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BB advised that YRED'E" réal name e CHARLES :‘5

s _tmn ou 5, 3606 Orshard Street, Jacksonville, Florida. .

e .nplaycd at L & N Cylinders from June until g, N
" 1966, and Le was obviduslta Mr, COBR that UNDERRILL was a militant 5

. hater of the Negro xace. Mr. COBB further advised that hé hed no ' ¢
‘recoxd fox a past 'lmhmqmmtnmmsmcnh

G m ho haa neve irca amym by ihat name .

. A con auud tbnu a clm !r:lcnd o! 'm" T
: wamn.x.'- /at the time they wére working for him was g_gm._,

- BRADY DY 75 Willowbranch Street, Jacksenville, Plorida.

- DYAE ﬁ for L & M Cylinders fxom May until Auwgust, 1966, nﬂ

“ was_alse tlﬂiu :dunnt for MI!‘md for thc Negro race.

AP " Mr. COBB was shown several photographs of JAMES . .
* RARL, u! and stated definitely that’ ui.uu: Mr. mnn.x. ner b ; e
- Mr. DYAL 1n any- way MMOG w :

rue:bnz A PR . »
c% Memphis ?h-nm R SRS ﬁ/‘rf*/?/’ —dﬂé“[’ /;4;
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JK 44-769

It is felt that mm POLKS, the name mentioned
by CLARENCE BASHAM in rsferenosd airxtal, in undoubtedly - :
NARRER POLKS, a wsll-known and cutspoken segrsgationalist
‘and foifwey mewmber of the Ku Klux Klan in the Jacksonville
area. Mx. POLKS' .activities have been closely followed
by the Jacksonville Office for many months and his where-
shouts on the evening that MARYIMN LUTHER XING was shot
have been established. Yurthermore, Nr. FOLKS in neo way

' resembles various photographs of suspect, JAMES EARL RAY,

Armed and Dangerogy -
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DIRZCTOR, FBI (uk-38861)
SAC. JACKSONVILLE (44-768) (F)

MURKIN
(GO: Mewmphis)

Re Dallas alrtel to Bureau 571768 regarding A
alleged of fer of $100 000 by ilhito Knighte of the Ku Klux
- Klan (WKKXK) . Jeckson, Mississ to pafdre-gha kille
: gﬂih LUTHER KING, R. v End At ta airtel te Buuau dated
-8/8168,

mfwmvt:nhmewym;t
airtel to Buress dated 8/6/§7:. Kensas City airtel te B
7721787 amd huu s:::-tcl te lnrud i/llu abieh

 smployed by thlt W ; pproxizately 12/67,

Covpus Christd. Tcu: m he was employed by

. the yohpodh CM, NMoWHORTER stated he
recently lcarned that NISSEN e working im Panama City.

‘Plorida. selling a n!yty daviee which eperates as a gyroscope.

:?2‘#‘ o5 (Ene. '3) o " N
I-Juks:g (Infe} | _5_15/’/7//" ‘ A;,ﬁ;,é?
miuﬂmn) o _ SEARCHED NDEXED
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IK an-789

w'ﬁavifatsd'thO‘nani of the unit is the Aute Safety Contyol
and the cempany office is lecated in lcuo,.ugyada.u o

| Investigation by the Jacksouville Division at

Panama City. Florida, has determined that as.of 5/15/6€,

i the files ®f the Bay County $C and the Papana City PD

. fagled te veflset any information concexning DUSALL JAMES
NISSEN., 0o RO M

e . On /28768, Yrs. MARY HUCKABEE, Credit Burean of
Panass City, advised the only information in her files
. ceneerning DONALD JAHES NISSEX is a notation indicating
thet as of January, 1966, he was residing at 5612 Zest
Highway 58, whieh is the address for the Faradise :nailor
Park, L ERFLS R

PE : » Paradise
Trailer Park. §812 Last Eighway 35. advised that Ris
records are net availsble prdor te 1787, and that he has
8o Tecerd of DONALD JAMES XISSEN having ever residimg

&t tha Paradise Trailer Park. - Cnel

' On $/20/62, B. R, HINTOR, JR., Manager. Culf
Pever Company. Panama City. Florida. advised thst his
kbt contained no record of DOBALD JAMES NISSEN.

Om $/20/88, IRNEST L. THRONE, Operater

AT _RENO, NEVADA

_ Will locate DONALD JAMES HISSEN through the
cempary offices of Auto Safety Control 2nd ianterview him
for any information he may have obtaimed regarding the
alleged offer t¢ kill KING since HIBSSEN's releasse from
jail on 5/138/87, ' '

Tor the information of the lLas Vegas O0ffice, the
Jackson Office. in 7/67, advised the WHKKK wars n bad
finanoial strait, having a difficult time raising enough
aoacytto defend members of thie organization after their
arrest. ‘ R :

Iaformation copy b-isz‘tﬁrnlchcd te Jacksen inasmuch
as present Investigzation bPeing comducted by that Division.

f it T G
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- sac, uxw mnx (44-1609)

SUBJECTS MURKIN
Re Publicizing gubfect nAY in .'!)uﬁ'snur Stylists”
"Pmrcuional Barber." / > e

| Re Bureau letter to Chicago dated 5/17/ ‘

. On 5/22/68, FRANK MILHAFT, Presideny; Professionelle . -
Inc., which company publighes "Professional el and ‘Miss e

ANN CHARLES, Editor, "mh'a Hair 1lgta’ epted

‘photographl and narraﬁvmmojne! erning s\xb.ject J S EARL

RAY and ugrocd to publuh same in the nsar future.,
Both magazines are monthly mnzinu, homve

: "Proreuional Barber" mails 70,000 free copies \mcmar?len's
Hair Btylists" has 65,000 paid subscriders.

 SUBJECT wz SHOULD BE mgm mm _m_mxxom. »

T, 2, Sy JM/@%
- Bursau ' R SEARGHED-W -INDEXED....
/e Memphis SERIALIZED....&50.. FILED

- Charlotte . - ‘ MAY ?41968

1 - New York -4 3
Jr81pab _JW‘/""‘/ 4

(7)
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CO 44-299
MBM: jc
1

RE: Suspect DANIEL FUGENE PARMA&/égls Grim Avenue, Waco, Texas

G

The following investigation was conducted at
Columbia, South Caroclina, on May 16, 1968, by Special Agents
MULDROW B, MILLS and ROBERT E, ROBERTSON:

On May 16, 1968, South Carolina Law Enforcement
Division (SCLED) igent TED OWENS telephonically advised
that an i1ndividual giving his nmame as HARRY LOCAN, not
furtier identified, telephomnically contacted SCLED a shawis Ulme
previously and advised that he spotted an individual somewhat
resembling the newspaper photograph of JAWES EARL RAY,
According to LOGAN he followed this individual to the Carolina
Motel, Two Notch Road, Columbia, South Caroclina, where he
entered a room. LOGAN stated that this individual was driving
a beige Oldsmobile bearing 1968 Texas license GCW 799.

On May 16, 1968, inquiry at the Carolina Motel
diz« losed that individual drivimg above ment ioned automobile
had given his name @ DANIEL PARMA and his address as Waco,
Texas., He rented a room at this motel on May 13, 1968, and
paid one week in advance,

On May 16, 1968, DANIEL EUGENE PARMA, was interviewed
at the Caroclina Motel, Columbia, South Carolins, when he was
eliminated by fingerprints with JAMES FARL RAY, He voluntarily
consented to being fingerprinted and furnished the following
information concerning himself, His name is DANIEL EUCENE PARWA
and he resides at 2915 Grim Avenue, Waco, Texas, with his mother
Mre ., MARGARET H. PARMA. He nade av&ilmble Texas Driver's
License @ =nd Socisl Security card | | in the
name of DANIEL E, PARMA,

He came to Columbia, South Caroling, [rom Birmingham
Alabama, on May 13, 1968, He is a commercial artisi and for
the past few days has been arranging an art show to sell his

“f s "_/}f,"» '
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CO 44-299
MBM: jc
1

RE; 1Investigation in South Carolina concerning unidentified
deceased persons since April 5, 1968,

On May 15, 1968, Bureau requested that since subject
JAMES EARL RAY may have died since commission of the crime
the U,S, Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education
and Welfare were contacted and advised that no central records
for unidentified deceased are maintained by those agencies.
It was suggested and the Bureau instructed that offices
covering state capitals to check with the Bureau of Vital
Statistics or a similar agency for unidentified dead from
April 5, 1968, to date. On May 16, 1968, Mrs., DORIS M,
BYARS, South Carolina Bureau of Vital Statistics, Columbia,
South Carolina, advised that her agency maintains no
unidentified deceased records but that the South Carclina
Law Enforcement Division, Columbia, South Carolina, is always
called in to investigate any unidentified dead person in
order to identify such persons.

On May 17, 1968, Agent MILLARDY CATE, South Carolina
Law Enforcement Division, Columbia, South Carolina, advised
he investigates all unidentified deceased persons located in
Socuth Caroliva., He stated that no such person has been
located during 1968 and as far as he knows there are no
unidentified deceased persoms in South Carolina.

CATE said that he always fingerprinted such
individuals and forwarded these prints to the FBI, Washington,
D,C,, or removes the fingers and forwards them to the
Identification Division of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation if the body is decomposed.

-~

y

RN
,
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Y pel RE: Investigation Columbia, West Columbia aganir;
o c. s *@ information furnished hy CARLOS LEE BILLINGS lodlcal

. Center for Federal Priggers, aE gnam_. Mo.LAEII L 1968,
| AT mnu SO B

‘ : '!h following mmtmtm was oondnem by
' BA xqm-r R m

' on mu. 30. lm, : l. uw‘.x, Clerk, Business
u«m Division, City Hall, reviewsd the records and
.mwtmmmmdeaaplmdunmm in
Colunibia #s Chubby's Steak House. He stated this restanrant
may possibly be identical with Chab’s and 'mh'l. 1201 !.udy
Street, Maumdhy;MI. TAYLOR .

' hmmtedtmommreemotarutmt
or club kpown ax the Downtown; however, there is a business
caucd the Downtowner Steak Npuse lveated at 1301 Nain Street,

waehumnyamr,merm.

) Ko stated tla Red nmm im out of mtm. and
when it was in eoperation it was located at xm Bumter Btreet.
‘Hnmmuzucm“mm

On_ April 20, 1968, Detsctive T, X, m, Columbia
hlm Departuent, advimed that the business licenss of the
mmmmtnunwumdmmm He also
. mtated tmmzmumwnmmum 4716
‘Rinkn, Columbin, South Carolina, and mprlmd a hn‘thy
arrest record for lr. NAIRVOOD.

: onthmhtomm, mcun,
| mn“‘:‘ mr w'n:l &‘:"‘:&Eﬁ FonE ATen, JOMNIX
R RXen or
- mnnmuhdxmm ma&u;ﬁm .

_—mtumtmmuxmmm.mmm

;- dneﬁb:d s n;&&e u::n. w«zy farty yours of age, :
:ut m ﬂ » - / / / I -, .
‘. \-.—-__.*d '[ L / - Mué‘}zq (J>

T uTtJ mDEXED y
sERmuzso N FILED, Q$

“MAY 24 1968 .\
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The following investigation was condne ted hy
mmx.mmumn. l!u-lz

On April 30, 1968, mmlm 4710
Linden, ‘advised he formerly eperated a club known as the
Red Rooster on SBumter Street. He stated a JUNE TAYIOR
enplayed there ut left mouths ago. He stated
was Tosarried, and did pot know her new
», noxr did bknsmmwwm:zmluh
- e statell she still receive mall at Wagener,
South Carolina. M. ‘stated JORNNIE BLACKWELL
at t Dge ‘Street in mm,mmwstux
udvm JUNE TAXIOR has » hrether living
hnth m&mm.ma

, c-mlso maa wm,mcnxk,
-WMM&!‘: Nﬁo&, revieved the imdices of

~ that law snfercement agency and sdvised they were pegative
‘ JR TAYLER, MW,mmnn&m.

, " ‘Tha toﬂoﬁg‘ imtmtm was coaducted by
~amx.mmm:§ms A

Mmmgm.m
‘ghwe had been [ there simes
worked there, as far as she knew. ‘o
- DORUIMY NUYF, 3601 Rureka ftreet, uyﬁo‘
‘nmwmmmimtm : = o L

on ma:’. ﬁ:’:’ au-: m:“ stated ‘:r mtm,
mm 8 MV‘V tors mfm .
twr mother about JOMNNIK BLACKWELL. She then advised that
mmm-«mummmmmrm

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



g&w

months ago. She advisd her notm could :luﬂu.ah no wmtm
absut JOMMNIE m*s vhereabous.

On the same date VICTOR REINEARDT, ermm :
- Investigation Detachwent (CID), Fort Jackson, South Carolina,

 advised that agency had no information regmiing a GLENK or
mmammﬁua .aecn.‘.ttm:acunm g

On April 30 2968, Sergeant .um NeCABTHY ,
- Sergeant, Military l’oizleo Coupany, Port Jackson, stut«l the

military police had mo traffic arrest or other records
cnmratnz 2 RN or JAMEE BAREER .

on April 30, 3968, krmt ﬂ.mt ﬂw mmnm
¥on-Commiss

. RESENDEY, motumum Nental Health
Ciinic, Fort Jackson, mdvised that unit M a6 record
. soneerning a GLEN or JANBS BARBER,

The following 1nmtmtm was Mtw by SA
ROBERTY R mx : :

on May 1, msa,m:mmx.w:mamef
Clerk, Rogistrar's @ffice, United States Army Hospital, For
Jackson, mwmt:mixztymnmm;mu 5
. BARBER . rc ted that the imdividual's file may be
: tary Persomnel W matear. 9700 o
. Page Mcmd " lt Lnuu, Misaori .

, The tollcuu' investigntion was comducted by SA'S
‘m pP. BOWES, IRy, and R, JOHNSON: -

mluyl,”“, cmmm 2205 Resewood
- Drive, stated she is Munmmm
TATLOR, fShe stated JOERNIE BLACKWELL formerly worked at the
lﬁ hutquitmthnm muvmammumm
no Momthu whatsoever regarding ber whereabouts. . .
-_ mlymbdat the Copa Cabana, sclub
which had been demolished several months age. She stated T
JEAR TNLOR resides outside of Colwmbia at an unkmown lecatign
on the Sumter Bighway. muuoadundammndm

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



tient at mmmumm fmmmm
J:ma several mxw ago. : |
On May 1, 1908. Aingquiry at mm:t Mrds. cplubtl.

unl, was megative noncersing th mamnt of L
TATIOR. o ; »
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©D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) .

FEDERAL BUYREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date May 15, 1968

As a resuly of investigation on April 30, 1968,
to locate her at Columbia,South Carolina, Mrs. JOHNNIE _
BLACKWELL GENTRY partment K-3, Lexington Apartments,

th Carolina, telephonically contacted
the Columbia FBI Office on May 9, 1968.

She was interviewed and advised as follows:

She has been married several times and is generally
known as JOHNNIE BLACKWELL About May of 1965, she and
a girl friend, , were residing on Chestnut Street
in Columbia, South Carolina. She was then working at
The Lounge, 1103 Lady Street, Columbia, South Carolina, as a
waitress., The Lounge is located in the same block as the
Downtowner Motel in Columbia, South Carolina. Her roommate,
JUNE TAYLOR, was dating a white male with the last name
of BILLINGS and through BILLINGS, she, BLACKWELL, met a
white male with the last name of BARBER. During May, 1965,
these 2 men moved into the apartment with her and TAYLOR
where they lived for several days. During this period,

BILLINGS owned and drove a red Chevrolet convertible with what Q
she believed was a Maryland license tag. She said during '
this period, JUNE TAYLOR was working at the Red Rooster Bar,

in Columbia, South Carolina, and that the 4 of them for

several days lived as man and wife.

Mrs. GENTRY said that she does not recall during
this period or ever knowing 2 men by the name of JAMES and
EDDIE, and she could furnish absolutely no information
concerning such individuals. She emphatically denied that
anyone had ever asked her if she could get a machine gun
for them and she is certain that BARBER never asked her such
a question., She does not recall ever visiting the VFW €lub
in Columbia, South Carolina, when BARBER and BILLINGS were
there, She said that she was unable to furnish any
information concerning BARBER having sticks of marijuana
in his possession but that she was told that he had recently
been discharged from the Army. She said that she could
furnish no information concerning a person with the first

. A ’
A ) PR L
Y -~/ :’// A, /. /

SEARCHED e INDEXED,
West Columbia, S. C. File 4 SERAOANMD1p, sA4=

MAY 2 4
SA MULDROW B, MILLS and FBF—ME19?8
by __SA ROBERT R, JOHNSON MBM/crg Date zﬁggg—j-ﬁﬁ&27‘w

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusi.ons of the FBI. It is the— property of the FBI loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

on _ 5/9/68

at
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CO 44-299

name of JAMES who owned a 1964 or 1965 Lincoln Continental
who was from Tennessee,

She did recall that on one occasion while
(first name unknown) BARBER and (first name unrecalled)
BILLINGS were living with her and JUNE TAYLOR, these
men left for a couple of days in BILLINGS' car, but she
does not know where they went, as they moved out shortly
after returning to Columbia, South Carolina, and she
has seen neither of them since. She said that she does
not recall ever visiting a large drive-in restaurant in
Columbia, South Carolina, with these persons, and she could
furnish absolutely no information concerning BARBER and
BILLINGS taking a trip to Louisiana while she knew them,

Mrs. GENTRY said that she has never heard anyone
discuss the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; and she
could furnish absolutely no information concerning any
such conspiracy. She said that individuals such as
JAMES and EDDIE were completely unknown to her.

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were shown to Mrs.
GENTRY, who said that as far as she can recall, she had
never seen such a person. She said that she was of the
impression that BILLINGS had been in Columbia, South Carolina,
before the time she met him, She said that BARBER, during
the time she knew him, did not own an automobile,

She said that JUNE TAYLOR, mentioned above, has
been married or lived with numerous men and that she has
used the names JUNE TAYLOR, JUNE JEFFCOAT, JUNE CABEAN,
and NORMA MAE CABEAN, She said that she has absolutely
no idea where JUNE TAYLOR is presently residing, but the
last she heard, TAYLOR was reportedly married to a service-
man and living in Augusta, Georgia, where she was working
at a night club,

She said at JUNE TAYLOR's step~-father is named
RUDOLPH JEFFCOAT, /and he presently operates a store just

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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CO 44-299

outside of Wagener, South Carolina, JUNE TAYLOR has a
brother named DEHPSEY JEFFCOAT, who lives in South Congaree,
South Carolina, ~

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CO 44-299
MBM/crg
1

The following inyestigation was conducted by
SA CLARENCE A, GROOMS, , on May 6, 1968, relative to
locating JUNE TAYLOR:

WILLIAM R, SBEE, a long-time resident of
Wagener, South Carolina, advised the only white TAYLOR
family residing in Wagener was CLINE N, TAYLOR, Route 2,
Box 143, Wagener, Mr, BUSBEE stated he knew of no
JUNE or JEAN TAYLOR presently receiving mail in Wagener,
- nor did he recall anyone by this name who in the past has
received mail in Wagener,

Chief of Police FRANK W, GANTT, Wagener, South
Carolina, advised he knew of no JUNE or JEAN TAYLOR
residing in Wagener or the immediate area.

Mrs, CLINE N, TAYLOR, Route 2, Box 143, Wagener,
South Carelina, advised she had no children or relatives
to her knowledge who were named JUNE or JEAN TAYLOR, and
that she knew of no one by this name in the Wagener area.
She stated to her knowledge, she and her husband and immediate
family were the only white family of TAYLORs in Wagener.

On April 30, 1968, Captain HARRY SNIPES, Columbia,
South Carelina, Police Department advised that he was
formerly acquainted with JOHNNIE BLACKWELL nd JUNE TAYLOR
because they were well known prostitutes in Columbia, South
Carolina, He said that he had no idea where they were
presently located, but he is certain they are still
- working-as waitresses and prost1tuting wherever they
may be, ,

On May 10, 1968, PHYLLIS WATTS, clerk, Medical
Records Section, Columbia Hospital of Richland County,
Columbia, South Carolina, advised SA ROBERT R, JOHNSON
that she could locate no record of a former patient by the 4h
name of JUNE or JEAN TAYLOR, JEFFCOAT, or CABEAN il

‘--_/ ‘. _/ ’

T TN e A
On May 10, 1968, Mrs. RUDOLPH JEFFCOAT Route 1, A
Wagener, South Carolina, advised that she has a daughter

who has used the name -of JUNE TAYLOR and who formerly worked

as a waitress at the Red Rooster in Colum iaL,South Carolina.

XED
SERIALIZED = __FILED.

MAY24 1968

< FBI— MEMPHIS :!
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CO 44-299
MBM/crg
2

She said this daughter has also used the name NORMA LEE
and the last names of JEFFCOAT, TAYLOR, and CABEAN,

She said that her daughter is presently using
the name of JUNE SPELLMAN ja$ she is now allegedly
married to a Soldier with £he last name of SPELLMAN
(first name unknown) who is stationed at Fort Gordon,
Georgia. She said her daughter is possibly working at
a night club in Augusta, Georgia, that she would attempt
to obtain her exact address, and would furnish this to the

Federal Bureau of Investigation.

On May 13, 1968, Mrs. JEFFCOAT was again
contacted and stated her daughter had visited with her on
May 12, 1968; however she could not find the name or number
given her to call, and thereupon told her daughter the
FBI was looking for her., She stated her daughter was to
report into the Columbia Office on May 13, 1968, She
stated she did not ascertain where her daughter was living
but that she was believed to be working at the Spar Club
or Bar in Columbia, South Carolina. Mrs. JEFFCOAT was
again requested to have her daughter contact SA GROOMS
in the event she returned to Wagener. '

Investigation at Columbia, South Carolina, on
May 15, 1968, disclosed no concern named the Spar Club
or anything similar thereto is located at Columbia, South
Carolina.

On May 17, 1968, Mrs. RUDOLPH JEFFCOAT, Route 1,
Wagener, South Carolina, was advised JUNE TAYLOR had failed
to contact the FBI Office at Columbia, South Carolina. She
said her daughter could be "anywhere" and using "any
name', and she could suggest no one who would know her
whereabouts. '

: In view of the nature of the origin of the
information from BILLINGS which was refuted by JOHNNIE
BLACKWELL, no additional efforts are being made to locate
JUNE TAYLOR since her whereabouts is unknown by her family
and friends and considerable investigation has been conducted
to locate her,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-‘-?G (Revy, 5-22-64)

\ v“ .

FBI
Date:  5/22/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

¢ SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, COLUMBIA (44-299) (P)

MURKIN
CR

(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Bureau airtel to all offices, 5/7/68.
WMCA.\:Q QxR o RAW “HD.’I' b4,

Enclosed for Memphis are 15 copies each of the
following inserts:

1, Investigation re Suspect DANIEL EUGENE PARMA,
2915 Grim Ave., Waco, Texas.

2. Investigation in S, C. concerning unidentified
deceasedpersons since 4/15/68,

3. Investigation Columbia, West Columbia and
Wagener, S, C., re information furnished by CARLOS LEE BILLINGS,
Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, :iii.,/on
4/26/68. (2 inserts and 1 FD 302)

4, Administrative pages re contacts with ipformants
by the Columbia Division. .

Enclosed for New Orleans and Tampa Offigés is 1 copy
each of investigative insert concerning investiggtion in S. C.
re information furnished by CARLOS LEE BILLING Medical Center
for Federal Prisoners, Spr1nETIEIHT“TIIT?‘Oﬂ—4%26/68 (2 1nsert§

nd 1 FD 302
@— Memphis (44-%987) (E;l((:lS-Q()))

- New Orleans (Encl-38) (Info , P ,
2 - San Antonio (Encl-1) ___Qgiif/@%/ez;éégéa/f
1 - Tampa (Encl-3) (Info) SEARCHED ey R
2 = Columbia SERIALIZED, LED, _r{_)‘
MBM : nms

MAY24
() VO/ / -qu—fBJMEM}’fg‘HGSa Y

W A
Approved: M  Per

Specml Agent in Charge
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‘unselved bank rebbery sad bank burglary cases, by Memo
. dated 3/16/68. All photagraphs of RAY were also made
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5/23/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO! SAC, ST. IOUIS
FP M: SAC, KEV ORLEANS (157-10873)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

RS
The Bureau ﬁﬁ advised that one JOHN XUGENE GAWAOH,
when interviewed in St. JYouis, stated that he thought JAMES
ANT, BAY to he a burglar, aud contended that on or about 6/33 or
b/&;/ , he read in ths "Chicago Tribune” of a $50,000 bank
burglary in a Southern state and recalled that he and RAY had
cased this bank in 19053, orxr 1859,

GAVIION claimed th s visited by a wan when he
refused to identify, and t?is i 21d him that he and others
had wobbed the bank and disp 1 va Jse full of money.
GAVLOH further c¥11rﬁd socks ago this man again
visited hin and indiea chnd RAY mud one oy more other r“”son.
had keen ;nvolrcd in the ANK wbbmry. The bank was allegedly
in the ?bez South in ¢ E a river, and the city vas on
the east bank ¢f the Hississippi River.

For the information oi St. Lou*,, the Awerican Dank
‘and Trust Co., Airline Highway Branch, ton rou*o, In., vas

rohbed on 2/30/87, and $45,€03 was taken. e
cage is, "UNSUES ( ), AMERICAN BANK AND ;1} T Co., AI WLINE
HICUVAY DDALCH, DBATON ROUGE, L., 3/30/67; BER; WO 91~-3073;
Bufile 91-26581."

A lone W/H crred the bank at approximately 12:10 Fil,
and pulled a gun belleved to be & German luger, and told the 2
employees in the bank to lie dovwn vehind the counter, Duvding
the commission of the bapk rohbery, a shot was fired, believoed
to have been accidental, and the shell casing and slug wero re-
covered, Iatent fing efprlnts fron the bank and from the get.-
avay-car were also devolopcd. The individual who entered the

SEARCHED...comaposnsses INDEXED.

3 SERIALIZED.... e FILED.. b O
E-5t, Inuls ﬂfj)Mempnls (INFO) MAY 4 1968
d-tey Yrloans ERLisja (7) — FBl— MEMPHIS

(2-157~10673) (2~91-3073

[re
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NO 157-10673

bank is described as a W/, approximately 40 years old, 5'8",
145-155 pounds, small build, dark hair, dark complexion. Ee

had a black mustache, which appeared to be false, and alilso wore
glasses with dark frames. The subject wore a dark brown hat and
had on black loafex -type shves..

The second UHSUB was driving the get-away-car and was
not observed by the bank employees,

St. Iouis should intervisw JOHH EUGENE GAWRON to
determine if the bank robbery be had referred to is the bank
robbery committed in Eaton Rouge, Ia., on 3/30/€67. Names of
suspects should be secured and subnitted to the Identification
Divisicn for comparison with latent pricts in Iatent Case
#18257, which is the Ilatent Case Humber for the latents in the
American Bank and Trust Co. robbery. Fhotos of any lJogical
suspects should be furnished to New Orleans for display to
witnesses.

ARMED AND DANGERQUS.
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MO 157-2627
JTB: sms

REVIEW OF TICKETS FOR UAL FLIGHTS
FROM ATLANTA, APRIL 5-12, 1968

The following investigation was conducted by SA
JOSEPH T. BOSTON on May 23, 1968, at Mobile, Alabama:

Mobile City Directory reflects that JOHN D.
O'CONNOR resides at 2906 Jennings Drive and is employed
as an engineer for the U. S. Corps of Engineers in Mobile.

Mr. A. S. BREWER, Personnel Manager, U. S. Corps
of Engineers, advised that JOHN D. O'CONNOR has been
employed by the U. S. Corps of Engineers for the past nine-
teen years and is an engineer who travels considerably in
connection with his employment. He is described as a white
male, born | 'at Mobile, Alabama, 6'l" tall and
weighs 150 pounds.

JOHN D. O'CONNORYadvised that his records reflect
that on April 8, 1968, he traveled from Mobile, Alabama to
Atlanta, Georgia by United Airlines flight number 360 and
the same date flew from Atlanta, Georgia to Bristol, Tennessee
on United Airlines flight number 796. He flew back from
Bristol to Atlanta on April 11, 1968 on Piedmont Airlines
and from Atlanta to Mobile on April 11, 1968 on Eastern Air-
lines flight number 103. Payment for fare on this roundtrip
flight was made by Travel Request Number N9244503. P08

L N DEKED |
oA fjmﬂuawmkxsu

' alALILE e - ,.,‘.!.:O

! FAAY Sl oo

| — MEMPH"S
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FD-36 (Rev., 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: 5/23/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL

(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
SAC, MOBILE (157-2627)(P)
MURKIN

(00: ME)

REVIEW OF TICKETS FOR UAL /LIGHTS
FROM ATLANTA, APRIL 5-12, 1968

Re Chicago teletype, 5/22/68, 07~
1534 0"

Enclosed herewith for is are 15 copies of
an insert re¢flecting investiga at Mobile identifying
the passenger J. D. O'CONNOR.7 @ne copy of this airtel and
insert is being furnished to Chicago and Atlanta for informa-
tion so that these offices may be advised that O'CONNOR is
eliminated, as he is an employee of the U. S. Engineers in
Mobile, and has been for the past 19 years.

ARMED AND DANGERBUS .

(:)- Memphis (Enc.ng)

1 - Atlanta (Enc. 1) (Info) ,

1 - Chicago (Enc. 1) (Info) CXED

2 - Mobile sm\wwb....}.; ...... LT\?ED o
. ERIALIZED. £

JTB: sms S MAYﬁ341968

(6) MPHIS

bVU”fT%i,//
W Charge

Approved:
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AIRMAIL

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)(P)
HURKIN

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) Sl / ;
s
./

The Buresu may wish to give consideration to the
following potential investigative leads and suggestions:

In view of subject RAY's statements to associates
that he had previously been employed as a river man and cook
on board a water vessel and his knowledge of various "beer
Joints™ located in close proximity to the terminus of the

navigable Warrior River, on which large 9arges operate, it
is suggested that subject's photograph description be

published in "The Waterways Journal,” 701 Chemical
Building, 721 * . 8, ¥o., which is con-
gidered the "bible” for all employers and employees who work
on the major rivers.

It is noted RAY was working in the Missouri
Penitentiary bake shop at the time of his escape. In view
of the possibility RAY may seek employment as a baker, it is
suggested that RAY's photograph and description be circularized
in all publications designed for or directed to the baking
industries. It is also suggested that similar ecircularization
be given to 21l baking unions.

In view of the fact that RAY may have been employed
aboard a barge on the Inland Waterways System, the Bureau is
regquested to consider circularization and/or contact with
Const Guard stations and cutters patrolling the navigable
river system. It is noted Coast Guard personnel board and
inspect craft on the rivers and might be in a position teo

0

. SERIALIZED... 2 FILED- q
1 - 8t. louis v

MAY. 2 4 1900
2 - Birmingham / FBi — MEMPHIS
NGM:sch/mf1 : FINTLR

(8)

C?,- Bureau
1/~ Memphis (44-1987) SEARCHED v
g \
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BH 44-1740

locate RAY or former associates of RAY.

Inasmuch as RAY was known to have been interested
in locksmithing and tinkering with locks in his spare time
and was once enrolled in a correspondence course from the
locksmith Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey, it is suggested
that the Bureau consider having Newark recontact the lLock-
smithing Institute regarding all correspondence course
applications from 4/5/68 to the present time to ascertain if
RAY may have reapplied for enrollment in a lockemithing course
under an assumed name, and identify other lockemithing schools
and publications.

It i=s noted that RAY expressed a great interest to
fellow convicts while confined in Missouri State Penitentiary
in baseball and baseball news and d
baseball fan, Therefore, it is sugg :
wish to contact the J. J. Taylor's$

10 he Trécog-
nized "bible" of baseball fans, T The Sporting
News" would consider publishing an article and photograph of
RAY.

In line with the above suggestion, it is suggested
that the Bureau instruct all divisions having major and minor
league baseball teams contact appropriate officials of these
clubs to insure circularization of concession stand operators
and security personnel and other appropriate individuals in
view of the fact that RAY may attend professional ball games.

It is suggested that the Bureau may wish, in light
of the successful results achieved in previous Bureau cases of
major proportion, to consider contacting the Saturday Evening
Post and Reader's Digest magazines, which have international
circulation, to ascertain if these magazines would publish
an article concerning RAY's fugitive status.

The Bureau may wish to explore the feasibility of
taking fingerprint pictures of all thumb impressions of all
persons who applied for permanent visas to Canada and Mexico
from March until the present time and submit these to the
Identification Division for comparison with subject's thumb
prints,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




BH 44-)740

It is noted that the Bureau previously directed
that Birmingham, Atlanta, lMemphis and several other southern
divisions personally contact all laundries and c¢leaning
establishments within their respective territories regarding
RAY's fugitive status, as well as the reward being offered
for his apprehension. It is, therefore, suggested that the
Burean may desire to have all divisions contact all cleaning
and laundry facilities within their respective areas, noting,
however, that in the divisions with extremely dense population
centers, the use of mailing lists may be more feasible than
personal contact.
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5/9/68
AIRTEL
TO: SAC, RICHMOND | | léhgq—%gt
FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703) Y
MURKIN ' ;{r. .

At 9:45 a.m. 5/9/68, Miss DAWN M] Apt. 504,
101 Lincolnia Road, Alexandria, Va., telephone 751-4734,
called WFO and furnished the following Anformation: (Miss
MILLER is a dancing teacher for the Fgirfex County Recreation
Department, Telephone # 273-9320)

Miss MILLER saw a poster with photographs of JAMES
EARL RAY end noted a resemblance of the 1960 photograph to
a man with whom she had the following dealings:

Miss MILLER put an ad in the Classified Sections
of the Sunday Star and Washington Post advertising a sofa for
sale for $175.00. She believed that the ad appeared in the
April 7 or 1l4th issues. On a Wednesday night after the ad
appeared she received a telephone call from a men asking
about the sofa. It was late, 11:30 p.m., and the man said
he would come to see the sofa the next evening.

He came to Miss MILLER's residence in a station’ :
wagon with a male companion and bought the sofa. He paid /S
for the sofa with a check drswn on the Suburban Trust Company1
Hyattsville, Maryland. The nasmes DAVID and LALAH COOPERMAN,
Account § ﬂwas printed on the chéck*';?p—novuddresr“
was listed. The purchaser of the sofa wrote ghe following
addresses and telephone number on the check and signed it

"DAVID COOPERMAN',

{
|
i
|
|

| ~fWM%&MﬁW%
@ Richmond . SEARCHED =23 BOEXED.... e
Baltimore f smmuunx*~ﬂﬁﬂm4}ww"
1- Memphis (Info) Ay 27 1968
1- WFO FBl — MEMPHIS
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WFO 44-703

7930 15th Avenue, Adelphi, Maryland. (Miss MILLER
checked the telephone directory and learned this is the
address of DAVID and LALAH COOPERMAN. )

8107 Eastern Avenue, Silver Springs, Md. (Miss
MILLER later learned that this address is listed to IRVING
and REBECCA COOPERMAN.) -She called them and determined
that they are no relation to above DAVID COOPERMAN and knew
nothing of the transaction. '

Telephone # 526-4042 (Miss MILLER learned from the
Telephone Company that his phone is subscribed to by a person .
named PORTER, 1915 Otis St., N.E., WDC.) She has been unable
to reach this person by phone.

Re the purchaser: Miss MILLER described him as
about age 37, 5'10", slender build, sandy blonde hair, eye
color not known, just a trace of Southern accent. She did
not know the make of station wagon, thought it was late model,
license number unknown, light colored with wood tone trim.

The companion of the purchaser is described as early twenties,
"eute, slim, blonde'". No names were exchanged betwean the
two men.

The check was returned with a note "Non sufficient
funds" and was dated 4/26/68.

Miss MILLER said that last Sunday, 5/5/68, she drove
out to the residence of DAVID and LALAH COOPERMAN and spoke
to them. They knew nothing about the transaction, but stated
that there checkbook had been lost about two‘months previously
and that they had learned that someone had purchased a
refrigerator using one of their checks.

Miss MILLER stated that she hgs the check for the
sofa in her possession and j ﬁ be reached at her home phone

or at the Fairfax Recreation Department.

Richmond should show additional photographs of RAY
to Miss MILLER for possible identification .

Baltimore should determine possible ITSP violations.
. 2
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