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I 

D Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bldg. 
D Ser . e Unit, 4654 JEH-FBI Bldt 
D orward to File Review · 1 

1 Attentio 

I 
Type of Search Requested: \ 

D Restricted Search. Not Applied 
~ference (Subversive & Non1subversive) /cJ 8-~b~~;sive Search I 
□ Nonsubversive Search I 
D Main Referenc~s Only 

Speci~structions: \ 
~estricted to Locality of __ 15)\1.......?..-'-'1 ~C)=<--­

D Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
[pJ Buildup 0 D Variations 

~~~~?~ 
Subject ~ 

Birthdate & Place \_,,_Y\JD-'--'=-'------'-----­
Address -----------~---

Localities -----------'------

R# ____ Date '\-'J..S 
Prod. --------

· Sedrcher 
Initials ~ 
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Records Branch 

I 

0 Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-F1IBI Bldg. 
0 Service Unit, 4654 JEH-FBI Bldg. 
□ Forward to File Revie \ 
D Attention cl. \ 
D Return to I ~ 

Supervisor Ropm Ext. 

Type of Search Requested: I 
Q ~~.~d Search Not Applied 

~Kererence (Subversive & Nonsµbversive) 
D Subversive Search 
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D Main _______ References Only 
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0 Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
~uildup ~ariations 

_.D,9,, \)g~b~'-V~I 
Subject ------+~-~--"~c:...--------+I ___ _ 

B irthdate & Place -'-----=--~'---.:e:u===---')-------'·\ ___ _ 
Address ____________ .,...I ___ _ 

I 
Localities-------------'--! __ _ 

~ Seard
1
her 

~-~ er R# ____ Date---------"'~·;;,.....__ Initials~ 

Prod. \ 
FILE NUMBER ~ERIAL 
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Diop. AD Adm. __ SL0005 1161950 
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Adm. Serv. /1 
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P 261945Z APR 78 

{)t--{ 
. Hl:CEIVED 
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Intel!. 
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Legal Coun. OF n;v.·s flGATION 

COMMUNICAi'loJllS SECTION Plan. & lnsp.-----
C Rec. Mgnt. 

Tech. Servs. So FM ;J'• LOUIS (44-775) 

~)~DIRECTOR PRIORITY 
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--Training 
Public Affs. Off. 

Telephone Rm. -
Directofll,S Sec'y __ 

,_ 

BuREAU PRIORITY FACSIMILE APRIL 25, 1978, AND BUREAU TEL 

CALLS TO ST. LOUIS APRIL 26, 1978. 

ST. LOUIS REVIEW OF CAPTIONED FILE, ELSUR INDICES AND ELSUR 

FILES ALL NEGATIVE FOR ANY RECORD OR INFORMATION INDICATING THAT 

FBI ENTERED OR INSTALLED SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT ON THE RESIDENCE 

PAST OR PRESENT OR THE BUSINESS (GRAPEVINE TAVERN) OF CAROL AND 

ALBERT PEPPER. ELSUR INDICES AND ELSUR FILES REVIEWED BY NAME, 

# 
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REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

• .ITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorari'OUm 
· .. 

Letter from Mr. Albert Pepper , 
~GO~!' 

I 

. I 
Thomas J. Biamonte, Inspector-Deputy 

Assistant Directbr i 
Office of Professional Responsib~lity _,,,, 

. I 0 Federal Bureau of Investigation I ~-

\ 'n·~•~v-~(,c.\w,~ 

This is in reference to the at :e·heei-r~ of 
Albert Pepper dated March 12, 1978. As you can see from 
his letter, Mr. Pepper requests ~hether the FBI ever 
illeg~lly entered his home or other properties and 
installed a microphone surveillartce. 

! 

We are referring this ma~ter to your Office for 
appropriate inquiry. Please adv~se us of your findings [lle ;~n if Lo:· PePper. 

Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Counsel 1 

Office of Professional Responsibility 
\ 

pc,_,,/ 

J _,. ENCLOSURE 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on tn,e Payroll Savings Plan 
I * U.S. Qowrnmont Printing Office: 1977-241-530/3474 

OPTIONAL FORM NO: ,10 · . 
(REV, 7-76) 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
5010-112 
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. ~-}lr:.o: . Bru'1:J amin Ci. vil et ti 

Asst •. Atty. Gen •. 

U.S.. Dep0t -O~f- ~usti.c;e. 

Wa·smng,:to n,. D •. C:. 20 530 • 

Dear S:tr·::. 

I 

r unders,tarud your off:ic:e. i.s; :Lnt.v.estigating 
I 

Bureau. of, In:v.estiga:tion:.. I 
I • 

I 

RECEIVt:.O 

MAR 201978 

bre0ak-ins; by the Federal. 

Thar.e has b:een: a· :QU.bli.shed report,. a4,d oither in:format:io.n, that th.e, 

F.B.I. committed some tyP.e o:f·fens.e: a~ d:esc:d.:hed i.n th.e em:c:losure:t'. a. 

col:umn b;y columnist,.. Jiaek. Anderson.. \ 
I 
I 

I would appr.eci:at.e i.t. very musb.t if y,:qu could. t.ell me whether. th.ere ia 

any substance, to- lilr •. Anderson:• s. alU..e.Ja,tion. about the F.B.I .. 
. : 

I 1.i..v:e inr th.e St .. Louis:,, Missouri.,, a7ea. s.0. tfue r.eco-rds, if any,. may be 

RECE\VED 
located :E.n the St .•. ,Lou.i..s F.B~-I. field offi.ce •. 

; Slllcerely: Al h~eppe~ 

(J ll «_, _l /)/,I()/}///~ 52.3 ~!:~~jk-<1,@e., , 
MAR 2 81978 ll,l-f¥1Z' f.L,;--ur - - Lemay,, Mb;. 63 li25. 

t ~-;.:.""~ 7i-;...~"i,--4 - • - - --=-,:::;;::~· -

PUBLIC INTEGRITY SECTION 
t 
I 
I 

Note,, if.· in fac.t th.e F .. B • .I.. or OJth.e.r ~ov:erlO!men t agencies di:.d 11O:t 
I . -------

illegally entered·. or. installed som:.e tnie: surveillanc:e; 
I 

equi:.pmen.t threrein (my h.om.e) ,. could r\ re:c.eiv..e from tfue 
I 

gpvernrmen,t. some type sworn affidavit 

matter c.an b.e, dispo.se:d o:-f' ? 

to that. effect so the 
j 

I 

P.S •.. 

I 

I 
I 

! 
I 

i 
i 

I understand i.n swQ,rn testimony ~n. U .s. Dis •. ct. 

Chattanooga,. Tenn.,, in 1964, in. ~he Roffa:t jury tampering 

F. B •. I. special ag_en.t, Charles· Bo~z., testified the: F • B.I .. 

files "reco.:1rded trans:cripts.· or. b~th of all conve.rsa:tions 

which. the fecl.eral . ag_el!lcj/:\b:;gfi1·:~fit~gally" • 
I-·-·--·•---"-
1 

F{ECEIVED · 

MAR 3 11978 

tr:Ual,. 

Office of 
Profossiana1 Respcmsibility 
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~-: :-·C";''-(••~'..' ., :.:.--. ···.·-~~--;_:~·.· . -•~_--·: :_._··:;·:. ·_i:i\:~·._•·.- ,_-_ :-•_._·_, •.••·_._.:_,Iii.- ;-._ :.' . 
. :·~--..~·· _- ,·:• -:_ . . : ' - <-

'fl R. U T?- · c· 0 P'"Y · ;-·· _ _.~ :. ·;_: :·: · ... , .. -- ..... ,J-;-' . 
• ; . . . -. ~ ,:'.. . . . ., r .. 

· F.BI AIMED · AtJ.' · .Ri"\:V S Kit-1 
.... , <·::· :·_ . >•:. _'~ :··_-i.'i-· <. '·:.' 

,'-13Y:. ,;jACI< 1:\NpBRSO!t AND·: J:.:E;S WHI'.I'TEN . ._ . 
. · \ -/·. ·~- . l . . . . :.. ... -:• . 

. , .. , •. . . . . : .:.\;.:_J '. ::--·</~_ ::,· .. -- -:::-·· ::· .. < ' ,; 
· W.P,.SHINGTOL'l -~ _ ·The .. )'13 I , ;._wJ:if c,fi: U:s~c1,_ -:el~g::r9nic:: s~ulduggery· . in: an . 

. ·_ effort to ·. d_1:scredit '.}>~art.i_n Luther King 1 .' .Jr a 1 . . 

:tr·i~d to employ s_imilar·::tllegal ·-taqt.ics, to catch_. his killei .. ·. ·., 
. :,· ::-. _· < .' ... _ :- . ,.··: ·::':· ',;'. :·. , .... :. -.·.•-1- ·:· , ... -·: . . - ., ,, -. 
-.,Long':buriet.9: J?B;r--·:.do¢ument;s '.-,1:-e1real -that 'then~Diredtor'· .­

J/_ r.ro'.J~. Ho?~,e~:-. P,~ts<:>n?il~y. tl,~prqv~,l • ~~:-breaI;-i~ -~nd. _i1_1egal ·. _ 
electronic ougg1.11,g ·a:i.ntpd·:. at : innocent i relat,ives· of ·1.James Earl 
R~y-; . ,~}?.o. )ms. lab::~,;- ·co;nyictec;1- o'f"" kiJ,lfng. :King~- · 

' -~ ·.:·· . ~: ·_ . -, ' - : ', --·--:' :_ :•_.:- ·,__ --~~---. :· :---·- .. -._:;,.·· -._ -:·-·- ·':· . 

. < . _ ; 0
•• ,-.·: _ -F'.or _y~ars t: .-~1oov_er· had'-'_:c:ond\1,ct:ed·· .. a. vicious ,_s:n1ear carilpaign .. ·. 

--agaiHst King·~ · ·,:rhe .:F.BI_ pedd.lcd ~nfald.:ctons: ·arit,.i~King -·s·tories. to, .· · . ,. 
_ _.the· pr,¢s~- antfJ'ia·d::'senf · doctoretl ·,,tap~;'$ con·cerning Kirig_' ~- .p_ersonal .. _: · · 
life:" -:to his wi·f€;i: . -When Kina was slain in 1968, whispers · about . - .. .,, . I . 
possible -FBI invol v~mcn t·- put Hoover under· great: pre_ssur.e to · _ 

_ .find ·_t~t:·---~ss~~si~.\>_:·:-.~_:;·.t_:•':':., .. ' :/.·.·. __ ::i:-_/: ._ · 1:::_. i-,_, - .- . ·.' : - - . _ 

... --:: .·:-: .. vij1i--l'etl~c:i:'.e"?i!:.atj-ents,wete.l)bt._ on Rayrs -~rai-lr:··a:· ._,_. 
May' 10:r,'1968 ,.· ~erllo,: ,prepar;ed.for bqp jHoove;t•·_-aide __ ;;I .",.p. f,1ohr, 

·. out].ined.·e1&borate illegal p.:lan.sr t6 eatc;p the ·inurderer. · . 
_: • t_.J. ·•:·"-·.- :~. ~. ,.~._ ... _·: •• ~ .. r·•---·~.·-.:-:· ~ :·:.-·~- ;·~· -~:--~~ l>: ··. --~---·- ·_. _: - :::··_. - _. ··: · 

. AS PART '6i' ":tht{. overcill·. '.ifives'.tigation ,. 6odet:.narned. . . 
~;:• ,:- • • • • ,,/ ' • • • • • r,, ' • , C"" • J • ,• • • • • • ,, • •'. ,• • 

MUru<IN -. an· acronym •for: ·Itrµ.rder· and· :King. -- a: mem.o -wasv:written .. -- _· · 
which, declared~-:-, •1corisiderat'ion: ·1s •given ·to microphone ·111stal'la- . 

. "tiqris' on certairi ·propertie_s- ·of .Albert and :carol Pepper t ll-_ th?.' . . 
. . .• , .- . . . . . . . . 1 . . .. .. . . • 

-. ·.brother-in~law .and' S~f?t~r of ~ram~s _E~rl ·Ray •..... · .-: •- . · - _ · 
. ,;:.· .- . I . 

. . :-_ .·· . : :,,ifhe 'px:opo~a.1 / . oautJ:02j~d\lhe' mer.to·~-- l'\~aipJ~_s a_ que~_ti?n 
concerrd.:r:i.g. _. the • legali ty_:·of .-any• action · taki::1.rr- _a,ga1~1st - the: ·subJ ,ac_:c 

•.of· this case on .tho. basis:of ·inf9rmat:ion-.o'btainea ·.from- the - ·• -
· micioph9nes~Y1 . ·. If Ray': czj.lled ._th~- :Pep~re;rs ·and ·the pugged ·,conver~:­

sntiop.$· were used to. arr?s·i: '.him~ the !rn.e~o , said, · .. Ray · n .. then cquld 
clai:m that the surveillp.i1ce ·v~olated \his_ r;ight oLprivacy. !I. 
'.i.1his· coµld ·prejudice.·th~--qourt case_,c}gainst .him.. , . -._ - · .. - -l . :.· . - ·, -. 

• • ~ I ' 
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· .- : . - - . riut":_if. ce~t~-iin. precatitions '\.rere take11·~ .. t-h~ memo 
continued/ S!tl1e worst that could happen'L- is,-that-the·arrest _ 
could· be.declared· iilegal. Using·tortured logic, tbe.doo.ument· 
insisted- that Ray ·could_ still be ,co*v,tcted _¢te13ptte_·f11e FBI'; . 

. ·_1awb:i:eaking. : · ·· · ·· · · \: · · · 
l ._ 

. . . , .. ·. . ·, . ; . ,; I. . . : . :.- .. ·, ... 

. , ___ 'I!he: FDI .p~otter:l ·bluntly<adrµ.itted t;hc1t., the_ whole . 
. sc_heme;_·was tl,,"lCOn~t_itutiorial an.d:·a .U,#.eph1iic.c;-l violati_bnn ·of '.the 

·law.· · r:ne aware,'' the:,. memo- warned.1 'rthat since the ssarch- and . ' , . , . . ... . "·I . . .. ·- ·• . _,. .. 
seizure i;i uncohstitu.tlonal. as to t:q.e Peppe;t;s ~ _the'y li:ave at 
least a _ t.h,jQret'ica+ · cause , of _ aqtion ·:-for daniages against . those 

-who installed the .. }bugging) :clevic~is iby-- tr.e_spass •. '•,: .. -1!.:I\r.espass 11 

-i~--FBI }_ingo for. a preak-iii".. . 1 
· .• _ ~- . ,, · -· • -

_, 1 
. . . .:. ·'--" !.- . ,• . .. . . '. . . 

. . _ . We have be~n t1nablf::l to ·det:ern:,ine whether: tp.e FBI i:.\c:tua;t.1,y: 
bugg·.:.1d · or ):iurglarized· the· ·PE;ppers l lfome. . If?.deed. · ·assassinations 

_ export Harold· weisberg has_ develop0cL evidenQe. indicating.· the. · · .· 
Jtist,ice Department -ve.toec. '.the plan.-•' -But ·fnsi<}e_ source$_· ineist 
the. FBI_ did· ;use dubious and · possibl~ illegal -n'ieans to. capture , ·. 
Ray.,::who lat'3_r ·pl.eaded gui-lty·-t.9··mm;il.er'i11g K.:j.ng· and· ·we;is ·_ .· 
· S6lltence~1 tO 9_9 yqar,s· ,in. _prison/. I ' .'· . . ,· • . ' 

:_. . ·. . . . . ;_ . ' . . . ' .- . . , -:· . .' l. ' 
_ ri'he FBI_ he;ts ,a9knowledged )::hat abuses qccurred in the_ . 

pa:st .... ·, Sine~ ·_.-1~7.3, hqwcyer, · ttle p.res0nt di_re~tor.,, Clare.nee Kelleys 
has ··11alte"tl most ·o-f these Practices-. ~,·tic-.~ were 'unable to '·reach the 

. Peppers·. · · · · · ,., · · · · · ' !·. . · · 

I !·. . ., .. , 

·- '· 

~ 
·'r R U.. E .. C ··o p V ., . ~-' ,.,_ J ·_. 

,: 
I. 

. J. 

'., ' 
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~--GOVU...,~-, 
Mr. Michael E,; Shaheen;.- Jr; 
Counselr Office of Professional· 

Responsibi:j.ity 
Director 1 F~J 

LET1I'ER FROM t1R o · A.'LBE1tT PEPPER: 

. ' 

·Reference is made 

I: 
. r· .. 
I .. 
I. 

1. 
I -

•• 
1_ - J:1r . Moore 
1 - Mr ._-Ingram 
1 - Mr~ Peelman 

April 2·8, 197 8 

.. 
1· - Mr. m~lterhof f 
1 Mr . 
1 Mr. 

Bas.sett 
Mintz 

1 - Mr~-· Coulson 
1 ... Mr. ·Colwe,11 (Attn: 

I ' ' 
' - M Bi 

·, ..... Jl ... pril 14 ,. 1~7.8, wherein you 
to your 1:hemorandui11 dated 
reques~ed to be advise~} . - _,,.,.,v __ 

of our findings concerning a' lette~ you r.eceiveq from , 

the FBI ever 11.1.egally entered his i peme or other /_ 
properties .and installed a~mic,op~~f~·surveillanc~o . · 

. , V , I . - . 
A review of our 1,J.URK ... file 44-38861 (the 

·c;ivil rights assassination:·invest.:i..gative file), ·shows that 
by a lettE!r dated ·May 13 r 1968 r to- ithe· Attorney Geperal 
captioned ;;Assassination of Mart.:)..n IJ ... uth.er King r Jr a, n '!;:he ... 
Director o:E the FBI advised that- e1H:1:;n,sive ~nvest:igE}tion . 
had ;been conducted -concerni11g· James· Ea.rl Ray and no infoJ?ma-•. 
ti011,,J1ad _:~een developed indica~cing !h!i.s present wh;:3reabouts. 
Thi::{~.:-tet:b~r pointed out that in order . to· possib_ly ass;ist 

1in- loqati'.ng and appre];len:ding 1~2!-Y', that it would be o.:!: 05::··~::-) 
-~~t.r<::ime y~]..tie -t:o know if.· Ray had 1n~de ariy contact, either ~ 

:~: ;/B.¢r,sonal~y: o_r by telephone,. wi t:~1 p.:iJ.s sister, earol Pepper, _ . 
';_;f~~:--we1J. a~-;:his brother, John Larry'jRay. The Direct.or ·: · 
~\~::~-!~~~et~:i;-e -{~gu:'sted ·in ~h~s lettei· 

1
that t~e .Atto:i,:-1;ey G{:meral 

'c) -aut11ortL-ze the installation of an e].ectron.1.c surveillance 
•oit;•~ch6:i::-es~ence of Ca:tql .1;3epper. {nia;e:eied· to Alber:t: -~epper 
. · , ...-. • r.-1 - · • · . • l • • • . 
. and res"J.:.d~rig at 2025 Bellevi·ey;r r. St.

1 
Lrn.;1-1s 1 Missou,r1. r. . _ 

. telephone p.umber 645-:2Q48) ,. 911. the \J'.."8SJ.denc_e of J_ol:m Larry 
Ray a~d at .~:the Grapevipe Tav~rn c19is2 _Arsenal I' st. Louis u 

Missotfr:i; '#elephone PR6---9417) .r mme4. by Carol Pepper· arid 
operat~4 •.J.~y,.·_John Larry· Ray.·. The·.D~rector advised that 
these 

1 

ins'.l::.~1iEaj:ioi1s coti.ld. ~Sl3ist iri i:;:he early appr-eh,ension 
of B,ay:r whic~·, ;~o~i~? poss±b_:ty be, in~tfUlll<:nt~1- in r.<f?'P.-fi~g the 

. stresses 'and,;:_tens:i.·o:ns p,laced.,,on our- ncJ,tional SE:~U}.z!-'ty . 
Assoc Dir ~ t •· t" d .,_, f -~ • • --1 .1.h ;;r • <".,-, · ~ l 
g:::~~~-~:~-5.u sVe4u~n ~0;:~ ne. eal-n o_= 1,1artgf __ 1114~E~~ t;1~1~r:;3_~fr)~ 1 ~:~~ a 

Asst, Dir.. . ., . ,. . '-A~r- r 1-.. · ,\rll"C•' MAY 16 7··1'1 · 
Adm.Servs. ~.~ ·,, _·.- "':·, ,_:.,\'.~a:r _J .19.~ ' 
Crim~ Inv.__ /_ · (. \., '. _ i ·.1• ·/'t .. ) ~ :1 
ldent. -H~ij:l:,cl,m :(1: , E PA!GE 4 ••• ,~:fo'·'\,·:{'·,.\<:;,:·· -aaiie.-::n; 11111 ,-
ltll ~ __ 1 ,· '• ' ',,.•. \ ,,, \::, ,.,., --.. ----~" 

~o:o;a,o,y __ ·. \~'f-{ · ·; rf}JA 'f0. MAILED 7 . . · . '>)' 

Legal Coun. __ ¥' f,' - · · 

:~:~-M~~~ .. P-~ Y! .... _.-,irAvig•--._ .. _ -- ; \.,. · 
Tech. Servs. _· _ \\'?Jl 
Training __ _ 

·Public Alls. 011. _ 
c--.. Telephone Rm._ . 

/ect~s Z!'M'AY 2 ~~1'91SPM -□ FBI/ DOJ 
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:':~::~:':, :t· '.~ ;:·'.~~·.:: :e:r_/_>~-- <:~_-: \','' :,·-,-~:-. ' 
' -:..· ;- - ' : -__ -·i~y :-

-.~ •,~· . 
. . 

- .. . 1.·.,..~,,.'. 
- ~"'."-'.'.'. 

: : ~ 1 · . .' 
'~~ .. , 

. ' ~ • Michai>l 1L Shahi>;!l_', :Jr • ·. ·· ·. ..• ' ]
1

1

_._· __ : ___ • __ ·- • :-. _ :· 

:··_;:: ,; . . . ~:•."._ .: ·~~ . . :: 
.,'·',·~ _·;;-_ ., . . .-:-··' .:·:;,_,._,-::·· ·_;])~'._:· . -.. '.': .·:::·:. 

~--~::··,, :-; < · :Tl1ere- is -no ina.ication:·.in-·.ou1:t~_fil8s: Uhat. ·the -- -._,. - . -~~ .. :-· 
-A.ttorn_ey General responded tc/:--thfs Ma~ .. 4.3 ,- ·19-1:>8 ,_'request' - _. ;· _ ·_ .. '. _ 
of'. ·:t~1e\ FB:l;_ and .by 'ietter·" dat_e.cl''.,:rune·. 11 ~-:: 1968,. daptionedp . · ·:: .· . · -
·
11Eiebtronic Su+veillances_;. H the·· D,ir~ctor .o:e' th~·-'.,FB:t ,.- - ., . 
advised .. the _Attorney G(;!neral, _·in :pa~-:t,-J ·,_that- ._inasmuch _as~·• _ 

_ Ray ·had, l>~en appreliencled, · tlle request I _for _elec·b.ronic - . : ':':· . 
surved.:11ance.·:mentiol).e¢1 in- the; FBI :lett~r. ·aated i,iay-.13,-~ ... _' 
1968 .. ,.- jms hereby .:vlithc1:ir,-a:~mo - , _· _ ', . 1

, • ",' •• -/ ,, ·, 

-_ • '-·- • ' ' < :·-- ;. •••• .- -1 ·· . .-- .; .. 
:: :•i' 

' .. -,·An internal FBI' memor.aridum tfiat?d .May lCiv l.968; ' 
'in ·the.-WJRl~IN··_Jiie '-disous~es .·oerta.~n legal ra111if;j,cat,±onS. .. 
·1:ega;t:di_ng th:Ls ~M~y i'~ /: 19~.? ,:_.-el~c:i;,:::e>nfo_ survei~lanc<: . .'..:. · ..... . 
request and p9rtions. of·. tlus ·_m(:;r11oranc1um · are quot~d ·in .the-·. , 
nei:(spaper · art:icle by .·.:rack.,Andersori _-and ··Les ~Jh;i.. tteil, enclosed. 

,: by·: i!J=·e· Pe~per .. For yo~r j_riformation f I :~he. nlcl;te,r_ia::L, _.in :'.theS(f . 
· -.-MURKIN communications 'i..fas ·11.1ade available: to. Harold Weisbe_rg 

. (t11erttinn·ecl :in· the Andersqp../Whi,tt:.en artiicle)_~· under the ,. "· · --, ,, 
- provisio'ns of the ,Freedom. of _r,p_fonna:ttoJ:1 Ac:~ o . :. :·: . • · • ,·- - - _: 

·e:\. ,. i . ,. · , _ · . · - l ·" - . - , -· , _: - · -· -. , - . -
_ · -;~As 5!ou may,:recal.lr ~-the ·T0skj·_Jiorpe:'. from ·yoti:i"...:_o:fffi,ce I':_·. 

-which· reviewed. the ·FBI vs· investigatioh of Martin ·Luther - · · 
.: King,., '!r.~-/J1.ey~ ~ccess_ ~~- ,i:.hes~ _above-·:p~s9ribec1 MU~KI:N .,.---. 

c0:mmun-icat1.ons. - .. . ,· .. t . -
', -· __ - __ .·_,_--\--· ·.-.·. '• ·\:::·' .: ___ ·.·: •. _:·-:----·· '.: ._,• __ ;_·J_._- _ _ · ··: 

A· review _·has_ b~~n: made of tlie _indic~s · and fi.le-s; · 
_ :i.11.91 p,ding· _ot1r . -e-lectroi:dc· survei-J.larice!--indices· at · .FBJ; · . '. 

>-· • , Hee}Jq1,1artE:1rs.- rega:i=ding .t.his_•j:-eques:t;. -o:f .Mr.--Pi§ppe:r:.' · ' .. 
-(Du_ring:-·tliis ·review_'v ,-the_ MURK-IN ":E_ile. (shqw1?,d,:-th_at··~n·;l>,1ay o;f·."·· 

,,, _ 1968_, · l\lbe~t _a.:nd .. Car~1, 'Pepp~r :tia.d .. thei~r - h;ome teleph<:m~ 
· .· nutnbe~, changed. to. ~ti unpublished m.:milier -'Of. 645-9152, at 

.. · Jliri }:itu'.1e /l~?-t.?"1s~~ of::-· 2_02?.-}jeliJy:iEYl~) .• J f'f; ~a~d:i·c.}.onP ~±_nee .. _.· 
. •-·:· · ,..t111r_. Peppe:t.'. :st~tes 1

•• ~. -S?· .. the records:,_ 1.:c any,y ,may_ be - _ --
.· loca:t:ed ip~_the.St.;: Lou.:i.:s •F.B.I. :,fi'elcl;.of·fic~, 11 triis- ·same 

type: .of ri:i-view· wa·s :_ n~c1e at. our- St(. L9a±s -F~I .:J?ield Of fie~? . . :.•;:· __ ,·. . _-.... · I .. -. .. ..... - --~. . - .. 

> ·, ,_,'., ( ._- ;1·. ·1 
:•' i. :1. ·;: .' 

> •. - . ,' .·,• '!-'. · ... 
.. _, 

. . ,, ;'! _,... , . 

'.-,... 
,,:. 

·' . . . :· ~~.' ' 

. ~ •• - .,J' 
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...... __ -:: -

. , • 
MrQ Michael E. Shaheen, Jr. 

• 
Based upon this review both at FBI Headquarters 

and our St. Louis E'ield Office, no record could be located 
showing that any electronic surveillance was conducted by the 
FBI on the persons of Albert or Carol Pepper or that any 
entry or electronic surveillance was conducted by the 
FBI on any properties or telephone numbers listed under 
their namesu or on the specific addresses and telephone 
nu..rnbers previously set forth: the home of Albert and Carol 
Pepper (2025 Delleview), .telephone numbers 645-2948 and 
645-9152, the Grapevine Tavern {1982 Arsenal), telephone 
number PR6-9417, or at the present address of Albert 
Pepper (523 Franru Lane). 

1 ~ Mr. Robert L. !(euch (Enclosures 3) 
Special Counsel to the Attorney General 

1 - Assistant Attorney General (Enclosures 3) 
Civil Rights Division 

3 
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. Mr.~ Michael E: S~aheen, Jr. 

\ 
' , . 

" ',. ,. 
NOTE: · This· responsts · to . a reque.st from the o·ffi"ce. 'o·f_ 

t, . - . . 

, Professional. Responsibility, U; S_. Department of 
. • I • 

Justice, a·s to whether the F'.BI ever illegally e·ntered 
the home or other properties of Albert.Pepper and installed a 
m~crophone surveiliande. Albert\ Pepper was the _husband . 
of· Carol· Pepper·,. a sister of James -Ea:i::-1 Ray. (Ray··was 
subseq~ently convicted tn l9cal ~ourt for the·as~assination 
of Mar.tin Luther Ki~g, Jr.) . ·\ 

I 

.. . This· advises the Departmeii:t' th~t .no record_ ·could 
. 'be.lo2~ted _of any electronic sur~efllaripe based µpoq a 

review at" FBIHQ ·and .at our· St; L"d'ui·s· Field Office. · (Based 
upon a ·request by. FBIHQ, our St.· :.L6uj,.s F_ield ·Office advised 
by_. teletype .. dated 4'/26/78, that np record of any electronic 
surveillan~e regardi~g this matt~f could be located). 

4. 

I' 
I .,· 

. ,, 
\ 
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..... 

. '. 

APR ,J 4 197.8. 
'., <j ·_· .. ,: ' 

:·OPR .. J 

• 
. . ,-.· Letter- fJ·9m _Mr_. AJ,pert -.Pepper.· · : 

Tht>mas :J,-. Biamonte,_ -Inspector-Dep,u-~ r·: 
_. Assistan:t -Director · . · ... · ' 1 · - · 
Off ice •o_f .Profes·sioi10 1 -Responsibili:t:ly_.· 
·Federal ·-Bureau of --ri=ive~t1gat~ot1 · ·. 1 · 

·. .This is in reference·.·to the attached letter' of 
Albert-Pepper'dated March 12;:1978. As you dan see·fr~m 
his fetter_,. Mr .• Pepper request::3'--whe~her the FBI $Ver ;\. 

__ illegally. eri-t;:ered 'his home or' other !properties_ arid . 
. instalied · a microphone sur:veillance J _ . .- . . ... · 

·. . . . ~ l . . 
' .· . . 1·. . .. 

.- ~~e are:referri'.ng .. tlii~ matteril to your,Office fo; 
appropr:iiate. inquiry.· Please advise us -of your. findings . 
so thMWe can respondto Mr. Pepper . . . . . . . 

Michael E. · Shaheen, Jr •. ,- Counsel-. l 
. Off ice o,f Professiori,al R~spori~.ibil-i ~y- _ 

~,. _. ' 

...... , .. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 7.:;27-76) , 
• 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

D Teletype 

D F ac s.imile 

IX] Airtel 

•• 
PRECEDENCE: 

D Immed.iate 

D Pr.iority 

D Rout.ine 

FBI 

c
1

• LAS ~IFICATION: 

.□ TOP SECRET 

D SECRET 
1□ CONFIDENTIAL 
1□ EFTO 
D CLEAR 

I Date 5/26/78 

.. 
( 
I 
I !I.: 
I 
I 
I 
l 

"1 
I 

:--------
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

------------------------------~----------------------
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JJES ALLEN NNEY aka Wm. Harold Dodson 

# 11 175 F, SLPD # 129 594. 
W}ite Male, born )4/2/t5, Jonesburg, Mo. 
'l1", 175, med build brown hair, brown 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JERRY LEE MILLER 

FBI No. 79,774 E 
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JERRY LEE MILLER 
FBI No. 79,774 E 

BANK ROBBERY; PAROLE VIOLATOR 
F.P.C.: 4 S 1 U 3 

S 1 Lit 

Photographs on left taken 1970, other taken 1969 

WEIGHT !SQ 1,_::. C,J'/PLEliJtJ e ::i.:rs 
BUILD R4CE 
HAIR :1r,JN 1l NATIQ-~;.l_iT'r' er;'-

OCCUPA.TIONS· Jccoun!Jn! eleclr1c1,111 JIJ1Jre; sclesr;·Jn 
SCARS AND ~~ARKS .1pn~•1t:ec1,y:1y s:11 1· sr ,;; · ,•~g 
REMARKS 'IJ/ I.C'I 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
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, st..;--( -
~ ' .,: •• < ' 

. . 
;_, _-,. "'.: -, -.. .,_"--:·~.., .:,, (.. .... ~.' 

·•.•:·-

. ,•···-.. 

REPRODUCTION OF .MATERIAL FOIDt · .: :· • 
. > ·,. -_. _,_._·,\-. , .,_._ .. ).:,/';> 

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT , 

. 
' t·· 

DAT~- <e '·ot.;i· 77 ~ f'.·/37~-' .:··:~'- :-----.- -~-/- .·_::: ~ 

The 
1

following maielial has b~~~ r;;:o~ t:a,. · .. ·•·· · •· 
duced for excising and revi~w at FBIHQ and/or_ -, •;:·' 1 

delivery to the House· Select Committee on .·- ..... •. .. __ .... _ ,. ,. 
Assassinations: - \ · · · . ·:_\.>. ::~~ ->:·: ~-:· - · 
(See Buf.ile 62-117290; re HrA request ~te4•~;:t.~i~ . , 

- vo ·,1u~ ::> C..!!A'/ ."-.. ·· ._-,,::. r,··"'"'-"~--V.:_:_. __ 
FILE-~ • f l.:"JOO~- .. :.,-\'.-.', .. ·/;_;_;_(::'.:~t?>./<'.--
·SECTION 9.l.. - ,- , . : I -, --_·:/:\·:_ ?>->·-'{':_:_,:\" 

Number 

_...:....;;.=, ___ ..... ______ '•-'. ,-,,.-~, .-,_-~- ..... 

SERIALS ,~ 8 · thr~ugh C,..1..~D 

-(except f ollowihg ~erials 
-not· in file on this date:) ·c~s-, 
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2 2 JUH 78 00 0 2: z 
. R~F.1vto : . 

As~~ 
--J i 

!>0,. ,.: ,·,:lm. -- .. 

Dcp . .".i) Inv. 
Asst. Jir.: 

Adn1. S.erV:-
Crim. ln'l 1 -­
!dent. 
Intel!. -----11 

Lt::fa! C>)i1n. 
P!en. r, ;-;,:·;.~--·- ..­

P 211246Z JUN 78 
FEDERAL BUREAU : 
o\: IHVE$T!GATION : 

COMHUNICA11DHS SECTION 

Rec. rv;•,:•ff~.· ( 
Tec;1. '.'.: "'/S. 
Trainini: _,__. 

BT 

L ND Oi~ C ss-22 8) 
. ,, 

I 

&-3.a 
PR IOR ITY ,e,...e,,8~21 

Public fa.f-:-:c. Jff. 
Telephone ,im. 
Director's Sec'y 

~A '-- /Je.~ p ti"- :I) // ~ 
~ lvi,~~l l-/"J"i./1~ 

SCOTLAND YARD - COMPL.41NANT. 

REFERENCE IS MADE TO COMMUNICt.i,TIO[~S IN BUFILE, House: SELf:CT 
I 

COffJMr{TEE ON ASSASSINtiTIONS. (BUFILE 62-li7290) cHSCA). 

ON 6/20/78, ALEC EIST, 01,JNER GRE.2:N MA{'J PUBLIC HOUSE, SIX MILE 

BOTTOM, CMfJBRIDGESHIRE, ENGLt\!W, TELEPHONE 2LJ7, TELEPHONED M~CRICA['~ 

CLAIMEb w □ RxED wITH LEGAT OFFICL 
., 

WHE:N l1.1AS i.l) ITH FLYING SQU/l,D OF [~Ew SCOTLti,ND YARD (l1lSY) • AS Su CH 
i 

1,,Jp,S IN ON APPREHENSION OF JM~ES EARL RAY IN LONDON AND l,11AS vJITd Hl,f,'J-----.__,"-. 

!\ N
10 1,,,r c.; T u;;Rr.' I c: r:r:: .. R··1"" I·.',,i CO r,r•1~RO V',-.· RS Y 11\1 ~~~ .. JI THEREAFTER CONTINUALLY. \f.., !7.C. L .., ~.:. ~, • V ::.. ' ~ ! •• 

THE C1\SE P,ND LOTS OF NEWSPAPER REPOHT ING GONCERlHNG f(AY. HE IS 
' 

ABOUT TO MAXE A MOVE IN THIS M{l,TTER, "A FINANCIAL" MOVE BUT WANTS 

TO TALK TO SOP1EONt: FROM LEGAT OFFICE fIRS]_OUT OF LOYi-\LIY.~ =t~· '; 
S't-\3 RE'." •7.0 ./ / L' I .-- .--< r ... ,:: ~ ?J V / _..,. ((.7 o!.J?., o--

RE FU SES TO COMt: TO LONDON. ."'{~ -- . - ..J 1~2 JUf~'271978·, 

BELIEVED PARTICIPATED tN RAY ESCORT. 

LY ACQUITTED OF CORRUPT ION CHARGES. 

,,,,,,.-
' ' ,-

<... 

'?'OJUl 
(/'?" [)t" -· t! h ! ~ nt ..... ___ ,.. 
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·c__ :;o 
-r-1 C: = -gJu~ Cf) ~ t.;.. 

r-..:i ;::,:J 
0 r-..:i _c.:., ::a rn . ';::'.-Ul rq . F.B.I. 
--0 -r• <-~ DEP"r. OF JOS'ft1 -l. <.D 
oOJ Gt~. 
.,,H .r= zx< 

w :::,:r:,-- rn 
c.....· Zoo 
C: :;i::r,, rn 
(f) :::r=: 3: -I .., 1m 
C> ~ :z 
r:n Ct=?, -:I 

•. ' ..., ? ~ • •,! ,. . ~ 

"' ... 
'f, 
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I' • • , • p • .. .... .. ... I 
I ( 
' ·, 

' 
D ISA FF£ CTED. NSY DOES L1JOT CONSIDER HE COULD HAVE INFO OF VALUE 

I 

AS NOT PART OF I[~TERROGATIONS, N~VER ,ALONE wITH Ri;Y Aim ANYTHING 
. ! 

0 F I NT ER 2: SI ltJ O UL D 

TIM£. 

HAVE BEEN FORWARDED IN REPORTS FURNISHEB AT THE 
I 

. ' 

CONSID~RED HE H.~S SOME SORT OF INFOR[11AT ION Di:::ROGATORY TO t··JSY 

WHICH WILL TRY TO PEDDLE TO LEGAT.OR PI~ES2'. 
I 

NEVERTHELESS U?I.CB WILL BE CONTACTED AND ADVISED Two LEGAI 
' 

PERSONNEL \1JILL MEC:T WITH'HIM IN CAMBRIDGSSHIRE. 

NO IND ICp,T ION THIS_ RELATED TO PROPOSED HSCA VISIT TO LONDON. 

MATTER WILL 8£ COORDINATED WITH NSY. 

CIRRECT ION - FIRST L HJ2: OF MESS1'.\GE - [~AME, 13 ALEC NOT "ALEX" 
' 

BT 
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2 31 625Z juN 73 

LO ND ON (,88-228) 

ROUT HIE 

RELONTt:L J uNf: 21, 197 B. 

2 3 Jm1_78 (~), / I 91z 
REtm'vio 1 · 

' 'FEDERAL au REAU 
OF lNVESTIGAT,ION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

Assoc. Dir. 
Dep. AD :Adm::-­
Dep. AO Inv. __ 

Asst. Di~.: 
Adm. Serv.- .f · 
Crim. In"'._, __ ...,, 
!dent. ___ _. 
Intel!. 
L1.1bora to~y _---11 

Lep.al Coun. 
Plan.?, lnsp,,. "'---1.1:_, 
Rec. Mint. -.1;;;1F-:::i.t-e 
Tech. S:1irvs. -1--s 
Traininn: 

Public Af rs. i':frf. 
Telephone P-m. 
Director's Sec'y 

lt-- . -.· _: . f' !tt 
, \ v • 

· ~~1tm·Jc:G 
0 N J U NE 2 2 , 1 :n 8 , ALE X?U@ E . - ~~J'..AG.E...,,~~~'1'1"!l."~ Y 

. _ ~ ... ,,.,~.u,p,i~-;;,.,\l:~--.:,.~'<JS.Zs.'il'-ifu"ilii!r~~:T,·isll.:10rt;;J;:;~s,c 

STRE,ET ', .. i·~-~-~~i!~;.~~wi~~~™~~~ vJHO IS ~. FORMER 
~ ~ . r- ~ 

METROPOLIT1\N POLICE;., LONDON, OFF'ICER,_l.iJAS ICONT{~CTED AT HIS REtWEST. 

EIST ADVISED THt-1T WHILE A DETECTIVE SERGEANT ·wITH THE M2TROPOL-

ITt\N POLICE, LONDON, HE liJAS ASSIGNED FOR- .APPROXHfJATELY FOUR MONTHS 

TO. GUARD JAMES EAR,L RAY l~lHILE HE Wt-\S INCARICER1-\TED IN ENGLAND, MJD 
. • I 

DuRI[~G Hrs APPEARP.l'lCEs IN couRT, ETc., rN'lco1•HiEcT ION wITH Hrs i:i,RREST 

IN ENGLt,,ND AS A RESULT OF THE MURDER OF REV. MARTIN LUTHER/ KHiG. 
I 

! 

EIST RECENTLY READ IN THE NEWSPAPERS THAT THE·u. S. CONGH,SS WAS .RE-

/a 

VIE1,1JING THE FBI INVESTIGATION OF' T l-fE KING CASE, IN9LUDING/ A POSSIBLE _ 
- I . . 

CONSPIRACY THEORY. REC·S'- \ ~T-ll~E-57 /IA},_::?,~/._' _ _/-~I ii, 
E 1ST NOTED THAT D uR I NG HIS STAY WITH. RA

1

/,

1t DE\TE:'~'?f ~/ ~~ft;!,.~ .. 
I 

CLOSE RAPPORT, AND AT NO TIME DID Rt1Y EVER GI-VE ANY rtmICAT ION OF 

ANYONE OTHER THAN R{\Y HIMSELF' AS BEING INV LVE:D IN THE, MURDEH O'F' -------
_ KI NG; R,f:i T HEH , RAY HJD IC1HED THE 2X ACT Oi;',PO SI TE AND BRi.GG ED T H.t.i.T HE l . 

I 1 JUL 7 1978 . ' 
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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA· 
Grosvenor llsquare 
London, England 

88:.228 June 28, 197'8 · 

i 
Re: Reverend MARTIN ~UTHER KING 

i 

I 
{Jr On June 2~_,.· 19J8 ~ Ass~stant Legal Attaches 

DENNIS R. DICKSON and RCYBEJif-1'K. ... KEANp, traveled to Cambridgeshire, 
England, to contact Mr. ~LEXANDER EipT, Willow Cottage, 9 High 
Street, West Wratting, Cambridgeshire, England, at his request. 
EIST is the publican at the "Green Mkn 11 pub, Six Mile Bottom, 
Cambridgeshire, England. EIST advisbd that he was formerly 
employed by the Metropolitan Police, I. London, and has recently 
retired. 

During his employment 1with the Metropolitan Police, 
one of his assignments was to guard and escort JAMES EARL RAY 
who was arrested in London, England,i in connection with the 
assassination of Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING. EIST stated that 
during the approximately four months]when RAY was incarcerated 
in England awaiting extradition to t~e United States it was 
EIST's assignment to be present in the cell with RAY and to 

.e~cort him weekly to the court for r~mand hearings. 
. I . 

EIST ~dvised that as~ result of having spent so 
much time with RAY he developed a very close rapport and RAY 
became very talkative with him. RAYi admitted that he had 
escaped from a Missouri prison by hanging on to the undercarriage 
of a prison laundry vehicle or garbage truck. 

With regard to th.e aslassination of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, RAY on many occasions admittedjthat he killed KING and on 
no occasion did RAY ever indicate thcjtt there was an accomplice 
with him, but rather he expresse4 an~ even bragged that he was 
proud ·of the fact that ·he alone was able to kill KING. RAY 
stated that the only mistake he madelwas that upon leaving the 
boarding house he was carrying the rifle he used to kill KING 
and spotted~ police officer in the ~rea. He subsequently 
dropped the rifle in the doorway to J shop and continued on his 
wayj•knowing full-well that his prinis were·on the weapon and 
that the investigation would subsequ,ntly lead to him. 

I 
I 
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LON 88-22_8 
\ 
i 
i 
i 
I 

RAY indicated thai he was a loner and did not 
asiociate with anyone else and t~at the only person he received 
assistance from was his brother, \believed by EIST to be his 
elder brother, and according to R,.AY his brother accompanied 
h~m on ~eve:al robberies subsequ1nt to his escape from the 
Missouri prison. I 

I 
EIST stated that h~ had recently been in conver-

sation with a U. S. Air Force major who is stationed in England 
and upon hearing that EIST was inyolved in the RAY case suggested 

·that EIST should sell his story tb a newsman. EIST advised that 
during his as_signment with RAY he\\ reported to his superiors any 
comments made by RAY and thus the appropriate authorities were 
in possession of all pertinent information. He did not desire 
to contact any newsmen regarding This story, however, was willing 
to be interviewed by any official 1\authority regarding his 
association with RAY in England. I 

The above intervie~ was conducted by Assistant 
Legal Attache DENNIS R._'DICKSON, i1n the presence of Assistant 
Legal Attache ROBERT A. _KEANE, on \June 22, 1978. 

I 

I 

..... 2* _.,., 
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FM TAMPA (157-3231) CR UC) 

RE TAMPA AIRTELS JULY 2, 1974 AND DECiEMBER 19, 1975,G, · , . --· 
1
RAY• DR. MARTIN // V 

ii ' / ~--;(,/ 

LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM." VP 
WITH ENCLOSED LHMS,.CAPTIONED, "JAMES EARL 

! 

ON JULY 26, 19 '18, SGT• ROBERT· THOMA'S :wEHUNT, JR., --~--
HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON, MAC DILL AFB CMAFB>l, TAMPA, FLA., 

I •• 

HOME ADDRESS, 3109 HARTNETT AVE., TAMPA, FLA., CAME TO THE 
• I • 

TAMPA OFFICE CTPO) OF THE FBI AND AD
1

VISED ;THAT HE HAD READ AN· 

ARTICLE IN "THE TAMPA TR lB UN E~ 0 F J ~-'13'16j• !J1r1 ~, ; TO #.i..!~fjJ'o/,:::;;:af;? Js 
THAT A RUSSELL G. BYERS HAD TOLD THE HOUSE ASfA~QINATION. =- ~ll 
COMMITTEE THAT HE HAD BEEN OFFERED MONEY O:N BEHALF' OF A~ei:fp a~ 1978 

7 9 AUG t) 31978' 1 
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PAGE TWO T P 15 7-323 1 UNCL AS 
I 

BUSINESSMEN TO KILL DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING:, JR. IN 1966 OR 
i 

• I 

EARLY 1967. SGT. WEHUNT ADVISED THAT HE HAD PREVIOUSLY 
I 

FURNISHED INFORMATION TO THE TPO OF THE FBI! IN 1974, TO THE 
I 
I 

EFFECT THAT HIS FATHER,WHO WAS FORMERLY A 'GUARD AT THE FULTON 
' i 

COUNTY JAIL, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, HAD STATEMENTS FROM CONVICTS 

IN THE FULTON COUNTY JAIL THAT THESE CONVI'.CTS HAD BEEN 
! 

APPROACHED BY VERY INFLUENTIAL BUSINESSMEN1 TO KILL DR. KING 

FOR ONE-HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS. SGT. WE~UNT ADVISED THAT HE 
I 

DID NOT FEEL THAT APPROPRIATE ACTION HAD BEEN TAKEN CONCERNING 

THE INFORMATION THAT HE HAD FURNISHED AS H,IS MOTHER AND SISTER 
I 

HAD NEVER BEEN INTERVIEWED. SGT. WEHUNT. Sif ATED THAT HE HAD 
I 

TALKED WITH THE LEGAL ADVISOR AT MAFB CONCERNING THIS MATTER 
I 
I 

' 
AND WAS ADVISED TO RECONTACT THE TPO OF THE FBI. SGT. WEHUNT 

I 

MADE AVAILABLE A THREE PAGE STATEMENT THAT: HE HAD WRITTEN our 
' 

AND WHICH HE HAD SIGNED. THIS STATEMENT I~ AS FOLLOWS: 

"IN 1966-67 MY FATHER HAD STATEMENTS tHAT I SAW THAT WAS 

MADE BY APP-3 PRISONERS AT THE FULTON COUNTY JAIL THAT STATED ' . 
' 
I 

THEY WERE OFFERED LARGE SUMS OF MONEY TO K[LL MARTIN LUTHER 
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PAGE THREE TP 157·3231 UNCLAS 

\ 

KING, JR. MY FATHER WAS A DEPUTY SHERIFF, OF FULTON COUNTY 

AND WAS WORKING AT THE FULTON COUNTY JAIL AT THE TIME. COVER 

9 YEARS). I SAW THE STATEMENTS. I 'no NOJ REMEMBER THE 
-

NAMES, HOWEVER, I DO REMEMBER THAT THERE WERE THREE PEOPLE 

MY FATHER DESCRIBED AS INFLUENTIAL BUSINESS MEN WHO OFFERED 

THE MONEY. LATER MY FATHER TOLD ME HE HAD TRIED TO TURN THE 

STATEMENTS OVER TO THE GB! AND WAS TOLD HE HAD BETTER NOT 

IF HE WANTED TO LIVE. LATER HE TOLD ME THAT HE HAD BEEN 
' 
I 

TOLD IF HE TOLD ANY ONE THEY WOULD KILL MY FATHER AND HIS 

ENTIRE FAMILY. MY FATHER ALSO TOLD ME THAT HE KEPT THE 
' 

STATEMENTS AND A LARGE SUM OF MONEY THAT HE HINTED TO BEING 

AROUND $3 MILLION TO 3! MILLION DOLLARS. LATER MY MOTHER 

TOLD ME SHE THOUGH MY FATHER TOLD HER _HE TURNED THE 

ST~TEMENTS OVER TO A MAN WHO WAS GOING TO WRITE A BOOK. 
' 

THE MAN'S NAME IS BOB SOMETHING - MY MOTHER KNOWS HIS NAME. 
I 

MY FATHER DIED IN 1973 AND I TOLD ALL THIS TO THE FBI IN 

19 74. 
. I 

I DO NOT KNOW THE NAME OF THE BANK WHERE MY FATHER 

I. 
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PAGE FOUR TP 15 7-3231 UNCLAS 

' KEPT THE STATEMENTS BUT IT WAS LOCATED IN' LITTLE FIVE POINTS 

IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA. MY SISTER, NOW MRS.: WAYNE UPSHAW 
I 

OF STONE MT. GEORGIA, SAID SHE TYPED THE ~TATEMENTS FOR MY 
I 

FATHER. MY MOTHER, ALMA L. WEHUNT OF 3015 ALBATROSS LANE, 
I 

! 
DECATUR, GEORGIA, KNOWS, PROBALLY, MORE THAN I, HOWEVER,· I 

I 
I 

KNOW SHE IS SC~RED ABOUT TALKING ABOUT IT 1 

MY NAME IS ROBERT THOMAS WEHU~T, JR. OF 310? HARTNETT 

AVE., TAMPA, FLA. 33611 - TEL. 839-7281. I WORK AT A 56 

HEADQUARTERS SQ. MACDILL AFB, TEL# 830-3942-2724. 

MY FATHER HAD A NICK NAME OF' TWILIKER. (SPELLING 

UNKNOWN). I TALKED TO CPT. WHITE, LEGAL OFFICE AT MAC 

DILL WHO DIRECTED ME HERE AFTER TALKING .TO HIS FRIEND, 

A FBI AGENT IN CALIFORNIA. SIGNED: ROBER~ T. WEHUNT, JR." 
I 

SGT. WEHUNT WAS ADVISED THAT THE INF~RMATION THAT HE HAD 

PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED TO THE TPO OF THE FB ~ HAD BEEN FURNISHED 
I 

TO FBIHQ AND IN TURN WAS FORWARDED TO THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIV. 

OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

BT 
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FROM 

0-70 <Rev. 3-28-72) 
-0P}l0HAl POIM MO. 10 
MAY I t62 f01710H 
GI_. GIN. HG. HO. 27 • 5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Assistant Attorney General 
CIVIL BIGHTS DIVISIOH 

Director, FBI ('4-98861) 

DATE: 11111 ·1s, 1978 

SUBJECT: ASSASSDTATION OF 
DR. IIARTIN LIJ'l'ilER SDG, JR • 
.&PKIL 4, 1968 
EDIPIIIS, TBNlBSSD 

0 

Reference is made to _____ memorandum dated _________ _ 
(your file _________ ). 

There is enclosed ·one copy of the report of Special Agent ________ _ 
dated __________ at ____________________ _ 

A. D This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
·a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau ~nless the Department so directs. 

B. D The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received. 

C. D .The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will ~ made by this Bureau. 

D. D Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. 

E. D Please advise whether you desire ~ny further investigation. 

F. D This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. 

G. [X This is submitted for your information and no further investigation wilf 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department. 

H. D This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. 

1 - AAG/Cr1111nal D1v1a1on 

BBE A'rl'ACIIED •orE.-
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Aaaiatant Attorney General 
C1Y11 llipta DiYlaion 
Page I 

• 
' 

IIOl'B: Attached I• a teletype rece1Yed July 27, 1978 frm tile· 
Tampa Office of the l'BI oontaining information reoeived fl'OII 
lgt. ltobert Thomae Wehunt, Jr., Tampa, Florida. ;'Thill tnfor­
utlon wu previouslJ furniahed tbe FBI u reported in . 
aemorandum dated Jul,- 2, 1974 and December 19, 19'16, eopiN 
of whicb are attached tor lntorutlon. 

' ... 

• 
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.~1~. S-14-74) _!_) I 
I 
I 

••' . -_$ •. _ • ·• .,. r I 
F 11 I 

I 
Da: 12/19/75 I 

I 
I . . •· . . 

,.,__it.._ lollowiq bl ----------:fT=-)'.-l"l-in:--:plolnu~"""".a:-:or"'."'"e~Otk-;-J-:-----------1, • 
. ~ I 

. : ~Via AIRTEL I ' 

. I 
· /{. (Pret:ed6nceJ . I 

';----------------------------~-----------------------

- . 

·~ 1 9• 

' -.'{} . . 
: : 

-~:~ 
{ . !; 
,· 

. -~ 

:'~ :l , .. 
,l ·~ i: 

. J TO: DillECTOII., FBI (44-38861) . 

, ~CJ-!: SAC, TAMPA (157-323l)(C) 
I c) . 
~-- MURKI~) 

aeTPtel 12/12/75 and Buaittel 12/15/75. 

Enclosed herewith for the: Bureau are four copies of 
an LHM setting forth information that was contained in reTPtel. 

ROBERT THOMAS WEHUNT upon contacting the Tampa Office . 
on 12/17/75 was advised that a copy of the results of his .• 
interview by Tampa FBI Agent was forwarded to the Civil Rights 
Division of the U.S. Department of Justice in 1974 and no 
additional dissemination was made by the FBI. Mr. WEHUNT 
advised that any additional information that he receives 
concerning this matter will be brought to the attention of the 
Ta,:npa Office. · 

A review of Tampa files fals to indicate that any 
further dissemination was made by t~e Tampa Division of Tampa 
airtel and lJIM 7/2/74. 

G- Bur~ ti~) 1 - Tampal,(.~s~-
t~~ :bs ~)~ 

/-tlfD 
1-C l'(l/ 

t)~~/: 
12/23/15' 
JCl-/jet 

-~ 
I; T-1'10 

R£c-9 VY-3/J~£/--ba -----
3 OEC 22 1975 

, ;, ~~ 1 g l k. -

~ Approved: _ _:~l-l{~V-};-~.,-:-:::--;:-;:~::------:::::;;::iiiill!l!'11fl11Jl~;;:::;i....---M Per-----
~1ent in Char1e _,,,.,,.. : _ 

/ 

, .. 
·,,. .. ,• . 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.f 't 

UNITED STATJ-;S DEPAiRTMJ-:NT OF JUSTICE 
' 

FEDERAL DUllEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Tampa, Fl-orida 
December ~9, 1975 

JAMES EARL RAY; 1 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 1 JR. - VICTIM 

Reference is made to Tampa memorandum dated 
July 2, 1974. - _ : · 

.. 

On December 12, 1975,\Robert Thomas Wehunt, Jr., 
3109 Hartnett. Avenue, Tampa, Fl9rida, telephonically con­
tacted the Tampa Office of the FBI and advised that on 
December 12, 1975, Angel Castillo, a reporter for the 
"St. Petersburg Times," a daily,ncwspaper published in St. 
Petersburg, Florida, had ~contact;.cd Wehunt and had requested 
that Wehunt tclc~hone collect to John Crewdson, a reporter 
for the "New York: Times," a dai~y newspaper published in -
New York, New York. Mr. Wehunt advised that Castillo 
indicated that Crcwdson should be contacted by telephone 
number 202-293-3100. - : 

. Wehunt advised that he. subsequently contacted 
John Crewdson·at the above-listed.telephone number at which 

· time Crewdson indicated that he pesired to come_to Tampa, 
Florida, to interview Wehunt con~erning information that 
Wehunt had previously furnished ~o the FBI concerning three 
signed statements that Wehunt's father had obtained from 
convicts in the Fulton County Jail, Atlanta, Georgia, . 

• • 

indicating that these convicts had been approached by very 
influential businessmen to kill Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
for $100,000. Wehunt stated that from his conversation with 
John Crcwdson it was obvious to him that Crewdson had 
obtained the results of the interview of Wehunt by an FBI 
Agent of ·the Tampa Office which interview took place on 
July 1, 1974. Wehunt advised that he did not give a definite 
f:lllSWer to.Crewdson but indicated ,that he would recontact 
Crewdson at which time he would f.urnish a definite answer. 

! 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is thl.e proper.ty of ~he _FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. \ 

• 
i 

·l 
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JAMES EARL RAY· 
DR~ MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM • . . 

Wehunt advised that he desired to bring this • 
to the attention of the FBI and he indicated that he planned 
to contact Angel Castillo and have Castillo contact­
Crewdson to notify Crewdson that Wehunt did not desire to 
be interviewed inasrm.1ch as Crewdson apparently had all of 
the information that Wehunt had previously furnished to the 
FBI. In addition, Wehunt advised that he was going to 
notify Castillo that he is fea~ful of his life if if becomes 
public knowledge that he furnished information to the FBI 
to the effect that very influential businessmen had plotted 
to kill Dr. King. 

On December 17, 1975,' Wehunt telephonically 
contacted the Tampa Office and advised that upon instructions 
from his attorney he had contacted John Crewdson telephonically 
and had advised Crewdson that he did not desire to be 
interviewed by Crewdson. ; 

. . 

·' 

' ,, 
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,·, ,., FBI 

Date: 7/2/74 

Transmit the followinc;i in -------::-~---=-~--.....,:..-------l 
(T1pe in plaJntut or code) 

Via __ _;A=m~T~E=.;L=---- _______ il_lMA~I_L ________ .....J 

{Preced,mceJ 

To: Director, FBI (44-38861) ATTENTION: ()t__ c. '1.,.r~~ 
From: SAC, TjMPA (157-3231) DI C!Va RIGHTS SECTION 

~-- (EC) GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 
Subjt!ct':.1111JllIR -, D INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 

'---00:-tm' 
. i 

, l , I 

Ill CR DEL D DIH D CRA-64 
OPA OPE OPF DE 

D EID D Bomb Threats D Extremist Matters 
D White Hate D Black 

Summary of Complaint: 

•<,--~ 
()-~-t=·· 
.:JlJ.-f~ 
1-es-14 

le Taapa telephone call te ~reau, 7/1/74. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an lBMf 
-1,so, ancloaed for Neaphi• are three copiea, one for the USA, 
Western District of Temiea1ee, and tw for the Atlanta Office. 

M · Per------
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TP 157-3231 

Ta:apa indices do not contain any information 
identifiable with IOBERT THOMAS WEHUNT, JK. or Sil. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION' 

IE: 

T~a1 llorida 
July~. 1974 

JAMES IABL IAY; 
DR. MAJ.TIN LUTHn ~ING, JR ... 
VICIIM 

•• 

On July 1, 1974, lobert Thomas Wehunt, Jr. 
peraonally appeared at the Tampa Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in'the company of his wife, Annette 
Jean Wehunt, aaiden mme Balainger, and Wehunt furnished . 
the following infomations 

Thi• document contains neither recoamendatiom 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It 1• the property of the FBI and 
ia loaned to your agency; it and it• content• are not to 
be diatributed outaide your agency. 
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: . 1 . .. ., (,EDEIAL IUIEAU OF INVESTIGATION I 

.. 
My 2,.1974 

Dot■ of ftonsc:rlplion _____ _ 

·, 
~· : "•~ -~. . . 

SOBDT .TBOMAS VEHUNT, .n., 3109 Bartnett Aftllllla, 
Tampa, norlda, personally appeared at the Tampa, Florldla, 
Office of the recteral Bureau of Investigation. Be wu 
advi•ed of the official ldentlty of the intem.ev1ng Agent, 
the nature of the inqui~ and that any ln.fomation he 
furnl•bed could be used ln a court of law. Be did aot 
desire to furnish a signed statement but orally furnished 
the following lnfomatlons 

WBONT has been in the o. s. Air l'orce for the 
put alx years, and he is presently a Staff Sergeant in the 
first Munition Haintenmce Squadron at Macl>ill Air Force 
Bue (AFB), Tanpa, norida. Be ncently read in the nen-
pa:per that JAMES EAR L\Y, who was CODYicted of killing 
Dr. KilTIH UTl'Hn UNG, .JI.., in 1968, i• attempting to Cot 
• new trial and is •tating ~t lad want• to tell who WU 
involved with him in this killing. This article reminded 
WEHUNT of information that be bad neeiwd from hi• father, 
IOBERT THOMAS WEHUNT, n., 1D 1968. WEHUNT fumiabed thia 
information to hi.a Comanding Officer~- Major 01.0L. Major 
OZOL referred WEHUNT to Colonel B0lMES of the ~:1 Office 
of NacDill AFB, who ln turn nferred WEHUNT to Federal 
Buruu of lllftstigation Office 1D Tanpa, 

.:.·. 

- VEHUNT'• father .... a erlalnal 1uvast1gator in the .. __ . 
• U. s. ~ for 20 years. After hi• father retired from the 

ArrJry, he worked u an investigator for Fidelofax, later for :. · -
a bonding campany and then for eight y-r• .. a~ guard at the -
Fulton c:oun~ Jail, At-lanta, Georgi&, up until hi• death ·m ·--:,· -: 
Auguat, 1973. , ! ;:., . • ! 

,,,. . .,,. -·. . . ~ . 

· Al>l,roximatel_y two amt~ af~er KING'• death in 19681 .:: ··. 

WEHUNT'• fat.bar •bower WEHUNT, WEHUNT • mother, ALMA LOUISE · .. 
WEHUNT, maiden name w..sTON, and WEHUNT'• aieter, JANET UlSHAW, . 
maiden name WEHUNT, at least three •i~d atatementa that · 
WEHUNT'• father atated he bad obtained from "bard-core" · · 
convict.a in the Fu1 ton County Jail. Each •tatement atatad 
that these couvict• bad been approached by "very influential 
bminessmen" to ui1 Dr. HARTIN LUfdER UNG, .m. for ,- · 
fl00,000. · -

"'i ~ . ·•' 

.... rwlewe111 .,._,_11 ___ n_4 ____ 01_Tamp __ a ___ , __ n____.;o_ri~da=-----· FIie • T~a 157~'231 . 
Himphla 44-lff7 . · -

IA JOHN ALLEN BilTINGHs ., af 7/2n4 . . • .. 
1,, _____________ ____,;;__ ____ O.oledlcfoled ________ _ 

/ 2 ':•I ,. ~-• . 

/' 
fhlti doc:ut11e111 conlellti 111ellhe, recomt11.,ndolion1 no, conclu1lon1 ol lh■ FIi. II 11, !he proper,, ol the FIi end II looned lo rour ogencr; 

. Iii ,;jnd Ill conl■ nll ••• nol lo N dl61rlbul■d oul1id■ rou, og•nc,. · 
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TP 157-3231 

At this time WEHUNT'• father was a jailer and h! 
told WEHUNT that these criminals furnished him this 
information and he took 1t from them in the form of eigned 
•tatements. The father told WEHUNT that on one occasion 
he attempted to turn these •tatements over to proper authorities 
for investigation but that the father'• life and that of his 
family .. n threatenad, and the father told WEHUNT that ba bad 
decided to keep his mouth •hut. The father did not tell 
VEHUNI to whom he had offered the •tataments or who had 
threatened the father. 

The father fomerlr had these •tatement• and other 
related papers at hi• house n Atlanta, Georgia1 but after the 
father died in August, 1973, WEHUNT and his motner attempted 
to locate these papers but to date they have not located them. 
WEHUNT assumes that it i1 po•■ible hi• father bad a •afe 
deposit box that no one baa yet di1covered and that pos•ibly 
the •tatements and paper• are contained in the •&fa a.posit : 
box. · · 

WHUNT cannot recall names of the individuals 
who furnished the statement• or names of the "very influential 
businessmen", but these names were all contained ln the 
atatementa • 

WEHUNT doubts that hi1 mother or •i•~r would 
recall any additional infoi:mation about the •tatements 
or that contained in the •tatamanta, and WEHUNT does not 
know of anyone else vho ha.a any infoxmation concerning these 
•tatements. 

WEHUNT noted that •hortly before the death of bl• 
father his father was an alcoholic and he had ID8!IY girl 
friends and more money than he could have po1sibly been 
earning as a jail guard. WEHUNT, therefore, at that time 
surmi■ed that it was possible that hits father had been paid 
off by unknown lndiviclual.1 to remain quiet about the •tatements. , 

· WEHUNT mentioned this •tory to his coamanding officer 
. about two months ago but the comnandlng officer did not • 

give 1JEHUNT any response to it and WEHUNT dropped the matter 
at that time. WEHUNT brought this matter up at this tima 
after reading the e.ewspaper article about RAY and after thinking 
that if IAY Wk.a po1 ■ibly WEHUNT and his father'• name might 
be brought up and there might be some danger to WEHUNT and 

3 
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hie family. WEHUNT "noted that another reason that he 
never mentioned thie •tory to ~one before l• becauee 
he did not feel that anyone would believe him. 
VEHUNT advised that if he recalled any additional 
information or vu able to develop any additional 
lnfomation he would imnediately recontact the Federal 
Bureau of Inveatigation. · 

·-·---

the following deac~tiva data was obtained 
through observation and 1nte ew: '-.. // ·; _·, ,. 

Names KOBERT THCJMA!t-lJEHUNT, .JR. 
lace:. White "- -
Sex, nJe c 
&~ I . 

1'1ace of Births • &Phir1an, Georgi.a 
-ilelght, ·, 5 11" 

- Weights 17S lbs. 
Educations Cr&duate of Walker High 

Disabilitiess 
Social SecurJg 

Account No. I 
rmploymenfs 

School, Atlanta, Ceorgia 
None 

,I litatt i>ergeanh, 
u. s. Air Force, 

-

First limition Maintenance 
Squadron, KacDill Air Force 
Base T~a, Florida 

Business Telephone No. 1 830-4311 · · 
Besidence: 3109 Hartnett Avenue 

I:Jta1 Fl9rida_ ~ 
Wifes T·E JEAN WEHUNT, 

lace: 
Sexs 
&ms 
Puca of Births 

Mothers 

le1idence1 

Telephone No.1 
:&nployment: 

4 

maiden name BALSINQD 
White 
Female 

I 7 
ConnersV1lle, Indiana 
l,lJ,fA LOUISE WEHUNT, 
maiden name BALSTON 
Albatross Lane 
Decatur, Ceorgia 
404-241-S253 

Sea:r8 and loebuck 
Ponce De Leon 
Atlanta, __ Ceorgia 

-·-•-.,, .... 
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