
TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-696) DATE: 6/20/69 

// I 
FROM ·1 i /SAC, MEMPHIS 

~I 

(44-1987) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURK IN 

Re Knoxville letter to Bureau, 6/10/69. 

JERRY RAY has been located and interviewed and 
has been uncooperative. Knoxville should discontinue 
efforts to interview JERRY RAY. 

'2)- Knoxville 
½ - Memphis 

JCH:jap 
(3) . l/~?tt-~ 

SEARCHED ________ INDEXED 
SERIALIZED ~D. _ ~-

J LJN 2 01969 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7 /15/69 

Transmit the following in --------=------:,-,.------,--,----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_E_L_E_T_YP_E __ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) 
MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM KNOXVILLE (44-696) 

MURKIN. 

A PETITION FOR CERTIORARI IN CASE OF STATE OF TENN. 

VS. JAMES EARL RAY FILED IN COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS AT 

KNOXVILLE, TENN., JULY NINE LAST. PETITION HEARD BEFORE 

COURT AT KNOXVILLE TODAY AND PETITION FOR CERTIORARI DENIED 

AS NOT WELL TAKEN.,. u "~, bd CPf /ec;. VF p-elrlr u-:-1s 

~ t ~11hv l,;?R1 'n7 rorwtJcr.l.eqJ. p $,✓ -

JDJ/pjw 
( 1) 
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DIDC'fOR. PBI (44-3886&1) 

SAC, UO.XVILLB (44-696 (P) 
:' 

NUldCIII 

7/29/69 

•• Knoxville t~letype to aareau. dated 7/15/69. 

A• set fortll in referenced teletype. a Petition 
for certiorari in t1'e caH of the State of 'l'enneane verau 
JMBS Bl.RI. MY we.a filec1 lla the court of criainal Appeals. 
Knoxville, 'fenne•-• 7/9/69. ftia petition vaa heard 
before the e011rt at ICRGxville, Tenneaaee. on 7/15/69. 
and aertiorari waa denied as not well takea. 

'fllre are encloaed herewith for the INreau. and 
Melllphia one copy each of the following petitions and 
accOllp8.llying papera filed in connection with thia appeal. 
to witta 

(1) Anaillary Petition For certiorari 
(2) Petition Por Writ of certiorari 
( 3) Defendant' a llrief 
(4) Reply To Petition rorce.rtiorari 
(5) Order of the cout Denying certiorari 

w 

:f ~ -'::::~:',: __ <JtL 
l (\ INDEXED ---

Fl LED __,,, 
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DDBCmJt. PU (44-38861) 9/30/69 

SIC• JCa:'IXVu.r...-

Jte SIIGllYille lKter to ..... 7/29/69. 

A nview of 1:lle ___,,ill• file COIICeDWII t.lda 
aal»jact. •--- that JIO un9ftlpti• r111■ iM to N .... 
in tlut .._.ille DiYiaia at die prttNDt tiaa. 

!'Ilia file i• lleiag plaoel 1a a aloa.t atilt.• 
at KIIOaville. 

2-~ 
2 - II I ;h!• (44-1987) 
1 - IOIG1Wi11e 

Jlltllllll 
(5) 

Sea,-ched....- ------

1 ~/ 

Sertolized ,- -- -

lndex:e<L----= 

ll'Kad 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1' ', ,, •. 
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I 

(Mount Cllpplng In Space Below) 

I 

) 
I 

. !Ray C1

ompf ai'nt • 
Is Dismissed 

NASHVILLE, Jan. 31 18-A 
Federal fudge Friday dismissed 
James . Earl Ray's complaint 
that his constitutional rights 
were violated by m~mum se­
curity confinement in the Ten• 
nessee State Prison here. 

u.s. Dist. Court Judge wn .. 
liam E. Miller, did, however, 
give formal approval to a "work 
plan" designed .to give Ray, ~e 
admitted killer of Dr .... ~ 
Luther King Jr., more i!terqse 
and recreation. ·· 

Ray, who is serving a ~year·· 
sentence for King's slaying, con­
tended in a Dec. i9 hearing be­
fore Miller that his rights were 
being violated and his health im-
pai:rr ff' bLf llOlitudJi - ~ 
ness. 

/ 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and elate,) 

,, 1 P, V,1\10\.'V T l,T ,l~ 
~:WS•!;F.NTINr.:l, 

l<NO'<"lLL'.~ , TENN. 

Pt.\r.F.: ,,t_ 

31- ?O 
Dalo:;- , ·· 

Cdlllonl roMF.; 
Author: 

/ 

E:dllorl 

Tllle1 

R/\J,1'1' L. MtLJ,ETT 

Characlert 

or 

Ciani llcallon I 

Submllllnq OlllceJ(N(lXVlLJE 

0 Bslnq lnve ■ Uqatnd 

.· i 
\., 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
' 
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. ',\ 
•4 ~ - -.._/ .... ..._, \.._) 

?:=.~1-~C S. 1"'('::::.- (l.T~I) 
- .L~:~;:.:- :~::;·I R:i)\ :if~cr ~~n. 
c-L"'.~• •• ··::'.:•-:: year at the st:1te 
-,,,,_,:, ::.: _,., .-- :-,· ~:t 1\.::1~::.v:llc. 
:1:l'-\·,~_:_ ,l~,L1\' ll) ·:·:," st~uc·s 
i·.-:.::-.:: .: .,:.:: : \',',ii·it~/ f.1,·:lity 

~·_. ;,:·;-:\·i:d :)'/ '\.'~1r about 
,·.: ,:,,l .1.:r:. (1~:s .. 1')

0

" .S:i.'.d \V:d­
~-1. .. ·2 }'Ic·,)1.l, a:-:~;:-~:.~;:H ro:·~·.:·~-­
t:o:: ,.:or::n::ssiL):1Cr ~·cir .. :\. ... 1C 

s:.-.;~e c2:~ in o:-.c cf·_:-.: 
:>:cs/, ?~~cc. s~~:::. 

:".~cc:-.~ c;.S ,:'::'.') ;; 
:. ::::-:.. _:.. __ ·_ ~! ..... ,/2:, 

~ ... : ii v,·G:.~ ):(.· 
·Jut V.'C: .i0.1't . 
,,,:>.:~~ :.--."': .. ·p 

"l·.ct....: .. 
o:~ 1-.~1·-~ 

..... =- --~• .. 
~•I,., ~ .......... ~• I 

(·:-".2:-'S .~:-·~. 

c:::·e .. -2:~ .·· 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below} 

~·'" l::c:.~)t:s, ·;~~c-~,a1·<l J. 
:1y,1n, one of R.:y's ,,aor-
ncy:,, saiJ: , 

"lr it \v1!i accorc.. J:.1rr1cs 
E~ri :-,z~y rnorc .frc<:G:-)(11 cl 
.. 11ovc rnc~-.t ,vithin 1.hr. ·i1:ison 
•n0,p-ulad0:·1, n1y rcJ.CL~c ... 1 ·:s 
()nc ol :1.r :·,~·1Jval. I __ h,t-vc al--
1·c~~l~V Gi,::;ci.LSCcl vn~.1 .J(:n:c: 
Eari" :-{:iy 1..:i1c pc.-..;siti::l.y -::if ~ 
tLrns,·cr to Emshy Mcur.tz:in 
-a:-id tl1i.:; :s his rcac~ion also. 

"Cc,·L:,in!y ,at a·il timcs­
J.im_;s E:,1:l R1y will a!)rdc 
by J:c ;,"·;,:e,n ntks and. rcgu· 
Ln!o!:s ,..:rL~iaing to custo-­
<li:J care 01· the inmates." 

l\;iv i~; .~crvin.•: ~,~ y1.~:1r~ for 
1; 1, .. : .. , • ... :·Di'. M:,:-,111 Lu-
t:.,- ... >: J :., :1l ~\dc111 1Jl1is, 
t ,,_ 

_-,.l,-

'.,. 

_ -.:pa_.;, ,.::...:C G-'2:11S· 

'"'nd L::.: :,o un-

·:vut 0.1c., j -:- __ , .. ·) ,~Lr ... 
ti:--::c l:2 ~0.11--

p.·. 

~,,_; <,.',;:f ~l~~­
'.-'., ,:;-ic. 

:·,.:i 

.~~:'.- :· • ... v:: .. J1.1~~·12C. 

~:,i.l!Cl~:.:- t:J .. { :l1~~ 
,:ot :,: .... ~-- ·1.. .. ..:·l :~-il~r 

... ·: s:ate :,. ,: ... ::tia,·y. 
.,. ·:cia:s s:.ii,~ ;'.,at :1is 
• -,1,-as a i:~1ed at pro­
t,iS cwn ~a:'2ty a:id 

\ (Inaicate page, name of 
newspaper, city ana state./ 

Page 37 
Memphis Press­
Scimitar 
Uemphis, Tennessee 

Da:e: 3-25-70 
Ed.Lon: FJ}:AL 

i Sciirnr: CHARLES SCfil<"'EIDE:::! 
i Tit~e: 

L'L"RKIN 

Character: 

or 

C"'assification: 

1 Submitting Otfice: 

D Being Ir.vest.~qated 
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tcushv },!ountain ' S t a t e' 
prison became a maximum 
security unit for the state 
las.: September, ancl Flood 
says that plans are being 
fo:-mulated to set up some 
kind of prison industry at the 
far 1~.it ,,. 

f.t im::sent, there is little 
avanablc for the prisoners 
except work in the laundry, 
and work details in the din­
ing :·00;,1, th-:: prison library, 
and <loing mafotenance work 
around the ll)rison. 

Flood s:i:cl ,that a shoe 
r,,:tr: .. Ltc'.liring industry is 
bc:n_:_,; ,.:01is,1.kred for th(; Pet­
:.,:: facility. 

-...,.s. Di,ttict Cou,L Jud.;::e 
V.l'illi:.1!", l~. !';filler ordered 
tl1(· Ubcra/izc)d ,vurk p:·n-

,.i•n for R.1y aftc·r ti;i· pris­
P111·1· co111p!,iin<'d hit!'-·rlv 
aJ,•:1i :•.,: t,·s".:lmcnt. Ii:: :,,,id, 
.,.11, -,:h,: thin."s, t:1d hi:, 
l., ·!·1:,·.H ~·1,i1::titn! 1 ",: cn:1'l 

.. hu,11~1!· .. :nish1r1l•nr.. 
,.,,.'. '.' c,uit the pro~ram 

~
11:._r~c.:~:i { aii~ sent a series of 

bl:, 'e:·ing ;,: 'ters to state of­
fic• .: 0,:·· plaining of ha-

•.,.. ; ,r <luti:·, .,t the 
pri:-,o:~ '.\ ::. · rn intiw~ :l,r• cor­
ridors enc: h,:lping s-:r"\,.: o~h-­
cr prisGrc-rs food. 

Ray -:,n1p\1incd o; con-
SWI,c 

his v 
:;.iid ,., , 

: .i ·t;ptions durin6 
rTiso1~ of;ici:1!s 
, 1,1'.d u::, :, , .-~.: t n:i 

tl~c c(,:;q/:1 .ning b;,1l ~h~ll l10 

other prisoners were allowed 
to be in the corridor whc:1 
Ray wa:; .. ,.•:·c. 

Ray v.'as ~ran.s.f2~·re:d tl_: 
Naslwil:c ::·om l'v:crnu'.1is 
March :::.. u0 clay after he 
pleaded : .:'::y to the King 
assassinat,cn. 
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s-a1-70 

TO: , JIii (6 ....... 1) 

.... •• c..._un, • 
LI I Sl!I -1-- fol' ud--tloll el tile a11 ■- 1a lllH!lplfer 

011-11111 Nfl.Nti.1111 .....,_ fd ·- ... M'I' fNll 1'1001••· 
.......... 1a17 ............ :1.a ........ t ...... . 'le••••••• ,..._, ••o••••• .. ta 1111 u. -.111.e ltl.S.tea. 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

Bu) St.rving 
As Janitor At 
Brushy Mountain 

PETROS, Tenn. (AP) -
James Earl Ray spent Friday, 
the eve of the 2nd anniversary 
of the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr., working as a jani­
tor in Cellblock C of Brushy 
Mountain State Prison. 

Ray is serving a 99-year sen­
tence in the state's maximum se­
curity prison here for the sniper 
slaying of the civil rights leader 
in Memphis n tApril 4 1968. 

"He's a caretaker in Cellblock 
C, which he shares with about 41 
other black and white inmates," 
Warden Lewis Tollett said. "It 
is janitorial wort." 

Tollett said Ray, who was 
brought here March 25 from the 
main state prison in Nashville, 
had JD.ade a quick adi!;stment to 
tire i'ffiitin~ at Brushf1\!106i1timt. 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

.The Knoxville 
Journal 

.Knoxville 0 Tenn 

.PAGE 7 

CITY 

W. F. CHILDRESS 

Classification: 
,_, !, C,-tjt 

KNOXVILLE Submitting Office: 

D Being Investigate_d 

I 
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I. 

,,__. cu,,,., •• s, ... ..... , 

Wrif As,s, To.'free rr& 

King Case Witness 
BO LIV AR, Tenn., July 25 tm-­

A writ of habeas corpus has been 
filed in Hardeman County Cir­
cuit Court, charging 'that the 
Shelby County d{strict attor­
ney's office had a witness sbut­
tled -off to a mental hospital 
rather than allow her.to testify 
in the murder of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King.Jr; . 

The· writ' was filed by Charles 
M; Murphy Jr., a Memphis law­
yer, on behalf of Mr$. Grace E. 
Waldron, .alS(J · known a_s Mr,. 
Grace E; Stephens. 

On the night King was slain in 
Memphis, Mrs. Waldron was a 
resident of the rooming house 
where James Earl Ray alleged-
ly fired the shot, . 

Murphy claims that immedi­
ately after the shooting Mrs. 
Waldron saw a man leave the 
bathroom. iroll) where the shot 
c~tf pp,.did not fit. Ray's de-
sc on. • _, ,. 

Undlc:••• pa9•, •-• of 
••••pa .. ,, cllJ .. d ••••••) 

111 ~ ~O'\"V Tl,T ,V. 
----,q1o:ws-~ ~~TI tif:J .. 

l(NO~'lLL~ , TENN. 

PAOF.: 5' 

t>a••· '}-,,;L ~- 70 

Edlllo•1 r~ 
Aalhot1 
Edit•" P..AJ,rr ·L. 
Tlll•1 

Charaatatt 

Ot 

Claaalltc•Uon• 
1.a.uua, OlfloaftNOXVlLJ & 

D a.,., '""••"tat" 

I 

I 

••' ... -···-~--·· -· ·•--·•---····· ···-----·----.-s·EA_R_C_H[""o""· _--= ........... =~ 
':, )~RIALJ_ 

,i j 

I 
. I 

I 
I 
I 

.• •t·•· 
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,,__, Cllppl119 In Space hlaw) 

I I I 

c) 

(lndle••• pa99, -• ol 
n•w•papet, elly -d ••••••) 

111 ~ ~n'\'VTM,l'. · 
'""""""":ws-~ F.NTI l'iF.:J., 

l<.NO'l''lLL!., TENN. 

P.AOF.: 

Edlllon1 J~C'JME 
Aa•hori, 

EdllOtl 

TIii•• 

Ch11tt1Cllet1 

Of 

ClaHllleallonl 

, .. uua, 0111nftNOXVlLJB 
□ ..... , ........... .. 

,., . 
FBI - KNOXVIL 

I 
! 

....... 

I, ,. 
I ' 

I 

,· 

' 

:J: 
I. r 

·:, 
.1 l ,j 

.; ,. 

I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I<noxville, 'l'ennesaee 
December 31, 1970 

JAMES EARL RAY, also 
kn.own as, 
DR. MARTXN LU'I'BBR KING, JR. -
VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - COJfSPIRACYr 
UHLAWFUL FLIGJft' TO AVOID 
COIQ'INBJIBN'l' - ROBBERY 

on December 31, 1970, warden Lewiss. Tollett, 
Brushy Mountain State Pri■on, Petros, Tenneasee, advised 
James Earl Ray, the convicted killer of the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr. is incarcerated at Brushy Mountain State 
Prison. warden Tollett stated a Christmas greeting had 
been sent to Ray addressed to •11r. Jaa• Barl Ray, in care 
of Federal Prison System, Memphis, Tennessee, united States 
of America.• 

.Tollett advised this piece of mail had been 
forwarded to his prisan and noted the envelope bore what 
la believed to be a registry number 4808 :fram Walton-on-Thames, 
in Great Britain and was aeat by airmail. 

warden Tollett stated the back of the envelope 
contains a return addressa 

•11r. William Paton caan 
ex AP 19873139 
White Willows 
~ricket way 
Weybridge, 
Surrey, Great Britain 

Tollett stated the bottoa of the envelope on the 
reverse aide contains a message: 

•p.s. Colonel Glen Hemplaman 
has aaid he will vouch for 
•Y innocence, 437 M.A.w. 
Charleston, South Carolina" 

)fARCHED__,.--
. /'.' , ,· 

Sl:R.\ALIZED~- .. -· · 

'INDEX'.) 

~IL"' .. JTT ._1,., 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMES EARL RAY, 
DR. MARTIN LlJ'l'HBR KING, JR. -
VICTDI 

warden Tollett advi .. d the Christmas card contains 
a printed greeting under which was the follcwiag: 

"Jlerry Cbrisuaaa Mr. Ray 
from William Paton caan 
• of the original •Bric 
Star.o Galt." 

The baek of the card contains this -•sages 

"Dear Mr. Ray, I de net 
apprcwe of capital punishment. 
I belieye that I probably did 
not shoot the Reverend Martin 
Luther 1tin9. I wrmld like to 
aee you reei"• a fair, open, 
honest, Mrcif•l trial. I 
belieye that my brother Michael 
Jlowlin caan probably did not 
shoot the Reverend King either. 
Yours truly, William Paton caan.• 

warden Tollett stated inside the front cover of 
the greeting card i• the follawb9, 

•p. •. I do ~ lika the lUu Klux 
Clan. Please to not publizise 
this Christaaa cai!7 It could 
start a race war, then a civil 
war, and than World war three. 
cool it Man, I have aTot of 
frie.nds. tJse·yoar head, turn 
around what'• in it. Cool it. 

-2*-

This docwaent contains neither reemunendation nor conclusions 
of the PBI. It is the property of the PBJ: and is loaned to 
your agency, it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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FD-365 (Rev. 10-1-68) 

FBI 

Date: 12/31/70 
Transmit the following in _____________________ ....., 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_ffi_T_E_L ______________________ __, 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
To: Director, FBI (44--38861) ATTENTION: 

From: SAC, IQIQXY!J.f.JS (44-696)1iJ CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 

Subject: S'AMBS EARL RAY, aka, D DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 
DR. MARTIN Ll'JTBER laJIG, JR. -

VIC'.l'IM 
CR - COJIISPIRACYr 
Btr-R- ~y (~fPPHISb CRA-64 

D PA OPE DPF DE 
oBM DBM-Threats o Racial Matters 

□ Klan □ Organization 

Summary of Complaint: 

OD 12/31/70 warden LSWIS s. 'l'OLLBTT, _Brushy MO\lllt&in 
state Priaon, Petro "Mnnas -he--!lac! received a 
Christmas card aai d a ton-on-'l'h-■ , GB. 'l'hi• card 
was addresNd to • :AMJIS EARL RAY, Federal Prison System, 
Memphis, ftn-..... a1, contained a greeting and note from 
Wl:LL The card indicated CAAR was "IJ of the 

g al Bric S o lt." CAAll noted neither be nor hi• 
brother shot the ......... ··-rend JalfG and advised hie brother was 
MICHAEL NOWLDT 

warden 'l'OLLB'l"l' stated the eavelope contained a 
message that a Colonel GJJDl HIMPLBMAlf would vouch for his, 
CA.AN'• innocence, and HIMPLEMAJJ's apparent address is 437 
M.A.w. Charleston, South Carolina. c~ further indicated ,t / bad a former service number of AP 19873139. 

o/ACTION: UACB: 
Q No further action being taken and 

2 - Bureau ~ LHM enclosed O Copy furnished to USA -----r/ __ 

(Enc• 4 ) □ LHM being submitted 6 
2 - Memphia1Bnc.2) R t b . b ·tt d 1 - boxville D epor e1ng su m1 e ~- . ·. ·-·. /:' 

/kca □ Preliminary investigation instituted , __ ::..:.-
( ) □ Limited investigation instituted 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M 
'.'.; i .;Ji-----~ Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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