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exception. The bureau had 
said the fugitive  took 
dancing lessons in New 
Orleans in 1964 and 1965, 
but this was an error since 
the suspect was in prison 
at the time.   

Authorities said Ray did 
attend a Long Beach danc-
ing school and a Los 
Angeles bartender's school 
during a three-month peri 
od starting last December, 
as previously reported by 
the FBI. 

A 1960 prison photo-
graph released Friday by 
the FBI and a "Gait" photo 
d i s t ributed Wednesday 
show a striking similarity, 
despite some noticeable 
differences. 

Galt was described as 
white, between 5 feet 8 
and 5 feet 11, weighing 
between 160 and 170 
pounds. Ray wasde-
scribed as white, approxi-
mately 5 feet 10, weighing 
between 163 and 174 
pounds with blue eyes and 
brown hair. 

Several Aliases Used 

Gait was described as a 
"loner"; Ray as a "drifter." 
During two decades of 

arrests and convictions, 
Ray has used such aliases 
as James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and 
James O'Conner, in addi-
tion to Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Williani and Gait. 
A man who checked into 

the Memphis rooming 
house several hours before 
Dr. King was shot used 
the name John Willard. 
The Chicago police re-

cord of Ray indicates he 
was arrested May 9, 1952, !in the East Chicago Ave. 
district and charged with 
armed robbery. He was 
indicted by a Cook County 
F grand jury, tried in Cri-
minal Court and convicted 
June 4, 1952. He was 
sentenced to   to 
two years at the Illinois 
I Penitentiary at Joliet. 
j On July 7, 1952, he was 

1-1 

transferred to a state pen-

al institution at Pontiac, 

' Ill., from which he was 
discharged March 12, 1954, 

at the end of his term. 

;. Ray's army record was 
tainted, too. After enlist-
ing at East St. Louis, Ill., 
in 1946—at the age of 17— 
he was sentenced to three 
months hard labor for 

'drunkenness and breaking 
arrest. 
He was given a general 

discharge in December, 
1948, due to "ineptness 

and lack of adaptability 
for military service," the 
FBI said. 

Born March 10, 1928, in 
Alton, Ill., a suburb of St. 
Louis, Ray "has claimed 
that he attended school 
through the 10th grade," 
the Bureau said. 
Alton Police Chief Willi-

am Petersen said Ray had 
a record there dating back 
to 1949 and going through 
1959. He said Ray was 
'chargwith armed rob-

bery there, but was not J 
brought to trial because 
before the trial could he 
held he was convicted in 4 
St. Loui 

The robbery charge in 
Alton, he said, involved 
Ray and "an elderly gen-
tleman" who stuck up a 
grocery store. Other char-
ges in Alton involved traf-
fic violations, vagrancy 
and burglary.  . 

: Petersen said that al-
though Ray claims to have 
gone to the 10th grade in 
Alton, the superintendent 
of schools reports there is 
no record he attended 
school there. Ray told 
authorities in Los Angeles 

he had attended school 
across the river from Al-

k ton in Ewing, M'  
Petersen said he remem-

bered Ray as "a dirty neck 
individual." He said he 
would call him a "har-
dened criminal." 
A small scar on the 

center of Ray's forehead 
and a scar on the palm of 
his right hand were re-
ported Friday by the FBi 
for the first time. 

' Agents declined to an-
swer all other questions 
about evidence, including 
results of ballistics tests 
on a rifle found at the 
murder scene or the 
source of fingerprints that 
led them to Ray. .- -  
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - October 1967 and in Long Beach, nois—did not have a Southern I 

FB1giave been given  acc from December 1967nt. "Jim didn't  
new identification for the man February 1968. cept a little prison home brew," 

they seek in the assassination of But during the time Gait al- said the convict, who asked noti 
to be identified. "He neverJ 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., but legedly took dancing lessons in talked about himself very much 
the new identification seems to New Orleans, Ray was serving and never expressed any liking1 
have muddled even more the part of a 20-year term for for music, dancing and he wasi 
mystery of who fired the single armed robbery in the Missouri too tight to gamble." I 
shot that killed King here the State Penitentiary at Jefferson Gait seemingly was a free1 
night of April 4. City. spender. Aside from the dancingj 
The FBI had issued a conspir. At the time Gait was attend- lessons, which cost him abouti 

acy warrant last Wednesday for iiig a bartending school in Cal!- $500 in California alone, he paid 
Eric Starvo Gait. Two days lat ornia, a duplicate Alabam$ 2000 cash for a white Mustang 

the agency said a comparisor river's license was maile tp d hat is now impounded in Atlan-
1.  

ff fingerprints found in the King 
investigation revealed that Gait 

in reality was James Earl Ray, 
a 40-year-old escapee from a 
Missouri prison. 

A murder warrant issued here 
in Gait's name subsequently 
was amended to carry the name 
of Ray. 

The second identity was only 
the latest in a series of puzzles 
which have surrounded the few 
lnown facts of the investigation. 

Witnesses who said they sa1 

I 
tie alleged assassin flee the fIoj 

house from which the fatal buiL 

let was fired said he appeared 

to he between 26 and 32 years of 

age. The FBI's Wednesday an-
nouncement said Gait had given 
his birth date as July 20, 1931— 
which would make him 36. Fri-
day the FBI said Ray was 40. 

The FBI also said Gait was 
said to be an avid dancer and 
took dancing lessons in New Or-
leans in 1964 and 1965, in Bir-
mWauring Sept i1 

mi at a rooming house in Bii 
mingham. - 

The woman who runs the flop '" 

house here said the man to 

whom she rented a room just 
three lours before King was 
slain had a Southern drawl. The 
FBI said Gait liked country and 
Western music and drank beer 
and vodka. 

In Jefferson City, an inmate 
of the Missouri prison, who said 
he "ran around" with Ray, said 
tRY1istel as a native of liii-

4. 

Ia, and attended the bartending 
'school. 
"He was tight as a tick," the 

Missouri convict said of Ray. 
"Boy, if you owed him money, 
even a few cents, he'd bug you 
to death." 
The penitentiary inmate said 

he did not think Ray was the 
kind of man who would kill for 
profit. And the warden, Harold 
Swenson, who remembers Ray, 
added, El's odd, but I won't be-
lieve he did it ( killed King) until 

s ujuveji. '-_- 
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Gait Alias: 

Did Others 

Use It? C 
Combined Wire Services 
Widely varying descrip-

tions given by witnesses to 
newsmen and to the FBI 
have prompted speculation 
that Eric Starvo Gait was a 
"cover" name used by sev-
eral men in a conspiracy to 
assassinate Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. 
The Federal Bureau of 

Investigation said Friday 
that Gait really was James 
Earl Ray, a 40-year-old es-
caped convict whose identi-
ty was traced through "a 
systematic and exhaustive 
search of latent finger-
rints." r 

* * 

RAY, THE FBI said, es-
caped from Missouri State 
Penitentiary on April 23, 
1967, after serving seven 
years of a 20-year sentence 
for armed robbery and car 
theft in St. Louis. 
The FBI released 1960 

prison photographs of Ray 
that bear a close resem-
blance to pictures of Gait 
taken in 1968. 
However, the FBI's de-

scription of Gait does not 
match that given by earlier 
witnesses in the case. 

Prior to Friday's bulletin 
0,n Ray, the descriptions 
from witnesses who had 
known Gait in the past six 
months had inc'uded: 
—A long-nosed man in 

his late 20s who was seen 
in Memphis at a rooming 
house from which the shot 
was fired that killed Dr. 
'King. 

—A 30-year-old, quiet-
spoken man who talked 
about the weather at a 
Birmingham rooming house 
last fall. 
—A 36-year-old " 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

dancer" who bought rifle 
in Birmingham and who 
took dancing lessons in 
New Orleans at the -time 
when James Earl Ray was 
imprisoned in Missouri. 
THE WITNESSES who 

saw Gait at a Memphis 
rooming house the day 
King was slain said that he 
was 5 feet 11 inches or 6 
feet tall, slender, weighing 
165 poünds, with sandy 
hair. The oldest estimate o 
his age was 32 years, the 
youngest 26. He was said to 
have a long pointed nose 
and a Southern accent. - 

At a Birmingham room 
Ing house where Gait lived 
for six weeks last fall, h 
was described as being 
feet 10 inches tail, weighing 
175 pounds, with brown 
hair and a slightly Southern 
accent. He was described a 
being about 30 years old. 
The first FBI description 

of Gait, which came princi 
pally from a gun dealer in 
Birmingham w h e r e Gait 
bought a rifle and a gun 
dealer in Memphis where 
he bought a pair of binocu-
lars, was not precise. 
The FBI description that 

was released Wednesday 
night said that Gait was be-
tween 5 feet 8 inches an 5 
feet 11 inches tall, weighed 
about 160 to 175 pounds, 
.wa of medium build, and 
had brown hair and blue 
eyes. 
THIS  description said 

that his birth date was July 
20, 1931, a date that the 
FBI apparently got from an 
application that Gait made 
for an Alabama driver's li-
cense. The FBI said that 
Gait's voice has a "rural" 
tone. 
James Earl Ray was de-

'scribed as being 40 years 
old, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
weighing 163 to 174 pounds 
with blue eyes and brown 
hair. The FBI said he had a 
scar in the center of his 
forehead and on the palm 
of his right hand. 

) 

I 

I 

I 

Ray has an arrest rec'ord 
dating at least to 1949 
when he served time in Los 
Angeles  on a burglary 
charge. This followed his 
discharge from the Army. 
He served as an enlisted 
man from February 1946 to 
December 1948 when he re-i 
ceived a general discharge 
for ineptness and lack of 
adaptability. 
HIS ARMY RECORD 

f showed a three-month sen-
tence at hard labor for 
being drunk and breaking 
arrest, the FBI said. 
Th e bureau's dossier on 

Ray indicates he has been a 
drifter since he left school 
in the 10th grade at Alston, 
Ill. 
He has worked as a bak-

er, laborer and color match-
er. 

In 1952, according to the 
FBI, he was convicted in 
Chicago for armed robbery 
and served two years in Jo-
liet and Pontiac, Ill, state 
prisons. In 1955, he was 
convicted of forging U.S. 
postal money orders in Mis-
souri and was confined to 
Leavenworth penitentiary 
until 1958. 
Ray was sent to the Mis-

souri State Penitentiary on i 
March 17, 1960 and spent 
some time in September 
1966 in the maximum secu-
rity wd at the state hospi-
tal in Fulton, Mo. 
THE FBI SAID Ray has I 

listed his birth date as 
March 10, 1928, and his 1 
birthplace as Ilinois. The 

'city clerk at Alton, Ill., Paul 
A. Price, said a James Earl 
Ray was born there on 
March 10, 1928, I 
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Hunt in 
Odd Turn 
In Florida 

with,. Ray—whom he knew as 
Eric Starvo Gait. 

Stein, who went to New , 
Orleans to pick up his sister's 
two children, rode with Ray but 
they returned to Los Angeles I 

separately. 
Stein said Ray carried an 

extra set of license plates in the 
auto on the deck under the re 
jvindow. The song writer said 4 

is investigated to see wh41 
chid of plates they were 

i,: The white 1966 Mustang Ray 
as driving had Alabama 

The FBI in Tallahassee, Fla., plates at the time of the 

has issued a preplexing pickup tr 'P Stein said. 
order to Florida law enforce- r Stein reported that Ray 
mant agencies asgink them to appeared to spend money freely 
be on the lookout for Eric. Star- I during the journey. However, 
vo Calt, wanted for "civil rights when one of the tires on the 
conspiracy." Mustang wore thin, Ray bought 

The flier said Gait—object of a used tire for only $4 as a 
an intense manhunt in the 6-placement.,  

assassination of Dr. Martin "i think he knew then and 
Luther King Jr.—had used the there he wouldn't he keeping 
aliases of Harvey Lowmyer and 
John Willard but it did not 
mention the name James Earl 
Ray. FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover has said Ray and Gait 
are one and the same man. 
On April lithe FBI sent out a 

similar order in Florida, but it 
was cancelled within minutes 
and the FBI later indicated that 
it had been, issued by mistake. 

In Los Angeles, the FBI wag— 
reported trying to find a blonde 
woman who was dating James 
Earl Ray before Ray. disap-
peared from Southern Califor-
nia. 
The FBI office declined to 

comment on the report. 
However, the woman was 

known to have been with Ray in 
a Hollywood bar one evening 
during the second week in 
March—one of the last times 
Ray was seen in the area before 
King's assassination. 
FBI agents have been making 

inquiries about her in Los 
Angeles, giving rise to conjec-
ture she might have traveled 
with Ray when he left. 
Meanwhile, Charles Stein, a 

free lance song writer, disclosed 
more details of an automobile 
tri ade in Decmber, from 
Los nge es to NeWO?Ians 

car,"  Stein ennieetiirrl. 

ployment as a seaman. He has 
ticeah1y protruding ieILr. 

He is reportedly a lone wolf and 

allegedly attended a dance 

instruction school and has 

reportedly completed a course 

in bartending. 

"Caution: Gait is sought in 

connection with murder, where-

in the victim was shot. Consider, 

him armed and dangerous." 

"1 just sent out the message 
as I received it," the officer 
said. 

The FBI would not comment 
on why the order was issued in 
Florida, or why it failed to 
mention Ray. 
Hoover said last week that an 

exhaustive check of fingerprints 
proved that Gait and Ray were 
the same man. 

Last week the FBI issued a 
warrant for Gait's arrest on 
charges of conspiring to violate 

'ix{g's civil rights. 
The lastes FBI order in Flor-

tda said: "Wanted by the FBI 
'for civil rights conspiracy, Eric 
Starvo Gait, alias Harvy Low-
yer and John Willard. 

"White male DOB (date of 
birth) 7-20-31, 5-5 to 5-11 inches 
tail, 160-75 pounds, blue or 
hazel eyes and brown hair. 

eupation: has claIm-
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Missouri State Penit 

ry by his brotlr,Jo 

day before escaping 
prison last year, Wrden 
Harold Swenson said 

Tuesday. 
In a telephone interview 

from the prison at Jeffer-
son city, Swenson said 
prison records showed it 
was the eighth time in five 
years that John Ray had 
visited his brother, who 
was serving a 20-year term 
for robbery. 
The warden added that 

there was no evidence that 
John Ray helped his 
brother. escape. 
Newsmen have been un-

able to find John Ray and 
the FBI refuses to say 
anything about him or 
whether they are looking 
for him. 

FBI Filed Complaint 
An FBI complaint filed 

April 17 accused Eric Star-
vo Gait, whom the FBI has 
since identified as James 
Earl Ray, of conspiring 
with "an individual whom 
he alleged to be his broth-
er" to violate the civil 
rights of Dr. King. The 
complaint did not name 
the individual. 

Memphis authorities al-
so have accused James 
Ray, in the name of Gait, 
of murder. 
Warden Swenson said 

prison records also sh 
'thaflay, another of 

.FD- 5O (Rev. 7-16-63) 
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Warden Says Ray Saw 
Brother Before Escape 

Reports There Was No Evidence of Help 
in Prison Break; Other Visitors Named 

BY JACK NELSON 
Times Staff 

ATLANTA—James Earl 

Writer 

lie suspect's brothers, vi 

Ray, the accused assassin sited him five times. Twknown relatives of , 

of Dr. Martin Luther suspect have said he has 
King, was visited ii the one other living brother, 

ntia- Max, a teenager. 
in, a Meanwhile, t h e F B I 
the ' continued a nationwide 

search for the suspect, 
who is believed to have 
abandoned a white Mus-
tang in Atlanta 12 to 14 
hours after the April 4 
assassination of Dr. King 
in Memphis. There is no 
report of his having been 
seen since early April 5, 
when several witnesses 
here reported seeing a 
man park the Mustang 
and walk off. 

Missouri prison records 
from 1960 listed John and 
Jerry Ray as residing with 
their grandmother, Mrs. 
Mary Maher, at 1913 Hick-
ory St., St. Louis, but a 
check by a Times reporter 
showed they had not lived 
there for several years. 
The Times also learned 

that  John Ray's school 
records in Ewing, Mo., 
show he was born on Feb. 
14, 1933. An uncle, Wil-
liam E. Maher of Alton, 
Ill., said he thought John 
was a migrant f a r m 
worker. 

Dates of Visits 
John, who apparently 

also went by the nickname 
Jack, has a middle name 
which Maher said he 
thought was William. 
However, Swenson said 
that on an application card 
for his prison visitor's p 
John signed his name ' and 
e middle name looks like 

Larry." 

--weñson said  John-
v1-sited his brother at• the 1. 
prison once in 1962, three 
times in 1963, three times 
in 1966, and once in 1967— 
on April 22, the day before 
the escape. He said he did 
not know the significance 
of the last visit, "but w 
saw no evidence that Johd 

,had anything to do wit 
the escape." Ray, whó 
worked as a baker in the 
prison, is believed to have 
escaped by hiding in a 
bread truck. 
Swenson said Jerry Ray 

visited his brother twice 
in 1963 and three times in 
1965. Jerry is believed to 
be in his mid-20s. News-
men also have been unable 
to find him. The brothers 
never visited Ray at the 
same time. 
William Maher has said 

that James Earl Ray who 
was born March 10, 1928, 
is the oldest of nine child-
ren and that as far as he 
knows six of Ray's broth-
ers and sisters still are 
living. He listed them in 
order of birth as James, 
Marjorie (who was fatally 
burned at an early age), 
John, Melba, Carol, Jerald, 
Franklin D. (killed in a 
1963 St. Louis automobile 
accident), Susan and Max. 
Maher said the three 

youngest children were 
taken away from their 
mother at an early age and 
placed in orphanages or 
foster homes. 

Was a Loner 

Swenson confirmed re-
ports of other witnesses 
that James Ray was a 
loner, but said that for a 
convict "he behaved and 
got along with other 
people very well." 

"I saw the guy a lot," he 
'said, "because he spent a 
lot of time in the recrea-
tion area, walking around. 
He didn't seem to associ-
ate with anyone nnrti. 

r—uiar. 
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