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On 4/2G/63, Ct~\RLES E. RI;ED, ~us iut~rviewed 
by Eli. L!L'Rl1Y 1: 0 a:LEr:~N co11ce1~l1ing l1is lt!!:ti";Jfl7,lga of tl1e p:t••esent 
lccv.t:J.on of J.P,;,_IES EAirr, PJ1..Y • 

It is noted th.at the !'ef qronccd t1;: letyp~ cor.rtv.:tns 
the ed-aress of ~~~IJ,. atJ 2~3 - 6·tn Stre;~:;-;;·, r,:r-:(l~son,- IJ.l:t120:ts • 
'1111is F:.c1d~e!3s e11!Jt1l<l tie co1st1•ect:acl ·to si2oy; fill)~D •s ndd.1->ezs 
as 202il - 6th stree-'c, 1:adisc:a, lllinoiG. 

R"lIED stated th~."'c he was at th-e Pontiac State FarJ;i, 
POntiac, Illinoiss in 1S52. lie s-t[!te<.i ·C11&.t l1c- en~to1-ed 
Uen:J1 .. d s·i;n te P·c-11:t--C(::n--ciar}r rit Ches·I;e1.,, I1.1inois, in 1~1.te 
·1,949 tintl -r1as st1!:t:3oe;t1.z11~;;1y_ t14)f~11fzpo1~ted t~ .Po11t:lttc _?J.~ison, 
Ponti-nc • IlJ .. i11{Ji .. s,. in lt!:te !950. He o-ca te1;Jd h0 1~enained 
thero oh a farm until he was 1·e:.:Q,sed 11:u:::rust 291 1952 .. 
n.EED ot~ted at the t{'t"l.C h'i? was en the p1--::i.son•:far:m, there 
we1·e· nbout J .. 50 p~~rsons \"Jor!~ing tl1e1,.e. lie sta·tr~tl t11at 
his job ,;;as to <leliver tho 12.~il to each tlo1·1:mtc;t·y da.ily 
an--tl tlrn. t he t~·::is :ff,;1iliar generally lvith every psrso:u 
loea ted on the fe;,ri'1 at th:1. t time • 

.._;_;- ,;t 

Whan ou~sticn.ed ,.a:hou-t th-a subject I r;;EEJ) stat-ed 
that he aces not ram11l _th-_e'•nnw.~ nor do;;-:S he rcr;m:l1ber~ 
associating with a perso:1:?. ns::1ed Jf1.1ms EAEJ .. P.AY. He stated 
that h~ t:ns f u:nilinr with th0\name sin co it hnd been in 
the news fr~q-:.1:::ntly iu recfcnt days, but it hn.tl 11ever c-01?1.e 
to. his attention until now th~t R.c'lY may h?...ve b-~en at 
Pontiac State F::t:t"'f.l w:i:i1e ho v:as there. Ee :ftrrther stated 
that he 'does_ not r\~:;all any po.rticul~r person t1ho 
m..ly ha vo. been f ricn,}s . with tho :,tn.lhJ ect. It is notep. :from 
the refcre.nced teletype that subject entored tha 
:farn at Pontio.c Au~ .. 1.ct 12, 1952. REED recalls that­
dismissed frcn Ponti~c, August 29, 1952. Ile stated 
he was 19 years old at the tine he was on tho farm. 

h-e -w---as 
that 

He f urthe:t" 
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rela.ted that he hns not kept in contnct ,7ith anyone 
he net \7hile Z:.t the r.1.rn ~nd knows 11othinz of the whereabouts 
of any of the illi-:?.,.;'1. tc3 v;no were inc2.rcez·a ted at the f ar.u 
\1hile he w~s there .. 

REED is described as: 

Age . Apprc:;:ima te ly 38 
Height 5' 6" 
Weight 140 
Hair Blonde, crew cut 
Eyes Blue 
Conple:ction Ruddish 

:Marital 
status 

Employer 

-

Li.nps due to a crippled right leg 

Single, lives ·with his mother 
at the above notad atldress 
S~tation worl:er 
riding on snni t£t ti.on trucbs 
in the 1'.'.adison-Granite City, Ill:Lnois area 

REED' has 5 brothers living in -the Madison-Grmli te 
City erea and 1 sister. It is noted frcm a c1~minal chock 
at the 1.!adison ·c'j_ ty PD that C.FIAR.1,t:S E·. ltBE:b has h2,d. so:1e 
credit problems ~s w~ll as being arrested for speeding 
and disorderly conduct since his release frcm Pontiac. 
(also from Granite City PD records) 

. · .. 

. •. . . • 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 

On May 2, 1968, Deputy Sheriff, JOHN BLIVEN, 
McDonough County, Macomb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH 
D. FOSDYCK no longer resides in Bushnell, Illinois, but 
resides in Macomb, Illinois. He stated that FOSDYCK has 
a criminal record and is holder of FBI #442 181 A. He 
advised that FOSDYCK is presently employed .by Burell 
Florists in Macomb, Illinois, and-resides at 321 College 
Street, Macomb, Illinois. He- advised that the record 
of FOSDYCK shows he was first arrested on October 14, 
1948, for tampering with a motor ve.hicle and has later­
arrests for robbery, petty larceny, auto larceny, 
probation vi.olation; however, Deputy BLIVEN advised 
that the last known arrest for FOSDYCK was on December 
3, 1954 when he was returned to the Illinois State . 
Penitentiary at Jolie-t, Illinois, for parole violation.· -

.He furnished the following physical description of 
FOSDYCK: 

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair <·· 
Eyes 
Build 
Education 

White 
Male 

5'10" ) 
155 pounds 
Black 
Brown 
Slen_der 
8th Grade 

On May 2, 1968, ELMER BURELL, OWn~r, Burell's Florists, 
Macomb, Illinois; advlsed that KENNETH D. FOSDYCK is-employed by 
him and has been for a number of years. He stated that FOSDYCK 
r~side~ at the Florist at 321 J~ollege Street, Macomb,---Iilinois-, 
and that during the past several years FOSDYCK has been working 
regularly. He advised that FOSDYCK was working during the 
period of March 27, 1968, through Apri.l 4, 1968; 

--lfj--
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A number of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were 
exhibited to ELMER BURELL. He advised that he has never 
seen anyone with FOSDYCK remotely resembling RAY. He 
also advised that he had never heard FOSDYCK mention RAY 
and felt certain that this individual had not been in 
Macomb in the recent past. 

On May 2, 1968, KENNETH D. FOSDYCK was interviewed 
·at 321 College Street,-Macomb, Illinois~ A number of photo­
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY were exhibited to FOSDYCK. FOSDYCK 
furnished the following information: 

. . . 

The photographs of JAMES EARL RAY are vaguely 
familiar to him as someone he has seen in the past. . . 

FOSDYCK advised that he (FOSDYCK) was assi~ned t9 
the· Illinois -Stab~ Penitentiary Honor· Farin at· Pon.tiac·, . 
Illinois, from September 15, 1952 until February 5, 1954. 
He advised that there was not a large number of individuals 
residing at this Honor Farm and it is quiet pos~ible that 
he knew JAMES EARL RAY vagu~ly durJng this period of time • 

. FOSD-YCK advised· that -he- cei-tainly has not seen RAY since 
February, 1954, and has had no information concerning RAY's 
whereabouts .. 

-'----,-----~-----~--~---------r--
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On 5/7/68 Chief of Police DEAN·WATSON, Kewanee, 
advised that he knew of. a DWIGHT ROWE having formerly 
lived in Kewanee, but advised that he had not seen him 
in years. He further advised that both of ROWE's parents 

. were deceased, but that he believed ROSE V. JACABSON, 111 
Hollis Street, Kewariee, was related in some way to ROWE. 

On 5/7/68 Mrs. RO~E V. JACABSON, 111. Hol~ist 
Kewanee, advised that DWIGHT ROWK was her first. husband's 
brother. She f'urther advised that ROWE quite often visits 
her children, but has not done so since the assassination 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. She has never heard him.mention 
JAMES EARL RAY. Mrs. JACABSON advised that ROWE presently 
resides at 905 Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois. 

On 5/7/68 attempts were made to contact ROWE, 905 
Third Street~ Green Rock, Illinois, but were unsuqcessful. 

On 5/8/68 DWIGH'):' PIERSON ROWE, 905 Third Street, 
Green Rock, Illinois, ad~ised that he had served time at 
Pontiac, Illinois, but.stat~d he did not remember JAMES. 
EARL RAY. He stated that to th~-best of his knowledge 
the first he had ever heard •,,Qf RAY was when his picture 
appeared in the newspapers iti regard to KING. ROWE advised 
that he met so many other men while in Pontiic using so 
many different names that he could have met RAY and not 
realized it. 

.. ,"\ ,Y ~ 'i 
- .. -· ;'""" ------- , .... -- -· -· 
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.. . . VI". . PRIOR THREATS AGAINST MAR'F,_!N Ll.JTHER- .KING, JR • 

- 152 -
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DAVID V .• .LANSDEN, Attorney,· Cairo, Illinois,· 
advised on April 27, 1968, that he has had BENNY K.· PI1'1KSTON, 
FBI #314 7-431 as a client on 2· or ~ occasions. LANSDEN 
states that PINKSTON is a heartless individual who professes to 
be a separationist and usually acquires small amounts of money 
from businessmen in the white community by soliciting 
donations in $1 and $2 ·amounts to promote his separation of the 
races program. 

LANSDEN stated that PINKSTON usually carries a 
quantity of JOHN BIRCH literature and distributes same 
and generally operates in the Sikeston, Missouri, or 
Forrest City, Arkansas area. 

LANSDEN was unable to recall any conversation wherein 
PINKSTON threatened the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
nor does he recall PINKSTON ever consulting him as to what 
might happen if he killed KING.1 LANSDEN states to the 
best of his knowledge, PINKSTON is probably in Forrest City, 
Arkasas where he has a mother and other relatives. LANSDEN 
stated to the best of his recollection, he last saw PINKSTON 
3 or 4 years ago. 

,:. 

- 153 
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VII. "INTEROFFICE" LOOKALIKES AND POSSIBLE SUSPECTS 

I 

' -

- 154 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 

A. VINCENT DE PALMA 
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On April 6, 1968, RONALD LORENZEN, Managing 
Editor, Times Democrat, Davenport, Iowa, advised he received a 
telephone call from EDWARD BUMGARDNER of 917 - 6th Avenue, 
EJ"ie., __ lllinois on A:gril _5_, 19_68., .HQMGARDNER adyised -him that _ 
the photograph displayed on teleyision of the assassination suspect 
appears to be that of one VINCENT DE PALMA. BUMGARDNER also 
advised that he is a former Minuteman and the assassination 
m~y have been committed_ by a member of the :Minutemen. 

- 156 -
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JUDITH LOTT, 1103 West North Crest, Peoria, 
Illinois, telephonically advised on April. 5, 1968, 
she viewed a composite drawing of suspect in slaying 
of captioned individual on Channel 25 WEEK television, 
Peoria, Illinois, which individual resembles CARL RICE, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. LOTT was described as: 

Race 
Sex 
Height 
Age 
Hair 
Eyes 
Weight 

White 
Male 
5' 11" 
32 
Blonde 
Blue 
155 pounds 

LOTT continued by saying RICE was previously 
involved in narcotics and racial matters. He attended 
Blake School, Minneapolis~ resided with father, Doctor 
CARL RICE, suburb of Edina, Minneapolis, approximately 10 
years ago. HARLEN BARRD, WEEK TV, Peoria, Illinois, advised 
the composite drawing of suspected slayer of captioned 
individual was shown on television April 5, 1968, which 
drawing was from UPI Wire,Photo Service~ 

- 158 -
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C. WILLIAM RAY KING 
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On April 7, 1968, Detective Sergeants JOHN COLEMAN 
and ROY WEST, Rock Island Police Department, advised an 
anonymous telephone call was received at the Police Department that 
a white male wearing gold colored clothing was at the Ft. · 
Armstrong Hotel in Rock !slang Illinois, either had a gun 
or -guns or nrade statements that he had killed someone 
or that he had been in Memphis, Tennessee, when :MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR.' was killed. The voice was very muffle4 and 
the exact comments could not be distinguished. 

Both proceeded to the Hotel wh~re they immediately 
located BILLY RAY KING whom they checked for a gun. In 
subsequent conversation, they determined that KING came 
from Louisiana and spoke very bitterly of MARTIN LUTHER 
KING.1 He stated he got what he deserved and when asked 
if he had killed him; this person responded that even if 
he had he wouldn't tell them. They decided to take him 
to the Police Department for further investigation • 

- 160 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATiOr~ 

Date A~)ril 11, 19GG 

BILLY RAY KING was interviewed at the noel;:· Island, 
Illinois I Police Department, by ROB~RT A. WICI;:';'/IllE and CII.:lftL:,;s 
E. SUITH who identified theusol ves as Special ~1gen ts of _-the 
FBI. KiiIG was warned of ids rights and he vtaived the1;1 as 
sho\·m on an executed warning and waiver f ori:1. 

BILLY RAY r(ING advised he has resi~1ec1 for ten years 
at 102 Arlington· Street, Lal:e Providence,. Lou:lsiana. }IG has 
been employed as· a deck hand on different boats in the r.Iississippi 
River· since he was 18 yea1~s of age. He stated for the last 
three months ho has been. employed as a·deck hand on a towboat 
for the K.GGWG Tovling Company out of Greenville, H_ississippi. 

He added that he had been injured on his boat 
approzima tely twenty days ago and had been· treated at the 
Greenville, Uississippi, General Hospital, but had been 
recupcra tini at his hor,le in Lake Providence, Louisiana • 

. He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat, which is 
the George Weathers, at Quincy, Illinois. His Personnel 
Director, JE.RitY WII.SON, with the K.G.W. Towing Company in 
Greenville, Mississippi, had given him an airplane ticket 
~rom Greenville, IJissi.ssippi, to St. Louis, Missouri, to 
Quincy, Illinois, for April 5, 1960; however, he determined 
that all planes wore full and was instructed to take a bus 
to I,!empbis, ·rrennosse-e, -to ca-tch-a plane· to S·t.- Louis. ·He·· 
left his home by Tra;i.lway Bus around noon on April 4, 1968 
and proceede~l to :rr10mphis, Tennesqee, which is about 175 
miles. He arrived in r.Iemphis sometime in the afternoon. 
probably around ~:oo·~.~; W~ile at the ~railway Bu~ Depot, 
the riots broke out due, "to the shooting of ~.IARTIN LUTHER · 
KINGq . He advised . that the :,hus depot was closed 1$- "There· 
was no busses allowed to l"eave -or e:iter and the people in 
the bus depot were forced t~ remain in the depot all night 
longo He advised that the depot was only two or three . 
bl:ocks from the Lori'll.ine Motel in Mero.phis~· Tennessee, where 
KING was· shot. He advised that he knows where this motel 
is located as_ he had stayed· there on previotis occasions: · 
He added that it was general ~nowledge in all the paper~ 
that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was in_Memphis and.stayine at 
the T.o.r.r.aine Motel. 

0 4-7-68 t "---'-----a Rock Island 

SA C'dARLES E. SMITH c.J(: 
_I_l_l_i_· n_· o;_i_s ___ File#_-_S_I_4_4_-_5_6_1 __ -_ 

/ I· 

SA ROBERT A. WICKWIRE by _____________ -"-_ , /ras 4-9-68 ·,," 
Date dictated __________ _ 

~.. . 
This document contains neither recommendations nol .. ..n'clusions of the FBI. It is the property'of the FBI and is; loaned lo your agency: 

It and its contents ere n<>t to be distributed outside your agency. 
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KING :stated that he did not shoot MARTIN LUTHER 
KING but hastily added even if he had done so, he would not 
tel1 0 He also stated that MARTIN LU'l'IIER KING got just what 
he deserved and that the people in the North are getting 
just whht they deserved on this racial problem as they 
caused the whole thingo When asked if he was a member·of 
the KKK, KING stated th?,t he was not a member. but also 
added even if he was, he would not tell. 

KING then stated during the early hours before 
dayb~eak, the busses started to ~ove and he was able to 
take a taxi to the airport. He·recalled that the fare 
was somewhere around $4065. When he arrived at the air­
port, he detcr~ined that there was only one plane that he 

· could ca tell to Quincy, Il°linois; however, this plane was 
full and he was placed on stand by. When the plane left 
and he could not g~t on, he then made a long distance 
telephone call to his boss J"ZRRY WILSON who then told him 
to catch a bus to StD Louis and a bus to Quincy where he 
could catch the boat. He advised that he took a cab back 
to the bus depot where he boarded a Trailway Bus for St. 
Louis, Missouri,. He advised this was early in the morning 
and arrived in St. Loi.tis sometinie around noon~ He theri · · 
caught a ~us :from Sto Louis fo Quincy; however, this bus 
made many different stops a11d he arrived· too late in Quincy 
to catch the boat.. He then t~ok_ another bus .to Roel{ Islan!l, 
Illinois, where he now ~waiting for the boat which is dµe to 
arrive at .12 :OO I)1idriigh t ~, ' . 

. KINGstated.'th;.;:·•l;,le owns a 1967 bright.blue Mustang 
which is. at his home at Lak~ :provid'Emce' Louisiana. He 
explained that the papers for this car are in the name of 
his friend TRAVIS SI-IEFFIELD 1 ·who lives apprmdmately three 
blocks away 011 Foster Street. He stated he bought this car 
from SHEFFIELD and is making the payments but he has not 
had the papers changed over:to his name. The car is at .his 
home. KING.also admitted tha:t he ·owned a :38 uistol and-a 

. shotgun· which are both at his·, home,. ~- · 

. The :following description was obtained from 
observation and interview: 

162 
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Name 
Sex 
Race 
Date of Birth 

. Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Ha:i,r 
Eyes 
Complexion 
Address 

Occupation 
Education 
Marital Status 
Employment 

Mother 
Arrests 

BILLY· ru~y KING 
Male 
White 

St. Joseph, Louisiana 
6llll . 
185 pound~ 
Dar1': Brown, Curly 
Blue 
Medium to ruddy 
l02'Arlington ~ 
Lake P1:..ovidence_, Louisiana 
Deck Hand, Towboit 
Seventh Grade 

Single 
KQG.TT~ Towing Company 
Greenville, Mississippi 
GERTRUDE FRITH 
Admits juvenile arrest 
before the age of 18 for 
assaulting a Negro police 
officer in Lake Providence, 
Louisiana, explaining he beat 
this officer with a pipe, served 
nine months in a reform school 
at Monroe, Louisiana; 
Admits arrest at tne age of 18 
for carr'ying a p.is tor at Lal;:e 
Providence 1 Louisiana,. fined 
$200.00 and $37~00 costs and 

~two yeais probation~ 

. ' 

_ ).63 -
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D. UNKNOWN SUSPECT 
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TOM MOSS, Chief of Police, Kankakee, Illinois, advised 
on April 5, 1968, he received an anonymous telephone call 
stating that a young white man staying at the West Lane Motel, 
Marion, Arkansas, had told a female employee of this motel that 
he was a Chicago police officer and that he was on his way 
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.' No further information 
was obtained from the anonymous telephone call. 

~WI~ 

; ....... -~- ..... 
t 
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E. ALLEN RICHARD THAYER 
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The Springfield, Illinois Police Department, on 
April 8, 1968, advised ALLEN RICHARD THAYER was in custody 
and that he fits the general description of the individual 
who shot .MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. THAYER interviewed 
this date by Bureau Agents and he advised he could 
not account for his whereabouts on the pertinent dates 
as pertained to this case. He did advise, however, 
that he had been traveling across the United States for 
several weeks and that to the best of his knowledge he was in 
Denver, Colorado on the day that he heard that KING had been 
assassinated. THAYER advised at no time was in in Alabama 
or Tennessee this year. THAYER and companion were traveling 
in a 1959 gold Chevrolet. · 

THAYER is described as: 

Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Eyes 
Complexion 
Tattoo 

Previous arrests 

5' 11" 
155 pounds 
Dark brown 
combed straight back 
Blue 
Dark 
Skull and crossbones 
left forearm 
Armed robbery 
Ontario Canda 
breaking and entering 

DOB 
Hartfordi Connecticut 

,,; ,; , I . . . 

\, Bristol, Connecticul. 
TIIAYER advised he ·knows nothing concerning the murder 

o:f KING nor bas he any animosities-toward KING. The Springfield 
Pol.ice Department filed charges-.. against THAYER for defrauding 
an innkeeper. & • • 

l67 -
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F • WILLIAM LOHMEYER 
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On April 9, 1968, discreet investigation was 
conducted re WILLIAM LOHMEYER, Route 1, Strawn, Illinois. 
Informati.on was developed LOHMEYER has been in the Strawn 
Illinois area, during the pertinent period re captioned 
matter. 

LOHMEYER is described as: 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Complexion 
Hair 

Build 

Occupation 

-

White 
Male 
43 
5' ·9" 
165 
Ruddy 
Brown 
Burr cut 
Medium - stocky 
round facial features 
Farmer 
Well respected in community 

- 169 
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J. J. TRARES 
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• 
JEROME J; TRARES, is described as: 

Race 
Sex 
DOB 
Height 
Weight 
Hair. 

Employer 

White 

~ 
hF 
230 pounds 
Brown, graying 
bald, front and top 
4 Sheryl Drive, 
East St. Louis (Caseyville) 
Illinois 
U0 S. Gypsum 
salesman of building materials 
to wholesalers 

Was in Memphis, April 2-4, 1968 
to contact BILL WOOD at 
lumber yard owned by 
JOHNSONS, owners, 
Holiday Inn Motel Chain 
Driving 1968 Green Ford 
4 door registered to 
u.s. Gypsum 

TRARES departed :Memphis at 4:00 P.M. April 4, 1968, 
arriving at residence 10:30 P.M. the same date· aft.er 
stop at Cairo, Illinois. 

' Due to varience ·,it;l physical and car description and 
departure time, he does not ~ppear identical to the 
unknown subject. ~- ~, 

\ 

' 
~ t 

'\t 
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B • UNKNOWN SUSPECT 
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i::.-!·:-i:1:t:1,~;_~::"JIJl :fo:,.10 ... · .... ~:1 "t.;::o :.:::1:J..! r~-:)}_~·:~:l!G r.·:..-:~::--/, (;,2,.::; (J~_;;_JJl~\f•:-_-::J 

::El i;:::ii~--"":ir;t;]~~L ;111 "tl-;:3 c:s~{~";J.1 .r~t: t:::~J t::t~.~J r.; . .t_T:/.:}1::J :LTI'~~::;-~:i ::J:~::3' J:!.. 
,::-:::.s 1-.:~!:~J.r::: n r;::- .. ;cc.11 "rit~.:::i ~:t1 r1-cY ... £.: ~l3}}1 .. ::~t~;l \/:,·1Bn .. ti~1~3 c-;;::::~r:J ,li:~l 
r.:~;~d :tc:::~::~::1 Cl!:3 tl1:-){~t3:1 i-~<~ ,:.·e:r";) u ~t;1~0-iJl):L-~ ;:~·.:~;::>33!. 

El1e co:.:.:T;)llt~cr1 tt) l1or i!I!-1:tJ..:1 C~1"!C:Cl,il'~1~!2.:Z t:11:~r, 
p:::1~;:c~.u!J l:t)C~.(~t;i0:1s r·./t: "~.:: .. ::.~i·t t;1.::·:rJ O s~-.:: .. :~:-~~-.:~~1;~;.rtly' ()!1 
/!~:~:tl G, 1;~;;3, s:.:0 c::~30:\~·~Y£>:1 nr1 r;:,....,t:l:J"t c;:..~:.:_.\~}.I.:r:3 r)f tl:.3 
slt:.:,·c.).. .. o5: ;-I/1-it" .. CI1-1 J;'l;;~·-~~.:~11 1::r::n 1 ~-::.',;; C21 t~;J.·:-~l~5J:-lcJ;.1i 1:l\2::0 
c!:::~;c1•ii)tj .. cJl ir1 s:l:.1iJ,,.:t:1.t> ·to ·tl~:1t tx?. 1::.-n i.!::::.1.-~v·:~ll1~::1l ol1ZJ c1:s•3x•t.1:Sd 
;tn ti::? l~ ~;,r::; CC!:~c:r·r.::lr:~; I.L:\I:::~};~If r.:--c?;.·:!T~Il !~\,:~:~::~~ ... Cl10 r~ J. ~~tl if 
s~:•:> c0;11c1 n·oe tl~~ 1:::-r .. ~:1 ·t:~1::3 1~c~1~l1t1 (:>f ~::1.:l,2J, ci;_;-::· :13 c111.'>,;:} t~1~,'C 
El!'O ccuJ .. d id8ll~t11:y .. ,:J.~ 1;•:r~~:-Jcn. to \{i}CGl t:.:!IJ::) is :t~oJ?·::::1-)1~:i;·:J. f)::() 
£;:1_ir] 0!10 could !;3 cc:1·t:::z~-!t-~::-~1 ~~-;:; ~;,1y t:t:-~.0 fo1~ f:._D.y 'r:cniG·~~,~r1.co 

... olio oiGht~ be nblo ;co o1f ci· in this 1~03:1.J/-:J. 
·-··----~----. . •.. 

. ---- ··- ----,. --- -- -- ·--···--·--···-

~ 173 

.. ) : ; .. 
.. . f....,.:-.'A ... J ,_ 1- , 

---------

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 

I. ROBERT L. PLUNK 
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______ R~O_H_E~R~T~L.· PLUNK, white male, age 34, born 
I. 5' 10" tall, 160 pounds, dark brown ·hair, 

~--------~ 

receding, brown eyes, was a passenger on train number 6 IC Railroad 
·to St. Louis, Missouri, at 5:00 A.Mo this date, April 11, 1968. 
PLUNK briefly interviewed at Carbondale, Illinois, in view of 
information furnished 1 by train personnel indicating PLUNK rese.mbled. 
artist's sketch of assassin of Dr. KING.; PLUNK boarded 
IC passenger train #10 out of Jacksonville, Florida, at Cor~nth 
Mississippi with a rourid trip ticket to St. Louis. He was with 
his mother, EULIA PLUNK and resides at RR 2, Michie, Tennessee. 
PLUNK produced a letter from Veteran's Administration Hospital 
(Vah) St. Louis, Missouri, addressed to ROBERT L. PLUNK, 
RR 2, Michie, Tennessee, requesting him to report for 
physical re disability claim. PLUNK has TB was a Korean 
war veteran and had prior chest operation for TB at Murphyreesboro,· 
Tennessee, VAH. The letter directed PLUNK to report VAH 
A 139, out patient service, 915 North Grand, St. Louis, 
Missouri, April 11, 1968. PLUNK claims he does 
not work due to physical condition. PLUNK obviously in 
poor physical condition and had difficulty in moving and 
breathing. 
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J. A9' J. CONSOLINO 
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) 

· · On April 13, 1968, LEONARD KORi',IORNY, Manager, 
Lipsett Steel Products Company,~ 2520 East 23rd Street,. 

- Granite City, Illinois, advised that D. L. PETERSON is 
. actually a D. L. Peterson Leasing Company, Baltimore, 
1 Maryland, and the automobiles for Lipsett Steel Products 

Company are leased through tpe D. L. Peter·son Leasing 
Company. 

He advised that the Lipsett Steel Products 
Company and the Luria Brothers and Company are the same 
conpnny,operating out of 2520 East 23rd Street, Granite 
City, IllLnois. _ 

He said A. J. CONSTANTINO was an employee of the 
Lipsett Stell Products Company and that CONSTANTINO was 
residing at the Executive Apartments at 10038 Executive 
Drive North, St. Louis, Missouri, and wou}-d not be re~~rning 
back to the company until April 15, 1968,. He further 
advised that CONSTANTINO was the only employee of the 
company who took travelling assignments. He advised that 

Ee "did not have any informa't:ion COllC:_erning the 1968 
ois license 411809.at the present time. 

. \ . 
. . \ . \,. 
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K. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA RICHARD GALT 
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0 ~~~ .... "! "' .,.."'!~~·-- ,., .. , .. ,";,..,..;, 1r; "1-f'~--;~§~ ... 1~r_·~.--.•_:.?1:-",m_,_~""'T' 1"~~;-,:,,l-·n t..,l:...! .. [J ~! .. i l.-V $ ;;, .. i,;'.S. ~ • .,.~ ..:..,:.¾ j 2.~,,....,,,_,, ____ .. •~ __ -\ ,1,:jJ:i;, -5~~,, ..t.·t .. :r .. ~.., 

:~~~~~f5~~~·t~tcf;~:~~1;Ic~~f 1~:i~;11-~;~t~~~5-~t1·t~;;;~~:~~n~~2~~~{;~~I 
· ;~~~i1_r:;~j-~i~it~~r~:t~~;, h;)~=~'.~!c~f~Ij, n xI~~\;_~;1;:;·\:~~~·fj0;:~~~;,ic,~1, 

\7}1iJ.c (1.:t~i v ~nz :f 17 ot1 Ssr1:i11~:i i-22[1 to P.~c-I1 :le~- c,r1 ·tl)i~1 t:lt1. te o 

Ile );cc~ 1lc.:c1 ti~t: r;0~·.::..:~2r?.·C;~i:tc<:?..~ c~:.::td -t:1::~~ 1::.:,I Ylr .. s t:-.!>~/5.nz ·to 
., J • 1 .. • .., 'f ( ......... r.~,-\ ('!; '\ _. • .,,, 't 1 . • 
~()C?i t~ e ft 11 :.t. ~1(12"\l :Lf;. ,:..1U~~ · A:

0

.i~ i;) 1-:·1:..~,..;~. \71.10 17f .. D a [.~:"J~ .. I:~.-:-t 11 \701"' ~ l.!13; ct.1-....: 

of D5 .. 1.,r-1ir~3l1;11l, 1\ J,.~ tr1::-:r~ o I.In ~t tl"tl :!.E-E:{d t b.r: ~t t.0 is ~t f c1·r:: .. ~:.."' 
SC:J.l:~ttrt, 0,llC1 l:i:; i:~:~:~~G~1ia ·te ly ! 2 (?Ct11:~etl a11 i:~: :1:t.i.; 2 .. ~11~r.~ ]. 1rn ('fFtll t 0 
hirl ns r:.:rc::i\l1D c:::1!Jf (!fh.011::::-t:t{~)~ r1l10:·;1 11~3 l:1t:~d G!l:tlD(l ~·,itl:t on 
tl1e r;~:3 IliirJ3or4 -01. tllQ v~:tc 7i:c~x•3t Tr~11=-~-;l)CJ/i.:f1:t:to:1 I,:l11G' !TCY} ':[c,~:'1·: 
C-1•·•-. J.,.,.1"',....C·"'~,'l---~1• r-'' 1·~,;1 -l·.-,. •7,.....1-.,.,,,,,.,,,1 o~" "!:<;:;r; en~ -sro;:1,':C:-:.<~_ ,.,i..l,:J ~!z- ;;.,,;\_,. .._,,j.J._6:.-.;;,,.,___ ._i.,J_ •• .,,,~·..,.... ... ~ ..... y.J.·~ ..... ..:;.,4, •. '--"..., .A, .l.vw~3, - \i-----~ 
to Spain ncd retu~n to Rort A~thur, Te~~Zo He a<lvioed 
he ar1{1 ti1:tLJ i1};:.lj,1[it~l~~1 1:i1c:::,711 ~to 11:12 c~s I!Z{;;:t:.:~J) CT.::lL? \!/3) .. ')C 

bo·C11 r10::fbe1?r; o1 tlY.e Cf~~1.fr1.:~e1~fJ I!!·t~t:J~"n-:1~1;2,01221 tJr.1:1..011, ~Iob:lJ.e, 
l1J ... ubs~t1~1., ,::11o~e 11!1.tic•uQl oif.:.l-co iti B1~ool~lyn, lifr;1 :{oX'l~. 

lia n~Jv:lsecl 110 ~ln{I aI1o·tt1er se~;T:f;11 n~~1·et1 T03~"' Di\:-rc;y 
O Jl T,1•"1i•l1o f,1:;}1"';.nr,:~ ~nr1 ~,~.-.. '1 1:";"~771},,r:-,rr,. ~~? { ... 1"'t..-=t q.,n·~t1 t.,1~·1r.·.-1 

.:.. "; ;._.,:._i_ ..... -~ _J, _,,.,,,"' ---•J.•- ,:,.,. , ..... ~4 .... t ""' ---· i.J ~"' ... ,.. • ....-«-•••, .. "'~.J- U-:.. VJ._,·,... ·-- ........ ~ ~.J. \-~4.- _, - , 

di~cusaed rnci~l m~tt~rs and roligiolz E~tters and politics 
nt 1en.gt11, c11-11~:t11~ t11c abvve "'"vo31 C:rf:;e. lli; stitts~:! tb:~::."e r:e1 .. c 
foir-.;" lT,~:1•1-.r--~3 "'in .; ... ·t1.~ <t'";"•--q-1 .rv·? '!')'"rl·,t~"l;>.f .. )~;,,-J7:"-~.-,.,"t.~1-r1 ilO ,.,-:,.,:,.-1 ~--"♦)u,."' .t .. 1 .. ~·1· "- ~ ·..., 0 .....,. ,_ • ,.. :-_,: ..... ,J -- '!...- •~ -,,..,-:.i,,. ""--J.~,.~t.'J... V..r,-,~..__,....._.,_,...., !IJ ·...,,- '"-.;,J ..,:. .i";._ t.._ .\. .. J."' t.,..,...t-G~ u 

O 
• . 1 ... ..,.~.,,~•r T '<l"'.'I ,. ..,.,_ s. c>-:-,-1-r ~• ~ . • .. "f • ._ • ~ :,_ • ' 'f 

·· · 10, :.1:u.:,it~.~..w:;!: ana L'.f,.4;v1~ ,veJ..~o 11110 011i.:;l ·a;~Jo.~v;n.o··nszoc1:~-,cr-t \lJ..~t.:a 
G J\T1il {-r:..-.:~~~·:..._r:i:1r7ri)· ... _; §r 

1:.J.J-IJ,. .,,._ ....... t,.4._.._.,,. -v ft 

·:,, \ 
He desci·ib2d this ihd:lv:lduu.l as follo-v1s: 

,( ~ -- -
'\ 

hgc Appro~irmt~ly 40--12 years oi age ut 
thiu twe 

Height' 
Ylei0l!t 
Build 

61 
165 
Thin ; 

';_4 

. - .. : : - ,, 

Camrn.1 · d:;."'css,o.r, ht.d e:welJ.ent knowledie 
oi h!).nd guns and had e;(cel1.ent knowlc~lJc : 

- of Europ~an coi.:mtri'Gs. • • / .--I l-_ r-J "':::? __ .. !.'. 
. ----·- -------:---------·--- ---- .. . ... - -- - - .. . . -· - - - - - ·----- ---- -
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21Eti.BI,.~ t:dviz0d ·tb.n·C th:ls i11;J~ .. v:lti:1nJ~ hrs.cl rclf:i;ed 
t11~ .... :♦ ""1-.~~ 1,_,2.-d ~:--t~:,f~--.:,:_-7-,<.1 :_(C'f1.~ i:1 ... _,G Y\'o/J•lc,,·◄ '1-?-.--,0 .. -1 ..;.,, r'1• ➔ c•1-o 11'1 __ u v -- ____ :../4, - ... ---.&· -->- - !/~•--'•'-.. ,~v.i..i\.. '--..:. ... _!~ -· J..;;.. :... ... Q J -- .. '-01 

c'it11:ir1c- 11:~.S 0~1r:ty yc!~J?So 1:.3. also udvit3Ct1 tlin~t hr~ \'lC .. S a11 
ezr.10r:i.or.J.c<::t1 ve-&cran cqr::~:a.110 

1T:3YTBI;E .1""Y;1s cc)!rt~ctec1 j,.rl p.z,:}s~:1 tty f;t;.~ EI..iitlS 
ll!LLI.t:.:.IS, ,h'oi;- ~d tiH~ s:.':.d.te:r- 1 and he coul<l a{i.d no 
add:ttion:11 :i.nfo:r~ . .:.at:lon to the ubovcc 

<v:.·· 
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KENNETH NEWBLE, 1817 North North Street, Peoria, 
Illinois, viewed on April 18, 1968, a composite photograph 
of ERIC STARVO GALT. He advised this individual is definitely 
not the crewman which he had reference to aboard the SS Hudson 
in December, 1961, to February, 1962. He advised there is distinct 
differences in the hair and facial features., NEWBLE is of the 
op!nion he knew the crewman as RICHARD GALT and cannot offer. 
explanations or suggestions as to which crewman he may have made 
re:ference to. He advised he recalls RI<.,"'!-IARD SANTAMOUR, also a 
crewman, who is definitely not identical with the individual 
he had reference to. Based on NEWBEL's statements, after viewing 
a composite photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT and in the absence of 
any recorded crewman named GALT. no further investigation to 
locate this individual will be conducted. 

.:. 
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Invonti:0,tion by ~:; .. :-\ r~z~·: .. r:·:~11 Bl_;~T-.l 1~?.i1.rJCDE at li'i~1cDo~·:t:.::1~, 
:r:tl:tr10:ts, :.:)r:Y'!J<::~).:t:::;l on •1~:? .. t>-~:3 t;~~--~ 1:<:rtJJ liJ;-:=:r:so rJ1~]:::os, 
CG 0~;33, Dire O:l J.:::c;:~ ·v1!1:J/;;o (;~1\.:rr1::.'0J~~ .. _tt I,::;;J .. --.. /\:\.Y'O !12rrj•;.:o:1·e St~r;l1 
is in r:\cco;:;t:12.!:·r>:: "?;;1i,~l1 ~q::;t:!1~it~s o:.J? r;:.I1l n. .. t !3:::~:t1:~;i:t0Id, c;1c.\:;~-:crl 

!11i11ois. 

11z~s. t·~.:"iiiZ ir-:tf::r;t5_.~""J·~~1or1 ~ ft13G £!~.;:l•vir-1ot1 11:?r huJbJ.:nd 
l'BC(;11J:.:1y p:1Sf.30t1 v~~.-}::J..y r1~1l{1 "'t.-:11~t:t 011~t:1 ·s?.10 c::.11t1 i18!' i1usbnncl CVC!. .. 
t.!~~d t11e ~t-:1~to1 s::c :21;_;,.~·tt/JlAJ f~d~1if:0d tJ.1c~t~ '"i:11·~::: c6:~~ Cci::Lni tcly 
I1as noJ,; b,~~'Jn t:o Cl1~ .. c.?i~:;o~p ti-!:d ""ti~a. t tli0 l)l::i~tes l2:1ve n1;/t bco11 
rc~ved. 01· "\.mod en 1,::.ny_ o:ti:lG:.7 :;ruto • 

• 
\ ,.; 

.,,_,.o .c,~-:•·1'.hr."'~ -'!1,~·1,~l•t·~1-:r~·:~-L:,~ ,,,c,-~.,,,:-f c·o·.,y:_n~·rcd 
•% J .. 'l.-,....,...,_-.....,k ..,...,,,..,_......,~ .- • .,>l•~-v~-,:,_....~.& )..J,_,,~.-r. .... 0 -----ft#' 

[

1 _ it.screpancy in <'.or.wri7Y;;ion b:i: auto s·J:e::1 in Chic;.1~0 
ot D:1.t:..:{:B 's auto. 

---~- - - ~-- -- -~ - --M ---- ---~~- - -- - ' ________ .._ ------ - .-.. ---'"1'",.,_M_ .... __ _ 

\ { ,., 

-- / t :s--

in vicr:1 o~< 
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M.· JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE 
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Information was received from the Jackson 
Division, on April 19, 1968, that Pascagoula, 
Mississippi Police Department/stopped an individual driving a white 
Corvair bearing 1968 Illinois license DG 3109$ The driver 
identified himself as JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE$ MONTAGNE 
was accompanied by another white male whose identity was not 
determined. MONTAGNE indicated he was a music'ian and 
the other person indicated he was a seaman and.they were 
both heading for New Orleans. 

The officer who stopped the above individuals said 
that MONTAGNE resembled the photo of GALT and that after hearing 
a description of JAMES EARL RAY having a scar in the middle of 
his forehead he believed that MONTAGNE might be HAY as he 
recalled MONTAGNE having such a scar. No further description 
was available on MONTAGNE or the other person. 

Aut~ Registration Section records, Springfield, 
Illinois, revealed 1968 Illinois license DG 3109 is registered 
to RAYMOND HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, Illinois for 
a 1956 Dodge, Four door, VIN 32233139. Auto regjsttation 
and drivers license checks re MONTAGNE negative. 

Drivers License Section records re HILLBURN 
describe him as: 

Name RAYMOND MITCHEL HILLBURN 
Address ·-·· ; 1 1254 Le land, 
Chicago, · Illinois. 
DOB . : "\I 
Height .-'!~5~,--~1~0~"~ 
Weight \160 pounds 
Hair Brown 
Eyes Blue 
-Drivers license# H41673340187 

~ Suspended since 3/10/68 
\I 

- 185 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44..:551 

N • PAUL STANLEY BOOTHBY 
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11-0: P~1:JI: S1:P~.II~:;y 13C0Tl1'3)7 
G:J,Gpf..;(! ~;; 

f2dl!~2~i~~l2~lt~~~:.?~-~~~ 

Crl lJ/1D/03r f~h".'~"~r.:t--;~f CT,J'-.,-.r·\:'.,· r:: .. !'4 -;~t~::-~,..-:,~t~:r$, })~~:::1.tt c0·:..~nt:l 
t:J.:;;1~i}:f 's Ct:?i:J.c·:1 ~ (!l~:tri tO'/l, ;:11.t::~)io, :: Iir: '~}:.1 :,.·t-:1, i:·)1~:t:~·--;•> 
fie:J_t1, IJ_J.i~~::)i::1 s t!:-~: t l:o 1t~J. 1:] :i.11 c1~-.:;ts~-~::.; ()--·let J~.tfJ!.j fi/f/:.2:1.2~;~1 
1: ¥:: :J ~:,-:~:.::r;[ ~;.-:1:; l:.r,(1 b::: ::::~1 n1 .. :~--- :~:--~~t~: .1 b~? i;l: ·:: r;.~:"J i ·t t (~c::.1 :t; ty ;,: .:~ ':;I'i f ;: ts 
():f:'i'J.cc ~1u tl101.:>i ti.JJS n. t CJ~:iJ1~i;pr1; I 1J-::tr:r):t:3 ~ t'::t~;}j c.~ct l2.s1.d t cc~tl 
r:t~Jj.,u::; o. f:rsi:;:1t ~c1~;:-ii::t :f:1'c::1 r::?3::-'tt::(I:tr.:}~~1, !J.l:tr:o:13 ~,o Cl:J~t:.tc,n, 
IlJ_i:..:c,:ts, i11c;~;:tJ .. 1y t111d ~~-;~:s n~xc:::~ i:~;f1 c:;-1 1.~;·:::::11 ch.2.1')~;.;]}J. 1~1

::~ .. :~.:;I~-~1; 
C(l~Iit::.:::cl t:-:_2t r-~1~1Jjc~;t r~;;::c:]f;l~.1c1 ._:;__~~:~-~:::5 J]t~1:L ;:t.iY, nloo t:;101In ::.s 
EI!!C S1,1.\I':.;7·0 G.::Ll'i1 o 
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t!i-3~1 t:(!v·i:;:::t1 tli~·t t1:0 d:::.:;cri .. [>tio;1 cf lJ:C7J·i~;__::-;:; ·V/~fJ_ j,_c!c~tic~11 
-r1itl1 tJ12 t of t:~#)ir sc:;:1 ~1Dtl st2 tBrl tt~~-~ J;),:; h~:.-(1 left l:c~:B rd)r,u·t 
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0. UNKNOWN SUSPECT,. AKA J. CARNAHAN 
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On April 29, 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield, 
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued to 
JAMES J., MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois 
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleetside Panel Truck, VIN C2546Fl63402 
Drivers license listed as M216 450 3056, Social Security 
number 

· 1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD, 
Route 2, D Street, Murphysbordl, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford pickup 
truck, VIN Fl0V6G25421, drivers license listed as Wl5662349765258. 
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in which 
driver's license listed as Wl56623197652585. These 
are not Illinois drivers license~ 

Drivers license section, Springfield, advised 
drivers license number 1\-1216 4502 3056 issued February 14, 
1968, to JA1IBS J. MC GOVERN. This chauffeurs license expires 
March 7, 1969 and described him as 5' 10", 190 pounds, 
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB I J application reflects 
he is sel:f employed and dba J. J.c Govern Motor Service, 
Rosemont, Illinois. 

Drivers license number W632 3TWL13 5234 issued 
December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L; WARD, 103 Third Street, 
Murphysboro, Illinois, and license expires December 8, 1968 
a,nd describes him as 5' 11", 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel 
eyes, DOB · 

J -
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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued 
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E. BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton, 
Illinois will ex ire Januar 30, 1971 and describes him 
as male, born~-~~~---~ 5' 10", 175 pounds, 
brown hair, green eyes, occupa ion - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license was suspended December. 12, 1967 for 
an accident •. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving violations but is presently clear and valid. 
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On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Paxts 
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc., 
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 

-- --- ------------~~ 

a WILLIAM A. MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois. 
He related there is no other International Harvester Dea;i.er in 
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the International Harvester 
Company is L.1 C., BARNETT, District Manage;!'.', International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois. 
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Poli_ce Department, 
Bloomington,. Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office, 
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone 
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL 
or similarity. 

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L.' C., BARNETT, 
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island 
Road, Peoria, Il1inois, advised that his office covers the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes 
Bloomington,- and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a frandrl.se dealer in his district. BARNE'rT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district 
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further 
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H 
Home .Off ices, 401 Nort~:-- :Miqhigan Avenue, -Chicago, Illinois. 
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