
FD-311' (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
ME 44-1987 
.AGE FOUR 

ELIMINATED BY JACKSON AGENTS AS HIS WHEREABOUTS ACCOUNTED FOR 

DURING PERTINENT PERIOD. 

LAUNDRY TAPE WHICH APPEARS ON T-SHIRT AND SHORTS OF 

SUBJECT INSTANT CASE HAS BEEN ELIMINATED fflOM CONSIDERATION 

IN LAUNDRIES MEMPHIS AREA. BIRMINGHAM CONDUCTING INTENSIVE 

INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF LAUNDRY MARKS PERTINENT THAT 

CASE. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P. 

END. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per -------
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



553AX ;_fl,3Et~T 4/7/63 £LR 

TC >D1P'.--II5 (44-1937) NEl -JRLEA!-~S ( 157-10673) lP 

F.~ J:'1 DIRECT OR 

VURKIN; CIVIL (?13:-!TS. 

RE~EAIRTEL APRIL SIX LAST AN) NJTE:L A?~IL SIX LA3T. 

T~O LATENT FIKGERP~I~TS ON LIFTS SU3~ITT£D 3Y ~i~PHIS. TH£S~ 

Pii I NTS N JT IDE NT IC AL 1/JITH PRE VI ,JUSL Y REP ORTEJ LATS NT P ~I NTS. 

LATENT FI'.JSERP;:tUJTS T!iIS C.4SE NJT IDENTICAL FINGE:RPRINTS FD~~AL) 
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F8I MEMPHIS 

[ [ 

F'3I '.::HICA3J 

95 7 M LR 3E:t'1T TA3 4- 7- S~ 

8AV£ PJTTEf~, DAILY '.EF.Et\)ER, C~ICP.30 FECEIVEiJ ANJNY'.•'.JJS 

CALL F:JUR SIX LAST REFLECTING "SPE11LING '.JF UNITEJ [11JToas, 

DESCRIPTION KINS ASSASSIN." SPE~LING IN ME~PHIS ~HEN KING ASSASSI~ATED 

A~JD SAL) "HE HAD TJ GET OUT OF t-'£~PHIS 3ECAUSE HE '.,)ET DESCRIPTIG 1~ 

JF KILLE~." 

MOTO~S, SIX FIVE FIVE ONE VISED FOUR SIX LAST ~J E~fLJY~i 

OF 

CO~PANY'S MILFORD, CONN. OFFICE, T~LEPHO~i TR FOU~ iJASH TJJO FIVE FIV~ 

'.)NE. 3?0t':RL RESIJE:3 T<iUfl~3EE:L, Cot,N. sc;-niJA3 3ELIEVES SPJ£i(L u,; 

XE'.1PHIS FJU.i T~O LAST A~~iJ C~JVE TJ PHILADELP}HA, :-'ISSISSIPPI H~ 

CH IC A3 0 F JJR FI VE LAST. 

SPDEi1L tDT CONSIDLtEJ SUSPECT 3Y SCHlvA3. SPOt>~L DESCr1I3t:J 1JJ:,;, 

FJ.iTY YEARS, SIX ONE, ONE N-I:-iETY- NP~ETY FIVE P)UN)S, 3LJ~;JI3H 

:-!AIR. 

ADM I 'IJISLrnT I VE:: 

NE}/ :·U\VC:N CJt·DU~T SUFFICIENT INV:::STIGATIJN T.J ELI:HNATE 

SPJ~RL IF THIS CAN SE DJNE. 

F3I ,.,]£~PHIS 

TTUX 

- ~,Y- /~/7'- /cJ;/ 

i .Lf;., ~ff.ti 
' ~,.c .. t ~ , ' 
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. ----------------~-----

F'3I ~MPHIS 

F'3I SAN FRAN 

ll 15AM LRGENT 4/7/68 LFH 

TO DIRECTOR, LOS ANGELES AND MEMPHIS 

FROM SAN FRANCISCO C173-65HP) IP 

UNSU3; AKA JOHN WILLARD; i".AiHIN LUTHER KING, Ja. - VICTIM. CR 

00: ME:MPHIS / • 

RAYMOND COOPEli,..lo:~TY TWO CREEK ROAD, SAN ANSELMO, CALIFOilNIA 
(;t,"v-1 t, ,,, 

TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED HEr BEEN EMPLOYED AT SIZZLING PLATTER 

CAFE, RIVEnSIDE, CALI~~~-~NTIL A30UT THREE MONTHS AGO WHEN FIR~O 

3Y MANAGER, ED MARLOW (PHONETIC). SHORTLY LATER, MARLOW A3SCOUNDED 

WITH FIFTEEN HUNDRED DOLLARS OF CAFE"S MONEY AND REPORTEDLY WENT TO 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE TO OPERATE POOL HALL. COOPER ADVISED MARLOW 

RESEMBLED NEWSPAPER SKETCH OF UNSU3, IS A30UT T~ENTYSIX TO TWENTY­

SEVEN YEARS, AND HAS A "SILLY SMILE'". MARLOW HAS RIFLE COLLECTION 

AND IS CONSIDERED A RACIST. ~ARLOW LEFT RIVERSIDE WITHOUT wIFE AND 

FOUR CHILDRED, auT WAS ACCOMPANIED BY MAN AN~ HIS WIFE, FELLOW 

BOWLERS. 

IN~UIRY AT VICINITY FORTY TWO CREEK ROAD, SAN ANSELMO REVEALS 

FOrffY TW'.) NONEXISTANT AND NEIGHBORHOOD IN.JUIRY DISCLOS::u COOPER 

UNKNOwN. 

EFFORTS BEING MADE TO LOCATE COOPER FOR FURTHER DETAILS. 

LOS ANGELES CONDUCT INQUIRY AT RIVERSIDE 

PERT I NE NT DAT A TO ME:1 PHIS. 

END, 

DNU 

FBI MEMPHIS 

RE MARLOW AND SUTEL 

,s/¥-/fL'~ rv' 

I 
SlA~cHrn .. 11'J11L~,Ji:~

1 
V 

SE!iiALi, I D~jlU.~_:_:~·-·--·1 
! ........... 

· µ;\Zf "PHj~ , 
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u 

f3 I a IC HM ONJ 

12lgPM URGENT 4/7/63 £CS 

TO MEM P~ IS K NJXVI LLE 

Fa )'1 RIC HM ONO 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KI~;G, JR. CIVIL RIGiHS. 

ON FJUR SEVI'.:N SIXTYi::IGHT, ANJNY~O'.JS CALLEK ADVISED 

liiILLIAM V. WIL3U~N, FORrt.ER P;iOFESSOF< SOCIOL03Y, UNIVERSITY :JF 

aICH'.'10ND, ~ECALLED AS RADICAL REGARDING RACIAL MATTERS AND 

CLAI~ED GRANDMOTHER RAPED 3Y NEGROES. WIL3URN HAS PHYSICAL 

C:-!ARACTERISTICS SIMILAR TO UNSUB THIS CASE. CC:iLLER SAID 

1tJIL3U~N LAST KNJJN TO ATTEND GRADUAT£ SCHOOL UNIVERSITY OF 

TE~1N~SSE:.:, KNOXVILLE, TENN. H; NIN::TE:£N SIXTYSIX. 

K ~WXVILLE DE TERM I NE CURRENT ADD aESS OF w IL.3U ~N ANJ ADV Is::: 

>'.E :~ p H I3 • 

3SD 

f,(£-/_£L_f- /t'J6 

! i' ' 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/7 /68 

Transmit the following in _....._p....,J,,Q.A ..... JN ..... T ..... F. ..... X._TL.-______________ -----1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ TE_L_E_TY_P_E __ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

________________________________________________ L _______ -

ro: 
FROM: 

MURKIN 

KNOXVILLE 

MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

RE RICHMOND TEL APRIL SEVEN, INSTANT, TWELVE EIGHTEEN P.M., 

CAPTIONED, "ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

CIVIL RIGHTS." 

RICHMOND AND KNOXVILLE PLEASE NOTE CODE NAME WHICH IS 

USED ro FURNISH INFO. PERTAINING ro THE MURDER OF DR. KING. 

FOR INFO. AND ASSISTANCE OF KNOXVILLE, THE PERIOD OF 

INTEREST IS APPROXIMATELY SIX P.M., APRJL FOUR, PAST. IF 

WHEREABOUTS OF WILLIAM V. WILBURN CAN BE ESTABLISHED AT THAT 

TIME, THIS WOULD APPEAR '00 ELIMINATE HIM AS SUSPECT. IF ANY 

DOUBT REMAINS, KNOXVILLE SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS '00 SECURE THROUGH 

SUITABLE SOURCES FINGERPRINT RECORD OF WILBURN AND SUBMIT SAME 

'00 BUREAU FOR ELIMINATION PURPOSES. AM CC. RICHMOND. 

END. 

1 - Richmond (AM) 

RGJ:jmsr· 
(2) , 

I 

Sent {J ;.J;J~ia M 
I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI 

Date: 4/7 /68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

PLAIN TEXT I 
Transmit the following in -----------------------t'I 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_E_L_ET_Y_PE __ _ URGENT 
I 
I 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO BUREAU AND NEW HA VEN 

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1911) IP 

MURKIN. 

RE CHICAGO TELETYPE NINE FIFTY SEVEN AM, APRIL SEVEN INSTANT. 

FOR ASSISTANCE OF NEW HAVEN IN CONDUCTING ADDITIONAL 

INVESTIGATION, TIME OF INTEREST IS APPROXIMATELY SIX PM ON 

APRIL FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT. IF WHEREABOUTS OF ALFRED C. 

SPOERL CAN BE ESTABLISHED AT THAT TIME, THIS WOULD APPEAR TO 

ELIMINATE HIM. IF NEW HAVEN UNABLE TO DO SO, IT SHOULD SECURE 

PRINTS OF SPOERL AND SUBMIT SAME TO BUREAU FOR ELIMINATION 

PURPOSES. P. 

END 

RGJ:ME 

•1•_._., 

- ' . :'" •· ..... ..... 
,J, . ••••• ~-

~ • ' I 1 
: .......... . 

f.'.1,....,:. 

Per~ 
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.. 
PPXXXXXXXX 

F3 I :'€ft; PH IS 

?? 

1:27 4-7-68 DEFERRED JED 

TJ )!RECTOR AND ~~EMPHIS PLAHffEXT 

FR 0~; t-:E W YORK PGS 5 

'.';UR K I N O O: ME M PH IS • 

ON APRIL SIX NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, POTH AUTHOR1TY 

POLICE, LA GUARDIA AIRPORT, JUEENS, NEW YOHK, ADVIS'.::J THE:Y 

HAD SUSPECT IN ASS ASS I NAT I ON OF DOCTOR MA.:H IN LUTHER KI NG 

H; CUSTODY AT AIRPORT. PORT AUTHORITY POLICE ADVISE:D SUS?ZCT 

RESEMBLED ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF KILLER WHICH APPEARED 

IN APRIL SIX ~INETEEN SIXTY EIGHT ISSUE OF "DAILY 

f'E;JJ'3" AS WELL AS PHYSICAL DESCiUPTION. SUSPECT INTERVIEwED 

oY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE AT AIRPOHT AND 

IDENTIFIE:::J HIMSELF AS JACK CUSTAR HAM, ONE FIVE FOUR ONE ONE 

EAST FORTY FIRST STKEET, INDEPENJENCE, rnssOURI. :-1A~; 

ADVISED HE: ARRIVED AT AIRPORT, NEW YORK ONE PM, APi:UL SIX 

NINETEEN SIXTY L'.IGHT FROM WASHINGTON, JC. HAM \I/AS 03S:ERVEJ 

END PAGE ONE 

FBI-MEM~ 
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-, 

TO 3E UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF LI·~UOR AND ADMITTED HE HAD BEEN 

DR I NK I NG PR I OR TO 8 OARD I NG THE PLANE IN DC ~ 

HAM FOLUNTEERED TO BE PHOTPGRAPHED 3Y PORT 

ti.lTHORITY POLICE. HE CONSENTED TO ACCOMPANY SPECIAL 

OF THE NEW YOOK OFFICE WHERE HE ALSO CONSENTED TO BE 

FI NGERPR I N'TED AND PHOTOGRAPHED. HAM VOLU NT AiHL Y STATED 

THAT HE HAD MARTIAL PROBLEMS AND HE HAD BEEN DRINKING 

l-£AVILY DURING THE WEEK OF APRIL FIRST. HE STATED HE LEFT 

HIS wIFE IN MISSOURI ON APPROXMATELY MARCH EIGHTEEN Ll:\ST 

AND WENT TO DALLAS, TEXAS TO SEEK EMPLOYMENT. HE RETURNED 

TO MISSOURI ON APRIL FIRST NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, WHERE HE 

~AS SERVED WITH DIVORCE PAPERS. ON APRIL FIRST LAST, HE 

BOARDED A PLANE FOR DES MOINES, IOWA, WHERE HE STAYED AT THE 

SAVERY HOTEL ON APRIL FIRST AND SECOND LAST, HAM 

~MITTED HE WAS DRINKING HEAVILY AT THIS POINT. ON 

THE EVENING OF APRIL SECOND LAST, ACCORDING TO HAM, HE 

BOARDED A FLIGHT FROM JES MOINES TO RETURN TO DALLAS TEXAS. 

END PAGE Two 

. -------------- ------ --
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________ ., ___________________________________ _ 

.. 

?ASE THREE 

HE STATED THAT 3ECAUSE OF HEAVY DRINKING, HE HAD NO 

RECOLLECTION OF STOP-OVERS ENROUTE TO DALLAS, BUT THAT HE 

MIGHT HAVE STOPPED IN NASHVILLE, TENNESEE, BECAUSE HE 

RECALLED A "JACK DANIELS" SIGN AT AIRPORT. HE FURTHER 

RECALLED THAT HE ARRIVED IN DALLAS ON APRIL THIRD LAST 

WHERE HE TOOK A FLIGHT TO LOS ·sNGELES, CALIFORNIA. HAM 

PRODUCED A RECEIPT FROM THE HOTEL HACIENDA, LOS ANGELES,-

WHICH DISCLOSED HE DEPARTED THIS HOTEL ON APRIL THIRD NINETEEN 

SIXTY EIGHT AT FOUR PM. WHILE IN LOS ANGLEES, ACCORDING TO HAM, 

HE MADE APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT WITH AME11ICAN AIRLINES 

AND VISITED A DOCTOR.FOR AN EXAMINATION. NAME AND 

roDRESS OF DOCTOR NOT RECALLED 3Y HAM. HE RETURNED TO 

DALLAS ON APRIL THIRD LAST. 

ON APRIL FOUR LAST, H·AM BOARDED A FLIGHT FROM 

DALLAS TO i.\lASHINGTON, DC, VIA AMERICAN AIRLINES. HE 

STATED WHEN HE A~RIVED IN DC, IT WAS THE FIRST TIME HE HEARD OR 

READ A30UT THE KILLLING OF DJCTOH KING. HE ADDED, 

IBAT BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF FUNDS HE STAYED AT THE AIRPORT 

END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

IN D8, WHE:rtE HE SENT A wIRE TO A i1ELATIVE F'.)R Two 

HJNDiiED DOLLARS. UPON RECEIVING THE Two HUNDREj) DOLLARS, 

HAM REGISTERED AT THE STATLER HILTO~: HOTEL, DC, ON APRIL FIVE 

LAST, wHERE HE STAYED AT TH~ HOTEL UNTIL HE BOARDED S~UTTLE FLIGHT TO 

NE'AI YO!iK ON APRIL SIX LAS VIA EASTERN AIRLINES. HAM 

STATED HE CAME TO NEW YORK TO OBSERVE AIRPORT OPERATIONS 

INASMUCH AS HE DESIRED TO OBTAIN AIRPClRT EMPLOYMENT , 

,.rITH AIRLINES C:)MPSNY. SUSPECT COOPERATIVE DURING ENTIRE It~TERVI£w. 

UPQN C'.JMPLEATION CF INTERVIEW HAt'i STATED HE WOULD RETURt\ TO 

HIS HOME: IN INDEPENDENCE, t".ISSOUiU TO ATTEMPT TO PATCH UP 

t".ARITAL DIFFICLUTIES •. SUSPECT ~ETURNEJ TO LA GUARJIA 

AIRP'.JRT, NE'>J YORK. INuICES.OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE NEGATIVE. 

NNATIONAL CRIME INFORMATION CENTER NEGATIVE. 

DIVISION ADVISED PRINTS NEGATIVE. 

HAM DESCRI3ED AS FOLLOWS: JACK CUSTAR 

ALSO KNOWN AS JACK C. HAM, WHITE MALE, SEVENTY THKEE INCHES 

END PAGE: FOUR 
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PAGE FI VE 

TALL, ONE HUNJRED SEVENDY PJUNDS, SLIM BUILD, 3LUE EYES, 

HAIR LIGHT 3ROiJJN, RECEDING AT TEMPLES, 3RUSHED 3ACK IN 

CENTER, S PARCE ON TOP, POINTED NOSE, F .C1IR C OMPLEXI O~, FOUR 
. 

INCH SCAR INSIDE LEFT FOREARM, MOLE ON HIGHT SIDE OF CHEEK 

t-EAR MOUTH, MOLE ON RIGHT SIDE OF NECK. SOURCE, LULUBELLE 

CHESTER, ONE FIVE FOUR ONE ONE EAST FORTY FIRST STREET, 

INDEPENDENCE, r~ISSOURI. SOCILA SECURITY NUMBER FOR SU~PECT 

LAST 

BtlPLOYMENT, SALESMAN, HYPHEN EDUCATIONAL COUNSELLOR, AIRLIN:C:: 

UAINING CENTER, INCORPORATION, THREE NINE FOUR ZERO 

3ROAD WAY, KANS AS CITY, MISS OUR I. 

END 

DND 

F,31 MEMPHIS 

X 
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X ., 
' f.3b MEMP;tIS 

F 3 I SEATTLE 

208 PM URGENT 4-7-68 KNY 

TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS 

FROM SEATTLE 

MURK IN 

HERgERT A. FORRESTER, ONE ONE ZERO C, PORTAGE BAY 

EAST, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, A FORMER ASSISTANT PROFESSOR AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, ADVISED THAT HE 09SERVED A PICTURE 

OF THE SUSPECTED KILLER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., DRAWN BY 

MEMPHIS C0~1MEi1CIAL APPEAL STAFF ARTIST, 'iHICH 

IN APRIL SIXTH EDITION OF SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER. 

STATES PICTURE BEARS MARKED RESEM3LANCE TO JOHN FORBES 

WHOM HE DID GRADUATE STUDY AT PHINCTON UNIVERSITY 

NINETEEN FIFTY TO NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR, AND NASH HAD "A SILLY 

SMILE" AS NOTED BY LANDLADY OF THE KILLER. STATES NASH WAS ONi:: 

OF COUNTRYS LEADING MATHMETICIANS UNTIL HE WAS INSTITUTIONALIZED 

FOR f'£NTAL ILLNESS IN NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT. ACCORDING TO F'O~RESTE:R 

HE RECEIVED POSTCARD FROM NASH APPROXIMATELY TEN DAYS AGO POST­

MARKED ROANOKE, VIRGINIA, HOWEVER DOES NOT KNOW NASH'S PRESENT 

END PAGE ONE 

-; 
i 
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.. 

PAGE TWO 

JJHEREABOUTS OR EMPLOYMENT 3UT BELIEVES INFOKMATION O~~ NASH'S 

3ACKGROUND CAN 3E OBTAINED FROM PRINCTON UNIVL~SITY 01 THE 

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY AT PRINCTON wHICH SU3SIDIZED 

NASH'S RESEARCH. SEATTLE INDICIES NEGATIVE AS TO FOR~ESTER 

AND NASH. 

IF A DEFINITE SUSPECT HAS NOT BEEN· DEVELOPED IT IS 

SUGGESTED THAT JOHN FORBES NASH 3E CONSIDEnED. 

END . 

F3 I ~EM PH IS 

X 
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