

had his first affair. 

So the membership bought him a $3,000 Pontiac car for ta wedding gift 

and gave him $1,500 cash plus his fa.re to, Detroit. Ad~ms had a para­

lyzed mother whom the membership sent to the wedding by air plane. 

After he arrived in Detroit the congregation took up $500.00 more and 

sent it to him. After the marriage he returned to Boston and became 

full-fledged pastor of Concord Baptist Church of 500 members. He was 

the proudest preacher in Boston to come right out of Harvard School 

of Divinity and receive a salary of $500 per month plus all the gifts. 

After he returned to Boston with his wife, Layne Fountaine, he wanted 

a new home in Dorchester which the church willingly bought for him. 
225 

Within a few months he asked the church to give him a $5500/Electra 

Buick. By this time the membership began to wrangle over his ask­

ing for so many gifts and they claimed that they had done enough and 

that they needed to make repairs on the church.. They argued over it 

in their business meetings until they had a hair-pulling and fist 

fight right in the church while he stood in the pulpit watching them. 

This is when I made myself unpopular with himJ I walked up to the 

pulpit and asked him: 11Would you stand here and a.llow your members 

to fight over giving you a. Buick car while they have just given you 

a new $3,000 :Pontiac? You should tell them 'well if you are going 

to fight over buying me another ca.r, I do not want it ! 'n He ignored 

my advice altogether and he finally got th~ majority vote on the 

Buick. I waa, ;utterly ~shruned of Charles Ad.runs that night. 
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.As time rolled on the began to plan how to get more money out 

of the membership by taxing each member $10 on Easter Sunday. 

He would make the congregation and visitors pay for palms on 

fl 
Palm Sunday. I had never heard of such before! I told him so 41· 
too. II 
After a while he began to preach that his members did not care 

for him like Martin Luther King's members cared .for him. He 

said :;You have not bought me a Mohair suit like all the other 

big pre-a.chers throughout the country. It was so pitiful to hear 

one of the poor domestic workers say to him "Revun, we I s goin 

t git you a Mohair.u 

I asked Adams while I sat at a banquet table with him and his 
wife one Sunday afternoon: ;'Man, how can you claim to hold a 
Master's Degree from Harvard University and be content to live 
on the sweay of these poor humble ignorant members? Man, I 
would rather play the horses than to take these poor people's 
money! How can you be content with them ignorant and giving 
you all of their earnings? u He could not answer me on this 
question. 

The time rolled around for the National Baptist Convention to 

meet in a certain city down south, but Adams together with many 

other ministers including Martin Luthe:t> King split from the 

National Baptist Convention and organized the Progressive Bap­

tist Convention which was to be held in Memphis, Tennessee the 

same time. But just a week or two before the convention started 

in Memphis, Charles Adams was invited to run a revival in Martin 

Luther King's church in Atlanta, Georgi.a. But Martin Luther King 

was not in Geor~ia at that time, but was in Memphis arranging for 

a m&rch in that city. 

It appeared .from the tone of Adams' conversation after he returned 

to Boston that certain deacons and trustees of King's church in 

Atlanta were not ples.s~d with King stirring up the white 11 folks 11 
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down there. After visiting Martin Luther King's church, Charles 

Adams appeared guilty for some unknown reason. He turned grimly 

against me, for he said that I was the one who was w&king up his 

membership. As we had always held our Sunday School teachers' 

meetings in Charles Adams Study Room, we were all seated and dis­

cussing the lesson when Adams walked in. He took a sh~rp look at 

me and said nMrs. ·Jones, you are not one of us~ You are not a 

Baptist! You are not of our faith, so I am asking you to leave 

this meeting now." I was very su~prised and disappointed for I 

had done some good work among the membership and I loved some of 

the teachers dearly. But I left the room as he demanded of me. 

When I left and someone closed the door I decided to eavesdrop 

him to see what he was going to tell them further about me. I 

even put my face on the floor to listen to him. 

This is what I heard him tell those teacheI"s: 11 Now I want to tell 

you all this: We, as the Executive Committee of the Progressive 

Baptist Convention are removing Dr. King from leading the marches. 

He is not competent enough to stage the marches. The Committee 

feels that he should not fight the hands that feed us. So we have 

decided to remove him and disqualify him for le-dership. We are 

going to take over the marches ourselves and we will decide when 

and if they should be staged. 1J 

My what a shock! I went home as fast as I could and typed a let­

ter to Benjamin Hooks who was also a member of that Committee and 

/
I saw his name in the church news. 

and I did not know it until later. I wrote Hooks and told him to 

tell Martin Luther King that Adams and h:ls committee were planning 

to oust him from his marches. I did thifl thinking Hooks was a 

f'riend to King, but I found out he was not when·he refused to reply 

to my letter. Hooks was a key f'iguve in the Conventj_on at Memphis. 

1 
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it \ 
.And/was apparent that whosoever controlled the marches would be· 

eligibl.e to control the .donations from all over the country. If 

King collected 3 million dollars all by himse+f it would certainly 

attract men like Adams w40.was so greedy for filthy lucre. 

So, the night i.t was announced over the radio that King was shot 
and died .•.. 
I ran over to the church, for I lived only two bloc~s away, and 

told Ada.ms and his deacons and trustees the news. But! Adams 

never stopped to say he was sorry or anything. He just kept on 

conducting his business· meeting. I tl:lought it was so funny that 

he was not alarmed 

So, when the Boston Post announced an award o:e $5,000 f'or any cue 

leading to the slaying of Martin Luther King, I a.t once went to 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation and told them what I heard 

Adams was plotting against King. When FBI did not investigate 

Adams at all then I felt like everyone else "FBI I s Edgar Hoover 

did not like Martin Luther King at all and the Boston Agency had to 

be in sympathy with Hoover. 

My deductions were: Could Hooks and Hoover have agreed to release 

Raye the killer, Hooks being a judge in the Memphis Courts? ~pd 

could Abernathy and Jesse Jackson have been told to lead King out 

on the porch of that motel to his doom? King was not wanted in 

Memphis by his Progressive Baptist Convention leaders including 

Hooks. And as soon as Jesse Jackson started lea.ding marches like 

King led, Hoover appointed Hooks head of Federal Communications. 

We felt he- did this to curb Jackson if he got too ambitious with 

marches. These are my leadings and impressio,hs. I feel until this 

day that FBI had a right to investigate Charles Adams who was so 

strong in removing King from his office. 

(over) 

/ 
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Finally,· Concord Baptist Church ousted Charles Adams arid he went 

back to Detroit, Michigan where he is pastoi" of the Hartford 

Baptist Church' where the ''numbers racket Tl. 'is reported to be prev­

.- o alent. The former Pastor Carter is reported to have died a few 

Note: .. This may throw a dlifferent light on you_r investigation 

as to who killed King. 
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Note: There have been many fights in those Baptist 

Conventions over money. In Chica.@ they had 

fights with chairs right in the church. The 

Head Minister was L. K. Williams when that 

happened at Olivet Baptist Church. I cannot 

and will never believe that Abernathy was 

a friend of King's. 

__ _j 
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TO Assistant Attorney General 
Civil-Rights Division 

FR0:--1- Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: ASSi~-SSII-..TATION OF I.:rAi:~TIN · L"UTHBR 
CiVIL RIGHTS 

DATE: j'..farch 

I(ING, JR. 

.Reference is made to _____ -_ memorandum da~ed _________ _ 
. (your file __________ ). 

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent---------
dated __________ at __________________ .......,_ __ 

A. D This covers the preliminary investig!3-tion and no further action concerning 
_ a full_ investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

·· B. □ The investigation is· contin.uing and you will be furnished copies of 
· reports as they are received. J 

C. □ The investigatio;1 requested by you ha_s now been completed. Unless 
· advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. D Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will . 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. D Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. 

F. D This is submitted for .your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. -

· . G .. ~ This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. · 

H. D This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.· 

Enc.- 1 Enclosed ~s corresponderice received from Sara F. Wells 
Joneso It is noted Jones is apparently identical to individual 
who has previously written similar letters to the FBI. She was 
interviewed in 1968 at which time she was described by associates 
as chronic co;·npl·ainer w:r10 cJ.aimec1 con°1e1·sations _·with God and ·walked 
b2.refoot in the snow~ :{e:i: lotter is not i)oing•'acknow1ec1ged 2_nd no 
f !.::.1~t11eJ~· ~1c _ti or.t :Ls t~c iI1.~ t t:~:2:~1. t·~:r1JR.(Jf.~f3 J:·0~: u.o~3tr2 cl iJ_y t}1e Dep 2.1·tn1ent. 

FBI/UOJ 
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7\,- _ _ Re Birmingham airtel to Direct.or, 12/15/76; 
-J.,• )~~ __ ., ... /;Memphis; airtel, 12/20/76. 

-.'~' ·--~~. ·i. -:/~··.: . •• "~.\ 

-: -.~~.- ~:·.,. _ · · · ·/~ : • The following is for information: 
....... . :' ... a. 

. . 

-·- ·information ·in refere"Rced Birmingham communication of \/ _ 
' The former Birmingham PC! who furnished the @ 

12/15/76, contacts.; the Birmingham Office telephonically X 
from time to time regarding captioned matter • 

.. .:,, .... 
--,.._. ... • '. 1, 

'i/ : _;/ ·,· · On 3/3/77, he telephonically contacted Birmingham 
;,·~::. · wondering if,. "LIBERTO" had been investigated in New Orleans ~~~· 

;~~~ 
-. . .... , 

'f:~_:-:--.;. - in. the past. He was told that investigation regarding a 
.. _. _:,;;~ .~ 

family of LIBERTOS had been _conducted back in 1968. Source 
·mentioned-that the LIBERTO in New Orleans has a brother '71:/] 
in the produce business in Memphis, .Tennessee, and als~ rZ. 
expressed the thought that "No one can convince me that ~ 
it (the KING assassination) was not a conspiracy." 

.! ·-. 
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-----.,;! ........... 

,,. 

' • <'.·1, ·_.,· 
~!•- .. ·,.. 

Source- advised that h~ had Birmingham Seer.et 

·\w 

ervice check on~ after t~e first teleplro 
established that EVANS was, in fact, with the committee. 

~- 1,..... • ... 

-:-~-\ii' .. ~-· Source expressed his 
:· ~ :- · · ·} · Washington must have furnished -~)~~>·· House Cammi ttee . . ...... * ............. ". .. ·.. .- "\ 

·"-'::--,:•_·,,~ ·.,v . __ . ., ... _.,. 
. :: 
' 

,. 

•, . ' __ ..... 

. : ·-

.• ,. 

_· ·"•·"" 

belief that the 
his information 

,, 
,_ .. _ 41 

FBI in 
to the. 

.,_ .. 
--

.,.. .--r. ◄~ 
,,~·,..;· 

·• .._--

• .. 
4.J.. •J.-,6~_ ... -· 

,:·;...;. ;. . .:.~~ntJ 

• .. 

,. 
·:· .· 
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TO 

FROM 

(., 

0-70 <Rev. 3-2B-°'i2) 
.,.. OPTIONAL FORM NO. l 0 

MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA ~f.,,_., REG.,~:::9• 27 

5010-106 

UNITED ·sT ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Assistant Attorney General 

.Civil Rights Division 
Director, FBI 

• 
DATE: March 3, 1977 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION' OF MARTIN LUTHER YING, 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

J'R. 

Reference is made to _____ memorandum dated __________ _ 
(your file __________ ). 

There. is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent ________ _ 
dated ___________ at _____________________ _ 

A. D This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

B. D The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. • 

C. D The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. 

D. D Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. D Please advise whether you desire any .further investigation. 

F. D This if;l submitted for your information and you will he advised of further 
developments. 

G. [5i! This is submitted for your informa.ti.on and no further investigation will 
be conductecfunless specifically requested by the Department. ti ( 

1 
. r',) <; V ; / _ 

. 7·r--._;;to1.., .-
H. D This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be ~ 

taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. ___,.- ~~l~p)SO 
NOTR.:-'-' 

Enc. 
n '16 '\977 4 \,\P,h .,... 

' . .,,,..._,,,... 
l - Office of '.Professional Responsib:1.lity, u .s.~ ~ 

. . .. 

8 4 MAR 1 8 1977 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

• 
NOTE: On 2/28/77, Christopher Nelsc,n (protect identity as 
set forth below)., Administrative Aaaiistant to Congressman 
Lester L~ Wo1rr (New York), advised that he had recently 
read newspaper articles which attrib~ted statements to 
Attorney Ge~eral Griffin Bell concerning the activities 
of James Earl Ray during his fugitive status following the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The artlcles 
indicated an interest in Ray's sourc,e of income during this 
period. Nelson advised that he recalls that approximately 
three years ago he had a conversatioi:1 with an ind1-v1dual 
named Dave Bryant who is currently the Metro Editor for 
the newspaper, Cocoa Today, 308 Forrt~st .Avenue, Cocoa Beach, 
Florida. In this conversation Bryan1; advised him that he 
has a younger brother who several ye~trs ago went to the 
State of Kentucky to reside on a comn1une. · While there, he 
and others were arrested by law enf'or•cement officers f'or 
growing marijuana. on the commune premises. According to 
Bryant, his younger brot:i,er, name unl-cno~-n, ended up in 

· prison with James Earl Ra.yo While there he became friendly 
with Ray and allegedly became involved with Ray in a prison 
narootics enterprise. This younger . b:rother of Bryant 
allegedly worked as a runner for Ray .in this undertaking. 

Nelson advised that there :!a ia. possibility that 
·James Earl Ray might possibly have baE,n involved in some 
so:i:-t of narcotics undertaking while :b1 a fugitive status 
indicating the possibilities that the younger brother of 
Bryant might possibly have some inf'ormation concerning this 
act:tvityo He further advised that he does not want to be 
revealed as a source of this information ir; the event the 
FBI feels it is necessary to contact tiave Bryant to determine 
·the identity or his younger brothe:r-i and ·to obtain further 
details regarding his association. with J'arnes Earl Ray. 
Nelson advised that he is certain that Bryant has told this 
same story to numerous individuals and contact with him 
would not .d:tvulge Nelson's identity unless his name was 
mentioned~ 

In view or the previous 1nvest:Lgat1on conducted 
concerning interviews of former inma.tefi of James Earl Ray, 
who furnished information regarding Ray's use and sale of 
drugs , and in view of the recent report; by the Office of 
P1--ofessional Responsibility, no furthe:t~ investigation is 
being conducted conce1'"ning the above u:r11less apec1f'1cally 
requested by the Department. 

-2-
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FBI 

Date: 3/4/77 

Transmit the following in -----------------------------< 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_IR_T_E_L ___ _ 
(Precedence) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
To: Director, FBI (44-38861) ATTENTION: 

From: ~ARLOTTE 

Subj~ct:~} 

(44-1365) 

[X] GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 
ti(] CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
□ CRIMINAL SECTION 

D INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

K] CR DEL ODIH D CRA-64 
OPA OPE OPF OE 

ODAMV D DAMV-FR OCAA 
OAP OIWFC OCWAA 

OEID D Bomb Threats O Extremist Matters 
D White Hate D Black 

Summary of Complaint: 

OF!~ 

Re Bureau airtel dated 2/1/77. 

ALLEN RAY HALL interviewed regarding his allegations 
as to the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. HALL 
contended North Carolina Central Prison Officers were familiar 
with JAMES EARL RAY. Prison officials deny HAI.L's allegations. 

I·- ~te4 //,S, }),J: 
I -- tJfJI:' u;, 1J -,-

--1 J1' ,1r. ~~ ~p 
INDICES: □ Negative/ i:1 See Sfij1~ //A.JI-/- jclJ ,;o 

AcTmN: uA~_'fi\t\.~s\'1 ~, REC-62 , 1, 11 ~;;~-- J , 1 t.o· / cj I) 
Bureau ( Enc 8 • ~ o further action being taken and '"f 'l .,.. 0 ~ i V' / ·""' , 
Mem his(44-l9801XJ LHM enclosed □ Copy t;!,; □ USA __ 

( E p 2) D FD-376 (Enc. to LHM) ci~~ 

2 _ Chncls. tt D LHM being submitted D ATfi' t! __ 
ar O e R b . b . d 11!!1.w• (l _ 44_3093 ) D _e~ort ~rng s~ m1_tte . . &ilifJ [YJAR-9-'r'g7] 

LHM. 0 Prehmrnary mvestigat10n mstituted 
( 
7

) • paa D Limited investigation instituted 
. D Investigation continuing 

Approved: -----,F--------- Sent ______ M 

8 4 M/.1R 2 3 19771 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-365 (Rev. 11-27-74) ~· • 
FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ------------:=-----~-------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_T_E_L ___ _ 
(Precedence) I 

-------------------------------------------------L-------
To: · AT'TENTION: 

E] GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 
"'" 0 CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 

From: SAC, D CRIMINAL SECTION 
D INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

Kl CR DEL ODIH 0 CRA-64 
OPA OPE OPF OE 

ODAMV D DAMV-FR OCAA 
OAP OIWFC OCWAA OFI 

OEID D Bomb Threats O Extremist Matters 

Summary of Complaint: 
D White Hate D Black 

t~ »u:e~a.u a::t ,:tel <:1il:t..e<1. 2/t/1t. 
_ Af_,,,tUl 'f;l(!l HMk i~t-etviev~ '.f{(~ga:~~1i:rtf£ -~$ clleg~t:io:.~a 

as t:Oc th,e. ti!»tJ~siti~iit:ton of v.i~.ii 'Hk'~lt?'li:J LUl11En Kl:UG. Htl.L 
<:.rintet.,d1.;-.✓.l No'leth . Cat10lit1a. Ces:1:tl.:"-il P1ri ®t!l ·Ci:fi.c:~t.!3 . {;et-:e fnrn11 im.r' 
w1 th J ,,i.J:res '£¼'5¢11, tl,:\'Y.. lith.tq\4 9.ffi-c.tr.'il. !} deny HALL t $' a! l t1:11;at1.~l'.t$ .. 

INDICES: 0 Negative 

ACTION: UACB: 

D See Summary 

Dt1r.e.ni.t(R~eJJ", C5 ~o further action being taken and 
t,f~r•ld. c {l+fJ:. ... 1 no~ LHM enclosed '{n:tff,t.,...,, 2) -. •. . D FD-376 (Enc. to LHM) 

D Copy to: D USA 
D Secret Service ___ , 

_t,., __ ... Cf,;1_-,.~to· .. ,1,.;,.~ D LHM be_ing submitted tt-· .,,.....,..,..~>'--4'--- ,t,~~ 
(l .., l,./w-... 3093) D Report being submitted 

I,,.1.RhDnl.'l D P7e~imin~ry investigation instituted 
f'"1) / · · D L1m1ted rnvestigation instituted 
~ 1 

· D Investigation continuing 

OATF 

Approved: Sent _______ M Per _______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 

• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OJF' JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
March L~, 1977 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

On January 27, 1977, ALLEN RAY HALL, an inmate 
of North Carolina Central Prison, wrote a letter to Mr. DAN 
RINZEL, United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights 
Division, making certain allegations regarding the 
assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING., On February 4, 
1977, ALLEN RAY HALL was interviewed at the New Hanover 
County Jail, Wilmington, North Carolina, by Special Agents 
of the FBI and furnished the following information: 

During a period of racial unr1~st in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, in 1971, ALLEN RAY HALL testified as a state 
witness against a group of defendants known as the "Wilmington 
Ten" in which the subjects were convict1~d and sentenced to 
varying prison terms. HALL has now recanted his testimony in 
that trial in 1972 and has been reinte~viewed on several 
occasions by Special Agents of the FBI :in which he has given 
conflicting stories as to his participation in the racial 
unrest in Wilmington, North Carolina, as well as allegations 
against law enforcement officers who interviewed him at the 
time .of the 11Wilmington Ten" trial. 

During the interview on February 4, 1977, HALL 
stated that during the period of racial unrest in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, in 1971, he had been interviewed by Special 
Agent BILL WALDEN, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 
He stated that at the time of his conve'.rsation with WALDEN, 
they also discussed the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING and 
WALDEN drew him a map indicating how Dr. KING was killed and 
where everyone was standing at the ti~e of Dr. KING's assassination. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMM:ENDATIONS 
NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY 
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; IT 
AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED 
OUTSIDE YOUR AGENCY. 
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JAMES EARL RAY 

HALL stated that he was later confined at 
Central Prison, Raleigh, North Carolina, awaiting trial 
at Wilmington,_ North Carolina. He stated that while at 
Central Prison, he was interviewed on several occasions by 
North Carolina Central Prison Superintendent of Transportation, 
STEPHEN ALBERT BERRY, and HALL alleged that BERRY apparently 
found out about the sketch which had be,en given to him by 
Special Agent BILL WALDEN of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms Division, and that BERRY came to his cell at 
Central Prison and requested that HALL give him the sketch. 
HALL stated he told BERRY he did not hmre the sketch and 
then BERRY searched his cell and found it. According to HALL, 
BERRY then stated that JAMES EARL RAY had been gotten out 
of the country, and the same method could be used to get him 
(HALL) out of the country. From this statement, HALL alleged 
that he assumed BERRY had some knowledg1:! of the KING murder, 
and believed that BERRY might be somehow involved in the murder. 

HALL further stated that,during an interview on 
February 9 ,. 1977, that North Carolina CE:mtral Prison Superintendent 
of Transportation, STEPHEN ALBERT BERRY, told him that he, BERRY, 
was a member of the Ku Klux Klan and thE~Y, BERRY and other 
prison officials, would help him the same way "they" helped 
JAMES EARL RAY when he killed MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

STEPHEN ALBERT BERRY on interview on February 8, 1977, 
stated his job at Central Prison is to review all grievances 
filed by the inmates at Central Prison. BERRY stated that HALL's 
most recent incarceration at Central Prison was on December 7, 
1976. BERRY stated that he estimates HALL has filed between 
ten and fifteen grievances since the above date which referred 
to alleged threats or mistreatment against him, and these 
grievances have been investigated and have failed to substantiate 
that HALL was ever threatened or mistreated. BERRY stated HALL 
has accused him of being a member of thei Ku Klux Klan and also 
alleged that BERRY said that when Dr. KING was killed, they did 
not get the right man and that it would be the same way with him; 
they would have him killed and put the blame on a white inmate 
at Central Prison. 

HALL's most recent allegation at North Central Prison 
is that attempts are being made on his life by putting razor 
blades in his prison food. 
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• • UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

In Reply, Plecne Refer to 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
March 4, 1977 File No. · 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

On January 27, 1977, ALLEN RAY HALL, an inmate 
of North Carolina Central Prison, wrote a letter to Mr. DAi.~ 
RINZEL, United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights 
Division, making certain allegations regarding the 
assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. On February 4, 
1977, ALLEN RAY HALL was interviewed at the New Hanover 
County Jail, Wilmington, North Carolina, by Special Agents 
of the FBI and furnished the following information: 

During a period of racial unrest in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, in 1971, ALLEN RAY HALL testified as a state 
witness against a group of defendants knm,m as the "Wilmington 
Ten" in which the subjects were convicted and sentenced to 
varying prison terms. HALL has now rec:anted his testimony in 
that trial in 1972 and has been reinterviewed on several 
occasions by Special Agents of the FBI in which he has given 
conflicting stories as to his participation in the racial 
unrest in Wilmington, North Carolina, as well as allegations 
against law enforcement officers who interviewed him at the 
time of the "Wilmington Ten 11 trial. 

· During the interview on February 4, 1977, HALL 
stated that during the period of racial unrest in Vlilmington, 
North Carolina, in 1971, he had been interviewed by Special 
Agent BILL Y'7ALDEN, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 
He stated that at the time of his conversation ,;vith WALDEN, 
they also discussed the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING and 
WALDEN drew him a map indicating how Dr. KING was killed and 
where everyone was standing at the time of Dr. KING's assassination~ 

THIS DOCill1ENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY 
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; IT. 
AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED 
OUTSIDE YOUR AGENCY. 
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~ .. : . .. 
. JAMES EARL RAY \ .. 

HALL stated that he was later confined at 
Central Prison, Raleigh, North Carolina, awaiting trial 
at Wilmington, North Carolina. He stated that while at 
Central Prison, he was interviewed on several occasions by 
North Carolina Central Prison Superintendent of Transportation, 
STEPHEN ALBERT BERRY, and HALL alleged that BERRY apparently 

·found out about the sketch which had been given to him by 
Special Agent BILL WALDEN of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Fireanns Division, and that BERRY came to his cell at 
Central Prison and requested that HALL give him the sketch. 
HALL stated he told BERRY he did not have the sketch and 
then BERRY searched his cell and found it. According to HALL, 
BERRY then stated that JA.MES EARL RAY had been gotten out 
of the country, and the same method could be used to get him 
(HALL) out of the country. From this statement, HALL alleged 
that he assumed BERRY had some knowledge of the KING murder, 
and believed that BERRY might be somehow involved in the murder. 

HALL further stated that1 dur:tng an interview on 
February 9 ,- 1977, that North Carolina Central Prison Superintendent 
of Transportation, STEPHEN ALBERT BERRY, told him that he, BERRY, 
was a member of the Ku Klux Klan and they, BERRY and other 
prison officials, would help him the same ;,.;;ay 11thei1 helped 
JAMES EARL RAY when he killed MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

STEPHEN ALBERT BERRY on interview on February 8, 1977, 
stated his job at Central Prison is to review all grievances 
filed by the inmates at Central Prison. BERRY stated that HALL's 
most recent incarceration at Central Prison was on December 7, 
1976. BERRY stated that he estimates HALL has filed between 
ten and fifteen grievances since the above date which referred 
to alleged threats or mistreatment against him, and these 
grievances have been investigated and have failed to substantiate 
that HALL was ever threatened or mistreiated. BERRY stated HALL 
has accused him of being a member of the Ku Klux Klan and also 
alleged that BERRY said that when Dr. KING was killed, they did 
not get the right man and that it would be the same way tvith him; 
they would have him killed and put the blame on a white inmate 
at Central Prison. 

HALL's most recent allegation at North Central Prison 
is that attempts are being made on his life by putting razor 
blades in his prison food. 

2 .... .. 
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In Reply, Please Refer ro 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
March 4, 1977 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

On January 27, 1977, ALLEN RAY HALL, an inmate 
of North Carolina Central Prison, ·wrote. a letter to Mr. DAJ'il 
RINZEL, United States Department of Justice, Civil Rights 
Division, making certain allegations regarding the 
assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. On February 4, 
1977, ALLEN RAY HALL was interviewed at the New Hanover 
County Jail, Wilmington, North Carolina, by Special Agents 
of the FBI and furnished the following information: 

During a period of racial unrest in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, in 1971, ALLEN RAY HALL testified as a state 
witness against a group of defendants known as the "Wilmington 
Ten" in which the subjects were convicted and sentenced to 
varying prison terms. HALL has now recanted his testimony in 
that trial in 1972 and has been reinterviewed on several 
occasions by Special Agents of the FBI in which he has given 
conflicting stories as to his participation in the racial 
unrest in Wilmington, North Carolina, as well as allegations 
against law enforcement officers who interviewed him at the 
time of the "Wilmington Ten" trial. 

During the interview on February Li., 1977, HALL 
stated that during the period of racial unrest in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, in 1971, he had been interviewed by Special 
Agent BILL 'i'7ALDEN, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 
He stated that at the time of his conversation ,11ith l-JALDEN, 
they also discussed the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING and 
WALDEN.drew him a map indicating how Dr. KING was killed and 
where everyone was standing at the time of Dr. KING's assassination~ 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY 
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; IT 
AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED 
OUTSIDE YOUR AGENCY. 
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