6408 % UnGENT 4714768 GJi
T0 ALL CONTIwENZAL OFFICES

FusO DIAECTOR 44-38861 3P
NABRY G

ERIC 5TARVO GALT> THE rnINCIFAL SUSPECT, HAS BEEN

SEFORTED AS HAVING ATTENDED DANCING SCHOOLS IN BIAMINGHAMS

(2
NEt: ORLEANS AND CALIFO(NIA. ALL OFFICES SHOULD IMMEDIATELY ﬂd’ IJ

7 .

CHECK ALL DANCING SCHOGCLS IN ¥ OUn TihnlTOxIES PLU:'“-. ANY R OO

O PRIOK ATTENDANCE AT ANY SUCH SCHOOLS BY GALT AND ~2UN OUT

ANY LEADS DEVELOFED. GALT nEFORTEDLY SIGNED Ur FOn A ONE

YEAR DANCING COUASE IN NEW OsLEANS IN NINETEEN SIXTYFO
TOOK DANCI NG LESSONS FOR SEVEKRAL WEEKS IN BlwnwlNGHAN
BEGINNING IN SEFTENBEK NINETEEN SIATYSEVEN; AND TOOa &
FOUR HUNDEED NINETYNINE DOLLAn DANCE COULSE FiiON DECEMBES
NINETEEN SIATYSEVEN TO FEBRUALY NINETEEN SIATYEIGHT AT . LONG
BEACH, CALIFORNIA. - .

ONE DANCE INSTHRUCTOR HAS STATED THAT GALT IS “CrAzy"

ABOUT DANCING BUT A FPOOE DANCER PND DIrFIpUL’ TO TEACH
END PAGE .ONE o8 ’ﬁ Kj,
cﬁﬂ”
M

o~

/L/«— Tl 3 e
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FAGE TuO

BECAUSE HE DOES NOT HEMEWMBER lNSTRUCTIONS. HE BAS DESChIEBED
AS AN INTROVERT UHO VOLUNTEERS NO INFOKMATION AND hEFLIES ITH
YES 02 NO ANSWEKS WHEN ASKEDS DID NOT MINGLE WITH OTHEs STUDENTS
AND MADE NO EFFORTS TO MAKE FRIENDS Ok CONVEGSE WITH AwYONE.

ANOTHER DANCE INSTRUCTOs STATED GALT IS A GOOD DANCE.
DISPLAYED SLIGHT SOUTHERN ACCENTs NURAL CHARACTExISTICS OF
LANGUAGE AND DICTION, TEETH STHAIGHT AND CLEAN, FINGEnNAILs
CLEAN AND NEATLY TRIMMEDs3 WOHE GOLD RING WITH DARK STONES
ALWAYS NEATLY DHESSED wITH SUIT AND SHINY SLIP ON TYFE BLACK
ALLIGATOR SHOES WITH THIN SOLES, BLACK HOSE AND WOxE™ TIE TACK

AND CUFF LINKS. SMOKED FILTER CIGARETTES AND HAD NErVOUS

HABIT OF OCCASIONALLY PULLING AT EAx LOBE. OUNEx OF STUDIOC

STATES GALT SPOKE OF ALABANA, SAID HE WAS A MELCHANT SEANANS
SPOKE OF BEING IN MEXICO BUT DID KOT SPEAK SPANISH AND SEOKE
ENGLISH BADLYS wAS SOCIALLY INEFT, AN INT:O0VELT AND A POOR
DANCE+ BECAUSE HE WOULD NOT LOOSEN UP. SNMILED RAHKELY AND
WHEN HE DID IT WAS A NERVOUS CHOOKED SMILE; PAID CASH FOh LESSONS
TAKING A WAD OF BILLS FrOM POCKET.

EKIC STARVO GALT DESCRIBED AS FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES,

HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE rOUNDS, BLUE E""{ES, BrOWiv HAIK, BOsN

SLACE NOT GIVEN.

END PAGE TwO
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YAGE THiEE

GALT MAY HAVE USED THE NAME HARVEY LOWwmYEx.Ou JOHN

WILLAIRD OX ANY VARIATION QOF THESE TLO NAMES On ANY OTHE:L

NAME «  IN CONNECTION RITH ANY INGUIRIES, NO INDICATION SHOULD

BE GIVEN INGUIRIES A#/E IN CONNECTION WITHE CAPTIONED CASE.

UNSUB ARMED AND DANGESOUS .

PJr

FBI MILEAUK

IFee eEZS

FBI INDAPOLS

CIL «+ «DHV

FBI CINCINTI

LS« JBE
~¥BI LOUISVLE

CGe o «ELH

FBI CHICAGO

TI CLx
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FBI INDAPOLS

22P: URGENT 4-16-68 mbiw
INDIANAPOLIS»

NEW OnLEANS  157-10673  38GS

SIBLE SUBSPECYT DONALD De TANNEA
]

&ém AMTONIO, MEWPHRIS AND NE OsLEANS s
LEVEN FOXTY Am GSTS AND SAN ANTONIO TEL
HLEANS, TODAY, ELEVEN
INFORMATION LOS ANGELES AND INDIANAFOLIS, INFOm&ATION
NECEIVED 1s HENCED HOUSTON TELETYFE THAT A KENNETh ANDSE] S
PRILE IN TRANSIT FrOM CALIFORNIA TO CONROE, TEa.s PICKED UF A

AITCHHIKES AT BENSONs AnlZ., APRIL FOUATEEN LAST. HITCHAIAEA
CLAIMED NAME UAS DON TANNE:, ¢as IN AZMY ENKOUTE TO FT. PULK
LA.  ANDRELS ADVISED CAIEF OF POLICE EVANS, CONSOE» TEXes UFON
ARAIVAL THAT TANNEDR LOOKALIKE WITH SUSPECT GALT AS BASED ON GOM-

FOSITE PICTUGE SEEN IN LOCAL N WSPAFER. TANSEs THANSPOLTED TO

AUSTIN, TEZe, VHENE KOTEL KECOKDS WEFLECT A DONALD, D. TANNEH,
SPECTALIST FOURTH CLASS» USAs STATING AT ThER GOTELs AUSTIN,

NIGHT OF FOUATEEN THAOUGH FIFTEEN LAST. IN INTESUI

PEASONNEL, TANNEA DESCnI BED A5 CAUCASIAN MALE,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



_PAGE TWO

NO 157-10673

AGE TUENTYFOUR, FIVE FEET ELEVEN ;NQHES,
SLONDE HAIZ AND CLAIMED wAS ENnOUTE FrOY OVELSEAS DUTY
T0 HE-ASSIGNMENTs FT. POLK»> LA. KEGISTHATION CAxD WEFLECTS
TANNER 'S HOME OF REGORD TO BE THIATYNINE TUENTY
BELLFLOVE®, CALIF.

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION, FTe FOLKs Lées FAILS

ANY INFOAMATION OF ANY INDIVIDUAL NAMED DONALD D. TANSES, O
VARIATIONS» AS VEING PoESENTLY ASSIGNED, BEING ASSIGNED IN THE
PAST, Ox UNDEH OMDEXS FOi: RE-ASSIGNMENT TO FT. POLK, ALTHOUGH
IT 1S ©OSSIBLE TANNEK MAY HAND-CARIYING" KE~ASST GNSMENT
ORDENS ON HIS PEASON.

INVESTIGATION IN MATTE: SHOULD Bf CONDUGTED ©ITHOUT
KEVEALING NATURE OF INVASTIGATION.

\

INDIANAL QLIS AT FT. BENJANMIN HARHISON, WILL WEVIEG USA

#ECORDS ATTMEPTING TO IDENTIFY TANNEX ASCELTAINING PRESENT STATUS

AND BACKG&&OUND .I:A.ND SETTING FO4TH INFOuMATION TG’ LOCATE, INTEh-

VIEW AND ELIMINATE.

LOS ANGELEIS AT BELLFLOWER, CALLF.s WILL CONDUCT APr:0O-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

ONE SEVENTYFIVE rOUNDS,




PAGE THaER
NO 157-10673

5

PAIATE INVESTIGATION AT THIRTYNINE TWENTYFIVE CANGi: nE TANNEHL

ASCERTAINING SACKGHROUND raESENT VEEREABOUTS, SETTING FOuTH
LEADS S0 TANiV INTESVIEWED AND ELIMINATED.
INVESTIGATION TANNER CONTINUING FT & POLK, LA

CONSIDEAED AnNMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



sl IND“ Lb

Al‘jG-
NLB
NET O:-L“.A_L\.‘:' (157-10673), IwDIANAFOLIS, MEHrHIS(44-1907)

LO5 ANGELES (4d4-1574)

WURKIN. 28 SUSFECT DONALD D. TANNE:
!

B ONEW CuaLEans [ OFIVE FLVUED roelie

ChelC« OF "rj”_.?:.‘fi‘ JI.‘:IC 0.Y FOr BrLLFLOUE: rlii ALL

PELSONS NAFED YANNSL, FOAL SThewt oUmdse THIATY NINE TOENTY FIVES
0. CANOI: STAREET NEGATIVE « CULnXEAT m:AF> OF LOS ANGELES A:LEA

NG

INCLUDING BELLFLOUVEsS nEGATIVE O ANY SUCE STIEET
FOST OrFICEs BELLFLOWER, ADVISES w0 SUCH STukEET Oin b
BLLFLOLER ARRA. INDICES LOS f‘.i‘;"GE.L 5 OFFICE nNEGATIVE.

AEW ORLEANS HEWJESTED T0 #ECEECH” DATA NUMBEN  AnD

TR
ol ¥ i
rr ‘*, - r -

!“H W JL iy

F@.-.-MW'
,F g/i/ch/w 1S

535
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TR “’W"{JW ] W meﬂvf‘h“

UnGENT 4/16

ITxECTOivs INBDIY ...\'z/\..t’ oL D ek hI S

YORK  44-1609

VURAT N
KENATEL APEIL FIFTEENTH, SIaTY EIGHTY AAD

EnIC $TAVO GALT, LUCK-SAITHING!INSTITUTE LECOLDS
GEOItGE DULYEAs DIAECTO, LOCKS#ITRING [aNSVITUTE (LI

FUANISHED ENVELOFE USED BY GALY TO HEWOEDT BN MENT IN

3

L1

COUs ENVELOSE BRARING #ETUNN ADDIESS OF MUNThESL CANADA

DULTEA VI LE HA' UDES WG UlHE:S, HAILDLALY
S2ETAILENY MAGALINE 7Y
INGUIRY AT NEL YORK SEVEALED THAT INKF U.“uﬁ\"i' 10K CONCE=n

LOCATED AT HARDUALE

J:. nOUTH PENNSTLUANIA STLEET, [L\'DIAN’XPOL S, INDIANAS

OF THOWAS DELFH, TeLEfnCaE cUMbEL THAEE ONE SEVEN
FOUL DAsh THURES FOUqs FOUL ONE.

END PAGE OoE
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AGE TLO

4
e

< UNAN

OuN SUBLJECT, 15 CONSIDELED A AND DANGE~OUS .

LEAD

INDIANAEGLLS » [OIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. LILL CONTACT

.} FOTHEA AnE ANY SUBSCaIBERS USING

W2

AnY LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOFED

CLOSE OF BUSINESS TODAY. w0 HMENTION SHOULD BE
TEIS INGUIBY hAS 70 DO VITH CArTIONSD i"l.élfz"l'Ejl-;.

TJhA

Fl INDArOLS

1

Pl
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FD-36 (Rev. §-22-64) : . -
i .

FBI

Date: 4/17/68
PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT
(Priority)

Transmit the following in

TO MEMPHIS, LOS ANGELES AND NEW ORLEANS
FROM INDIANAPOLIS (44-563)
MURKIN - CIVIL RIGHTS - POSSIBLE SUSPECT. DONALD D, TMNNER

/?f Nfoew 0RLLibe) Thik . AARU ST e HRIT, \
ACTIVE DUTY FILES ENLISTED PERSONNEL FORT HARRISON REVEALS

e pousy pavio e,

., BORN AT MINN,, SIX FEET TALL,
ONE HUNDRED SIXTYTWO POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES, MOTHER

LISTED SHERILY KUHN, ONE ONE TWO ONE SIX MC DONALD ST,, CULVER
CITY, CAL. RECORDS SHOW AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT RESIDENCE TO BE
FOUR TWO SEVEN THREE SAWTELLE OR SAUTELLE, CULVER CITY, CAL.
FORMER WIFE LINDA L. TANNER, ONE FIVE TWO ONE MAGNOLIA ST.,
SHREVEPORT, LA. OR SEVEN ZERO ZERO COTTON ST., SHERVEPORT, LA.

RECORDS SHOW VIETNAM SERVICE MAR, TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYSEVEN
AND LOCATOR RECORD MAR, FIFTEEN, LAST STILL THERE, NO
INDICATION RETURNED TO U. S.; HOWEVER, RECORDS ARE MONTH OR
MONTH AND ONE HALF BEHIND.

. o ' - Searched
~ Indianapolis ' \ Serialized %MM
JF:11p '
1) .

‘ . Indexed

Sent l/ﬁ/ ;‘0 M

Filed

T

Approved:

Specidl Agent in Charge
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Date:  4/15/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

Airmail

(Priority)

.TO: f;* SAC, Indianapolis
5
70
A/

FROM: 7,/ SAC, Albany (4l4-493)
SUBJECT: © MURKIN

On 4/15/68, at 10:45 AM, RAY MC GAUGHEY, Truck
Driver for Safeway Truck Lines, South Bend, Indiana, who
resides at 713-1 Imperial Road, Valparaiso, Indiana,
telephonically advised the Albany FBI Office that he saw
a man whom he thought resembled KING's assassin based on
the drawing made of KING's killer which has appeared in
various newspapers.

MC GAUGHEY stated that approximately one week
ago between 10:00 and 10:30 AM, he saw a white male depart
from a bank, name unknown, which is located at the inter-
section of Route 6 and Mcool Road, Valparaiso, Indiana,
MC GAUGHEY described unsub as being between 5'11" and
61" tall, weighing between 190 and 195 1lbs., and 25-27 years
old. He had sandy hair and was wearing light trousers and
a small checkered shirt. MC GAUGHEY could not tell what
color the shirt was. He stated thhat the shirt sleeves were
rolled above his wrists and that unsub was carrying a small
brown envelope.

MC GAUGHEY further advised that unsub was

alone and that he got into a white, late model Mustang.

He stated that it had Indiana License with the first two
numbers being 64. He stated that two of the other numbers
were 22 and that another number was 5 but that he was not
certain whether the 5 was the third number or the number
after the digits 22. MC GAUGHEY stated that the Mustang
was parked on the north side -of the bank at the west end.

Qéélndianapolis 4
2-Albany Sy 563

JC Lf 7 HeS \ Vféw

55

¢

(Zadl
ez

Special Agent in Charge

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AL 44-49‘3

He stated he was parked in his truck at the west end of ,
~the bank approximately 75 feet from ‘the Mustang. MC GAUGHEY
further stated that JIM (LNU) was with him but that he could
ea31ly find out JIM's last name if it were necessary.

E ' . MC GAUGHEY stated that he plans to be in Chlcago,
'TIlllnois, this coming Wednesday morning and that he can be
contacted by getting in touch ‘with Carlson Trucking,

3840 South Laramie Street, ‘Chicago, Illinois. He stated .

.that Safeway Truck Llnes leases their equlpment from Carlson.

L LEAD:

INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION

. AT VALPARAISO INDTANA

. Attempt to determlne owner of above described
whité Mustang and interview employees at. the bank 1ocated ‘
. at the intersection of Route 6 and Mcool Road in an .

" at&mpt to ascertain identlty of unsub

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Bl WASEH DC
o4 Vs UnGENY 4-17-68

TO ALL Sacs

FrOM DIRECTOA

MIRKIN
|
THE FOLLOWI&G PRESS SELEASE
FIVE FOATYFIVE ree THIS
SIA roels. EASTELN
Wk SERVICES WILL cenar'wﬁz FULL TExT, YOU SnOULD IMMEDIA
CONTACT THE lﬁADING NEL SPAPERS AND HADIO AND TV STATIONS IN
YO0Un DIVISION TO (NSURE 1T wECEIVES I6MEDIATE %IDESPREAD DI
TION. YOU ARE ALSO AUTHOSIZED TO IsMEDIATELY mMAKE AVAILABLE
REPRESENTATIVES COFIES OF THE TLO PHOTOGHAPHS Al-
IN YOUrx FOSSESSION. THE DESCAISTIVE DATA ON
DELETED. ¥FHUTOGRAFH NUMBE:
EYES ED SA0U CAkuY THE CAFTION, "EalC STAnVO
ALS0 KNOWN AS HARVEY LOLKYEX AND JOAN WILLARD."™ PFHOTO-
G APH MBER TYWO SHOULD CAfuY THE CAFTION, "ELIC STAn Vo' LPL&:
@Lso ANOWN AS HAnvEwaOhkah AND JOHN BILLA&D (XYEs DoAWN IN

BY FBI AxTISTY." YOU AudE AUT}{OKILEQ’J TO «EPRODUCE LOCALLY

mﬂﬁﬂ;‘;’:ﬂ m bl

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.DDITIUNAL PHOTOGRAPHS AS HWEGUIKED. YOU SHOULD ATTEMET TO
s e .
a\____——__—_—____——’——_'_ .
" INSURE THAT THIS RELEASE AND FHOTOGHRAFPHS RECEIVE REPEATED

COVERAGE BY RaDIO AND TV STATIONS. YOU AKE TO HMAKE NO ELABORA-

TION VHATSOEVER MEGARDING THIS RELEASE .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



APIIL 175 1968

ATTDRNEY GENE®AL HAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT
, | R

ERIC STARVO GALT IS BEING SOUGHT BY THE FBI A5 A FUGITIVE ON A FEDER
CHAWGE AKISING FrOM THE FATAL SHOOTING OF THE REVEREND DR MAHTIN
LUTHER KING» Jies ;ﬁ NEMPHIS, TE&NESSEE, 0N APRIL 4, 1968.

DIKECTOR J. EDGAK HOOVEK STATED THAT A FEDEKAL COMFLALNT
WAS FILED BY THE FBI IN BIKMINGHAM, ALABANA, TODAY‘CHAMGENG GALT WITH
CONSPIRING TO VIOLATE THE CIVIL nIGETS OF DR. KING IN UIOLATION OF
TITLE 18, SECTION 241, OF THE UNITED STATES CODE.

. o

| THE FBI COMPLAINT CHARGES THAT “ON Ox ABOUT MARCH 29,
1968, .AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABANMA) t..gazc STARVO GALT AND AN INDIVIDUAL
VHOM HE ALLEGED TO BE HIS BROTHER, ENTEKED INTO A

CONSPIRACY WHICH CONTINUED UNTIL ON OH ABQOUT APKIL .5, 1968. TO-

INJURE, OPPHESS, THAEATEN, Of INTIMIDATE MAKTIN LUTHES KINGs JHessse .

IN THE FREE EXERCISE Ok ‘E;NJOYMENT OFA KIGHT SE(?U!éED TO HIM

BY THE CONSTITUTION OR LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES; NAMELY, THE
KIGHT TO ?ngLr'TRAVEL FROM STATE TO STATE. IN FURTHERANCE

OF THIS CONSPIRACff EXIC STARVO GALT.DID, ON Of ABOUT MAHCH 30,
1968, PUKCHASE A RIFLE AT BIAMINGHAM. ALABAMA..."

v

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ACCORDING TO iui. HOUVEK} A 30.06 #IFLE ﬁuuxyrzn ©ITH
A TELESCOFIC SIGAT GAS FOUND Nidn A x0081NG RUUSE ON SOUTH MAIN
STHEET I MEMPHIS IMNEDIATELY AFTER THE FATAL SHOOTING OF bx. KING
OCCURRED e THE «00MING HOUSEK OVEnLODAb-ThE LOsnAINE HOTEL AND
MOTEL VHExE Drte XING GAS STAYING

M. HOOVER SAID THAT Ful AG&NTb.DETEmNINED THRAT THE
30.06 IFLE HAD BEEN FUACRASED FiOf A GUN DEALE. [N BlumINGHAN,
ALABAMA, ON MARCH 30, 1968. ThE T& CSCOFIC SIGHT ALS0 LA
FUKCHASED FnO¥ THIS DEASLEL . N

THE FBI DINECTOR »AID THAT GALT, WHO HAS USED THE
KAMES OF JOHN RILLALD ASD HAHVEY LOGMYER IN fﬂﬁ FASTs 15 THE ohNE;
OF A 1966 GRITH MUSTANG BEACING ALABANA LICENSE SLATES VHICH bAS
LOCATED ABANDONED I& ATLAWTA, GEOnGIAs, UN &rnll 11, 1966. I&VESTI-
GATION DISCLOSED THAAT GALT rUHCHASED THIS Chi FrOM A PelVATE
CITIZES I Bzumzﬁeﬁém ON AUGUST 30, 1967. THE BUSTANG'S

ODCGHETEA ShOVED THAT 1T RAD BEEN DEIVEN #0nE THAN 19,000 wILES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




ACCOaDING 10O i hOWan, GALI'S TLAVALS I8 TAE
USTANG UDED TrlPS T0 LOS ANQELzs, CALIFOunIA; NEW OnLEANS
LOUI&IANéﬁ BIEMINGHAN, ALABANKAS AND MEALGO, AS uELL As 10
VEEPHIS, TENNES AND ATLANTA, CGEOLGIA.. GALT LAS LEFONTED 10
HAVE N MERFHIS ON AP AND 4, 19685 AND T0 HAVE DErAnTED
Fic0t THESE §0ﬁ ATLANTA.

INTENSIVE INESTIGATION BY THE FBI HAS DISCLUSED ThAV
GAL"W HAS CLAINMED TO HAVE BEEN ERrFLOYED As A COO0a On

ME/CRANT SEABAN. HE IS SAID TO BE An AVID

TO0K DANCING LESSONS IN NEU O@ﬁEANb IN 1964 AND 196355

IN BInnINGHAY DURING SEFTEMBEN AE\ID OCTOBE:u 19675 AND IN LONG
BEACH CALIFOLNIAS, FxOwm DECEEBE&: 1967
GALT LEFT LOS ANGELES O8N DECEMBEES : AND DrOVE
TO ﬁﬁm OuLEANSs WhEeZ HE CLALIMED. HE CONTACTED
ENGINEERING U A CONVRACTING Fliize ' T NEW UKLEANQ

19TH AND ARKIVED BACK IN LOS AVthuu

wnllE THIS YEA:., GALT

NG AND WAS GHADUATED ON mARCH 25

DEsSCRIBED AS VHITE h“Lm. HE
MATELY 5 FEET WCHES T0 5 FEET 11 INCHES TALL AND LEIGHS
TLEEN 160 AND 175 rOUNDS il > ) TCO bE £ NEAT DaESSER ANI

MEDIUW BUILD.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



GALT HAS BROUN HAIk, WHICH HE WEARS IN A “BRUSH" CUT.
HE REPORTEDLY HAS BLUE EYESS HIS NOSE IS STRAIGHT AND NAriOWS KIS

TEETH arnE STRAIGHT AND CLEQN; AND HE HAS GIVEN HIS DATE OF

BIRTH AS

THE FUGITIVE 1S SAID TO HAVE A NERVOUS HABIT OF
UCCASIQNALLY PULLING AT AN EAR LOBE WITH HIS HAND. HIS LEFT
£Ak PrOTRUDES FASTHER FROM HIS HEAD THAN HIS nIGHT EAH.

ACCORDING TO MR- HOOVEK, PERSONS WHO HAUVE MET, GALT
DESCHIBE HI¥ AS A YLONER" AND STATE HIS LANGUAGE AND DICTION HAVE a
MAURALY QUALITY AND SUGGEST THAT HE PROBABLY DOES NOT HAVE A HIGH
DEGKEE OF EDUCATION. HME IS SAID TO DRINK ALGOHOLIC
BEVERAGES AND HAS A P{EFERENCE FOK VODKA AND BEER. HE IS 4 FAN
OF WESTERN AND COUNTRY MUSIC. |

GALT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND. DANGEROUS. AN

INFORMATION CONCERNING HIM SHOULD BE FURNISHED IMMEDIATELY TO THE. °

NEAREST FBI OFFICE. /

. END AND HOLD FLS
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SACKAX STATION DID YOU RECIEVE ~

SACS MISSAGE FOR US IF SO PLEASE ACK

R SN =
FBI HILEAUK-
IP o o « GUK
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Clooo‘o

LS oo «£JD
FBI LOUISVLE
CG oo oM
FBI CHICAGOI

0HH

FBI CINCINTI

U CLRr

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PRESS RELEASE
April 17, 1968

Attorney General Ramsey Clark announced today that
Eric Starvo Galt is being sought by the FBI as a fugitive on a
Federal charge arising from the fatal shooting of The Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in Memphis, Tennessee, on
April 4, 1968.

Director J. Edgar Hoover stated that a Federal complaint
was filed by the FBI in Birmingham, Alabama, today charging Galt
with conspiring to violate the civil rights of Dr. King in
violation of Title 18, Section 241, of the United States Code.

The FBI complaint charges that "Om or about March 29,

1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, ...Eric Starvo Galt and an individual

whom he alleged to be his brother, entered into a conspiracy
which continued until on or about April 5, 1968, to injure,
oppress, threaten, or intimidate Martin Luther King, Jr., ... in
the free exercise or enjoyment of a right secured to him by the
Consticution or laws of the United States; namely, the right to
freely travel from state to state. 1In furtherance of this
conspiracy, Eric Starvo Galt did, on or about March 30, 1968,
purchase a rifle at Birmingham, Alabama..."

According to Mr. Hoover, a 30.06 rifle equipped with a
telescopic sight was found near a rooming house on South Main Street

in Memphi 1mmediat 1y after the fatal shooting of Dr. King
»cARCHED f]ﬂ INDEXED —

‘f/ 1 ' IW L SERALIGRD. e FILED 222 ¢
}b [?Llﬂ a;;;:z;du ;;uig :'L ;
wrs Sy s .
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occupred. The rooming house overlooks the Lorraine Hotel
and Motel where Dr. King was staying.

Mr. Hoover said that FBI Agents determined that the
30.06 rifle had been purchased from a gun dealer in Birmingham,
Alabama, on March 30, 1968. The telescopic sight also was
purchased from this dealer.

The FBI Director said that Galt, who has used the
names of John Willard and Harvey Lowmyer in the past, is the
ownér of a 1966 white Mustang bearing Alabama license plates
which was located abandoned in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 11,
1968. Investigation disclosed that Galt purchased this car
from a private citizen in Birmingham on August 30, 1967. The
Mustang'e odometer showed that it had been driven more than
19,000 miles between late August, 1967, and early April, 1968.

According to Mr. Hoover, Galt's travels in the Mustang
included trips to Los Angeles, California; New Orleans, Louisiana;
Birmingham, Alabama; and Mexico, as well as to Memphis, Tennessee,
and Atlanta, Georgia. Galt was reported to have been in Memphis
on April 3 and 4, 1968, and to have departed from there for
Atlanta.

Intensive investigation by the FBI has disclosed that

Galt has claimed to have been employed as a cook on Mississippi

River vessels and as a merchant seaman. He is said to be an avid

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



dancer and took dancing lessons in New Orleans in 1964 and
1965; in Birmingham during September and October, 1967; and in
Long Beach, California, from December, 1967 to February, 1968.

Galt left Los Angeles on December 15, 1967, and drove
his white Mustang to New Orleéns, where he claimed he contacted
either an engineering oxr a contracting firm. He left New Orleans
on DecemberAlsth and arrived back in Los Angeles on
December 21, 1967.

While in the Los Angeles area early this year, Galt
took a course at a school of bartending and wés graduated on
March 2, 1968,

The fugitive is described as whité male. He is approxi-
mately S feét.B inches to 5 feet 11 inches tall and weighs
between 160 and 175 pounds. He is said to be a neat dresser and
has a medium build.

Galt has brown hair, which he wears in a "brush" cut.

He reportedly has blue eyes; his nose is straight and narrow;

his teeth are straight and clean; aﬁd‘he has given his date of

birth as |

The fggitive is said to have a nervous habit of
occasionally pulling at an ear lobe with his hand. -His left
ear protrudeé'farther-from his head than his right ear.

According to Mr. Hoovei, persons who have met Galt
describé him as a "loner" and state his language and diction have

a "rurél" quality and suggest that he probaby does not have a
-3-
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high degree of education. He is said to drink alcoholic
beverages and has a preference for vodka and beer. He is a

fan of Western and country music.

Galt should be considered armed and dangerous. Any

information concerning him should be furnished immediately to

the nearest FBI Office.
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FBI wWASH DC .
TI6FP¥ URGENT 4/17/68 SAA
TO ALL SACS

FROM DIKECTOR 44-38861
MUK N

THE PHOTOGRAPHS FURNISHED, YOUR OFFICES OF ExIC STARVO.
GALT BY ROUTING SLIP‘FOUR SIATEEN LAST CONTAIN THE
COMPOSITE DESGRIPTION OF SUBJECT AS FUALNISHED BY VARIOUS
VITNESSES. THE PHOTOGRAPH WITH THE EYES CLOSED IS THE
ACTUAL PHOTOGHAPH AS TAKEN IN'MARCH SIATY~EIGHT. THE .

\

'PHOTOGHAPH ITH THE EYES OPEN 1S THE SAME PHOTOGKAPH IN

O

-WHICH THE EYES HAVE BEEN DRAUN IN BY. AN AMTlST.

SIND

MRIS@P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . - ‘ .

FBI
Date: 4/17/68

Transmit the following in ' PLATNTEXT i
. (Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE . URGENT

(Pn'on":y)
TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, AND NEW YORK
FROM INDIANAPOLIS (44-563)

TIPS

MURKIN

RENYTEL APRIL SIXTEEN, LAST, AND REFERENCED ERIC STARVO
GALT, LOCK-SMITHING INSTITUTE RECORD,

THOMAS DELPH, SALES PROMOTION MANAGER, HARDWARE RETAILERS
MAGAZINE, NINE SIX FOUR NORTH PENNSYLVANIA ST., INDIANAPOLIS,
IND., ON APRIL SEVENTEEN, INSTANT, MADE AVAILABLE A LIST OF
ALL SUBSCRIBERS TO ABOVE MAGAZINE, A REVIEW OF THE
APPROXIMATE FORTY TWO THOUSAND.SUBSCRIBERS, INCLUDING ALL OF THE
U. S., CANADA, AND NUMEROUS OTHER.FOREIGN COUNTRIES FAILED
TO REVEAL A LISTING FOR AN ERIC STARVO GALT OR ANY SIMILAR

NAMES.

Ampatil,

By 175 S W W
Udtiaamnlly
. :
ATV
-

~
K

- Indianapolis:
cs?: " . , L :Z/L\
Approved: X . M Pe//’%k‘/af

Special Agent in Charge N ’ p/‘-/"’ 6'é 2 - 5——?
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F51 ChALLT

73191 Ul

Ui Gaint

N=lu=-58

f

TJ DI2Cr0ts xENrrlsS, _i‘. LANYAS, AND IL\DLZ-\..\[L**

Ule

70l CHARLOTIE /a4-1 4y

365/

OF Bur.zAad AND ALl UrFrICE

FODAr NOAFOLK ADVISZD AS

FreswkKLI N \I LLTAwmse"
N

.J-—IO\I ]) 1\- C"‘ 3

THIS DATE

Pnb e NOpOLA SInvH. =-In-LAK

ABVISED NELSPRAFE.. 107

-~

APrrOaliaTrlY OnNE YRANS AGO Falo

VILLE s NUTH CALOLINA.

Dite HKING. wlFm

SULrECYS

ILLIANS, CNE Onk ZE2O SEVEN

INFOamATION THAT

£

(ONKNOLW)  Fu.Ob. ATLANTA AND «UNSY Ab

SEEUESTED

CAANLOTTE DETELINE IW OFAU, IATERVIER

AUTROAITIES, OTAIN rICTULES AND PLINVse'

END pPAGE ONE
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R 44-1355
PAGE Ti0
AEVIEY OF

PILLIANS, FBl NUmBLs THIEE SoUSN

SEXTENCED SEFTEMBER SIATEEN »I1aTY-FIVE FO2 ASSAULT
10 SE2UE
mHChzZED JULY
UNKNOT A
PrISON DE~ALTMENT : ECOX 0% hE Iy 1hIik ©ALE> BOodN
Ne (oo
FLVE " NINE INCHES, ONE nUASDeED SEVENTY-FIVE POUNDS, FALL

COMFPLEALON, B:ADLN BEYED A Anlils CCCUFRATION TELDXE: AND

USzED CAxd SALESNAN, HOME DrEEE NFOHDs Ne Co

Ea=TIFg, CAnDLIN UTH \\ILLL[—\L‘ub; INTELVIZwZED

SANFORDs Ne Cos TODAY AND ADUVISED 5AE DIVOxCED HI# WAILE
YAS SEAUVING PrlsON SENTENGE AND HAS NOT SEEN RIm SINCE
TIGE OF SENTENCE. SHE STATED LILLIAS AS NOT |
OF THE KLAN B g FUBL

GOT DuUNK KE OFTES YALKED ABOUT vés

SEVEN TIAES 54 wOULD LIAE 10 KILL

ADVISED SHE TAROUGHT C AR HUSBAND WHEN LHE ABAnD OF

¢ END FAGE TYO
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TE 44-1365
FACE THUER

HRING'S ASSASSINATION BECAUSE OF LEMASKS

STATED WILLIAKS' SISTE, ¢ibe FianK &L pd "DUANs NeCoos
. . Y
ak:y mE HAD CALLED AXOTHE:

BY niw. SHE

'

NAxED EJUNICE
. ﬁ-,mm a/
LIVES IN INDILANA SETINE ) N CRuiInTAas LAST AND
TO BEND AIX MUNEY I L\‘ ATLANTA. I 50N
D}SP.@.;Q,"‘NEI\;”‘ HECUADS REFLECYT WILLIAwD SIStk Iy MmubSe BUNICE
2 ’ S

INDIAXA.

TO COvpfu: ; sINTS OF LILLIAMSS
NONBEn THAEE SEVEN TR0 FOUss ThHEER LWITH LATENTS
DEVELOFED InN TAlS Ca

LEOE .

[ADIANAPOLIS ATTEAFT 0 LOCATE AND INTELVIEL EUNICE
o TR ey ' o -
Sl iHs LAKPTONs” INDIANAs CONCEANING TELErHONE CALL AECELVED
FiO# LILLIALS AND KIS

’ [
vADEALOUTYS

ATTELPTS BEING LaDE BY CRALLUWTE 0 OUBTAIN rhRUTOGaAFH
OF WILLIAWMS VHICH VILL 3E FOLUALDED 0 sEulHIL UsON

nECEIF T

N0 UFAC L. OCESS ULYAINED ON RILLTAMS INASKUCH AL
PRISON AUTHOILITIE

HAD NO INFORMATION . RE HAD LEFY

DID NOT EQUEST FBI ASSISTANCE.

END PAGE THiEE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



R 44-1365

PAGE FOUR - =

INVESTICATION CONTINUING AT CHARLOTTE .

A

ONFOLK ADVISED BY Al MAIL _ ,

O LINE EIGHTEEN » FIEST LORD SHLD BE SEV

FBI, INDAFOLS

CLint?

xo it e i F e
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) ’ '

FBI
Date: 4/18/68
Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE _URGENT

(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
KANSAS CITY (44-760)
MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM INDIANAPOLIS (44-564)

MURKIN, 00: MEMPHIS.

REKANSAS CITY TEL THIS DATE.RE B. J. PARKER -
SUSPECT. RECORDS NORTH AMERICAN VAN LINES (NAVL), FORT
WAYNE, INb., SHOW ELWOOD DIETRICH WITH NAVL TRAILER ONE
SIX SEVEN fIVE, INDIANA LICENSE THREE ONE SIX FOUR TWO,

MADE DELIVERIES THIS DATE SPRINGFIELD, ST. LOUIS, MO.

DIETRICH BORN |, NAPOLEON, OHIO, g
RESIDES GENERAL DELIVERY, READING, MICH., HAS BEEN EMPLOYED
' SINCE NOV. NINETEEN, SIXTYFIVE. NAVL CHECKING TO DETERMINE
HIS WHEREABOUTS PERTINENT DATES. DIETRICH SCHEDULED TO
ARRIVE FORT WAYNE, IND., APRIL NINETEEN, NEXT, AND WILL
BE INTERVIEWED. '

@ Indianapolis

WRL:cssf &
(1) (/--é/

Approved:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI AADL
Ui GENT l'-lo 63 FAB
10 Dl tECT (012 (44-38861) INDIANArOLI S,

Falln KANDAS CITY (44-760) 272

wlonln, J02 mEMPRIS
COALKE
LINDeLL & CAUnCH, ATTOINEY, Skl
105 ADVISED HAE OBSEVED mOnTid ALLEAICAN VAN LINE Teldin BEING

UNLOADED trily DATE AT LAND #AnK BUILDINGs SPRINGFIELDs LHESE

HE RAS 3 OrFICES F TATED DilVES OF 1TRIS TAUCA nESENpLES rROTO

IN br"IN FIKLD NEZ¥LrARE:. UN THIS
SUFPERINTENDENT, LAND #ARK rAIKING GARAGE,
DoIVES AND IDENLTIFIZD DulUdn AS ik SEMBLING
DEAVING OF SUSKFECT. HE DELCAIBED Dol VEs
FEET 'NINT-TEN [NCHES, ONE HULDOED SIATY~3EVENLT LES.s
bLua'ngs; EARLY TaIlTINSs BicOhn HALn, COABED BACA .ATHE
ALGH ON HIS HEADs SOUTRENN ACCENY. DnIVE:D STATEL LS
ALABAMA AND Ex :OUTE ST. LOUISS
ON NOwTH AMZ:ICAN VAN LINES
NE SIX.F0Us ThO. A COEY

o0 CRACAKEN nEFLECTS THE DulVble's

END FAGE OnE

sbfL Jrrecifer
b L7/
=
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FAGE TUO

2IGINATED FLOM IBM.SYSTEMS AENUFACTUING DIVISION, BOCA

AATONs FLAs T0 SPAINGFIEL 0 FOHTS 10 DETEainIaE I0INEwdy

CF TAIS VEHICLE FHuOUGH NORTH AnziICAN VAN LINES, SFalNGFIELD.,

AND JOPLIN, ¥0., NEGATIVE AS THIS I8 LUAD OF NEY =nO0DUCTS AnD

IS HANDLED THiOUGH FT. ArNAs INDIANA OFFICE OF NOaTh A6sslCANe
INDIANAPOLIS, CONTACTY NOnTH AﬂEhICHN VAN LINESs FTa

DETEANINE (ITINEGARY 0F VEHICLE AND IDENTIFICATION OF DiIC

APPLOPRIATE OFFI CES 50 rOSSIBILIYY OF sL..d¥i BEIsG 51

CAN BE =.ES0LVED.

IaDAas-0OLS
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 "
MAY 19€2 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC DATE: 4-18-68

BILL AMOS - Security Clerk

susjecT: MURKIN

At 11:10PM, SA Williams, Charlotte, advised Mrs. Frank Wimberly,
unn, NC interviewed, furnished name of sister as Mrs. Eunice Smith,
(widow, husband George), 404 S. Main St., Princton, Indiana, phone
FU5-2823., EXEXAZ¥ABEAY

Above furnished SA Fletcher. Fletcher instructed SA Whaley
be advised and to handle.

SAC and Supr Tiller advised,

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



°

4/16/68

Airtel ? Air Mail Registered
To SAC, Miami|

MURKIN i
CR S

Attached is aﬁonymous letter received this office on 4/16/68.

The writer refers to Lake Worth County, but postal guide reflects
no such county, however Lake Worth is in your territory.

Your office 1§ requested to handle enclosed letter. -

i
{
i
i
1
i
}
)
|

i
i

iami (Enc.—l) (RM)

ndianapo s
PJF/sjT f
(3) |

&awmm_. NI

t‘t—k_— s

indersy e )
ktf N (o e

OSSR
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

Blrmmgham Ala, (UP) —
Efic Starvo Galt, object of the
FBI'S most intensive manhunt,
received a letter from Chicago
a few weeks before the slay-

Jr., his, landlord said yester-
day.

In a copyrighted interview
jin the Birmingham News,
rooming house manager Peter
! Nicholas Cherpes, said the
. sketch of the man wanted in
' King’s slaying “looked exactly
like” Galt.

“He was above the average
roomer in dress, talk and ap-
pearance,” Cherpes said. “He
always wore sporty clothes
.and a tie, He was always

pleasant and I never Knew of
\

[ﬂm drinking.”

Cherpes faid Galt didn’t |

—t

ing of Dr. Martin Luther King’

&

say much about his family
affairs, only that he was
divorced. He only talked
abopt the ‘weather, never
about politics or racial trou-
bles.” -

He’ said Galt stayed a* his
rooming house at 2608 High-
land 1Avenue from Aug. 26 to
Oct. 7 last year.

He, said that during Sep-
tember, Galt receivéd a pre-
paid package in the mail from
Chicago. He 'said it weighed
20 to 25 pounds, was about
2 feet long and 1 foot wide,

The next day, Cherpes said,
Galt told him it was the wrong
merchandise and he planned
to send it back,

__“About half an hour later I

JLlusive Galt’s L-"ahdlord |
'Ties Suspect To Chicago'

saw him ., carrying the box to
his car,” Cherpes said.

IN OCTOBER, Cherpes said,
Galt told him he was leaving
for Mobile, Ala., to seek a
job. Galt said he expected a
letter from Chicago and asked
Cherpes to hold it for him.

In February or March, Cher-
pes said, the letter came from
Chicago. He said the envelope
was thin and green, with a
Chicago postmark,

“I held the letter for a week,
and returned it,” Cherpes said.
He said it appeared to him the
‘letter contained a check.

QWhen he received the lettey,

. lamved at the rooming house,

‘| building Company at Pasca-

C;{erpes said, he went to h

'file to look for Galt’s. reglstrJ
ltnon card and found it. Bdt
when FBI agents came to hlml
last week, Cherpes said, it was'
missing.

Cherpes earlier denied
knowing Galt, He said this
was because the FBI has
asked him not to say any-
thing about the man. But he
said the FBY had no authority
i to stop him. His rooming
lhouse was bolted and he re-
fused to admit anyone yes-
j terday afternoon.

Cherpes said that when Galt

[he told him his last job was in
ithe shipyards at Pascagoula,
Miss. However, Ingalls Ship-

goula said it had never hired a
man by that name.

Galt told Cherpes he was
taking a “long vacation” and
expected to stay at the room.
ing house - three or four
months. But he only stayed

{six weeks, Cherpes said.
[}
The interview with Cherpes

came amid growing reports
that Galt — as such — may

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

“The Indianapolis Star

_;lpdianépolis, Indiana
5

Page

Date:
Edition:
Author:
Editor: '
Title:

Managing
Robert P. Ear

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office:

Ip

D Being Investigated

never have existed. Authorities
were looking into the pgs-
| sikility that someone may halve
‘cafefully constructed the

,1d€'nt1ty of Galt for a bry fJ

{period in Birmingham.
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

a

G

i

“FBI Follows Baffling

Trai

———

Of K

4
i

(Top) Mexican Police
. Headquarters’ artist Sergio
i Jaubeért’s re-creation of
! physical features of the
| man suspected of killing
Df. Martin Luther King Jr.
in  Memphis, Tenn., last
i week. The drawing was
i based on a description sup-
lplied by FBI authorities.
(Bottom) Conception made
. by Bill Herrington, Mem-
phis newspaper artist,
;based on description given

y man who lives in the
‘puilding in Memphis from
‘Wwhere the shot was fired.

' (AP_Wirephotos
1

inﬁ- SlagiﬂféeSHSBE—Q@ |

Atlanta (UPI) — FBI agents
investigating "the sniper slay-
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. have been on the trail of
Eric Starvo Galt, listed as an
unemployed merchant mariner,
for nearly a week, United
Press International learned
yesterday. ’

Galt’'s name first surged
into the headlines Thursday
night when a white Mustang
auto, registered to him and
resembling one that report-
edly sped from the King as-
sassination scene, was found
parked in an Atlanta apart-
ment complex.

No warrant has been issued
for Galt’s arrest, but it was
learned that the FBI in Miami

had issued — and then for-
" unexplained reasons withdrew

— “ t d H ”» - )
a “locate and notify” bulle I lar check there, and the Star

i|-Fishing Company, one of the

+tin on Galt Thursday.".

THE MUSTANG registered
to Galt -carried Alabama
license number 1-38993. A
check with Alabama authori-

ties established Galt’s address|.
as a rooming house at 2608

Highland Avenue in Birming-
ham, but residents, while re-
calling Galt, said they had
not seen him since November.

In obtaining his driver's

license in 1967, Galt listed
his occupation as an unem-
ployed merchant mariner.
The FBI replied with  a
blanket “no comment” to all

questions concerning the King,
investigation, but persons at,
the Birmingham rooming,
house said agents were asking'

“plenty of questions” about
Galt last week.

The only official announce-

ments in the King case have

come from Attorney General,

Ramsey Clark, who was sent
to Memphis by President John-
son to help with the investiga-
tion after the civil rights lead-
er was killed by a sniper while
standing on a hotel balcony
a week ago.

Clark said authorities hia d
a suspect and his “name,” bu
would not disclose the name

He also said that officials hajl|
a man on the run and we /
confident the case would eI

solved. . i
UPI REPORTERS i checking'

-with maritime officials in Mo-
bile learned yesterday that
agents, in addition to question-
ing persons at the Birmingham
rooming house, also had made
a check of the docks long be-
fore the Mustang was found.
A spokesman at the Sea-
farers International Union in
Mobile said agents had visited
the union offices two “days
agd and had gone through
autpmated files, without syc-

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

The Indianapolis Star
Indianapolis, Indiana

Page <L

on"Galt,

Officials at the Maritime
Union of America in Mobile
said agents had made a simi-

‘largest firms of its kind in the
area, said it also had been
1"visited by agents.

AGENTS ALSO checked out
Coast Guard.files in Washing-
tpn ‘during the day without
finding any trace of Galt.

’{'hls raised speculation,
Mnch again officials refuse

0!

3

0 confirm_or deny, wheth¢r
jomeone, as early as lasgt
tember, set ‘about to ec-
tablish credentials for a ficti-
tious Eric Starvo Galt.

Alabama officials said that
at the time he applied for his

of 36, he claimed to have had
a Louisiana license since 1962,
but there is no record thdt he
ever turned it in,

The name of Galt was fur-
ther validated when license
tigs for the Mustang were o
thined under that name o

1967, in Jefferso

7&egs, in trying to get a Kad
d |

Alabama license, at the age|
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’[\RESIDENTS OF the Atlants
spartment comiplex where the
ar was- found. remember the-.
ariver as'a neatly dressed man‘
1who calmly got out of the car,’
jlocked it and walked away i

ﬁ This description roughly |
; tallied with one given by oc- ;
1 cupants of a.rooming. bousel
 in Memphis, where the assas- “
sin stood in a communal bath
| oo fired the shot that killed |

! King.

E The assassin is believed tc‘

ave checked into the roomma‘
g;ouse under the name of;
“John Willard.” g
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC 4L4-563 ) DATE. L4~18~68

FROM : BILL AMOS ~ Security Clerk

SUBJECT: MURKIN

AT 8:26PM this date, Mr. James Freeland, 3527 Putnam Place,
phone 233-4689, South Bend, Indiana, telephonically contacted
this office, advising that at approx. 5PM, on the outskirts of
Benton Harbor, Mich., he picked up higch hlker, and drove him to
U.S. 31 and Auton Road, South Bend, Indiana. This individual
was picked up at junction U.S. 31 and road 139, Benton Harbor.

UNSUB stated was formerly a Student at University of Louisville,
and was returning to LS. During ride and conversation, UNSUB gave
name as JXMEKX JOHN WILLARD, clalmlng recently to have been in
San Francisco, Long Beach, Mémphls, New Orleans, stating that Memphis
was a '"'clean lown" UNSUB carrying a sleeplng bag, and canvas hand
bag, looked as if traveling for a long time. Freeland stated
he was from California, and subject memtioned several places
that he was familiar with.

Freeland stated that UNSUB does not resemble phemk photo
much, in newspaper, but name given similar, and numerous places
claimed to have been vieited also in local newspaper story.

UNSUB desc. by Freeland as WM, 5'8", dark eyes, short halr,
sparse in frong, full in face, 160-165 lbs., wearlng black denim
pants, stocky build.

At 9:16PM this date, Nellie Scott, 2259 Sheldon, Indianapolis,
tékephone 926-8322, telephonically advised that she had just observed
a black 59 Ford, bearing Arkansas license ASFI919, hmaximg with 2
white males, one of whkch she beliewes ident with subject, This
car observed at 22nd St., and Delaware, traveling north.

SAC and Yiller advised of above. #(f /\SZ?_:"C:J/

M

Smlﬂ!.\my//,:wwm p—
N S AP?A81968

O “( @Q

Byy U.S. Savings Bonds Regulﬂrly on tbe Pafroll Savings Plan
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64).

'7 FB|

T Date 4/19/68
“”» PLAINTEXT

Transmit the following in
. . (Type in plazntexz or cade)

" TELETYPE . - o
T (Priority) .

VQDIRECTOR (44-38861), ANSAS5CITY'(44-766),’
_'_MEMPHIS (44—1987) | i |
- INDIANAPOLIS (44—563)

“MUEKIN',OO MEMPHIS

. EEMETEE.ApRiEjEIGETEEN LAéT‘i»
| 'B. J: bARKER-SUSPECT5 ' RECORDS NAVL, FT, WAYNE IND.,}T4
.‘:SHOW B, J PARKER IS IBM EMPLOYEE WHO SIGNED BILL OF
'_LADING WHEN SHIPMENT LOADED AT IBM,EBOCA.RATQN, FLA.,
MAE' THiRTY LAST, . ELWOOD LEE DIETEECE"EAEL DRIVER,. .
WHO MADB DELIVERY LANDMARK BUILDING SPRINGFIELD Mo,
‘APRIL EIGHTEEN LAST, DOES NOT APPEAR IDENTICAL TO
GALT NAVL. RECORDS snow DIETRICH IN FLA. MARCH TWENTYNINE :
‘.AND‘THIR?Y LAST;.AT PICO, RIVERA, CAL., APRILqFOUR LAST..
.(i\-A-Ifndi'ahap(')'li._s, A

WRLo:rav
(1) M

| APProved Q )\ 2"‘ 7’“‘/\ ', | y 'Se‘nt_ \LQ

. Specml Agent in Charqe

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, (44-463) pate: 4/17/68 .
SA ERIC C. WILLIAMS

MURKIN

On 4/17/68, RICHARD JAMES, former AUSA, Hammond, Indiana,
now City Attorney, Hammond, Indiana, advised that EARL TUOMPSON,
a city employee in the Hammond City Assessor's O0ffice, advised
him an individual registered a 1963 Ford on 4/15/68, and that
this individvual stated he was a merchant seaman who had recently
come to this area from the South, JAMES stated THOMPSON stated
he had read in the newspaper that such an individual was being
sought in connection with the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On 4/17/68, EARL THOMPSON, City Assessor's\Office,
Indiana, advised on § 4/15/68, ane CHARLES E, R{

Hammond, Tndiana, obtained a tax clearance certiRicate from his
office 1n order to register a 1963 Ford, He st

essed U,S, Merchant Marine identification card . e
stated RODGERS advised he had just come recently from Florida:
and that he had resided at one time at 6041 Columbia, Hammond,
Indiana, THOWPSON stated the seaman card had a photograph of
RODGERS. fle stated he was a white male, 6'1", date of birth,

light brown hair, 160-170 1bs., THOMPSON advised he

ad read in the newspaper that the FBT was seeking a merchant
seaman from the South in connection with the death of MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. and therefore he wanted to pass the information
on, He was shown the two artist's conceptions of the individual
possibly connected with instant matter, He stated he could not
identify him as identical with the individual known as RODGERS.
He only could say he was "a little like him in ways and taller,
with light hair." Another employge, LEE WALSH, was also shown the

artist{s conceptions and also stated there was "some resemblance"
but could not identify him,

. On 4/17/68, MARY BAILEY, Clerk, Records Office, Hammond, Ind, ,
advised CHARLES EDWARD RODGERS, 6041 Columbia Avenue, Hammond, Ind

received a traffic summons on %/5/67 for failure to stop for a o’

railroad crossing and was fines §$1 plus costs, which were suspended,
She stated he was described as a whito male, 6°'1", 147 1bs,, brown
hair, fair complexion, dob ~] and place of, birth, Columbus,
Ga. His occupation was listed as a cab driver, — >$%:Lﬁ%uiv:;
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. Oon 4/17/68, LORRAINE SPUDIC, Asst. Cashier, License Bureau
calumet Avenue, Hammond, Indiana, advised- that on 4/15/68, CHARLES
E. RODGERS, 4154 Sibley, Hammond, -Indiana, registered a.1963 Ford
Convert,, VIN 3G65C189590, and was issued 1968 Indiana.license
45W8257, She stated this registration corrected a 1967 registration
.for the same vehicle in which RODGERS name was spelled ROGERS., She
stated the vehich was purchased in 12/67 from Swets Motor Sales,
_lﬁgﬁésTorrence,'Lansing, Il1linois, and was first registered on
1 - S o

', ,0n'4/17/68, CLARENCE MAINSHIP, Desk Clerk, Jefferson Hotel,
‘415 3 Sibley, Hammond, Indiana, advised CHARLES E. RODGERS, has
been residing at that hotel since 4/1/68., He has a room for which
he pays $13 per week, A former address was listed as 4528 Holly
Place, Columbus, Ga, He stated there was an indication he was
a merchant seaman awaiting papers.to work on the Geeat Lakes,

No further action is recommended,
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‘Cab Drivers. l lace Galtu

=

Atlanta (UPI)—An Atlanta
#axicab driver identified for
the FBI yesterday a sketch of
e elusive Eric Starvo Galt
nd. said the mystery figure

Luther King Jr.’s assassin rode
in his cab the day after the
slaying. |

A second taxicab driver
working for the same com-
pany said he, too, gave the
man a ride the Friday after
King was shot by a sniper in
Memphis, Tenn.. April 4.

BOTH DRIVERS said the
trips were in Atlanta’s “Hip-
pie” neighborhood around
Peachtree and 14th Street.
The area is about 7 miles
from the public housing proj-
pect where a white Ford M
.ang, reglstered to Galt, Wi

in the search for Dr. Martin’

;In /f tlanta 4fter ng

ﬁCapltbl Homes housing proj
ect.

Apparently working on a}
new lead, however, FB
agents returned to the office$

of Atlanta Million Cabs yes-

terday and asked specifically |
if any drivers had made |
pickups in the “hippie” -
neighborhood on the’ Fnday

after King was slain.

Two drivers who had made.
such pickups were questioned
"and . identified a sketch of:
the man the FBI evidently
thinks is Galt.

The first driver told - the
FBI he picked up the man at

and 14th streets. He drove his
fare only- two blocks—a fact
that made him remember the

located by FBI agents l?ﬁst
/Thursday b

Both taxi drivers work for
the Atlanta Million CoOpera-
tive Cab Company. Their
:names were withheld at the
request of the taxicab firm.

The FBI has pored through
the records of Atlanta Mil-
lion Cab and other taxicab
firms in the city in an attemjt
to trace Galt from the tine
he apparently abandoned the
whxte MusLang found in_ the

]trlp—and then the man de-

lmanded to be let o out ir .
diately.
- The driver said he had gone

two blocks south on Peachtree
to 12th Street, and there the
man got out, paid his fare and
alked quickly down 12th
ptreet. west. ?

* THE SECOND taxicab drlv-
gr told the FBI he recogniz!:d'

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

f’the man in the sketch as thF
same man who rode in his cab

htwo-story apartment building

apartments or walked off in
another direction. The location’
is at the intersection of 13thi
Street and Crescent Avenue,:
one block west of the 14th and

"Peachtree streets intersection’

t where the first driver said he
| picked up the same man.
| Ed Collins, president and
general manager of the taxi-
cab firm, said- the FBI would
not tell him or the drivers
iwhat the new leads in the in~
.\wstigation might mean. He
taid the FBI told him it was
aking similar checks with]|
other Atlanta taxicab firms. *

»Slaymg{

-to " the “address of a modenc'

The second drives did not‘

recall if the man entered the:
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How Did
Eric Galt
_denish? |

BIRMINGHAM (AP) —
l?ead-end clues to a man who (Indicate page, name of
,vanished without a .trace newspaper, city and state.)
apparently confronted FBI
i agents today in their investi-
gation of the siiper slaying of ’ . . .

Dr. Martin Lither. King. Jr.| re—Indianapolis News

False leads muiltiplied in the:
hunt for Eric Starvo Galt, a . . .
mysterious quiet-talking man; ndianapolis, Indiana
, whose.last known’address was.
| a Birmingham rooming house. boe ?
, His former landlord said yes-' . e
| terday-he had identified draw- —
|ings shown . by FBI agents:
as resembling Galt.

“It's him,” said Peter’
Cherpes, 72, who runs a 2-
tory Southside boarding
house where Galt lived for
six weeks last fall. .
" Galt's* abandoned whitE
Mustang was impounded last
Thursday by the FBI in
Atlanta, It fit ‘the description
of a car seen-leaving the scene
after King was. killed April 4 _
by a spiper firing from a|’
rooming -house in Memphis. Date: L/-/é -6 Y

Memphis witnesses de- ’ Edition:
scribed the suspected assassin,
who registered as John Wil- .
lard "at a rooming * house Editor: 7 Managing
opposite " King’s motel, as Title: ‘”‘er}de];l C_’
about. 6 feet and sandy-haired ' Phillioppi
and “a‘clean, neat man.’

No ‘trace of Willard appar-
ently has been found. Character:

An FBI alert for Galt, in a ) or
white Mustang, was issued in Classification:

Florida last Thursday, but was Submitting Office:
-canceled. However, the  FBI Ip
has continued a search for [[] Being Investigated
Galt’s whereabouts or clues to
his past. ~

Galt received a package Y7/-S(3-7 7
idgrom Chicago, and a letter ' ) e
rrived for him from Chicago| )
fter he left the rooming house <_2

Arna 3

i
i

Author:

gnd was returned to the|
sender, the landlord said.
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