
44 -\HQ· 38861 \E6206 
taf 

BEFORE CHANGING CLASS~F!C-,ATION 
OR PROCESSING ,t\NY DOClJi'-t1ENl. 
FROI\J1 THIS FILE FOR RELE,~SE TO 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC, CONTACT 
FOi/PA SECTION UNIT D, EXT. 5767. 

FBI/DDJ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MAY 181977 BY 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



44 -\HQ- 38861 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I .• 

~ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Louisville, Kentucky 
March 30, 1977 

\ 

ASSASSINATION OF 
MART IN LUTHER KING, JR. 

. On March 20, 1977, M. G. (Gene) S:p.yder, United 
States ·Representative, 4th Congressional District,· Kentucky, 
appearing on WHAS-TV ''News Conference", taped March 18, 1977, 
at Louisville, Kentucky, revealed that he believed investigation 
by the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) would be 
productive in light of some recent revelations even though 
he did not initially vote for funding of same. Snyder 
indicated that he had changed his mind in light of some recent 
information which he carefully explained so as to not "drop 
somebody in" or "say anything wrong about somebody, that 
shouldn't be said." 

Snyder indicated that he had received a letter a few 
weeks ago from a "citizen" whom Snyder described as being 
retired after many years from a responsible police department 
and that this "citizen", not further described, claimed to have 
been approached by three (3) "FBI officers" and three (3) or 
four (4) -nprominent people at that time in that police department." 
Snyder noted that this unnamed "citizen'' received this "offer'' 
on two (2) separate occasions in his automobile where he had 
a tape recorder secreted. Tapes were made of the "offer" 
on both occasions, however, one tape was subsequently stolen. 
Snyder noted that the other tape was retained by the "citizen" 
and has been furnished to HSCA by the unnamed "citizen" when 
the latter reportedly traveled to Washington, D. c., at his own 
expense in order to bring the above information to the attention 
of said committee. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not.to be distributed outside 
your agency. 

,-101..UT!O,i, ~ 
Q;-'(; ~ ... -cc <'_,,,_,% V 0 ~ J ojis/01 z.Lv..> i ~ 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Snyder has spoken with t:he unnamed "citizen" personally 
and in Snyder's opinion, the "citizen'' appears to be responsible. 
Snyder believed that the above ''lead" and other leads should be 
"checked out" and that because of same, United States 
Representative Samuel L. Devine (Ohio), Ranking Minority Member 
of· HSCA, now intends to vote for continuation of HSCA funding. 

Snyder revealed that the letter written by_unnamed 
"citizen" was received in the "regular United States Mail" 
and that the basic allegation is that the unnamed "citizen", 
who is a retired policeman, was approached l;>y "members of the 
FBI and unnamed police department" and encouraged to assassinate 
Martin Luther King,. rrr. When asked why Snyder received the 
letter, Snyder replied, "Time will have to tell." Snyder 
added that he ''didn't want to go into that.'' 

Snyder further revealed that the unnamed "'citizen" 
had been to Washington and that the HSCA now has possession of 
the above mentioned tape recording.which is being "washed down" 
to eliminate background noises such ·as a running automobile 
engine. Snyder has listened to the tape recording himself and 
describes same as having "some pretty inaudible sections'' which 
are being worked on at the present. Snyder noted.that the 
tape purports to deal with instant subject matter. Snyder 
indicated that he could not attest to the authenticity of the 
tape recording since he did not consider himself to be an 
electronics expert but noted same must be determined. 

Snyder declined to answer interrogatories as to 
whether the letter came from his- Congressional District 9r 
Louisville, Kentucky, noting he did not think he ought to 
place the unnamed "citizen" in jeopardy in the event the 
allegation is true, or people mentioned therein in jeopardy 
if the allegation is false. Snyder believed that the HSCA 
will have to decide when the names of individuals allegedly 
involved are to be released and made public. 

Snyder declined any further coJlllllent on the matter, 
noting that if .allegations were in 'fact true, the unnamed 
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"citizen'' furnishing the basis for -same would be in jeopardy 
from "FBI and others named'' in the 'letter, and if allegation 
was not true, "responsible per.sons'' would likewise be in 
jeopardy. Snyder assumed that the HSCA would give the 
individuals named in the letter an opportunity to express 
themselves at the appropriate time. 

Included herein are various accounts of revelations 
concerning the above mentioned allegation which have appeared 
in sundry newspapers throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
as indicated: 
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:.§nyiler_' give~~- ·pa~r 
;~!!_~g~!i ~:~.:.;_-Qf ,.,P 1.~.t•_.:.,:;··:.:. 

:t~· · is,~as_;t~~!~. :.!tfig 
0 • - • • • , • • 

By Jll\i ADAl\lS • .Snyder, who _,•oteq against the com-
c,ur1,r-Journal Stall Writer mittee initially, told The Courier-Journal 

; U~S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th :Oislrict, in an interview last night th'at he will 
said. yesterday that he has turned over .. vote to continue funds for its investiga­
fo the ijbuse Assassinations Committee tion solely on the basis of the. allegati,on 
an allegation that FBI agents and police brought to him. . . :_ : 
plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King . Snyder said he had_ no explanation for 
Jr. · ·, · · · · why the policeman brought the charges 
.. Snyder · said that .in late February he to him, rather than directly to the com­
received a letter from "a former police- mittce. The policeman asked Snyder to 
man" who claims he was twice offered put him in touch with' the comtnittec, 
$500,000 lo kill King. ' · ·· -the congressman said. · -. . .. . . , 

Snyder made hjs comments yesterday He said the former policeman _had at-
-while taping a WHAS-TV News Confer- temF,1:·d to turn a tape rc•rording·of the 
ence program, which· will b:? ·broadcast $50d.0CO offer over to Ray's attorneys, 
at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow on WHAS tclcvi- but finally was askc>d by one. of the at­
sion and radio. ·torneys' invcstigat_ors "where he planned 

Snyder would not reveal the name of to hide if he tried to do anything with 
the fqrmer policeman making the ._ the tape." - . . . . . .... , ., .. ;. :.: 
charge, or · the ~ames of three FBI · Asked if he ·belie,•es the'man's allega-

. agents and several policeman who alleg- fion, Snyder said, "I don't know. But I 
· Mly were . involved in the plot. Snyder t~i.Jk charges such as t,gis need to be 
also. decl;ned to name 1he police forre in~cstigated." : . - ..•. 

·that the man worked on for more than Snydcr'-..i,aid · he has discussed the 
20 years. · ch&rges with ·u.s-: Rep. Samuel L. De-
.. Snyder made no· connection between ,·inc of Ohio, the ranking minority mem­
the offer allcgc•dly made to the police- ber on the committee. He 'said Devine·, a 
man and the actual killing of King. former FBI agent, checked i.nto the 

"I have always had confidence in the man's background and found him to be 
major ·1aw enforcement agencies of this "a solid citizen." Devine could not be. 
country, and I had to assume that what reached last night. . 
they determined ( about the slaying) was Snyder told WHAS, "I have talked to· 
accurate," Snyder said. "Now I think him (the polir.em:in) personally and in 
this is something that needs to be im·es- my opinion· he appears to be a rcsponsl-
tigated." . . ~le citizen .... " . . 

Richard A. Sprague, the Philadelphia He told the television station, "He 
attorney w'ho is chid counsel for the (the former officer) was approached to 
usassinations committrc, last night con- assassinate 111artin Luther King. He 
firmed that Snyclc·r had turnc,d over ma- names three FBI officers, he names 
terial containing th<' ,illcgation, but re- three or four prominent" people at that 
fused to answer questions about it. timl' in the police department. He indi-

'.'The matter you rcfrr to has been cates that thr. offer was made on two 
ref erred to the committee and is under occasions in his automobile where he 
investigation," he said by telephone had a tape recorder, that hi! taped those 
from Philadelphia. items. On<' of"them (the tapes) was sto-

King was !-lain in :\Trmphis, Tenn., in lrn, the oth<"r h<' still has." · 
19GB, and James Earl Hay was convictccl Snyder .said the man ,rrnt to Wa~h­
of killing him. The House committee ington and eitlwr appC'ared before the 
last fall began inve~tii::1ting 1hc assas,i- committee or - was inlrrviewccl hy its 
nations of King and President John ~taff. Snyder said the commitkc has the 
Kennedy. The committee's funding ex- tape. Asked if he has a copy o! the 
pi res )\larch 31. . . , .. ;.• . . .'.- . ., tape, . , . ~., .. , .... .-. . ,.,_ ···4 

"Courier-Journal", 
daily newspaper 
of general 
circulation, 
Louisville, Kentucky 
March 19, 1977 
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f .. ·•· a. 0 Go . ,yr,,. ,.~•ia;·B. ' Mari 
:Snr. ei" ''.07~••;,, ~,,~!~-~~~";~~N..Y, · ••' :•:"':';~ 
~tlaiiiiS~··Polic~·,·ArtdpFBI~ 
'.i!¼A ... L'~~~~-~:ti- ·:~.!. ,,_.. . . .. . : __:,__ • ~ .. ~:. --'..a:..· . .: ~ ~, . -..L •.. ... :7.; .... 4. •• •.-: v.... .:JI"'-'' - ..... '""'·-~~. <,., . ...s 
.. "-··· ... - .... ¥.<-~.-.,~"; .· ... ..,l :•'·-~·· .... ·. ~--,,\--•-fL .. ':?_ ....... ~ -:,;;'-!'.,!J.,-, ·-~---:.S,:}•.tr~~ ►ro~'t'~-..... ,.· tPIOttea-rF o, Kill :Khi· c·.• 

-~~.:'.:;'1:" ·'<:;>;.-, ·M±· .'_ i-. ~- ~ :;r .--:. ·. ·. - .. ,.- .. , ·:.1••~£1:',1·_,. ... _ ....... ,,J.;.,:g-
t_ ... 'S"' • • • ·:--~ ,.. - • • - •• -.-:;--;:--:--··----·,-~"?;'j;r:. --~~ :-- -:':y r. -~=:~f- · . 
. it , ... c. By BILL HENDRICK. .a ., recording the man said he made~ 
?\i.??-.~ AasocJated Press Writer . . , ,-_.alleged assassination plot.. ~e refµsed 
<;:'.L()UISVILLE; Ky. (AP) - Rep. ~ say whether the ~an or the poµ"~e 
~·.Gerie Snyder, R-Ky ., said Saturday the department involved. were ... ~' K~n-
\ House Assassinations Committee is • tucky · . · ;, :~~-'~,l'~f~.s.;:i,~,;{~•·YJ'.rz!i;, 
' • • !,(,:-=:-.... ,.: ..... ~.~ ... ,\~ ... --•• •t•--· ~ .. 
:_:_investigating an allegation from a As~ed why the ma'1 contacted him 
.. •_'logical, rational" man who claims and let him listen to a copy of the· tape 
Cfieveral membe~ of a police depart- recording, Snyder. said "he ·may have· ,.. •·· . . . . 
fment and FBI agents plotted to kill Dr. · just been looking 'for someo_ne ·,with 
~;;Martin Luther King Jr. . ~- :·: •~ . .,;.~ . 11~rve, a'fighter;" ·, .. · :· __ .;_;. ?:<'.~;t-;ir 
~~, ..• ~nyder said he met the man "face to. .· Snyder_ re~d part ·of the letter. and 

1
., face" and that · "he ~ppeared to be .. · used tJ)e word ''blank''. where the µian 

rational,alogicalkindofman." ·· ~adusednanies. · .. ;--'·.; ·:t:i/;: 
· Snyder said he received a letter from · · ~•1 retired from: (blank) . i101ice · 

-.~~. ,.,~.~.~ ...... ~~~ ... listened to _ ~. tape _ ,..,·ti~partine.~t_ in .Jb!~~ ... ~.L~!~!~ .~~~!~t, 

/ 

blank) years," th.e letter said. "While · · 
• was· in the- police department I was. 
,innocently involved i~ a conspir~cy to:. 
assassinate Dr. Martm Luther Kmg. 
! ·· A•Jnvol~tl, in this 'conspiracy \iere 
tagents of the Federal Bureau of In­
f vestigtion, agents (blank),Jblank) and 
I (blank) and others that I did not 
, know," Snyder said, .c.ontinuing to read 
I the letter. "Members 9f the (blank) 
1 police department, chief of detectives, 

!
ptain (blank), lieutenant. (blank), 
ficer (blank I, lieutenant (blank) of 
e homicide bureau and president of , 

., he.FOP_se!geant I b:lank )/' . ..,·,-,'.'t:J':(>Y~i> 

5 

"Stat·e_. Journa ", 
daiiy newspaper 

· of general · 
circu·1ation·, 
Frankfort, 

· Kentucky, 
March 20, 1977 
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· MAm'IN LUTHER .. KING~- "·Ja·. · 
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,~11~~e:d ~()Ji~~ ;f,!~,~~'!)!,!f f !1.:!,!J;?~i,ftl 
~'~ ~~f!1.'5;f £gkf.141 R~l!~ ~~!1 Y:dJ!J:.S~1.. 
.;~.~ ·~f ~UISVILLE, Ky. (AP)-Rep. M. Gene Snyder (if-Ky.) .~s,dtt Saturday the House Assassinations Committee ls 
.~Investigating an allegation froI11, a "logical, rational" man 
who claims several members of a pollce department and 

· ~I agents p!otted to klll Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
. , · .Snyder said he met the man "face to face" and that "he 

· ,e.ppeared to be rational, a loglca(ktnd of man." , l.- · 
... , Snyder ~id he received a letter from the man and Us­

.. tened to a tape recording the man satd he made of the aJ-

i
eged assassination plot. He refused to•say whether the m~ 
r the pollce department involved were in Kentucky. . 

' .. '.·.!'! RETIRED fro~ (bl~nk).poltc~ d~p~~t~ent In (blank). 
. fl.er serving (blank) years," the letter said. "While I was in 
. the police department I was Innocently involved in a con-

. splracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King. ·.···.;· •--~'?:!' 
· "Involved in this conspiracy were agents of the Federal· 

Bureau of Investlgatlon, agents (blank), (blank) and 
(blank) and others that I did not know," the letter said, as 
l>n~der read.it, citing but not naming several other officers. 
. Snyder said he could not divulge the names or the id~n-

ttt.y of the-man who contacted him. . · • ·· \\ 
~ "What I'm saying,'' Snyder said, "is, those blanks m•ed· 

»t\~ be protected if there's nothing to· this. And if It 1s '1m 
a\~curate allegation that he's made, then the author of the 
~t,~r needs to be pro~cted. Th~ com~_1t~-~~-1:nvestigating 

. . . . . . .:• . - . ' . . 

. SNYDER SAID the man. "indicate~ further""'~th.e letie"r. 
tha:t. after he retired he contacted (a man) who, he says, is 

;-r:::S~DE·n ·sAID tie-wants" tlie" allegation to'be thorodgfi~ 
'IY 'In!' sUgated "and this guy ought to be protected fron!{ 
_any p oblems. If It ls inaccurate, then those people who hd 
,namf need to be protected. He names three alleged FBI 
age . , four or five members, prominent members at ttie 
time,,of a police department." ·, -~- ·· ··, 1.: ,.~ 

; . ·, The man has been Interviewed by the cominlt~'i· 
.Investigative staff, Snyder said. . . . •• , :- · ,,.: -~. 
\,· .... Snyder ~Id he_ recelv_:~ t~e let~r ~rom ~e man a~ ~~~ 
~. qi don't know If it is valid,• .he said. "'It Is up liO Uii:' 
~OD.ljlllttee ~ investigate IL" .. _. -~-~~;..i;~.i•~' 

. . 

t 

''Kentucky Enquirer", 
daily'newspaper of 
general circulation, 
Covington, Kentucky,· 
March 20, 1977 - . James Earl Ray's attorney ... " · -~ . 

llay is serving a life term in prison In connection with 
th~assa,ssinaton of the late civil rights worker who was " 
sla. n in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. .._, 

· ; Snyder said the former policeman claimed he ~as . ~tfl red !,500.000 on two occasidns to klli King. \ 
.• J . .- "'ff . -. .. - "" · · i· _ . • · - - •• • .;1· 
. . . . ... •· .. .. .. , 

Richard A. Sprague, thE· Philadelphia lawyer who.,is 
c}ll ef counsel for the assassh'1aUons committee confirmed 
·sityder had turned over material containing t~ allegation; 
and that It "is upder investigation." •. ; .• 
. The former policeman, Snyder said, tried to tum ove'r a 
tape recoi,dlng of the alleged $500,000 offer to Ray's lawyers 
but one of their·investlgators finally asked "where he plan; 

_:~ed. to hide. if he tried to ~o anything w~th the ta~ .... _.; ;_ ~i ; 
. SNYDER SAID he has discussed the allegation w1 ;h 

Rep. Samuel L. Devine of Ohio, the ranklng·m1norlty men1-
berrpr the committee. Devine, a former FBI agent, checl;d;(I 
In),~_ the man's background and found him to be a "solid 
c(tl~~n."-Snyder said. • . · · 

~Bnyder said the man told him the otters for him to·kni 
King were. made In his automobile, where he had a. tap~ 
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as saying he had two 

,tapes, one of w_hlch was either stolen or lost. Tlie other tape 
•has been turned over to the c:ommlttee Snyder said , 

. I ' "Most of it was inaudible to me," t;e said ... j co~ld make
1 

OU\a little. I made out enough lo believe and ascertain (.hat 
a d.~usslon was being had about King and money bl." J 

_i~ldn\.even l~stcn to all of it." . .. . , ~ , _'· • " : }" 6: 
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r . sSaSSi:ffiiiOii .. l 
~~:- prop6;'a:rtof~r '.) 
l~~l',t . . .. • ... · • ~ ...... ·. .•, ... ·.:. .. -:,·.:~,!~ ~11.l ... J~.-.. •~et,.·: r!: 
t<wu1SVILLE, Ky. (AP) ~ m~de. 1 --~,.~k-~Ji,~i":, .. •.•11,t 
;c U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., Snyder also declined • to 
•·says ·be bas. referred to the specify whether the Conner or­
. Bouse Assassination Commit- Cicer was from Kentucky. He 
lee a retired police officer who said the man contacted him by 

· dalms FBI agents proposition- letter:recenUy and that he later 
:· eel him to kill Dr. Martin Luther meM!.t1rman and listvned to one 
King Jr. . tape-recording. · . -: • 

I\. In statements bro~dcast Fri- Part of the tape was inaudi­
_, ·day on WlIAS-TV, Snyder said ble, Snyder said, but he was 
. the former officer, whom he able to discern that the subject 
' declined to name, has a tape was King's assassination. 
trecording of a··purported con- "I have talked"to him and in 
versation between himsel! and my opinion he appears to be a 

! FBI agents in which an alleged responsible citizen and I think 
suggestion was made to murder these kinds of leads need to be 

· King. · . :., . , · checked out,;• Snyder said. 
J ·According·. to Snf if er, the Sny~er said Assassinations 
former policeman "names Committee now has the tape 
·three FBI officers (and) three recording and is investigating 
or four prominent people atthat the m~tter. . · · .:.•: ~ :i 
time in the police department King was assassinated in 
(and) indicates that the offer Memphis, TeM., in 1968.· The 
was made on two occasions in Assassinations Committee 
his automobile where he had a recently said it had ni;,,w in-

lpe recorder." ··~ation on King's murdi!r, 
Snyder, who represents Ken- but · has not produced a:~y 

tcky's 4th District, declined to evide~ce of involvement i~Y · 
~me dates and the city where anyone other than the convk~ 
tlie purported ~ffers were k~~r,,James Ea~I Ray:,/: · 

"Sun.;..Democrat", 
daily newspaper of general circulation, 
Paducah, Kentucky, March 20, 1977 
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: $~j,d~r'. S8fS 1'.i~:,{J~ 
. }eveaied police plo!FJ 
,:;.Ji~•~.:··f .. O : .. •.• r:.1·•11 TE1•nu :,=. ·_-~}f~ 
-~- •~;,t· .. "e:':.~_:·. ~- . ~~- . t::, . : .. ; (,:, 
I o• !' ,.. f ' • .. r,,.,.. ~ 

0 
fl ~ ... • 

l ~'.:.·By BILL HENDRICK .•. · (blank), lieutenant (blank), of• 
: ·,;, · Associated Press Writer . _ f i c e r (blank), Ueutenant 
·,··LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP) - (blank) of the homicide bureau 
i Rep: Gene Snyd'er, R-Ky., ~Id and president of th~ 1 FOP s~r-. 
Saturday the House Assassma- geant (blank)." , 

; ·11 o n s · Committee is in- · FOB stands for Fraternal Or­
: wesUgaling an allegation from der of Police, a collective bar­
, s ... logical, rational" man wao gaining organization for police 
. claims several members of a officers. . , ; : 
! ),olice department · and FBI - Snyder said he could not di­
:· agents plotted to kill Dr. Mar- vulge the names listed in the 
. Jin Luther King Jr.. · letter or the identity of the man 
i ~ Snyder said he met the man who contacted him. ' ·.. · 
. !'face to face" and that "heap- "What· I'm saying," Snyder 
peared to be rational, a logical said, "is those blanks need to 
kind of man." ., . · be protected if there's nothing ' 

• · Snyder said he recei'l\ed a let- to this. And if it is an accurate 
'ter from the man and listened allegation that he's m:ide, then 
to a tape recording the man the author of the letter needs to 

; safd he made of the alleged as- be protected. The committee is 
; aassination plot. He refused to investigating it." , .· ·. ;---,J 
: iay whether the man or the po- Snyder said the man "in- · 
: liee department involv~d ~ere dica~es further in the.letter that 
: In Kentucky. · , after he retired he ' contacted 
:· · ~sked why the man contacted . who h\.~ays . Is Ja,me~ _Earl. 
:. him and let him listen to a •·~y•s attorney ... " .. ·.-: 
; copy of the tape recording, Sny- Ray is serving a life ~rm in 
i der said · "he may have 'just prison in connection with the 
i been looking for someone with · assassinaton of the · late civil 
.. nerve, a fighter." . . . · rights worker who was slain in 
.: :Snyder read part of the letter Memphis, Tenn., in 1968 • 
. , and used the word "blank" Snyder · said the fo~er · po­
',wher~ the_.·. man _had use~. liceman claimed he was offered 

names. · •' · · t kill t .... "I retired from (blank) police $5_00,000 on two occasions o . , 
. department in (blank) after Kmg. ::, ... :·">: .ht• ►'· :~ 
: s,erving (blank) years," the let- Richard A. Sprague, the 

ter said. "While I was In the Philadelphia attorney who is 
· police department I was in- chief counsel for the assassina­
, nocently involved in a con- tions committee, ,confirmed 

splracy to assassinate Dr. Mar- Snyder had turned over miile-
tin Luther King. · · rial containing the allegation. 
· .. Involved in this conspiracy "The matter you refer to has 

were. agents of the Federal Bu- been referred to the committee 
reau of Investigtion, agents and is under investigation," 

• ·(blank), (blank) and ( blank) Sprague said. · , : If 
·· 1d others that I did not Snyder said he would vote to 

. le ow," Snyder said, continuing continue funds for the com­
.• ,ti read the letter. "Members of mittee's continued existen-~e 
• ti e (blank) police department, solely on the basis of the alle-
i ef .of detectives, captai~ gation brought to him. .. ,, ... 

8 I 

"Sun-Democrat", 
daily newspaper of 
general circulation, 
Paducah, Kentucky 
March 20, , ~77 
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,,,, .... f ... ,V ,\ .... · -- • • · · ·. · · ., I · '" ~•l!>!t<,!i \,('j '1,:;i f-1• t::t~s~;:t.J·/t~1\':_·fel To King "Assassination· T~ ·.-.-\.1.,·:;~~;'.t!.~td 
•·~~~•t•'•~~~.,:-:•,~ '~ •L• • ' • •.•,~:~;•.,•:•i,i,.~ 
ti;t',.•·'',\'1;.(,V,.<1>· .,•,..,J-'. '.;'[; ,"J:,!, ,,,..,-;, .I· I·•.-'•• 1-_••·~ i..••~;;,~,•,· •,:·•·•,•,-.~~-•:•i,-:-->o\,"'r)' 
•. - •• ~ 1 ..... ,_.._.._·,,.!•.:··· •···; ~·-,1~r .... ( '-; ."(;: .. •• .. •.,T..f r ,..~., _:i,.,-~,\•.- ... _. ~-"1.,>•iff 

ftL6tiiSVILLE, Ky. CAP> 1 ,Snyder. said'~the ... former three or. four 'prominent r~ U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, officer, who he declined to people at that time in the 
: R-Ky.; says he has referred name, has a· tape recording _ police department (and)'' 
{lo the House Assassination of a purported conversation indicates that the offer was 
Committee a retired police between himself and FBI made on two occasions in · 

: officer who claims FBI agents in which an_ alleged his automobile where be . 
agents propositioned hi~ to sug~tion was made to .. , had a tape· recorder.ti · ·. ,: 
killDr.MartinLuther_King_ murder l\ing. : ·.-.·_ .. _::.·.Snyder, who represents 
Jr .. ~ ... i: •"'· .• ~-· ·,·. r. :::; ; .1 · :- According to Snyder, the· Kentucky's 4th District, 

:
1~'ln_ ~ ... ~=ts broadi!ast former policeman "names declined to nam~ dates and 

Friday. on ..... , WHAS-TV, three FBI officers (and) the city where the pur­
.:.~-.. -~1'1.,. .,, · · · · · por~ed offers were_- made._ 

"Messenger", 
daily newspaper of 
general ctr6ulation, 
Mayfield, Kentucky, 
March 21, 1977 ·-s.~ 

9 

1
:;· :,-Snyder also decbned to· 
fspecify whether the former 
,:~officer was from Kentucky. 
(He said the man contacted 
;'biin by letter recently and . 
::that -he later. met the man 
~ and listened. i~ : one ta~ · 
'. .recording. . · -(' · .::--~h{,,-.~ 
t · Part of the tape was in­
:;:audible, Snyder said, but he 
\vas able to discern that the 
_.subject was _ ~~11g's_ 
.assassination. • -. , -:·,'. 

.. C::~----~·•1 have talked to him and. 
:in my opinion he appears to 
;be. a responsible citizen and 
. I think these kin'1s of l~ds ,• 
.need l<> be checked out,"'. 
;Snyder said. . . I;' •'if:( 
, S n y "d e r · s a 'i. d · 
· Assassinations -Committee 
now has the tape recording 
. and is investigating the . 
-matter. . .''. 

.~ , King was assassinated in 
·. Memphis, Tenn., in 1968 . 
. ··The Assassinations 
·Committee recently said it 
had new information on 
'King's murder, but has not 
produced any evidence of 
involvement by anyone 
other than the convicted 

_,Ju,Ucc, ,lames ~arl Ray. _ • 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

··. B!:,R~.!'if ~. ,Pl~(T0~~!JJ ., M·?rt~ ~;:tith~:f J.i~ij 
'.. s· ~eY~~l~d by· Kentuc~}' CongreS's°llfofr: 
,,.-,. ',,. ~,.i .·/·,·.· .. · ~-· ·- O,•J...1~;•.i,tl" · .·- i-'"'"t···•-.it·. 
i' _.,._, t ,I • • • ••a -~•f' . 71 '- ••~• • •.' I• ,_yr . 

·.{>_:·By RICHARD L. ~ALKER , · . • .. S~yder, ··who originally ?i>i>~se<f 
:;,:,;(..).· "t United Preu lnlernallonat :.· creation or the House _Assassmat1ons 
ftLOUJSVILLE, Ky. - Rep .. Gene Committee/now ~.1ys h~ int~nds _t9 
.: Snyder, R-Ky., says he underst1r1ds vote for the P_c1nel s,.contmuauon .. 
. Che House Assassinations Committee Snyder said his informant had 
· has "some_ right substantial leads".,in turned over a tape recording or a 
:;regard to the Martin Luther"King Jr. conversation. y,hich he" says COl)tains 
: murder case, besides the information details of the half-niillion dollar offer 
· ht relayed to them Qn an alleged as- to kill King. l:Ie said the ex-officer, 
:~ssination plot among FBI agents . now involved in private security 
.and police_. . . , . ·, ·. -~ ,---.~--'.'..'! •,. --:• 1 work, had b~en to. Washington to tell 

.:• :: , Snyder disclosed during the week- ffis ~to~ "to 1~vest1~ators for the as­
: end that a retired police officer sassmat,ons committee, but had not 
wrote him last month outlining an al- · fonnally testified. · ) . · , . . . · ,~ 1:t 

_ lege<f conspi:acy involving th~ee FB_I . ;,1·:did think .that /~·a; ~·i1;ing i~-, 
. agcn.~s and. three ~r. fou_r police om- something that was explosive whether 
: ~ers to k_1ll the ClVI_I rights _leader. accurate or not accurate," Snyder 
: ~n)'.der. 'Said the retired policeman said. "That's the reason why. I ~hink 
. cla,~~d he. was offered .$500,000_ to ·l must be very careful not to reveal 
w~m•t the murder.. '. - either who the writer was or who he 

: fhe Kentucky congressman tie- med · h' 11 •· .. · · 
· clined to name the officer or his city na _ m 18 a egat~ons. , . ;, ·, 1 
:t>0licc force. But United Press Inter- -~ Richard Sprague, chief counsel fOiT 
·_nat_ion'\l learned fro_m a reliable. the assassinations comm_ittee, hall 

. i0~1rce yesterday that the alleged plot confirmed that 'the alleged plot tll 
.-Inv.lived some high-ranking policemen which Snyder referred was under iJtlJ 
ani FBI ~gents from Louisville dur- vestigation and _refu~e!,!~~~-~-c~E!· .• 
Jng. the m1d-l960s, .. . ' : ·.,. . ·ment. -~.:, · .. 

"Lexington Herald", 
daily newspaper of general circulation, 
Lexington, Kentucky, March 21, 1977 
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GENE SNYDER 
·,_,.,•. _Discloses PlPl . x; ... 
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"Or if he's not accurate· I don't think 
the p_eople he mentioned ought to have 
ili~ir good names 3meared.

1
' • • • · 

... ,. nyder also ·declined to name the 
thre~ FBI agents and four or five· police 
office,s the information said were involv­
·,<t in the alleged plot or to identify the 
.o1icc department they were connected 
..vitti . 

; . Howeve~. Rep. Samuel De~ine, R: 
Ohio, the ranking minority member of the 
assassination panel and the collcagu~ to 

~horn Snyder first took the letter, s.,jd 
~~nday the man was a former J.ouisvil1~ 
po,iccman, although he said he was not\ 
sur~ what the man's status was at the 
1imP nf lhe nllel!ed offer. 

"Ke ' · • 'fltucky Post" 
· .. daily newspaper 'of 

.. general circulation,~·· 
Covington, Kentucky 
~arch 21, 1977 · · 

·11 
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· ASSASSIN~TION OF .. ·, .... ,· 

'MARTIN: .. ~LUTHE~ KING, -_JR •. ·:·····-- .-,·· 
~ • •' .. ,! ~ ·. . ~--~: -~.,; .... .-.--,/: • ... ~ ',.. ' 

:°f:~~-lt~~e~ai~{~~:-;:;;,~hcther~t~-c;·~ :r,' 
tm~ ·named in the letter were also Loi is­. ,·,ii, policemen because none of the ~n-• 
gr smen would say. Snyder, whose con­

·,gressional district includes suburban l Louisville, said only, "It wasn't too hard 
. for me to check and find out if in fact 
t~y~ad ~n officers, ~nd they.were." : 
.. · -The offer about which the mformant 
t~ys he has pers'?nal knowledge allegedly 
I took place two or three years before Dr. 
:tl(ing was shot to death in Memphis in 

1968, an informed source said. . ~ 1 
t:-~"He said •in 'his letter ·that he was· 

\

ol ered $500,000 and the offer was ma·, e in 
1ill car equipped with a tape recorder· nd 
be; as· a recor~_i~g of the conve~sation, :~ 

:.said Snyder. . . . ..- ,..;. .~ 1 
:'. "And the!} when· 1 talked with hiin;•· 
:-ahe congressma~ continued, ':he ·told me 
·,~at actually· there were two conversa- · 
tlions b~t the one tape has been either 
,misplaced or st,.olen. .·• ·: _,,·· ·-:: 
~~ . ·• 

l
~ '. "He has 0Jle tape and he's turned it 
OJ.er to the committee." . · • · ~-

• ·. '., Snyder believes he nevt'r me't the mi· .. 
·_1,ei, re the letter arrived in his office 01 ~~e\ _ 28. _He said Devi~~- a ,forme~ F~\I 
·age t, had the · man :~vestigated and 
· re ! rted ba<;,k to him "thf t the guy chec~- · 
~~ out good. . .. -. ...,~· ,.-lf•:~1-~.,,:-<-.,.i.-~ 

;-•-<('In a meeti'ng ~ith the mari'aticr he:i 
. flew to Washington to \>e interviewed by 
the committee staff, Snyder said "he did 
not impress me as_ anybody who had any: 
-~ind_of_mental problems." ./· · .'.: _.. 
b:. Devine said he hadn't ~J · the man, 
and he knows of no information "he was a 
r:PSY:t·" --~~--~-- 4:i•.:~--•f; .. ~"-.~,'i-"~ 
~,~:1r• · ;_._. · ... ~ .. _.:,- .•. , t. t. •• ~v~ ... • · .'-~-~.: .. '""-· t\ , 
!'.~:,-1i d Rep. ·Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, who ·•<l 
·chairing the subcommittee dealing specil\ 
·icall~ith the King assassination, said he\ 
~as t M by Devine the man' checked out 
•as -:a "highly repected police officer 
repute, to be a reliable individual." ·. : 
:'.: Sto~es said he's taking the man's alle- · 
gation "seriously." , .,. , • ,., · · .,,:_.~_. 
~,,,.,Coming to Snyder was ·a {a.st reso_rt 
for the former policeman. , 
.-:· -~In his letter he indicated that after 
,he retired from the police department he 
made an attempt to get this to James 
Earl Ray's attorneys,"- said Snyder. Ray 
pleaded guilty to killing Dr. King in 1968 
an::-'~'s serving a 99-year prison sentancer 

\ . e mc1n was rcferrrect" hv .• ,.,... ~\•f 
R~ :s··;tt01:ne·ys to a Fredri~k, M~ .• invet:­
;ti~or, said Snydl'r, and_called him. , 
_ .: Snvder" said he'll no.,.._ vot~..!.? ~ecp tCc 
!Jia~ 1 .going because "1- i\nk t~c polkt~, 
mat 's story needs ~o be_ 1rvcsl1~~~-~·}?:,1 
find out what there 1s to it. • ... · .· .. , • ·~ 12 

\ . 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MART IN LUTHER KING, JR. 

• f '!!!r*r At1orrier· Sars·~~ 
:: Che~ke~ Kentucky Leacls. ,

1 
-:: WASHINGTON (AP) .:... One of 
.James Ear) Ray's lawyers says 

"' 1 that mor~ than a year ago he 
dooked into an allegation that 
&Louisville police and FBI agents 
. plotted to kill Dr: Martin Luther 
iKing and concluded "there· 
'.wasn't much to it.'! . , ... ., -,.,.,,.,~ 
:' ,ne lawyer, James H. Lesar, 
.~id yesterday that even if the 
allegation of a retired Louisville 
policeman is true, "it was .re­
mote from the assassination" be­
·cause the man alleges there was 
only talk ancl not an attempt to 
kill the civil _rights leader. · 

~· A House assassinations com­
mittee aide said investigators 
have ta!~ to the retired police- ... 
man, whif' wa;; _not identifie<;f 

~

blicly, and are checkj!}g hi~ 
s . ry without presu~ing . hoW:l,~­
, ch substance there 1s to 1t. · 
. ' . . ., '' .. 

"Lexington He_rald", 
daily newspaper of 
general circulation·, 
Lexington, Kentucky, 
March 22, ;·1977 
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· ASSASStN.ATION OF: 
.. ,MARTIN . LUTHER KiN~.~ JR. 

"Kentucky Post", 
daily newspaper of 
~eneral circuiation~ 
Covington, Kentucky, 
March 22, 1977 

,;• 
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." ASSASSIN.AT ION OF 
MARTIN· LUTHER KING, JR. 

'ilhls. You can.lfve· with it, but 'you're not 
pei~rul." • .. '.'ol·}•f: (~ ,ti;J~,:;,.,~'. 

,::>-, ~rs. Baird was ~o,·;~;r;h~th;~ ~ 
· .alleg"-d offor came in 1966, or 1967. R -:( 
'riots gripped Louisville in 1967, spark d 
''by an open housing drive led by Rev. A. 
• D. King, brother of Martin. ' ' '';; · 

. t • \ ' . -,-.. ,_'A: D. King was pastor of Louisville'~ 
lMt. Zion Baptist Church from 1965-69, anc 

·~ after-movi!,g to AJlanta, dro~ed in hi~ 
i ~e pool 1n 1970. . ; ,.-, .. .Jr.• •. 

•· '· · Baird is working on· an undercover 
~investigative job, and could ndt be reach­

,. ed or sev~ral days, his wife said, . 
i ~ ~ s .for the identities or alleged· con-

~
·ra tors, '"I've heard names but&. could 

t ' if • e , you:- my life depended »n it I 
r.~dn t tell you," said Mary Baird. 

J.4 t'Sources involved in the House com 
.' mittee probe of the assasinations of"'Kin{ 

· '. _and President John F. Kennedy said Ba.ire 
ris expected to testify under oath to the 
.identities or the FBI agents and Louisvill, 
._policemen in the alleged conspiracy .. 

-~-,.._ Committee sources told Scripps-How 
. ard reporters the Louisville allega,tion 
~ ~re · considered "hot.". One commel.~•ted 
~They are_placing it at the top.". .: 

1 

---· .. . . - --~.•-·t. ...... ~ .. -..... - k~.-.,.. .:. 

i!,.'\ll1.f·. ~7 ,~t 
I

, .. 
'i,.'(_,:. ~-r-: .,;;r.·,~-~=---•· ? ,--·: 

• :I • ~ ·~· •• ~ •• ,,"::. ·,; ~- ''.,, ~~ ~ if P.' .. , ' ·t1···•;-i.' , .... ~·,, - : ••. 

1J,)i~it 1'.i:t~~it; 
·1~~1• , <' \.? 'f,'.-l' .. ;, • /,;t _:;,,.,L ., '· .. ,:;• <!-. ~;t ·-tr:._~:f ~:·) -~-. f .;> _. 
' ~--·~· •·"'.'-•~~-.i',(:.~ .:6•;..,;, .A, • .n...t:: 

. /I 
~ 

1 
CLIFTON E. IlAlRD 

.:.~~- .•~· key figure in King prr,be. 
It 

' ./ 
( 

f-~.· ti. t 
i:.;Jl-. ;c ,'di A .. •· 

::)jary \laird, 44, has known for seven years the secret her husband · 
~·9µ1o_n~ is sharjng with the House Assassinations .Co"?~i-~t.ee:, • ..:.:./ ;, 

15 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARI' IN LUTHER, KIN~, JR. 

, ' ~ ' 

!~ay fa~yer a~~miss~~;-:~~?1~y -~=v 
b~~ J?l?~. i11Loui~viUe to kil_I ~Gng' 
r : · . Aasoclaled Press . · (Snyder refused last night t,, confirm 
: WASHING~ON - One of James Earl or deny that the policeman was retired 
! :Ray's lawyers says that more than a · . -· . ., .. 
, year ago he looked into an allegation from t?e Lou1sv1lle de.partmcnt. I thmk 
:that Louisville police and FBI ai::cnts I've said enough,'' he said. "I just don't 
, .plotted to_ km Dr. Martin .,Luthe; Kin,g think I ought to _nail~~- ~own.") ti .. 
Jr. He said }le concluded there wasn t . On a I l d tt 

1
·h H 11 - "d 

. much to it " • re a e ma er, e ouse .a1 e : . · . ·. 1 ~Id two commilJ,s:c ro11R2.bcrs will h1ter, :j•"J:'he lawyer, Ja~es H. Lesar, _said yes-

1

. view R11y today.,_ . ,: . _, ., "-~- .,., .:. .. \- ... , . 
erday that even 1f the allegation by a · ... · - · 
efircd Louisville policeman is true, "ii 

·. as ,remote from the assassination" be~ 
. au~e.thc man says there was only tatk· 
and not an attempt l.o.··kiu the . civil: 

' nghts" leader. ,.- ;. :-::- ... ,.- .:.»,· ,i,,;, ·, .. ·l.rj 
'•• ~ .-: ; ~ , •. ~ ··~ -:~,--t ,.._. :· '·•. 
;' · A->:.- House ·assassinationi:; · comnutlec_ 
· aide said invcstii::ators have talked to'. 
the retired policeman, · who was not 
Jderitified publicly, and are checking his· 
,tory. · ...... -\. ... · • ·. ~ 

, J..csar said the\ retired -ro1icrman. told 
· him In a letter that other Louisville po• . 
)icemen and FBI agents tried to hire ., 
him to kill King. . 

: . Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., disclosed 

,.
last wcrk that the policeman also wr<ile 
him a Jetter containing the allegatic:n. 
Snyder said he turned it over to 'j:' it 

_ assassinations coinmittce. : . 

"Courier-Journal", 

-

daily newspaper of .general circulation, 
Louisville, Kentucky, March 22, 1977 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
-MART IN · LUTHER KING, JR. 

I .• · 
·1.;. 

,., 
.: ,:· 

·j. 
-~··'" .1.h?; 

• 1., ., ,. • L\t 
::,, ... -;:: 

·;Ei£Ass1issiiiafi"o#n~~ ~ ~ 
!J~liie ideiitified +. 
-·~::tf'- :. !~\ \~) ~,~~ : ·;i\. t.; ~ :t .. (1 ~- -~\ ~--· . ··~-,~ ~-,,..~7) ~,1_ 

:. ·,LOUISVILLE, Ky: (AP) in which the alleged plot oc­
The wife of a former Louisville curred, but said he ref erred the 
policeman has told newsmen .man to the House assassina­
ber. husband, Clifton· Baird, is tions committee. · :- ·· . ··1 .• '.\, ~ 
the source of the allegatfon that Contacted at home Tuesday 
FBI agents and some members night about whether Baird was 

."of the Louisville police depart- the •man, Snyder refused to 
: ment plotted to kill Dr. Martin . comment. . · : ~ .. ::c! ,;.. ~ ;rr.: -'1.1.I 
;·Luther-King:· · · · ···::_ : ... -:;1; : Earlier, Snyder quoted from 
'. · But Baird, 50, now employed a Jetter be said the man bad 
by ~ private security agency, mitten which said, ;'While I 
was out of town and unavailable was in. the police department I 
for comment. · · · . ·'. · · .. · !;'.~;; was innocently involved in a 
... ~e is reported to have been a · conspiracy to assassinate Dr. 
patrolman on the Louisville . Martin Luther King." : •.- :t.i 

police force from 1949 to 1975. The congressman said of the · 
· .. :Baird's wife, Mary, ~4, was -man making the allegation: "I · 
:quoted by WHAS-TV and The don'tthink that he's a kook. I'm. 
: Courier Journal as confirming not hf a position to say whether 
, her husband _was the source of . he's telling the truth or not, but . 
allegations that he was offered ~,does not appear to me to_»e a 

. $500,000 to kill the· civil rights peiion other than totally r:a- . 
-Jeader,·whowasassassinatedin tional." . · ··,,-· ... _· ,-.',1 
: 1968. James Earl Ray was im- Snyder said he _listened to a? 
prisoned in Tennessee on a tape . recprding, now· in the · 

,murder charge stemming from bands of House investigators, 
~tJ}e assassination. · . · · • .,_,i,1.-;_ which purports to contain con-

W HAS a 1 so quoted a versations relating to the alleg­
spokesman for the Ho_use Select ed conspiracy. .,\..- , .; 
_Committee on Assassinations . A committee spokesffian said 
_as confirming Baird· was the the allegations are being in-· 
source of the allegations. ··. vestigated. If the House votes • 

. Attempts Tuesday night to next week to extend the com­
;reach Mrs.· Baird about the_ · mittee's charter, com~ittee in-

. media reports were unsuc-· vestigators may meet with the·. 
cessful. . ·, _,., :: . . . · ;-. .- pian in Louisville next month;_ 
· Rep. Gene Snyder, ~-Ky:, the spokesman said. · -~ 
disclosed last week that he talk- Louisville Police ··chief John.· 
ed with a retired police officer Nevin said the department has 
who claimed he was offered not received any official com­
money to-.kill King. Snyder did JJl uni ca ti on s from the, 
not namt the officer or the city assassinations committ~e. ~ 

•,' •.,"1'· --.! .. 
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"Sun-Democrat 11 
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daily newspaper ·of 
general •circulation,' 

• Paducah, Kentucky, .., ·. 
March 23, 1977 
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·.ASSASSINATION· OF .. 
MARTIN LUTHER/KING, JR. 
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,! 

TM""" .. UitWhO '. . ave illltirilliitiOTtOlt'~} ·· . . · . . g . . . .·.• ., ....... v.,.. ,._.,. ,. • ~ • ··r··-t· ~-••:. , ... l~-~~,~~-u : • ,. '; .· ••• ·•·-~-- ,., .. --.....~, &\..-. . .,: . 3, · , ·:. •. ." • • 1 ·" • • ,•-.••. ._ ·'\.. ,tlait,'!'' f .. -· .. ! 1" .. • .. ,.,,., : ..• -- ··~:- _.._.: • ... -. • • .- .:.-. . •. ·•. ~ ••• ·••J.: i -· • •.:...;,...•:. l.· . , ........ , .. •!~- ·· , .. ;•ar·t , .. ,: .. !?. (i·'' -~ .'' • __ .. .,,;,- ,rv .. --··. 
1: l'"'llill"sf [(ill . - j,s·-ex:ioUisville, :officfit' ;'0-@ •. •.;. -:.•.·••'-:e,'\· g .. ···s.·v'•• ..... ._.:.:,,i,'•.;,.;;.•.~ i/•••~:,;~~• • ·•••·•·•· . • 
·~-.. ··t" ., ·---~ ,- ............... ~~------....-..-............... -: , ....... "' ••. ,. ··. J'-, • 

f · JT.:£; JOIIN FILIATREAU ........ ·:• ··t,oe r~corder, ~~<i° Baf;;nti'n"lposs;ssio~· 
:/- ·• ..• c,ur1tr.Journ11 511ft Writer - , of a tape that supJ>orts his allegations.ir-:"" 
.f The ex-policeman who recently told According to Snyder, Baird wrote, 
~ U.S. Rep. l\l! Gene Snyder abo1i1t an "While I was in the .Louisville Police 
'. abortive conspiracy to murder Dr. Mar- Department I was lnriocently im•oJved in 

:· tin Luther King Jr. has been identified · a conspiracy to assassinate )lartin Lu­
···as Cli_!lon E. Bair,d, 50, wh? ~.etircd a~ ~, ther ~{ing." • : , . . . . -;~ • : :- · : . 1; 
patrolman from . the Lou1sullc . Poh~e Baird reportedly, identified several · 

:' Department _in 1975 an~ now h~es in members of the alleged conspiracy, in­
._ Fern. Creek. :. . . ·. . · -~- . '·. ':~ · -· ~ · t!uding at least thr~e FBI agents; the 

. lla1rd was 1denbf1ed as Snyder's mwr- city's chic! or detectives, a captain, two 
·.mant in yesterday's edition of The Ken- lieutenants, a patrolman and a ser;geant 

· · lucky Post, which caJled him "a 27-year · who was president of the local lodge of 
veteran of the LouisvilJe force, now •jn the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) ... 

;the private-security business." · .: .. · . · -:·:. -The last reference· apparently· is to 
-~ In a brief interview at her--ho'm'; ta'st Tom Denton, ·who ·;.retired. earlier ·'this 

night, Baird's wife l\lary 44 confirmed year as president of ·FOP Lodge 6. Den-~ 
• that it was her husband' wh~ told sn·y- ton, who has said he is conside,ring run." 

der, R-4th . District, about the · aJleged ning for Jefferson pounty sheriff, said 
plot to kiU King, the civil rights activist ye~lei'day, "I swear I don't know any­
shot to death in Memphis,. Tenn., in thing about it ..• I was quite surprised 
1968. . ' , ~:-;-:, . :· J~i/~;.=:,~ .q Jhatit was in LouisvilJe." . 

Mrs. Baird declined to coinme'nt fur} · ·Former Chief -,ot Detectives Priest 
ther, except to say that her husband is Fr).; another of those apparently re­
ont of town and unavailable to news-· ferrcd to in Baird's Jetter, said last 

. men. ·. · •, · ·.', ~•· f~ (. ~;nigh_t · .that he "knew: of" Baird, but nev-
. Baird reportedly claimed he .. was. oi: ·er heard, anylhi!Jg about the aUeged plot 

lered $500 000 to kill King and said the to assassmate Kmg. 
cons1,i!'acy' involved FBI agents and oth- C'!rref1'..LouisviUe · Police Chicil John. 
er· Louisville polircmen. According to N~vm sail!' th~ _department_ ha_s not re­
Snyder, the offer to Baird was made in ce1ved any off1CJal commumcahons from 
Baird':; car, which was equipped with a the congressional committee investigat-

.. ·· - ~ · · · · ' ing King's assassination. • : · ·· ... ;. 
, •.. Nevin said he may have known Baird/ 
· but he "didn"t know him very well. Of 

·. course. we were from different genera• 
:tlons. .. , .My first reaction to the thing 
,was that it was preposterous." 
·. . C. ·J. Hyde, a longtime Louisvrne po-, 
Hceman who became .chief in 1968, said 
he remembers Baird as ".a very fine po- . 

Jice officer. . . • He was a tan, hea•;ysct 
· · leUow who wasn't afraid of man or 

beast. If I was going. on a job and ex- .. 

~c'.~~'.-~ ~~~~bl~•-. L I'd_. want .. h!~tr with,. 
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Reiirea POliceman,srwir_e~sa'i 
: . . . .• , •.•..•• ;.:• ' ..... • •• .,,. ,7', .,•: • "·' 0

-'•'•'•·•:,\- ••• ····!. ~ •. • ,, ... ,.,.'.; • -~ ... ' •. 'i ,.- ·. ·,: .... :,::,i~·. (. •:. ;',·., ,.:-:." .:,:;,1 •• ~..:': ·' • • . y. \·;.· 
:11~;t~iiir1~·1aror1riii';•'.:;Pirii"~;~~~i~ 
t···,;+-~:,,;:,, a>,·•'.'·,· ,•,~.p;••·•~·,: '·,,·,lJ<l:cc"'"" · •: · ·'•IP~.fW;if•"'.:,,).;;-~. :t,;,-.i..,~A-· ~g ;,, . .S:-1 ..... • .r,:,,,...-&1lj;,mr~ 
,,.,.,,?f,r:;_::+.:f':·'-i:_.,_:;.6) .. ·:"~.,.~JJ)'\,_~:'f.h~''··~-~-; ·..1 .~.~';;,:.:.,:.:~ •.• <',:: . ·~~~,._,.;.,;; ' ······• .. ~\4-il),,.l;,,ft"""···•-i..~ ·. . 

t!tit:AJ.,ouISVILLE, Ky. fAP)--The wife of a ret(red .. 
1-~pollcema~ confirmed Wednesday It was her hus~· 
:band who .told Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) of an 
-alleged plot by Federal Bureau of "Investigation 
::(FBI) agents and Louisville ~ollce omcers.to. 
:· assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. . ___ •·1,ii ;::z ,_,":~Mary Baird, 44, said her husband, Clifton E. 
: ·.t,atrd, a former Louisville police omcer, told: 
· .Snyde~ of the alleged plot. · . ,: "•· -.):: .:·/;.;,-i_:-.f~{-ij 

_ _,1 _:,:~:. : •i?·.·::,.l!:, •'- . · · ! ·. ,•, ... \-~~~~ _'\1f) ;,,_. ~~:ij·-;\~.;?~"~~ 
¥.:'''. :< • SNYDER QUOTED Baird as saying the offer. 
;;was made 1n a car by members of several mem­
,bers of the Louisville Police Department and 

--::Mveral :FBI agents .. ::;,, .:- ... ,.:·c.".t,~ '.:,-.;;...:-Jr..~·"'"' >: ·: . 'Mrs. Baird said her husband reil~ed from\h~'!' 
:. l:.ouisville Police Department several years a.go 
., after 'J:1 years service. . · .. : .. ....... ...:..:....,~~~_.:.;~~~ .;~ 
fj:°. "He told me about this when I first married 
~~:_him, seven years ago," Mrs. Baird said in an; 
· h}terview. "I think he thought he wasn't going to · 

'. be~!~~~; :aid the man .. tdi~tl~ ·h~ ~t i~!f;~eJ i 
·•·$500,000 on two occasions to kill Ki\3.j. · ..... -:.-),'.,1,-;;••\ 
. . Mrs. Baird said she believes one reason her_~ 
husband came forward with the allegation •Was 

)·~cause "he wants to know why someone asked"· 
thtm" to kill King, who was assassinated 1n Mem~ ; 
: phis, Tenn., In 1968. ·: . ·.,, : )if;/.· .:\_•,·"'~ 
L. "It sure has been on his mind," Mr~. Baid · 
t said. "He said it Just got to bothering him a . 
'. at's why he contacted Mr. Snyder." . , ... " 0 , • 11. 
. . Jle_!'_~u_sband, before .<:ontactil}&' Snyde~, to_l 1 __ 

f~ne of James Earl Ray's attorneys of tile aue I,,· 
~]~ot, she said. Mrs. Baird said her husband was 
. ·"disc·ouraged" after talking with the attorney. 
"· Ray Is serving ~years IJ1 prison for the slaying 9f 

L~ng. •"'<';,ii .//:})t\\2#:~if.'.\:-.k~if~;-~J·';;•fP i~6J[l 
· . · .. SNYDER, WHO dlsclcsed last week that he 
: had heard from a man who claimed k~owledge . 
. . of a plot to kill King, refused to divulge the man's 
1.·.i· me.· i: ,, ... • ~ , .... : ., ... • :,•·•· .. . f : 
'.· · Baird told. his wife "he was offered $500,000 to 
.... 111" King and "be didn't appreciate It," Mrs. 
. airdsaid. · .· .... · ... , .. , .· !.,.; __ · . • . : 
t. . •· , ,.: ·>«.;..,. ·.:,v,.,>;},. it\.l , .• , :,.1.\,. e..._ ., ., .. ,,,.;st~ M'• .. -.., · i 
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ASSASSINATION ·OF 
.MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

l-----'rJ:·~f ;~~i.!fr~:ii~~~!~~i-~ 
ganization r or police officers. · 

; . . t .. , Snyder said he could no~ divulge the 

f 
r names listed in the letter or the 
r Identity_ of the m~n who contacte~ h~. 

klhere's nothing to this. And if it is an 

. I 

... . i 
I ' 

. '. 
i' 

1

1 · 1. ••What I'm saying," Snyder ~d, 'liis 
· those blanks need to be protected if 

. faccurate . allegation that he's made, 
~ ~· n the author of the letter needs to be . _ · · · .. · . 
/ ~·; otected. The committee is ~- · · · ....... -, c·:· · •·~·· . .--. ,:·~·._ ·. · .· · 
· '' estigating it ,.. • -·· · , .... , ·, · J ~ · : '·. . .. .. . . • . ...1 ~n Snyder sald· the. ma~ . · .. iJidicJI ~s'·· ... "'.'icTtie" matier'yourefetto.,has. been ..,;·":ofth;·c"c;~file-;'.~ne:~r-: fri:;~ f 

: urther· in - the "letferihat after Ike referred to the committee and is ~der. FBI agent, .checked into the man'· ·. 
retired he contacted who he says is investigation," Sprague s;iid.. · - ._. .. :: background and· found him to .be a · 
James Earl Ray's attorney .... " Snyder said he would ·vote to _con-~. "solid citizen," Snyder said. · ·•·: ;·~t:}1 
: • _Ray is serving a life'term in prison in tinue funds for the committee's <:on- Snyder said the man told him the . · 
.~onne~tion with the assassinaton of the tinued existence solely on the basis of .. • offers for him to kill King were made .. 

. ; late civil rights worker who was slain the allegation brought to ~im. · · · ~::; .. ·. in his automobile, where he had a tapet 
bl Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. : . : , · The former policeman ,Snyder said · recorder. Snyder quoted the man as 
. S!lyder said the former policeman' . tried to turn over a tap~ ·recording of saying_ he had two tapes, one of w~i~~ . 

:.c~uned he was offered $500,000 on two the a"rged $500,000 offer. to ·Ray's was either stolen ·or lost.. ..· ," :,-·:,. 
·. occasions to kill King. . . . . a~orneys butfinally was asked by one '.,-. .. .. ., .. ,.: . ..;,.,A .. ;.;~.,. ....... ~.~.!•J.:i,,.t.:.~,-~t~· :ft 
f? ·a i ch a rd · A. · Sprague ; . the·.: of the attorneys' investigators "where , . -~· 
'Philadelphia attorney ~ho ~ chief he planned to hide if he triec;t t~ dog; '. .. .;:· · · · 
. counsel for the assassinations com- I anything with the tape." , · •. ' .. :· · r--~-,,: 
imJltee, confil'1?ed Snyder ~h~d turned : Sny~ said. he has discus~d· 'th~; 

.. ::~:au:~~~.:1

:.~:;}~:::;~

1;-~~~:~L· :r~~!~ ::i:~!J:g :::rT!YL:e:~~! .. ' 

/ 
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"ASSASSINATioN·oF 
. MA.RT IN :·LUTHERrt,KINO-, "JR~-- .. ,, .. '"""·.-~- -: . ., 

n:-t·•:9. .: .· . . ·~ 
~-~LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) - U. 
rs_ Atty. George Long safs he· 
'lias told the Justice Department 
~bout an · allegation tha~ 
:Louisville police and FBI 
-~agents conspired to assassinate 
•Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. • 
·;::Long said Friday that the 

i
ustice Department hasn't 

. - ecided yet whether it will in­
. ~stigate tJie allegations 

• 1 closed last week by Rep.· 
., eileSnyder,R-Ky. . ->f 
-.¾Snyder said he was contacted · . .,y a man who told him of a c~~-
~lracy _ to kill the late civil 
)'ights leader. The man alleged, 
•Snyder said, that six members 
'lif the Louisville Police Depart-

. ~ent. and several _ F.~~- -~ge~~ 
-were mvolved. · · .. ·:· • · .\\ 'r 
.ki Snyder has refused to divulgX 
'the man's name. However, Th~ 
Kiucky Post reported tha, 
~ on Baird, 50, a retired 
.Lou ville policeman, made the 
.alle~ations, and his wife Mary,. 
44, confirmed it.. ·: 
;'.~Baird has not been available 
'for comment since his wife con:.. 
finned he told Snyder ·of the 
alleged plot. . · ···· 

Snyder, who still refuses to 
identify the person who con­
tacted him said he talked with 

' " Th the man "face to face. e 
congressman quoted.the man as 
saying be was offere~ $500,0~0 
to kill King, assassinated m 
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. Jarn~s 
Earl Ray is serving 99 years m 
prison for the murder of King. 

Mrs. Baird said her husband 
is a security guard, that he 
retired from the police depart­
ment after 27 years service a,nd 
that he is out of town on im 
ass,inment. She has ref~s~d \~ 

1 elab\\rate. . . . : -1°.~ · I• 

•.L•• 

~f:' e said ber·husband told ~.et. 
b the alleged plot seven ye_ar~ 
a o, when they were marr1~~f. 

told Snyder, she sau:l', 
. because be wanted "to kno..$ 
why someone asked him" to ~ill 
King. It had been . "bothermg 
bim," she said. . ·i 
· ,-:Snyder said the man told ~ 
· he had contacted one of Ray s 
attorneys, who dismissed the 
allegation as untrue. snrd,er, 

. however, said hi_s impr~ss1on of 
the man led him to beheve the 
charge at least should be :In· 
vestlgated. Snyder said the man 
· was "rational'' and tha_t th! ~Bl 
considered him ~ "solid C!t~~n 
.tjpe " . , , , •~.,. 1-.:;·l- -~ "i'l•' .. 

>. "I would very much like to 
have the information furnished 
to us so we can ask some serious 
questions, v Nevin said. "Right 
now, it is really most difficult to 
deal with the situation, but I 
,cefa_inly think before it's ov~r 
:we1 e going to have to look inl'.(}~ 
ft,1 oquestionafloutit." .. JV 

"Sun-Democrat", 
d·a9ily newspaper of 
general circulation, 
Paducah, Kentucky, 
March 27, 1977 

I Th~ man told S~yder thaf he 
tape-recorded the all~~ged offe~ 

i
bich he said w11cz 1 ~.., '':' 
r, the_ congressm, n said 

~ yder t1so said the \tape has. ... 
; en tur~d over to the House 
Select Committee on Assassina­
tions, along with a letter·from 
the man in which names of 
policemen and FBI agents 
allegedly involved were listed. 

.. :, Snyder said he listened to a 
~~y of the tape but that most :Of 
·;ft was inaudible. However, he 
·i: ·d he heard enough ~o 
. e11 bli~h it had something to do 
w; Kmg and money. . : 

: ' nyder said, additional~y, 
t he changed his mind abo~t 

'extending funding for the con.,­
_mittee on the basis of his coil/' 
versation with the man. ·1 

· · Louisville Police Chief John 
Nevin said his department 
would not know where to begin 
an investigation but. that he 
·would like to be supplied with 
any information the House com­
mittee has on the alleged in­
volvement by Louisville police'. 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MA;R'r.~N. ~LUTHER KING, .JR •. ., .-L.-·- --· -:" 

• I ' 

r oe·ny"'111·e·y· ,-,~~w,re""'~""'a"~t·,,,:!J,·r ".it'i n,.,,.,,~;,,,, r -~ · -· 
, · ······ ···~·:··• •· -·.····•--··• ·.\ ·;~·····.···r~···---•··IP, .. .,. .. __ :.,._, ___ ,._, _____________ g _ ~~--~t:, 
? :. ~··By TIM WYNGAARD and CARL· 1 

• , ,. ,· WEST · . "IT'S PREPOSTEROUS," .he said of· - · ,·, · •·. .. · · · · ·.. ·. · •~ · · 
/ ... Scripps-Howard Staff Writers Baird's claim that six local lawmen and Assassinations Committee fufomiation 

·. · .. LOUISVILLE, KY.-They are almost t.h:c:e FBI agents planned to kill King dur- yesterday which his lawyer ·said could 
.. all in their 60s now, graying and potbel- .inga period of open-housing tension here. . identify the shadoW}' "Raoul" in the.J,1ar-
. lied,_ leisurely working part-time retire- "It's so preposterous that it's ridicu- tin Luther King Jr. assassination. -:~, . 

, , ·snent jo~ after lifelong police careers1" lous. I just can't believe it ••• He's '" · Olief counsel Richard Sprague and 
. -;. And unti_l last· week, they must have wrong~" be said. . . . ., _; :. . . ··: three other committee investigators spent 
felt that their glory days, and the excite- ·A second called Baird's charges "siliy ;.~six hours wi

th Ray, King's· convicted 
. ment of police work, were behind them. and stupid," and offered to ,take a lie assassin,· at Brushy Mountain State 
; .~;. Now they have been named as part of detector_teSt. ·; 1 ' · .. ·. ·c....~.:-.~<: :•a/,· ,~t~~-~--T~i~~-~- ~,-,.,,:·:~:t.f}jf$ .: ;:: 
·, a 1965 plot to kill the late Martin Luther He added,"lf he's accusing me," he's- -· .. ·::, • $prague. reFused comment" on ;:what 

KingJr. . ... , -·•.,•-.~out-and-out liar." · · ··· ----'-.. : ... :.; Raytoldtheinvestigators .. :.>::,.-~• . 
_: ·. They maintain they know nothing of A third, the only one cif the fou; still. ·· Amon~ the information Ray pri>vided 
the charges leveled against them by on the Louisville police force, also offered the committee or· made available through 
another former Louisville cop. They won- to take a lie test and said he: intends to bis preyious lawyers, his attom~yA\Jsaid, 

. : der why a _man they recall fondly would . · deny the charges under oath to the House , were travel d~tes and motel .. ~~ging 
secretly accuse them to investigators for committee. ·, ~-· .•.. ,_. , 1 . ->· i·· ,·records documenting his own movefaents· 
the House Assassinations Committee. • . -: Another retired lawman--a ranking· _. as v.:en as. telephone numbers Ray claim-

~;~,. - ·But slowly they are finding out that officer attached to the same !district as· , .. ed ~ have used to contact Raout,lainys-
·.,the charges of retired Louisville patrol- Baird and the rest of the 'policemen teoous figure Ray bas blamed for the 

man Clifton E. Baird-that they offered named in the letter-took a more \Qft- King murder. . ; · · ;_ .... '.,ic- >::. _. ... 
. him $500,000 to kill King-have caught spoken app~h to his denials.. . Ra~ serving a 99-year prison sen-
· them in the rapidly closing vise of con- · "It's kini of weird to me;" he· said'.· ·.!ence for _the King assassinatipn, is hop-
~essional politics. "But I really can't help you.--AII I know m!I to gam a _new trial by cooperating 

:. i~ 8B:J~~~re~~~~\~I~~s80~;!t:1~~ ~;~;~ .. is what I ha:~ r7,d)~ ~~J ~~w~~{ : _ t~ ~e'')~.~~~~.~;; :;. -''.. :1~: ;;A:_.:'. 
1 mittee, are being used by members of the 
beleaguered panel as a lever to pry . ·. Individ~a~ly, they all·r~isea·th~ ~~/'---
approval for another year's continuation· pn~ate questions about B_aird's_. ch!~ges. 
from a reluctant House. .- •WH~HEY ASK, did Baird remain 

:, · Approval of a new budget of $2.7 mil- silent about the alleged murder plan for 
lion is expected tomorrow, following com- almost 12 years-and for"two years fol-
mittee leaks outlining Baird's charges lowing his retirement after an unblemisb-
and . a 14-page preliminary committee ed 27-year career as a policeman? 

. report claiming new leads in the murders 'Ybere . would they-ev~n ! with· the' 
: of King ~n 1968 and President K_ennedy in ~nmvance of the FBI~have' come . up 
.1963. · · · 1 • • ' ' · : '- ,. ..: · 1. · , with SS00,000 to pay a gunman?·. · · ·. • 1,. 

Scripps-Howard News Service h~~- ·. ~d, they ask, if the FBI was involv- .. 
· identified and interviewed four of the six ed-:-wi~ all the sophisticated .equipment 
__ Louisville policemen named in Baird's at its disposal-why would they have set-
' letter-and they categorically deny his tied on ·an· insignificant patrolman not 
-.. charges_. · · hi~hly rega,rded as. a_ mar~~~•- ai. the., 

, .- ·-One of Baird's'- former commanding triggei:man. . ..... :r. , ~-- r: ~~-::? 
·officers recalled Baird warmly, and then Baird, _now. a. Pinkerton's security· 
exploded when a reporter told him the ~ard here, has disappeared ~ince mak-
contents of the secret letter. mg the charges. Reporters have been 

µnable to find him and committee sources, 
refuse to say whether he is being held 
under protective custody. · · . . 

Ray cooperoting-Ja~es Eari. 
~ay gave staff members · of the House 

/ ' ---·.: I:· 
:', 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

On March 25, 1977, Robert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, United States l'.>'epartment 
of Justice, Washington, D'. C. , who has been appointed Special 
Counsel for the Department of Justice in matters concerning 
the HSCA, advised that the Attorney General had authorized 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) interview of Clifton E. 
Baird, previously identified in newspaper articles contained 
herein, in the presence of an Assistant United States Attorney 
(AUSA), Louisville, Kentucky, concerning all details of Baird's 
recent rep9rted allegation that he had received an offer from 
FBI Agents and police officers to assassinate Martin Luther 
King, Jr. for $500,000.00. 

On March 26, 1977, an attempt was made to interview 
Clifton E'. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville, Kentucky, 
concerning all details of recent reported allegation. Inquiry 
at the Baird residence by Special Agents of the FBI, accompanied 
by AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr., on March 26, 1977, revealed 
that Clifton E. Baird was out of town at an undisclosed 
location in Kentucky where, according to Baird's wife, Mary 
Baird, the former was on special assignment in connection with 
his employment with Pinkerton, Inc .• Detective Agency, 510 West 
Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky. Mary Baird declined to 
furnish information concerning Baird's specific location since 
Baird was working on special assignment-involving twelve hour 
shifts and interview of Baird while so employed could possibly 
jeopardize his job and cause him embarrassment inasmuch as his 
co-worker on that assignment had no knowledge of Baird's 
recent allegation. Mary Baird indicated that her husband would 
not return to Louisville, Kentucky, until the morning of 
March 29, 1977, at which time she would ask Baird to contact 
the FBI Louisville Office or United States Attorney's Office, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Mary Baird advised that she had no personal knowledge 
of the reported offer which apparently occurred sometime 
in 1966 and that her husband had not revealed any pertinent 
facts of the allegation to her. .Identities of the FBI Agents 
and Louisville Police Department officers reportedly named 
in her husband's letter to Representative M. G. (Gene) Snyder 
were unknown to Mary Baird. 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

According to Mary Baird, her husband, Clifton E. 
Baird, was interviewed by the HSCA in Washington, D. C. 
"several weeks ago", at which time a tape recording of the 
alleged offer to kill Martin Luther King, Jr. and all other 
pertinent data were provided committee members. Mary Baird 
did not be.lieve that a copy of the tape recording existed 
and had no knowledge of any copy of the letter written by her 
husband to.Snyder which may have been retained by the former. 

Mary Baird was of the opinion that Snyder publicized 
receipt of the allegation in order to insure continued funding 
of HSCA scheduled to expire March 31, 1977. Mary Baird had 
no knowledge of how her husband's identity was "leaked" to the 
news media, noting that she has been harassed by the news 
media both at home and her employment, Stockyards Bank, 
Louisville, Kentucky, in an apparent effort to obtain 
additional information regarding the allegation and arrange 
an interview of her husband. As of March 26, 1977, no known 
interview of Baird had been conducted by the news media. 

Mary Baird assured Special Agents of the FBI and 
AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr. that she would have her husband, 
Clifton E. Baird, contact the FBI or the United States 
Attorney's Office immediately upon his return to Louisville, 
Kentucky. The necessity for immediate interview of Clifton 
E. Baird was reiterated to Mary Baird and suitable 
arrangements for same on or about March 29, 1977, were made. 

On March 26, 1977, the above information was 
furnished to United States Attorney George J. Long, Jr., 
Western District of Kentucky, Louisville, Kentucky. 

__ On March 29, 1977, the second attempt was made to 
contact'Clifton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville, 
Kentucky, for the purpose of arranging a::_suitable interview 
with Special Agents of the FBI in the presence of AUSA 
Alexander T. Taft, Jr. Included herein as follows is a 
summary of that contact: 
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l ·• 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 3/30/77 
Date of transcription ______ _ 

On March 29 1 1977, at approximately 7:28 PM, 
Special Agents EDMUND V. ARMENTO and CHRIS R. BOEHLE arrived 
at the residence of CLIFTON E. BAim>, 7813 Edsel Lane, 
Louisville, Kentucky, for the specific purpose of contacting 
BAIB[) in an effort to arrange a suitable interview of BAIRD 
with Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney 

·(AUSA) ALEXANDER T. TAFT, JR. in connection with an allegation 
of an offer reportedly made to BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents 
during 1966 to assassinate MARI'IN WTHER KING, JR. Contact 
was made inasmuch as BAIBD had failed to initiate contact with 
the FBI or the United States Attorney's Office on March 29, 
1977, as had been requested of his wife, MARY BAI.RD:, during 
previous contact on March 26, 1977. 

Upon arrival at the BAIBI> residence, MARY BAUID. 
answered the doorbell, at which time Special Agents immediately 
identified themselves and displayed their credentials. MARY 
BAIR> acknowledged that she recognized both Special Agents 
from previous contact with same on March 26, 1977, however, 
requested that Special Agents speak with her outside her 
residence. Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her 
residence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were 
sitting on front porches in close proximity to BAIB>- residence 
and would be able to overhear all conversation. Entrance into 
residence was granted by MARY BAIRD following the above request. 
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIBD was asked if she had been 
in contact with her husband, CLIFTON E. BAIR>., to which she 
replied that her husband was in fact present at the residence. 

CLIFTON E. BAIRD entered the living room of the 
BAIRD, residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to 
identify themselves with credentials in the presence of 
BAI:m>'s wife and explain the purpose of the contact. CLIFTON 
E. BAIRD· exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were., 
refused to shake hands or look at the credentials. BAIRD 
stated, "I know who you are.", not giving the interviewing 
Agents opportunity to explain the reason for instant contact. 
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attorney General of the 
United States had specifically requested he be interviewed 

Interviewed on 3/29/77 at Louisville, Kentucky File # LS 44-947 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

On March 29, 1977, AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr. 
was advised of the results of the contact with Clifton E. 
Baird by Special Agents of the FBI on the evening of March 

"' 29, 1977. 
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