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MR. TROTTER 4-8-68

S. F. Latona

MURKIN

LATENT PRINT EXAMINATION

Re my memo to you of 4-6-68, advising that six latent
fingerprints remain unidentified on evidence submitted by Memphis
including a latent print on the rifle that is identical with a latent print
on the binoculars, also that three latent fingerprints were developed
on a cartridge box from the gun store in Birmingham.

On 4-7-68, lifts from room in Memphis occupied by
Unsub., board from sill in bathroom, and a T-shirt and pair of shorts
were deldvered by Memphis agent for laboratory and latent examination.
A latent fingerprint on a lift from dresser in room, a latent fingerprint
on lift from fireplace, and a latent fingerprint on the board are of value
for identification.

These twelve latent fingerprints are not identical with
all suspects named to date.

= &

-~

'snuu‘vi.'

Memphis and General Investigative Divisio@ havérhe
advised. Y
e
At 7 A.M. this date (4-8-68), three additional 'riﬂes from
the gun store in Birmingham were delivered for latent examinatich. .
These three rifles were handled by Unsub. prior to his purcha the ‘.
two rifles mentioned in my memo to you dited 4-6-6 Pge ae rifles are

presently being examined for latent prints and yphn advised of the
results.
~ <Y H p‘

RECOMMENDATION: yev 1 "Rt

For information. pEOT R SRt

ool i e, ,~~’;».? g*

1 - Mr. Delbach SRR
1 - Mr. Mohr
1- Mr. Ro

1- Mr. "Bishopy ‘# ym 2k
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1-Mr. Frasier
1-Cftice, 7133
. Courad 4-8-88
1*‘1"; mm; ‘n’; 13
I-Mr, Griffith
i. H. Jsvoaws

GEEBOEN SUBJECT, aise
kaown a8 Joba willard;
RAKYIN LUTHRK KING, JR, -
VICTIN; CIVIL RICGRTE

i&n & remit of iavestigation, the Rirmiaghas Ofiice
advised that the .30-08 Remingtos rifle iavelved ia this case
wvas seld to & persea giviag the same Barvey Lowssyer ea 3-30-68
by the Asrcmariae Supply Cempany, 3781 Amt Righway,
Birsingham, Alabama. The purchasexr origissally wought a caliber

.3243 ¥iachester rifle oa 3-29-88 upon which he had mousted a
iedfisld telesceope sight. The wxw returaed this rifie

the iollowiag day aad e if ftoxr the .30-08 caliber

Remiagten rifle, Sexial Number 481476, which was recovered ia
Bemphis immediately following the shooting of Nartin lLuther King, Jr.
isremarine Supply Company transferrsd the telescope sight to

this rifle, usiag & sow mount.

The Elrmisgham Gffice smbxitind the fellowing material
for laderatory and lateat exsaisatios:

- 343 Wischoster caliber Zemiagtean beli-actiea
rifle, Hede) 700, Serial Nunber 283749 from
Aoromaring 3upply Company

Tsl‘?m” sight mouat from 343 Vinchester caliber
ritle

Original isvoice dated 3-20-68, Number 23314,
coveriag salie ¢f rifle to Narvey Lowmeysr

Copy of iavoice, Mumber 33514
Factory box for .343 Wiachester caliber rifle

1-Mr. Yolason
i~ity. Nehr
1-Mr. Delosch
i-Mr. Hesea
1-xr. Tretier
i-Mr. Bisbop
i-#ir. Bertiasdale

RAF:ald (13) {CONTINGRD - OVER)
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Benorandus to Br. Coarad
Re: UEKNGRN SUBJECT, also
hkaowa a8 Joha Fillard;
mﬂ m ﬂ'. “o -
VICTIN;: CIVIL RIGETS

BRiue bexes of caliber .243 ¥insheater
Snpuaition

Elimisation sajor case priats of Doasld 7. ¥%ood
aad U. L. Nathew Baker

Birnisghian regussted the Laberatory determias whether
this .343 Ninchester rifle had bees fired. The Laboratory
determingd it hid not beea fired.

Birainghan reguentsd v deternias wvhether we could
asacciate the tslescope night on the rifle recevered is
Bemphis with the sight sount origianily used with this sight
on the .243 ¥iancheester rifle. Tw Wnuu deterained tiere
vers 30 sarks left on the telescepe aight by this msvunt amd
theretore #0 association was pessible.

A docusent exaaination is beiag made of the signature
Appeariag o the gul sale inveice aad fiagerpriat esamisatioas
are heing made oa all of the items listed above.

Ia this coamection, the aine boxes of anmunition were
subsitied siece- the Aeromarias Supply Company clerks stated
the purchager 91 the rifle may bave od Oone or more of
these baxes.

Bimmiaghan and Nemphis will be advissd of the remiits
of all examiaations by teletype.

ACTION: ¥or information.
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Mr. Deloach

A. Rosen

MURKIN

/e, mummm’m murder of Martin Luther Xing, Jr.,

Attached for approval is 2 memorandum to the White House
summarizing developments since the lJast memorandum was prepared for

the President on 4/6/68. Copies have been prepared for the Attorney
General, the Deputy Attorney General, and the Civil Righis Division.
The following details are not included in the attached memorandum,

Among the items recovered near the crime scenEwere in
undershirt aand a pair of shorts, mhmmmmﬁuy
- mari R hhs been dotermined that the mark was made by £ Thexmo -
angmmmbym'rm
Wammmmmmm vod
but believes the marking cods indicates a lJaundry in the Northeastern
m,mmmmmmmmm

. R i noted that the rifle believed to be the murder weapon was
nmbytmmdulnrmvww R has been determined that
person:

Ty vf}

ACTION:
1. Attached for approval is & memorsadum for the White House

with copies for the Attorney Gemeral, mmmmm
the Civil Rights Division,

2. All-out investigation is contimuing on an expedite basis,

Enclosure
WLM:vea (11)
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1 - Mr. McGowan, Room 2712
1 - Mr. Mortimer

2 - Mr. Gﬂ%&

PLAIN TEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO £ACS COLUMBIA
MEMPHIS

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI

MURKIN

LABORATORY HAS ANALYSED THE LETTER COMEINATIONS IN
THE HARRY LOWMYER NAME ON THE AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY
INVOICE IN RELATION TO THE SIGNATURES APPEARING ON
FINGERPRINT CARDS OF APPROXIMATELY FIFTYFIVE SUBPECTS. MANY
OF THE FINGERPRINT CARD SIGNATURES WERE TOTALLY NOT
COMPARABLE AND NO MEANINGFUL COMPARISONS WERE POSSIBLE.
A FEW SIMILARITIES WERE NOTED BETWEEN THE SIGNATURE OF
soesy ray craves, rei Nuvezr [ N
AND CERTAIN SIMILAR LETTERS IN THE HARRY LOWMYER NAME. DUE
TO THE LIMITED NATURE OF THE MATERIAL THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
THESE FEW SIMILARITIEY ¢OULD %gn;!: ASSESSED..

FOR INFORMATION,OF MERPHIS." GRAVES IS SUBJECT OF
COLUMBIA FILE ONE FIVE SEVEN DASH FOUR TWO SIX NINE, RESIDES
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TELETYPE TO COLUMEIA AND MEMPRIS
MURKIN

BOLLING SPRINGS, SOUTH CAROLINA, BORN
B INMAN, BOUTH CAROLINA, HEIGRT
SIX FEET TWO INCHES, WEIGHT ONE HUNDRED EIGHTYFIVE POUNDS,
BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES. GRAVES I8 EXALTED CYCLOPS OF
KLAN IN BOILING SPRINGS AREA. UNIDENTIFIED LATENTS LOCATED
TO DATE ARE NOT IDENTICAL WITH GRAVES'S FINGERPS
NOTWITHSTANDING DIFFERERCE IN DESCRIPTION /

THAT GRAVES'S FINGERPRINTS NOT IDENTIFIED WITR LATENTS
MEMPFHIS SHOULD STILL NOT OVERLOOK GRAVESB A8 A SUBPECT
N VIEW OF THE LIMITED WRITING SIMILARITIES NOTED.

PHOTOGRAPH OF GRAVES AVAILABLE IN FINGERPRINT JACKET

BEING MAILED MEMPHIS WITH COPY OF THIS WIRE.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PLAINTEXT APRIL 7, 1968

TELETYPE URGENT  }_ e hiohr

TO:  SAC, MEMPHEE (44-1987) 1~ Cifice, 'ms
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 1- Mr. Fragis,

UNSUB; AKA JOEN VILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., VICTI;

CR

REURAIRTE L APRIL BIX LAST,
UNDERSBGRTS AND T SHIRT EACH BEARS LAUNLRY TAG
PITE WHAT APPEARS 17O BE CEARACTERS "C 3 B~ 6. OWLY POR~
TIONS OF FIRBT CHARACTER PRESENT ON EACH TAG., LABORATORY
DOES NOT MAINTAIN VISIBLE IA?&?&Z«RY MARK FILE, ’ NO mvmm
c
<

& -
p kS

-~

mzﬂ*m%mﬁg FOUNE: ON EITHER GARMENT.

A

»

T mmﬁﬁaxs SMALL IK SIZE HILE T smg B mx‘
NO mmg:mm ON UNDERSHORTS, T SEIRT HAS "JOCEEY" BRAND:
mmir, mﬂ §§m& FLAT VITE FOLDED PIECE THREE QUARTER
DICH “7IDF CELLOPHANE TAPE ABOUT ONE INCE LONG HAVING ONE
CUT END AND ONE TORN END,

RAF:jis
(an

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




s
< 3
i .
i v
B
. P
eecn R
N
-
3
N
.
.
tork

Lo

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PLACES WITH BROWN TEREA

HO BAIRS FOUNE ON EITHER GARMENT,
EAVE BEEN PRODUCED BY LIGET BLOW FROM MUZELE OF VEAPON
COULD BE PRODUCED BY SIDE OF BARREL AT MUZILE BUT INSUFYI-

NO WOOD, PAINT, ALUMINUM OR SIGNIFICANT MARKS FOURD
ON RIFLE BARREL. NO GUNPOWER OR RESIDUR FOUND ON BOARD.
LATENT RESULTS AND CONFIRMING LABORATORY EEPORT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




MR. TROTTER 4/6/68

8. 7. latona

UMKNOWN SUBJECT, AKA JOHN WILLARD;
ngu LUTHER RING, JR. - VICTIN

RESULTS OF LATENT PRINT EXAMNINATION

All evidence delivered 4/5/68 by Nemphis and
Birmioghan agents has been examined for lstent prints with
following results:

NMemphis evidence

One fingerprint on side of Remington Model 760 rifle, Q2

One fingerprint on Redfield telescopic sight omn rifle, Q2

One palm primt on black box for rifle, Ql. (This palm
print ideatified a» palm print of Domald F. Wood, clerk
in Birmingham store whare rifle )

One fingerprint on binoculars, Ql4, from blue mipper bag.
(This latent fingerprint identical with latent finger-
print on Q2 rifle)

One fingerprint on newspaper "Commercial Appeal, Nemphis,
April 4, 1968" from blus mipper bag

One fingerprint on after shave lotion bottle, Q24, from
blue xipper bag

One fingerprint on beer can, Q83, from blue =zipper bag

Birminghan evidence

Three fingerprints and three palm priants on Remington
Nodel 700 rifle box. (These latent priats all ideatical
nu:tpﬂm and palm prints of Birmingham store clerk,

Three fingerprint on cartridge dox from shelf in
Birminghan gun stere

Fifteon fingerprints on two invoices from sale of two
rifles in Birmisghan. (Fourteen are identical finger-
prints of store clerk, Wood, and one identical finger-
print sgent recoveriag invoices)

Both rifles have been disassembled and all parts exanined
for lateant prints.
(CONTINUED -~ OVER)

GJIBsape (14)

1l « Mr. Deloach
%:W'
1 « M. Romen
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NMemorsndum to NR., TROTTER

RE: Unksowsn Subject, AXKA Jobn Willard;
Nartin Luther King, Jr. - Vietim
cR

The aforementioned latent prints, that have not been
sliminated an prints of atore clerk Vood and agent, are not
identical with fiagerprints of suspects or of ivdividuals whose
aanes o prints have been furaished for elimination purposes.
Latent prints have been compared with each other but no sdditiomsl
identifications effected.

All evidence presently being retained in either
Laboratory or ldeatification Divisions,

RECOMMENDAT ION
Yor iaformstion.

ADDENDUN; ::.phu, Birminghan and General Investigation Divisions
advised,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



A, Roees

NURDER OF NARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

At the request of the Departasat a full iavestigatiea
has boen imstituted inte the swrder of Nartia luther King, Jr.,

at Menphis, Tonasssee, oa the sveaing of 4/4/68.

Attached is . lstterheead neoswrandun for the Presideat,
the Attorney Geasral, the Deputy Attormey Geasral and the
Civil Rights Divisiea settiag out the basic facts of the shootiag
and summarisiag isformation preseatly available.

T™he following details ds not appear ia the letterhead =
nonorandun: (”,

The iadividual using the name Jobs Villard, who is °
a sesapect ia this came, may be ideatieosl with Joha Nmbeart
¥illard, alse kaowe as Joha Nubbard Willard, FBI Ne. 934 454-C
who received a probatiocssry seatemes, §/20/858, is coamsction with
an arsoa charge ia Mississippi. umanumumm
made to immediately lecate Joha imbeart Villavd.

Although NMammel Narcws Levia and Alex J. Hurder,
suspects arrested by the pelice, wsmre releaned whea they were
vouched for by the Southera Christian Leadership Confereace, we
are thoroughly checkiag them omt.

Mﬂ .F}i’;?,_‘, ‘

1. Attached is a letterhesd memereailis for the White
Bouse, the Attorney Gemeral, the Deputy uwmmm
the Civil Rights Divisiea. K YT oH 28

sy s e THAT210W '

R

oy BELEiAL

3. All-out | mtinug oa s
prierity basis. daveptisation e top

vy ¥
A LA AS

Eac losure

WilM:cs
Q1)
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In Reply, Please Refer to o
_ File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20538

April 5, 1968
MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

At approximately 6:03 p, m,, April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr,, was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and

.- Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King's associates, who were at the

street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard, He was taken at once to St, Joseph Hospital where he was.
pronounced dead at 7:05 p, m, - Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord,

Invest1gat1on indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing, A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p, m, and
immediately after the shot was fired; a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building, The bathroom provides an open view of
King's room, Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket. This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968, '

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p.m, and 3:30 p, my, April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying

- one week!s rent in advance, Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine

Hotel and Motel, We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible,

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine

company approximately 300 feet from King®s room, At approximately 6 p. m,

he heard a noise at his door, He looked up and saw a man walking away,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton, A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby, Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speed,

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing
exhaustive examinations in the FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item, The carton contained a , 30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476, The rifle is equipped with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight, The zipper bag contamed various personal items
including a pair of binoculars,

The bullet recovered from King's body is also bemg examined
by the FBI Laboratory,

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage, These
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J, Hurder, Both have been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadersh1p
Conference and have been released,

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is
being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder,

X0
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DELIVERED APRIL 5, 1968 BY SA ROBERT FITZPATRICK, MEMPHIS OFFICE

- Submitted by Airtel #1 as recovered by Inspector N. E, Zachary;
Memphis Police Department in vicinity of 424 South Main Strleet:

Ql Rifle box for Browning .243 Winchester caliber rifle,
Serial Number 474475

Q2 .30-06 Springfield caliber Remington '"Gamemaster' slide-
action rifle, Model 760, Serial Number 461476, with Redfield
telescope sight, Serial Number A17350, with clip .

Q3 .30-06 Springfield caliber Remington-Peters cartridge case
Q4-Q1l2 Nine .30-06 Springfield caliber cartridges (five Remington-

Peters and four R-A-55) in Peters cartridge box, Index
Number 3033

Q13 Large green and brown cloth . ;&m
. 7 (4} i
Submitted by Airtel #2 as recovered by Inspector N. E. Zachary, ~—

Memphis Police Department in vicinity of 424 South Main Street:

Q14 *"Banner'" binocular (Bushnell) 7 by 35, Serial Number DQ408664
(allegedly in zipper bag when recovered)

Q15 Zipper bag

ITEMS FROM OUTSIDE COMPARTMENT OF ZIPPER BAG

Q16 Needle-nose pliers and tack hammer
Ql7 Box of '"Band-Aid Sheer Strips" ]
018 Georgia-Alabama Standard Oil map

Q19 "Commercial Appeal" Memphis newspaper, first
section only, issue of April 4, 1968

Q20 Standard Oil map of the United States

'Page 1 | . (continued on next page)
'1fPC-A5498 BX JV : :
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ITEM INSIDE ZIPPER BAG, IN POCKET

Q21

Partial roll of toilet paper

ITEMS LOOSE INSIDE ZIPPER BAG

Q22

Q23
Q24

Q25

Q26
Q27
Q28

Binocular case with instruction booklet, lens
cloth and guarantee card

Binocular box cardboard

"Gillette Travel Kit" purchased at Oliver Rexall
Store, Whitehaven, price $1.89, with razor, lotion

- shaving cream, deodorant, hair cream and razor

blade in dispenser

Gray paper sack bearing marking "York Arms Co."
with receipt dated 4-4-68 in amount of $41.55

White and yellow towel
White handkerchief

Tube of "Colgate'" toothpaste

« Q29-Q30 Pair of black socks

F

Q31 Seven-ounce can of "Right Guard" deodorant

Q32 Channel Master radio

Q33 Bottle of "Bufferin"

Q34 Elastic belt

Q35 Tube of "Brylcreem"

Q36 Bottle of '"One-A-Day" vitamins

Q37 Small bar of "Cashmere Bouquet'" soap

Q38 Hairbrush

Q39 Bar of '"Dial" soap,‘bath size

‘ Q40 Tube of "Head and Shoulders" shampoo

Page 2 : T E ‘
PC-A5498 BX JV : : ' (conﬁnued on negt page)
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. ITEMS LOOSE INSIDE ZIPPER BAG (continued)

Q41 Can of‘brown "Kiwi'" shoe polish

'Q42 Can of "Palmolive Rapid Shave' shaving cream
Q43 Maroon button (in sack with beer) |
Q44 Black button (in sack with beer)

Q45 Toothbrush, '"Pepsodent”

Q46 Safety razor, without blade

Q47 Plastic bottle of "Mennen Afta™ lotion

Q48 Small baf of "Cameo" toilet soap

Q49 Small bar of "Cashmere Bouquet'soap, bearing
advertisement of Friendship Inn

Q50-Q51 Two bobby pins

QSZ—QSB Two'cans of "Schlitz" beer, pull tab
Q54 Plastic "six-pack" carfying device

Q55 Brown paper sack %containing beer) . E-
Q56 Small brown paper sack, émpty

Q57 Key ‘

Q58 Toothpick

Q59 Metal ring

Q60-Q61 Two coat hangers

Q62 Two links from "Adjust-O'" watchband

Q63 Maroon button

‘Page 3 :
" PC-A5498 BX JV , (continued on next ‘page)
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Submitted by Airtel #3:

Q64 Bullet from body

Q65 Twenty dollar Federal Reserve Note, Series 19634,
Serial Number F14002844A

Q66 Twenty dollar Federal Reserve Note, Series 1963A,
Serial Number H16164663A

»

Q67 Twenty dollar Federal Reserve Note, Series 1963,
Serial Number F06445143A

Q68 Fingerprint card for Bessie Ruth Brewer

Page 4
PC-A5498 BX JV
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7
l‘m‘. FM“'EM.
1-Office, Ti133-Enc.

Mr, Coarad | 4-5-68
A H., Jevons
e N\\%
UNKNOWN SUBJECT; ™~
also imows d; .

Sixtyeight ltems were received from the Memphis Office today
in connection with this cass. They consisted of a bullet from the victim's
body, a . 30-08 Springfield caliber Remington ‘Gamemaster"” slide-action
rifle, sodel T6%, Serial Number 481476, with a Redlield telescope sight
attached, bearing Serial Number AlT350, several loaded . 30-06 caliber
cartridges of both commercial and military types, & bedspread, a
suitcase contalning mumerous toilet articles, maps, a sswspaper section,
a binocular, towel, handkerchief, a pair of socks, two cans of beer,
purchased in Mississippl, and several miscellanscus items. In addition
to the above, three twenty-doliar biils were sabmitted for fingerprint
examination,

The bullet {rom King's body is a . 30 caliber me tal-jacketed,
aoft point, -sporting type rifle bullet, similar in all remsaining characteristics
to the bullets ia five of the loadad cartridges found in the suitcase referred
to above. This suitcase was recovered by the Memphis Police Department
after being abandoned in the vicinity of 424 South Main Street. A cartridge
case found in this saitcase was identified as haviag been fired in the
Henington rifle referred to above which was also abandoned at this address.

Baged on general rifling Lopressions, the ballet from King's body
could have been fired from the Remington rifie but dae to matilation of
the buliet, tasuificient marks of value for identification remain and it was
not possible to determine definitsly whether or nut the iatal bullet came
{rom this rifla. This conciusion was reached indespendently by three of
the Laboratory’s firearms examiners.

Enclosure
1-Mr. dohr
1-Mr. Deloach
1-“3‘. M
l"w. B‘m

-3, Hactiadele

RAF:alb (11)
(CONTINUED - OVER)
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Memoprandam to Mr. Conrad
alao known 83 Joba Willard;
MARTIN LUTEER KNG, JR, ~
VICTIM,; CIVIL RIGHTS

The Mexphis Clfice reguesied the Laboratery to determine
hmdwﬁhmmm These exnminntions
are going lorward. dome of the items submitted contained kair and

foreign fibers of pessible value for comparison with suspect's hair
and clothing: howsver, to dabte, we have received so sampect's hair
axmmm

mwnmmmuamawmm
than of Negreid or other origin.

has besa or is being examined for latent fingerpriate.

The Mempbis Office is belng furnished & telotyps conceraing
e firearma, hair and fiber, soll and document exnminstions today.

ACTION: None, For information.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ED-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

ey

i

|

- . N —rf i

- |

7 ‘ |

: ; |

& ’ FBI 1

. ~ : . . '

Date: 4/4/68 , : i

- i

. . o |

Transmit the following in TTme s Tntent o cade] j‘

AIRTEL AM RN !

~(Priority) |
______________________________________________ ) I N,

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI .

ATTN: FBI LABORATORY
FROM:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

UNSUB; Aka. John Willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS |

00: MEMPHIS .=

Submitted herewith is black box with caption
"Browning Shotguns, Rifles, Pistols, Mauser Rifle" appearing
on top of box. At end of box appears label bearing Number
130712 with marking "Caliber 243W," Further descriptive data

- on this label discloses’it is Browning high-powered rifle, 22"

barrel, light with sights, grade Safari, and SN 444915,

Possibility exists that number may read "4Y44Z5."

Inside box is Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760.
Number appearing on rifle is 461476, Rifle bears Redfield
Tube Sight 2X7X. In addition, box contains clip which was
removed from weapon by SA O, V, JOHNSON. Also contained in
box is shell casing which was removed from weapon by SA O, V.
JOHNSON and SAC R, G, JENSEN. Also in box is package of Peters
high velocity center fire cartridges; nine cartridges in case,
eleven empty slots,

This material recovered by Inspector N, E, ZACHARY (NA),

Memphis Police Department, in area immediately in front of

424 South Main Street. This is location Canipe Amusement Co.
Box in which rifle contained was partially obscured and covered
by blanket of green herringbone type material. This blanket
also recovered by Inspector ZACHARY. It is noted blanket has
some mud stains thereon. Inspector ZACHARY advised blanket
is not property of rooming house at which UNSUB stayed.
3 ) BUREAU (Enc. ‘

MEMPHIS °

- » (4) p g ,7‘ ‘ G L ‘, .
Approved: . = (i<t Sent — M Per

LT TAT
DNUJd DI

Special Ag7‘t in Charge -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




REQUEST OF LABORATORY

Laboratory requested to examine all poss1b1e places on

" rifle, scope, cartrldges, and box for possible evidence of finger-

prints. . T

In connection with enclosed blanket, Laboratory requested to
submit to soil examination since evidence of soil appears thereon.
Also determine, if possible, nature of composition of blanket, as
to whether it is synthetic or animal fiber. If possible, determine

, percentage of content, if it is a mixed type composition, cotton fiber,

woolen fiber, or synthetic fiber. Also advise if possible any
knowledge available to Laboratory as to possible manufacturer of
blanket. Any other appropriate examination in connection with this
blanket should be conducted by the Laboratory.

‘ ;2-,
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FBI
Date: 4/4/68

Transmit the. following in

(Type in plaintext or code)
Vi AIRTEL AM N
: (Piiority)
e e e e e e e e ot e o et . i o o s o o D R

TO:  DIRECTOR, FBI :
: ATTN: FBI LABORATORY

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

UNSUB, Aka. John Willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM
CR

AIRTEL #2

Re Airtel #1 submitted this date, Attn: FBI Laboratory.

) - In separate container there is submitted second item

- recovered by Inspector N, E, ZACHARY (NA), Memphis PD, in same
area as rifle submitted in prior Airtel. This zipper bag was
recovered in area in front of 424 South Main Street., Business
located at this address is Canipe Amusement Co. '

" Individual items in blue zipper bag, 20 x 30 inches, have
not been individually marked. They were all, however, recovered
by Inspector ZACHARY. Contents of bag are as follows:

(1) - In outside zipper compértment is one’small‘magnétic tack
hammer., - . :
(2) Small needle-nose type pliers bearing sales tag, or -

identifying tag, on handle which reads either "Compage' or
""Rompage' Hardware,

(3) Georgia-Alabama Standard 0il map.

(4) ""'Commercial Appeal," Memphls newspaper, first section only,
issue ot April 4, 1968,

(5)  Standard Oil U, .S, map. :

|3 BUREAU (Enc. : ' —
"1 MEMPHIS RGJ: N (4) - '.'ﬂ" EEEE AR
- Approved: < a LIV s ‘/ Sent LM Per__

Spe’cml Age(nt in Charge

r
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ME 44-1987

When opened blue bag ha§~1nsert and enclosed in 1nsert"‘
is one roll of toilet paper.

In bag proper is a set of binoculars, Banner by Bushnell,
binocular case and a box in which binoculars in case belong.
Binoculars carry magnifying 7 x 35 and No. DQ408664.

: (2) Gillette shaving kit - razor, lotion, foamy cream,
"Right Guard, Heads Up -~ appears purchased from Oliver Rexall Drug
Store, Whitdhaven, Tenn., price $1.89.

(3) Gray paper sack bearing York Arms Co. price tag $41.55,
dated 4/4/68., This appears to be bag in which binoculars purchased,

(4) One white and yellow checked towel.
, (5) 'One white handkerchigf; no'laundry.mark,V
(6}  TubéfCo1géfe toothpaste. =
“(7) Pair black socks
(8) % oz. can Right Guard o
‘ (9) 6~ Tran51stor Channel Master Radio
.(10) Bottle Bufferln i o
(11) 'Strlnv belt, gray inﬁcolor.
(12) Brillcream
(13) Bottle of one-a-day Vitamins
(14) Cashmere Bouquet bar of soap
.(15) Hair brush
(16) Dial Soap

(17)‘ Head and Shoulders Shampoo bearing=Liggitt-Rexall #1678,
Price $1.10. ' -

(18) Can Kiwi brown polish

-

9.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ME 44-1987

(19)
(20)
(21)
(22)
(23
(24)
(25)

Loose button, maroon color

Tooth brush and safety fazofm“"’””

Mennin Afta
Cameo Small toilet soap
Two bobby pins

2 cans Schlitz beer in paper sack.

"-REQUEST OF LABORATORY

Palmolive Rapid Shave with Liggitt Rexall #3478, 79¢

Laboratory requested to arrange for appropriate 1atent
fingeprint examination of all items contained herein, as well as
exterior and interior of blue bag, various and sundry items
enclosed inside bag, and various compartments.
possibility latent fingerprint examination,

s
o

Consider all for

. In addition to latent examination, Laboratory should
” conduct any appropriate Laboratory examination that will assist

Memphis in determining manufacturer and dlstrlbutor of any of
items enclosed in blue bag. »

See next page for additional Request of Laboratory.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



< av. 5-22-64) - _A v : RN
.
FBI
Date:

. ing in
_ﬁrcmsmxt the following { (Type in plaintext or code)
o : ' , N
" Via . ~(Piiority)

ME 44-1987

REQUEST OF FBI LABORATORY

, Laboratory requested to process all material within
thls outer compartment for fingerprints and conduct any other
appropriate Laboratory examination to assist Memphis in
ascertaining where this material came from,

Approved: : . Sent : M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FI-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
< ; FBi :
U | Date: 4/4/68

Transmit the following in
: . (Type in plaintext or code)

t——.b———_———-——~——;—

Vi AIRTEL
: : (Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI :
ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: UNSUB, aka
John Willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., -
VICTIM
CR

(00 Memphis) ~+F 7

Submitted herewith under separate cover is the
bullet which was removed from Dr. KING's body. It is
requested the Laboratory perform the necessary examinations

~* to determine if this bullet came from the rifle being
submitted,

- In addition to item mentioned above, there is
submitted herewith 3 separate $20 bills bearing the following
serial numbers:

Federal Reserve Note
Series 1963 A SN F14002844A

Federal Reserve Note ,
Series 1963 A SN H16164663A

Federal Reserve Note
Series 1963 SN F06445143A \w; .
= ‘ These were received from BESSIE RUTH BREWER at
: flop house in which captioned subject stayed. Mrs. BREWER
advised subject paid her this date.shortly after 3:00 P.M,
with a $20 bill., She does not know which of these $20
bills subject used. Therefore, Laboratory requested to
have necessary latent examination conducted on these $20
(3’ - Bureau (1-Package) (Encs 5)
————~4—-—Hemphis

X RGJ-mnr \Z{ e
Approve / ( it Sent V M  Per

Spacml Agenf in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987

bills. Also enclosed herewith are prints of BESSIE RUTH
BREWER for elimination purposes.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



l“‘mn Tﬁm 1-Ml‘. Bm

I‘Ml‘. Mﬁhl" l" . mme ’
| 4/5/68 » Conrad
PLAINTEXT 1-Mr, Deloach 1-Office, T133
1-Mr. Rosen 1-Mr. Frasier,
TELETYPR 1 URGENT 7410

TO SAC MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM DIRECTOR FBI

UNSUB.; AKA, JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
VICTIM; CR.

REURAIRTELS APRIL FOUR,

SERIAL NUMBER ON RIFLE BOX WHICH ORIGINALLY
CONTAINED BROWNING RIFLE DETERMINED TO BE FOUR SEVEN FOUR
FOUR Z FIVE.

BULLET FROM VICTIM I8 POINT THMRTY CALIBER METAL-
JACKETED SOFT POINT SPORTING TYPE BULLET OF REMINGTON -
PETERS MANUFACTURE. BULLET I8 IDENTIFIABLE IN ALL
REMAINING PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS TO ONE FIVE ZERO GRAIN
BULLETS IN FIVE LOADED CALIBER POINT THIRTY - ZERO SIX
SPRINGFIELD REMINGTON - PETERS CARTRIDGES IN SUBMITTED
PETERS CARTRIDGE BOX WEICH ALSO CONTAINED FOUR U, 8.
MILITARY CARTRIDGES OF REMINGTON MANUFACTURE CONTAINING
FULL-METAL JACKETED BULLETS,

RAF:fch (1)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS
RE: UNSUB,; AKA. JOBN WILLARD; MARTIN me JR,,
VICTIM; CR |

BASED ON GENERAL RIFLING IMPRESSIONS, BULLET FROM
VICTIM COULD HAVE BEEN FIRED FROM POINT THIRTY - ZERO 81X
SPRINGFIELD CALIBER REMINGTON GAMEMASTER RIFLE, MODEL |
SEVEN SIX ZERO, SERIAL NUMBER FOUR SIX ONE FOUR SEVEN SIX. .
DUE TO MUTILATION OF BULLET, INSUFFICIENT MARKS OF VALUE FOR |
IDENTIFICATION REMAINING AND NOT POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE
WHETHER OR NOT BULLET FIRED FROM SUBMITTED REMINGTON
RIFLE,

, NO RECORD NSPI OR NCIC OF REMINGTON RIFLE;OF A
BEQWNING POINT TWO FOUR THREE WINCHESTER CALIBER RIFLE,
BERIAL NUMBER FOUR SEVEN FOUR FOUR Z FIVE; OF A REDFIELD
TELESCOPIC S]GHT, SERIAL NUMBER A ONE SEVEN THREE FIVE ZERO;
OR BUSHNELL BINOCULAR, SERIAL NUMBERD Q FOUR ZERO EIGHAT
8IX SIX FOUR.

FINE SMEARS AND DEPOSITS OF SILTY SOQIL FOUND ON
LARGE GREEN AND BROWN CLOTH SUITABLE FOR COMPARISON
PURPOSES, SPECIFIC ORIGIN OF SOIL CANNOT BE DETERMINED BY.
LABORATORY EXAMINATION.

BROWN AND GREER CLOTH FOUND WITH RIFLE IE BEDSPREAD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS
RE: UNSUB.; KA., JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
VICTIM; CR
MEASURING ONE ZERO SIX AND ONE-FOURTH INCHES BY EIGAT FIVE
AND ONE FOURTH INCHES, BEDSPREAD COMPOSED OF SEVENTYFIVE
PERCENT COTTON AND TWENTYFIVE PERCENT RAYON AND SIMILAR
TO THOSE USED IN HOTELS AND MOTELS, NO MARKINGS FOUND TO
INDICATE ITE SOURCE OK MANUFACTURER,

BROWN COTTON FIBERS, GREEN COTTON FIBERS AND
GEEEN RAYON FIBERS LIKE THOSE COMPOSING BEDSPREAD FOUND ON
RIFLE AND IN DEBRIS FHOM KIFLE BOX.

SUITCASE, BLUE IN COLOE, CONTAINED NUMEROUS
TOILET ITEMS, MAFS, PAPER BAGS AND OTHER ITEMS, TOILET ITEMS
Al E ALL COMMON BRANDS, OF INTERKET ARE TWO CANS OF SCHLITZ
BEER, EACH BEAKING TAX STAMP: INDICATING THEY WERE PURCHASED
IN MISSISSIFPI, NEW PAIR OF BINOCULAKS, CASE AND CARTON FOR
BINOCULARS FOUND IN SUITCASE. CARTON INDICATED BINOCULARS
SOLD FOR THIRTYNINE NINETYFIVE AND COMPUTED ON CAKTON W AS
THIRTYNINE NINETYFIVE PLUS ON& SIXTY, TOTALING FORTYONE
FIFTYFIVE. & GRAY BAG OF YORK ARMS COMPANY, MEMPHIS, WITH
COST REGISTEY #ECEIPT IN AMOUNT OF FORTYOKE FIFTYFIVE INGIDE
INDICATES BINOCULARS PURCHASED AT YORK ARMS COMPANY BAVING

FOLGOWING THHEE LOCATIONS IN MEMPHIS: DOWNTOWN - ONE SIX

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS
RE: UNSUB.; AKA. JOHN WILLARD; MARTIN LUTHER KING,
Ji., VICTIM; Ci
TWO SOUTH MAIN; EAST - POPULAR PLAZA AND SOUTH - WHITEHAVEN
PLAZA,

NUMEROUS BROWN HEAD HAIRS OF CAUCASIAN ORIGIN
FOUND ON BEDSPREAD, TOWEL AND HAIRBRUSH FOUND IN SUITCASE
AND LOOSE IN SUITCASE. HAIRS SUITABLE FOR COMPARISONS,
NUMEROUS BROWN TO BLACK BEARD FRAGMENTS OF CAUCASIAN
FOUND ON TWO SAFETY RAZORS FROM SUITCASE WHICH ARE SUITABLE
FOE COMPARISONS.,

NO NEGROID HAIRS FOUND,

TKADENAME "HOMESTEAD" ON LARGE PAPER BAG WHICH
CONTAINED BEER REGISTERED TO GRAHAM PAPER COMPANY,
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURIL

SMALL RADIO SUBMITTED BEARS SCRATCHES INTERPRETED
TO READ "T ZERC FOUR ONE FIVE" Ok "T ZERC FOUR FOUR FIVE,"
ANY SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS UNKNOWN, RADIO WILL BE RE-EXAMINED
AFTEF LATENT EXAMINATION,

NO WRITING OR SIGNIFICANT INDENTED IMPRESSIONS ON
OTHER BAGS, MAPS, NEWSPAPER AND BINOCULAR BOX.

LATENT RESULTS AND COMPLETE LABORATORY REPORT
BEING FURNISHED SEPARATERY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Date: . 4./,4/1‘68

i )14 1 faipte ey :',1.-1'1-)"'

C(Privrity)

DIRECTOR, ¥BI ittt
TTJ' CIBI LARORATORY.

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1967) P

UNSUB H A}':l J‘(‘)h" 1{:‘] 1 ]'ar ; C
; LMRTIN LUTISR K 1“\1, Jh,' - VI CTIM
- CIVIL RIGHTS .

£ 00:  MEMIIIS

Submltted h9r0W11h is blmck bot W1th captlonf
e‘oWningr Shotguns, Rifles, Pistols, Mauser Rifle''appe ring
n top.ofl box. At end of hox qppoars label bearing~Nu
00712 with marking "Caliber 243W."  Further descriptiv
o2 this” label discloscs it is. Browning high-powered
~brrerel, light with sights, grade. Satari, and SN 444915
G ’111ty exists thﬁt numbcv nmay read "4Y44ZS "

aring on rlile 1 461476 i :
Ly ight 2X7X.  In addi'tion, box contmlnoa ;
»Hmoved from weapon by SA O. V. JOHNSON. Also contalned dn
Loy Is shell casing which was removed from weapon by SA :
JOHNSON and SAC R, G, JENSEN. Also in box is: package of" Peters
bigh velocity center fire cnrtr:dges,‘nlne cartrldges in:- case,
cle ‘n empty slots,

. This material recovered by Inspoctor‘N B VZACHAR :
'omph ~Police Department, in area immediately in front 'of
424 South Main Strecet. ThlS is location Canipe Amusement Co
Bux in-which rifle contained was partially obscured ‘and covered
by blanket of green herringbone type material, This blanket
also recovered by Inspector ZACHARY. It is noted blanket has
some mud stains thereon. Inspector ZACHARY adv1se" 1 '
is not - property of roomlng housc at whlch UNSUB ‘stayed.

) BUREAU (Enc.
“ MEMPHIS
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','REQUEST OF LAROT:

Laborwtory regues
cartri !Len,

In connection with cnclosed blanot Laboratory

it to soil examination r’vﬂw ”Vid”hcc ol 3011 appear
©» determine, if pogsible, 1 i
vhether it is synthetic or au*nﬂl IJber . If p0331ble, ]
: wntage of content, if it is a mixed type- comp051t10n, cotton fiber,
Jden fiber, or synthetic fiber, Aluo adv1 se if. possible any.

ledge available to Lnx>vstunv as ) :

ate Any other approns e w::vmn&hon 1n conn'ction with this

et ishould be. conduclaed

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI .
T?’tjf'}r:':‘“ 1}1/4/63 i

tawingdn o o e
L ('i')‘ps i platutet ar

(r rinrit ); )

DIRECTOR FBY
~ ATTN: FBI(LA’ORA%ORY

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1087) P

UNSUB, Aka. John Willavd;
MARTIN LUTHER KI1NG, JR, - VICTIM
L) ,‘. CR i . N ) .

AIRTEL #2
' Re Ai:tcl #1 submitted this daté, Attnk

L. LACHARY (IA), Memphl
as rlfle submwttod 1n pv1or Alrtcl

“not bcen ind1V1dua}1y mdrka . They wore all however,‘
.by Inspector ZACHARY " Contents of bag are 1s follows

: Small needlo—nose typc pllers bcmrlng sa]es tag,
idcntlfying tag, on handle whxch reads either ”Compqg .
"Rompage" Hardware. >

Georgia-Alabnma Standnrd 011 map.

(4 ?,"CommerC1a1 Appcal " Memphis newspaper;gf:rst se.
~1&sue oi Aprll 4, 1968. SRR e

(5) ‘ tandard 0il U, S. map.

-

q nnthn (Enc. r

'(MLMPHIS ~—RGJ:EN (4) 7& 7
l& [/ﬁ’z:&t o

Sent

@P”A%%h \g%visﬂ Chritrin

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



When opened, h]uﬁ..ﬁy;}ah!

S insert and enclosed
: nu@'roll of. 1011 t papor, s 2

»'In bag.proper is o sel ol bincoowlars, Bqnnor- y Pu hnel
seular case and a box an which bLinoculars in case belo
“lmculars carry mngnifying 7.x%°35 and No.»DQ408664

v (2) Gillette shaving kit -‘r“uor' ]otzon,‘_, |
Rjyht Guard, lHeads Up - appears purcbased from. Ollver Rexa
Storc,-Vhltdhaven, Tenn., price $1.uw

S (3) " Gray paper sack bearing Yofk Arms Co;»
dwltd 4/4/68 This appears to be bag in which

‘ One white and ymjlow éhéckodﬁﬁoﬁ@i

Adne white hdndkéréﬁidf, nqyléﬁndry:mdr

7  :Tube‘Coigate to@thpéste‘.

*4?air blaék socks

7 oz. can Rlpht Guard

,6 Transxstor Channel Masivr qulo-?
Bott]e bULJOPlH

:vString belt, gfa? in color.
Brillcreanm '
Bottle of oné;a—déy Vitamins
.Cashmere Bodduét bar ot soapf 
Héir brush -
Dial Soap

Head and.Shoulders,Shampob;bearihg*'

Can Kiwi brown polish:

-

-2
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Pa Imolive Rapid Sha w;.% vl

h .13371“: Reyal #3:

Loosc buli(m, ym*ro(m color

Tooth brush ana fafefy'rnmor'

Mennin - ATta
Cameo Smaly toilet soap
Two _bc&hby pins

2 cans Schlitz bﬂm Can pdp r sack,

Labov11ory roquostpd to arrﬁnwo for appropria
'f ngeprint exanination of all ditems contained herein,.
ex ior-and interior of b)un b

&, various and sundry ite
sed inside bag, and variouns compartments., Con81der~
billty latent f]n~0)prJnL o‘“mindtlou. e

ok

In addition to Jn ent exa mination, Laboratory should
t any appropriate Laborvatory eﬁamnnatlon that will assis
emphis in determining manuiqotnrer‘and d:strlbutorf ‘ ;

" enclosed in bluc bag..

'See next page Tor addlilonal Roquest of Laﬁbﬁatbry

-200
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FBI

Date:

44-1987

’-REQﬁEST OF ¥BI LAHQRATORY

1113
appropr ate Labo Hmy (Zhﬂmll’ltﬂ)ﬂ
ﬁhqertalning whera :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRECTOR, ¥Bi S £
ATIECION:  FBY TATO) me

CFROM: | SAC, MEMISIES (44-10 7) (p)

SURJECT: . UNSUB, ohn

v sen o Johm Wil lavd; e I
MARTIN LUTIEE KING, IR, -~
VICTIN e
CR

(00 }uomphiﬁ) "1 Y

F Submjitﬁd h~rowibh undar nhpuxate coveruis th
bu11et which was removed from Dr. KilG's body.,' -
rQQJ“Sth the Loboratory peorferin the nccessary examinat
to dotermine if this bullet came from the rifle being
submitted. : U e SRRt

_In addition io item mentioned hbcve; tHéfé¢iS
bnitted hercw1th 3 separate $'0 bill bearing the foll
sar al number : R SN

Tederal Reacrve hote
Serieu 1963 A SN F14002844A

Federal nouorve Note : ‘
Sories 1963 A SN H161G4663A

Federal Neserve Note -
Series 1963 ‘SN F06445143A

Theue were recelved from BFSSIE RUTH BREWER at
‘fIOp house in which captioned subject stayed. Mrs.. BREWER;
advised subject paid her this date. &hortly after 3: 00 P, M,
with a $20 bill. She does not know which of these. 320’
bills subject used. Thereiore, Laborat tory rcquested to
have necessary latent- exﬁnlnmtlon conducted on these‘$20
)~ Bureau (l-Package) (Zncs 5)

!C‘m“h 'i [2)

BGJI:mar ,. ' / U
(3 : \ / s ’> -~ Sent:""“

‘V-&‘;g';fr} /\f‘rmﬂ in Charan
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