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UNITED STATES DEPAkTﬁdENT‘OF‘JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Louisville, Kentucky

In Reply, Please Refer to March 30, 1977
File No.

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On March 20, 1977, M. G. (Gene) Snyder, United
States Representative, 4th Congres51ona1 District, Kentucky,
appearing on WHAS-TV ''News Conference', taped March 18, 1977,
at Louisville, Kentucky, revealed that he believed investigation
by the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) would be
productive in light of some recent revelations even though
he did not initially vote for funding of same. Snyder
indicated that he had changed his mind in light of some recent
information which he carefully explained so as to not "drop
somebody in" or '"say anything wrong about somebody, that
shouldn't be said."

Snyder indicated that he had received a letter a few
weeks ago from a '"citizen'" whom Snyder described as being
retired after many years from a responsible police department
and that this "citizen", not further described, claimed to have
been approached by three (3) "FBI officers" and three (3) or
four (4) "prominent people at that time in that police department."
Snyder noted that this unnamed "'citizen" received this "offer"
on two (2) separate occasions in his automobile where he had
a tape recorder secreted. Tapes were made of the "offer"
on both occasions, however, one tape was subsequently stolen.
Snyder noted that the other tape was retained by the ''citizen"
and has been furnished to HSCA by the unnamed '"citizen'" when
the latter reportedly traveled to Washingten, D. C., at his own
expense in order to bring the above information to the attention
of said committee.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency. :
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Snyder has spoken with the unnamed "citizen' personally
and in Snyder's opinion, the '"citizen" appears to be responsible.
Snyder believed that the above "lead" and other leads should be
"checked out'" and that because of same, United States
Representative Samuel L. Devine (Ohio), Ranking Minority Member
cf HSCA, now intends to vote for continuation of HSCA funding.

Snyder revealed that the letter written by unnamed
"citizen'" was received in the 'regular United States Mail"
and that the basic allegation is that the unnamed '"citizen",
who is a retired policeman, was approached by "members of the
FBI and unnamed police department' and encouraged to assassinate
Martin Iuther King, Jr. When asked why Snyder received the
letter, Snyder replied, "Time will have to tell." Snyder
added that he "didn't want to go into that."

Snyder further revealed that the unnamed “citizen"
had been to Washington and that the HSCA now has possession of
the above mentioned tape recording which is being 'washed down"
to eliminate background noises such as a running automobile
engine, Snyder has listened to the tape recording himself and
describes same as having "some pretty inaudible sections’ which
are being worked on at the present. Snyder noted that the
tape purports to deal with instant subject matter. Snyder
indicated that he could not attest to the authenticity of the
tape recording since he did not consider himself to be an
electronics expert but noted same must be determined.

Snyder declined to answer interrogatories as to
whether the letter came from his Congressional DPistrict or
Louisville, Kentucky, noting he did not think he ought to
place the unnamed "citizen' in jeopardy in the event the
allegation is true, or people mentioned therein in jeopardy -
if the allegation is false. Snyder believed that the HSCA
will have to decide when the names of individuals allegedly
involved are to be released and made public. :

Snyder declined any further comment on the matter,
noting that if allegations were in fact true, the unnamed
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"ecitizen" furnishing the basis for same would be in jeopardy
from "FBI and others named" in the letter, and if allegationmn
was not true, '"responsible persons' would likewise be in
jeopardy. Snyder assumed that the HSCA would give the
individuals named in the letter an opportunity to express -
themselves at the appropriate time.

Included herein are various accounts of revelations
concerning the above mentioned allegation which have appeared
in sundry newspapers threoughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky
as indicated:
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BY JIM ADAMS
L Covurier-Journal Staff Writer

> U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th District,
said yesterday that he has turned over
fo the Hbduse Assassinations Commiltce
an allegation that FBI agents and police
plotted to }ull Dr Martm Luther ng
Jr.

. Snyder sald that in latc Febmar) he'
received a letter from “a former police-

man” who claims he was twice oifered

$500,000 to kill King.

Snyder made his comments vestexday
while taping a WHAS-TV News Confer-
ence program, which™ will be broadcast
at 12:30 p.m. tomorrow on WHAS televi-
sion and radio.

Snyder would not reveal the name of
the former policeman making the
charge, or "the names of three FBI
.agents and several policeman who alleg-
“edly were involved in the plot. Snyder
also declined to name the police force
-ihat the man worked on for more than
20 years. .

-Snyder made no’ conneclion bctween
the offer allegedly made to the police-
man and the actual killing of King.

“I have always had confidence in the
major law enforcement agencies of this
country, and I had to assume that what
they determined (about the slaying) was
accurate,” Snyder said. “Now I think
this is somcthmg t}nt nccds to be inves-
tigated.”

Richard A pr ague. the Pluladc]phla
attorney w'ho is chief counsel for the
assassinations committee, last night con-
firmed that Snyder had turned over ma-
{crial containing the ullegation, but re-
fused to answer questions abouf il.

“The matter you rcfer to has been
referred to the commitlce and is under
investigation,” he said by telephone
from Philadelphia.

King was slain in Memphis, Tenn,, in
1968, and James Farl Ray was convicted
of killing him. The House commitlee
last fall began investigating the assassi-
-nations of King and President John
Kcnnod) The commxttccs funding ex-
pxrcs March 31, TR T

\
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Snyder, v.ho voled agamst the com-
mlttce initially, told The Courier-Journal
in an interview last night that he will
Jvote to continue funds for its investiga-

|l ‘l

tion solely on the basis of the allcgahon

brought to him. :
.Snyder said he had no exp]anatmn for

why the policeman brought the charges

to him, rather than directly to the com-
mittee. The policeman asked Snyder to
put him in touch with" the commxttcc,
-the congressman said.

He said the former pollccman had at--

tempt=d to turn a tape recording of the
$500.0C0 offer over to Ray’s attorneys,
but finally was asked by one.of the at-
‘torneys’ investigators “where he planned
to hide if he trled to do amthmg vuth

- the tape.”

" Asked if he’ b“]l(‘\’ES thc man's a!lega-
tion, Snyder said, “I don’t know. But I
igk charges such as this need to be
in estwated "

Snvdcr ,smd "he has dxscuseed the
charges with U.S: Rep. Samuel L. De-
vine of Ohio, the ranking minority mem-
ber on the commitiee. He $aid Devine, a
former FBI agent, checked into the
man’s background and found him to be

“a solid citizen.” Devine could not be.

“I have talked to’

reached last night.

Snyder told WHAS,
him (the policeman) personally and in
my opinion he appears {0 be a responsi-
ble citizen. . . . "

He told the television stahon “He
(the former officer) was approached 10
assassinate Martin  Luther King. He
names three FBI officers, he names
three or four promincnt people at that
time in the police department. He indi-
cates that the offer was made on two
occasions in his automobile where he
had a tape recorder, that he taped those

items. One of” them' (the lapcs) was sto-

Ien, the othér he still has.”

Snyder said the man went to Wash-
ington and cither appeared before the
committce or . was inlerviewed by its
stalf, Snyder said the committee has the
{upe.

PRIV R I AL « mpen ¥
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p—— By BILL HENDRICK — recordmg the man saxd he made@Hhe.
- Associated PressWriter .. .alleged assassination plot. He refused -
- LOUISVILLE; Ky. (AP) — Rep. .. 1o say whether the man or the police
‘ Gene Snyder, R-Ky said Saturday the department mvolved were ! Ken-
i House Assassinations Committee is ey
: investigating an allegation from a Asked why the man contacted him
. “logical, rational” man who claims  and let him listen to a copy of the tape

"State. Journal",
daily newspaper
"of general

A several members of a police depart-
“ment and FBI agents plotted to knll Dr.
Martm Luther King Jr. siag e
% Snyder said he met the man “face to .
race” and that ‘“he appeared to be

e v

rational, a logical kind of man.”
Snyder said he received a letter from
-the man and llstened to a tape ]

XY SATERER W N

b he FOP sergeant (blank).” ...

recording, Snyder. said *he ‘'may have
just been looking for someone ‘with
‘nerve, afighter.” (23{‘:‘“5

Snyder read part of the letter ‘and

C used the word "‘blanlt" where the man

d used names.

*“] retired from (blank) p ce'

,ﬁ epartment in (blank) _after servm

.i|blank) years ” the letter said. “While *
was in the police department T was

{innocently involved in a conspiracy to_‘

assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.
}~ *Involwgd in this conspiracy were
tagents of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigtion, agents (blank), (blank) and
{blank) and others that I did not
‘Know,” Snyder said, continuing to read
the letter. “Members of the (blank)
police department, chief of detectives,
aptain (blank), lieutenant, (blank),
fficer (blank), licutenant (blank) of
e homicide burecau and president of |
ST

B
) .
1.
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circulation,
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- ‘spiracy to assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King.

ASSASSINATION OF C
MARI‘IN LUTHER KING "JR,

st i i

AW@ +d Policé Plot

# e
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LOUISVILLE Ky (AP)—Rep/ M. Gene Snyder ( -Ky)
ald Saturday the House Assassinations Committee is
,mvest.igatlng an allegation from a “logical, rational” man
‘who claims several members of a police department and
- FBI agents plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Bnyder said he met the man “face to face” and tha.t “he

appeared to be rational, a loglcal kind of man.”
.., Bnyder sald he recetved a letter from the man and lts-
--tened to a tape recording the man sald he made of the a}-

eged assassination plot. He refused to'say whether the m

K me pollce department. tnvolved were in Kentucky

“f RETIRED from (blank) pouce department in (blank)
fier serving (blank) years,” the letter said. “While I was in
the police department I was innocently involved in a con-

B ‘nn

-1.!

“Involved in this conspiracy were agents of the Federal
‘Bureau of Investigation, agents (blank), (blank) and
(blank) and others that I did not know,” the letter said, as
. Bnyder read it, ¢iting but not naming several other off lcers
Snyder sald he could not divulge the names or the iddén-
tity of the-man who contacted him. -
“What I'm saying,” Snyder said, “is, those blanks n¢ed’

..4b be protected if there's nothing to this. And if it is pn

slain in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

curate allegation that he’s made, then the author of the
lé ter needs to be protected The committee ls mvestigating

SNYDER SAID the man "indlcates further kw’the letter
that after he retired he contacted (2 man) whg he says, is
James Earl Ray's attorney .

Ray is serving a life term in prison in connection with
the assassinaton of the late civil rights worker who was

18nyder said the Iormer policeman claimed he as

, off red $500.000 on two occas!ons to kul ng \ﬁ
U . B 85

-’

Richard A. Sprague, the Phlladelphla. lawyer whq
?’]‘ef counsel for the assassiniations committee, confirmed
"Sriyder had turned over material containing the allegatlon,
and that it “is under investigation.” -
The former policeman, Snyder said, tried to turn over a
tape recording of the alleged $500,000 orfer to Ray’s lawyers,
but one of their'investigators finally asked “where he plan-
ned to hide if he tried to do anything with the tape v

', 4

s
‘SNYDER SAID he has discussed the anegatxon wi.h
Rep. Samuel L. Devine of Ohio, the ranking minority meni-
ber of the committee. Devine, a former FBI agent, checks:
into’ the man’s background and found him to be a “soil
c(tlen " Snyder said.
nyder said the man told him the offers for him to km
ng were made in his automobile, where he had a tape
recorder. Snyder quoted the man as saying he had two
-tapes, one of which was either stolen or lost. The other tape

' ‘has been turned over to the commitice, Snyder said.

+  “Most of it was inaudible to me,” he said. “I could make
‘out a lttle. I made out enough to believe and ascertain that
2 d'scussion was being had about King and money, but I
dldn‘&even listen to all of it.”

'u""

To Iﬁﬂ/ﬂn KH/'

oy lh.d soe B R HO MJ"» BuLET u

Sn derS

.. et mdlA A e

Bep.

va h—lﬂ_-&-’

3ee SP}YDER SAID he wants the allegation tobe thorough
tﬁr invjstigated “and this guy ought to be protected fro
.any problems. If it is inaccurate, then those people who hJ
hamg need to be protected. He names three alleged FBI
age , four or five members, prominent members at the
tlme, or a police department.” PR
The man has been interviewed by the committee‘:
!nvestlgatlve staff, Snyder said.
V.- Snyder said he received the letter from the man O.R Feb
. 'Jf
I don't know if it fs valid,” he said. “It is up W0 the

com nittee to investigate tt." .

5 ll.:‘

"Kentucky Enquirer',
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Covington, Kentucky,
March 20, 1977

P L'l\ 6
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ssassination },

» . -ﬁ}'()‘.d"‘% R - 4,..3)“3' "
-|proposal told. !
Jﬂ:t‘. s "'\4 LR PR .
i LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — made. ~ '-WB & 2
SUS. Rep. Gene Snyder RKy, Snyder also declined - to
'nys he has. referred to the specify whether the former of-
House Assassination Commit- ficer was from Kentucky. He
tee a retired police officer who said the man contacted him by
- elalms FBI agents proposition- letter:recently and that he later
“ed him to kill Dr. Martin Luther met4!::'man and hstgned to one
King Jr. . tapérecording. -
n ln statements broadcast Fri-  Part of the tape was inaudi-
- *day on WHAS-TV, Snyder said ble, Snyder said, but he was
_the former officer, whom he able to discern t.hat the subject
* declined to name, has a tape wasKing's assassination.
tyecording of a-purported con-  “I have talkedto him and in
versation between himself and my opinion he appears to be a
“FBI agents in which an alleged responsible citizen and I think
suggestion was made tomurder these kinds of leads need to be
"King. - checked out,”’ Snyder said.

2 “According . to Snfd’er, the Snyder said Assassinations
former pohceman “names Committee now has the tape
three FBI officers (and) three recording and is investlgatmg
or four prominent people atthat thematter. . T4
time in the police department King was assassinated in
(and) indicates that the offer Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. The
was made on two occasions in Assassxnatlons Committee

. hisautomoblle where he had a _recently said it had ngw In-
pe recorder.” - ation on King's murdir,

Snyder, who represents Ken- but has not produced ayy

‘kysith District, declined to evidence of involvement iy
&me dates and the city where anyone other than the convicty

e purported offers were Kkiller, James Earl Ray. :

"Sun-Democrat", :
daily newspaper of general circulation,
Paducah, Kentucky, March 20, 1977
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Snyder sa ys man |’

J'evealed police plots
=2 to kill King

N Ty .

By B'LL HENDRICK
»" Assoclated Press Wnter .

LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP) —
Rep Gene Snycfer, R-Ky., said
‘Saturday the House Assassina-

tions

: vestigating an allegation from

' & “Jogical, rational” man who

._elalms several members of a
)ohce department’ and FBI
. agents plotted to kill Dr. Mar-
iln Luther King Jr..

13 Snyder said he met the man
. $%ace to face” and that “‘he ap-
_peared to be rational, a logical
klnd of man.” .

- Snyder said he received a let-
ter from the man and listened
to a tape recording the man

¢ safd he made of the alleged as-

 sassination plot. He refused to
* say whether the man or the po-
- lice department involved were

i ln Kentucky. :

-Asked why the man contacted

. _him and let him listen to a- N

! copy of the tape recording, Sny-
i der said “he may have just

i been looking for someone with

nerve. a fighter.”
“Snyder read part of the letter
, and used the word “blank”
.where the .man had used

i names i

“I retired from ( blank) pollce
.department in (blank) after
- serving (blank) years,” the let-
. ter said, “While I was in the
_ police department I was in-
* nocently involved in a con-

spiracy to assassinate Dr, Mar-
tin Luther King.

"*“Involved in this conspiracy
- were agents of the Federal Bu-

reau of Investigtion, agents

s-(blank), (blank) and. (blank)
-and others that I did not
Kpow,” Snyder said, continuing

U read the letter. “Members of

*'tlle (blank) police department,

el of detectives, captain

Committee is in--

AR
i
T .{"§

' (blank), lleutenant (blank), of-

ficer (blank), lieutenant
(blank) of the homicide bureau
and president of the’ FOP str-
geant (blank).” ° '
FOB stands for Fraternal Or-
der of Police, a collective bar-
gaining organization for police
officers. . ored
- Snyder said he could not di-
vulge the names listed in the
letter or the identity of the man
who.contacted him. ' :

“What-I'm saying,” Snyder'

said, “is those blanks need to

be protected if there’s nothing '

to this. And if it is an accurate
allegation that he's made, then
the author of the lettér needs to
be protected.. The commxttee ls
investigating it.” ;

;e
Snyder said the man “xn-'

dicates further in the letter that
after he retired he 'contacted
who hwssays is James Earl

y's attorney... ” :

prison in connection with the

assassinaton of the'late civil -

tights worker who was slain in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.

Snyder ‘said the former po-
liceman claimed he was offered
$500,000 on two occasions to kill

King- f:.:.' "4 »"‘;::ﬂ‘b;' :;
Richard A. Sprague, the

Philadelphia attorney who is

chief counsel for the assassina-
tions committee, «confirmed.
Snyder had turned over mate-
rial containing the allegation.
“The matter you refer to has
been referred to the committee
and is under invesugatlon,"
Sprague said. Tow
Snyder said he would vote to
continue funds for the coin-
mittee’s continued existene
solely on the basis of the alle-
gation brought to him. '
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general circulation,

Paducah, Kentucky
March 20, ;1,977
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o~ Rep. Snyder Clal Clalms !.etter ]'l
“FBI To King Assassmatnon Try
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LOUISVILLE Ky (AP)
r- U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder,
+R-Ky., says he has referred
ito the House Assassination
.Committee a retired police
“officer who claims FBI

agents propositioned him to
5111 Dr. Martm Luther ng
/3
"I st...., "'ats broadéast
Friday on.. ., WHAS-TV,

"Messenger',

e, e A

.\ -&—J \ g
Snyder said’ the” former
officer, who he declined to
name, has a tape recording
ofa purported conversation -
between himself and FBI
agents in which an alleged
suggbstion was made to
murder King.

> According to Snyder, the
former policeman *“‘names
three FBI officers (and)

daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Mayfield, Kentucky,

March 21, 1977

'-\S;

LS N’l’
ERP 1y % Y ¢
- bt ‘5‘3‘)
¥ "Wx?“h\"t’x 591
R "-' 2y
2 -ﬁm &"-’a’ o
three or four prominent
people at that time in the
_ police department (and)”
indicates that the offer was
made on two occasions in-
his automobile where he
 had a tape'recorder.”
.Snyder, who represents
Kentucky s 4th District,
declined to name dates and

at
’g‘n
'-f

. the city where the pur-

sported offers were made.
+Snyder also declined to-
tspecrfy whether the former
“officer was from Kentucky.
tHe said the man contacted
“him by letter recently and
“that he later.met the man
sand listened to-one tape
lxecordmg lardbeiadk
Part of the tape was in-"
audrble, Snyder said, but he
‘Was ableto discern that the
subject  was King's
_“assassmatxon RS
~.'*] have talked to h1m an
in my opinion he appears to
sbe a responsible citizen and
"I think these kinds of leads >
need t6 be checked out,”
'Snyder said. - /o
Snyder said
‘Assassinations Committee
now has the tape recording
.and is investigating the
-matter.
« + King was assassmated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968.
‘The Assassinations
-Committee recently said it
had new information on
King’s mirder, but has not
produced any evidence of
involvement by anyone
other than the convicted

iller, James Earl Ray—
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FBI- -Police Plot.To Klll.Marhn L
Rgvealed bx Kenfucky Ce

LTI 3

' By RICHARD L. WALKER
4.+ Unlled Press interfotional
7e LOUISVILLE Ky. — Rep. Gnne
. Snyder, R-Ky., says he understands
- the House Assassinations Committee
_has “some right substantial leads”, in
.regard to the Martin Luther*King Jr.
*murder case, besides the information
“he relayed to them on an alleged as-
-gassination plot among FBI agents
and police. B LT T LoP
. :$nyder disciosed durmg the week-
end that a retired police officer
wrote him last month outlining an al-
Jeged  conspiracy involving three FBI
agents and “three or four police offi-
. cers™ to kill the civil rights leader.,
-8nyder said the retired policeman
‘claimed he was offered 3500 000 to
" commit the murder,
. The Kentucky congressman de-
.Clined to name the officer or his city
“police force. But United Press Inter-
nalnona} learned from a reliable

b ce yesterday that the alleged plot -

Ived some high-ranking policemen
an FBI agents from Louisville dur-
Jng’the mid-1960s,

S R SRR AT R S

Snyder “who ongmally opposed’
. creatidn of the House Assassinations
Committee, now sdys he intends to
vote for the panel s, continuation,

Snyder said lus informant had
turned over a tape recording of a
conversation t"hlch he’ says contains
details of the half-million dollar offer
to kill King. He said the ex-officer,
.now involved in private security
“work, had been to Washington to tell
His story ‘to investigators for the as-
sassinations commmee but had not
tormally testmed LN 1’ A

o dnd think that l was smmg on
somethmg that was explosive whether
accurate or not accurate,” Snyder
said. “That’s the reason why I think
1 must be very careful not to reveal
either who the writer was or who he
named in his allegatlons ” a9

Ny Richard Sprague, chisf counsel for
the assassinations committee, hal
confirmed that 'the alleged plot t
which Snyder referred was under i
vestigation and refused further com-
. ‘ment. Ny e

"Lexington Herald", o )
daily newspapexr of general circulation,

Lexington, Kentucky, March 21, 1977

Y
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" ' BY JIM EBERL
ok Kestocky Post Washinglon Bureas R i
ASHINGTON-"A retired Louisville policeman described b

knowledgeable congressional sources as highly respected

and reliable claims.he was offe_(ed $500,000 to assassinate

n Luther King Jr. The man c.({ntacte.d U.S. Rep. Gehe

.Snyder, R-Ky., with the information and a tape recording to back up

“ii:'Snyder says he turned ‘over to the I
‘House Assassination Committee early this
.mecpth a letter he received from the in-
“foriant. Snyder describes the man as a
‘A-y¥ar veteran of the Louisville force,
‘now \n the private security business, but

- would not reveal his identity.

@ In danger? “\'? ""'KentUCkY Post",

LY I . . .- s
*Snyder said he was not identifying the .daily newspaper of .
jman for several reasons: "If he's accl- general circulation;s
' rate and really interpreted everything Covington, Kentucky
properly that there was something going - March 21, 1977 A
‘on then I don't think I ought to put him in ! ’
Jjeopardy, people trying to get to him for
‘one reason or another. RIS S

" 1 think they could even try to get him
to keep him from talking any further.
R o . .. . .- o

"Or if he's not accurate 1 don't think

the people he mentioned ought to have
gh\ ir good names smeared.” G

Xnyder also ‘declined. to name the
thre) FBI agents and four or five police
officet s the information said were involv-
“sd in the alleged plot or to identify the
olice department they were connected
Niul o, .o e -
: "However, Rep. Samuel Devine, R-
Ohio, the ranking minority member of the
assassination panel and the colleaguz to
Swhom Snyder first took the letter, soid
Synday the man was a former Lovisvili=
policeman, although he said he was noty
sur® what the man's status was at the
sime of the alleced offer. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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“#°4 It-remains unclear whether the other

min-named in the letter were also Lotjis-
4vilp policemen because none of the on-
igressmen would say. Snyder, whose con-
sgressional district includes suburban
!bouisville. said only, "It wasn't too hard
tgor me to check and find out if in fact
E_(bey had been officers, and they were.”
"~ he offer about which the informant
-gays he has personal knowledge allegedly
took place two or three years before Dr.

“,King was shot to death in Memphis in

1968, an informed source said. . 5

t.. “*He 'said 'in his letter that he\was
- gol! ered $500,000 and the offer was made in

hil\ car equipped with a tape recorder and

hethas a recording of the conversation,”

Jsaid Snyder. N
*  “And then when 1 talked with him,™
;;ﬂle congressman continued, ‘he told me
l:ll_:at actually there were two conversa--
(tions but the one tape has been either
-rn!nsplaced or stolen. SN W
i “He has one tape and he's turned it
over to the committee.” ok
* i, Snyder believes he never met the m
“befjre the letter arrived in his office ol
tFell. 28. He said Devin2. a farmer FB,

‘agept, had the man hvestigated an

‘ yeported batl:k to him "thht the guy check-’
.fd-;,“’.“‘ good." | et st anetadify
\*:4in a_meeting with the man after he’;
‘flew to Washington to be interviewed by

‘the committee staff, Snyder said “he did
ot impress me as, anybody who had any,

kind of mental problems.” st

k-t Devine said he hadn't {'the man,

and he knows of no information "he was a
{ " N RN SRR i -t o
9.%.‘-' N 1’.‘[\-5; . Reth LI 3 ““ *
¥ 77“And Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, who '.{
‘chairing the subcommittee dealing specit)
jeally with the King assassination, said he'
was {yld by Devine the man checked out
‘as ‘a\ "highly repected police officer
reputey to be a reliable individual." o
“:-” StoRes said he's taking the man's alle-
gation "seriously.” R 0
t:Coming to Snyder was a fast resort
for the former policeman. cod
#* -s[n his letter he indicated that after

v t

he retired from the police department he
made an attempt to get this to James
Earl Ray's attorneys," said Snyder. Ray
pleaded guilty to killing Dr. King in 1968
and is serving a 99-year prison sentancgs
e man was referrred hu-anoii

[P P\ Sy ‘
Ral's attorneys to a Fredritk, Md., invelr
tigAtor, said Snyder, and.callcd him.
_ A snyder said he'll now, vote 1o keep t f
3 . . S
parl going because *F think the policCy
man‘s story nceds to be \:wcsug?‘l “.:..\933
find out what ther¢ istoit.” wal 12
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

FRay's Afforney Says HQT
| Checked Kentucky Leads

WASHINGTON (AP) = One of
James Ear] Ray’s lawyers says
ithat more than a year ago he
tlooked into an allegation that
,Louisville police and FBI agents
p!otted to kill Dr. Martin Luther
:ng and concluded *“there -
‘wasn’t much 10 it . .. —suneg
»1 :The lawyer, James H. Lesar,
said yesterday that even if the
allegahon of a retired Louisville
policeman is true, “it was re-
mote from the assassination” be-
‘cause the man alleges there was
. only talk and not an attempt to
lull the civil rights leader. i
- A House assassinations com-
mittee aide said investigators

have talkgqd to the retired police- .
man, wh@ was not identified
pjblicly, and aré checking hig
stpry without presuming howj
ch substance there is to it,’ )

"Lexington Herald",
daily newspaper of
general circulation,
Lexington, Kentucky,
March 22, -1977
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yoe NN Kentucky Post Fyankfort Burean- .
_--8 LOUISVILLE—Clifton E. Baird, 50, i
the ex-patrolman who has just revealed
o the House. Assassination Committee in
Washington that other Louisville police-
men. and three FBI men offered him
© $500,000 in ‘1966 to kill Dr. Martin Luther
Kingdr. "N L D Tk
- 7% Four or five Louisville police officers’
and three Louisville FBI agents plotted to
kill the civil rights leader two years be-
fore he was .actually- assassinated in
. Memphis, Tenn., in 1968, the committee
has been told. . e emaen T
.'. Paird; now an undercover private
fnvestigator, was not at his -small brick
home at 7813 Edsel Ln., in-suburban Fern®
‘Creck Monday night. . R
< Ris wife Mary, 44, told The Kentucky -
“Post in an exclusive interview why their
secret is coming out now, and what it has
"been like living with it.

<t

W The secret. _ I

Anonymous phone calls—some in the -

dead of the night—have plagued the
Bairds through the seven years. they have
been married. “It frightens you to death,
. ‘even if nobody says anything,” said Mar)
Ba‘d. The last call calne a month 20n).

N . \ . .
* wldidn't seem like jt vias ever going 10
stof),” she said. o
* “«j'm sure our phone has been tapped
“huridreds of times..It has an 'off sound,
clicking little sounds while you're talking.
* My husband has spent many-a sleepless
night—he'll lie there and toss a“nd turn,
then get up and recad the paper. He kept
up with every report (of the assaSS}na‘i
‘tion's aftermath) and he a}ways reads a
the articles on these dcals,” she sald.‘;‘
{ “Having peace of mind would me4 a
{whole lot to everybody.” ' \
Clifton Baird didnt tell his wife thy
spcret until after their'marriage, the secy
end lor both of them.
2 Rigs up recorder.

“We haven't even told our children
) \

3 ;.~'.xu.A.3..’...u.~...\

abod} ‘this,"and he's kept' a lot of it ﬂ.\
himspif, and hasn't ‘even told me,” shel
SaidJ e e T asnTh e
~.-* But she knows the general story. “He"
had been driving this [cllow (another
Louisville policeman) home from work—
‘the man's car had broken down or some-
'thing. And he started asking a lot of
.strange questions, then he asked whether
he'd kill King for half a million dollars. “1
think this got him pretty upset, and puz-
2led, so he rigged: up the tape recorder
(under the front car seat). The guy made
the same offer to him the next time they
‘drove home,"" she said. . NP
»* 7 wHe {old him he didn’t want any part
of it. He didn't have' anything against
black people. That's why it was so hard
“for him to understand. ‘Why me?’ you
know? . . ;\ v .'..". 8t
WFeared for job. @ iy
“.' Baird ‘was not known among police
as.a marksman. “I guess he is a good
eno shot, but he doespt do target
acfice or anything,” Mrs.“Baird said. &
. £ e Lt : ‘ . * L)
After high school in Bdwling Greenx
lair enlisted in the Marines, and served‘\
Korea, she said. 1 think he was a ser-
eant.” < > ) e
One reason Baird did not speak up
rlier was fear for his pohce_Job.‘ from
\which he retired after 27 years in Novem:
‘ber, 1975. ““Before now, he was so close to -
retising, he was afraid they might kick
out,” Mrs. Baird said. - L
Baird has felt victimized since he left i
thd force. . .ot 2
.. || “Somebody’s got to have something
(ndgative) in his records—why hasn't he
been able to get a decent job smce‘?‘“!\l'j s
.{wife wondered. ' iy

. ] t

CERr e e

- et

Toledo, and tested out 98 per cent. And he
went to three or four places that were
desperate for a. meatcutter and cou!dn f&
get a job. - S

“Jt's been like that all the time—and
his only job reference is the police“force.
ThiEgs Jike that just don't add up, Mrﬁ

Baipd said. T Y

R
‘You can live with. something lik)
S 14 :
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‘this. You can Yive with it, but 'you're no
E ful." . e :i.:-__tdi- "'::\.‘.EJ”!;’.' .
#v: Mrs. Baird was not sure whether \
- alleged offer came in 1966 or 1967. R
“piots gripped Louisville in 1967, sparkéd
"by an open housing drive led by Rev. A.
+D. King, brother of Martin. " _ %
324! D. King was pastor of Louisville’s
{ Mt. Zion Baptist Church from 196569, anc
f after-moving to Atlanta, drowned in his
‘homepoolin1970. = . ook
74" Baird is working on an undercover
(investigative job, and could ndt be reach-
- ed for several days, his wife said: |

1€ \s for the identities of alleged con-

m: \3‘rs, "‘I';’fe heaﬁld} na(limes,gut could
ek, you—if my life depended pn itl
gouldn't tell you,” said Mary Baird.

X4 ¢Sources involved in the Houselcom

_ mittee probe of the assasinations of “King
- " and President John F. Kennedy said Bairc

¢is expected to testify under oath to the

identities of the FBI agents and Louisvill

.policemen in the alleged conspiracy..

7 Committee sources told Scripps-How
_ard_reporters the Louisville allega’xion
2 are "considered “hot.”” One commetted
k"!‘hey are placing it at the top.” - 1_:M“ .

et 2t oby ~

“’Mary RBaird, 44, has known for seven years the secret her husband]

I

;'Cliflon.\ is sharing with the House Assassinations _Corqm_i}tpeL el

CLIFTON E. BAIRD
_«e« key figure in King probe.
'

LT e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER, KING, JR.

ay lawyer alsmlsses smn'y“'“‘"?"

!J.o'

0 f p!@i in Lmuswﬂe m kﬁlﬁ Kmo‘ |

f ' 5 Auor.hlod Pren
1

{Ray's lawyers says that more than a -
'year ago he looked into an allegation
:that Louisville police and FBI agents
_plotted to kill Dr. Martin Luther King
"Jr. He said he concluded “thcre'wasnt
much to it.”

“The lawyer, James H. Lesar, sald yes’
erday that even if the allegation by a
efired Louisville policeman is true, “i

_[leas remote from the assassination” be
ause the man says there was only tatk:
and not an altcmpt t0. kil the cxvxl
rxghts leader. ¢ % ut- s sy s

T AT P
A"'House -assassinations - commluee
alde said investigators have talked to
the relired policeman, “who was not
Identificd pubhcly and are chcckmg hxs
story.
. Lesar said the retired %hccman told
hlm in a letter that other Louisville po-

WASHING’EON — One of James Earl

(Snydcr refused )ast mghl o conﬁrm
or deny that the policeman was retired
from the Louisville department. “I think
I've said enough,” he said. “I just don't
think I ought to nail it down ")

- On a related matier, the House\\axde

sald two commxu,cn_.members will mter-
view Ray today.

B
-

licemen and FBI agents tried to hire *

_him to kill King. .

.. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky,,
Jast week that the policeman also wr(\te
him a letter containing the allegaticn.
 Snyder said he turned it over to the!
_assassmatmns coinmittee. )

"Courier~Journal",

discloskd - k.

daily newspaper of ‘general circulation,
Louisville, Kentucky, March 22, 1977

|
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’ LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP) —'
The wife of a former Louisville
policeman has told newsmen
her husband, Clifton- Baird, is
the source of the allegation that
FBI agents and some members
-of the Louisville police depart-
‘ment plotted to klll Dr Martm
Luther King.: - e v o

" But Baird, 50, now employed
by a private securlty agency,
was out of town and unavallable
forcomment. ~ " < il

.He is reported to have been a
patrolman on the Louisville
police force from 1949 to 1975.

. Baird’s wife, Mary, 44, was
quoted by WHAS-TV and The
-Courier Journal as confirming
.her husband was the source of
allegations that he was offered '
/$500,000 to kill the civil rights
-Jeader, who was assassinated in
-1968. James Earl Ray was im-
prisoned in Tennessee on a
-murder charge stemming from
Ahe assassination. =~ -

WHAS also quoted a
spokesman for the House Select

Committee on Assassinations .

.as confirming Baird was the
source of the allegations.

Attempts Tuesday night to
:reach Mrs.- Baird about the
- media reports were unsuc-
cessfu]

Rep. Gene Snyder, RKy,
disclosed last week that he talk-
ed with a retired police officer
who claimed he was offered
money tokill King. Snyder did

not_pame the officer or the city

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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“in which the alleged ‘plot oc-
curred, but said he referred the
man to the House assassina-
tions committee. (AR 11
Contacted at homie Tuesday
night about whether Baird was
the ®man, Snyder refused to
.comment co Ladier AT
- Earlier, Snyder quoted from
a letter he said the man had
written which said, *While I
,was in the police department I
'was innocently invoived in a
“conspiracy to assassinate Dr.
. Martin Luther King.” , -~ ®
The congressman said of the’

“man making the allegation: “T -

don’t think that he’s a kook. I'm
not irf a position to say whether
he's telling the truth or not, but’
hg does not appear to me to Dea
petgon other than totally ra-,
tional.” 3
Snyder said he hstened to a’
tape recording, now in the’
vhands of House investigators,
«. which purports to contain con-
versations relating to the alleg-
ed conspiracy. vy
A committee spoke an said’
the allegations are being in-’

- vestigated. If the House votes

next week to extend the com-

" mittee’s charter, commlttee in-

vestlgators may meet with the”

. man in Louisville next month

the spokesman said. .
Louisville Police "Chief John
Nevin said the department has
not received any official com-
munications from the,
assassinations committee. ,
- o . - Sy

17
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,f . -Courler-Journal Statt Writer
% The ex-policeman who recently told
*U.S. Rep. M, Gene Snyder about an
:abortive conspiracy to murder Df. Mar-
:tin Luther King Jr. has been identified

“as Clifton E. Baird, 50, who retired as a

patrolman from 'the Louisville Police®

+Depariment in 1975 and now
Fern Creek. = . . = ..
" Baiyd wasidentified
‘mant in yesterday's edition of The Ken-
" tucky Post, which called him “a 27-year
veteran of the Louisville force, now ‘in
ithe private security business.” .. .

: . PO
"t In a brief interview at her.home last
night, Baird’s wife Mary, 44, confirmed
- that it was her husband who told Sny-
der, R-4th District, about the “alleged
- plot to kill King, the civil rights activist
;ggt fo death in Memphis,.
8. Ctal .

lives in

cadn o

Aty v fRs

<o

ther, except to say that her husband is
out of town and unavailable to news-"
. men. R Ly PR
* Baird reportedly claimed he was of.
fered $500,000 to kill King, and said the
conspiracy involved FBI agents and oth-
er - Louisville policémen. According to
Snyder, the offer to Baird was made in
Baird)s car, which was equipped with a

n who gave informa

2 ke o
(X Y

as Snyder’s infor-

Tenn,, in
ki o8,

iy - ‘
Mrs, Baird declined to comment fur+

¢ ‘er heard anything

| .
1

~

DS a fetta

Y -

NPT
PR LRSI YRR S T S NPT

ng is ex-Louisville offi

T A
pe recorder, and Bafrd is in’ possession
. of a tape that supports his allegations.®
According to Snyder, Baird wrote,
“While I was in the Louisville Police
Department I was innocently involved in
" a conspiracy to assassinate Martin_Lu-
ther King.” S e R
Baird reportedly. identified several-
members of the alleged conspiracy, in-
*cluding at least three FBI agents, the
city’s chief of detectives, a captain, two
lieutenants, a patrolman and a sergeant
- who was president of the local lo ge of
the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). ..

. .The last reference apparently ' is to
Tom Denton, ‘who ‘rétired earlier ‘this
year as president of ‘FOP Lodge 6. Den-*
ton, who has said he is considering run:’
ning for Jefferson County sheriff, said
yesterday, “I swear I don't know any-
thing about it . . . I was quite surprised

i that it was in Louisville.” N .o
‘Former Chief of Detectives Priest

Friy another of those apparently re-

ferred to in Baird’s letter, said last

ynight that he “knew of’ Baird, but nev-
; about the alleged plot
to assassinate King. . . Ce
Curremgmuisville' Police Chief John.
Nevin saif the department has not re-
ceived any official communications from
the congressional committee investigat-_

' ing King’s assassination. SRRt
~ Nevin said he may have known Baird;”
“but he “didn’'t know him very well, Of
.gourse we were from different genera.
:tlons. . . , My first reaction to the thing
.was that it was preposterous.”

“ .G J. Hyde, a longtime Louisville po-.
Yiceman who became chief in 1968, said
he remembers Baird as “a very fine po-_
Jice officer. . . . He was a tall, heavyset

“fellow who wasn't afraid of man or,

beast. If 1 was going. on a job and ex-

%trouble. I'd want him with
e . oy et .|

¢ R U omand

fesve, cl 2

’

0o
|

|

i
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Rem‘ed P@Ememand S Wlf e Say
Husband Told Of E&mg Plot_‘

T "*’:e":'ﬁ THERY R AT FIRTE :{;'J‘”"“ © Tabesied ¢ u':;iihs P
E LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)—The wlte of a retlred
ipoliceman confirmed Wednesday it was her hus-’
Zband who told Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.) of an
alleged plot by Federal Bureau of Investigation
3(FBI) agents and Louisville Police officers to
. mssassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. .
Y7+ -Mary Balird, 44, sald her husband, Clifton E
ﬁalrd a former Louisville pollce omcer t.old
Bnyder ot the alleged plot T, )

& "» o

:-_SNYDER QUOTED Balrd as saylng the offer

:‘was made In a car by members of several mem-

-bers of the Louisville Police Department and

several FBI agents. Coate T arede TR o A

"Mrs. Baird said her husband retlred Irom the” )

:‘oulswzl'lllle Police Department several years ago "Kentucky Enduirer" s
<after 27years service. . s Steesi +
é; “He told me about this when I first married daily Dew sSpaper 9f

£him, seven years ago,” Mrs. Baird said in an’ general circulation,

“interview. “I think he thought he wasn’t golng to Covington, Kentucky,

. be belleved.” et e ) March 24, 1977
) Snyder said the man told him he was offered ’

“$500,000 on two occasions to kill Kimg. - R vy o

. Mrs. Baird said she believes one reason her

husband came forward with the allegation was

zbgcause “he wants to know why someone asked™
” - him” to kill King, who was assassmated 1n Mem- :

. phis, Tenn., in 1968. X
', “It sure has been on hls mind Mrs Bajrd '

ald. “He said it just got to botherlng him a
at’s why he contacted Mr. Snyder.” . .
Her husband, before contacti Snyder, tol

{ ne of James Earl Ray's attorneys of the allegla’
t. Plot, she said. Mrs. Baird said her husband was
: “dlscouraged" after talking with the attorney.
. Rayis servlng 99  years in prlson for the slaylng of
i Klng ,.

a0 ,r

SNYDER WHO disclcsed last week that he
had heard rrom a man who claimed knowledge,

- of a plot to km King, retused to dlvulge t.he man s

" pame.-

Baird told his wife “he was otfered $500 000 to

A" King and “he didn’t a.ppreclate it,” Mrsz

a.ird said. .
o A .n,\‘r)' f{'\. e AaERL e uﬁﬂ* At

19
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{f FOB stands for Fratemal Orde of
iRolice, a collective bargaii mg
ganization for police officers.
\{ Snyder said he could not divulge the
names listed in the letter or the
¢ identity of the man who contacted him.
gt ‘“What I'm saymg." Snyder sajd, *4s
lhose blanks need io be protected if
Lthere’s nothing to this. And if it is an
5‘ accurate allegation that he’s made,
. then the author of the letter needs to be
{ifirotected. The commnttee is
estigating it. » . ol
Y Snyder said the man "mdlcaﬁ:
“further in”the letter that after fe
retired he contacted who he says is
James Earl Ray’s attorney...
. Ray is serving a lifeterm i in prison in
connectlon with the assassinaton of the

_;late civil rights worker who was slam )

in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. . :
- Snyder said the former policeman’
i clalmed he was offered $500, 000 on two
: occasnons tokillKing.
“Richard "A. Sprague ‘ the
’ Phlladelphxa attorney who is chief
.counsel for the assassinations com-
.mittee, confirmed Snyder.had turned
'oir "material containing’ the

allpgation. | . . koo

T Es L i

“NiThe matter you ref” o has been"',"

referred to the committee and is under
investigation,” Sprague said.

Snyder said he would' vote to con-
tinue funds for the committee’s con-
tinued existence solely on the basis of
the allegation brought to him. )

"The former policeman, ,Suyder saxd
tried fo turn over a tape recording of

" the ah!ged $500,000 offer. t6 ‘Ray’s

"’of the committee. Devine, a forme

O et v:u-ﬂﬁ-k‘d“?#.*i'ﬂ?"{i

FBI agent, checked into the man’

;. background and found him to. be a '

. attorneys but finally was asked by one '

of the attorneys’ investigators “where

he planned to hide if he tned to
anything withthetape.” . . "
Snydgr, said he has dxscusso;d the,

do

: allegatitn with Rep. Samuel L. Deviné

of Ohio, the ranking minority member

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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" “solid citizen,” Snyder said.

LSt

Snyder said the man told him the'f'
offers for him to kill King were made

- in his automobile, where he had a tape

'r', R

recorder. Snyder quoted the man as
saying he had two tapes, one of whlch
was elther stolen ‘or lost. i i

YT s ad e Jepasitof by .‘-id‘l PAT K
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“LOUISVILLE Ky. (AP)—

:S. ‘Atty. George Long safis he

'has told the Justice Department
‘about an - allegation that
Louisville police and FBI
“agents conspired to assassinate
.:Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
+.Long said Friday that the®
Justice Department hasn’t
Mecided yet whether it will in-
Alestigate the allegations
‘dlisclosed last week by Rep
;1 ene Snyder, R-Ky.
~%8Snyder said he was contacted
’ by a man who told him of a con-
spiracy. to kill the late civil
yights leader. The man alleged,
-Snyder said, that six members
of the Louisville Police Depart-
“‘ment and several FBI _agenis

wereinvolved. - - R Ay
= Snyder has refused to dwul E
I\

the man’s name. However, Thi
Ke tucky Post reported tha

on Baird, 50, a retired
JLouisville pohceman made the

allejations, and his wife Mary,

44, confirmed it.

{{Baird has not ‘been available

for comment since his wife con-_
firmed he told Snyder of the
alleged plot.

Snyder, who still refuses to
identify the person who con-
tacted him, said he talked with
the man “face to face.” The
congressman quoted.the man as
saying he was offered $500,000
to kill King, assassinated in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. James
Earl Ray is serving 99 years in
prison for the murder of King.

Mrs. Baird said her husband
is a security guard, that he
retired from the police depart-
ment after 27 years service and
that he is out of town on an
assxgnment She has reiused
elab\\rate

: 4,7_\ .

4

-

e

'told of King"

murder story

b

% s2id her husband told her
ofithe alleged plot seven years
ajlo, when they were married/|

told Snyder, she said;
‘because he wanted “to kno
why someone asked him” to kill
King.
blm "z she said.

.. Snyder said the man told lnm
he had contacted one of Ray’s
attorneys, who dismissed the
_allegation as untrue. Snyder.
bowever, said his impression of
the man led him to believe the
charge at least should be in-
vestigated. Snyder said the man
- was “rational” and that the FBI
consndered him a “solid cmzen

R vy EEA ("&.V—A \-
! 'l‘he man told Snyder that' he
tape-recorded the allpged offe

hich he said waa &:do i ﬂ

r, the congressm.‘ n said

Spyderalso said the ltape had

en turmed over to the House
Select Committee on Assassina-
tions, along with a letter"from
the man in which names of
policemen and FBI agents
allegedly involved were listed.

. Snyder said he listened to a
¢°PY of the tape but that most of
‘it was inaudible. However, he
said he heard enough to
-eglablish it had something to do
‘withKing and money. .
- Snyder said, addxtmnal‘y,
t he changed his mind aboit
‘extending funding for the conly-
_mittee on the basis of his cory

‘versatlon withtheman. - *' -

Louisville Police Chief John
Nevin said his department
would not know where to begin
an investigation but. that he

-would like to be stipplied with

any information the House com-
mittee has on the alleged in-
volvement by Louisville pohce

It had been. “bothermg .ce’F“mY think before it's over

1 would very much like to
have the information furnished
to us so we can ask some serious
queshons," Nevin said. “Right
now, it is really most difficuit to
deal with the situation, but I

:we ke going to have to look ini

it, flo question ahout it.”

.,'A

"SunéDemocrat"

da11y newspaper of
general circulation;
Paducah, Kentucky,

March 27, 1977
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\ Scnpps-}loward Staff Writers .
e wUISVILLE KY.—They are almost

.all in their 60s now, graying and potbel-

“lied, leisurely workmg part-time retire-
1, ment jobs after lifelong police careers-

And until last week, they must have

V2.

“felt that their glory days, and the excite-

. ment of police work, were behind them.

" Now they have been named as part of
a 1965 plot to kill the late Martm Luther
K.mg Jr. )

They maintain they know nothing of
the charges leveled against them by
another former Louisville cop. They won-

..der why a man they recall fondly would:

secretly accuse them to investigators for
the House Assassinations Committee.

;7 But slowly they are finding out that
the charges of retired Louisville patrol-
man Clifton E. Baird—that they offered
-him $500,000 to kill King—have caught

-them in the rapidly closmg vise of con-,

gressional politics.
BAIRD'S ACCUSATIONS, contained
< in a still-secret letter to the House com-
"mittee, are being used by members of the
beleaguered panel as a lever to pry

approval for another year's continuation’

l‘rom a reluctant House.
t " Approval of a new budget of $2.7 mll-
lion is expected tomorrow, following com-
‘mittee leaks outlining Baird's charges
and a 14-page preliminary committee
report clalmmg new leads in the murders
:f ng m 1968 and President Kennedy in
063. - .. e [

Scnpps-Howard News Service has‘ i

- identified and interviewed four of the six
- Louisville policemen named in Baird's
“letter—and they categoncally deny lus
. charges, .

-.One of Baird's" former commandmg
offlcers recalled Baird warmly, and then
exploded when a reporter told him the
contents of the secret letter.

'*‘r}"“" Y T 1

@%ea‘ay they were

. .-...... o e

i W -\Ml*\:”""“"' L\ﬂ ]‘, ‘lww‘l ‘1 Nabhad

" *IT'S PREPOSTEROUS," .he said of
Baird's claim that six local lawmen and
three FBI agents planned to kill King dur-

<ing a period of open-housing tension here.

"It's so preposterous that it's ridicu-
lous. I just can't belleve it...He's
wrong,” he said. | . o .

‘A second called- Balrd's charges "sxlly
and stupid," and offered to take a lie
detector test. SR R

He added,"If he's accusmg me, he's.

. an out-and-out liar." 4ig

A third, the only one of the four still
on the Louisville police force, also offered
to take a lie test and said he intends to

- deny the charges under oath to the House

committee. N T L o
. Another renred lawman—a rankmg

officer attached to the same !district as ,

Baird and the rest of the policemen
named in the letter—took a more soft-
spoken app! to his denials., .
" oIp's kind of weird to me," he S&ld
"But I really can't help you.~All 1 know
about it is what I have read in the news-
papers.* e

.

Indmdrlally, they all.r‘a:sed.t‘he same E

pnvate uestions about Baird's charges
8 IEY ASK, did Baird Temain
silent about the alleged murder plan for
almost 12 years—and for-two years fol-
lowing his retirement after an unblemish-
ed 27-year career as a polxcemen? L
Where . would they—even: with the
connivance of the FBI-have' come. .up,
with §500,000 to pay a gunman?, * . ‘%
And, they ask, if the FBI was mvolv-
ed—with all the sophlsncated ‘equipment
atits dlsposal—why would they have set-
tled on 'an’ insignificant patrolman, not
highly regarded as a marksman, as the .
triggerman? ‘ L e e t
Baird, now. a Pinkerton's securlty
guard here, has disappeared since mak-
ing the charges. Reporters have been
unable to find him and committee sources,
refuse to say whether he is being held
under protective custody. ]

Ray cooperating—James Earl
Ray gave staff members of the House

22
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- Low e e e . sy PR AR -
Assassinations Commlttee information

yesterday which his lawyer said could
_identify the shadowy "Raoul" in the Mar-
" tin Luther King Jr. assassination. s -

« " Chief counsel Richard Sprague and
. three other committee investigators spent
;28ix hours with Ray, King's convicted
assassin,” at Brushy Mountain . State
Pnsonm'l‘ennessee ~

Sprague refused eomment on-what
Ray told the investigators. i -
Among the information Ray provxded
the committee or' made available through
his previous. lawyers, his attomez,,sard
:were travel dates and motel -lodging
*pecords documenting his own moveshents-
. as well as telephone numbers Ray claim-
", ed to have .used to contact Raoul,|a mys-
terious figure Ray has blamed for the
King murder. - S
. Ray, serving a 99-year pnson sen—
"tence for the King assassination, is hop-
ing to gain a new trial by oooperatmg
thh the committee. .. :

PRI
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"Kentucky Post",
daily neyspaper of
general circulation,
Covington, Kentucky
March 29, 1977




ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Oon March 25, 1977, Robert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant
Attorney General, Criminal Pivision, United States Department
of Justice, Washington, D. C., who has been appointed Special
Counsel for the Department of Justice in matters concerning
the HSCA, advised that the Attorney General had authorized
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) interview of Clifton E.
Baird, previously identified in newspaper articles contained
herein, in the presence of an Assistant United States Attorney
(AUSA), Louisville, Kentucky, concerning all details of Baird's
recent reported allegation that he had received an offer from
FBI Agents and police officers to assassinate Martin Luther
King, Jr. for $500 000.00.

On March 26, 1977, an attempt was made to interview
Cllfton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville, Kentucky,
concerning all detalls of recent reported allegation. Inquiry
at the Baird residence by Special Agents of the FBI, accompanied
by AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr., on March 26, 1977, revealed
that Clifton E. Baird was out of town at an undisclosed
location in Xentucky where, according to Baird's wife, Mary
Baird, the former was on special assignment in connection with
his employment with Pinkerton, Inc. Detective Agency, 510 West
Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky. Mary Baird declined to
furnish information concerning Baird's specific location since
Baird was working on special assignment  involving twelve hour
shifts and interview of Baird while so employed could possibly
jeopardize his job and cause him embarrassment inasmuch as his
co-worker on that assignment had no knowledge of Baird's
recent allegation. Mary Baird indicated that her husband would
not return to Louisville, Kentucky, until the morning of
March 29, 1977, at which time she would ask Baird to contact
the FBI Louisville Office or United States Attorney's Office,
Louisville, Kentucky.

Mary Baird advised that she had no personal knowledge
of the reported offer which apparently occurred sometime
in 1966 and that her husband had not revealed any pertinent
facts of the allegation to her. .Identities of the FBI Agents
and Louisville Police Department officers reportedly named
in her husband's letter to Representative M. G. (Gene) Snyder
were unknown to Mary Baird. :
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According to Mary Baird, her husband, Clifton E.
Baird, was interviewed by the HSCA in Washington, D. C.
"several weeks ago", at which time a tape recording of the
alleged offer to kill Martin Luther King, Jr. and all other
pertinent data were provided committee members. Mary Baird
did not believe that a copy of the tape recording existed
and had no knowledge of any copy of the letter written by her
husband to Snyder which may have been retained by the former.

Mary Baird was of the opinion that Snyder publicized
receipt of the allegation in order to insure continued funding
of HSCA scheduled to expire March 31, 1977. Mary Baird had
no knowledge of how her husband's identity was "leaked" to the
news media, noting that she has been harassed by the nevs
media both at home and her employment, Stockyards Bank,
Louisville, Kentucky, in an apparent effort to obtain
additional information regarding the allegation and arrange
an interview of her husband. As of March 26, 1977, no known
interview of Baird had been conducted by the news media.

Mary Baird assured Special Agents of the FBI and
AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr. that she would have her husband,
Clifton E. Baird, contact the FBI or the United States
Attorney's Office immediately upon his return to Louisville,
Kentucky. The necessity for immediate interview of Clifton
E, Baird was reiterated to Mary Baird and suitable
arrangements for same on or about March 29, 1977, were made.

On March 26, 1977, the above information was
furnished to United States Attorney George J. Long, Jr.,
Western Distriet of Kentucky, Louisville, Kentucky.

_ On March 29, 1977, the second attempt was made to
contact Clifton E, Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville,
Kentucky, for the purpose of arranging aisuitable interview
with Special Agents of the FBI in the presence of AUSA
Alexander T. Taft, Jr. Included herein as follows is a
summary of that contact:
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FD-302 (REV. 1128070) ¢ . ) ,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3/30/77

Date of transcription

On March 29, 1977, at approximately 7:28 PM,
Special Agents EDMUND V. ARMENTO and CHRIS R, HOEHLE arrived
at the residence of CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane,
Louisville, Kentucky, for the specific purpose of contacting
BAIRD in an effort to arrange a suitable interview of BAIRD
with Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney
-(AUSA) ALEXANDER T, TAFT, JR. in connection with an allegation
of an offer reportedly made to BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents
during 1966 to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, Contact
was made inasmuch as BAIRD had failled to initiate contact with
the FBI or the United States Attorney's Office on March 29,
1977, as had been requested of his wife, MARY BAIRD, during
previous contact on March 26, 1977, .

Upon arrival at the BAIRD residence, MARY BAIRD
answered the doorbell, at which time Special Agents immediately
identified themselves and displayed their credentials, MARY
BAIRD acknowledged that she recognized both Special Agents
from previous contact with same on March 26, 1977, however,
requested that Special Agents speak with her outside her
residence. Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her
residence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were
sitting on front porches in close proximity to BAIRD residence
and would be able to overhear all conversation. Entrance into
residence was granted by MARY BAIRD following the above request.
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIRD was asked if she had been
in contact with her husband, CLIFTON E, BAIRD, to which she
replied that her husband was in fact present at the residence.

CLIFTON E, BAIRD entered the living room of the
BAIRD residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to
identify themselves with credentials in the presence of
BAIRD's wife and explainr the purpose of the contact. CLIFTON
E. BAIRD exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were,
refused to shake hands or look at the credentials. BAIRD
stated, "I know who you are.', not giving the interviewing
Agents opportunity to explain the reason for instant contact,
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attorney General of the
United States had specifically requested he be interviewed

Interviewed on__3/29/77 o« Louisville, Kentucky Fie LS 44-947

SA CHRIS R. HOEHLE

o SA EDMUND V. ARMENTO/EVA/scs | Dote dictated____3/30/17

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. i is the property of the FBl and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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. sonoerning allegations recently"reVealed by BAIRD -t United .

. .. States Representative M. G, (GENE) SNYDER. . BAIRD. blurted,
. "I have no statement to make. - Just’ leave.", not allowing
.ggﬂinterviewing Agents to complete statement.-,, ;:4: B S

e . BAIRD became visibly upset and his eyes appeared L
- glassy and moist, speaking abruptly and ‘not ‘allowing. interviewing

. Agents to- eXPreSSJthemselves fully.‘ While leaving residence . -

<z at the: specific direction of BAIRD Special Agents again ;‘“' .

"liarrange an interview of - BAIRD with: Special Agents of .the. FP¥

};in ‘the: presence of a representative of the United ‘States .’ e
;Attorney. "BAIRD- immediately’inquired as:to.the’ 1dentity of. 3 s ps
the United _States ‘Attorney: aid,when informed that the local

"?l”United States - ‘Attorney was- GEORGE J. 1ONG, JR., ‘BAIRD exclaimedh
-~ ““Don't bring that man out here, I 'have no. use. for. him’".lﬁv..

Q_BAIRD further éxélaimed, "I lavé received numerous. threats
o Erom the - FBI ovéer. thé" 1ast “ten years.'. and "'I. have. nothing

- ’7~to say." - -BAIFD termlnated ‘the contact by stating, "I"11.

"say it all to the.House. Committee." Immediately prior to

(:'ﬁftermination of -contact, BAIRD was advised that if he’ possessed”_.

" any evidence of misconduct on the part of ‘any FBI Agent, he

‘??should immediately bring Same: to the attention: of the Attoxney

- General of -the United States.  Contact was terminated at 7: 32 PM‘"M

ks ”:sand Special Agents 1mmediate1y departed the area of the

> ‘-Avv\
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On March 29, 1977, AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr.
was advised of the results of the contact with Clifton E.
Baird by Special Agents of the FBI on the evening of March
29, 1977. )
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