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On April 5,. 1968, an @ffort was made by 
Lieutenant J. l).. HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, and SA 
FRAmJ:M L. ~to iiaterview Mll". FRANK MILLARD MARLEY. 
whit~ male, 81· years old 9 tenant in room 7south wing 1,f 
rooming house secolmd floor, 422½ s. Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee. Extreme difficulty was experienced.in an effort 
ito interview Mr. MARLEY who stated he is 81 years of age~ Mr .. l'. 
MARLEY; stated he had·· heard a shot sometime late in the ' . 
afternoon of April 4, 1968, at which time he stated he was 
standing on the back · porch ( lorcated at the. east end of a 
large hallway i,n the center of the south building or so~~h 
wing of the rooming house at this address)., He, st~ted tkat 
he was on the back porch to hang out some clothing~ He 
pointed out some items of clothimig in water in a wash pan,.,. 
It was noted these items of clothing had not been wrung out 
and were still in the wash water. ' · ,,, 

Mr. MARLEY related ~everal different tersions 
as to what he had ~een aIDld where he had been located.,. at 
o~e. poini stating there. were .. 3 meirn involved in the snooting 
«>f.MARTIN LUTHER KIJfG.aXD.d that he had seen one.qf them . 
sliding.down a banJ,t.east of the above mentioned'back'portion 
whereasi the other 2. had run weaJt out of the building, At 
this poilillt 9 he !Sltate(d .that he was illll the hallway· whe·ri. the 
2 men ran west aimd one of them told him 0 get the hell out 
of· the .way." He also stated at one point that one o-f the IJleD 
running west had a1' ~9y'allll.k<ee · brogue u a1md at another point · 
stated o!».e of them, l()oked like allll. I!Thdian ~ 

' 1 ' ' . 

Dwri:ng e:h:b~ ts to illll.terview Milt°. MARLEY, Mr, FRANK 
BREWER, husband of the landlady of this building, Mrs, 
BESSIE BREWER, advised Lt. J. D. HAMBY and SA FRANKL. 
JOHNSON that Mr. MARLEY is a complete alcoholic, stays drunk 

. all the time 1 and he personally knows that Mr. YARLEY wa$ 
passed out in hisi room at the time Mll:".~ BREWER, Mrs~ BREWER,. 
and allll.other tena,nt Mr. BERTIE REEVES heard a shot around 1

' · 

6~0Q PM, April 4, 1968. 

31 

-· 

,, I 

I 

I 

I 

'j 

l 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _4=/,__7::....,/'-6=8:::.___...,.:....,_~~-

HAROLD 'CARTERu 422½ South Main11 Apartment 9, advi~d~; 
that he arrived at home. about. 4i30 p.mon on April 4, 1968. 
He·went to his room an.d he was rst.ill there when he heard 
a shot about 6:00 Pem. He stayed in his room until the 
police came inside about 10-15 minutes latero 

CARTER did not see the man who rented Apartment SB, 
and he did not notice anything unusual before or after he 
heard the shoto He does not fe~l he has anythi.~g that 'WO,Uld 
help,in the investigation of this caseo 

On 4/5/68 at Mem~his,, Tennessee File # ME 44-1987 
SA JACK D. VAHRENWALD 
SA EUGENE A. MEDORI JDVg;t:aj· 4/6/68 

by -----------------------Date dictated ----~---......,_­

This documeD:t cont~Jps ~either recommendatiors n_or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FB~ and i!l loan!ild tf) : 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/7/68 

,1 

ALFRED W. EATON 9 422½ South Main Street, 
Apartment 10 9 advise~ that he h~d been in and out of the 
apartment most of the day on April 4, 1968. He had been 
drinking that afternoon 9 and was taking a nap when 
he was awakened by a loud noise and some commotion outside 
the boardinghouse. He got out of bed, and looked out the 
back window of the house. He saw someone covering up a 
body across the street. 

EATON did not see the person who rented 
Apartment 5B in the roominghouse. .He also heard nothing 
in the oth~r wing of the building (where Apartment 5B is 
located) after the shot was fired. 

EATON said he went back to bed shortly thereafter, 
and did not know what actually happened until the morning of 
April 5, 1968. . 

On 4/5/68 Memphisp Tennessee 44-1987 at ______________ File#-----------~ 

SAs JACK D. VAHRENWALD 
EUGENE E. MEOORI. / JDV~jms 4/6/68 by .:,__----'-'-~--'---~-------------.Date dictated __ ,._..... _ _.__ ............. ..,.., .....,.,.......,,., ,..,.., , ~ .... ~'••. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_1_1_/_6_8 __ ~~-

Mrs. JESSIE LEO LEDBETTER, 422½ South Main Street, 
Apartment 1-B, Memphis, Tennessee 9 was interviewed with the 
following results: 

Mrs. LEDBETTER is a deaf mute and an attempt was 
made by Agents to communicate with her by writing questions 
on paper and using various hand and head motions. Mrs. 
LEDBETTER was unable to furnish any information of value in 
this matter. 
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ME 44-1987 

LORRA1NE MOTEL , . 
406 MULBERRY STREET 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

(This section of the report re.fleets interviews 

' .. , ------r- - r· ---------- ----------, ----

with .employees and customers of the Lorraine __ _ 
Motel,-.as well-as with persons who actually 
obs~rved_Dr. MARTIN LU'J.'HER KING, .JR. on tbe 
bal,c-ony at th~ Lorraine Motel.) · 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _A_p_r_1._· _1_12_, _19_6_8_..........-

MARRELL MC CULLOUGH 1 residing 270 Gaston, Apartment 6, 
Memphis, Tennessee 1 telephone 947-4265, who is employed as~ 
warehouseman by the Summerall Electric Company)/ 345 s.·Parkway, 
Memphis, telephone WHS-4455, advised as follows: 

MCCULLOUGH is a native of the state of Mississippi 
and has lived in Memphis 9 Tennessee, since approximately F~b:rua,ry 
1967. He had been present at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 4.06 
s. Mulberry Streetjl Menrphisjl from approximately 5:_55 p.m. until 
approximately 8:00 p.m. on Thursday 9 April 4, 1968, and was pres~ 
ent when Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.j) President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership conference (SCLC), was shot. 

He explained his presence as follows: 

MC CULLOUGH 9 who is a Negro 1 had been a sympathetic 
supporter of the Memphis sanitation workers who had been on 
strike in Memphis beginning February 12, 1968. 

Beginning around the early part of March 1968, MC• 
CULLOUGH, in his spare time, has engaged in various strike 
support activities sponsored by a group of Memphis Negro minis­
ters who have adopted the name Community on the Move for 
Equality (COME). He has worked with this group and other 
supporters in the Memphis community engaging in sympathy 
marches and other strike support activity which is primarily 
centered in the headquarters of the Minimum salary Division 
of the AME Church 9 276 Hernando, Memphis, and at the Clayborn 
Temple AME Church at 280 Hernando. 

Around March 18 9 1968 9 the SCLC sent various of its 
staff to Memphis to assist the COME group in strike support 
activity, and in facti Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. made a public 
speech in behalf of- the sanitation workers at Mason Temple on 
the night of March 18, 1968. Dr. KING returned to Memphis,on 
the morning of March 28, 1968 9 to lead a mass downtown Memphis 
strike support march 9 and after a major disturbance occurred in 
the Beale Stree.t area of Memphis resulting in considerable 
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property dam.age by some of the marchers, the SCLC staff .left . 
various· of :its members in Memphis to further organize• the · · 
strike support activity. Shortly after March 28, _1968, Mr,. 
MC CULLOUGH became acquainted with two mem.be:r"Ei of Dr. KING*$ 
staff; namely, Rev~ JAUS ORANGE, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and Rev. JAMBS BEVEL, of Birmingham, Alabama, and Chicago,, . 
Illinois, and he has worked with them on various projects since 
.tha t t :im.e • 

. I 

on.the afternoon et April 4, 1968, MC CULLOUGB, w~o 
· has a blu~ 1961 Volksrwag<eni, · 1600 series, fastback, drove I t<> 

the Lorraine Motel accompanied in his car by Rev. J.ums ORANGE 
and Rev. JABS av.IL, and he fixed their arriva.l at the motel 
in ·the· car at about 5: 55 p .m. He parked his Volkswagen in the 
mot·el parking .lot which would be on the east side of Mulberry 
and just south of the old hotel portion of the Lorraine Hotel 
and Motel. His car-had been followed by a white Pontiac Tem-

,'pest, exact model :number not recalled, driven by CLARA ESTER, 
a student at LeMoyne College·anid who he understands resides at 
396 La.Clede, Memphis, and another young lady"~ MARY BUNT, who 
lives on Baltimore street in the Orange Mound area of Memphis 
and wilo he believes attends Memphis sta·te University. These 
young ladies had also been working in some of the strike suppo~t 

-·activity spons~ed by· co•, and they had been with ~VEL,,, ORANG!! 
and. MC OO'LLOUGH at the Clayborn Temple prior to com:i.ng to". the 
Lorraine Metel. · 

They parked their ear behind the Volkswage~, ·and ~t 
that point,_ RVEL, ORANGE and MC a.JLLO'UGH and HUNT -and ESTER 
g~t out of their cars ana st0od around the parking let area.'. 
MC COLLOUGH recalled seeing rm .. merous other people on the·. no:rth 

I 

I' I 
i 

·end .of the parking lot area which is directly in f:rp)li; of, .. :the· , .. ,, 1• , .• ,-:,, 

new metel portion of the Lerraine and· recalled seeing a Negro 
singing group managed by JAMES DVEL known as the "Bread' Ba.sket: 
Group." He ·did not know any of their specific identities.• 

' . ' 

• MC CI\J:J.,LOUGR was first awar~ of tb.e presence in' :tktt1 
vicinity of Dr~ MARTIN LUTHER KING.JR. when he got o•t of bfs 
car and observed Dr. KING standing on the second floor baleouy 
of the motel almost directly in front of Room 306, whicb had 
been Dr. KING's room during bis recent visit to Memphis. Dr. 
KING was leaning over the rail.which runs in front of an out~. 
side walkway running the length of the second floor motel 
portion, and MCCULLOUGH noticed no one else on the balcony 
with him at the time. 
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At this point, which would probably have been close 
to 6:00 p.m., either shortly before or shortly thereafter, Mr. 
MCCULLOUGH walked back toward the car driv*: by CLARA ESTER 
and Rev. BEVEL and Rev. ORANGE walked north on the parking lot 
toward the group of people who were standing there. 

Suddenly, MCCULLOUGH heard an explosive sound and 
recalled that he was standing and facing north when he first 
heard jt. He was standing south of the position occupied by 
Dr. KING and noted that the rail on which Dr. KING had been 
leaning runs north and south, and that KING would have been 
facing Mulberry street, or ta the west with his back facing 
the doorway of the motel and to the east. MCCULLOUGH was 
unable to adequately describe the sound other than it was 
rather loud and had a seeming echo to it. He has served in 
the u. s. Army and would offer·an opinion based on his Army 
experience and limited knowledge of firearms that the noise 
which he heard was _a gunshot sound" 

Immediately thereafter, someone in the crowd, identity 
not recalled~by MC CULlOUGH stated in essence, "Dr. KING ht1;s been 
shot·. 0 MC CULLOUGH pointed out that he had been facing north 
when he b:E:)ard the sound, and upon hearing the person say some­
thing to the effect that Dr. KING had been shot, he looked eas­
terly and upward toward the rail where Dr. KING bad been standing 
and observed Dr. KING falling •~i1ckward in a southeasterly direc­
tion. It appeared as though Dr. KING may have been gtj),sping 
with one of his hands for his throat area, although MC CULLOUGa 
could not be posit~ve as to the physical movement, if any, of 
Dr. KING'S hands, Almost immediately, MCCULLOUGH turned his 
head in a westerly direction looking across Mulberry Street, 
which runs north and south, and saw no one either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings which face east toward the Lorraine ,,: 
Hotel and Motel. He saw no one in the area in the vicinity of 
the motel with a gun or a weapon of any sort. 

He saw no one running from the area in any d irect_,ion. 

A few seconds later 9 he recalled seeing a group of 
what he feltwere--Memphis Fire Department employees running 
from the rear entrance of the fire station which faces Main 
Street and ·wh~se ,rear entrance faces Mulberry street and wbich. 
is located just south of the motel 9 noting that these firemen· 
seemed to be running toward the vicinity of the motel. 
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When MCCULLOUGH looked upward again at the point 

where Dr. KING had fallen» he was first conscious of seeing 
Rev. JESSE JACKSONj an SCLC staff member from Chicago, looking 
out a doorway of a motel room just south of the_ room previously 
occupied by Dr. KING. JACKSON would have been looking in a 
westerly or actually a northwesmrnJ;vdirection, because he was 
looking toward KING's prone body. 

Almost instinctively 1 MCCULLOUGH ran up the outdoor 
iron and cement stairway which leads to the balcony from the 
ground level and which is located about two or three motel doors 
south of where KING's body rested. He turned north on the bal­
cony uj;fon reaching the second floor leve 1, running toward Dr. 
KING's' body, and noticed tha·t Dr. KING was lying prone in a 
crosswise position with his head ·pointing iri a southeasterly 
direction and his feet pointing in a northwesterly direction, 
his feet being located adjacent to the protective railing. 

Mr. MCCULLOUGH was the first person to reach the 
body of Dr. KING, and be knelt down to IJr. KING's prone body. 
Almost simultaneously, one of the Negroes at the motel, iden­
tity not recalled~ handed MCCULLOUGH a towel which MCCULLOUGH 
used to apply pressure to the wounded area of Dr. KING's body, 
which he recalled was on t~e right side of his face in the 
immediate area of his cheekbone and running down into his upper 
neck area. The wound was recalled by him to be a large wound, 
not unlike a tear. The flesh on Dr. KING's face on the right 
side thereof appeared to be torn backward toward the rear of 
his head area 9 and the wound appeared to start around the 
middle of his cheekbone and continue downt~rd into hiij, upper 
neck area. He also recalled seeing splotches of bloqd, possibly 
pinhead in size, in the immediate vicinity of the large wounded 
area, and his first impression was that these may have been 
minute pellet woundsi although he now feels that they were 
proba.bly mere blood splotches or spots. 

MCCULLOUGH attempted to apply pressure to the wound 
in an effort to stop the bleeding, as the bleeding was quite 
profuse at this time, and as he knelt•down and observed Dr. 
KING'S body in its prone position with his back facing the 
concrete floor and the front side of his body facing upward, 
the wound would have had to have been caused by a bullet or 
projectile coming toward Dr. KING frQm a northwesterly direc­
tion since it entered the right side of his face and since KING 
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was last recalled being seen by him loold.ng direct~Y wes.t. ,:~u~ 1 

· he. stood against :the band rail. It -was· his definite imprtiul-r,v· 
sion at the tjme 9 and he still h<>lds to this impression,"•' that 
the sh.ot would have come from one of .the buil«;iings to tJ;ie · 
northwest. Jhere is af se_ries ~f old buildings lecated just 
west ot the motel whose fronts would face on.s. Main:Street, 
·wl!lich is the next nortl!t-sMi>uth street west o:f UUlberry. ·. · · · · 

From the sece>nd story position ot Dr. l'.,ING ~'en be 
was .shot, coupled with the ,:,osi tion of the wo11u1.d begi.nning: 
around his cheekbone area ~nd dropping down toward bis neck . 
area, he believes the shot '

1

in all probability would have ~ome 
· ti-om one o:f these buildings at an elevated level, rather tba·n 
from the ground area surro~nding the buildings. 

' ' ' 

BC CULLOUGH also :recalled that as he applied the 
pressure around Dr. KING's cheekbone and upper neck area witk 

·. t•e towel, he was aware,of an unusual odor whi~h was similar 
t·o the -odor which ~ne smells when a firecracker is exploded. 

Shortly thereafter~ he was conscious of the fact that 
CLAM ESTO ,.and DRY IWNT had come up onto the balcony and were 
standing neU him~ BY this time, there was no doubt :i,n MC CUL• 
LOO'GH 's min<f that Dr ~ KING ·was dead. The:r :was no movement 1n 
his oody 9 and his eyes were immoldle and b~)~elieves they were 
open·, al:theugh he could not be certain of t . s. Be es.tiuted 
he applied the pressv~ for one to two minutes, a:ild by this · 
time, -a ·number of Negroes had gathered around the body 11 and be 
recalled seeing Rev. RALPH B. A ATHY, Dr. KlNG's chief ~ide. 
ABD.NATBY knelt down and bega-~: af ;J;.ying pressure ·with the 1,:owel 
which had originally ll»een held by" MC a:JLLOUGI!. 

At this point, Rev. AJmftNATD relieved MCCULLOUGH, as 
MC CULLOUGH noted that CURA HST.BR and MARY Htl'M' were cry ;t'ng and 
appeared to. be shaken eQnsiderably at the sight of Dr. KI:N(l1 t · 
body. He, was a,_fraid the:, W6uld become hysterical ~nd he ~he~•~ 
after walked with them away from the area. They walked dd,rn<t'1,e 
eutside motel stairs to the sou.th of Dr. KING's bedy ento'the 
parking lot area and stood around. 

T 
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By this time, it .would probably have been a few 
minute~ after 6:00 p.m~, and he observed a large number of 
members of the :Memphis Police Department and poss1blY the 
Shelby county Sheriff's Office in the im~ediate area. One 
of the .officers,"··•identity not recalled, a$ked all of. the 
people in the immediaterarea to remain and not leave. 

:Re estimated that be stood around the parking lot 
a:a"ea in the immediate hotel and motel area until close to 8:-0Q 
p.m. and when no orie had aslt:ed him specifically not to ieave· 
b.e le.ft and returned to the Clayborn Temple. 

Be had been to the motel on wech1esday, Apr ti' 3,. · 1968, 
wit~ some of the SCLC people and representatives of tie COME · 
group, and at no time while around the Lorraine Motel did he 
recall seeing any individuals be co'uld consider to be suspic ... 
ious or who may have given the impressioll, they were observing 
the area other than the fact that he had from time to time 
seen law enforcement officers in the area. He was unable to 
pinpoint the· exact times when be bad S;een this. . . 

MC OJ'Ltm.JGH concluded that be knew of no suspecis 
.and .~ad not recalled having heard any of his associates men­
ti.on any suspects or any suspicious persons who may have been 
fre.quenting the. area of tbe motel d,ring the day or two prior 
to Dr~ KING'S death. . 
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F'D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date-~A~p~r=i=l_S~,----.1-9~6-8 ___ _ 

Reverend RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, 690 La Verne Drive, N. W., 
Atlanta, Georgia, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Department 
at 10:55 p.m;; April 4, 1968. Reverend ABERNATHY was advised of 
the Agent's identity and of the nature of _the matter under investiga-
tion. · · 

Reverend ABERNATHY, who described himself as Vice President 
at Large and Treasurer of the. Southern. Clhris.tian Leadership 
Conferenee,_stated he was Jh". MARTI~ LUTHER KING, JR.'s .closest 
associate anp stated that he and Dr. KING always shared a room 
whenever the7 travell•d together •. Be.stat•d.thatat about 10:30 a-.m. 
GJ!l April 3, 1968, he and Dr. KING registered at the J,.orraine Motel, 
MEJphis, · Tennessee. 

· Reverend ABERNATHY stated that on April 4, 1968, he and Dr. 
K~NG did not leave the motel and spent most of the day in their 
room, #306, wkieh is located on the. second floor of the motel. 
Be stated that he and Dr. KING had been gone from their room for 
,approximately one hour or less when they returned to the room at 
about 5:30 p .. m~ - Be said they got dressed as they were g_oing to 
dinner at the home of· Reverend BILLY :KYLE and that at alm.ost exactly 
6 p.m. they started to leave the room .. Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
for a moment and Dr. KING walked out ox:nto the balcony just outside 
the door to his room. Reverend ABERNATHY was still inside the 
motel room. but could hear Dr. KING discussimig the dinner engagement 
with other associates who Reverend ABERNATHY believes were standing 
_in the parking area of the motel Ulillderneath and to the front of th• 
balcony on which Dre KING was.standing. 

Reverend ABERNATRY ~tated he heard what sounded like a fire­
craclter a:n_d · then heard the scream . of per~ons to whom Dr.. KIXG had 
'b~,11 tal~ing. _Reveremcl ABIRNATH., W<eln\t then. to the l:,)alcc:>nf .. and dis­
~ov~red Dr. KilfG lyilrllg_there w6mmided in the.r:lgb.t side of the face 
and' neck.' Ile said l he 'believe<! Dr~ KING attelipted. to speak to him 
but. was .. unable. to .do si>. Reverelilld. ABERNATHY said he instructed 
so•eo:ue to call an am~ulance and then accompanied Dr. KING in the 
ambulance to the hospital where Dre KING subsequently died. 
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Re werel!Mi AlmlUiA THY $t!Bl. t@d tlh\a t j tiltdg illllg fr<>m the sound 
of the noise it appeared t~at th® ~hot came from directly in 
frofilt of the door ~nd not f~omm ~ny g~eat dista~ceo He stated 
he did not ob~erwe ~llllything th!lll.t ~otiltld i~dic~te ~ho fired the 
shot. Rewerel!Mi ABERNATHY fa\l~o ~t!lll. ted tb!lll. t wlhli le they were in 
the motel room Dr. KING did not p t@ lhl.i~ kno~ledge 9 receive any 
telepho~e call~ of !lll. threatening natlll!.re or calls fro~ persons 
who wo~ld not identify tbem~elve~. Reverend ABERNATHY said 
D,r. KING had ~ot fe!lll.red tlroa t aimy parti~lll!.ltal.l' perS<>ll'Ull m,i;ght 
h~:rm him and Reverend ABERNATEY w~s unable to s~ggest any 
suspects or to prowidrei ~mty ctlm<SR' iimforllU.tiolli.l wb,.i~h might 
ai.ssist in id~~tifying Dr., KING'II~ killreir. .. 
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• FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL .BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 

1 

MrG CHAUNcy::Y ESKRIOOE 9 123 West.Madison Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, was interviewed at the Memphis Police Headquarters at 
12~05 a.m~, April 5, 1968. Mr$ ESKRIDGE was advised of the 
interviewing Agent's identity and of the nature of the matter 
under investigation. 

Mr~ ESKRIOOEi who identified hiEelf as General Counsel 
for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference~ advised that 
he arrived in Memphis~ Ten~essee, at approximately 11:30 a.m. 
on April 4, 1968. He stated he had been with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR" during a portion of the day on April 4, 1968, and at 
about.5:45 p®m. was standing in the parking area of the Lorraine 
Hotel when Dr. KING walked out of his motel room onto the second 
floor balcony of the motel and leaned over and began to discuss 
his dinner engagement with other persons who were standing below 
the balcony$ 

Mr~ ESKRIOOE stated he was standing with his back to 
M~lberry Street and was faciimg Dre KING when he heard to his 
right ~ear a sound like a firecracker. He looked to his rear 
momentarily to see if someone were behind him and when he looked 
toward Dro KING again he saw him lying on his back on the balcony. 
Mr9 ESKRIDGE said he heard only one shot fired and he recalled · 
that Dr~ KING was standing in front of his motel room at the 
time he was struck. He stated he beliewed the shot came from 
the area of the houses overlooki~g Mulberry Street or from the 
high grass in the yards which were behind the houses overlooking 
Mulberry Street. 

Mr. ESKRIOOE stated he had been sta~ding in the parking 
area of the Lorraine Motel for approximately 5 to 10 minutes 
prior to the shot and he had not observed anyone in the area who 
he believes might have fired the shot* He said he did not know of 
anyone who wished to harm Dr~ KING and he stated he had no other 
information which he felt might assist in identifying Dr. KING's 
killer,, 
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1 Date ___ 4:..._/_1_;3/_6_8 ___ _ 

Mr" S0WMON JONES l'I J'R., t1 314 Vance Avenue II Memphis, 
who is employed as a funeral direetor for Ro S, Lewis and Sons 

.. at the same addre~~ Wlal~ interviewed at the Lorrtine Motel, 406 
Mulberryo Memphi~" 

Mro JONES advised that he had been ~erving as 
chauffeur for Dro MARTIN LUTHER KINGu J'Rou on Dro KING'S last 
trip to Memphis" He believed that he had started driving for 

r Dre KING on April 1 0 196.tL He stated that Revet"end JAMES LAWSON 
of Memphis had reque~ted him to drive Dro KING while he was in 
Mempb.iso 

On Wednesday ~ighto April 3 9 19680 Dro KING spoke 
at the Mason Temple in Memphis and after the speech retµrned 
to the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry 0 Memphiso Dre KING told 
him to report back to the Lorraine Motel on Thursday morning, 
April 4 0 1968 6 at 8i30 aomoo as Dro KING was due to go to 
court in Memphis in regard to a re$training ordero 

Mro JONES ~tated that on Thursday morningu April 4, 
1968e he returned to the Lorraine Motel at about 8i30 aem., 
which motel i~ located at 406 Mulberryo He stated this motel 
is located on the east side of Mulberry S~reet and is bordered 
on the north by Huling Avenue and on the south by East Butlere 

He advised that he parked the carowhich wa~ used to' 
drive Dro KING and which car wa~ a 1961 Cadillac and belonged 
to the Res. Lewi~ and Son~ Funeral HomeQ in the parking area 
of the Lorraine Motele He parked thi~ ear in front of Room 
201 whieh is on the groullld level of the Lorrainie Motel" The 
car was headed into the motel area whi~h would have been in an 
easterly dire©tiono 

A short time after he arrived Reverend ANDREW YOUNG, 
an a~~ociate of Dr" KINGu do~ta~ted JONES allld stated that Dr" 
KING wa~ not going to go to ~ourt on the morning of April 4 0 

1968 0 and YOUNG was going to go to ~ourte Reverend YOUNG 
informed JONES that he was to remain at the motel as Dro KING 
wa~ to later that day addre~s the ~anitation workerso 
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JONES advised that he remained at the Lorraine 
Motel and ate his lunch at the motelQ At about 3:00 p.m., 
April 4 0 1968, Reverend BILLY KIZER (phonetic), a minister in 
Memphis, informed JONES that Dre KING and other members of his 
staff were going to have dinner at Reverend KIZER 8 s home at 
about 5i00 Pomo, April 4u 19680 

Mro JONES stated that Dro KING dtd not leave the 
motel area the entire day of April 4o 19680 and JONES stated 
that he stayed in this area the entire dayo 

He advised that Drp KING and his group did not leave 
the motel at 5i00 P..J:llci as had been originally mentioned to him 
by Reverend KIZER., At. approximately 6:::00 pomog April 4, 1968, 
JONES noticed Dr .. KING come out of @l room on the balcony · 
level of the Lorraine Motel which room wers north of Room 306 
where Dr. KING was residinge Dre KING proceeded to Room 306 
and as he was a.bout to enter the room Dro KING told JONES to 
start the car as they were preparing to go to dinnere JONES 
stated he started the car and Dro KING went into Room 306 
where he was staying with Reverend ABERNATHY. 

Dro KING came out of Room 306 a short time later and 
was standing on the balcony area in front of Room 306a At this 
time Dr. KING was fully dressede Dre KING was looking fr~ the 
balcony level down to JONES who was standing beside the car on 
the ground levelo JONES advised the car was still parked in 
front of Room 207~ Dro KING was talking to JONES about the 
weather and JONES stated he told Dro KING he should put on 
a topcoat as it was cool outsideo He stated that he was 
looking up at Dro KING during this conversation and Dro KING 
was facing west and that he 0 JONES, was facing easto DrG KING 
acknowledged JONES concerning obtaining his topcoat. 

JONES stated while he wa~ still looking at Dro KING· 
he heard a sound which he thought was a fire crackero Dr. KING 
fell to the floor of the walkway in front of Room 3060 At this 
point JONES could see blood coming from Dro KINGg and realized 
the sound was actually a shot rather than a fire crackero 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44=1987 
3 

JONES stated that he started mcreaming and calling for help 
and repeatedly called several timem 00:Dr., KING I s been shot., 6,1 

He advised that at the time of the shooting that 
JESSE JACKSON 6 a staff miember of Dr$ KING@ was standing at 
Room 305.. Be also recal;led that Dr" KING 9 s lawyer by the 
name of ESKRIDGE of Chicago,, Illinois 0 was standing near JONES 
on the ground level. 

After seeing Dro KING bleeding and realizing that 
he was shot0 JONES stated that he and ESKRIDGE did not run 
to the side of Dro KING a~ others were coming to Dr .. KING's aid. 
However 0 he and ESKRIDGE turned west since th,at was the direction 
in. which the shot had. origin,crted 0 and went toward Mulberry 
Street which street is located on the front portion of the 
motelo They ran about 50 feet and stopped opposite the 
office of the motelo JONES stated he and the lawyer both 
th~n looked around and ~aw nothing. JONES stated he ran 
about another ten feet we~t and stopped at the edge of 
the sidewalk in front of the motel a:nd. stood beside a brick wallt 
He stated ESKRIDGE also ran up to same area opposite himo 
He advised when he reached this poi:irnt. he looked opposite the 
point where he was $tanding which wa~ also the driveway areae 
He looked opposite the driveway area toward the west side 
of Mulberry Streete This area has a large retaining walle 
Immediately above the retaining wa~l is a grassy area with some 
small shrubs and busheso This area is behind some bul.dings 
facing SQuth Main Street" He got. a quick glimpse of a person 
with his back toward Mulberry Street~ 

He estimatedfdhe person. he glimpsed would have been 
approximately 60 feet from where he was standingD He pointed 
out it was dusk dark and he merely got a quick glimpse of 
someone in that areae He stated that it was the back of this 
individual and he ~ould not tell whether the person was 
Negro or whitee This person was moving rather fast and he 
recalls that he believed he was wearing some sort of light 
colored jacket with somevsort of a hood or parkae He stated 
this, per~on apP,!e~red to 'tiim. to e s• 11°u or ad little tallero 

He dia not ~ee him carryi~g any~h)lmJg is hand an did not 
notice anything ~on~erning his dres~ below his waist~ 
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He said he could not tell anything further about 
this individual and it could have been 'an officero but he 
could not furnish any further details concerning thisindividual •. 

He related that he did not look to his left or south 
o~ Mulberry Streeto After taking a quick glimpse he innnediately 
ran back to the motel area where Dre KING was locatedo He ran 
up the middle stairway of the motel which stairway was opposite 
Room 308~· As he was running up the stairway he noticed a red 
ambulance had arrived and he believed this ambulance was a Memphis 
Fire Department ambulanceo · 

At this point he stated he was in such a state of 
shock that someone putbim in Room 308 and he had to lie down 
for a memento While tll\.'ev were placing Dr. KING into the 
ambulance!' LEE BERNARQ; ~n aide of Dr .. KING11 came into Room 308 
and told him to calm down and for him to drive the car and 
follow DroKING's ambulance .. JONES stated he drove the car which 
had been used for Dr... KING and followed tl'le ambulance to the 
hospital .. In the ca~ with him was Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and 
LEE BERNARD" 
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Date __ 4=/:.....:1=1=/-'6;...;:8'-------
1 

Rev. BERNARD SOOTT LEE, 334 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta,' 
Georgia, was interviewed at .. the :Poli©ce Department, Memphis, · 
Tennessee, in tlble presence.li~f Lt. roM MARSHALL,. Homicide 
Bureau, Memphis Police Dep~;i,tment •. ~v ~ LEE voluntarily 
furnished the fo.ll@wing information: " · 

Rev. LEE stated that he came to Memphis on April 3, 
1968, with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER K1]{G 9 JR., and had been staying 
at the Lorraine Motel since his arrival._ He-was registered· 
in Room 205 and was alone in that room. ·· Be advised that. 
Dr. K~NG was registered in Room 306 with Rev. ABERNATHY, an~· 
their room was immediately above his and one doo.r south of 

· his unit. ' ' 

Rev. LEE stated that he and Dr .... KING and .. all members 
of their party had been.around the Lorraine Motel most of the 
day. He advised that he dressed for dinner and left his 
motel room at approximately 5 :.45 to 5: 50. P,.M,. a~d went ·to the 
CCi>urt yard of the Lorraine Motel where he joined otber . · 

. ff• \ 

members of the staff of", the Southern Christi-.an. Leadership, . -·- t .. :r_iY\r,'W•f;--:,1: t1,~ 
Conference (SCLC) and local community people.: ·. LEE. stated-dtt· 
that t~me he was ~tandi!lg about, tluree feet from. the: step:s ' I.',.:' 

on the north e,nd of the court y~rd whi~h led to the second 
floor of the motel. He sta.id he saw Dre· KING come out of 

,his room· at approximately 6:00 P.M. and Dro KING walked out 
on the balcony in front-of that room. Rev. LEE stated about 
that time his attention was directed to, two female workers,' 
names unknown, who were following' one of the staf'f cars of 
SCLC as they drove into the Lorraine .Motel. He said as he 
was looking at these. individuals l) · he heard a. shot and knows 
that the shot came from across the street in front of Dr. · 
KING' s room and which would be coming from the west • Rev. · 
LEE said he immediately realized. _that this was not a -fire­
cracker and that it was a shot from a high caliber rifle. 
He:said-he based this on his experience in the U. So Air 
Force and pointed <l\Ut that he, has fi!C'ed the. M-2 carbine as 
well as the ~.22 caliber rifle~ · He said he immediately knew 
that this was not· a. blast from a. sl:mtgun but from a high caliber 
rifle,. Rev. LEE stated· he immediately looked toward the 

55 

On _4_/_4_/_6_8 ___ at Memphis., Tennessee File# Memphis 44-1987 

by SA ORVILLE V .. JOHNSO:tr:mnr Date dictat~d ,,, ' 4/10/68 
, ~-· ' " > , 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions'of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and.is ioanedto 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . . , . · .: 

a - Ill• 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
2 

buildings which were to the west of him but said he did not 
see anyone in any of the windows of these buildings who could 
have fired that shot. He said he only recalls seeing some 
white police officers who had shotguns but knew at the time 
that this shot was not from~ shotgun but from a high caliber 
rifle. Rev. LEE said he turned and looked at Dr. KING and saw, 
that he had fallen back and was lying on the floor of the 
balcony. He said he believed th~t he saw Dr. KING 9 s hands 
leave the railing of the balcony and that this indicated to 
him that Dr. KING was l~i!i!itlling over the btJilcony rail at the 
time of the shooting. Rev. LEE said he saw Rev. YOUNG 
running up the steps which were on the north end of the motel 
leading up to the second floor~ and he immediately started 
to where Dr. KING w~s~ following behind Rev. YOUNG. He said 
when he re~ched Dr. KING» Dro KING w~s lying on the balcony 
floor in a large pool of blood. He advised that he could 
tell that~ bullet h~d torn out~ section of the right side 
of Dr. KINGqs face between the high cheek bone and the 
lower bone of the jaw. Rev. LEE said he immediately asked one 
of the police officers who had rushed to Dr. KING to call an 
ambulance and he said ~n ambulance appe~red on the scene 
shortly thereaftero 

Rev. LEE pointed out that he only heard one shot and 
is of the positive opinion that this slhtoit came from a hig.h 
powered rifle and definitely not any type of a shotgun. He 
advised he did not see lihnyone fleeing the area around the 
motel who might have any connection with the person who shot 
Dr. KING and stated that at the ti~e of the shooting he did not 
see anyone on the b&il lcony of the mo..te 1 with Dr. KING. 

'--

Rev. LEE continued by advising that the only in­
dividuals he can identify by name who were in the court yard 
of the Lorraine Motel i!ilt the time of th® shooting were Rev. 
ANDREW YOUNG, Attorney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, and Mr. SOLOMON 
JONESe Rev. LEE stated that there were other individuals 
at the motel at the time of the shooting but he c~nnot 
identify them by n~me. Rev. LEE stated that Rev. ABERNATHY 
was in Room 306 at the time of the shooting and was probably 
the first person to ~rrive ~t Dr. KING's side after the 
shooting. Rev. LEE stated th~t when he arrived at the place 
where Dr. KING was lyi~g, Dr. KING was unconscious but did 
~ttempt to make some sounds which he ~ould not understand. 

56 

-2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
3 

Rev. LEE advised th~t Dr. KING was p~t in an ambulance, and 
Rev. ABERNATHY accompanied him to the hospital. 

Rev. LEE advised that he h~s tto idea who is 
responsible for shooting Dr. KING and said he noticed nothing 
at the time of the s~ooting which might be of value to identify 
this individual. Be reiterated that he was not looking at 
Dr. KING at the time he was shot but was looking in the area 
of the court yard around the Lorrtiil!ll.e Motel. He stated these 
are all of the facts that he can re©all at the present time 
regarding the shooting of Dr. KING a~d the events which happened 
immediately after the shooting. · 
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Date ---'4/'-9_;/'-6_8 ____ ~~ 

Rev. AMDREW J. YOUNG, 1Q88 Veltre Circle, SoW., 
Atlanta, Georgia" home telephone 753-8320, business tele­
pho~e 522-1420, was interviewed by Dete~tiwe R. Ro DAVIS, 
Homicide Bureau, Memphis» Te~nessee 9 ~lice Department, and 
SA EUGENE G. DOUGLASS at t~e Memphis Police Dep~rtment at 
~ppr@ximately 11:00 P.M. 

Rev. YOUNG advised t~t he is the Executive Vice 
President of the Sout~ern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC). He stated that o~ April 4, 1918, at approximately 
6:00 P.M. he was ait the wrr~ine Mot<eil 9 406 Mulberry)) Memphis! 

He advised,that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
occupied Room 301 of th:ts·motel 9 and Rev. YOUNG occupied 
Room.209. Be stated that a.t ~pproximately 6:00 P.M., April 4, 

. 1968, they were preparing to got@ dinner witk other members 
of the SCLC stlllff. He a.dvis<ed tllill~t Dr. KING was standing on 
the second floor on the balc@~Y portioR of the motel and Rev. 
YOUNG W3S down· im the c@urt ya.rd j~st below Dr. KING. He 
advised that Dr~ KING ca.me oat ont@ the bal~e~y in front of 
Room 306 of the 1!ftotel ~md e~lled down to M~ o, SOLOMON JONES., 
JR., who was standing on the ground level and advised 

MJI?,,•:. JONES to start tlhle mot@r of tbe C$t:ll.". Rev. YOUNG stated 
that he overheard Mr.,.- JOBS say to Dr. KING, ~1 thi~ you 
need a coat" and then Rev. YiJ[ffl'G advi~~d th~t a staff member 
drove up in a car on the driveway of 'tlhle motel, and he turned 

,away to look at this individual. 

At this point b@ stated Ihle be~rd a soumd and thought 
it was a firecracker but thellll ~® lo@ked up and observed Dr. 
KING lying on his back en the floor of the balcony of Room 
SOS. Rev. YOUNG stated llle :iral!:ll up the stairs to Dr .. KING and 
observed that Dr. KING was seriously.wounded. He then looked 
across the street a~d ~bselt"Ved police offi~ers coming from 
the area where he thouglhlt tb~ shot may have come from but 
stated he observed no @ne else. 

,. Rev~ YOUNG &1dvised that the poli@e officers th.en 
calLed for a Memplhds Fire D®p$rtmemt ?i11.i111ibullillll~e ~!lld ke stated 
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he helped cover Dr. KXN@ with~ bl~nk~t amd stated he observed 
th~t Dr. KING was lcsi~g bl@@d rapidly. He stated that at 
t~is time he checked Dro KING 0 s pulse ~~d m@ted it was very 
strong. He stated this w~s just pri@r t@ the arrival cf the 
am~ulance 9 but be ~oti©ed bl@@d c@mi~g from the wound on the 
right side of Dr. KING 0 s me~k. 

Rev. YOUNG stat~d that whe~ be referred t@ the area 
from whi©h he thcug~t th® sh@t had ©@me 9 he was referring 
tc a large clump of bushes which is-located on the west side 
of Mulberry' directly @ppcsite fmm the area where Dr. KING's 
r@om was located. He p@inted cut th~t the mctel is located 
on the e~st side of Mulberry. Be stated he was standing 
Ollll the ground level b®l@w Dr. KING t~lki~g to.~ staff member, 
whose n~me he could ~ct re©~ll 9 whe~ he ·me~rd the sound which 
he. l~ter deter~dimed t@ I»® ~. gul!lls!ll(l)t. He stated tmat he would 
n~t· h~ve been able to @bserve a fl~sh from a gun being fired 
o~ the west side of Mulberry ~s the swimming pool wall 
bloeked his view from th~t are~. 

He ~inted cut th~t immediately after seeing Dr. 
KING fall he ran upstmir~ to assist Dr. KING and then looked 
a©r@ss the street but did ~@t see ~ny ©~rs leaving the scene 
in~ hurry ~nd saw no i~diwidu~ls who he felt e~uld have been 
responsible fQr the shooting. 
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Date April 15, 1968 

CEOLAR SHAVERS, 610 F Brownmall 1 Clayborn Homes, 
Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following information: 

She advised that she formerly was employed as a m,aid 
at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee 1 and that she was on duty on the 11:00 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. shift OD April 3 and 4, 1968. 

She also stated that sometime around 6:00 p.m. on 
April 4 1 1968, pursuant to instructions from her employer, 
Mr. 'WALTER BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Hotel and Motel, she was 
-proceeding along the second level of the motel on the balcony 
in a southerly direction to clean two rooms, which had not been 
taken care of by the maid assigned to these rooms. It was 
not normally her responsibility to clean these rooms, but 
the other maid left work at about 5:30 p.m. without ~ttending 
to them. 

She stated she had not as yet passed Room 306, but 
estimated that she was in front of Room 304 proceeding in the 
direction of Room 306 when she heard what she thought was a shot. 
She stated the sound was very loud, and caused her to drop some 
sheets, which she had been carrying 1 and that it frightened 
her quite a bit. 

She stated that right after hearing the sound, she 
looked down into the courtyard parking lot area, and saw many 
people beginning to assemble. She advised that she then looked. 
in a northwesterly direction toward some buildings where she 
believed the sound came from. She stated that she did not see 
anyone, and definitely did not see anyone in the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street nor did she see anyone running away 
from these bushes. 

She also stated that she had been employed at the 
Lorraine for about six weeks, and during that tim~ cannot 
recall seeing or hearing anything suspicious nor anything which 
she would consider to be connected with the assassination of 
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• 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING,. JR. 

• 

She further advised that after being startled by the lou~ 
noise,which sounded to her like a shot, she was very frightened 
and did not look at DR. KING. She did not see him get hit. 
S'he did look at him shortly thereafter, and saw him as he fell 
to the ground. She remembers looking at his feet as he fell. 

She stated she then quickly went down the steps to 
the ground level, and recalls nothing else relating to the 
sound. .,:! 

'r 
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WALTER LANE BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Motel and Hotel, 
406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following 
information: 

He has owned the Lorraine Motel and Hotel since 1945 
and Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had :stayed there on approximately 
twelve occasions since 1958. To the best of his knowledge, 
Dr. KING had never received any threats on his life while staying, 
at the hotel. To .his knowledge, no one had been acting in a 
suspicious manner 1 'such as asking questions about Dr. KINGi's 
whereabouts, nor had he heard of anyone walking or driving up 

. Mulberry looking as if he were ncasing 11 or "sizing up' 1 the 
location during any of Dr. KING's visits. 

He stated he did not know Dr. KING very well but ·be­
lieved he was acting very strangely on April 4, 1968. He ·sail!l: t·hat 
Dr. KING norm.ally was very •businesslike in manner and nee:- 11 joked 
:around:. but on that date at the motel he was very jovial and was 
,·,teasing and cutting up 1'. He believed this type of behavior was 

.out of character with Dr. KING'S past activities and thought it 
strange but could attach no meaning or significance to it. 

Mr. BAILEY said he heard what he thought was a shot 
at approximately 6:00 p.m.., on April 4, 196a, while he was in 
the northern lower section of his hotel. He could feel the 

Entire hotel shake when the shot went off. He ra-n outside and 
looked up and saw Dr. KING lying on the balcony in•front of his· 
room, which was #306. He said confusion was all around the 
hotel arl he could not recall any details after looking up at 
Dr. KING. 

He said he had absolutely no informa~ion or thoughts 
on the assassination of Dr. KING but would notify the FBI 
should he acquire any information of value. 

On __ 4_/_4_/_6_8 ___ at Memphis, Tennessee File # _Pi_!e_m_p_h_is_4_4_-_1_9~8_7_~_ 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON & 
by _SA __ J_O_H_N_W_._BA_U_E_' R_: S_MD __ : _c_j_s ________ Date dictated _4_/_l_0_/_68 ___ ~~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. · It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date 4/12 /68 

OLIVIA HAYES, maid, Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that she was on 
duty ·at that motel from 12:00 noon until 8:00 p.m., April 3 and 
4, 1968. 

She advised that she was:"cleaning up"' the rooms on 
April 3, 1968, and worked as a desk clerk on April 4, 1968~, 

She advised that she was not in a position to observe 
anyone on Mulberry Street on April 3, 1968, since she was 
cleaning up on the inside. She further advised that she could 
not observe Mulberry Street from h~r location behind the desk 
on April 4, 1968, and did not see ~nyone on Mulberry when she 
took her work breaks. · 

. HAYES said thatm one made inquiries concerning Dr. 
KING to her and no one acted suspiciously on either date, that 
she could recall. 

She stated she could recall nothing relating to the 
assassination of Dr. KING and could furnish no information at 
all. 
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MA.RY ELLEN NORWOOD, Desk. Clerk and cook, Lorraine 
Motel and Hotel, 406. Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
furnished the following information: · 

She worked from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., Apri.l 3,:n _ 
and April 4, 1968, at the Lorraine Hotel in the kitchen · ,. ' 
cooking food. She heard a shot around 6 : 00 p. m. on April 4 ,. 
1968, and ran out of the kitchen, out the back door on the ~ 
eastern side of the hotel, looked around, but saw nothing 
and re-entered the hotel and ran out of the main entrance 
on the east side of the hotel. She looked up and saw Dr. 
KING lying on the balcony in front of room 306, but at no 
time did she look in a westerly direction towards South Main 
Street. She said she has no other information concerning the 
assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and would 
immediately notify the FBI should she.recall or obtain any 
further information. 
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EUNIS E. MILLER, cook and waitress, Lorraine Motel and 
Hotel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that 
she worked at the hotel from 7:00 a.m, until 3:30 p.m. on 
April 3 and 4, 1968~ She said she had absolutely no infor~ 
mation regarding the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

. JR~, as she worked ins:id e the hotel both days and was not : 
outside at all during her working hours. 

She advised she would notify the FBI should she 
remember or obtain any information regarding the assassination. 
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1 Date __ A_p_:r_i_l_l_0_,_1_9_6_8 __ 

Mr. GUY WARREN CANIPE 9 JR$, 1078 Brower Road, 
Memphis 9 Tennes~~e 1 telephone number 324-0344, owner of 
Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennes~e~, telephone number 525-0439 9 furnished the following 
information to Lt$ J. Do HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department 9 and Special Agent FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON:. 

He ha~ been in bu~ine~s in the South Main Street 
area for the past twenty years. His ~tore had been closed 
and unattended most of the day, April 4, 1968, he having 
been with Mr'e EDWIN BODENHEIMER, 180 Clark Place, Memphis, 
one of his competitors and a close friendt during the day. 
He had left his store around 9:00 or 9:30 A.M. and did not 
return until after 5:00 PoMe 

Soon after he returned 9 two Negro males came into 
his store and started looking at phonograph records on som~. 
shelves on the south side of the store near the front door~ 
He had been playing reeords on a vgjukebox:v1 located toward the 
front of the storee He did not hear a shot or noise which'· 
he thought might be a shot anytime around 6:00 PaMo One of 
the Negro men was overheard by him subsequently to say that 
he, the customer, did hear a shot. 

Sometime around 6:00 PoMe (although he has no way 
of fixing the time) 9 he· heard a 9vthud" in the vicinity of 
the front door of his store. He looked up to observe a 
bundle lying in front of the door to his store~ He pointed 
out that the front door of his store is offset or located tn 
a recess off the sidewalk. Almost simultaneously as he lookect 
up after hearing this v'thud 9 vv h~ saw a white man walking 
south on the sidewalk in front of his store. 

After hesitating momentarily, Mr$ CANIPE walked 
out onto the sidewalk 1 looking in both directions to see 
what happened to the man who obviously had dropped this 
bundle* As ne did this 9 a white small car 9 possibly a compaQt, 
pulled away from the curb on the east side of Main Street 
at a point just south of his store. There was only one man 
in the carg namely the driver& 
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When Mr. CANIPE looked north on Main Street .he· 
'' 

~aw a D~puty Sheriff walking rapidly on the ~idewalk on the 
~ast side of Main 9 approa©hing Mr. CANIPE~ this Deputy having 
hi~ revolver drawn. Mwo CANIPE» concluding that something· 
unu$J1mil had just octmrr®d 9 · immediately stepped back into: · 
his stor~. This Deputy proceed~d south on the 'ii'tddewalk past 
hi~ ~to~e, not stopping. A abort time later after other' 
officers had a:lt"rived., h((;) ~aw thii3 !!ame Deputy and ta,lked 
to him~ He does not know his n~me~ 

After additional o:ff icerrs arrive(t, their attention'.· , 
was called to the bundle lying to the front of CANIPE's store~. 

As to the content~ of the bundle or package which 
he observed, he pointed out that it appeared to be a rather 
large pa$.;teboard box abcn:rt the size he would expect a shotgun 
or rifle to be shipped in0 The top of this box was ajar and 
he ob~erved a portion of a gun barrel~ There was some type 
cloth over the top of thi$ bundle 9 which cloth was green' in 
color and which impressed him as pos~ibly being a curtain of 
some kind. In obse:tring thi~ bundle he noticed that the . 
pasteboard bo. . 'f-Be word ggBrowningvq on it~ ae also saw 
some type of su tease or brief case underneath-the clothe 

As to the parking ~ituation in front of his stor•, 
Mr.· CANIPE furni~hed the following information: · · ·'' 

In front of his store on the east side of Main 
there are three parking spaces between a fire plug an~ a 
driveway south of his store. He ui\:llually is able to park 'in 
one of these spaces. Howeve:ir 1 when he arrived at,his store 
after 5:00 PoMe 9 April 4 9 1968 9 all three of these spaces 
were filled and he had to park his 1962 red station wagon at 
a point south of the above mentioned driveway. He does not 
recall noticing the make and model of the three cars parked 
in these spacesi but he is certain that there was a white 
smaller car 1 possibly a Valiant or Comet 9 parked in the 
parking space nearest his door (which will be referred to 
a~ parking space number one)a He doGs not recall the cars 
parked in spaces two and three s .>uth of this white car$, 

He is certain in his own mind that the white small 
car he saw pull away from the curb a~ he looked out of his 
door, as outlined above? was parked in either number two. 
parking space or number three parking space 9 but he does not· 
know which of these ~paces this car wa~ parked in. He cannot 
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further describe the car that pulled away 9 but he heard one 
of the Negro male customer~ tell the Police that this car 
that pulled away was a Mustang. He definitely knows the· 
car was white and was sure that the c~r was a smaller car, 
pos~ibly a compact car 9 rather than a full-si~~ average · 
American car such as~ standard model Ford or Chevrolet. 
He ~tated that it would be hi~ judgment that the car was 
at lea.sit a 1965 or later model. He d:i.d not observe· the 
license plates at all. 

Based upon the period of time which elapsed from 
the timie he heard the "thud0v near his front door until the 
time he walked out of hli!S! front doo:r and rsaw the white small 
car pulling ~way, coupled with the fact that he did not see 
a man proceeding south on the sidewal.k as he looked south, 
Mr$ CANIPE feels that the man who had dropped or thrown tbe 
bundle in front of his ~tore wa~ the man driving the white 
small car away from the curb, a~ outlined above. He only 
knows that this man in the sm.&11,ll white car drove north on 
Main past his front door. He does not know whether the 
car turned off Main Street at the next block or whether it 
continued to proceed north on Main Street. He does not 
think that the car was traveling unu~ually.fast and he did 
not hear the tires ~'screech~' a~ thiei car left. 

As to a description of the man who dropped the 
bundle and walked south on Main pa~t hi~ store 1 Mr. CANIPE 
~tated that he only had the opportunity to vi~w this man 
momentarily 9 seeing the ba©k of thi~ man. He stated he saw 
the man's back and the man'~ left side ~nly. He stated he 
did not ~ee the man•~ face unle~~ po~sibly he got a 
fleeting glance at the left ~ide of the man's face. Mr. 
CANIPE furnished the following de~cription of this man: 

Race~ 
Sex~ 
Age~ 
Height: 
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White 
Male 
25 - 30j possibly older 
5' 10'~ = 6' 
(at fir~t placed height at 
6 feet but on reflection 
~tated man might be shorter 
and in no event could he 
be ©ertain as to approxi­
matie height) 
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Weight~ 

Build: 
Hair: 

Dress: 

Over-all Impression: 

1'15 - 200 pounds 
(at first estimated weight 
at 170 - 185, stating ,if. 
:man i~ ~s tall as 6 feet· 
then he might weigh as

1 
mucb 

a,$\l 200, •~ he gained · 
impre~.H~ ion man was "chunky'!.); 

1111chunlq,•1111 . 
Dark~ cut normally 
(chdini tely bareheaded) 
Gained impre~sion man wearing 
dark colored suit 
Veiry clean, neat in appearan~e, 
clean cut. 

Mr. CANIPE advised that no one was in his store at 
the time of the above r~lated inci~ent other than the two 
Negro:males 9 one of whom ha~ been purchasing records from 
him in the past 9 the other not being recalled as a former 
customer. He stated that he cannot recall any other persons 
in the immediate vicinity at the time, and the next person 
he saw after seeing the unknown man who dropped or threw 
down the bundle was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff who 
was walking rapidly on the ea~t side of Main Street toward 
CANIPE's store 9 having his gun drawn 1 when Mr. CANIPE looked 
out the door as outlined above. He described this Deputy 
as a white male, age twenty to thirty~ bareheaded~ 5' 10'', 
165 poundsj wearing a Sheriff's Office uniform and definitely 
having the Shelby County Sheriff's Office insignia on his arm, 
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1 Date __ A=p_r_i~l_l_O~,_l:_9_6_8~ 

Mro BERNELL FINLEY 9 1468 Kyle 9 Memphis, Tennessee, 
home telephone number 275-6524 9 who ~tated that he is an 
off~et pre~sman at the Church of God in Christ Publishing 
House 1 930 Ma~on Street, Memphis 9 Tennes~ee, telephone 
number 526-1169 9 was interviewed at his home by Lt~ J. Df>. 
HAMBY 9 Homicide Bureau 9 Memphi~ Poli©e Department, and 
Special Agent FRANKLIN Lo JOHNSON. He furnished the 
following information: 

He got off work at appro~imately 5~20 P.M., 
April 4, 1968 9 and he and a fellow employee 9 JULIUS GRAHAM, 
drove in Mr. FINLEY'S car 9 a 1964 white 9 four-door Rambler, 
directly to Canipe A:mt11.ll:15l<el11uimt Company 9 424 South Main Street,, 
where they wanted to look over ~ome old phonograph records.· 
As they proceeded north on South Main Street to the vicinity 
of this store, they ob~erved that all of the parking spaces 
in the block in front of CANIPE'~ ~tore on the east side of 
Main were filled with automobile~. They continued north on 
ia-~~th Main to Huling Street 1 turning right and parking Mr. 
F$NLEYq$ ear near a driveway under con~truction in the first 
ibl~ck east of Main Street~ They walked directly to Canipe 
Amusement Company~ He estimated they arrived there about 
5:30 P.M* There were no customer~ in Canipe Amusement 
Company other than Mr. FINLEY and Mre GRAHAM. The two of 
them proceeded to look at old re~ords in shelves on the south 
side of the store near the front of the store. The owner, 
Mr. CANIPE 1 was playing the vv jukebox. v~ 

Sometime around 6:00 PoMe 9 Mr~ FINLEY heard a 
noise that so1.mded like a ~hot. He doe~ not know whether 
Mr~ GRAHAM or Mr. CANIPE heard this noi~e, a§ they said 
nothing and he said nothing. He attached no particular 
significance to hearing this noise at the time, but continue4 
to look at records* Shortly thereafter and certainly within 
a matter of ju~t a minute or ~o 9 h~ heard a ~econd noise near 
the front door of CANIPE's ~toree He 9 Mr. GRAHAM 1 and Mr. 
CANIPE all immediately looked to the front door where they 
~aw a box or package or bundle lying immediately in front 
of the door of thi~ ~tore~ As his attention was attracted 
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to tlhis box or package 9 he al~o ifllaw a man walking rapidly, 
south on the sidewalk on the east ~ide of Main, it being 
obvious that this wa~ the person who had dropped or thrown 
the package in front of CANIPEqs :store 9 there being no one 
else around in that area and the box or package not having 
been there earlier. 

Mr~ FINJLEY recall:s that Mr. CANIPE walked up to 
the door and Mr. FINLEY follow~d him. Mr. CANIPE opened 
the door and started outside but immediately backed up and 
said 9 HGet back 9 there's some kind of trouble out here and 
I don't want no part of it.u Immediately thereafter, Mr~ 
FINLEY saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk 
south on Main, with his gun drawn 1 this Deputy not stopping 
but continuing south on Main in the ~a:m.e direction in whi~h · 
the above mentioned unknown man had walked. A few minutes 
thereafter he saw thi~ same Daputy in front of CANIPE's stor.~ 
with his gun.still drawn looking up a~ though he were trying· 
to observe the upper ~tories o~ the. building~ in the vicinitJ~, 
A number of other off1.cers arr::11,ved 1.mmedi:a.tely thereafter, \ 
all of them being on foot$ 

Just about the time that Mr~ CANIPE started out 
of the front door of the store p Mr. FINLEY heard the "sQreeo>i''' 
of tires and looked up to ~e~ a white Muf!ltang speeding north 
on Main past CANIPE'~ ~tore$ 

Mr. FINLEY explained that there was a car parked 
in front of CANIPE'~ ~tore and therefore he did not get a 
full view of the car which had ~ped away 9 but he did see 
the rear portion of the roofline 9 as well as the trunk of 
the speeding cart and there i~ no question in his mind that 
this was a white car and there has been no question in his 
mind but what the car wa~ a Mu~tang$ 

At the time thi~ car ~ped awayp Mr. FINLEY stated 
that he did not as~ociate the ~peeding white Mu~tang with 
the man who had dropped the box or package 9 but after he 
learned what had occurred and after reflecting on the matter, 
he is now of the opinion that the man who dropped the package 
and walked south on the ~idewalk pa~t CANIPE's store was 
probably the man who got into the white Mustang and speq away 
from the area, going north on Main. A~ nearly as he can · 
recall the sequence of the events 9 this white Mustang sped 
away from the curb moment~ before the Deputy Sheriff walked 
south past CANIPE'~ store~ 
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A~ to the car~ in the parking spaces in front.of 
and to the south of CANIPE~~ ~tore on the east side of Main, 
Mr$ FINLEY advised that the car in the fir~t position (that 
is, the car in front of CANIPEus store) wa~ there when he 
first arrived at CANIPE 0 s ~tore and was there when he 
eventually left the areao He ~tated that after he had been 
questioned by Policie ai.nd left CANIPE~s rsltor~~ there were 
no other vehicle~ immediately behind the car in front of 
CANIPE's store. He stated he w~s not in position to tell 
whether the speeding white Mu~tang pulled away from a parking 
space immediately behind the ©ar which remained parked in 
front of CANIPE's; store 9 or whether possibly it pulled away 
from a parking space f~her south of this point. 

Mr. FINLEY stated that he simply did not observe 
whether there was one or more occupant~ in the speeding 
Mustang 9 and he did not observe the licen~e plates on this 
Mustang. He stated that the Mustang was one of the standard. 
varieties and not the ~~Fastbacki' variety of MulSltang. 

Mr0 FINLEY stated that the first person he saw 
in the area after his attention was first attracted by the 
dropping of the box was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff 
with a revolver in his hand 1 and he knows of no one other 
than himself 9 Mr~ CANIPEv and Mr. GRAHAM who saw the man 
in question and who saw the white Mustang speed away from 
the area, going north on Main. 

As to the box or package dropped or thrown down 
by the unknown man~ Ml". FINLEY stated that he observed a 
pasteboard be« about 4 feet x 6 or 8 inche~ x 3 or 4 inches, 
having a tag of ~ome kind on itv the top to this box being 
partially off to the point where he could see from one foot 
to 18 inches of the barrel of a gun. Eventually he observed 
that this gun was a rifle with a scope on it. There was 
some type of luggag~ 9 approximately 2 feet x 1½ fee.t x 6 or 
8 inchesv larger than an attache casep and some type of 
cloth folded over both of these itemse 

Mre FINLEY stated that after the above mentioned 
armed Deputy Sheriff w~lked past CANIPE's ~tore and after 
some other officer~ had arrived and were in front of CANIPE's 
store 9 Mr. CANIPE motioned to the offieers from inside 
CANIPE's store 9 attracting the attention of one of them and 
pointing out the item~ left in front of the 8tore and 
explaining to them what had oc©1ill:irred. 
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As t«:,11 a de~cription of the ull'llkllill@wn. malt».. who dropped,, .. ·' 

or threw down the package 9 Ml°.; FINLEY pointed out that he 
$aw this man.only momentarily 9 the maB not taking over one 
or two steps while still in Mro FINLEY'S viewq. He:stated 
that he H~ml:, got a gl iimpse of the iman 9 

00
~ imot f!leei~g hi$ 

face·e:cept enough of the left side of the.man'~ face to 
tell ·that he.was a white mano He furnished the following 
description of this iman: · · 

Race.: 
Se:ic: . 
Age: 

White 
Male 1 

• • •
1 

. Simply not in ~ position .. to,, : 
judge other th~n to state ,, ' 

'!, i, 

, , ' 

that man was not an old ·a.an. , ., 
(based upon the manner in' .. ,, , : i. 

Height: 
which he walked). 

5' gtt to 5 • ion . (Mr. FINLEY 
at fir1St pla@ed the height 
at f>96~t to 5'8'', ~tating ,· ,,, ,' 
that his final estimate , - ·r;-
was a little bettel" than;, .. ';,: 
a guess).. . ., 
Around 160 pou~ds_. (stating 
that his estimate as to• 
weight wou.ld vary depending.· 
@n the man's height, that 
the man was not skinny and ;;!!;t1 but had an average.• .. >i.•.;- •.::!j<.~'i·· <~·/_:, 
,H. W \'!ij';1<¥, QD'GJ l!t•;J-:_, 

Simply ciu1111M.lt recall c:ibser•-v;.1.ng ·· '.i'; 
ar>EUI!. of man's head;. does not :: . ·.· ',1 
recall whether wear'ing h~t;; .. · ,:1, < 

.. does not recall observing haiif:.,-,;: .·. ··r 
Weall:'ing dark S'iill.it · ·· 
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1 Date __ A_,,,_p_:ir_i_l_l_0...,,'---1_9_6_8~-

Mro JULIUS L. GRAHAM 9 Apartm~:nt 5 9 804 North 
Fifth Str~et~ Memphi~ 9 Te:n:n~~~®~ 9 t~l@phone number 527-3817, 
employed a~ general a~~i~ta~t at th~ Chur@h of God in 
Chri~t Publi~hi:ng Ho1l1!~~ 9 930 J<&a~o:n Stre~t » MemphifSJ, Teii:u1e~see ,. 
telephone number 526=1169)) f1llll"lfii~hed th~ :followilllg information 
to Lt 0 J e D., HJtMBY, Homicide B1l1!r~a1lll Y :Meimphifs\'ll Pol ice Department, 
and Special Agelfit FRANKLIN L$ JOHNSON~ 

He a~~ompall:llied Ml",, BERNELL FINLEY from their 
pla~e of employmell:llt to Call:llipe Amu~ement Company, 424 South 
Main Street, Memphis~ wher~ they arrived about 5:30 PeM, 
on April 4, 1968. He recall~ that a~ they approached the 
£,tO?'e 9 proee~di:ng north on Main Street 9 theif'e were no parking 
~pace~ on th~ ea~t side of Main in th~ block in front of 
thi~ ~tore~ He al~o re©all~ that a~ th~y were looking for 
a parking ~pac~ there definitely were two white cars in 
the parking spa~es in fron.t of al!lld to the south of Canipe 
Amu~ement Companye Th~ ~eco:nd of the~e two white car~, or 
the one slightly ~outh of the CA.NXPE ~tore was definitely a 
white Mu.~tangG He believ~~ the other white car 1 the one in 
front of CANIPEw~ ~torep wa~ probably a white Rambler. He 
cannot remember a third car being parked behind the Mustang. 
The Mu~tang he ~aw a~ they approa~h~d the ~tore looking for 
a parking place wa~ the ordinary wariety of Mu~tang rather 
tlbutlfi the late model v°Fa~tba©k~~ variety. He did not notioe 
the 1 icien~e plate~ on tlhd.s Mu~tang" 

Mr@ GRAHAM evtm tual 1 y park~@ l\b:' o GRAH:AM g iiil © ar 
on Huling Stre®t, ea~t of Main Streeta Mro GRAHAM and Mr. 
FINLEY th~reafter walked to CANIPE~~ ~t@re and ~tarted 
lookilfig at phonograph record~ in shelve~ on the ~outh wall 
of thi~ ~tor~ near the front of the ~tor~. Mr~ GRAHAM did 
lfiOt hear a ~hot or any other unu~ual noi~e while looking at 
record~ Ull':i.t il he heard the noi~e cau~~d by a 11111&1n d/Jropping a 
package on the ~idewalk imm~diately in front ©f the front 
door of CANIPEw~ ~tore® He ~tated 9 how~wer, that he saw 
the man who dropped thi~ pa~kag@ b®for~ he heard the noi~ee 
He happened to be looking toward the frol!llt door 9 hi~ attention 
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hawing possibly b~en attracted by the foot~tep~ of a running 
man~ He i~ not sure but he beliewes h~ h~ard the footsteps 
of a man running and ther~fore looked toward the front door~ 
Almoi1!llt ~imultan~ou~ly a~ he looked up and saw a man carrying 
a large package of ~ome kind 9 this man 9 who was walking 
f!ll:Outh on the ii!llidewalk immediately in front of CANIPE·' s 
store, ~tepped to the left and dropped the bundle in the 
recess in front of CANIPE's i1!lltore and continued south on· 
Main :Street. :Mr@ GRAHAM ~ta ted that i)l'i). his opinion this 
man was running rather than walking fa~to 

Mr. GRAHAM advi~~d that the attention of both 
Mr .. CANIPE and Mre FINLEY wasi attracted by what had occurred 
when the man dropped the packagev and all three of them 
started looking toward the front of the ~tore and at the 
ttem~ which had been droppedo Mro CANIPE $tarted out of the 
fr«:rn1t door, and a~ he recall~ 9 ~'leaned 9

~ out of the front door, 
looking in either direction 9 following which Mr. CANIPE came 
back in the store and made ~ome remark about some trouble 
out~ide. Immediately after thi!S a Dep1llty Sheriff walked 
south on the east ~ide of Main 9 immediately in front of 
CANIPE's stores this Deputy ]Pfii1$\Si:ng the store and not stopping, 
He saw no other persons in the vicinity until some additional 
officers arrived on foot. M~. GM.HAM later saw the same 
Deputy Sheriff who had walked past the store in the a~ea in 
front of the store 9 still with his gun drawn. Eventually 
Mr. CANIPE was able to get the attention of one of the 
officers outside and pointed out the items in front of the 
store and the circumst~nces surrounding the presence of these 
items. Mr. GRAHAM observed a part of a gun barrel inside a· 
large pasteboard box and al~o obS1erved what appeared to him 
to be some type of green matting or cloth which appeared to 
be wrapped around the box ~ontaining the gun. 

Prior to th~ time the arme~ Deputy first ran south 
pa~t CAN.IPE's doorway 9 Mr~ GRAHAM heard tires ~'screech" and 
ob~erved a white Mu~tang to ~peed north on Main. The other 
white carg which Mr. GRAHAM believ~d to b~ a white Rambler, 
which had originally been parked in front of CANIPE's store, 
was $till parked the~e at thi~ time 9 and therefore hi~ view 
of the car :li!ilpeeding away wa:s partially ob~cmred; however, 
Mr. GRAHAM is positive that the car which sped away was a 
white Mustang and there is no question in hi~ mind but what 
it was the same Mustang he had :seen ea.rlier when he and 
Mr. FINLEY arrived in the vicinity of CANIPE's store, as 
outlined above~ He stated he did not observe whether there 
was one or more people in this ~peeding Mustang~ 
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As to a de~cription of the man seen by Mr. GRAHAM 
carrying a package and later dropping thi~ package, running 
south on Main 9 Mr. GRAHAM pointed out that he saw this 
per~on primarily from this person'~ l~ft side and saw him 
only momentarily 9 but he believe~ h~ might recognize him 
if he sees him again. He f1!llrni~bed the following description 
of that person: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 

Hair: 

Dress: 

General Appearance: 

11 

White 
Male 
25 ... 30 
5 q '7 Oi ..., 5 t 890 

About 165 pounds 
Average (Mr. GRAHAM heard 
Mr. CANIPE tell the Police 
that he thought the man had 
a 99chunkyn build, but 
Mr. GRAHAM got the definite 
impre~~ion of a man who was 
neither thin nor fat but 
who wa~ average in build). 
Dark (either black or dark 
brown 9 normally cut). 
Dark clothing (either a dark 
~uit or a dark dress-type 
jacket and slacks; no hat; 
did ltlot notice shirt or tieft 
Neat and clean in appearance, 
created impression of a 
salesman or businessman. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU O-F INVESTIGATION 

l Date _4_/_l_2_/6_8 ____ _ 

lb:'. EWIN OODElNl1DJIDR, 180 Cl$~k Pl~~e, 
Memphis, Te~lil!e~see, teleph@lill® ®\llll'.Umb®lt" 275=9844, wh@ 
~t~ted that he @per~te~ Sh®lbJ JJ!im~®m®@t C@mpalilly, 
915 J~me~, Memphi~, T®lill~e~see, w~~ ilillt®rwiewed at 
C~lillipe Am\11\Seme~t C@mp~lIJlJ 9 424 S@~th M~i@,Street by 
LieutelIJl~~t J. D. HAMBY, B@mi©ide BlW!:'®$~, Memphis 
Po:U.ce Depiatrt!llllemrt, alil!d fSA FRAJIKJL!JNI' L. JOHN~ON. He 
furlIJli~bed the f@ll@wi®g i®f@rm~ti@@: 

0® April 4, 19~8 9 he ~p@lillt ~ g@@d p~rt @f 
the d~y with Mr. G. W. CANIPE,~ c~mp~tit@r ~~d pers~®~l 
fri@®d, ~@d he (Mr. BODDHEIMER) 'W$~ rn@t ~t the Ca@ipe 
AmW!lemelil!t C@mp~rny ~t ~~Y tim® @lIJl th® ~fter®@@~ @r·eveni~g 
@f April 4, 1968. 

Be ~t~ted th~t $S ~@ ~id i@ h@lpi@g !Ir'. CANIPE 
t@ estim~t® wh~t tim® Mr. CANIPE r®tur@®d t@ C~®ipe 
Amusememt C®mp~@y @@ th® $ft®~@©@@ @f Ap~il 4, 1968, 
he recalled t~~t it w~~ 5:20 p.m$ wh@@ Mr. CANIPE 
telephoned M2r. :BODENHEIMER, ~@d he would e~tim$te that 
Mr. CANIPE ©@uld b~ve @®ly b®@@ ~t CANIPE'$ p:ll.1&@@~·,of 
bu~i@e~~ a few minute~ ~t thi~ tim®o Mro OODENBEIMER 
~t~ted he ©©uld fur@iwh @© illilf@rm~ti©@ whi©h W©Uld be 
@f as$ist~n~e i~ the i~W®$tig$ti@@ ®f the ~h@@ting of 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
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NOG 2 ENGINE HOUSE$} 
MEMPBIJ FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
474 SOUTH MAIN STREET, 
MEMPHIS TENNESSEE 
= ~ m ~L ••--·n=,--rr· = -= 

• 

(This :siecti@n pertflliM to interviews. 
with firemen st~ti@n~d at this h@~sie ~nd with 
police @fficers and sheriff'~ deputies who were 
on duty at or near this fir® h@use as a result of 
Dre MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 J'Ro 9 being at the Lerraine 
Motel located in the immedi~te vicinity of this 
engine house.,) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ---=4.,_/=16.:::../"--6=8=-----

On 

l 

Lt. JUDSON EUGENE GHORMLEY~ Deputy Sheriff, 
Shelby County She~iff 8 S Office~ a white male, age 40~ 
re~iding at 4124 Ronnie Avenue~ telephone ?86-6034@ furnished 
the followi.ng information~ 

On April 4w 1968i he wa~ assigned to Tactical 
Unit lOv which con5ii~ted of three vehicle@J and twelve officerst 
both Deputy Sheriffs and Memphi~ Police Officers. The 
Deputy Sheriffs,in addition to GHORMLEY as~igned to Tactical 
Unit 10 were W. J. BERRYt R. Ne BAKER, W~ A. DU FOUR, Ve V. 
DOLLAHITE, and R. We MALEY$ Memphis Police Officers assigned 
to Tactical Unit 10 were Officers DOUGLASS, GROSS, DUNN, 
LANDERS II WRIGHT' and MORRIS" 

At about 6i00 PM on April 4w 1968i Tactical Unit 10 
had stopped at the Memphis Fi~e Department Engine House 
located at Main and Butler 9 about t block southwest of the 
Lo:irraine Mot8l~ and t.he unit was iin that looation when a 
Negiro male detective I"an into the fire ~tat ion a-nd stated 
that Doctor KING ha~ been shot. Upon hearing this, the 
members of Tactical Unit lOi including GHORMLEY ran east 
on :Butler to Mulber.ry and north on Mulberry toward the 
Lo:r.r:ain~ Motel,,, While en '.E"oute P GHORMLEY observed a number 
of Negro males and female~ standing on the balcony of the 
motel pointing toward~ a building we~t of the motelt the 
front of which wasi located on S, Main Street. 

GHORMLEY saw Officer DU FOUR rul!11.ning up the stairs 
of the Lorraine Motel toward the balcoirny where Doctor KING ns 
body was lying. DU FOUR was followed cloBely by Officer 
BAKER. DU FOUB, and BAKER$ iin that order v would have been the 
first officers to reach KINGo 

GHORMLEY also saw Offi~er LANDERS scale a wall on 
the west side of Mulberry Street and enter a back yard, 
which he later determined to have been behind the buildings 
known as 418w 422½ and 424 S. Main Street ❖ 
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Seeing the people on th~ balcony pointing toward 
th~ building on Main Street 9 Offi~@r GHOULEY ~topped and 
retraced hi~ st~p~ a~ound th~ fi~~ ~tation and ran north 
on Main St~e~t. A~ he approache~ the building at 424 So 
Main~ he noticed a ~uitca~~» blu~ in color~ a rifl~ box, which 
wa~ pa:irtly open an~ what appeared to be a blanket lying in 
the doorway at 424 s. Main. He ~ould see the barrel of a 
rifle in the rifle box. At thi~ timew a white mal~ whose name 
he later detemined wa~ Mr. CANIPE~ CW!ffi~ to the dom- of 424 
S. Main and advi~~d him that a whit® mal~~ who CANIPE des-
cribed a~ tall, a littl~ o~ the heavy $ide, wearing a dark color~d 
po~sibly black suit, a $hirt and tie 9 having dark colored 
hair po~~ibly black 9 moments b~fore had d~posited these 
arti~le~ in the doorway and had th®n run ~outh on Main Street a 

Using his walki~-talkie radio, GHOD~EY advised 
hi~ di~patcher of the information provid~d by Mir. CANIPE$ 
He also guarde~ the articl~~ lying in the doorway so no 
ol!'lle would distlJ.ll:jfb them. Upon talking further to Mr. CANIPE, 
he learned from CANIPE that ~hortly after th~ white male who 
left the above <!,h~sieribed article!l!!l in CANIPE '$1il doorway, had 
:irun ~outh on Main Street~ that CANIPE had lThoticed a white 
Mu~tang automobile d:irive pa~t tha,t location at a high rate 
of speed headed north on Main. At this time 9 Officer GHORMLEY 
again used his :ir~dio to advis~,, :hil§S di~patchel" of this 
ill1lf Ol"mation. 

The next officer to a~riw~ at GHORMLEYw~ looatio~ 
was Office:ir DOUGLASS, who d~ove the ~tatio~ wagon a~signed to 
Tactical Unit 10 from it~ lo©ation at the fire station to 
a looation directly in front of 424 s. Main wher~ Officer 
DOUGLASS double·parked the station wagon am aided in guarding 
the evidence left by the abov~ de~cl!."ibed white maleo 

The next office:!!." at thi~ location was Deputy 
Sheriff Vo Ve DOLLAHI~E, who app~oa©hed the location from 
the nOl!:'th on Main St:!!:'@l®t aft®ir lblavil!'llg appa:irently cil!."cled the 
block. About thi~ time 9 Offi~e~~ from the Memphis Homicide 
Squad a~rived at the ~~~n® an~ took ©ha~ge. GHORMLEY 
e~timated the total time l~p~~d from the time he heard that 
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KING had been shot until he ~i~<eov®r~d th~ ~uitca~e, gun and 
blank~t~was no mo~e than 2 or 3 minut~~. GHORMLEY does not 
recall ~eeing a whit~ Mu~tang p~rk~d along the area of s. 
Main, which he ~over~d du~ing the t:fuml® imm®diately following 
the ~hooting, nei th~!' d~~ he r~<e all ~e~ing anyone running 
south on Main Str~et in thi~ sam~ areao 

Du~ing the incident d®~<erib®d above, GHORMLEY wa~ 
dressed in a khaki <eolor~d long ~leeve shirt bearing the 
in~ignia of th~ Shelby County Sh~riffq~ IDepa~tment 9 and dark 
gr~en uniform t:irou~~rs. He waiai imot wearillllg :a bat or helmet. 
GHORMLEY :iriecalls that Offic~lt' LANDElfU3 9 whom he Sl:aw scaling . 
the wall aero~~ fl'om the Lorrain~ JMot~l~ wa~ dressed in 
the usual Memphis Police Depa~tmellllt uniform consisting of a 
blue shirt and tll:'OUeile:risi. Officer LANDERS wa~ not wearing a 
hat or helmet. GHORMLEY recall~ that th~re were 2 Negro males 
in canipe's-Amu~emeimt Center at the time he was talking to 
CANIPE. He think~ th~se persoim may al~o have seen the above 
d~scribed white male depo~it th~ guim 9 ~uit~a~e, and blanket 
in CANIPEws doorway and may al~o hav~ ~~eim the white Mu~tang 
sp~eding north on S. Main St~~~t in front of CANIPEw$ store. 
He doe~ not know the name$ of th®~~ Negroe~. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4....;;../_1_3..;;_/_68 ____ _ 

P$tr@lm1Hil VERNON VEDAlPID OO~HlCTE, P$tr@Jl. 
Divisi@n, Shelby C@~nty Sheriff's ~ffi©® 9 re~idence 
3330 D~wn Driw@, Ap~rtment 12 9 lhl@m® t®leph@n.e 
358-8@67, M@mphis, T@!ll.!ll.lfflS®®g W$S in.t@rvi@W®d by 
Liet!tenant w. is. ~CHULTZ 9 E@mi~id.® Bure~u, Memphis 
P@lice Dtlpatrtm@:Jimt, and SA FRANKLIN J1. JOHNSON, att whiclll 
time· he re ... eim!l@ted his m@v@ment$!ll @IDJ. the at:fte,rim@l@m'\ @f 
April 4 11 1968, aft@r h@ l®atrnieJd tlhlimt Dr. MARTIN Lffll'HIR 
EING h~d been slhl@t $t tlhle L@rratin@ M@t@l. E@ fUl"nish®d 
the f@ll@wing inf@r~ti@n: 

On. Tllilursda\J 9 April 4, 1968, lllle w~s mi.s~igned 
t® Tacti@atl Unit N@. 10, c@nsisting @f 12 men, h$lf. @f 
wh@m were Deputy Sheriffs allld half ©f wllil©m were p@li@e 
@fficers, which Ulllit w~s l@©ated at the fire statti@n $t 
Main and B~tler ar@~nd 6:00 p.mo, when he learned that 
Dr. KING had been sb@t. 

Ar@und 6:00 p.m. 9 he allil,d @ther @)fficeirs were 
inside the fire stati®n when be heard s@me@ne yell that 
Dro KING had been shot. He immedimi.te],y rmi.im @l!Jl.t @f tbe 
d@@r ©>l'.!l the n@rth side @f the fire stati@n, thelfil r11ui 
east t@ward the L@rraine M@tel 9 j1WB!lping @ver a fen@e, 
and then dr@ppiag d@wn ab@ut a l@=f@@t ~@n~rete retaining 
wall which runs al@ng the we~t side @f M~lberry Street. 

· Be _theira ran t@ tft!il<ei dri-weway @n M\lilb®rry ~tr®<eJt, which 
leads int@ the l,,@rraillle M@tel 9 t® ia. p@iimt b@imeath tllil® 
balc@E».y where Dr. KING 91 s b@dy w~~ ·1yilDl.go H@'St~t<ed that 
he heard (ig),Jm Ulllik!ll.Wllll Negr® mal® !it th® ~©®Im® s~y, ~'The 
dirty m=-=== f===== p@li©<e ~h@t him.~, 

As he rt£llli int@ th® dlriveway 9 he dr@pped his 
firearm and had t@ ~t®p m@ment~rily alllid pi©k ~P the 
firearm, checking it briefly 9 aE».d then @®lllitillli~iq •. After 
g®imi.g t@ the ~@ellli® E».®~r where th® b@dy W$~ lyimig alllid 
determiE».illlig th~t ®ther @ffi@ers were @@nvergilDl.g ®llli the 
area, be illlmedi~tely r~n out @f the driwew~f 9 runDing 
n@rth ®lll Mulberry Streett@ H~ling ~nd west @n Huling 
Streett® Main Str®®t 9 th®llli s@~th @n M~in Street. As he 
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ran out of the drivew~J ~t the L©rrailD.\e M@tel 9 h~ was 
joined by ~n officer lD.\~med MALBY 9 who r~n al@ng with him 
t@ a driveway on the ~@uth·side of Huling Street between 
Mulberry and South ~in Street. Officer MALEY stopped 
at that point to @bserve 9 ~nd DOLLAHITE kept running 
tCllward Main. 

Upon reaching ~in Street ~nd turning s~uth 
on Main Street, he saw no pedestri~~ tr~ffic whatever. 
Hie cc:m.tittued running south on Mw.:imt s·treet ~ntil he came 
to Jim's Grill, a restaur~nt at 418 s~uth ltb.in Street. 
The door was standing'@pe~a He stepp~d in~ide 1 looked 
around briefly 9 seeing c~~tomer~ sittiDg around eating 
and driuking 9 and be ann@u~c~d t@ all present th~t no one 
should leave that r®staurant until the poli©e had arrived 
and appr@ved their leavi!lllfl. th@11 premiii!:lles. He then 
pulled the door t@ the re~taur~~t shut $~d ©@~tinued 
running s@uth @n M~in St~eet. 

A~ he came o~t of Jim's Grill and started 
run1ming south again, he @bserved s@mie ite:ms lytng in the 
do@rway to Canipe Amu~eme~t Company ~t 424 South Main. 
At the time» he had no idea a~ t@ the significa~ce of 
these item lying .in th~t <dl@@l'way. He did ltil@t stop but 
kept running south @n M~iltil p~st Ca~ipe's, g@ing a distance 
@f some 20 t@ 30 feet bef@r~ ~topping. His purpose in 
running past Canipe's w~~ in order to l@@k ea~t ar~und 
th~ corner ~f the building in which C~nip~ 9 ~ is located 
to see if he could observe anyone r~nning @r any other 
~uspicious activity, DOLLAHITE stating that at this time 
he 9 Cllf course, did n@t kn@w the point fr@m which the gun 
had been fired resulti~g in the killing of Dr. KING. 

Upon runni~g ~@ or 30 feet ~outh of Canipe's, 
be observed that there w~s n@ ~re~ ~t that l@c~ti~n where 
a~y@ne could run Qr c@n~e~l himself 9 there being some 
l~rge @utdo@r ~ig~s ~~d ~ fence l@c~ted just s@uth of 
C~nip~•s. In additi@n, he observed @ther @fficers running 
n@rth on Main on the e~st side of the sidew~lk, coming 
from the direction Qf the fire $t~ti@~, s@ that these 
@fficers w@uld h$ve been in~ p@~ition t@ see ~ny@ne 
running ~r ~ny ©tber ~~spici@u~ ~©tivity in the general 
are~ in which DOLLAHITE w~s p~@@®edi~g. He then turned 
around a~d w~lked @@rth @~ th~ e~~t ~id~ @f M~in t@ the 
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vicinity of the d@@~w~y t@ C~~ip® Am~s~me~t C@mpany. 
Ab@~t this time @ther @ffi©~rs ~rriv~d @~ the $Cena 
~~d to@k up a p@siti@~ ~r@~rnd tb® it~ms lyiimg in front 
@f the d@@r~$f t@ c~~ipe Am~~eme~t C@mp~@y. Patrolman 
DOLLAHITE the~ w~lked w~st acr@s~ M$1~ Street in front 
of Canipe Amu~ement C@mp~~, ~~d ~t~ti@ID!eld him~elf 
~ear a blue Camar@ parked@~ the west ~ide @f Main 
opposite Canipe Amusem~~t C@mp~ny. 

Patrolm$n OOlLJ!.JiBXTE ~dvi~ed th~t he is positive 
that after he arrived @n Main Stre~t 9 ~~d until the office~s 
had give~ their appr@v®l, n@ per~©~ left the ~rea on foot. 
He is eq~ally pO$itive th~t n@ vehicle ~ped away from the 
area &\r@und c~~ipe Amu~ement Comp~nr ~fter he arrived on 
Main Street o He st&tted tht~t the @l!i.\Jl.y ti.ms be wa~ not in 
~ p@sition t@ observe the ~ctivity in th@ 400 bl@ck of 
South Main after be first ~rrived tb~~e was duri~g the 
time that be ~tepped i~to Jim~~ Grill. He ~tated, however, 
that he wa~ in thi~ grill @~ly m@ment~rily ~nd he is 
certain in hi~ ow~ mi~d that h~ w~~ n@t in Jim's Grill 

long enough for any@~e to h~ve run fr@m either @f the 
exit~ to a ro@mingh©Jl!ll.se 8i.t 422½ S@uth M:ain airnd thereafter 
runt@ an automobile and leave th® ~cen® without his 
h~ving seen such ~ctivity. 

With regard t@ the ow~er @f C~fil\ip® Amusement 
Company 9 a white m~~ 9 a~d two cu~t@m~r.s in~ide Canipe 
Amusement Comp~ny 9 tw@ Negro male~~ he st~ted that he saw all 
three of these pers@ns a~d wa~ with~ gr@up ~f officers who 
were t~lking to these individu~ls. H~ st~ted, however, 
that a~ he ran south @nJM$.in befcre le$ving Canipe 
Amusement Company 9 he did not see th® white male, Mr. 
CANIPE9 step @Ut @~t~ th® ~idew~lk@ He ~tated that since· 
he wa~ al@ne and@~® @f the fir~t @ffic~rs t@ arrive in 
this ~rea, his essenti~l p@~p@se w~~ fir~t to attempt to 
@b~erve ~nd l@@ate ~IOIY ~u~pici@u~ p~r~@~ who might be 
attempting tc leave the area 9 and ~ec~ndly, wherever he 
saw any people in bu~i~e~~ h@us~s or @th®nise 9 he 
instruct®d them t@ rem~i~ whe~e they wer® ~@ that officers 
l1ater checking the gJt?'eJ&l w@uld b.~v~ ~!l:ll opp@.wtuI01ity to, 
interview every@ne who w~~ in the ~re~~~ so@IOI a~ p@s~ible. 

Patr@lma~ 00~:IAHITE advi~ed t~~t after other 
officer~ had arriv®d i~ front @f C~nipe Am~~eme~t Company, 
a~d after he h~d le~r~ed duri~g the c@~wer~ation that 
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@~® @r m@re @f th® t~e® p®r~@~ i~id® C~mlipe Am~~eme~t 
C@mJP)@.ITllJ rep@rt®d h®:lU"i@g tlbl® 90~q1ill®~limlg 00 @f ti~ce~ a~ a 
white Muwtang ~p®d ~w~y fr@m t~® ~~®$ 9 b® @~e],"wed what 
~e reg~rded t@ b~ ~kid m~rm ~t ~ p@ilfllt ~ppr@~im~tely 
@lffie ~~r le~gtb ~@uth @f th® d@@~~J t@ C~mlip® Am1ill~ement 
C@mp~ITllJ& I~ p@i~till'llg @1illt th~ g®lfll®r~l ~r®~ ~here he 
@b~e~ved the~® ~kid m~~k~ 9 P@,tr@lm~ml OOLLAHITR @b~erved 
th~t there 1~ ~P~~e f@r th],"~® ~ut@m@bile~ t@ p~rk between 
the fir~t drivew~y ~@uth @f C~~ipe Amu~@me~t C@mpany 
(@ml the e~~t side @f M~in) ~@d an@ p~Jrki~g ~@~e arc~nd 
~ fire plug j U$lt t@ the l!i!©!"th @ f thi:!1ll dri V®W!lly. He 
$lt$ted th~t he would e~tim~te th~t th® $lkid m~rk~ which 
he ob~erved were made by~~ mut@m@bile p~rked in the 
center parking are~ 9 a$lsumi~g ~11 thr@e parking ~paces 
were filled at th~ time. 

A$3 to aut@m@bile~ p~rked @~ the ea~t $31de of 
Main in too are~ iml fr@~t of C~nipe AmU$l®ment C@mpany at 
the time he arrived o~ the ~ce~e 9 he ~tated he ~anmot 
~ow recall~ descripti@n @f the vehicle~ whi~h he did 
~eee H@wever 9 he d@®~ rec~ll @b~erving ~b@ut ~ 1962 
red Chevr®let st~ti@n w~g@n whi©h h~ believe~ wa~ parked 
in the fir~t space ~@uth @f the ~b@w®=~®@ti@n®d driveway. 
He ~dvised that hew~~ ~l~@ under th@ imp~@S$i@n he had 
~een thi~ st~ti@~ w~g@n $t ~n@ther p@i~t j~t n@rth @f 
this driveway and p@~~ibly the ©W~®r h~d m@wed the car 
later @n during the evening •. He ~t~ted that there was an 
~ut@m@bile parked directly in fr@nt @f c~~ipe Amu~ement 
C@mp~ny 9 but~@ ~ut@m@bile parked in th~ sp~ce i!!Ulediately 
behimld the ©ar in front @f C~mlipe Amu~ement C@mp$~y. 
It w~~ in this bl~nk ~P~~® 9 @r th® ~1Ulll!l!\ber tw@ p@sition 
~@uth of C~l!il.ipe Amu~~m@nt C@mp~ny 9 th~t h® S$W what be 
tb@ugbt to b~ ~kid mark~ ~nd whi~h ~ppe~r®d t@ have been 
made as a c~r pulled ~w~y fr@m t~~t p@~iti@n going north 
<»l!il. Main Street. 

Patr@lm~l!il. OOLJIA~!TE advi~@d th~t h~ had his 
fire~rm in bi~ h~nd ~t ~11 tim®~ wh®n he wa~ in the 400 
block @f Mai~ Street 9 ~nd if th® witn®~~®s in C~nipe 
Am~~®m@nt Company ~®p@rted ~~eing ~ ~puty running south 
@n Mail!il. carrying~ fir®~~m 9 th~n ~nd@~bt®dly these 
witn®~~®~ wer® ref®rring t@ bim 9 P~tr@lm~~ OOLLAH!TE. 
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