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SAC, ATLANTA (26-43489)

BAC, ST. LOUIS (26-32047) (@)

MuREIN Lﬁz/7é0
00: NHemphis)

UNBUs;

1968 DODGE ‘

VIN LE41DAR323849 VO

1868 GRORGIA LICENSE 1D487263 PG
ITSHV

(CO: 8t. Louis)

%8 Jacksonville airtel to Memphis, 6/8/68; and
Eansas City airtel to Bureau, 5/23/68.

in reviewing this file, it is noted that at fhe
time captionsd vehicle was recovered at the St. Louiy Bunicipal
Airport omn 5/16/68, Treoper RUBEET SCHURR, Missouri/State
Highway Patrol, advised that this vehicle had beey reated
at Atlanta, Ga., 4/2/88, from National Car Renta) utilizing
stolen credit cards in the name of SANUSL SCHNRIDRENAX, O
€335 Hoad Rd., Richmond, X1l., and that these fredit cards
were alleging stolen from SCENEIDERMAY in an Armed robbery
in Esnsas City, Be. :

Investigation to date has determdned that no record
could be located with the Kansas City, Nos Police Depariment
regarding a robbery of SAMUEL SCHMEIDERMAN, and investigation
at RBichmond, I1l., bas indicated there is no such address
as G530 Hoad Hd., and no record of a SANURL SCHNEIDEREAN,

rooper SCHURE stated that ho wns not positive
since he had obiained this information fro: the radio dispatcher
of Troop C Headguarters, Nissouri State Highway Patrol, at
Eirkwood, No., although Trooper SCHURE was of the apinion

2 - Atlanta e A ///(/ A3

i - Chicago (Ianfo)

1 - Indisanpolis (44-563)(Info) BN A St

- Eanses City (infe) :
1 - Bemphis (Infe) /
2 « Jacksounville

: /

2 - 8t, louis (1 « 20-32047) /
na%ux (1 « 44-775)
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51, 28=-33047

that this information hed originally been obtained from
the Goorgia State Police out of Atlantas,

in view of the above, Atlanta might consider cone
taeting the Georgla State Police 1o deternine if they have
inforsation regarding the manmer in which credit cards were
obtainod by UNSIE so that isvestisation regarding NURKIN
ina this matter night be resolved.
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Date: July 2, 1968

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

: SAC, Kansas City

FROM: Director, FBI

MURKIN

Enclosed are two copies of an anonymous
letter forwarded to the Bureau by the office of
Senator Edward Kennedy.

Since James Earl Ray was incarcerated in
Missouri State Penitentiary in 1960, you should
make appropriate efforts to identify the FBI Agent
"Gray" and/or the prisoner and endeavor to resolve
this matter and advise the Bureau of details with
appropriate recommendations if warranted,

Handle promptly.
Enclosures (2)

1 - SAC, Memphis (for info) (Enclosure - copy of incoming)

Sent Via

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



letter furwarded to the
Seuator Edward Keanedy.

Since Janes Earl Ray

Missouri State Peaitentiarxy

| -kc appropriate offerxrts to tdentis
and/er the prisemer amd

tm matter and advise the Bureau

appropriate recommendations if warranted.

| Hesdle promptly.
Eaclesures (3)
1 - 8iC, Neuphis (fer infe) (Inslesuze - eopy of ineoming)

4/6/ 2p '//4/ =2

_ | 'SEARCHED....
SERIALIZE

s \r ::r Jb
FBI — KANSAS cITy,

iy
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
)
]

FBI
Date: 7/8/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

TO: SAC, KANSAS CITY
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

00 MEMPHIS

Enclosed herewith for Kansas City and Little Rock is
one copy each of an anonymous letter directed to the County
Recorder, Court House, Memphis, Tenn., postmarked Long Beach,
California, 7/2/68.

According to the Memphis Division records, there are
no missing key witnesses to be called by the State of Tennessee
in the future muder trial of subject RAY,

LEADS
KANSAS CITY
AT JOPLIN, MISSOURI

Will identify occupants of 621 Appleton Drive and
ascertain if they possibly have any connection with captioned
case.

LITTLE ROCK 7/,; L§ - /5. “”:/ a-d/«-/umicyﬁ.

@ - Kansas Cit @#ﬂ\ 3 Z o
rtel 2 - Li‘ﬁiz Roclz (Bnc. 1) %/5/ £ /d Q?/—

— s el - /ﬁéJ/Z64¢ééeQ¢zW42Ar

letype RFB/ngm = %/oém

(6)

T : SEARCHED INDEXED _
Spec. Del. ' ‘ SERIALIZE

Reg. Ma.l
RegifRpreyed:

Special A%l;t in Charge
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. for Biies ¢ and Littu la-k h
- one . gopy ekch’ cf an mnynm_hw ‘direa ed to_the County
" Recorder, Cotrt House, Mempliis, Tenn., ‘postuarked. Long meh.
cunrornu. 7/8/88, o oo L AT LT
Accordiu to the mm m mn are
:uniu key witnedses to be culhd by tho fitate '“t 'mmmo

‘the: tutura wler trnl.?af u Jwﬁ

W11 identify pccuphnts 6f 621/ Apgmnm
tmruu 12 my puum m conpsotion. with “Pttpud

.
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© L AT ddentify occupants of
_ascertain if these individunls peu:lb
‘_uth uptiom uttor.

’It “ n&f‘& that tho m thl‘t' m anéorlinad ill
upmrinx in enclomed letter were placed thers by the

Whu Division and are the last words nppnﬂ,w. 2 the li,,

in the otigiul htw‘ w | ' 2 '
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Date: July 9, 1¢68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

vie  AIRTEL
. 7 (Priority)

SAC, Kansas City

Froms Diiiisgr' FBI (44-388561)

MURKIN

Bnclosed are two copies of a letter from
Clifford Bdmondson, VA Hospital, Topeka, Kansas, forwarded
to the Bureau from the Department as received by them
from United States Senator Stuart Symington.

You should interview Edmondson for details and
thereafter conduct sufficient investigation to resolve
matter. Keep Bureau advised of pertinent developments.'

Based upon available data, no information
identifiable with Clifford Edmondson and Kenneth Long
located in Bureau files.

Handle promptly.

Enclosures (2)@

1 - Memphis (Enclosure)

Sent Via

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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" Clifford Bdmondson, VA HBospital, Tepeka, Kansas, :omzm
mtumufmmwumsm L
smmm States Senator Stuart Sy '

:‘l‘eu should imgwiw‘ m ' son for et ."’, .nd
muu&r W -uiﬁcmt u«;uqatm te reshlve
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1mzuu- with Glz.tterd ldnudm aud tomgh
w hs Bureau files, -
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DIRECTOR, YBI (w4-38881) . - 7/i1/68
SAC, KANSAS CITY (A4-780) P~

“HURKIN S |
~ Re Burcau airtol 7/2!68. o

C ' Tbe followins invcttigction wvas ¢0nduoted by SA |
. _ROHEH B. A!ERS and IC HILLIAH’C¢ HC DONALD: : ) oy

At J.fferuon city. Hiasourix

. On 7/8/30 MARY HDODY, Stcrctary to Hnrd.n HA!OLD
suzusou, said a bonné book reflecting visits by attorneys, |

law enforcement officers and othars on official business for

September, 1960 had bee located.  She noted that no regular

vigit record is maintained, except in individual prisoner's’ ’

files and these are for persons authorized by the. prison totvis£t~, 

| %nn;:ca and these racordt do not apply to pcraona en official [
usiness. - -

R .. Onm 7/9/88, tho Centvol c.ntcr. Offieial Visitors' IR
Book was examined. There was no pewson by -the nane of GRAY - o

- making a visit to a prisoner durinz thc nanthn of August, o
-,Scptclbnr, or Octcbnt. 1060._Lp, . ' | _

| - Although there was no voeord of a visit hy an .
' FBI Agent to ‘a prisonar in Septembder of 1980, entries are not
‘Jclwayt-and‘ uhcri oftiacr 10 knbun to yrioon officfar. - .

" . Am oxalinatien was' aads, i th. c1l§l£ficat10n . A
'riOItioc.fo!”pr&con.vo received. They ave. siv-a a book numbes - .

wf*.la consecutive order as thay are received. A total of 23}

. inmates were recsived inte the pcustontinry durins tho -onfhs
 'of Ansnnt and Scpt‘nbcn‘of 1900..,,:--

- Hb-p i -
T Kanuas cft”y“ lna)

- llAzakt |

\ (8) -
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. xc »u-7so7v'
Mr. DONALD BUHXE! CIaoaificatien Dirlctow, laid
the uvoragc inmate stays in "receiving” or "classification

. section" from four to six wéeks as a general rule, but he
. said some conditions might arise which would result in

o turning a prisoner into the population before four weeks

and also soxe reason might exist fOr net eoaploting thoir -
clasaification in aix wtcks., - | ' o

" Senior Resident Agent SA ROWEN B, AYERS and SA
' THOMAS H. WEAVER, assigned to Jefferson City Resident Agency

“during pertinent peried have no recsllection of such an 1nt¢ru“ﬁ”ﬂf’ﬁ

view and no SA GRAY has been assgigned to the Kansas City
‘Division. It is more likely that the vritcr'vnc intdrvitwed

o by an. ‘ageney other than the FBI.

"In view of the adultted ha rteollcction nnd above

- factc. it does not appear that an indices search of all

immates roeoiveé dnring th. throc nuth poriod uould bc

*-aif~wurtant¢d.

UACB no fnrthcr aetion boinz tlkcn §y !hc

‘”Kansﬁn czty niviaion rogarding thin lntt.r.ﬁ
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s
* .
- v

sxzcron, T wsssen s
| sAc;_xAnSAs;cxry:<#§-1se)_= _p-

'*-f‘nunxxu B S
[ Ra an.au uirtal 7/2/68. | ) |
The following inventisation was comdueted by SA ”

- ROWEN B. AYERS and IC VILLIAH c. HCADGHALD‘

At*Jafftrion eity, Hi:souri:"

: | ‘On 1/8/58 HARY HOOBY, Snerotary to wavden HAROLQ
SWEHSON, said a hound book reflecting visits by attormeys, .

law enforcement officers and others on official business for o
September, 1960 had bee located. She noted that no regular -
vigsit record is maintained, except in individual prisoner's -
files and these are for persons authorized by the prison to visit
inn;:ts and these rccords do net apply %o parcont on ofxieial o
business. . , _

. Onm 7/9/68, tho Control Cantor. Official Visitort"
Book was examined. There was no person by the name of GRAY
making a visit to a prisoner during tha montho of August,
~Septeaber, or October, 1960. .

C L Although tharc vas 5o record of a visit by an -
| PBI Agent to a prisoner in Septemrer of 1960, entries are not
. alwayo made whcrt officer io known to prison offlcial. e

- An cxanination vas nndo. in the c1ansification

. Office, of prisoners received. They are given a boek number
in consecutive order as they are received. A total of 231 -

- inmates were received into the ponitcntiury during the months
of Augnst and sgptonbcr of 1980. * | |

2 - Burtau‘ .
- Memphis (un~1932)
2 )= Xansas city
A:akc 5
{8)
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"kcun~;1soJ-

- nr. BonALb BUNKER, ClAOQLfielt&on Diroetur, said

: ‘tha average inmate stays in "receiving” or "elassification
section” from four to six weeks as a gnnarul rule, but he
 said some conditions mighit arisa which would result in
turning a prisoner into the population defore four wvesks

and alse soms reason might cxi:t !ur nét co-platin; thoir :

 i --elasaific‘tion 1n six Hlekl

- - ‘, Scnior ncsidont Agent SA.RQHEH B. A!ERS nnd SA
 THOMAS H. WEAVER, ‘assigned to Jefferson City Resident Agenay .
‘during pertinent period have no recolleetfon of such an inter-

view and no SA GRAY has been assigned to the Xansas City
. Pivieion. It is more likely that the uritor vas 1nt¢rviuuud
fby an agcney other than the PBI. g _

: | In vicu of the- ndnittod“hazy rocollcction and dbova ?m
faet-, it dess not appear that an indices sgarch of all. :
inmates rccaiv.d durgng tbc thr.- nuth pcriod uenld be
vurruntod , i

| ' uacn no furthtr action boin; taken by ths

‘ Knnsao éity nivisien rt:ardihg this 1.tt¢r.*_u
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nC 44%-760

: Hir. HDLOURSON advised that wiHONLBON had Leen
incarcerated at the ‘edical Center for Federal Frisoners to
geyrve a sentence received in a court-martisi for the mupder
of a member of the United States Alr Force. LDROLDSUN's
conviction Lowaver #as subsequantly reverse. due to his

- mental capspilities at tm the murdey, LIDNMUHEDLUNM
had Air Force Sericl No. and is Jdescrited BsS &

Kegro nale, date cf birth

LiADS

w———

ST. LOUIS LIVISION

At 3t. Louis, Missouri

 Will review the Alr Forge records pertaining to
LOMOLDS0N, Alr Force Serial Ho. and report resuits
¥

ransas City.  HSureau has "instructed prompt handling.

FANSASL CITY DRIVISION
At Syringfield, itissouri

Will review recerds United States fedical Ceatsy
ra LLHONDSON. )

At Kansas City, Missouri

. Pffort to locate and interview LDMONDELCHK will Dbe
held in abeyance penuing results of record checks set fortn
above in view of possivie mental abnormality on the part of
EDHQRDSON. « - | '
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¢

/12768

AIRTILL

70: UIRECTOR, F&l  (Lu-38861)
FRON: SAC, KARSAS CITY (4&-Tui)
MURF.IN
R&ﬁuaiét&i to Xanéas City, datad (XATATE

For information St. Louis, referencded airtel contained.
two copies ¢f a letter from one CLIFFORD LLUIOKDSOL. Veterans
iogspital, Topeka, Kensas. Thie letter ned been forwarded to the
Bureau [row ths Departuent wix had recsived tie letter frcou
United Statas Senater LTUART SYHINGTOH. The letter wnich was
ceted 6/8/68 and sipned a/ CLIFFORD EuMOsDGOK gtated in ass=nce
trat he hag sevved time in the Unilted States Medical Centzr at
Syringficld, Hissourd, and anotner priscner named ALELETD LORG
nad at that tise told »ix that a guard at the prison told him

‘that he was a manber of a Rroup whe would pay to have Ir.
MARTIN LUTHEER KIis killed. LEDMOKDSON incicatec in his lettuer

tr.at LOYO is now at Leavenworth.

Lfforts were made to contact LONMCLDOOK at the Vut@? NS

ospital, Topeka, ransas, ocn 7/12/766, howevar, GLLNH SLADERIOK,

the Asaistaut Registirar, Veterans hospital, advisec SA KALPH P.

HUSTOR that LDMOWDECK ha& ¢loped from tie hospital $/13/¢8. he
was Cischarged frou the ospital cn E/1I4/68 againet mecical
auvica as a result of his elopement. tiis howe of record wus

listed as 2800 Last 40th, Kamsas City, #iesouri, and his mcther

was listed &8 “rd. 1. L. ADAM¢, resxdance 1315 Noyth Lyni,

Inucpenuﬂuce,‘”isaouri

3 ~ Dureau

2 - 5t. Louis
hansas City

r‘Pu. B3 '
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CKC 44-760

Y. U&hh&ﬁu@ﬂ &uViﬂﬂﬁ that uﬁ?QHuBGM had been
1n;arueratel at the Medical Center for Foederal Frigoners to
‘servy & sentence received in a ecurt-martial for the muruer
of a‘member of the United Stateg Alr Force. cLMOLDSONS
. conviction however was sabﬂaguently reverases duse to nls
: mental c&pamllztxus at the 2 e the murder, LINGHDBGE
- had Alr Force Serdal wo. Man.z is descrided as &
Negroe male, date of birth . S

8%, LOULIS DIVISION

At St. Louls, Hissvuri

- Will review the Alr Fores recopds pertaining te
YDIOHDSON, Air Ferce Serial Ho. ﬂ and report results

- to Kansas City. Jureau zas instructed prompt handling.

KANSAS CITY LIVISION
At Sprinzfield, %izsouri

¥ill review recor“a Uniteu Status sedical Center‘
re LDMOMDBON. »

At Kanszas C‘ty, “issourd

cffort to locate and interview ELMONLDSCN will be
neld in anbeyance pending results of record checks set forth
above in view of posziblﬁ mertal abnornalxty &t the part of
: EDMONDSQN, '
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“ ‘ S

.7/12158’  

AIRTL

TG ~ EIR&QTOR, Fhlv (LY4-36661)

FROﬁi | SAC; KAHS&SACITY (44-760)

FURKIN | |
KaBuairtal to raneas Citytudated 7/73/€3,

For information St. Louis, referenced airtel contalined
two copies of & letter fron one CLIFFORD EDMONDSON, Veterans
'ﬂoqutdl Topeka, Kansas. This letter nad been [orwardec to the
bur=sau frore the Departrent whe had recelived the letter froam
United States Senator STUART SYHMIAGTON. Tihe letter wuiC: was
uated E/8/68 and signed uy CLIFFORD ELMONDSON stated in essence
that he had seyved time in the United States Medical Canter at
Springfield, ﬂissouriw ang another priacner naneéd KINNLTL LOuu
had at that tine told him that a guard at the przson told Lim
teat he was a ;en“:r of & group who would pay to have Dr.

SARTIN LUTLER £ING killed. EDMOSDSON incdicated in his letter
that LOHL is now at Leoavenworth.

Lfforts werse made to contact LLMOMNDS0ON at the Veterans
Hospital, Topeka, Kansas, on 7/12/68, however, GLUNN HLNDLREON,
the Assistant Registrar, Veterans vospital, aodvised SA RALFa P.
(USTOW that LDHQHDEOH had eloped from tite hospital 6/13/v8. e
was discharged froxn the nospital on L/lk/oa apainst nedical
acvics as a result of his elopement. liis home of record was
listed as 2860 East Moth, Kanams City, Missouri, and iz nother
was listed as ‘re. I. kL. ADA4S, resgidencs l3lg dorth Lynn.
Independence, Misctouri. - )

3 - Bupeau
Z ~ 5t. Louls
73 4 Kanses Clty
CRPiH:B
8)

V- Z5 0~/
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HE 44-780

My. HLRDERSON govised that LIMORLSON haa been
incarcerated at the Medical Cuntar for Feceral Friscners to
serve a sentencs received in & court-maertial for the murﬁer
of a nmexbar of the Unitse States Adr I'oree. LIMOIDION?
coenviction nowavar was subseﬁuently reverzel due to ulg

mental capabilities at the time of the murder., - ROPULOBOR
had Alr Force Serial ho. 3] 18 JJescritec as a

degro male, date of birth

i

LEADS

L s i e

5T. LOULS DIVISIQN

At S5t. Louiwn, Missouri

‘ villl review the Air Foree roeoyde pertvaining to
LDMONLSON, Adr Force Seriagl No. H anc¢ report results

to Xansas City. Bureauw has instructed pronapt nandling.

KANSAS CITY DIVISIOXN
At Springfisld, nissouri

will review recordv Lnite Stat:s dedical Center
re LDMQLDSON,

- At Karsas City, “isscurd

Lffort to lecate and 1ntarv1an LUMONDSON will be
held in abeyance pending results of pecord checks set forth
above in view of passlbls mental abnormalzty on the rart of

 £dﬁ0HDa0N.' |
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64) . ‘

Date: 7/15/68

Transmit the following in [Type in plaintext oF code)

Via Airtel

(Priority)

Tof  SACs Kansas City (44-760)
\//// St. Louis (44-775)
. From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN |
/'/ /
ReKCairtel 7/12/68.
Unless other circumstances uld preclude

locating and interviewing Clifford Edm ndson, you should
do so immediately, R {

In light of his previoud court martial for
murder and his mental status, he should be approached with
suitable caution,

SERIALIZED. £/ _Fien [/ /7”7

JYL 16196

| FBI — KANSAs gITy,

Ruadle o
. TAAY i

7

Sent Via
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC (L44-760) | DATE: 7/16/68
SA JOSEPH W. JACKSON
SUBJECT: MURKIN

REFERENCE: Memphis Airtel to KC,7/8/68,

\‘

<

—

AT JOPLIN,MISSOURI:

In Re: 621 Appleton Drive
Joplin Missouri
On 7/12/68, a review of '"Polk's City Directory,Joplin,
'/Missouri, 1967 Edition" revegled there is no Appleton Drive set out in
the street guide of that directory for Joplin,Missouri,nor is there
any street or drive with a similiar name, | |
On 7/12/68, BEVERLY K. JONLS,Dispatcher,PD, advised the map
of the City Of Joplin maintained by her office does not indicate an
Appleton Drive or any street or drive with a similiar name,
On 7/12/68 ,CLIFFORD POE,Assistant Superintendent of Mails,
‘ Main Post Office, advised there is no Apple;on Drive or any street or
:drive with a similiar name at Joplin,Missouri,

X From above inquiries it is obvious the address,621 Appleton

/Drive,Joplin,Missouri,is non-existant stherefore no additional inquiry

z in that regard is warranted, 522{2'/Q2<7-//€/;T}/

\\\\~#"\_ SEARCHED.. g INDZXEDA__ A

— KANSAS CITY A

S~ — K

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI

Date: 7/5/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext of code)
AIRTEL

(Priority)

70:  DIRECTOR, FBI  (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, JACKSOW (157-9586) (P)

MURKIN

Re Atlanta teletype 7/3/68.

RE RAYMOND CURTIS
INIERVIEW TN COUNTY
JATL AT DALTON, GA.

Enclosed herewith for Little Rock and Meapiiis
is one copy of referenced teletype.

PAUL J. DENNIS, Vice-President, Vicksburg Mid
River Service, Inc. advised on 7/5/68, that (FNU) WILLETT
owned a hotseboat known as the "Nell Willje', a diesel-
powered ship capable of travel on the Migsissippi. (¥NU)
WILLETT was described as an elderly man who was crippled
and used a cane. He and his wife, vhose name is believed
to be NELL, took vacation trips on his ‘houseboat approximately
twice a year, seccuring the services of 'a Mississippi River
pilot to opcrate the boat for them. (FNU) WILLETT is believed
to have died approximately two years ago. He is believed
to have been a resident of the State of Arkansas and
to have docked his houscboat at the Greenville, Miss. Yacht
Club.,

: WILLIE SMITH, a Negro male empleyee of the Greenville
Miss. Yacht Club, advised on 7/5/68, that the correct name
" of the houseboat is the "Nell Willis'and that it was owned
by a (FNU) WILLIS, who died about two ox three years ago.
NELL WILLIS, wife of (FNU) WILLIS, is still living and
3-Bureau (RM) 2-Little Rock (Enc. 1) e
2-Memphis (Enc. 1) ( . A¢4?f/%géj /40’ .
e - - : —— ATCLED. 1o
27JacksDn. '

GW/ir>
Approved..___i>><

Spe«
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JN 157-9586
. residiag id or around Pine Bluff, Arkansas.
« ¥ A .

| - Following the death of Mr. WILLIS, the
houseboat was sold to SONNY (LNU).,, a member of the
‘Memphis, Tenn. Yacht Club, who is believed to be a
Mississippi River pilot.

-WILLIE SMITH advised that Mr. WILLIS was
always considerate of Negroes and gave no indication of
anti-Negro sentlmants.

UACB the following leads will be covered:

LEADS :

LITTLE ROCK DIVISION

AT PINE BLUFF, ARK.,

Will locate and interview NELL WILLIS in order
to substantiate information set out in enclosed teletype.,

MEMPHIS DIVISTON

AT MEMPHIS. TENN.

o ~ )

Will attempt to locate and intg¢rview SONNY
(LNU) in order to ecither prove or disprove Lhe information
contalnea in enclosed te1otype._

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



© FBI

Date: 7/5/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)
AIRTEL

(Priority)

’_—-b—————--—-———“——

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI  (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P)

MURKIN

Re Atlanta teletype 7/3/68.

R RAYMOND CURTIS
INTERVIEW TN COUNTY
JAIL AT DALTON, GA.

Enclosed herewith for Little Rock and Meaphis
is one copy of referenced teletype. ' |

PAUL J. DENNIS, Vice~President, Vicksburg Mid
River Service, Inc. advised on 7/5/68, that (FNU) WILLETT
owned a houseboat known asg the '"Nell Willie", a diesel-
powered ship capable of travel on the Mississippi. (FNU)
WILLETT was described as an elderly man who was crippled
and used a cane. MHe and his wife, whose name is believed
to be NELL, took vacation trips on his houseboat approximately
twice a year, securing the services of a Mississippi River
pilot to operate the boat for them. (FNU) WILLETT is believed
to have died approximately two years ago. He is believed
to have been a resident of the State of Arkansas and
to have docked his houseboat at the Greenville, Miss. Yacht
Club.

. WILLIE SMITH, a Negro male emplcyee of the Greeaville,
Miss. Yacht Club, advised on 7/5/68, that the correct name
of the houseboat is the "Nell Willis'and that it was owned
by a (FNU) WILLIS, who died about two or three years ago.
NELL WILLIS, wife of (FNU) WILLIS, is still living and

3-Bureau (RM)  2-Little Rock (Enc. 1)
2-Memphis (Enc. L
~(27Jacksps

JGW/4r

Approved: _____N\_
Spec - _ FBI — KANSAS C[TJY ~

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 1.57-9586 . - ;T '
. resid;ng.ih or around.Pine Bluff, Arkansas.
- Following the death of Mr. WILLIS, the
houseboat was sold to SONNY (LNU), a member of the

Memphis, Tenn. Yacht Club, who is believed to be a
Mississippi River pilot.

WILLIE SMITH advised that Mr. WILLIS was
always considerate of Negroes and gave no indication of
anti-Negro sentiments.

UACB the following leads will be covered:

LEADS :

LITTLE ROCK DIVISION

AT PINE BLUFF, ARK.

Will locate and interview NELL WILLIS in order
to substantiate information set out in enclosed teletype.

MEMPHIS DIVISTION _

AT MEMPHIS, TENN.

Will attempt to locate and interview SONNY
(LNU) in order to either prove or disprove the information
contained in enclosed teletype.
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