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or group of persons had or were even @@nt@mplating placing a
bounty on MARTIN LUTHER KING.

SERO stated that after being returned to Tennessee
he was sentenced to three years for uttering forged checks and
was incarcerated in the Tennessee State Penitentiary at Ft.
Pillow. He said he believes he also related this same '
speculative conversation to imnmates at the Ft. Pillow Prison.

SERC described JAMES EARL RAY as a “hayseed” and a
"born loser.” He said that to his knowledge RAY had never
successfully gotten away with any criminal offense, and
it was his belief that RAY had been detected and apprehended
following each of his criminal offenses. He said it was his
recollection that RAY had a great dislike for Negroes but he
cannot recall that he particularly disliked MARTIN LUTHER KING,
He said he would not describe RAY as a loner but would simply
say he would not know how to make friends or how to mix with
other persons. He said that RAY was a regular user of ampheta-
mines in prison but he did not know him to use other narcotics,
and he recalled that RAY had mentioned taking narcotic pills
prior te being incarcerated.

SERO said that RAY has a deep need for recognition
and that he idolizes notorious c¢riminals who are the subjects
of wide-spread publicity. He said that when he considers
RAY's need for recognition and then considershis dislike for
Negroes, it is believable that RAY might have killed MARTIN
LUTHER KING for no monitary gain.

He said that RAY had no important criminal connections
te his knowledge as crimimals of this type would not bother
to associate with RAY, He said RAY never talked about his
family but did indicate omn one occasion' that he had friends in
Kansas City, Missouri. SERQ said he has not heard from RAY
since he left MSP, and he has ne idea where he might be at
present.
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INTERVIEWS WITH PERSONS WHO RENTED ROOMS

AT ECONOMY ROOMING HOUSE, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA' , A .

e The following investigation was conducted by
., SA RAYMOND J. MAXWELL on April 12, 1968:

0. L. BLACK, Route 5, Box 227, Andalusia, Alabama, |

. telephone number 222-1508, telephonically advised that he di/»'*""% :

not. been in Birmingham, Alabama, and did not stay at the -
*. Economy Rooming House on Highland Avenue; however, it was his .

. wife, Mrs, O, L. BLACK, and his daughter, Mrs, JAMES E, WELDON
who stayed at the rooming house,

o BLACK advised that the name of ERIC STARVO. GALT e
~'means nothing to him, and that to his knowledge, he has never‘
~heard of ERIC STARVO GALT, nor has he ever heard of HARVEY
LOWMEYER,

Mrs, O, L, BLACK telephonically advised that during

~ the fall of 1967 she and her daughter, DON, ~;;;i?{ﬁf
- Route 4, Box 73, Opelika, Alabama, took “ baby v S

to Birmingham, Alabama, for medical treatment. Whilte=they
were in Birmingham, they stayed at thé Economy Rooming House
on Highland Avenue, She recalls staying in Rooms 18 and 29 -
during the period of September 17 through September 24, 1967.
-Mrs., Wat when she was not at the hospital
where was being treated, she would be resting
in her room at the Economy Rooming House and she did not’
mingle with or associate with other people staying at the
rooming house., On occasions, she would talk briefly with

other women at the rooming house, but she never engaged in any
conversation with any men,

Mrs., BLACK advised that the name of GALT and the
name of LOWMEYER are not familiar to her, and she’ definitely
- does not. remember anyone, at the rooming house by the name of
GALT or LOWMEYER., She stated that if she saw a picture of
GALT, she might be able to.state whether she had ever seen
this individual at the rooming house, but from a description
she could not state whether she saw anyone answering GALT's
description at the rooming houseo\

Mrs. BLACK stated that she“wquld’ceoperate in'any o
way that she could with. the FBI, and if ‘the FBI had any pictures =~
. . ™ .

- 116 | Y

R — - - = — T

. ' - s
...... s . . ) . S

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




MO 157-2627 - JTB:agf
2 . , ‘ R

*y“that they wanted her to look at, she would be glad to look
at these pictures in an effort to determine if anyone was

'

. at the Economy Rooming House durling the perliod of time when

she stayed at the rooming house in September, 1967.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA HOWARD R, LINSCOTT on April 13, 1968 at Andalusila, Ala-
bama.

Mrs. O, L, BLACK, Route 5, Box 227, Andalusia,

o Alabama, was shown the sketch of the suspect ERIC STARVO

GALT. Mrs. BLACK advised that she had never seen anyone

at the rooming house  in Birmingham who resembled the photo-
graph, Mrs, BLACK advised that she resided at the rooming
house during the period September 1 time
she was in Birmingham to see about who
was 1In the hospital there, Mrs, BLACK advised that the only
time she saw any men around the rooming house was in the
mornings at breakfast time; however, she stated she had never
seen anyone at breakfast who resembled the photograph.

. ‘ ‘ The fblloﬁing investigation was conducted at
Opelika, Alabama, by SA ROY H, EVELAND:

- On April 12, 1968, JAMES E, WELDON, 23 Dorsey
Street, mail address, Route 4, Box 73, Opelika, Alabama, an
employee of Ampex Corporation, advised that his wife, SHELLEY
. WELDON; and his mother-in-law, Mrs, OVIS LEE BLACK,; Route 5,

Box 227, Andalusla, Alabama, had stayed at the Economy Room-

uring the nights and sleep at the rooming house
days., The mother-in-law would stay with the

—

at thehospital during the days and would sleep at.

am tor ve years for corrective operations. He and his wife

generally stay at the Economy Rooming House when in. Birmingham,.f%'"

. He said that if he had been at the Economy Rooming House

7 "Quring September, 1967, it would have been only for an over- ° Y

'night visit. :He does not remember anyone at his rooming- house

by the name. of GALT or a similar name and could not: place anyonerf??'

“‘fitting the description as glven for suspect. ERIC STARVO GALT.

~
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and 8 will'e wou stay a e hospltal with :

" the rooming house at night. He and his wife have been taking .
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- Mrs. JAMES E. (SHELLEY) WELDON, Route 4, Box 73, .
. Opelika, advised on April 12, 1968 that she recalls staying .
- at the Economy Roomling House in Blrmingham, Alabama, Septem=- -

- ber 17-24, 1968. She and her mothe ACK, of L
o Andalusia, Alabama, were there with who was &
- patlient at the Crippled Childrenfs HOsplital 1in rmingham._.va

- She said she did not recall anyone by the name ERIC STARVO

' GALT or any similar name at this rooming house and she =
- . .does not recall anyone there fitting the descrlption as given
" for suspect GALT. , ‘

AT AUBURN, ALABAMA: | - SRR

On April 12, 1968 it was ascertained that THOMAS D. /d |
.~ FRANKLIN was residing at the Phi Theta Tau, 317 S. College TR A
.. Street; Auburn, Alabama, while attending Auburn University, S e
i |
|

It was ascertained that on that date he was away from Auburn .’
~_ believed to be attending the Masters Golf Tournament in
G Augusta, Georgila. -

- " On April 15, 1968 FRANKLIN was contacted on his
return to Auburn and advised he had stayed at the Economy
Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, for about - ..

: two weeks during the last part of August and early September,

1967, He advised he was working at the Avondale Mills in--

i”North Birmingham under the Co -0p Program of Auburn University

FRANKLIN saiad tha:he had seen articles in the/news- T
paper recently, including a sketch of suspect in the killing '~ - |
- of MARTIN LUTHER KING at Memphis, Tennessee., He said that he .. -~
" did not know anyone by the name of ERIC STARVO GALT, and he

‘does not recall anyone at the Economy Rooming House who o =
looked like the sketch of the suspect which: he had seen in t_he_.~ ;meli
newspaper. He also said he does not recall seeingﬂagyoﬁ“” _ C b
around the rooming house driving a white Mustang automobile,' e
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“

RE JOHN LARRY RAY:

J

RE INTERVIEWED TODAY. ‘APPEARED COOPERATIVE. SAID BROTHER
JERRY ARRIVED NINE THIRTY AM APRIL THIRTY. THEY TALKED WITH
(AROL PEPPER OF HARASSMENT BY REPORTERS. JERRY SAID IF IT
ONTINUED HE WOULD QUIT JOB. JERRY LEFT FOR CHICAGO ELEVEN
& MAY FIRST. JOHN HAD NO REASON TO BELIEVE JERRY OR CAROL
ONTACTED OR HEARD FROM SUBJECT SINCE ESCAPE. JERRY SAID IS
DILY MEMBER OFQFAMILY WITH STABLE ADDRESS KNOW TG SUBJECT, UHO
#S NOT MOVED SINCE ESCAPE. ADMITTED SENDING MONEY TO SUBJECT
N PRISON AS SUBJECT HAD DONE SA&ME FOR HIQ. UNABLE TO RECALL
PECIFIC DATES OR AMOUNTS. BELIEVED IF SUBJECT KILLED KING HE
A5 EITHER CRAZY OR PAID. IF CRAZY;‘WOULD NOT CONTACT FAMILY.
F'FOR MONEY, WOULD NOT CONTACT AS UOULD NCT NEED HELP, AND WOULD
P ROBABLY BE KILLED BY PAYER. BELIEVED SUBJECT BECAME NARCOTICS

INCE. KNEW OF NO CLOSE

wn

IBER IN ARMY AS HAS NOT SEEMED RIGHT
RIENDS OF SUBJECT. NO IDEA OF SUBJECTS WHEREABOUTS. WELCOWMED
ECONTACT AT ANY TIME.

END PAGE TWO
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