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CREll..'-U: PICO~ l278 $nst :126thi Los Angeios, C;alj.:tol"nia; 
JOSEPH M. S~'EWMT; ao.:reulaneu~, -Jilssourt; . 
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lit vie'w -0;£ 't'.bo. :.fa,;;;;:t- · $::rib:J,_l.»~:t: . :St;l~n:t, lli:11e:'h &f :bi~ 
•tim{:t 1.l!J. Los J:1~tt~l-e$: tm.!.'k.n;'.'-' the .n~~ l!l{XC c:.Aiii~ •a:f't.~? h.ls 
,fL:SC~pt} f:t:,O.l\1 ~iSP:r it· .i~ ±):1 ·s; ·tlrf;i :fol'.L~~ing~ iot1ae;r. i~•:t:e.s­
$.l~t)til tl ·be.· co:rit~:c.t~[ .:tn. tl1e· -$1/0~.:f: ti~y (::.-tn; ftt;r.nizb ·ttn.y 
itift>ri.ta·t;ton t'eJk't.il'difit him·. _ .-rhe _ :t.oll~w'-:ng iQ a li$t _ t>l _ · . 
tb~rt'G' ffe~Eltltvi.~1tra1J3 ~fid . ttuJiJ: 100$t ~<:i~e~t- ~dd;.li;'ft$:$ t1.tc; r~nl-sb:cd 

f --
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l.A 'WnmK,1! ltLD~n: e~l'.!}J:i'I{ !; l;(gp -~¥1021 •i; U!l, wib,ol!-Jitl: i 
~l :t:lorniti. 
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C:1-iASL}1i1 iuos _ -~·'w1JiE'fi', WJP #",'.l87ltl, L-0.$:- Angelil~j 
Qll.t:f~:tnin. -
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. 'lt"u:~ li~•t ;tt>.t~4b{;d lw:t:~ti> etf1rt.ai~tS· ,~t:~ oo;a;_gth.rt;,m: 

b~~tl'lo.i~;nd .t~-~1H?'.Mti,~:n, ¢1ti-t:.aJ~c4: :ie&ctt:. t:it~·- -~a!?· ;t"'-f!~o~12Jricc 
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.... ~~ ,A~. •,,.;a¥-·· ~f'\!,-1 .'~:\4~--- ~$ *, '.~.•...,.~~-·:r. -_i!.~::.~~~)i·,,.,,,..\,t~i~~~'- •,,;no-:•.n--~ ~~4.,_:.r---~-~-'!!I "W'~ . ..;£,.o,.~ 

'"'"'~~""'.·.t:' ...,,-1;,'J.,,,.-~,,. ,f.._'l-_,. •·ff:n· "t -~1'· A.,,,,,,.,-,,.~._,.,.,.."• ·•-~ ,,,-~"• •f ,,~• · •1 ,,,t:t$"-"""". +,<i! ~?.> ·!"-~ _r. ~,-;,;, ~;.._. .l,. 'l 'l!'i• '?""' 
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' ' ,l1()~~tt~• __ t):H~~··:tn t:b.r:i;: ~()~ Ange;i~~; ~re~~ 1l j,Jf Z't~1iL(;tl't~d _that 
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. - ' .. - . '' 1.' _-·. --- ', . ' . ', -

. FROlh .- . : .. : : SAt:. <KAN.sAS CITY-:. --t~1-1~·1eo>. '.:, .- .. pc. : ·.- ,_:. 

Stm.iECT!' --iruairi~-- ,_ . i ' ' -_ '• •, :-:: < .. ' .:-:.-. . . 
· :··. -- ·-":ii;:·'1tan•a: [ctit -itr~¢l~ t~- ·ilil:~c-~ttr:f. 5/J./ae· • 

. • -~!fei~n~;- [e~~oa-tioJl: ftirtd.~~d :-.~ictti- · 
_ ;.-cmrt.s of :.in~r-v.ie"; "'ith -CE~~. CLAltON Ll.LLIBBI~ _ (Co.ncetil) f · 
.wb.ieb tb(Jk :p~ace ·Qn:f4/29/ti8, .in·tb¢_·,.cn1e 0>u1:1ty. :Ja,:U.~- - : .· 
Je:tfcrso-n. -CJ.·ty, Mis.sourJ.1 .. WhE1,re L~lnlUDGE wa.~ a 't 'that 
,t~ in~~eor•tcd. -I . · - _ · :,- •,. - ·_ · ·, ·.· · · · · _· · 

-· . - -1 . .-· . '•_- ·_. •·, . . . . ' . 

_. : .T-h,c, follo-wing_ iafcrmati.ort. is .being so.t fo.t'tli 
11, t);i.<f ev~t _ tbe Bt1,~.a-u -~1~h,e~ to-· l)~t. ~plnuJifi o-ll "tttts· 
phase- crf. t~ irr.res;1!.a~1~~--:• · 'titt.t<ltig :;1;1r~e~view LU.t,IBttlOOE 
e:tated he. •~· a cell! •ie 91: -$'\?bjt£ie:t ·--:~t 1tis.•u:c1. ·Sta:te -

. -~n:i t:en:tu:ry · -.(HSP} i111 · tile . ln:tte:r· pa,:t: of · ·1~~6 .... · · · . . ~ . ... '. ~ . - . 

. )Wp ·recol-"d re·ifeat LILLI!.mtOOE in. -ee.ll C-17. tront· 
4/2ij/65 tbtougli ll,/Z/07 .. , EARL JAlmS-RAY Vla.S, in ce11· .c-17 
tx-om: ll/11/f:iG ua·t:U. ,[./ia/e7~. It .,is; tC) ·be not~d thia is 
cne <>1 tl't~. f'ri -oec;a11'ions RAY was ®t .. ill :a :d.Dgla -cell. 

. -.. ' - . ,,- .. ·_:- . . ·. j . ·. . ·_· .. -:. . - . . .- . ·_.. . 
. . : - . L.lLLIBilIOOE :reoulled .;ft®.ther .iJlm&f.e~ -.XEJ.1~. : 

.mm. TT{; ~l~~t C-\1t -il_.s ~or ~ubj~<:t_.- one.~· pu:r·pc:.r:te~Uy ·:t:_.-:o:r· , the. 
· pu.rcha,se O·f n~t.;to,ne~.. LlLLinRIOOE ~~id t:bi$ 113(.H~ey - · .. 
was sent to, ~ sQ;tionery· ~pariy _.ln; St. J.i0Ui$i 'th¢ 'i.1~~8 · 
h• :®ul.d not; ·recall but .no s~tion~~Y l'k._s ti'vt1ir· received 
and nt.Y. l.~te.r- talq: biJn ft W~S- just ·a.-- 11&thot.f o:t· getti~g 
-.cuiey_ ou·t.· ~:t:, ~lfi$0Jt rithout _ the:_. ~~~:rJ~:• ~wl_~-d~-.: ,. 

, ~ - • . • • • ·, . • • • _ I , • . - - - - •. _ - - • . • • •• • ·- ; 

. · ·_ ·, · _ -· . Pri$0:n .:t,<t!:-COl"fl rr.r'lfea,ls IOnnf!t mJ.Q'lT_:r )tS'.£'· ti'l 500'1 ~ . 
_ on' 1/20/~1.; sent a •hn(!,1 ord,1t iit' the -~.11¢un.t -_of $15.!5 :t<"¥ 

- ' t:he·, Al,be~~-- J.,, Pepper! Statiotfel"Y ~n.1.f. 7llA _.S~a-n-e-~do.ah, 
St. L(>Uia;, J,tiSSOIU'i •·1 . A reviet11 O:f t119 :file re fl ~1>t$ tba t 

t.~~Cii1 .· · .·.. tO~Li~_-·--~ · qgti-. 
·-Mr·-~.,., ·. V-L -----: ( ,).\lv---t_ "\_ .·. . ' ·:- ' . . . ' . . _· . . . . . -.. -. . - ___ ,,__ ' . 
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ALB.ER~· ~~ · PEPP.FJl iai ~ r~la;tive. of t.)m .subject. 
. - . . . l. . - - . . :. - . . .· -

. LILL.XDR:U:~m-adviStfd_- that. subject a,1$0 had . 
asrd._r-.ti~· -o,if -.king a big r-<AUl ~n:c.t .retiri#.lg ·~ :Mexico .. 
:RAY tui:d l."eplied be tta:d stayed -wi•th peasants icn ~xi® 
before; o·n. ~be ·out~k+rts of- 4 tovm. called Ca)2Jl>.eQ.hfi:· lq~a:~ea 
on: cam.pe.J.:he I:ffly·- near_ tt:':e. tu_cata:li Pe.n-..1is~l•~ .RAY ~#id · -
·rtdv1Sffl:d ·to: t.114.,URIDGE be haq ·gol11! to· thia. lo.cati<>n in 
Mexico 2.t .least. t,ri.co i-1\ tlic 1:mst ·to cool off fro•: robberi.es .. 

' Subjoc-t ::alS.Q stated! to b!LLIBRIOOE that be mid, ·CUnJ?d ·noney 
by dllggld..µg in .saa1.l appl iance-s sut:h :as TVS.:, 1'a$h1ug 
.uutoll-1ncs tu ;tisbi:ng.1 boats-,. _,ib.ic.h .be. sol_d ·to, pe.asa'l)ts; 
!"Or n pro ii. t-i· :who di,d DOt •nt W· pay i~r-i- ,duty_. The.so 
ap-plia-nce,s. :were< :13l1U_ggl,ed i~ f~lil. Bl'O'Wll-Tille:.;: T~1iff. 

. -_J ' 

· · :toleiype· -tx'o• :San .ruttr,~o- to Di recto,;" 5/6/68, 
-,dv:isccl ·tba·t · app~x~ma.tel·y ~,o, .sb~1,ap fi.sbtng. r.l'~eJ.i;._ · 
opeira::te· 9\tt o:t t:be·_ nto~ille~.- ~ro.trui .t¢~•t •ll o-f •liicb 
fi:$h tmuth~-1:11 Gulf·;;;~-..,. iti'11_uding nay of ~ech~. ·sutb 

· · boat.$ :uaua;l.l,Y )reudezwus, il'ti ;iaha,llo•· -•ter· area ~nl.Y 
· _, Itn<»tn. :a.~ ~~c))e· '18it$ 11it1Ji·n s.:tght of ~che:~.--·Mextoo • 

. A•ttican, ,iu,tUD.cn. •~o l DOt- ·.al,l,,p~.d bi; ~~t of ~cbo ~Qe:rri. 
· on e11erge:ncy l)U1$ · bu~ £1$}):ermcn desi:f ing to vis-1 t _ pla.ces·. 
of .aJn.U.&eiaen~ eQ usu~l:,v grang_-c)- so ('lanctes~inely through 
ife'ii-¢a.ns .operating .$Mall. ~s~s_, ~,m, ·#Ui· n·bum. b0.a,t~•1 - -

'-ci.'l!' H~uqueros.r•. vbicb bring wome?J. liquot1 )!Ulr,-_1j'u:u.ul., · 
•(riHh. · OU t · "tQ-. ~~1"P ~ts fl'0'.111: . QulpeChe ~ _ ,ltexi.~ .ill.· exabange 
:f"r· duSb.,. $br-i•p boat · {;(luit>men:t or anyot;b,er dea:b:e<l uticles: 

· J..n possessi-o.n -of _such :tisbe~;n_;. - · · -
. . . . I . . 

. . LILLIBRU)GE Q.l~ stJt,te-d he bad hen-rd 1¥\f :ref~· ,to . 
. ~- Kmq: ·.t)U 11JAB.TIJ{ ~1.U'i'BER C90lt1,.,: .. 

. . . Iroporwt"· :rkwta tia'Wt, -No~h. ~ice.a .Ne:'YiSl')ape:,: 
All.hl;net} in ·pf!eJUf Jrelease- ~~d 4/Z>/6S11 stated a :phoae booth 
®t,d :by r:~y- in the lobby of the ,st. Fnncta lk.ttel. hiHi: 
'Wri ;,;t~n. ~ tbe ,wall 1·•de-~ \11th Uexicans, :rligg~s n:nd '!IARTI5 . 
. r;u~ .CCJON'f." . \ · . - . . - . . 

I . 
. Xn vi.~,., .of the '$_J;Jave :a--nd i~~ .a~ch a1;1, the . 

' iniornuitio.n ftU'nisb.fi/:d by LlLL'ltilUDGE, 't~t COtild be ,(tbecl«nt, 
1ivas :found ·tb be· t:rut.bfl1l.,. .it 11i felt- ~hat ·an. :a.4diti'o:na1. 

_. interview :wf tb. LIIJ,lBBIDCW smu,l.d ~ conducted anil i,ile BttteQu 
~nd ~h.is :a~e re.qtjested to, ~nd any_ sugges,t.1onn <u·· questioaa 
tbey f~l-~1.1ld be Prertinent· dur.1.ng this:_ in".rvi.cw •. It is .tc.• 
be· noted tba.t LULIBRlDGE 'will: -COAtinue *o be CQ_n:U.llE:?d 1~; :the: 
Cole ·Qlun.ty Jail untiil a~ _l;eas.t 5~16/63.. . -

' 
' 
I 



,. 
~-

I 
I 

F'BI KAN CITY 

tt! 
J 

\-

FBI BI RMGHAM 

309 PM URGENT 5-8-68, JIGA 
I 

10 DIRECTO_R .. KANSAS QITY .. AND MEMPHIS 
. I 

FROM BIRMINGHAM 4.ll- I 7 4b· 9 PAGES 

MURKIN 

. , 
,• 

-✓ 

<;,,:> 
,·, 

.--;.-
·/;~· 

-
0 C. (-' )' 

/ r· (l (o (.; 

THOMAS BRITTON .. H}:\LEY\1ILLE.- ALABAl'vJA .. · REINTERVIEWED IN DEPTH , 
/ I .v· I 

OONCERNI.NG KNOW~_;,,,PGE; Of JP.MES EARL RAY• BR! TTON ADVISED HE WAS 

RECEIVED IN MI s·soURI STATE PEN! TENTIARY SEPTEMBER SIXTYF'I VE .. AND 

AFTER PERIOD OF QUARAN !NE.- ASSIGNED TO "J" HALL DURING NOVEMBER 

\ 
. SIXTYFIVE. FIRST MADE A_CQUAINTANCE OF' RAY .. WHO WAS ALREADY 

ASS! GNED TO J HALL.- AS THE "WALK BOY"• ADVISED RAY'S DUTIES AS 

WALK· BOY WERE TO TAKE , ROERS FOR CIGARETTES .. CANDY_. ETC.., h'HI CH 

COULD BE PURCHASED W·IT IN PRISON, AND TO BRING HOT WATER TO PRI­

SlNERS. SAID RAY ONLY W-ALK BOY IN J HALL AND THEREFORE WAS FREE 

10 CONTACT ANY INMATES AND COULD MOVE THROUGHOUT HALL FREELY •. 

STATED_ FIRST CONVERSAT]ON t·H TH RAY TOOK PLACE !tJHEN RAY OBSERVED 

HIM READING BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA POST HERALD NEWSPAPER, WHICH HE 

HAD SUBSCRIPT ION TO L•JHIILE IN PRISON. RAY IN QUI RED OF HIM IF' HE 

WAS FROM STATE OF ALAB,MA AND SA! D HE HAD VI SI TED OR STAYED IN 

BIRMINGHAM.- ALABAMA AR A IN PAST AND MENTIONED _SEVERAL TAVERNS ,-· 

END PAGE ONE SEA 
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PAGE TWO 
I 

LOCATED IN JEFFERSON COtlJNTY., ALABAMA, t•JHI CH lrJERE KNOWN TO BRITTON• 

I 
STATED RAY NEVER MENTIOIED ANY ASSOC! ATES,· ACQUAINTANCES, FRI ENDS, 

RELATIVES OR EMPLOYMENT~, STATE OF' ALABAMA• HE ADVISED CONVERSATION 

I 
ENDED WI TH RAY ASKING HIM IF' HE COULD HAVE Hl S BIRMINGHAM 

I -
. I 

NEWSPAPERS IIJHEN HE FINI,HED ~EADING THEM EACH DAY, WHICH WAS 

AGREEABLE TO BRITTON. · iRITTON ADVISED THEREAFTER RAY,CAME · 

Bf HIS CELL EACH EVENING AND PI CK UP HIS NEWSPAPER, WHICH HE WOULD 

. - I -
PLACE BETWEEN THE CELL BARS. 

I 
HE SAID RAY NEVER p1scuSSED HIS FAMILY, NOR DID HE 

I 
. ' I 

EVER INDICATE FROM WHICH PART OF THE UNITED STATES HE CAME. 
I . 
I 

HE BEL! EVED RAY TO BE FROM THE. SOUTH ONLY BECAUSE 

HE NEVER IND! CATED WHEJE HE W-AS FROM, COUPLED. WI TH HI s INTEREST IN 

A SOUTHERN NEWSPAP~R. 'l 
HE STATED HE PERSO ALLY GAVE RAY HIS PRESENT ADDRESS AND 

I 

I 

TELEPHONE NUMBER ON ONE OCCASION, TELLING RAY TO STOP BY SOMETIME 

IF' HE EVER GOT OUT OF' PRISON ANO THEY WOULD HAVE A DRINK TOGETHER. 

BRITTON SAID RAY DID NOi~ ASK HIM FOR HIS ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE 

NUMBER AND THAT HE MERELY F'URNI SHED HIM THIS, KNOWING THAT HE WAS 
I - -

DOING A TWENTY YEAR SEN,TENCE- AND MORE THAN LIKELY HE ~~OULD NEVER 

AGAIN SEE RAY. AF'TER HE LEFT PRISON. HE STATED WHEN HE GAVE 
- - I -

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

RAY HIS ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER., RAY REPLIED., '"DON'T BE SUR­

PRISED 1 F I CALL you UP lsoMETIME"• 

. BRITTON S.AID R.AY w-ls .A VERY QUIET INDIVIDUAL., SOFT 
I 

I 
SPOKEN., NEVER LAUGHED OR ENJOYED A GOOD STORY., . SOLEMN FACED., AND 

REMAINED TO HIMSELF MOS~ OF THE TIME, HE WOULD OFTEN 

SEE RAY IN THE PRISON YARD AND ON OCCASIONS ATTEMPTED TO STRIKE 

I 
UP A CONVERSATION WITH RAY., BUT HE NEVER APPEARED INTERESTED., SO 

I 
I 

HE GAVE UP TRYING TO MA~E CONVERSATION •. 
. I 

THE ONLY TOPIC WHICH WOULD .AROUSE RAY'S INTEREST 
I 
I 

WAS THE SUBJECT OF' MONE\• HE STATED ON ONE OCCASION DURING 

HIS CONVERSATION WlTH R~Y., HE W,AS TALKING ABOUT HOW HE WAS GOING 
I' 

TO MAKE BIG MONEY WHEN HE GOT OUT OF' PRISON BY ROBBING BANKS., ETC• 

I . 
' :HE SAID RAY AT THIS TIME MADE THE STATEMENT., "I HAVE A PLAN AND 

I 
:t~~E~. I G~~.~-~T"·-~ _AM GO,NG TO.MAKE-BI.G ~ONEY., ANDI.TIS NOT GOING 

l ~ ~E ROBBING BANKS... 1E ASKE~,.)~¢(y ~~HAT HI s PLAN WAS., 

; TO ~1HI CH RAY REPLI ED.1 "1~E Btp'l_NESS MEN'S ASSOCIATION HAS OFFERED 

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLi.LAR,t F'OR KILLING MARTIN LUTHER KING., AND 

I 
HE'S F'IV.E YEARS PAST DUE"• BRITTON SAID HE THEN ASKED RAY WHAT 

- I 
THE BUSINESS MEN•S ASSO€IATION W-AS., TO WHICH HE REPLIED., "I DON'T 

I 
END PAGE THREE 
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I. 
. I 
\' KNOW, BUT I WILL FIND O~T•" BRITTON SAID THAT THIS WAS THE F'I RST 

.·PND LAST TIME RAY EVER MENTIONED MARTIN L.UTHER KING, NOR DID HE 
i ' ' ' ' 
i EVER AGAIN MENTION THE BUSINESS MEN'$ ASSOCIATION IN HIS PRESENCE. 

. .. I . . . 
HE SAID RAY TOLD -~IM HE AL.t·J.AYS WORKED. ALONE AND THEREFORE 

LIMITED THE POSSIBILirt OF BEING CAUGHT AN.D SAID, "I HAVE GOT A 

PLACE PICKED OUT WHERE\ I CAN HIDE", NEVER MENTIONING WHERE THE 
', I 

\ 
BRITTON STATED THERE W·AS A PRISON CIGARETTE LOTTERY 

i 
OOING ON ALMOST ·DAILY 'N J HALL AND THAT RAY WAS INVOLVED IN THIS -

PLACE WAS LOCATED• 

I . 
LOTTERY DELIVERING 1/JAGERING TICKETS AS WELL AS PICKING THESE UP 

_,,. I . 

[,~D WOLJ~;D DELIVER THE VJ,INNINGS EACH NIGHT. HE-SAID THERE WERE TWO 
/ \ 

SEPA~'TE LOTTER! ES IN i -HALL, RUN BY TWO INMATES, ONE NAMED JOHNNY 

V~f:.!TI AND ANOTHER_F'~1M ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, NAM~ UNKNOWN, ,././ 

D~SCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, ITALIAN, AGE FORTYTHREE TO F'ORTYSIX, /- Mr, a,p 
oARK coMPLExioN, w1TH GuN sHoT wouNo IN FACE, AND NICKNAME "DA.Go". :r .-'. I· . . .. . . . . . . . . _,, .. 

;HE SAID OTHER LOTTERY IN J HALL RUN BY INDIVIDUAL, NICKNAME ./ . ,,: . . . . I . / 
-l:'BO~TON_"., WHO WAS DOING TW-ENTY YEARS, DESCRIBED AS ltJHI TE MALE, 

_ _J - • • • • .• - • I ·. . . . . , . . 
FORTYFIVE YEARS, VERY SHORT, AND OCCUPIED EITHER CELL TWENTY . ·. '.. . ' i· •' ., . . . . ' 
THREE, TWENTYF'OUR OR tvJ,ENTYFIVE ON THE F'LAG IN J HALL, MEANING . I . i ' 
.FIRST FLOOR. 

'END PAGE FOUR 

I 
I 



71 
• i : 

I 
I 
l 

PAGE F'IVE i 
I 

. HE SAID THAT HE Dl!D NOT LIKE 

:PL.ACED HIS. WAGERS. Wi TH \"BOSTON"~ 

VALENTI 'S ODDS., SO HE ALWAYS 

STATED RAY WOULD HANDLE WAGERS., 

I 
SINCE HE COULD TALK TO \ANYBODY IN CELL BLOC!:( Al'\JD WAS REIMBURSED 

I 
. BY VALENTI AND BOSTON \OR THIS SERV,I CE. 

,' BRITTON ESTIMATED_ ITHAT THERE t~·ERE APPROXIMATELY TWO DOZEN 

l~OTTERIES BEING OPERATiD IN MSP ~1HICH CONSISTS OF' F'IVE SEPARATE 

HALLS HOUSING PRISONERS• 
: : . . . I •· 

: BRITTON SAi D THATJHE NEVER SAW• RAY . RUN NARCOTICS OR HANDL-E 

'OONTRABAND AT ANY TIME AND ON ONE OCCASION., RAY _SHOWED HIM HIS 

AR-4S TO PROVE THAT HE AD NEVER BEEN ADDICTED TO NJ\RCOTI CS. HE 
I · L· 

ADDED THAT HE NEVER OB9ERVED RAY W-ITH ANY LARGF;/'SUMS OF' MONEY• 

·I <'" 
BRITTON WAS QUESTI10NED CONCER.~ING THE co6LEY •s ORGANIZATION2., 

\ ,,;'-;/' - --_ -••:_ - ---~--·-..-- . 

~D STATED THIS WAS A ~ROTECTOR AND ENFORCER ORGANIZATION THAT 

· OPERATED IN THE PRISON.: HE STATED THAT ~JHILE EN ROUTE -TO MSP., 

HE WAS LODGED IN THE COUNTY JAIL IN SPRINGFIELD., MO. F.OR SEVERAL 
. I , . - _ _.--,,,,,__~v 

MONTHS AND BECAME ACQUAINTED W-1 TH A PRISON ER, F'NU CRAIG, WHOM HE 

DESCRIBED AS A "FOUR Til~E LOSER•" HE SAID THAT CR.Ai-;~AS A BROTHER 

WHO IS A DETECT I VE ON tiHE SPRINGFIELD, MO~ PD. HE ADV! SEO \THAT· 

. CRAIG HAD PREVIOUSLY SE)R\'IED T.IME AT MSP AND WAS BEING RETURNED 
I 

TO MSP. HE 
1

SAI D WHEN CRAIG LEARNED HE ALSO WAS ENIROUTE TO MSP, 

I -
END PAGE F'I VE 

I 
I 
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1'1 
'r ... '· ,: '• 

I ·,, 
HIM TO JOIN THE 

I, ' 
COOLEY •s ORGANIZATION AT MSP SINCE 

- • " I - ,- ·~.- ' I I · ,· • • - ~ l I • ; l . ,,_ 

. '. 

:HE WOULD NEED TO GET ALONG vHTH PRISONERS AND BY BEING A MEMBER., 
I 

. I . 
HE COULD OBTAIN "SPECIAL F'AVORS... CRAIG ALSO INFORMED HIM THAT 

. I· . 
THE COOLEY• s ORGANIZATION WOULD S~TTLE ANY GRIEVANCES HE MAY HAVE 

• ! ~;\, .••.-~. ••:·:• • 1-;- ~: .. • " .. /'.•I" °'•, I 

1
AGAINST OTHER PRISONERS AND THAT THIS WAS A VERYc..POt~ERF'UL (ilRGANIZA-

1 • , ., I -.-_:: ,. t• ~ ."\. - ;.., •• -~•-' ,- ~ !-•. :\.., ::"'-~',;,_ ~~--

: TION AT MSP., HAVING INF' UENCE vJ,tTH duARDS AND couLo EVEN ARRANGE 
' '. 

"A MURDER.•• '-· '• 
-- ' -: °;i ,, ,·: '.! , -~ ~ .- • . ' ' ... , 

• / ,. ,- / •• • ~•; ,. T ,!'' .• • ·• 

BRITTON SAID AF'TER QUARANTINE., HE SAW CRAIG., WHO WAS WORKING 

IN MESS HALL AT MSP. HE! APPROACHED CRAIG AND TOLD HIM HE DESI RED 

ro JOIN THE COOLEY •s ~J~ANIZ~TI~N ~D ~~~; ~~~ A TEN DOLL~~ ~~TEEN 
. _I - ... : . , • • ---.. 

OOOK.t POINTING OUT THA1j MEMBERSHIP .FEE TO JOIN WAS TEN DOLLARS, 
, I 

; ijHICH WOULD LAST AS LONI.GAS AN INDIV~DUAL WAS IN PRISON. CRAIG 

ADVI SEO BRITTON THAT HE WOULD GET HIM HIS MEMBERSHIP., Al\!D THE SAME 
i I . 
i NIGHT., JAMES EARL RAY CAl'v!E TO HIS CELL AND SAID., .. HERE IS YOUR 

I :CARD .. , AND NOTHING ELSJ., AND THEREFORE HE ALWAYS FELT RAY WAS A 
., 

;: MEMBER SINCE HE WAS SO TRUSTED• RAY NEVER SAID HE t-JAS A MEMBER~ 

NOR DID HE ASK HIM. 
- "\, .. -

' , r _.: .· •.. - ... - ~1--

H E SAID THIS MEMB RSHIP CARD WAS TYPE-~J,RITTEN WITH HIS NAME 

ON IT AND HAD THE HEADJi~G THEREON "MEMBERSHIP., cooLEY •s CLUB". 

HE SAID THAT THIS CARD WAS LIKE A CREDIT CARD AND IT COULD GET A 

END PAGE SIX 
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.PAGE SEVEN I 
I 

.» W4- id .... >!i-ij)Pi!iiitj 4U&\lOi>1i◄IDWii4SfCNCC 

PERSON CREDIT OR PURCH\(\.SED OF' CA!\IDY., ETC-, BUT COULD NOT BE USED 
i' - I -
i' FOR CREDIT I/Ji TH LOTTER:! ES• 

.·- - - I 
BRITTON SAID THAT 1

1 

HE· HAD T!.'JO OR TH~EE DIFFERENCES WITH PRI-

:· SJNERS OVER ttAGERS AND\ UPON GETTING NO SAT! SF'ACTION, HE PERSONALLY 

.!l)NTACTED F'NU CRAIG IN\ THE MESS HALL, AT WHICH TIME HE DISPLAYED 
, . I . 
HIS MEMBERSHIP CARD AND F'ILED HIS COMPLAINT t-J.ITH CRAIG. CRAIG 

- . I 
INFORMED HIM THAT HE WOULD HANDLE THIS GRI EVANCEJ HOWEVER, THE 

I 
I 

1 
FEE FOR HANDLING A GRIEVANCE WAS FI F'TY PERCENT OF' WHAT WAS DUE 

I , \ 

A PRISONER• HE SAID THAT SU~SEQUENTLY RAY APPEARED AT HIS 

·. CELL WITH HIS SHARE OF' THE CIGARETTES COLLECTED FROM HIS GR! EVAN CE• 

HE ADDED THAT CRAIG WAS LATER TRANSFERRED F'ROM THE MESS HALL 
·, . 

TO THE CHURCH FARM OUTS! DE THE PRISON WALL. HE SA! D THAT PRIOR TO 

.CRAIG'S DEPARTURE, CRAIG CONTACTED HIM AND INSTRUCTED HIM WHO TO ,. 

SEE TO TAKE CARE OF F'UT1URE COMPLAINTS IN THE MESS HALL, BUT SRI TTON 
I 

l·~AS UNABLE TO FURNISH MJY DESCRIPTION OR NAME OF THIS INDIVIDUAL 

SfNCE HE NEVER FILED. CO~PL.AINT ~-ITH HIM AND WAS- SUBSEQUENTLY 

;RANSF'ERRED TO THE RENZI FARM LOCATED OUTSIDE THE PRISON. 
I - -

HE ADDED THAT THE fOOLEY 'S ORGANJZATION WAS OPERATING WHEN 

HE ARRIVED AND WAS STILL DOING BUSINESS WHEN HE DEPARTED AND HE 
• I 

F'EL T THIS OPERATION HAoi
1 

BEEN. STARTED BY "OLD CONS WHO ARE NOW 

IEND PAGE SEVEN 
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;PAGE EIGHT I 

:TRUSTIES AND WHO RESIDE IN .A HALL t-JHICH IS TRUSTY BARRACK". 
I - . 

HE SAID THAT DURir-,G· THE TIME RAY WAS ASSIGNED TO J HALL, HE 
I . 

!TEMPTED AN ESCAPE, Vil-II CH W,AS UNSUCCESSFUL, AND THEREAFTER HE 
I I 
°EEER SA~ RAY AGAIN, SINCE RAY W-AS NOT RETURNED TO J HALL. AND HE 

WENT TO RENZ FARM. I 

BRITTON SAID THATITHE INMATES LOCATED ON EITHER SIDE OF HIS 
I 

C~L I.N ~ HALL, FNU SP~ATT, CELL ONE EIGHTYSEVEN, AND GENE LNU, 
- . - I 

CELL ONE NINETY, ATTEM~TED TO ESCAPE AND OVERPOWERED GUARD, TAKING 
-1 . 

,GUARD'S UNI FORM, THEN ~ADE SUCCESSFUL ESCAPE• ADVISED ·THAT INMATE, 
~• - l 
NAME_ UNKNOWN, ~;~O OC~UJPED _ C~LL ONE EIGHTY NINE, WAS ~~T1:J1:;:~1ER 

awo THAT POSSIBLY INMATE, NAME UNKNO\.JN, NICKNAl'VJE "COWBOY", HOLDING 

~t'ENDER IN CHARGE OF CO~VICTS J HALL, COULD POSSIBLY FURNISH ADDI-

-~IONAL INFOR~ATION CONJERi\!ING RAY Al~O THE COOLEY'S ORGANIZATION• 
. • . . --1 

SPRAT~~N G~NECiff(J:J A1;c§ijjij8yu TO 11~ij§rf~iljFi)' l•~iA~@B~ ~ti f:[ij.~~(jlrsFijllHALL, 
• . I - . 

A 

N 
' 

1 D DESCRIBED ABOVE• v-ILL 
I 

KNOWLEDGE OF" RAY AND II NO LONGE~)- IN_CARCERATED, OBTAIN ADDRESS 

RECORD AND SET FORTH LEADS TO HAVE THEM INTERV1 EtllED. PROTECT 
, I , 

IDENTITY OF BRITTON WHEN INTERVIEW·S ARE CONDUCTED AND 
. - - I 

INTERVI Et-Js EACH INMATE ,CON CERN ING HIS 

OF' 

IN ANY LEADS S_ET F'ORTHJ 

END PAGE EIGHT 
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PAGE NINE 

I 
-I 

• 

BIRMINGHAM, DURING INTERVI ErJ, WI TH BRITTON, · INFORMED HIM OF 

THE POSSIBILITY OF PAYMENT FOR SERVICES RENDERED, BUT NO SPECIFIC 

.AMOUNT STATED. HE APPEkRs ro BE soMEL<JHAT INTERESTED.; HOWEVER 
I 
I 

STATED NOT INTERESTED IN POSTED REW-ARD BECAUSE HE FEARED "COOLEY 
I 
I 

ORGANIZATION IF IT WERE CLAIMED. 
, I 

I 
BIRMINGHAM MAINTAINING CLOSE CONTACT W,JTH BRITTON F'OR 

ADDITIONAL. INFORMATIONl COUPLED trH TH FACT RAY MAY ATTEMPT CONTACT. 
. I . . 

:BIRMINGHAM OBTAINING T?b.L CALLS ON BRITTON 'S TELEPHONE AND WILL 
, . I 

INTERVIEVr BRITTON 'S \•HFE THIS DATE. TAVERNS MENTIONED BY RAY AS 

HAVING BEEN FREQUENTED BY RAY IN THE PAST BEING CONTACTED. 

·NO ATTEMPT BEING MADE TO VERIFY NEW•SPAPER SUBSCRIPTION AS 

:THIS VJOULD ALERT PRESSJ JAMES BROWN EX-CONVICT BEING REINTERVIEWED. 

END 

PLS REPEAT LINES LXX 14 & 15 PAGE 8 
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INMATES FNU G-RA-I-G, F'NU 
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DAGXXX "DAGO", ALL INMATES J HALL., 



0-9 <R.-:,v. 5-22-64) • 
FBI 

Date: May 7, 1968 
Transmit the following in -----'-------------------------­

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ AI_R_T_E_L_· ______ _ 
(Priority) 

i 
---------------------------------------------------------------------

To: All SACs and LEGATs 
I 
I 

Director, FBI ( 44-38861) 

MURKIN · 
00: MEMPHIS (44tl987) 

The Bureau has deJignated Memphis as office of origin in this case. 
' ' 

You were previously advised that leads in this Top Ten Fugitive case 
must be handled within 24 houirso The Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, Hou~ton, 
Jackson, Kansas City, Los ~geles, New Orleans,)) St. Louis, and Springfield 
Offices are to prepare the results of their investigation to date in report form,)1 
not as an insert. At such tim.e as the amount of investigation in these field 
offices does not appear to warrant individual reports, advi,e the Bureau and 
office of origin that inserts bJing prepared in future in lieu of reports1 UACB. 

I . 
I 

All other offices will record the results in appropriate form and 
transmit 15 copies of each to the office of origin for inclusion in reports 
submitted by the Memphis Off!ice. Should investigation increase in any such 
area warranting submission o~ individual report, do so and advise the Bureau 
and Memphis. 1 

. LEGATs are to subimit results of investigation which can be 
disseminated in letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination. Any 
administrative data which canhot be disseminated is to be set forth in the 
administrative section of your transmittal communication. Look-alikes and 
other leads resolved and repo,rted by cablegram or other communication. need 
not be rereported as copies of these communications are being forwarded office 
of origin by the Bureau for a~ministrative handling of the case. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

Sent Via _________________ M Per _________ _ 



• FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 5-6-68 

Transmit the following in ------'----------------------' 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Ailt5lrEL 
Via _________ -----+-,--,------,--____,--------~ 

(Priority) 
I 

--~------------------i------------.----- -------~~---~--

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

1 

DJRE TOR,, ... FB)I (44-38861) 

SAC, MKAMX (44-1854) (P) 

(00: Memphis) 

Re; MflW~ukee airtel to Miamill 4-20-6~. 
Miami airtel to Memphis~ 4-29-68u 

RefeJC'inict!;lld Milwauke~ airtel. flllrnisihed 
" I • , , . 

infolt"mation rece:i,ved fJr(Q)m an indi1ridual :in Milwaukee, 
Wi~~onstn; who a~vi~ed that on 3-28-68, while at the 
Sun Cast.liei Motel! Pompano Bie~ch, Flo:ridall an establishment 
ope~at~d by a forme~ ~BI agent, he and his wife chanced 
1:;o de(!tl w:!th a b+llboy iiq. the m(t)tel who appaJC'ently left 
the motel sho~tly after 3-28-68, and t~aveled to 
Tenness\ee to· a~rc,pt work as an e].ect'-'0i(Ciam i:n an 11.r1nk;nown 
city in Ter,i.ne:s:se, at a sal&IDy (Q)f $500.,00 a w,e\ek.. Tq.e 
individual p:irrovi1ing the info:lfmation believed the sa~alt"y 
~ou~qed absurd and after viewing photogr~phs of JAMES EA~L 
RAYv both he andlhis wife felt t~~ bellb((J)y resemble~ 
RAY 9 rs. des(mriptitOJ, :ei.nd photograph o ,,.,, 

3,-Buic>eai:u 
2-Bo:s t©n : 
2 .... Memphis t, • 

kIU.r:mi:ngh,am ( in o) 
(!;/Kansas C'ity (i~fcQl) 

I-Milwaukee (into) , 

~L~7:1j > I .. 
(12) :I 

i. 

,(\pproved: ----------'--­
Special Agent in Chtjrge 

SEARCliE 
SERIALI 

·. Sent __ __,__ ___ M Per -~----,,-,-,--~ 



• 
I 
I 
I 
I ,,:>'· 

Refeten~ed Mi~mip/i:irtel ~et f1C>+th result~ of 
initial c~ntacts ~t the S¼ri~Castle Motel whe~e!n it was 
JP.Oted that ~::.8-.H]lJ;~S?was employed there th:iro1J.11jh 4.,..1-68. 
SHIELDS f'i.1rn.'"nish1d Sl())ci~FSe«:::Utri ty No o I _ and a 
peJfm~nen t add~ess pf 15 Alimcpind D:iri VE;;, Rand!O>lph ~ Mass., _. 
B~ston w~s ~e~u~st~d t~ cond1J.11~t investigation at this•address 
to eliminate SH.XEJLDS :a1s the subje<G,t .//this ma tt,er., 

Sun Castle ~~t:i~o;:::o im.,h~!~lo;,1!::!: !":!v:::~g~:' 
~ad loca~ed an applicat~on fo~ EARL.Bo SHIELDS of Randolph, 
Masso~ Social s'4cuX"ity Noo I I The application 
showed SHJrELDS 9 lp:irevi«:ms employment 1s·· Plaza East, Fi0:irt 
Laude!C'dale ll Fl(Q)~ ida ll and previous 1es idence at 132 5 N. E. 
5tp. Te:rc'll."a<Ce, Folt Laude:ird91le i1 . F~lridao 

FOlr,t Laudeir8R1g:1
1a:~~is~~e,Ai~~Ji~1~~~wlthf 1: iklh. T§ri1!tn$ 

resided in ~n a~artme:nt quil,,9:ing managed by .her f.or 
app:rox:ima t;ely ~ I two-week pe:rr"iod. She· :lf<erealled SHIEI,.PS 
and his roommat~, DAVJID WATT;i:ERo WATTlIER rented ~he room 
3-16-68, a~d rent was paid through 4-6-680 After WATTIER 
moved inll BACHlMN met SHIELDS who infor~ed her that he w~s 
staying with WA~TEE!Ro WATTIER is believed t~ have left 
on 3..-30-68, and )\fu"~ o BACHMAN cannot recall spercif ically 
whj.ch dates a,ft;ewr WATTJrER depa:irted that SHIELDS r~mainedo 
She beli~ves SHIELDS stayed anothe~ day or two but tAe 
exact length of time is unknowno 

When 'WI ATTIER left he wa$ d:iriving a dark blue .,. 
automobile~ make unkn10wn, and believed to have Fl101lt"ida ,,:if'·' 

license_ pla t<es o I WATTlIEJ& indiic:a te_d he w:ai,s from Minnea.pol;is d'/ 
and was en route[ Indian:ao While at heir riesidenice~ both ~f'c/ 
WATTIER and SHJrE'lLDS drove in WATT!ER 11 :S :auto and wie:ff."e /.,r,,· 
believed to be ekpl~yed in the same motel. ' I . . /,· 

. Mrs o ;BACHMAN and heJL" husbamd 1 ,~B~_.,J,,!,,.-{~~£1,!.~~~ i1 

viewed ph9t(Qlgl!':apµ of m:rr:c STA).,Pl'VO GA)LT :and 0XJPllr<e:SS¢'a tlte·"-°'""~''=­
opinion that SHIELDS :and GAIL'll~ a!'e not id~ntircal. ,i Mrs. 

I 



• • 
MM 4;4--,1854 

f .. ·;-
BACHMAN de:s\<Dribed SHIELDS · a:s 5 v · 11!])00 and 1,1J:ai.vy, set. 

On 5-2-J~, !.llrs • .J~A ,J' · .}l~~;'\~;s~ntiel Off ice, 
Plaza Eas.t CondQm:u.p1um, 430\lJJ No:t>t-h··-OWean, Foit"t Lramlierd:!?l.le, 
made available herl:t'e~ords whi~h C(Q)nt~ined the following: . Ii . . 

EARL Bo I SHJIEJL)Q)S ~ So\Ci~ll/i. Se«:rnnri ty No. I,-----------~ 
of 1313 N. W. 14th Court, Fort.Lau~erdale, was.empioyea a~ 
j..n_st;ai,nt condominiu~ as an outside guard flflO>m 3/5-15/68. He 
listed his date of·I birth as I ~ height 3 5' 10½91

; 

weight, 170; brown hair, blue eyes, and mal"ital status as 
d:Lvoirceda SHIELDSili:sted p:!C'cevious employment at Dunworth 
Electric, FoJr-t Laude!C'dale; H<otel Kenmore, Boston, Mass., 
as doorm~n; YankeelFisherman, a~ston, Mass., as bal"tender; 
~:nd. 1~80 Beacon Street,. Brook:JJ,.;yn, New Yol"k, as balt"tender o 

He indie~~ed in case of emetefency JOSEPHXNij BUTLER 11 15 Almonq 
prive, Randolph, M~ss., s~efuld be contacted~ 

I /' 
. ~-Y-~,£,Ji~•d,JYA.JJ:!I~11 Social Secu3:i ty I .. I 

wh9 furnishecl"""lh.s a;al.d~1ess as 132 5 No E. 5th Te~_pacce, Fo:rc' t 
Laudlewd1;1.le, wa$ emj;)lgyed at Plaza East C«md<qm,:fn~um a, t 
a:f)pl"oxima te,ly the s,~fue time as SH!ELDS 11 11:,,.:~ting appar~ntly 
begun employment 2+13-680 WA.TTIER lisrt,'.~ff his DOB as 

I I 6 9 ~ 170 pofnds, b:irown h~iJr 11 9tl'ue eye:s. He i,ndicca teq. 
he wa~ from Randolph 11 Neb~a:skao He/~isted p~~vious employ~ent 
as December, 1967, [ Du,nworth Ele~-~,:efic o 

. On 5-2-~8, v,!_\:Q!!l.J~!~,-g]f." Head Doorman 1 Plaza Ea~t, 
advised both SHIELDS ana WATJ?IER worked under his superv1.siq:q., 
Both individuals r~portedl~esided together and definitely 
iqame to and depart~d work cin WATTXER 9s 1966 Chevelle Super Sp,prt, 
1ight blue in colof. 

I 
B~th BLEIER and MTso WOLFE viewed photog~aphs of 

ERIC STARVO GALT a~d both st~ted in theiir ~pinion SHXELDS ~s 
not identical with I GALT,; SHJIELD~ was a tJr(())\\Jlble'\"'ma1$,reir :and 
caused employee di~c~ntent oveir l~w wages and left aft~~ ~n 
argument with the manffigeimento · 

I 

I 
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LEAD 

BOSTON 

AT RANOOLPH~ MASSACHUSETTS . . l ~. . . 
lf not previo~sly done, contact JOSEPHINE BUTLER, 

15 i1~ond Drjve, andldevelop infowmat. ion to eliminate SijIEL. DS 
~s a susp~et ip this caseo Aqwise Miami if SHIE~DS located 
or suffjci~nt ideptify~ng data obt~ined to eljminate SHIELDS 
SO tbat additional irqui~ies Mjami need not be made, 

I 
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~uru ;.;;(;l': tflJl,>J~IN 
(oo .. rrem,phis) 

Re ~an Prnncisco teletype to ~1cra.mento ~nd ~attle 
d l 5/ ~ , ,_, a·tec b/L~. 

rte: Loo!-.:- ~like Greyhound Bus .i'-assenger 
I"ror. _ ;;.,:.n Francisco North on 4l29/bt ' - - ,. 

for information of t~p.his, this pertains to ~ 
reported look-alike passenger on r;a. Greyb,ound Bus £1.~om .:..on 
franciscn- north hou.nd to ,~attle on 4/2~>/6b, in vhich a wo::-.::.n 
stated that on 4/29/6H:, .she traveled from ~sn. .fr!lncisco to 
;;;aattlc tJY Greyhound Bus and she left ~an f"rancisC.o n:t Gate 22 
of ~an :c"rancisco Bus Depot at 10:20 pm. vihile there she saw 
"'' m£.n r~sembl ing J.,.l:·k.!:i, t./\!<L rt. .. Y enter her bus after wai t1n6 
at Gate 23. ;.;,he .stated she believed bim to have transferred 
t? her bus from nnother bus re.th.er than ori&inatint:; at ;;.;,an 
Fra.'1.ctsco because of the appearance of the ticket he presented. 

;;ihe also advised she did not, recall seein~ him 
..lfter she left .Portland, OreLon; on the .sue bus • 

.3 - Lure-:i u 
CJ:>- r~ansas taty 

2 - hemphis (4-4-19b7) 
2 - Portland 
1 ~ San i'~rancisco ( lnfo) (173-6-5) 
l - ~attle (lnfo) 
2 • :.:i;:tcr~-1:.-Jento, ... ,.._ .. 
u .. .u:~ :grn 
{lJ) 

':I - io ✓ :7::; :s: 
. N.J~ ' - - -- / 

L 

9 





FD-36 (R--. 5-22;:Jj4l ,. 
FBI 

Dcite: 

Transmit the following in ____ _;__-'-------------,-----------'--1 
I (Type in plain:text or code) 

. "f 
Via________ . . J 

, · , I , (Priority I 

-----------~-~---- -_ --------------- ----------~L-~-----
KC 44-760 I -

- - I - -
PAGE TWO · · ,t - I -

gffl BEING CALLED R1~ AND STATES HE GENERALLY ANSWER~ 
I 

DESCRIPTION OF SUB7ECT~ 

- SPRINGFIELD AJ PEORIA, ILL'~ ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY RUSTY, 

RE SUBJECT·. KANSAS! CITY OFFICE WILi. CONDUCTllINVESTIGATION 

AT PEACOCK TAVERN RiEGARDING.-SUBJECT~ · P 

~ //~ 
~r °l I -

,_. \) (,IT' (?, ( 'J- . 

f(°l1 (gt~,~1·/ /~ 
i e\-)/_ ;>- . . . . 

? /· [VJ . r _-

Appr.oved: _____ __;__---'---
Special Agent in Chfrge 

Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 

- - -l 



.·~ , .... _ .. 

KC 44-760 
THW:tlw 
1 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA THOMAS H. WEAVER: 

i •· 

AT JEFFERSON CITY; 'MISSOURI: 
. . f . ' 

_On A~ril :30, 19~8, JERRY WAYNE WHITE, #10743, 
Missouri State Penitentiary, advised that he is a native 
of Georgia, and he :is due to ba released- soon to the 
Federal' detainer filed against him. He said that in about 
1965 he worked in the kitchen at the Missouri State Penit~ntiary I 

when JAMES EARL RAY,·· was .pushing a fnod cart· to the hospital. 
He stated that he probab-ly never spoke to RAY, and he does 
not reca1·1 having e~ver _heard RAY speak." He a·dvised that he 
has no inf6rmation about RAY, his pl~ns or his possible 
whereabouts. · 

On April 30, 1968, IDNALD _JOHNSON, #10987, inmate, 
Missouri State Penitentiary, advised that he was in the 
Missouri State Penitentiary during 1960~6~ orion~ sentence, 

·and.he believes he_ may have known who RAY was during that 
time, but was not -acquainted or associated with him personally. 
He.said when· he came back to the Missouri State ·penitentiary 
in February, 1967 ," to begin· his ctirren.t 15-year sentence from 
Clay County, Missouri, he work~d in the bread room at the 
Missou'ri State Penitentiary during the early part of 1967, 
and he was working t_he morning shift at the bread room during 
the time RAY escape~.· He stated that he recalls RAY was 
working the· afternoon shift in the bread room, and he does 
npt recall seeing RAY the day he _escaped. He a~vised that 
he did n6t see RAY very much anyway, and he did not' know 
of any.plan RAY had:to-es~ape and never ·heard anything b~fore 
he left or afterward as to where RAY planned to go after · 
escape .. He said.th~t-he does not know whether or not an 
inmate aided· RAY in his escape, and ·he does not subs·cribe 

·_ to the theory that RAY esc~ped in the bread box being 
delivered to one of :the prison farms.· JOHNSON said .that 
his shift was from- 4:: 00 AM unt.il 1)))9~ PM and he generally 
at about 8: 00 AM todk the bread box·' for the Renz Farm down 
t6~ the dock ·from the bread robm to be loaded onto a truck 
going t9 the fafm. µe said as he recalls, the~y RAY 
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',· . 
supposedly escaped, pe personally loaded the bread into 
the wooden bread bo~, personally took it down the elevator 
operated· by an inmate to th~,dock, and assisted in placing 
the box ontb the tr~ck~ He asserted that he placed the 
bread into an empty box, and there ~as noth~ng.unusual 
about the box he loided. He ~aid that he.does.not beli~ve 
RAY left _the prison 

1
in the bread box,. unless the bread. 

box was exchanged for one in which RAY was hiding •ithout 
JOHNSON's knowledge.; He denied that he, assisted RAY :tn .his 
escape, and stated ~hat the bread box was generally loaded 
with from 35 to 60 loaves of bread, which he always stacked 
neitly in th~ box. !He said that he never worked directly 
with RAY at,the prison and'did:i'lot .consider himself a friend 
of RAY. He stated that he never heard anyone at the prison 

I i. . , 

·speak of a bounty on Dr. MARTlN LUTHER KING, and he.never 
heard RAY say anyth~ng that would reveal his feelings with 
regard to race or about his plans for the future. He said 
he never heard RAY ~ention Oregon, Mexico or Canada.· He · 
said- that he doe~ nJt beli~ve that the bread he ~acked into 

. ·the bread box on the dai RAY supposedly escaped came· to the 
I . . . 

top of the bread box .. He advised that .sometimes the bread 
sits on the truck ai the doc~ unattended while the driver 
picks up other suppJies to be del~vered to ~h~ ·prison farms. 
JOHNSON denied havi11g knowledge of any plan RAY had to escape 
and denied knowledge of his possible whereabouts. 

I •• 

AT TUSCUMBIA, MlSSOURI: 

tin April.30, 1~68, Sher4ff. WENDtLL HENSLEY, Millei County 
Sheriff's Office, a~~ised that ·the town of Lake Ozark, Missouri, 
is in Miller County~ l9cated on the Lake rif ·the Ozarks. . 
He said that he knows of no :investigation being conducted 
·at this time or rec~ntly by any law enforcement·aiency a66htLlt 
"narcot:ics pushers"; at Lake Ozark ·◊r· are·a, and he personally 
has no knowledge of

1 
any peddlers of narcotics operating 

in· this area. He s;a id there ·has· never been any proof of which 
he is aware· that RA,Y was '. ever in Miller· County or area. 

/ . 

_ _J 
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FBI BI RMGHAM · 

'' 
135 PM URGENT 5-9-68 JGA 

I 

I 
TO DIRECTOR.- KANSAS CITY.-. KNOXVILLE.- MEMPHIS.- RICHMOND, MOBILE 

I 
.FROM BI RM INGHAM 44-1740 

I 

MURKIN 

I 

I 

I_/ 

REMY TEL., MAY ErGHT., LAST• 
, , I 

.'. I I 

BEATRICE BR! TT0N, : W·I FE Or THOMAS BRITTON, JASPER, 
."' , I 

Pi..ABAMA, INTER\!,:! EW·ED 
! 

I 
YESTERDAY 

I 
AND SAID NO·PH0NE CALLS EVER 

I . 
RECEIVED BY. HER FROM 4NY UNKN0.WN ~ALE ASKING FOR HER HUSBAND, 

SINCE HIS RELEASE FROM ,MISSOURI STATE PENITENT! ARY• ALSO STATES 
I . 
I . . ; 

NO INDIVIDUALS CAME TO iHOUSE ASKING FOR HUSBAND. 
I 
I . 

$-IE VJAS UNABLE ·TO I DEN TI FY ANY PHOTO Or JAMES EARL RAY, AND 
! 

NEVER SAW• ANY WHITE MUSTANGS IN AREA WHERE SHE AND HUSBAND 
I 

RES! DE• MRS. BRITTON· A[)Vl SEO FROM JUNE,. 

I - . 
SIXTYSEVEN.- THROUGH JAN.., SIXTYEIGHT, THEIR FAMILY DID NOT. 

RESIDE AT ONE SEVEN ONE ZERO ALABAMA AVE., JASPER,. ALA., \>JHI CH 
I 
I 

IS ADDRESS GIVEN BY THOMAS BRITTON TO RAY, BUT THEY DID MAINTAIN 
' I 

. I . 
THE SAME TELEPHONE NUMBER RESIDENCE IN RURAL AREA OUTSIDE 

JASPER, ALA. BRITT0NS HAD LIVED AT ABOVE ADDRESS 

END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 
. I 

PRIOR TO JUNE SIXTYSEViEN, AND MOVED BACK F'ROM RURAL 
I . I 

RESIDENCE TO THIS SAMID ADDRESS· IN. JAN., SIXTYEIGHT• DURING i . 
• I 

~TI RE PERIOD. SINCE _HISBAND' s RELEASE~ SHE RECALLS. TWO 'PHONE 

CALLS F'OR HER HUSBAND,\ BOTH FROM AN UNKNOWN WOMAN,' WHO DID NOT 

I DENT I F'Y

0 

~ERSELF. ; ONID CALL RECEI VEO ABOUT CHRISTMAS . . I 
. I . 

TIME, LAST; AND SECONDI _CALL CAME JANUARY, LAST: DURING THIS 

PERIOD, H·ER HUSBAND W.A!S HANGING OUT SOME AT LOCAL BARS IN AREA, 

DRINKING, ANO MRS. BRI~TON BELi ~\/ES C~LER WAS SOME WOMAN HER 

HUSBAND \'JAS .POSSIBLY "~LAYING AROtiND" L~:! TH. SHORTLY 

f 

AFTER THIS TIME, HE cEbsED HIS DRINKING AND .GOT ST

1

EADY EMPLOYMENT. 

I I ' 

ONLY TIME THOMAS BRITTON 
. I 

MENTIONED· SUBJE-CT:· RAY WAS AFTER RECENT 

' I 
OONTACT BY 'FBI, WHEN HE EXPLAINED REASON FOR FBI WANTING TO I • - . -

I • •• 

TALK TO HIM.· WIFE STAr~s BRITTON NEVER M'ENTIONED AN'(~HING ABOUT 
. I , . • . . . . . . . 

RAY DURING .TIME RAY'S l'iJAM~ AND PHOTOS W·ERE BEING SHOWN IN NEWS 
I _.,,- . . 

MEDI'A• MRS. BRITTON STATED SHE W,ILL COOPERATE FULLY AND KEEP 
I I • )I'' ... • 

. · · , ,t'1 ~ '• 
BIRM~NGHAM ADVZI SEO O:F ANY _DEVELOPMENTS __ .. INVOL~ING HE'R HUSBAND 

«-JD / OR RAY• ,.. . 
/ 

GLADYS ~e, -KNOWN jA-~ "MOMA Hf\Y'3oo," OPERATOR Or THE LiTTLE 
<----'-'-~-- ./. ____ - -·-- _-_ - •' ~ - . ,(. . .r , ~ ... .,.. 

WARRIOR RIVER CAFE, NO,ORIO_US BEER JOINT NEAR DORA, ALA.., ADVISED SHE 

.A\JD EXHUSBAND, c. c. -HA~WOOD, FORMERLY JOINTLY OPERATED ANOTHER BEER. 
, . -.. - -_ .,._l .- .. -·-

END PAGE TWO 

' i 
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I 
.. 

I 
I 

PAGE THREE I 
j 

JOINT, HALF-A-MILE AWAY, KNOWN AS THE RIVERVIEW~ FROM JULY, FIFTYEIGHT 
I . . , 

lNTIL .. SIXTYFOUR• . EXHUt.BAND ST'ILL OPERATING SAME PLACE. MRS. KEY 

LNAB!-E TO I oENn FY ANT PHOTO OF RAY AS_ PERSON EVER KNOWN TO HAVE 

FREQUENTED THE RIVERV-IEW-:, E~THER DURING FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTY'., OR 
I . , , , 

HER PLACE, SINCE_ APRIL! _/SIXTYSE\11;:N. STAT~S HER PL.ACE .OFTEN FRi:@UENfED 

BY MEN ~JHO WORK ON BARGES ON W-ARRIOR RIV.ER, WHICH PASSES HER FRONT . 
I •1 

OOOR. c. c. HAYWOOD NO LOCATED YEsrERDAY., EFFORTS BEING MADE ·To 

INTE~VI EW- TODAY~ ·_/' . . . . 

ALA•., ADVI SED SHE_ HAS 1-jlAD TH IS PLACE SIN CE S~ X TY TI{REE • IT WAS 
.. . I . . 

KNOWN A.S J ~NNIE'S PLAJE ANO PARKER'S PLACE DURIN~ PERI.~D .. 

F'I FTYEI_.GHT THROUGH SIXTYTHREE., AND AS MAMIE'S PLACE IN SI XTYTHREE., 

. I . 
BEFORE BEING, NAMED RO Si' S PU~CE ~N SIXTYF'OUR• MITCHELL UNABLE TO 

IDENTIFY PHOTO$ OF RAY AS INDI \:l.JDUAL SEEN BY HER. · 

NOTING ABOVE., AND 1INFORMATION PREV,IOUSLY FURNISHED ABOUT 
. , I . 

RAY, BY THOMAS BRITTON ... 1IT APPEARS THAT BRITTON'$ INFORMATION IS 

. . - I 
OJRRECT., AND THAT FOR iAY. TO HAVE IDENTIFIED TO BRITTON, "MOMA. 

HAYWOOD" AND TO HAVE K~OWN ABOUT TAVERN .Now, KNOWN AS ROSE Is 
I 

PLACE .. l!JHI CH WAS KNOWN -rro RAY BY SOME OTHER UN RECALLED NAME, 

RAY WOULD HAVE. DEF'IN~T~LY HAD TO HAVE BEEN IN AREA AND F'REQUENTED - I 
END PAGE THRE;E 



• 
PAG FOUR 

1, 

1HESE TAVERNS IN FI FT\1EI GHT THROUGH SIXTY• RIVERVIEW:• IS IN 
- - I 

REMOTE AREA AND DOES N:OT ADVERTISE• ROSE•S PLACE IS ON OLD US 
·1 

HIGHWAY SEVEN EIGHT., NIEAR DORA., ALA. _ CONCERN.ING THE ALL-STATE 
_.,,..,.,,. 

CAFE AND NIGHT CLUB., IDENTIFIED BY'-BRITTON AS ANOTHER PLACE; 

REFERRED TO BY RAY IN ~ON\1/:,:-;;;NS ~}'H BRITTON IN PEN, THI s 
Is COMBINATION CAFE ANlo NI4,HT CLUB./THE CAFE Is ON THE ~ROUND 

LE~EL AND ·OPERATED BY 'le;,( AND ~LE/~~R_ HO_LLI s. _UNDERNEATH. THE . 

CAFE IS NOTORIOUS Nl~;o-i:iRl~~;~G-}iiNT,. WHICH IS .. 
. . . I / 

OPERATED BY HOLLIS' BROTHER., HAROLD HOLvIS. THIS PLACE HAS BEEN 
" . I -- -- - ,; -

IN OPERATION- BY THE HOLLI SES .. --sr;cE F,I"rTYSEVEN. BOTH ED AND 

l --
HAROLD HOLLIS STATE. FHf !OGRAPHS ,or -SUBJECT NOT I.DEN TI CAL Wl TH 

_PNY CUSTOMER KNOWN TO iHEM., _5ITHE~ DURING PERI.OD FI FTYSEVEN 

1HROUGH SIXTY., OR SIN Cf ~_e-R • ., . SIXTY SEVEN• BOTH HOLLI SES., 
. . f ,.,.:. . ' .. . ' 

MAMIE M~ TCHELL., ~D ~7.1o~ S ~EY ,.ALL FURNI'SHED 10•~, OF RAY_.,. AND 
/. . 

~L' STATE -THEY W-IL~;/co~,PERA1:E W•I TH- FBI.,. ESPEC_I At.LY I~ VI EW:;oF 
. . . ,l I ' . ' . . •' 

RE~JARD OFFERE-D ay,,· MEMPHIS -NEW·SPAPERS. ELEANOR HOLLIS AND HER 
- ~ - /,-. . I - - . . 

1 (X)QK., -~L~-,,~--=~s~-~'..,. I, AL_L-STAT~ CAFE.~ ~o~ I DENT I FY. SIXTY 

SEV.:N AND S)XTYE_I GHT ~,OTOS OF RAY AS PERS~N THEY _HAVE SEEN IN 

CAFE., BUT BOTH STATE THEY ARE UNABLE TO FURNI SHE ANY OTHER INFORMATION 
· · I · - I · , - . · · -- . 

ti'HATSOEVER ABOUT THIS INDIVIDUAL., INCLUDING DESCRIPTION 
I 

END PAGE FOUR 
' . 



• 
PAGE Fl VE ·1 . 

OR ~HEN HE ,WAS SEEN BY ·lTHEM IN CAFE· BOTH STATE T~EY ~ILL' GI VE 

MATTER CONSIDERABLE TH9UGHT IN ~FFORT TO RECALL MORE DEFINITE 

INFORMATION• CONTACT W·I TH THESE TWO 1,<JOMEN W'I'LL BE MAINTAINED 
- I 

B'( BI RM.IN GHA'M. I 

T~LL CALLS CHARGEtj TO TELEPHONE· OF BRITTON FOR PERI OD OCT., 
, I 

-SIXTYSEVEN, TO DATE OB1'AINED AS FOLLOWS:· CHATTANOOGA, :TENN., TWO 
. . I . . , .·'/ 

SIX SIX - ONE FOUR. ZERq EIGHT, CALLED OCT. SEVENTEEN, TWO NI:N'E, NOV• 1 

I / 
THREE, TWO SIX, TWO Nl_1E, FEB• FOUR,· ELEVEN, MARCH F'QU. TEEN, FIFTEEN, 

SIXTE~, T:ENTY, LAST; IJEFF'~RSON CI_::~·~~_:' :six:.!~-~~~-- .. ·=- ~-IGHT 

FIVE ONE ZERO, CALLED qcr. THREE,, LAST; COLLEC CALL APR· FOUR, 
-~---~----~.--.. I I 

LAST, RECEIVED FROM HO~EW£LL, VA., FO~R FOUR SIX ONE FIVE 

f 
MONROEVILLE, ALA•, 'SEVEN FOUR THREE - SEVEN TWO THREE SIX· CALLED 

DEC. SI~ LAST. I. 

MOBILE, -RICHMOND', IKAN SAS CI TY, AND KNOXVILLE, I DEN TI FY ONLY 
, . I 

SUBSCRIBERS OF.T~LEPHO~E NUMBERS IN YOUR AREA, AS LISTED ABOVE, AND 

I . 
OONDUCT INDICES CHE~K ro DISCREET INQUIRY• DO NOT INTERVIEW:, AT 

11-lIS TIM~, AS SUCH MIGlT COMPROMISE OR ANTAGONIZE THOMAS BRITTON, 

WHO IS BEING-DEVELOPED AS SOURCE• BIRMINGHAi'1 WILL CONDUCT SIMILAR 

INVEST! GATION CONCERNING CALLS MADE TO TELEPHONES LOCATED· IN. 

DIVl SION• NOTE NO CALJS 

I 

MADE- TO. ANY- TELE~H~NE NUMBER KNO \\N TO HAVE 

BEEN ACCESS! BLE TO RAY 

END 

AiM 
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Date: 5/7 /68 

Transmit the following in --,-------1,-----------------------; 
I (Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL Via _________ _ I AIR MAIL 
' (Priority) I 

--- -------- -------~---------------------------L------- -
TO: , . ,\ SAC, :MEMPHIS 

·'\ .\. \ I I • ~ 1 ► t 

FROM:~,J:·>~~-SAC, LOS\ ANGELES (1~4-1574) 

SUBJEC1r;' '.,'vnrnKIN I• 
00: Melhis 

R~.Jioustbl n airt~l to Los Angeles dated 5/2/68 
re T. T. ROS.::>., P.O. Box 1(252, Los Angeles. 

I 
Personne~, U.S. Post Office, Los Angeles., 

advised 5/7 /68 thalt P. 0. Box 17252 has been subscribed 
to by 'I'ERRY TARA M1 •. ROSS, 738 South Coronado., Los .Angeles 
si~ce oe·tober., 19f 5, . . 

Los .t'\.nge~es indices reflect that TEHRY MILDRED 
ROSS, aka ·rara Rosp, Terry M. Ross :i last kno,;•m a.dd~cess 
423 West 8th Stree~, Los Angeles is a chronic: complainte.nt 
who has periodicaljly contacted the Los Angel es Office ,;.,ri th 
non-specific :L'1fortnation of a rambling and j"ncoherent nat-ure 
frequently about Rl11ssia.n spies and Bureau .fugitives since 
at least 1962. -

' -

· It is no-c ed that Los Angeles file 62-5li-36-2 cont:.aiiJ.s 
a November., 1962 16tter f:rom this individual whiel1 v:as 
directed to True Dbl tective Magazine, Hew Yo:rk Ci.ty., e.nd which 
states that a then B':..1reau fugitive regularly patronized a 
Los Angeles area dance hall on Sa,t,rcda.y and Sunday nights. 
It is further note~ that the i.1a.ndwri ting in this 1962 letter 
appears. to be identical t.'.) that in the letter signed T. '11

• 

2 - Ne::1phis l r~- t:) 
1 - H;:iuston ( 41~-15 1 9) (!nf'o) '--/ '-{- 7 l, 0 / /.J /' 

61- !:a.ns~.s c~ ty I sEARCHED..-.:.i' "'-=--
? - ~OS Ange~es I =__...~~v 

R.JR/dmr 
('7) 

Approv0d: --------11,--~--. _ 
Spacial Agent in Gharne 

I -

Sent ______ M Per _______ _ 



LA 44-1574 

I 

i 
I 
j .. 

•• 

I 
ROSS, and that both letters have identical numbers (1 through 
3) at the beginni~1g of each paragraph. 

I 

It appears that T. r_r•. ROSS is identical to TERRY 
MILDRED ROSS, aka:and no further investigation re this 
letter is being c~nducted by the Los Angeles Division. 

! 
I 
I 



AIRTEL·. 

TO: .. 

'FROM: 

e 

AIRMAIL· 

' 
SAC,. ATLANTA (4-4-2386) 

SAC, K}\NSAS CITY ( l}t~-76 0) 

·SUBJECT: . MURKIN 

'' 

5/9/68 

.-P-

Re Atlan-ta teletype to ·the Bureau, 4./.2 5 / 6 8. 

Referen~ect·communication enclosed six copies of an 
insert reflecting interview with LEWIS R. DOWDA. 

.. ' . 

Four of'these· are being returned to the Atlanta 
Office inasmuch as airtel from the Bureau dated 5/7/68-advised 
the Atlanta Offic~ and other-offices to put the results of 
their investigition to <late in a report form! 

,. 
2 - Atlanta (Enc·s.'. 4) 

· {J - Kansas_· City 
·RBH: lw y (Ii)-

··r'[) 
I , 



• 
Airtel 

To: SAC, Memphis 

From: Dir.ector, FJ;)I (44-38861) 

MOP.KIN 
00: f&DIPIIIS 

}lay 7, 1968 

ReTPairtel to the Bureau da t.ed 5/2/68. 
I 

Burea,J is in receipt of referenced communication 
which attaches ~. X\f3X"OX copy of the Company 0 Bu 1"oster which 
included subject Ray•s name. 

I 

You sµould bold tlte inte1-viewing of the names 
on the roste1, in aµeyance tQ a future date. It will be 
incumbent upmi the

1 
office of origin to inst.itute any 

interviews of the ,,names otl the roster in the event Memphis 
feels this woul.d 'be necessary. 

I 

A1"'lile~- and L"angerous • 

l - Tampa (157-32
1

31) ('t:) ... Kau$ae: city (~nfo~ 

.· 1,9 
KAi'!_SAS CIT,, 

~rt-"'='c./i,~ 



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • 
I 
I 

• 
FBI 

Date: 5/9/68 

Transmit the following in ---~P=L=A=I=N--=-T=EX=T=-------------~, 
' (Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
. 'IITELETYPE URGENT 1 

Vrn ________ --+' --------------------1 
I ~~ri~ I 

-------------------- 1---------------------------L-------
TO: DIRECTOR 1, FBI (44-38861) 

i 
FROM: . SAC, KAN~AS CITY (44-760) 

I 
MURKIN 

! 

DAILY SUMMARY 

i 
EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY INMATES, FNU 

I 
I 

GENE LNU, COWBOY B?STON AND DAGO BEING 

MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY (MSP). NO 
I 

MSP REGARDING COOLEY ORGANIZATION. 
I 

l 

CRAIG, FNU SPRATT, 

CONDUCTED AT 

INFORMATION RECEIVED 

BARTENDER PEA~OCK TAVERN, KANSAS CITY, MO. REMEMBERS 
! 

NO CUSTOMER IDENTieAL WITH SUBJECT. SPRINGFIELD ADVISED 
I 
I 
I 

RUSTY MAY HAVE BEEij GIRLFRIEND OF SUBJECT. 
I 

MSP PRISONERStJERRY WHITE AND HAROLD JOHNSON COULD 
' ! 

FURNISH NO PERTINE~T INFORMATION REGARDING SUBJECT. 
I 

DELMA RAY, HAYSVILI)E, KS. AND RICHARD L. BREY, COLUMBIA, 
' 

MO. ELIMINATED AS &USPECTS. 
I 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

1 - Memphis 
RBH:WSA 
(2)~ 

! 
i 
/. 

- -----... 



5/7/68 

.AIRTEL 

TO: .. DIRECTOR, FBI { 44-3886_1 ) 

FROM: SAC, HOUSTON ( 41-~-1.509 )-

SUBJECT: MURK.IN:_ 
CR 

Re SAtel, 5/3/6$. 

Re: WILLIJ\M TI-iOMAS. JACOBS. 

Retel advised tti~t JACOBS 1 only .. known relative 
according to Texas State l'vlental Hospita._1· records., Houston, 
Texas was a TIIELMA POWERS, sister,.residing at 8125 Lemar 
Drive., Houston. The. follcrw1.ng checks were made in an effort 

. to locate THELMA POWERS: . 

Houston·City Directory 
Houston Cross Reference 
Telephone directory . · 
Houston Credit Bureau 
Harr·is County Sheriff •s Office 
Roust.on, Police Department . 

· . All of ~he above we;r-e negative as to the name 
/~:._.,· ' ... ,. 

. THELMA POWERS and the ad,dress- 8125 Lamstr Prive. There. is no 
.. · -Lam Drive, Houston., ·Texas;· however; there is Lam-'.lr.Street 

and west LanJa_r. Physical check of the area revealed no such 
numper as 8125 Lamar •. 

3 -- Bureau 
,(''1.A' Kansas C:tty (Info) 

.l - Memphis (Info:)·. 
· l - San Antonio (Ihfo) 

1 - Houston 
JSW/sjni 
{7) .. '~~=?~,t'.: 7~( 

S~l1.i/:.~;;:1.~:..· ..... ~ ...... 1-iLEiJ.... ~ ........ : 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

• e 
UNITED S\ATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDE:JilAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

707, tQS Court House Building 
Kansas City, Missouri 64106 

I • 

May 8, 1968 

To All News Editors: 

En.closed nerewitb are two additional photographs 
of James Earl ·aay · tdl supplement the news release mailed 
your,office May 7, 1968. · The photograph of Ray in dark 
glasses and sport s~irt was taken during the year 1967 ·· · 
in Mexico o The otbe

1

r photograph of Ray in a business suit, 
which shows marked cleft cqin, was taken during January or 
February 1968, in C~lifornia. Any publication you can giv~ 
of these phot\Ogr:apbsl which may aid in speeding the location 
and apprehension of James Earl Ray would be appreciated 
by this Office. 

·Enco 2 

Sincerely, 

,(~ 
KARL W. 
Special 

cf tf- 7G- 0--76~ 
SEJl8CHED ________ .INDEXED ·' 
SERIAL/ZED ____ .. 3kf't1:'ED ---- .. 



TELETYPE 

I . 
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•

I 

. ~. 
. . I 

. ! 
I 
1. 

I: . 
!:· 

. i 
. . 1· 

. I 
• .I' 

. ! 

• 
5/8/68 

TO: 

.FaOlf: ... 

. . • I . . . . . ·• . .. ·. 

· DIREC1'0&. (,44-38861) Aml· .SACU.:IJENTO (100-421) 

MEllPHIS (44-1987) 2:P 
I 

liUIUtIN •. ·. ! · 

. -:u ATLANTA AIRTEL ro BmtE.Au ·APRIL EIGHTEEN ·LAST Altl> . . -· ' . . . . . . - - ' 

.sACRAJmlffO AIRTEL 10! Blllt~U. IIA't .sn LAST~-
' RE: POBSIDJ.E .,.AL CCl{DiTION OF SUBJEC't. 

ALTBOUG!l TllB'SUOOESTIOM MADE IN d ATIAITA AlltTEL HAD 
. I 

. MERIT• THIS SUOOEST.lQN WAS )lADE. PBIOII 'lO ml: I'DBllTIEICATION 

OF JAMES 'li1U~ RAY AB i SUB&JECf QJ'. ffi~S l~STl~'tIO!i ~ 
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5/8/68 

TO: SAC,_ BIRMINGHAM'r 
I 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS, (44-1987) I>' 

BRITTON.· 

I 
,J 

, t 

·, I 
! 

I , , 

,· Re Kansas City Airtel to Director 5/7/~8. re TOM, 
I 

\' ' 

One copy iof e~ch enclosure· to Memphis·· with 
reference A'irtel enclose,d for asE;istance .of Birmfngham ·in locating 

·BRITTON in Birmingham ar'ea. · 
' • I • 

I 
I , 

1 

~·~(~ 
.RGJ:BN 
(4) 

'J 

" I 

' i , 
I , 

1·, 
! 
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5/8/68. 
PLAJltitEX1? -·_ · - . -,,, •• • • :P,; • '. <l':c•' 

. ' . 

-~PE · VRGEN~ 

· ~o: - --- -- nm:ml1!0R
1
~-~ AND SACS AifLANmA, 

- · [ _ -- _ _ _ -- 1.mwHXS 

FftOM: - SAC, av.F~ALO -(44•374) -·. 
I 

- M'U1UUN _· - . I j,l/ . .. . . . . ·_ - - , -. . --.. 
. S~. C,. A. 'BI,iyiifi :t N .Y-. _ SWAWE- .POLICE_., jl:A~ 1 N-.Y. > · 

' , 1,/1 . ~•,·( 

_- -_ FijRNIS!OO) !fOL.~~~ INFORMA'.rION '.f.'HJ:,S·_ D.,E~- _ _ :_ . , .. _ . ·_: -_ 

1ffi ~~~r=-•~·~;7. 
. . . . - ., . ' ' i, . ~;? _, ~---,, . ' ., . ' ' . ' ' ' 

oALt oN MA¥' sn LAST 100)- MAY s~- LAS!L'. WHEREIN emm.ES - - . I . -_ - . . _-
< -:PtmliAM ~Pl:¢A'rl£D lf .HAD :tNFO _OON¢~1NG -A$~~S~INA~IQN. OF. -

.· :;~rm;: t;:,=/~ m:::T~:: 
~Ii• ~, -~~ -Ott NAME S~ SQUNDING, • . · . . ~ ~w~;~ IND:iCA!fED HE RAS. wommn ~ . ATLAmA_, GA. 

,. . 
. . r . - -

eOFFE.E HOOSE I HOWEVER_., IS BE!rIEVml · mmstmWLY mraMl?LQYED - · 

AND LIVI-liq IN s·o .. clLJ:;ED H;tPFl~: c':mCUMStANOltS.J DUN~M 1S 
'• -

EMPLOUR AT GQF.F~ ROUSE ~$t;fED ON· NA1t¢0TICS Cl{ARGE --

.-.~lTJ:8$:e!~UM '29 KING,I 14Vl\Uml' ANP PllES~L? · ~o~~ lN MWWAL' 

·H02Pr.t'AL oa SO)Ui: PimAL IN~I'lQ'J.'ION IN ATLAlf.J.'A. GA. N~ OJ'· 
- = - • I - - -

eonm HOUSE ' oa· O'WNER. NQT IUtOWN, mm:' OWNmi $UFPOS!IDLY 'HA$ -- . - . -- . - - l - -. -
-KNOWLEPGI 01 lUNG ~~~ 

itai-i~a~ City (11 

to): {AM) 
un£m . . ) ,. , ·- ;' ' , 

- . '' . . . ' 

- . -, ... _. --·._ -- I -
. · ;_ I 
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. . . l:!Af,l.i TWO ... _ I . 

\ 

'· '· 

. . . . ' ' ' . . . ' ' 

.OTIS. 1DWitAM ~:OIGA~ _Ria . $ON -S~tJlED ~O BE ~CMUID IN --. . 
· · '11r:L~PHONJ$ com,~asAft~N -AND_ 1rEEL$- -~T MIS. ·soN·- MAf F-OSSIBt,Y ;_; · 

· . ItAVE SOME-~ 00,NQERNING fHIS MAWTlm •. liE A.WISEl> HLS SON . 
. .. , . I - . . . . . . . . . . 

_ cAtLW_ :v~oM _-A_ -~~1- ~~PHO~-__ ·. M1\ ce:o:e. _ ~c~ ZERo :Fo~ DASH; 

ElGli1 S)NEN 'F.m n4sn :FIVE JrOUlt ~HBEE ~., W.?CB --~ A ' 

aoOM!Na HOUSE Nr 1lnH>Ni sn sw..:NWH $'ll ., A'.rt.AN'l'A~ GA. . ' 

. · . •CIIf\lU,ES DUNR.4M DESCRmrm AS -OOBN L____,_~~~~~~~ • 

- ; -ROME;, J-.y .; ··SIX .. FEE!.L'; 'J:WO HUNDRED tsa.; :l3}t0'WN : 

-~mr.-_ --ES~AN---:-D---:--_' -:BRJ~mnl ~Ani, AND ~AiS ~CK GLASSES. ' DUNHAM . •:· 
' . . , ' -· ! ' . ' ' ' ' ' '' . 
FQRME'RLY /A. ~R 0~ lJ' .$ •. NAV¥\, ·.~Q~, -:RECEIVED, U'.Nl)ES~-

:=!~ - ~0$ ~ ym OF ~-AL . ' 
... : OW~ : ~mf\M B!r~ED ~g-, NAME' ~IO!V ·u ~IQ~ -A$ 

· :F'OJNI.SHING · ._Al;30W · llr.110. . .· _ .. 1 
• • _.:_ • · . ,. • -. --- . r. - - . 

. . . , . -AfJ,,Ar.;i )~BMl'W•. 'J!Q .t,OQJ\':tE AND n1mVIEW -CHARLES -DUNJIAM :· -,-
: '. . . . .·: '.' ' ' j ·- . . . : ' ' ' . ' . '-.,. ' . ' . : 

·coNc.~o. .!'ltis iiA1Im_?,t :J\i1t- ~Q im ~MAY .mw. ~ · .· 
-. . ~~ ~. i!~N_pID~ A~:0--@!.J?·_ .DANGEROUS~- -

-· . -()~ A!Yl QC ~Q. ~NSAS -CI~-•. 



FD-36 _(Rev. 5-'22-64) • • 
FBI 

Date: 
5/8/68 

Transmit the following in --------'--;;;;;-----:---:--:------:--,----------__j 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A_I_R_T_E_L_____ ----+---------::---,---:-A_I_R_MA_I_L ____ --J 
· I (Priority) I 

______________________ , _________________________ L ______ _ 

I 
I 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI /(4-4--38861) 
I 
I 

FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCI;sco (173-65) -P-

SUBJECT:MURKIN 
CR 
00: Memphis 

l 

I 
I 

IRE: KENNETH LEE WADE 
! MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY 

,/•'. 

LJ,"" 
Re Los Angeles airtel, 5/3/216'8. 

,1► .. 
. ,J 

Records of thejSan Quepi,t1n Penitentiary reflect 
that K~N~~-'I'.fL ~EE WADE, : FBI .J§,6 .. 81 2 3 B, was received at 
San Q'tfent1n"'j;Pe1ift:en1:rary1:,'Qn:•tt971,1:9,;t,6°7 to serve a five year to 
1 . ' ,y · d · L 1 ife sentence for armed robbery committe in the os Ange es, 
California area. 1 

/ 

I/ 
The following interview of KENNETH LEE WADE was 

conducted by SAs DALE F. NORTON and MICHAEL T. GEARY: 
I 

KENNETH LEE WADE advised that he served a sentence 
in the Missouri State ~enitentiary (MSP) at Jefferson City, 
Missouri from 1958 thrpugh 1965, where he was confined as 
a result of having beer convicted of a robbery charge in 
St. Louis, Missouri. He advised that he knew RAY from about 
1960 until 1965. i 

WADE advised that he served about one year of his 
sentence and then escdped~ and after being recaptured, was 

I 

I 
3 - Bureau (RM) i 
2 Los Angeles (4-4-1574) (RM) 
2 Memphis (4-4-1987) iCRM) 
2 - Seattle (RM) ' ' . 

- Sacramento (RM) ! 

.._-,t'' - San Francisco 
A MTGd:bja 

pprove : -----------'-: __ 
Special Agent in Charge 

I 

I 
( 15 ) 

,__,_,LJMJ~~ 
SE,. .. ,vr,..: .~"""-"' ;,!DEX_E 
SERIALIZ '. cO ___ ,1.;,_----u-



SF 173-65 
MTG:bja 

returned to MSP and s~rved from 1962 to 1965. He advised 11'.,fJs_>"'=' 
that RAY came to MSP o/ i th a man by the name of RAY PRUITT .-<:j.,. 
WADE stated that he and PRUITT were falJ.--partners. He 
advised that both he and PRUITT were~nvicted at the same 
time but that PRUITT fought the conviction and did not enter 
MSP at the same time that he, WADE, did. 

E 
. I 

WAD advised that PRUITT and RAY may have met 
while both were in th~ City Jail in St. Louis, Missouri. 
WADE stated PRUITT knows RAY better than he does. ! . 

He advised that when PRUITT and RAY arrived at 
the penitentiary, thaJt he, PRUITT and RAY all lived in 
nK Hall'1

, and that because RAY and PRUITT were friends, he 
and his friends accep·ted the two of them and that PRUITT 
in effect, was RAY's ~ponsor. WADE advised that he and 
RAY worked in the bak~ry. WADE wcE a pastry cook and was 
fairly good. I 

WADE examined! the photographs and drawings of RAY 
and stated that the drawing of RAY in which his eyes were 
open is not a good likeness in that it completely changes 
the appearance of ruwl1 s eyes which are smaller and more 
slanted. WADE advise cl that his group in the prison ~on- ,ft,·-
sisted of the followip~'"''individuals: .. ·, . ·,(' oJ-l'1> tJ.J·-;,.,.J-

( 1) JAMES EA-RL RAY "' ,1 
\·-:. '-' · ,. ··"';::/ 

( 2) .RAY. .. P,B:w"'IT-':P;;~tf~ ti;~,ii~~ ;}~ ,;F 

~ ! ~ -,-~·tef~t~~;sgp-
1
~~,&::?F SHERNI/q··//:PH) c.?,/:_c .. v-,~ .. ~-~ ()~.- t~i u:.-· :'\ ,:,,, 

( 5 ) '·'W:ADE /'1•• · ·-. . · , • 

I 
Ii 

He advised that they, the five of them, had 11 a little 
thing going for them 11

1 in that they were selling amph~tamine 
pills and other stimullants to inmates at the prison. 

He stated tha1t while he was confined to the penitentiary, 
that they had a semi-~iot at the jail as prison authorities 
sought to integrate t~e prison and as a result, a few 
Negroes were stabbed ~nd that the jail was not integrated 
while he was there. 

- 2 -



SF 173-65 
MTG:bja 

I 

WADE stated, !'I had a beef with a Negro over a 
debt about amphetamine powder. This beef was in 1962. 
I 'piped him', that is I hit him with a pipe a few times. 
He was hospitalized. I This beef wasn't over RAY. This 
?ll.q.le had a thing goirg for it. i: 

He advised thkt he figures that they made about 
$1,000 a month or mor~ selling these pills each month. 
He advised they paid~ guard $100 to bring the jar in and 
after expenses, cleared about $1,000 a month. 

I 

WADE stated t~at RAY is a very qu~t individual. 
He stated he did not know what RAY's opinions were of 
Negroes. I 

He·advised RAY had a friend who sent him some 
narcotics. He advisetl he did not know any more than this 
about that matter. 1 

I 

WADE advised that RAY was close-mouthed and never 
discussed anything with anyone, particularly he would not 
discuss any ideas or plans he had about escaping, 

I 

He described RAY as having a quick temper and a 
violent temper, but believed that RAY was in sufficient 
control of himself not to let his quick and violent temper 
unmask him. He said it was his opinion that if somebody 
got into an argument with RAY about something that RAY 
would control his emotions so as not to attract attention 
to himself, but he st~ted RAY was the type that would and 
could lay for the guyl and later give him a good working over. 

I 

WADE stated, 1"I do not believe RAY would go to 
booze." He advised ilt was his belief that RAY liked 
narcotics but not har 1d stuff, and that he would probably 
just use the stimulan~ type. He advised that RAY could 
handle narcotics 11 real good. 11 

I 

He stated he :did not believe that RAY at this time 
would engage in the sell of narcotics in view of the fact 
that he is an escape4 convict. 

WADE· later stated, 11 RAY doesn't like Negroes. I believe 
I 

I 

-3-
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• 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 

RAY is capable of kiliing KING. RAY could plan it. 11 

He added it was his speculation 11 he must have had help. 11 

He stated, liI don It believe RAY killed KING. I couldn It 
see RAY getting into that bag as he was an escapee." 

WADE advised ~hat he never met any of RAY's 
family or friends fror the outside while they were in jail 
and RAY never met any. of his family or friends from the 
outside either. He s~ated,i;I have no idea where RAY may 
be. I have no knowledge of RAY's outside connections. I 
believe RAY could have saved about a good sum of money 
from his share of theJ profits of the sale of amphetamine. 11 

He advised in the event RAY was going to escape he bel~ves 
the other people ±n the clique would 10 an or give RAY as 
much money as they haid available tc them He advised that 
RAY used to read abo~t foreign countries in his cell. 
He advised that PRUITIT, who was a cell block mate, worked · 
in the library and wquld bring the books to RAY. He advised 
~hat BURNS and ~HlJRNijCK each got 7 5 years so they ~re still 
in MSP. He advised h'.e does not know where PRUITT is . 

•• : : , •• r ,(,!:,.~ 

He,,:cfd;ised t~at he is pr~'§;ntly confine,,~ as a 
result J?-J:•::some. robberi'ies which/rf'e committed ~i~the Los 
Angel7s1 ar( a with HAP;,OLD KLEijF', DONALD BUSS)1EYER and SAM 

~::,_: -~ . __ ,_.I, ~-=,~,f~,-.=.,,,c;:;::;:<'.<">'e;••·.,;.,"'"7==;ct~cr,:,:_~'.•5:!'i:';"~:;,:;,;,,,,.,::;::~~:,,,:,,_~,~vm''_,.,,.~ ,, .. 

,.;_,:'·· He advised t~at a'll four of them had been in MSP 
at one time or another and he believed that KLEMP, BUSSMEYER 
and MASSY might knowiRAY. He advised.that KLEMP is in 
Folsom Prison, BUSSM~YER is in Mc Neil Island and SAM 
MASSY went i~sane and is confined in some mental hospital 
in the State of California. 

I 

I 

-4-



SF 173-65 
MTG:bja 

LEADS 

• 

KANSAS CITY 

• 

AT MISSOURI S~ATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON CITY, MO. 
Will review appropriatl e records to determine· presen.t where­
abouts of RAY PRUITT, BOBBY BURNS and GLEN SHURNICK or 
SHERNICK (Ph), who we[e inmates of the prison at the time 
RAY was confined. 

(2) Will set out leads to have PRUITT, BURNS and 
SHURNICK interviewed if not already done. 

LOS ANGELES I 

AT LOS ANGELEp, CALIF. Will review appropriate 
records of the Los Angeles County Courts to determine the 
present location of SAM MASSY who was arrested and convicted 
with KENNETH LEE WADEi of robberies in the Los Angeles 
area in 1965 or 1966.1 

SACRAMENTO I 

AT FOLSOM PEN~TENTIARY, CALIF. Will interview 
HAROLD KLEMP who was arrested with ""WAl5E in a series of 
Los Angeles robberies! and who was reported to be an inmate 
of the Missouri Statel Penitentiary at the time RAY was 
confined there. 

SEATTLE I 

I 
AT MC NEIL IS~AND PENITENTIARY, WASHINGTON. Will 

interview DONALD BUSS~EYER who was arrested with WADE in 
a series of Los Angeles robberies and who was reported to 
have been in the Missburi State Penitentiary with RAY. 

I 

Will interviei BUSSMEYER to determine if he has 
I any knowledge of RAY's present whereabouts. 

I 
I 
I 

-5-



FBI KAN CITY 

FBI ATLA~TA 

• 
i 
1· 

940PM URGENT 5-9-68 LCS 1 

I 
I 

·• 
10 DIRECTOR 44-3886i, M~MPHIS 44-1987~ KANSAS CITY, AND PITTSBURGH 

FROM ATLANTA 44-2386 
I 

MURKIN 

RE MIAMI TEL TO BUREAU MAY EIGHT LAST; A~D BUFFALO TEL TO 
I 

i 
BUREAU MAY EIGHT LAST• ~ · 

' 

SUMMARY OF IN\JESTI (,ATION CONDUCTED MAY NINE INSTANT. 

EXPANDED SAFETY DEfO SIT, BOX CHECK CON TIN UIN G. 
! 

ELIMINATION OF IND! VI DUALS t-H TH NAMES SIMILAR TO ALIASES. ' . . 

I 
OF SUBJECT RAY CONTINUING. 

ELIMINATION OF LOO~-ALIKE REPORTS CONJINUING. 

CHARLES_ DUNHj\M INTERVIEW-ED-• HAS NO SPECIFIC KNOWLED.GE RE 
---· .--- ~ . ! 

ASSASSINATION. HO't~EVER, SAYS HE RECEIVED INF'ORMATION FROM 

I 
DOUGLAS MERRELL, MANAGER, CATACOMBS, ATLANTA, GA., CHI PP! E CLUB), 
"----------=-- • -- , --- I 

I 
THAT ONE BILLY MACK WISDOM, FBI NO. SEVEN EIGHT SEVEN FIVE ZERO 

i· 

SIX D WAS POSSIBLY INVOl!..'1ED IN ASSASSINATION. WISDOM REPORTEDLY . I 

SERVING TIME IN G_A. STATE PENITENTIARY 

OONVICTION • .,,.wGooM •s I~CARCERATION 1.s 
' j i 

ON RECENT BURGLARY-­

BEING VERIFIED THROUGH 

GA. STATE-'-'Ei'OARD OF 
/ 

CORRECTIONS• W-I SDOM I DENT! CAL WI TH W,ESLEY, 
/· 

t·,ELS,N, 
/ . 

I 
OR WESTON MENTXONED IN RE BUrFALO TEL• 

. EN9/ PAGE ONE 



. l.... •• • 
i 

I 
I 

PAGE TWO I 
I 

' I . , 
· MIAMI ADVISED IN. RE ITEL· THAT ONE HERRAN FURN I SHED EAL,. ATLANTA, 

I . . - . . 
OONTACT TELEPHONE NO. FI\tE TWO FIVE DASH TWO SEVEN SEVEN ONE 

·I . 

PND THAT JOHN WILLARD FU/~ SHEi) EAL, , .ATLAN.TA.. WI TH CONTACT POINT 

OOWNTOWNER; ATLANTA• -1 

- . I 
RECORDS OF DOWNTOWNER MOTOR II\JN., ATLANTA., REFLECT° JOHN O .. • 

' . . l' I 
WILL.ARD, WI THERow~ RD • ., SEW-I CKLEY., PA... REPRESENTING w~ w. NORTON 

- - - . . I IJ. t\ 
.AND co • ., I,NC., WAS REGISTERED IN THE MOTEL IN- ROOM FOUR\ ONE ONE 

/ I . , . . 

ON APR~ iLEVEN LAST·· w,1LLAR~ .. wHo 1s ONLY PERSON BY. THAT NAME r .. 

. f . . . . . 
REGI STEREO IN MOTEL FROM/ MAR•. SIXTYEI GHT UNTIL APR. SIXT~EI GHT, 

WAS DRIVING CHEVROLET_ BE~RING NEW1 Y_ORK,LIC. THREE EIGHif THREE 

I . 
TtfO DASH taJ·X• 'PITTSBURGH CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO 

fl..IMINATE• . . . , J · . . .· . 
ATLANTA TELEPHONt,.-~b.: FI VE TWO FI VE DASH , TWO ~EVEN SEVEN .ONE 

Is LISTED TO oo
7

WN,{oWN M~TEL, THR~E THREE z~RO w. PEACHTREE sT .. 
I. . 

ATLANTA. RE~O'RDS OF DOt-1NTOWN MOTEL REFLECT T_HAT t4~R~~N _w. 
HE,RREN, . ON✓z'ERO SIX •ZEijO SIX., W£STB~OOKE DR • ., SHAt-l'-JEE MISSION .. 

KANSAS ... ,?.RESENTING GoJooN JOHNSON co.-, KANSAS CITY, WAS 
. I I , .. , . / . . . ; 'J--'-r . . 

REGI STEREO IN ROOM THREE TWO SIX OF THE MOTEL ON APR• NINE LAST• 
I 

I 

END PAG{ Tt~0 
i 

\ 



,_.•, I 
... • 

PAGE THREE 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 

KANSAS CITY, AT SH~WNEE MISSION., KANSA, AND AT KANSAS CITY •. 
! 

OJNDUCT NECESSARY INVEST! GATION TO ELIMINATE. 

END 

ENT 

SUBJECT RAY ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P. 

FBI KAN CI TY 




