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The following investigation was condu.cted 
by SA WELDON L. KENNEDY at Marathon, Florida, on 
May 18, 1968. 

DAVID DAYJ Deputy, Monroe County Sh~riff's 
Office Sub-station Monroe County, Florida, advised that 
RONALD_K. PIERCE, ge approxim~tely 45 years old, is 
an Inalgen·tloo·iiter fisherman who is married and has 
five children and to supplement his fishing income he 
works part time as an automobile me.chanic. 

DAY f~rtnar advised that PIERCE is a , 
long time resident of Marathon, Florida, who seidOlll, 
if ever, leaves the Florida Keys. As far .. as DAY 
knows, PIERCE does not hold a pilot's license, 
has no interests in flying, and does not own a plane. 
PIERCE has had no affiliation in Cuba. 
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The following investigation was condu.cted by 
SA PATRICK A~ PHILBIN on May 18, 1968, in Belle Glade, 
Florida. 

Chief of P ice CHARI.ES GOODLETT (NA), 
Belle epartment, advised that he has known 
W or about 35 years. He said that 
P-~··~~ used to own PIERCE'S Quaters which was a 
sort of "flop house" for migrant farm workers. However, 
he advised PIERCE lost the business about six months 
ago for non-payment of taxes. 

Chief GOODIETT further advised that PIERCE 
used to have .an interest 1n cattle, farm land.and a 
"Ramey!!.,aaehine he illvented that WQv-e hemp into cloth. 
He continued by saying the PIERCE had made a lot of 
money years ago but had_lost it by making bad invest~ 
ments over the· years. 

Chief GOODIETT stated he was very well acqua1n~ 
ed with BILL PIERCE and he is not a racist or a bigot. 

Chief GOODLETT advised PIERCE is presently 
working for the True-Flow Welding Company and lives 
in Pahokee, Florida. 

The records of the True-Flow Welding Comp,ny 
showed that WILLIAM PIERCE was at work on April 4, 5 and 

· 6, 1968. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROBERT W. WISEMAN at Boca Raton, Flo~ida, relative 
to identifying the unknown i ividual at the Texaco 
station located at UoS. #1 nd Palm Aire Street, in 
Boca Raton who was the r ipient of a b~siness card 
from Mr. H. D. BRINKER. 

Physical inspection of the Boea Raton area 
developed that there is no Balm Aire Street, however 
there is a Sunoco station located at the intersection 
of Highway #1 and Royal Palm Road, which appears to . 
be the logical location of instant serv.ice station. ✓-
Mr. BERNARD IRELAND, Jr., co-owner of instant service 
station advised that beginning March 7, i968, and for 
a period of three weeks he employed one ~~~II~ ..... 
whom he described as ·in his early twenties, very per~ 
sonable and an excellent public relations man with 
customers. WHITM'A'N was dissatisfied with his employment 
and was interested in bettering himself and left volunta~~ 
ily to ~ecure employment elsewhere with an unknown 
uniform company in Fort Iauderdale, Florida. 

Subsequent investigations identified DAU: 
WHIT'l,AN's mother.as Mrs. GORDON YOST, who resides 
in a trailer lot #35, Tropic Gardens Trailer Park, 
s. Federal Highway, Delray Beach, Florida, which is Just 
north of the Boca Raton City limits. Mrs. YOST 
interviewed on May 21, 1968, stated that her son 
DAIE WHITMAN is an only child of a previous marriage 
and his father is deceased. She stated that during 
aippr~i•t_ely the middle of February, 1968, her 

son phoned her from Chicago, Illinois, stating that his 
wife had left him and that divorce action by her had 
been instituted. As a result he came here to this 
area and resided with her and her second husband up 
until May- 7, 1968. She stated that he was very 
dissatisfied with the employment opportunities here in 
South Florida, and had worked for a while at the 
Sunoco station in Boca Raton, left there and worked 
for an unknown uniform company in Fort Iauderdale, as 
a truck driver and on the afternoon of May 7, 1968, came 
home saying that he was going up north to seek better 
employment, and that he would contact her at some later 

SEARCHED ....•• 
7 

... .INDEXED .•. a ........ . 
SERIALIZED .•••• ~ ••• FILED ..•. ./2 ......... . 

JUN 1 n 1968 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MM 44-1854 
2 

date when he got settled and left. She advised that she 
has had no contact with him since and has no idea of 
his current whereabouts but is of the opinion that he 
would not go back to Chicago because of his unhappy 
situation and divorce action. Mrs. YOST continued saying 
that prior to coming to Florida, she an~ her son DALE 
resided for many years in the Warren, 0pio area and that 
she has two brothers in Warren, Ohio, now who her son 
might contact. She stated that one brother or uncle of 
DAIE WHITMAN is BYRD JAY LANE, who resides at 1594 
Kuszmaul Avenue in Warren, Ohio, and that the other 
brother ROBERT LANE also is in Warren, Ohio, address 
unknown, but his address will be known to BYRD. She 
added further that she has another brother named NOAH LANE 
who resides at an unknown address in C0lumbus, Ohio, 
and his address also will be known to BYRD. BYRD JAY 
LANE and ROBERT LANE are both employed by General Motors 
Corporation in Warren, Ohio. The empl0:yment of NOAH LANE 
in Columbus, Ohio is not known to her. 

Mrs. YOST continued saying that her son\ DAU: 
took most of his personal effects with him upon departure 
including any correspondence, notes ane:i .s1m11ar items. She 
stated that after he departed she did f~nd some notes 
with telephone numbers on them and busimess cards which 
she threw away in the trash without reading and had no 
knowledge of the~r contents believing tlaat they were of no 
value to her son or he would not have left them. Mrs. 
YOST is unfamiliar with the name of H. D~ BRINKER or 
H. ~OBERTSON BRINKER or the Riddle Factory Catering 
Company of Detroit, Michigan. She does not recall her 
son mentioning anything about this, but added that she 
does know that he was interested in bettering himself 
and was makingevery effort possible while in this area 
to get better employment th~n the two that he did have. 
Mrs. YOST did divulge in the conversation that her son 
DAI.E WHITMAN at age 18 had enlisted in the U.S. Navy and 
shortly thereafter while being stationed in Bainbridge, 
Maryland, was involved with the Federal Government 
concerning a car theft for which he had a two year 
probationary sentence. She explained this is the reason 
why she was initially reluctant to discuss her son's 
whereabouts or possible whereabouts with the interviewing 
agent. 
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On 

FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

L Date '/ 39/68 

~vi:.:=:. ~:Q"I:o~~~1f1ed tbeaaelvea aa · - .from a ea ...-J..alSO 

newspaper to SAa DAVID Ro JB.LLISOR and JOHil Po llUIIDII, Jr .. , 
appeared at the JUaw:1 Office of the FBI at 6i50 PJl.g 
J(ay 17, 1968. 'J.'bey stated that tkeir e41tor wu 1n 
contaet with tbe Loa Angeles o.rnce of.the FBI aa were 
"Los Angeles Thies" re~rters 1n aeverti other cities 
in the United Stateao , 

Tbey sta. din effect that a so1i1rce who they 
declined to iden fy bad aold the "Los Angeles Tilllles" 
s0111e 1nformat1o regarding the assass1nat1o~of · o MAR'l'IN 
I»l'JIER lCIRG, J o They further stated that a named 
WILLIAJI P __ or Belle Glade, Florida., migh involved 

-m the assassination as was a BRR 'l"IIOMPSON Soath Florida. 
, __ ... "•~--------

Spec1.fically they stated tbat WILLIAM PBRCE 
flew JAMBS EARL RAY in a private plane froa Sto Louis., 
Missouri to Belle Glade, Florida, on April 5, 1968, and 
J3BII THOMPSOlf then took RAY oat to sea in a boat on 
April 11, 19680 

'!'hey stated that their own investigation bad 
determined that tbere waa a WILLIAM LDCOUf PIERCE 
residing 1n 111am1 and a WIX.LIM Lo PIERCB residing 
in Belle Glade, Florida .. 'ft!ey stated further that they 
bad detel'llined.there was a BIH 'l'HOMPSON who olmed three 
boats and who was associated with East Coast Fisheries~ 
Jl1am1, l'lorida o 

At the eonclu.sion of the 1nterv1ew6 BHDALL 
and LARSEN stated that they desired to be f'urnisbed with 
up-to-the-minute inf'ormation from the FBI Office ln Miami., 
'Bley were inf'oraed by SA JELLISON that no proaises could 
be made 1n that regard at which tille LARSD stated "Should 
we be frozen out of any up-to-tbe-Jllinu.te i.nfol'lll&.tion, • 
will cruel~ you.o" 

It waa 
lll&tiee 

5/17/68 at Jliud Florida 
SAs DAVD N., JELL.ISOH and 

J"OBH P ... HAKU>N/J)N.Jipmg 
1
5/23/68 

by -------------------Date dictatkd ------

This docume~t contains neither recommendations n_or conclusi_o_ns of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
Your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1. D~/5/D()/68 

/._' 
llr • ~~· LABRAJtD fllOIIP80Jf II JR. , 12801 Bast 

Raadall Park JSrlye~ffer bilng iiltoraecl of tbe identity 
of tile iate~iewiag Aceatal> YOluatarily fanaiahed the 
follewtns idO'l"ll&tioa: 

Ia March, 1967, he CCII& eacecl workiag tor Aeroctex, 
■1Uli. Prior to tba:t tlae, Ile earned bis li'rillC threqla 
c11 ereial ttuiag off the Flerida x.,,s. 

- Fer· a ••ber of years he worked tor Dist Coast 
Plah4r1•, llillllio Ia tbia rega.rd, he would operate boats 
aortgaged th:Nagh PETER SCHW.AR1Z ....... OU ot the oners 
of East Coaat Fisheries. Four or fiYe years ago 11 he operated 
an foot fishing boat naaed 'the "Virginia Lee" on which 
SCIIWArn held ·the aortgage. He returned this boat to SCHWARTZ 
about a year later and switched the mortgage to a 48 foot 
fildliag boat na■ed the "■ills Gayle," 011 which sartrARTZ 
alllo held the -rtgage. Approzillately two and one-half or 
three ye&l"II ago, he and SCHWARTZ had financial differences, 
and he left the -ployaent of East Coast l'isheri•. 

Following this incidentg he -..nt in partnerships 
with LOUIS LOBER, llia:ai, and purchased a 28 foot fishing 
••-1, which had no me. He and LOBER fished C01111ercially 
until on or about August 1 11 1966 9 at which tiae he soldhls 
eflUity in this boat to LOBER "1d got out of the fishi11g 
busi- entirely. 

llost of his fishing was accaaplished from Bakers 
HaulOYer (■iDi) in the north to Elliott Key in the south. 
His fishing itttereats were in lobsters. · 

Approx:laatel,- four years ago 9 he was arrested by 
the Bri tisb GoTermnt for fishing '.lw.:::J,@'hlst~ft~imt ~lblrmmian 
waters. He had been carrying on this activity tor approzi­
aately ten weeks before he .. caught. British authorities 
kept hi• in jail overnight -d the followinc dl.y be was fined 
$27 and allowed to leave H-au with his boat with the 
pr011ise of not fishing in Bah~~ll'll !). waters agai11. Be recalls 

5/18/68 at Miaai 9 Florida 

SAs GAY R. SHAH.AH and 

SEARCHED ....••. ., . ., .. JND;XED '7-_y,,d aL'_)-,C - ~~c'('e, 
SERIALIZEO.~ ..... FILED.Jli.j,. ,44-1854 

v ~ ;•; Ifqi fgke---+-------

THOIIAS B. STOY~'IBS/vc 5/ll.8/68 
by ---------------~'.:::::~=,-Be.~l.(c.£WU--------
This document contains neither recommendations n.or cone! us ions of the FBI. It is the pro erty of the FBI and is loaned to 

· your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1111 44-1854 
2. 

tbat there was flll.ite a bit of newspaper publicity for 
a period of fiff clays during thia i11cicleat. 

111th regard to his fonaer partner41 LOUIS LOBBR, 
he spoke with LCBD about four -tha ago. At that tiae 
U>BBJl still had the boat and was fishing. He noted tbe 
n••• he -ld his iaterest ia tbe boat to LOBBR, • 
-tined aboft, wu the tact Ile ceald aot aake a lirinc 
aay tenser 111 fishing. LOBBR, whGII u delJcribed as 
beiDC areuad 3'7 years old, receDtly had an operat~ oa 
h:ls tJaroa.t tor tile r-1,ral of a growth troa his "ftice bes." 
As tar M he kl.owe, LOBBR baa ....r beea &:rreBted aad ill 
tact, both lie aacl LOBER went to __..1 tecether 1• •t•lli 
ancl be ... 1c1ers LOBD te • * good cb&racter a.:ad 
nputati•. 

ti th ngaN to his .--1 ,...realNl,uts du.rillc 
the pert.cl fNII April 3 - 12, 1968, since J'amtary,, 1968, 
h• ha werke4 at Aeredex, ■imli, on a ahift ia which he 
le&'NB beae .,,..... 2:15 p.a .. aad returas areund 12:30 •••• 
On April 3, 4, and 5,, 1968, he wa werking at Aeredez • 
the aboYe ... tiODed shift. OD April 6 and 79 1968,, a 
weekend9 he reaaiaed hw aad did aot leave ■1-1 or Dade 
County. Florida. Freil April 7 - 12, 1968 9 he worked at 
Aeroclex en the above clescribed shift. 

He has -ver left the State of Florida with the 
ezceptien et ping to New York City once wben he was in 
high acbael. 

He has never be91l in the State of Alaballa and 
he has never heard of the···- EDDIE WILBURN!) S.AIIUBL 
LEWIS, WILLIA■ PIERCE or BOB BIUNKLEY. He does not know 
anyone fraa Hwltaville or Atbens 9 Alabm and he hu never 
been in .. r cllJeB he know an:,ene that driTeB an autoa!tbil.e 
with a police radioo 

He h• never been 1a Bellef .!Glade er Okeechebee, 
nerida, and he does not know anyone that owns a aotel, hotel, 
cetllages or owns an airplaneo 
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l FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

w.utt aonnou PBMt'B o..er BlllckMtl\d 
.... lltliilli&ha-;-cliiieliifiiit, • wia,,, .. ..... 
fd Ule :Watlty flt tlae iate.l•er Ma 8peotail--"' et 
U.. JrllillNl ._ ... ef 1....-ni-tiea ._ et Ilia ripta • -•--ill• ...-tN .._ __ of ripta ,_.. ..... 
•tcaitls tll!e feHI PIAICI ftlftlil.dlli\ tl!JfJ foll•ills ild--t••u 

... .._ ill tlrll •ttle .._...._ la Olld 111119M ... na, ....... ~cw. .. -- te ... e ...... , •1-, .. ..._ • ... 1 .... tllllt ....... BWp .......... , 
e1 Wllidl Ire its U.. .. 1. ---• .. M .. 10Jl&'ff :la tile 
•ttl• ._bil■ I ._ -•• &11 et llU t:lae to tM 
.... loping .t tlllJ Nlnli.Yiaia Md •lliag lots. lie .._ 
.- - aay a.t.Miap or c.ttfDpa • tlle pr111rty. Fw 
........ ,... •• ..,.._ to pWIC to ... ,, ._ w ill tlle 
eattle ......._ ta S.lle ..... , 1'1_..... Dile ill Belle «a••• 11a lleeftne .. _.tat• w1t11 nu.x• PIDCB. wllo a1se 
... t to c.1t& in tlle 1950's to prwte a .Wle -t fibn' 
called "Bai•". lie did not associate wltll WJLl,la PIBIICS 
... ta fact oal:, spoke to him about a halt a .._. tlaea. lie.,._ 11.-t -.. .a.t line of bu.eiaesll WILLUII PIIICB la 
ill__,..,. .... be lmOIII llow he could be lOCS"tN. 

SEARCHEO ....•.......... .!r,D[,rn '? .. 
SERIALIZED ... ./..2... ... fllt. /J 

5/18/U 
On-----

• .... ,. waw._ s12~16s 
by ------------------Date dictated--------
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Be did ll'll«>t k:!U1Jl 11.llffllN unmEJl D~ nor 
does he know•• did miOif' ~ he know who ■tgbt baff 
Nell :ul't'Ol<t'N b tbe Mi~!' o:f D!f(;., TJillen :fi.s ill 
... ber of tll!le l~l Ku DtlllX JQ&m 9 cJCID TBQJUS BDnwBS, 
who 1'11\S ~pi\ble of p&rtfi@:fi.p&tiq :la tile msrer of DH. 
:earLBI bas a atrong hatred for ._roe■ and ... recently 
tried in llb'tin County, Pld'llle :for blating up a sclleel 
Rperintendent ~-~Dau ef:f01rtrs b integdttiag tlae 
aclloels. BOlflLD OtnllB • Mli\ll two pl\Sattnger ~le airplane 
tha1; be Jaleps OD Bog Is~ \WM~b is :next to BU©lkbead 
&idceo Et :ls an open field witlleut any ligbti.q 
tacil:lttes .. Bepmty mn11 nxcmn, Glades com1t1 Sberttt•• 
Office, Ila.a asked P.Ullts to keep &a ~ on the airpl.&ae, 
particularly if the nan was planning anything, so tllat 
BOlrLBB' wllerellbouta could be accounted for. Be recalls 
that OD tbe ffeDiDg of the w:rder of IIABTJIN u:rrm DNG 
he IIMle it a point to ~heck the airplMDe &Rid noted tbat 
it - gone. Tine next aem:limg, around seY<Ma a,, while 
oa bis ny to Okeecllobee for cof:f .. be noted tat tbe 
plane ... there; howeTer,, when be returned approxi•tely 
an bour later t• plli\U WM gone. It ~ either the day 
tollow:lag the death of KOG,, April 5 9 1968,, or tile next 
day,, April 6,, 1968 11 tlbl&t the airplane ns go• and ata,ecl 
gone for ._t two or tlllree a,-s. Be bad beelll told by 
BOWLBS' g&l frlead!I IIAitT Dil(GBT,, il. bli\~:fi.d &t the F:la 
alnd l'atbe:r Bl!:ir in Bw©kheMI !U.dp tW\t BOIILa MW! gone 
to Ta.\11 .. to pt his t~tb f~<Sd.. BCJWJ.Lia 0 ~rr BBlJUQl'[DIB, 
ta presently seeking & ~1w~ &lth«Mmgb M -~~@W®fa t!MtJ 
are still liying togtrtur.. !!le sold BOILB8 & c~©iOOple ot, lots 
in Bllcldaead Ridge &llld BOILn bull t ft\ bOIN erm ~ &u _ 
Ills hrother=in=lUB\tJ !I ~ Po GR:U:B.ilT.B9 b&a:fi.l '{t ta lt:ldge 
AJl{ert-ta • ta oth®r l©>t o Tberta 11\:rr® ~t s:fi.:i:te®n 
nits in tlae apfi\rt•at.. @Rlt~ iftl & bu:fi.~~ 
\WM 1:lYN in Tsai$, Flor~.. BOIJLU li\l:Ml llll~ \Wlf@ 9 

GDAU>lrD,, ~ tN filJPl\:irtl.lMi)t~ tor aTIDDR .. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- 44-1U4 
3. 

Be llal8 ..-.er baa a ■re bar et the x. nu n. 
_. .._ .. t ~ .. ,... .. ilJ or ... • ■--1' et tl:ae 
na.. 

TMN are • •U.r BJlf. 'l'BDIIIJl80Jla _. are f~ 
1■ ta. llilllli-- ._t, :rlerlda--. • tar• lie kll1•, 
•the hilt fatller • BBll 1'BGIDIIGll, . a. di.. ill -• 111._, 
lHT, wlllJAt ftillidiag at GIG B. W'. 23rd A-..-., •t•:t. RiJI 
ta~ pw up fall tl■il falli_.. ill 1954 ,._ lie ltad lleart 
tNable. ·· Prt..tr 1- that, 111 190, la1IJ fatller -1• . 
hill beat. hal 1952 te ......... , 1HT, hill father ,_. 
-i-retirecl ..... 1,. fished GCCMlenally O ..... his 
father,... IIUCh yeuager, Ile worked• a wrecking tug and 
at tiaetl, wetlt to Cltba OIi tlais t,ac. Howe*, .his father 
did not own any ba•i- ia Cuba. Be balJ ae-.er been to 
Cuba Jd. ... tt ud lMt lta8 111mn' llad any int«w•ta in Cuba. 

Dltriac the tille be ... a ee-■rcial fislaer■an, 
he IIM bad a great_,. individual deck haada 9 boweTer, 
to bill kaolfledae, -• of thelle lndividaal.8 had ever 
served any tiae 1a & prisOD Or penitentiaryo 

Be baa a relatiYe •■ad ROlOIY PIBRCB who is 
about 35 yeara of age and who ill a fisherman livine 1a 
Marathoa, noricta. As far as he knows, IIOKNY has DeTer 
beu in any trouble. 

Photegrapha of J.AJIES EARL UY were Bbon te 
hill and he felt the photographs showing RAY by hilllJelf 9 

1fi th the pictue of RAY w1 th suacl••- 9 looked falli.liar g 

bGwaver, he could net be sure of this identificatien .. 
Peasibly he.,. h&Ye - photographs of RAY in the Wwsp&,.Htrs 
er OD teltwiai•o 

He eaphatically dniecl lleinc iavolTed 1a this 
-tter 1a any •wner er under any cireuaatuceao It 18 
a eoaplete aystery te hill if or wby his naae waalcl be 
used in this aatter.. It •-••H :ls using Ilia -■- • this 
regard. then the identity et tllis indiYidual 111 n!IJmntwa 
to ld.11. 

The fellowing cleacriptive data was obtaiMd through 
ebeervaticm ancl iaterviN1~ .... 

Sex - BBIUAIIIN LABNARD THOMPSOM 9 JR • 
llale 
White 
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Bate of birth 
Plaee et birth 
Height 
Weight 
BJ'• 
Bair 
Ccllllpl•ion 
Bailcl 
llarital Statu 

Biij' Wiiit, Plerlcla 
5'8" 
140 pounds 
Blue 
Brew• 
Rudely 
IINi­
llarried 
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l FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

5/29/A Date ________ _ 

..... w..ue.4MUPDB, •••••t• ■ ..... 
~-- ill a.11r.111•• ..._. .111..-t ,__. • ttw ..,. 
• _. 11111t ••• ,_ a pWe lfllr f:IJIIIWC flllrtiell • M• 
•• ••••••• • - • ... 11 ,.11• ~ a.II aup].Mie 
tlllrt ..... ,. - ... laltlad, .... ta .-rt t• ......... . , ... . 

Ga .-11 -t, lNS, lie w ia.... ft_..• 
at tlle ...-1 1tllb ., --- •· au•• 1-'t• • 
....... &,f 11111. Jle W fl- t.._. llllrlf tllat ----
Ina •••...,.•• noricla9 tor • 10:00 • .,..•t-t. 
T• tlle MIit of Ida recollectioa lie ... la tile 1D •tll 
~ S:80 •• After leaving tlle Jalt lae ret_.... to 
•••cit.ob••• Florida, and that eNaiac Ile -t te tlle 
:rt.a ._ ftatlaer ar 1n Bacldlead JlWce aml :lt - wlllle 
..... at tlll9 Mr lie l•raed tllat IIARTD wrm DJIG 
.._. lleell .......__ Be -- ... or two trips to.,._,. 
... .._ tlle wek pri• to April"" 1958, ... tllft _.. -
er twe tripa fc,ll•iag A.-,il 4, 1M8 to Tallpll wltlal• tile 
,eriN et ..._t • week. Dell trip - for tbe ......... 
o1 llariac WGl'k .... OIi lats teetla at tlae Cllllalllla Deatal 
1a1t. Prl• to eiacll trip lae ••ld teleplaClae Ills br.tllln'­
ta-i., mm• GUZUPR ...,,.. ot aWge •.-n-ts · 
... Blllcldlell. ltl ... , ·- -1.taiaa .. ettiee ... t fi'f8 
tid.1- fr- ta. .,_.._.rs ~ 111 ~" to ..... llie 
- -t tdll at tM airport l\ml 41ri.e Ilia t• ta. ... tal 
Mt,. lie W ,_..__. _..11• tl'CIII tlae atrpert ... t.lMt7 
11M11hl ... able t• fu'lliBII ti®klet. ntleetbc tlle •t• 
fd tile purcba••· ,. OD OCffll\81- Ille NMlllbl t&i. ll!al wife wt tla 
Jd.111, ... - ... occlllll:t.- .. reollllll .... w c- to ft ... 
.,,. dU' wttil 1ww ■iatw-DcirlWi, IDW. mnr.11 ca1mn&, w 
tllea ret ...... witla Id.a lty •Jaae tlle :foll.,.hg 41ly. 

sEA2cHrn ....•. :z:-·····'NDExrn.. /I-II/J1-µ; £ -f .l!51=cE 
SERIALIZED .••. t..J, .. -.Ffffi-··· 

.· t\l j (; -19 On ----5~A.l",l:M8NJ,..l,.lt---at 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is uiA1·ornn 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. J 
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- 44-1854 a 

Be ad_. tllf&t be !a a :ror-r Mllber of tile 
aa nu Kl.all ia ODN~9 and.,... tlaougla be did aot 
feel .. ,, ...... &t tlhe tble ot KilMG 0a dei\ithg be did 
aot Illa" aa, partic!pllt:iion :la it, nor does be lmow who 
Iii.pt l&faye. Be doN aet lmW & WILLl8 PIBBCB. 

Be sated tllat the -• he ls able te recall 
tlle .... ta of Attr11 4p l968p is beC11w lie aetlOCiat• 
tlll8 ..... ts •itb tlae - of tae dell\tll of DRG.. Be •id 
lie is ... 1. t;o Neitlll SJ'Nli:fi•JLlJ wraat lie IJllMII dong t• 1Mlek •to.re or tile week a:rter April"" 1968, otlaer t• be lmGD be 118.\d .., f•r or fin trips to Taapa 
~ tbat per:led to..._ Ilia teetla fbed. Be ea eatN 
tllat bills airpla• llelda ..... ox:l•tely 13 galloaa of 
-•line and he does DOt atteapt to fly any :tartar tblla 
~ Florida. 

TIie following deacription of BOn.18 - obtal•d 
tllroagh oballnatlon aad intft'Yiew:: 

White 

I I 
:

le 

D8Yille, Florida 
Six feet 
175 poancls 
RN and ~:mg 
... 1 

ltbllD l'BDDG, 
GrMDYille DriYe 9 
.ltlantl\9 Geoqial 
Bmf.lft Wl!LIJIAII BOIJ.BII, a. , 
lhllluYllt. ..,_it-ttar,, 
Konlllts, T-, Nft'iag 
life seat._. for __..r of 
brotbe:r..,;1.n .... , DBL UR'U'f 
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D 44-1854 
! 

The follow!~g ~®~~~i~tton of PEARCE W&s 
obtained through obs~n&tiol!ll &rrMil illllt®ll:'v:fi.ew: 

~e 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Pl.ace of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Mir 
Byes 
Military 
W:lfe 
Children 

Education 

Occup-ation 

.Arrests 

ft.lite 
bll.e 

Fort Bassinger 9 Florida 
Six feet 
260 poWlds 
Light browm,, balding 
Green 
None 
MILDRED 
Mrs • .11■ LINDSAY, 
u. 8. Air Force, 
llacon 11 Georg~;; 
LELAND SIDNEY PEARCE, 
Northwester~ Mutual, 
Jll.\cksODYille 9 Ploritla; 
CUPl'OBD PUBCB, age 15, 
liv:fi.ag with p!l\nJDts. 
Atta!!Mled UniNJraity of 
:r1oria 11 1934 tbrougb 1936 
Laimd a,,eloper and sole owner 
of Buclm-4 Ridge SabdiYi&ion 
NO!Ilf'J 
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DNJ/pmg 
44 ... 1854 
1 

/ 

The followin. g in.vestigzatio.n/,aS conducted 
by SA WELDON L. KENNEDY at Marathon Floridaj on 
May 20, 1968. · · 

RONALD K. PIERCE.l. __ Sr. also known as "RED" 
PIERCE wa,;:---r,,t;~Vie,d and stated that he was born 
onl _ _ at Battlecree·lc, Michigan. 
He 1s 5'11" tar, we ghs 205 pounds, has brown eyes 
and red hair. PIERCE advised he operat~s a small 
fishing boat and fishes for a living. No one else ever 
uses his boat. 

PIERCE advised he last left the Florida 
Keys in 1957. PIERCE often works as an .. automobile 
mechanic to obtain extra money. PIERCE'has no 
relatives by the name of WILLIAM PIERCE, does not 
know how to fly, has no plane and owns no interes.t 
in any land or airports. 

PIERCE is mar~~ed, has five children 
and knows no one by the name of SAM I.EWIS, EDDIE 
WILBURN or JIM GARRISON. 

PIERCE is related to BEN THOMFSON who 
he used to fish with several years ago ~nd who 
he has not seen for over a year. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 6/5/68 

Transmit the following in -------------------------< 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ __.A......,IR ... TE..__L.._ __ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: MEMPHIS (14-1987) 

FROM: MIAMI (44-1854)(P) 

IIURKIN 
CR 

Re investigation concerning inforaation 
furnished by "Los Angeles Tiaes" reporters. 

Enclosed for the Meaphis Division are 15 
copies of 4 separate FD-302s and 15 copies of 7 
separate investigative inserts for possible inclusion 
in a report. 

ARDD AND DARGEROUS 

/t. - .. a,lls (Enc ~if (RM) 
' 1 - Miaai 

D:NJ/pag 
(I) 

~~~-.L-:..~~~-~ ~(i{t_, 
SEARCl-!ED ................ INDEXED 

SERtALIZED .. ~ ....... fllED .... rJ ......... .. 

JUN l n 1968 

Apprnved,~-y __ 
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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\ 
&AD 

Ulll'I 

:,~<~) 

6/11158 

.......... <~•> 

U rA8 HIIILII W• MY aB'lll'l~t:.· Bllll'UII• IWll'ft-we, 
... • •111-an I.Aft; i?:---1/5.J..S 

... JIU JIIIILlillD ,_ - lmlflO IO 

MMlln...alllfAllt~ AUrW¥f. .,..,. ... 
Alllll,P JIBIIAffla. NAll■t BAI NLURmllt aAnt•• 
GALIU P. • Lift .... A111 •a .. - ..... 

J a1111a.,.. •w111, J 

mm, IULD IIAB JIAIIIUIS, fJIIJII 119 ND DIO ..._ mu. 

111D1¥11a --- Blat\fl.fD B 

&Ill ■• 
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liA ... 157. 

PNIBtwe 

liUllll'f •BIB• mn& UDOlf llll"J.ftD• .A8n1D WM.Y 

... mm.Bf VAi D UIS AIIIILIB ,_ • JIID 

ms Mn. __ IIIIMY. JUD ms ,.... x.m• ,a 

..... • VD n:rtB BAI DJIIIDUD Al lDBll"llAI, IO LlftBit 

DftlD PJ.GUH. wet& ....,. monar•s SIAIICB au.nn. 
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APftL 

'l'Ch 

PRONa 

JlUIU(D 

6/13/68 

SN:, LOS AIIGIILSS (44-1574) 

SAC, JQIQKVXLt& (44-696) 

Re Loa Aagelu teletype dated 6/12/68. 

Referenced telet.ype advi- the Jhareau hu iutntated 
r--le efforta lie ~ to loaate z-AIUI ~:_ / 

1,./ 
On 6/12/18, Nra. CALLD CM'DY 10 Wright StrNt, 

SWeetwater, 1.'ew•-• lidvl•ecl •he wu foraerly wried to 
Llll'l'D P.M:Jalft, w1Mt 18 deaeued~ &114 that Lat'Jlll JIDlfMD 
PACICllft 1a her •on. She advlaecl alle l•t aataally ■aw 
P.ICDft approxiaa~ely four year• ago :bu.t hu not •-n hi.a 
•1nae that tu.. She did, however, reaei,na a 'birthday c:ard 
froa hill durin9 Narah, 1161 and ia of the opinion that th• 
envelope c:oataining tlle 'birthday card waa poablu'ked Chicrago, 
Illinoia. She fu-ther at.ated PACDft teleJll)loned her duri119 
relmtary, 1968 iacliaatinq that he vu in the state of J:llinoia. 

••• CAnDIY deaoribed her •on u a drifter and that 
•be hu no idea u to hi• preHllt whereabout• except u indJ::, 
aated above. Iha stated that another aon, AllAlffll IIUDJtr✓ 
•.M:Xl'ft', hac1 beell 811pl.c,yad u a eook in a r•taurant lii 
-etiii£anooga, 'fewa- ap uaUl three veeu avo. At that ti.lie 
he talepboned her aad indicated that he wu 9oing Borth inu­
auoh u he ill not reaei•in9 u _. pay at the reataarant u 
had been prCllliaad hill. She bu ao idea u to the vhereabouta 
of AIWIN IIUB1lft P.M:Dft. 

Loa AfttJelea 
~- (44-1987) 
XnaKville 

PJL, 311/clf 
(6) 
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10(44-696 

llr■• CUIIBY -..ri.w LU'flill - N*~ the followiag aunera wllit• aal.•1 dat.e of birth - I at -.-oe coaaty, _, height - 11•, -ight:: ~, 
aediua build, dark brown hair r bl- eyes, has -rv_,ir in 
u. s. Aray. / 

✓ on 6/13/68. xn. CLAltBllfCB T. IPNIJ,,,., .m.1 aoate 
6. lbla:Kvill•• Tellae■IIN• advised that LIIS'ftm BDlfMD PJliCJCB't'f 
vu her brother. 'ftMt last tiae she heard frGII NCDft was 
a-..ral aontha ago when he telephonically contacted her frca 
acaeplace in California. ••• BMl7Ltl'Olf ■aid NCDft tele­
phonically oontacta her frca tilla to tilla, holM..-r, ahe bu 
not aeen llilll for a long U- and ahe bu 110 idea where be 
aicJht. be at the pr•ent tilla. Aacardin9 to llra. IIAIIILTOII. 
PM:Dft travel.a fraa place to place, and u far u •he know■ 
he haa no recJlllar 811lployment of any kind. In the evaDt. abtt 
hear• of hia whereal>o\lta, she will 1-■cliately advt .. the 
n1. 

2 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 6/29/68 

Transmit the following in ______________________ _ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ____ A_I_R_T_E_L __ _ AIRMAIL 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L __ . ____ -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

lrnOM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P­

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re Los Angeles airtel to Director dated 6/25/68. 

The following investigation was conducted by 
IC JOSEPH D. HAMMITT: 

Mr. JAMES TABOR, Supervisor, Auto Registration 
Section, Secretary of State, Springfield, Illinois, advised 
on 6/28/68 that a check of records for 1967 and 1968 failed 
to reflect any vehicles registered or titled to a LESTER 
EDWARD PACKET-I\ 

Mrs MARIE DICKENSON, Supervisor, Driver's License 
Section, Sec etary of State, Springfield, Illinois, advised 
on 6/28/68 hat a check of records failed to reflect any 
driver's chauffeur's license issued to a LESTER EDWARD 
PACKETT. -----

3 - Bureau (44-38861) (RM) 
2 -·Chicago (44-1114) (RM) 
2 - Los Angeles (44-1574) (RM) 

@- Memphis (44-1987) (j}M) 
2 - Springfield (44-561) 
JDH/ ssj f c:, v'\r--· 
(11} ,d'O 

Approved: __________ _ Sent __ 
Special Agent in Cha~gP. 

!1¥-lf/7~ E- f/5. -;r 
SEARCl-lED.. INOEXED 4--
St&AUZ8l b fllED-4)..--

q 11 1 1968 V-......'L-

t.WIPHlS 

---M Per ______ _ 
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Fti-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

() 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date fi/WU 

!. c. •· aniL.~ . .,.tJaen 9re:,lleaad 1.1DN, 
Leztnston, SentacJcy, &dTlllecl tllat a aearcla ef their 
i-ecora at -tlaen er.ylaoalld ..._...rt_.. at Lext.aston, 
n••1ecl that ttcJmtt auaber 13 008 amt a .... iaaad 
bJ •-ta •t.cllol•,.,.. mualler 3, 1,b.orrtlle, ,.__..., 
tlleir ticket apat at l'llezv111e, ...__ ... 'Ille ticket 
_. illlleed oa .lprtl 7, lNI, aa• waa fr- llae&'Y111e, 
._.__..., to J.- Ansel .. , ea11r .. 1a, via lllnupllla, T-••• &ad 81 ...-., T.-.. TIie &IIOlllnt of tlle ticbt 
._. $78.31 and it 1a4iciat• tllat there_. baa,ase 
tbat .... cllecJte4 OD tlaia ticket. 

Jlr. aDO ad\'UMHI tllat thia ticJr.et ._. aed 
oa April 7, J.Na, and 'tile pa.rcll&aer left laGD1.lle Teu•-, at 1:15 • • April 7, 1-, la a 1'1111 aad 
bei1'C driYea DJ ~ ·•; asa ♦f Jlullville, Tena•-. 
Tlutl 1'lla arriyed at Jlalllff111e, Tellne■Ne, ea April a, 1988, 
at 12:U All. fte -- 1aiaa tllea left JlaaJITille oa April 
a, lNI, at 1:30 All a.fter a little ner an boar l&ytWer 
aacl arrt.Yed at ■1111hia, Teaae■ .... at 6 :31 All oa April 8, 
lNa. The elver of tllia -■ _. -• ...,. wllo 
liVN at llalphl&I, Tem.letlaee. 

llr. MDJ ■tated tllat 'the -.tflen. 9re)'lloaacl 
L1nN would have 1leen tile carrier froa •u•llle 
te llmlpbi■, Tennessee, UMI tile,.._ .. fNlll llellpllis to 
m. .... , weald ha•• bNll by Ceatral OreyllOWMI Lt-, Ud 
trea Sl Jue> to Laa .Anpl• 'by 1JNtera are,k9alltl Lt-. 

llr. MDI furatall. .. t•• a...,e d1■•1W 
Greyllouad paaaeapr ticket to tile :lD'teniftiq Aseat. 

'· '-' 

t~4E• 
5/I0/61 a•--Lmr-t ... a-..ct.-OR-· Lj,,.__..I)..,· ~------File# UI f4-N7 

by:......_ ____ 1.---,~Ji•,.-. -1••··•--r~•runwnL,"l.,t.l'brabJ:!11-_____ oate dlctated _____ lJ~•-ilc....:,11~----
This document contolns neither recommendations nor conclusions al the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
II and its contents are not la be dlsl(lbuted outside your agency. 
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TO 

L-1'!-X)NAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA fPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) DATE: July 1, 1968 

~1 ~C, LOUISVILLE (44-947) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: MURK IN 

i 
5010-101 

There are enclosed herewi ~~-eight copies of FD-302 
reflecting interview of C. M. BAYHIVSouthern Greyhound Lines, 
Lexington, Kentucky, relative to the tracing of Greyhound Bus 
Ticket utilized from Knoxville, Tennessee, to El Paso, Texas. 
As indicated in previous correspondence, the original of this 
bus ticket is being retained in the 1-A envelope of the 
Louisville Office awaiting instructions from the Memphis 
Division as to appropriate disposition to be made thereof. 

In view of the apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY and 
inasmuch as there appear to be no outstanding leads in this 
case and all stops have been removed, this case is being 
considered RUC. 

2 - Memphis (Enc. B>UV 
I - Louisville ~ 
CAK/gn,jaj 
(3) 

;- '2~ 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 7/3/88 

SAC, DALLAS (44-2649) (RUC) 

IIURKIN 

Re •eapbis teletype dated 5/29/88 and Bureau 
airtel dat4/5/31/68 concerning attempts toiate FRANK 
BRICKLEY. , '} 

I \ I 
6/14/68, ¥JIS. NELSON CROWLEY,/sister of J]lANK 

cbita Falls, Texas advised she last saw BRICD.BY 
a one half weeks prior to 6/14/68, when he visited 
her in Wichita Falls. He left about two weeks ago and did 
not say where be was going, and she baa no idea where he 
might be. She said be is a drifter and only occasionally 
stops in to see her for a few days. She said she had told 
BRICKLEY that the FBI had inquired of their father about 
him. BRICKLEY only replied that he was :m no trouble and that 
the FBI really did not want him. 

~• CROWLEY said BRICICLl:Y bad been reaiding at an 
unknown a(Jdress in Dallas and Ile laad claillled that he was 
employed · a painter by SouthwNtern Life Insurance Company 
Dallas, t bad quit that job recently. She sai~ CHARLENE 
HAYDEN loyed by New York Life Insurance Company, Dallas, 
was ly the girl friend of BRICKLEY and might know his 
whereabouts. 

IIRS. CROWLEY advised she will notify the FBI should 
she learn the present whereabouts of BRICKLEY. 

MISS CHARLENE HAYDEN, Clerk, Service Department, 
New York Life 1-urance Company, Republic National Bank 
Building, Dallas, advised OD 6/18/68, she has known BRICKLEY 
since about July, 1967. She believes be had been living in 
Dallas about five or six months prior to that. She said she 
went out with hilll, but when she wanted to terminate their re­
latio-~ip, l!_e began to make a nuisance of hi-elf, trying to 
see lier both at work and at home. She said she has not seen 
him for about a 11111Dth and hopes that she will never see him 
again. She said she has made it petofectly clear to BRICKLEY 
that she does not want to see him, but if he should contact 
her, she will notify this office. 

&-Bureau 
~lleaphis 
1-Dallas 
WBR:jw 
(4) 

(44-1981) 
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DL 44-2649 

according to BRICKLEY, has spent most of his adult life 
in prison. She said she believes he may not be mentally 
balanced. He is a drifter, frequents low class bars, and 
stays in third rate rooming houses. She said she has no 
idea where he might be at the present time, or anyone who 
might know his whereabouts. 

On 6/18/68, MISS NELDA ALLEN, Personnel Clerk, 
Southwestern Life Insurance Coapany, 1807 Ross Avenue, 
Dallas, advised she had reviewed the personnel records 
of past and present employees of that cOllpany and she 
could locate DO record of FRANK WILLIAM BRICKLEY. 

Tbe files of the Dallas Police Department, 
Identification Bureau, and Records Bureau and Dallas County 
Sheriff's Office, Identification Division, were checked on 
6/18/68, and no records of BRICKLEY were located. 

In Yiew of the subject's apprehension and the 
unknown whereabouts of BRICKLEY, the Bureau is requested 
to advise Dallas whether additional inyestigation regarding 
BRICKLEY ia required. 

2 -
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To: SAC, Dallaa (44-2649) 

Fr•u Dll'N'tOI', rBI (44•31161) 

MUIUII 
/ 

July •• 1968 

111 -ri.• of _.jeat lay'• a left and..__ 
.. Dalla■ 1ettc to ...... ~/J/68. 

whenabouta of l'gnk VJ.lllM Bric:~ Dalla• llhould not ocm• -dMt a.a, further lnftatlp.tlon to leeate anc1 lntem.• 
Brickley. 

i 

#-#t:4f.t{tf::_ f 15 If h' ti 
SE~ftCHED. .............. . 
SEftlALIZED.f.)... ..... .FILED ........ IJ ........ . 

Jl1l Q 1qfJ~ 
F■1-MEMPHI 
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SAC, LOUIS'f'ILLB (CC-M?) 

SAC, dllPBIS (4'-1987) (P) 

JIDRKI1' 

7/12/N 

Be LouiaTille letter to ■1 Sllia, ?/1/U. 

Lou:iaYille ta rllflUi•tecl to.,.._.. 'tile ortcillal 
of tJae 8cNtlle.rn Gl'eylMMmd Ba Lia• tieket to tbe 
appropriate ~ficial of Ute Sou'tlaena Greyllouncl Lillea 
at Lalagtoa, ~ • ....._., -illtaill a X... oopy 
ot - in LoaiM'ille t11• ta tlae ..-at tlle •• 1shta 
DiYiaioll dlai.NII aay farther aotioll 'to be taken ritll 
tlaia tioket at a later elate. 

2 - Loailnille c:;- •• ;pllie 

RPB:jap 
(4).~ 

; 

~~:~.~~?l 1~ 'L.1~:-~r,, ___ __/2L.--_ 

SUB B-985 LLL 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY um EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) t0t-1t.8 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
:SAC1 MEMPHIS (44-1987) DATE: 

SUBJECT: MtJRlCilf 

5010-108 

Re Memphis letter to Louisville. 7/12/68. 

On 7/2e/68. the original ot Southern Greyhound Bua 
'l'icket Humber 130008222942 •• returned to Mr. c. M. BAYBI 
Soutbern Gre7bound Bus Company. Lexington. ntucky. 

~•mch as there appears -no-- turthar 1nvilt1gat1on 
'to 'be eea4uoted in the Lou1av111a--ter1•1:torr, tbia-•••• ,. 
laeJ.Dg RW I de -

(2~mph1a 
l-Louisville 
CAK/gn 
(3) 

t. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FD-302 (Rev 4-15-64) 

l 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

5/1/68 
Dot~----------/// 

TJIOIIAS llcGD ,~ llesquite Street, advised that 
TRUIIA:N RBBD BOGBRS 7s the individual he had reference to. 
Be stated that he grew up with BOGE.RS and feels that JlOCBU 
could furnish soae pertinent inforaation in this aatter and 
that he ■ight know where the house ia located at which 
1111lTI8 BU'III DJO>BICD was working as a proatitute in 
Laurel, Mississippi. 

He stated that he could furnish no further infor­
mation in this utter but would be willinc to return to 
Laurel and assist the PBI on a strictly confidential basis. 
Re stated that he is on probation, however; and this would 
probably be a barrier. 

Be could furnish no further inforaation in this 
aatter. 

l~~- ..... -~--- ---
; :;:;;', .. v;;,_,: _ ___,.~omo~ 

SERIALIZEll4:_FILEO__..../"'I __ 

M Y 1 7 1968 
FBI- MEMPHIS 

4/25/68 at _ ___,,A,.b....._i ... le_n_e...,.,__..~-e-D--.SL....-____ Fi le # ____ __,_,a._c~=--~-~~-
lleaphis 44-1987·-~i- '.; ,.' - ✓Jc: 

b SA URAL E. IIOR'ftllf, n../pw y ____________________ _ Dote dictoted __ 4_/_2_S_/_&_S ____ _ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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rn 302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

by 

l 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/26/68 Date, ________ ____,.:._ 

IIDTIS BUTII HBHDllICKS,~·lso known as JITTERBUG,// 
873 Mesquite Street, who requested her identity be kept 
confidential, furnished the following information: 

She went to work on llarch 31, 1968, for an 
individual known to her as DEVILISH •1a, owner and 
operator of John'• Restaurant located just off First 
Street before the underpass in Laurel, Mississippi, and 
worked there until April 9, 1968. 

She worked as a cook and on the day after she 
started working for hia, DBVILIBB KICK had sexual relation• 
with her. Be then started her working at a place he had 
outside of town. On April 2, 1968, she overheard •1cx say, 
"I got a call on the King", but did not hear any ■ore of 
the conversation. 

On the evening of April 3, 1968, two neatly dressed 
aen with stocky builds caae to BIC&:'s place, Where she 
started work at 3 p. ■., and worked nights. 

While going to the bathroom, she observed a rifle 
with a telescopic sight in •ICX's office. Later, the two 
aen took the rifle and a long box which took three ■en to 
carry out and put the■ in a 1964 aaroon Dodge with a fake 
"Continental kit., on the back. 

On April 4, 1968, while on duty, she overheard 
HICK receive a telephone call on his phone which is close 
to the kitchen. After this call, HICK said, "aABTIR LUTBBR 
KIKG is dead". This waa before the neW& caae over the radio. 

RICX had meetings every night in his office, and 
she was told by other employees that KICK is the head of 
the Ku Klux Klan in that area. 

A white aan known to her only as "Big WILL ADAJl8' 
son'1 was in on the activity at the restaurant. l'llOSTBJIB 
(phonetic), a large fateMegro girl who worka for RICK, and 
two white nitresaes, who are associated with the two ■en who 
took the gun, knew of the activities of KICK. 

4/22/68 at Abilene 

SA URAL E. BQ1l'l'O)J 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions;";a;rnt iee 1'1!'1':""'l'MIT"'ml'!r'ffl'-ill.lifl.li.p4,: Bl and is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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From what she overheard, she feels that NICK had 
some part in the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, but 
she has no definite proof of this. 

She became so frightened, she told NICK she had 
a very sick relative in Abilene, Teas. She left on April 9, 
1968, and came to Abilene where she met THOMAS McGEE. She 
has been going with McGEE for four years and he came to 
Abilene shortly before Christmas to look for work. She 
could not identify the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as 
ever being at John's Restaurant or having ever seen him. 

She described DEVILISH NICK as follows: 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Characteristics 
Marital Status 

White 
Male 
About 33 
5'11" 
200 
Black 
Red-faced, drinks a lot 
Married to blonde wife about 

33 years old. 

********** 
The following is a description of MYRTIS RUTH 

HENDRICKS as obtained through observation: 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Characteristics 
Residence 

Negro 
Female 
About 25 
5 '7" 
185 
Black 
Brown 
~ight brown skin 
Rooming at 873 Mesquite Street, 

Abilene, Texas, phone 677-6434. 

********** 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

1 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

'DIOIIAS llcGD ~■quite Str~:, 
following inforaation,~nich he requested be 
confidential and his identity be protected. 

4/26/68 

furnished the 
kept strictly 

Be worked at John'• Restaurant about a year ago 
for a month as carhop. Be was told the restaurant waa a 
meeting place for the l:u Klux nan (XU), and DB'fILISB KICK, 
the proprietor of the restaurant, was the head of the l:U in 
that area. He also determined that the WOilen e■ployees 
worked as proatitutea for NICK on off hours and the two 
white woaen who work as waitresses, one brunette and one 
blonde, live in the ■ost expensive hotel in Laurel, 
■ississippi, naae unknown. 

Nie& beat up certain e■ployees while he was there 
and llcGEB decided to leave. When he learned that IIDTIS 
RU'fll IIBIIDRICKS waa working for RICK, who was •king a prosti­
tute out of her, he had her come to Abilene. 

Re admitted that he is on probation out of 
Gulfport, Mississippi, for "■001111hining", and has previoualy 
furnished information to the PBI through a one-legged ■an 
who runs a barbershop next door to Kitchen's Grocery in 
Seminary, ■issiasippi. 'Ibis man could vouch for his 
reliability. 

Be feels that should DB'YILISH NICK know that he 
and IIYBTIS have talked to the l'BI, he would have the■ 
located and killed, and would take aoae action against 
their friends and relative• in Laurel, Mississippi. He, 
therefore, requested that their identitiea be protected and 
kept very confidential. Be inti■ated that if investigation 
bJ the FBI reflects that the infonaation on DBVILISB NICI: 
is of any value, he would be willing to return to Laurel 
and obtain in1orution for the l'BI on a paid basis. 

Be advised he and DliDRICKS will •intain contact 
with the PBI • 

'lbe following is a description of DEYILISB HICK 
as furnished by llcCBE: 

- I 

SU,;{2.-i,:Q _ _jNDEXED..;,;.--
4/22/68 at _ ___.iau...L..L.ID-IICJ.-,.__.,.,.a..a.am---t-sfiifl-Al:t-tel:J::i=== Fp1~ ,=1,,,...&,1111J..l&l...._.,,.._~IIJ-'IV----

M AY l 7 1 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of .._..a,L~;.,.il;.._,....,...,.IH!l~B+'o 
it and its contents are not to be dist.ributed outside your agency./ r. 

,. / , / ' 

)lt I { ',, ,- ' ,)· ' , -~; ! "" ·' / 

l 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2 

DL 44-2649 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Characteristics 
Marital Status 

White 
Ila.le 
About 33 
5'11" 
200 
Black 
Red-faced, drinks a lot 
Married to blonde woman about 33. 

The following is a description of THOMAS McGEE 
as obtained through observation: 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Characteristics 

Scars 

Residence 

Negro 
Male 
35 
5'11" 
150 
Black, uurly 
Brown 
Light brown skin; wooden right 

leg 
2½" deep scar diagonally across 

left cheek 
Rooming at 873 Mesquite Street, 

Abilene, Texas, phone 677-6434 

********** 
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FD-30?. (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

1 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

5/1/68 
Dat.,_ _________ _ 

.UTl8 RU'l"B DJmBia&, also known as JITTB11BUG, 
873 lleaquite Street, advised that she would be unable to 
advise as to the location of the house at which she worked 
for BICK as a prostitute, as they always went there at 
night. She advised that this work was before ahe started 
work.inc at the restaurant. She started working for hi.a 
as a prostitute shortly before Christmas and worked a 
nuaber of ti••• exact aaount unrecalled. 

She advised that the only thing ahe recalls about 
the house is that it was on the outskirts of Laurel where 
there are soae larce hoaes which are not too close together. 
There was a gaslight in the front yard and she recalled a 
chilmey which was for a aock fireplace in the house. She 
advised she did not know how many rooms were in the house, 
but it was fairly nice inside. She could furnish no further 
inforaation on the residence, except that ahe believed it 
was a one-story house and bad a large rooa which was always 
kept locked, which she believed was the meeting place for 
the Ku Klux nan. 8he knew none of the aen who frequented 
tbe place. She advised she worked fro■ about 9 p.m., to 
midnight. 

She advised that when RICI made the statement, 
"I got a call on the King", she was upstairs in the restau­
rant going to the bathroom and this was the saae time that 
she saw the gun in the roo■ upstairs on April 2, 1968. 
She advised she thought MICK was talk.inc to the man who 
lived upstairs at the restaurant, name unrecalled. 

She advised that at the tiae ahe overheard MICK 
state, "IIARTIM LU'DID KilfG is dead", MICK was standing in 
the little booth where food is served to persona at the 
drive-in. She advised that HICK was called to the telephone 
and upon his return he made the statement to soaeone there, 
whoa she does not recall. She advised aa she recalled, this 
was early in the evening, the exact time she doe• not recall. 
She advised that at the tiae she overheard this, she was 
cooking and leaning over, listening for an order. 

i--·--------
i .]~i):;c;-;~D . JNOEXEO . 
4 SE.RIA - . • -r.;;:-

Te ie# Dallas 44-2649 4/25/68 at Abilene 
,s ■eaphis 44-1987 --, . .> 'i ,. · -'.'f,;,,'. 

by ___ SA __ UBA __ L_B_. _IIOB __ TOIJ_...e_,_a---". /...=.I:_:-_-_-_-_---=-=_;=;;..;. =;;_;-~~:;..~;:t""'-P1,=~~-ated 4/25/68 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the prop ty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
) I 

f. 
, .. 
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Bhe was unable to f\Dlish any further information, 
but again requested that her identity be protected and the 
information she furnished be kept strictly confidential. 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 

OPTIONAL FORM HO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (.41 CFRI 101-11 

UNITED STATES GOV .... ~NMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

DALLAS (44-2649)(P) 

IIURJCll( 
).I 

---i 

DATE: 

,_·, ,; I 
/ j V 

-~ I I , 

00 - IIIIIPBIS . / 
.,, / ,· 

U: DBAVOURS NIX /spaPECT //,. 

Re Dallas teletypes dated,,Aj23,~8. 
' / 

5/16/68 

Bnclo■ed for lle■pbi■ a ei~ copies each of 
FD-303• of interview• ofrTIIO.;;;;;;~IIA=Sr-=-=B=B~\.On 4/22/68, and 4/25/68, 
and of IIYBTIS RU'fll IIBKDl1 C the saae dates at Abilene, 
Texaa. 

/ ,L, -

Enclosed for Jackaon ia one copy eacia of the above 
listed FD-302■ in view of their intere■t in DBAYOURS RIX. 

Q_ Me■phi• (Enc. 32) 1\: •. / T - .Jackaoa (Bnc. -&) '- t · 
1 - Dalla■ ~ 
WBH:pw I:"-: 
(~) 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
5010-108-02 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI MI AM I 

1015PM EDT DEFERRED 5/17/68 LAS 

TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS 

FROM MIAMI (44- 1854 > 

MURK IN 

RETELCALL FROM BUREAU TO MIAMI, ~IXTEEN, CONCERNING 

SUSPECT KNOWN TO DR. RUTH TURRELL,~T~ PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 

11JRRELL ADVISED FIVE SEVENTEEN, SHE DID NOT MEAN TO INDICATE 

J£R PATIENT RESEMBLES RAY PHYSICALLY AS HE DOES NOT. HER PATIENT 

IS VERY HEAVY SET, BUSHY HAIRED MAN WITH NOTICEABLE BAD RIGHT EYE, 

NOSE NOT POINTED AND NO NOTICEABLE IRREGULARITY IN EARS. 

SHE ~ANT ONLY THAT HE WAS PSYCHOLOGICALLY CAPABLE OF SUCH 

A THING. 

END 

DND 

FBI MEMPHIS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Allrl'III, Ala IIAIL 

'IO l DlaCNa, RI (44-11111) I'- : MC, DL&au (4'-381) 

IIUIICT: anu• 

6/18✓-

lie 1111...._. airwl to --••• I/ta/•. 

11J■n I JJ1WB .. le....aty Gtfi••• Wi•• Telel,llo• Co., 
IN &. W.,_1.Sa Aw., til--■-, Wta. ¥ kllaUtJ), MIY1Md 
ll MD& L .. _, - 1/UI• Ille -- 1 • 1/10/• -, .... 
,iam IIC ••..,,•• •--• fta. JD, ef 'llle :ft of a teleJtllo .. 
...U.t eal'd ..... I.tr M ... LL I. GOI.IIIUB, 1tO 1111111 ■laft, .& ...... , 
111. ' . " ,, . :'_ /' /-,.- J; 

.:-::,.J •,_),_)_ ,._, .,- •·~ ;.~ ,.4r~ /1 

I• &Mttloa, IIC ftllAB t.adl•W ti. IIMU.aoa JD"-~ 
... ld enratite ... ladi:n .... 111 illNlftd u tllere 1111d ..... appJ'Oai­.,.1, ,1, .... 18 of 1.-...1.t ,_.••• -- wt'tla Ute ••le• 
eNNllt 8&1"41t1. 

11C WAIi#• •141 tlle PH•• ut■a ..... , .... c....Ut 
earcl llacl ...._ pl.etnd 11P 1ty tliltlt Cid.ea .... INt •• ..._ releaNcl • 

... CIIIK adYt8ed ta.. 1111•-- -•lty Of:f1ee WOlllcl •--•t • ,_..._ .....-1p.11ea •• fnl.._leat -• ealla u 
tJdll _, __ .. w lllt llla11411N lay Ult a.evs.i,, Off1", 111. Tele-
..... Co. , Clwtll .. , 111. 

?E,t?7 
Cid.ea .. , at Cid_.,., 111., Will ...... , Cid.ea .. JID 

fer lato te t.._lfJ lallt.Yl .. 1 ........ NUllt■•• pa Cl"Mit 
............... .., C:Jd ...... . 

·-··----·· I• ...... (&II) 
2 - Cid-.. ( .. plar •· ) 
(f,:.· - ......... (+&-1•1> (&II) 
'l - 1111 ..... -=--(7) 
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5/18/A 

.&lllftL 

TO: DIUCTOII, nl (44-SINl) 

J'IOII: 

o/ 
UC, DO (44-103) 

IIUBIJI 

.. ~l•plae• oall et JOB ■.DOIi --u-n- to Dlreoter•• ottt••• 
l:Npa, 5/~/A. ------

1~/ '• oall ooao ..... 111 - lMt.Yi ... 1 l)J tlle - of nD 
U8LI: ), ,._ lkllJifi llelt .... ls 1_.t.eal wttll 1'Am UIIL Ut. 
iiiliit •t tilt.■ t.Mt•t--1 ff.ye or •tz -tla■ ... at tile llaJfloNr 
Botel, Watdlt.-, D.C. 

DOID1 MriNd DO ..-t .. tile .... , .. of 1/11/18 tllat lie 
pref-■ to be intent....a n tllt.8 •ttw .... t .. tlle .&. •• et 
1/lf/ •• 

DO will latent.• DOIIIIIY .&. ■• of a/1.TI•, •l■p1&7 to Illa 
plleteln,.. of .JAIIU mL UY, alMI Ntabll.llll ... tiler• at UIIL8 
(PII) ts t•att.eal wltll UT. BIii•• wtl 1 M t•1111tatelr ....... ftf 
nat1lta et tilt■ latent•. 

41!m.AIIDD-DJU8 

(!} =• (44-1987) (late) 
. .,.,I"° - w,o 

UC:l'lla 
(5) 
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WI 

-· 
Balll t 191 (M◄INl) 

....... (M-1114) 

011 cur 

- -- 11117 aU'llltl • tlle ~- ... alie/18 ............. i ........... ~~IIJ&III. •. .....,11. • _ ·J 'c - '\i~ 

............ ,....... ... - - 6. ---:.all- .. 1•11111 ···-
••••• alW4 .......... --~ .., ....... l'elt..e ........... , lid ....... •Ila•- - ........ _ ..... 
...... 'tial • 

.. WI•• .... ,... &PAR a I I 11 ■ral 
... , •• ,.,. ...... ....... • lltU. ................ .. 
llllllt lta••· • .. I&,_ I . Jaltle ..,._ itl !Ll&fr 
.... , ••• al -- -- ---- ... _ ... ... 
.... -·-··· - -- .... • .. "la.. . ....... . ....... •..• ·-·····. ---- .... , ...... .. 
111■ I al A I I,., 1■1• tld1■•• ~.-- ■lllli1111-•• la ••••••· 
....... 8111i11NaU. •• .. •••~ CIDAllll .... Aw■•• •••W 
fall atllta -• -•• ............ 

.. .. - ••• a... ■ C ... Bise a0••-••1.111• ••a.w, .._ a, •• rsal '-111 al., .. , •• ,...,. wt 

·-• ·-IU1'11v••· C•t IIIJ 
111 111 ta CM-lllt) ...... 

--·-ff) 
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5/20/68 

AIRTEL 

T\i: DIDCl'OR, l'BI (44-38861) 

FRI.II: SAC, VFO (44-703) 

KUKIH 

Office, 

lace: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Heipt: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Coaplexion: 

3 - Bureau 
(1). 1111 ,hi• (44-1987)(Info) 
1- v,o 

RDA:tab (5) 
AiatlL 

White 
Male 
40 y•n old 
5' 1011 

175 pound• 
Medlua ~,. 
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wro 44-703 

Hair: 
Scar: 
Eyu: 

Dark brovn 
S..11 one on forebead 
(Could not recall color of eyea) 

D01i11Et added during the conversation with tbia 
peraon at the bar, DOIIIEf asked hill why he vu buying dollar 
drinka, if all he bad was $20.00. lbe 11an annered be wanted 
to know how bartender• ■ix drinks in l.llgh cl••• u.ra. 

IDIUIIIUCb aa DOWNEt bu not furniabed specific 
lnfOftlation which would aid in loeatina RID GA80 or GABL&, 
Wl'0 la conduetina no active lnveatiption at thi• tiae. WJ'O 
will keep in ll1ncl the above 1nfor1111tion in handling of leads 
in thi• utter. 

AiKID ARD D.AlfCDOUS. 

-2-
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5/16/68 

TELETYPE URGENT 

TO: MIAMI 

FROM: JACKSONVILLE (44-769) 

MURKIN. 

RE WFO TEL TO JACKSONVILLE DATED MAY FIFTEEN, LAST, 

WHICH ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: 

WFO RECEIVED COMPLAINT TODAY THAT A LATE MODEL 

BLACK BUICK WAS TRAVELING NORTHEAST ON NEW YORK AViNtlt~ 
WDC. THE DRIVER WAS REPORTED AS RE BLING THE PICTURE OF 

JAMES EARL RAY. THE VEHICLE BO FLORIDA LICENSE ONE W 
' I,-,-..; '/'-1 '"!- •\-,...'•-· 

ONE HINE FOUR ONE ZERO THREE • . /2 .riaisb'~~iLt.tlit1'ERMINE TO 

WHOM VEHICLE REGISTERED AND SET OUT LEADS TO DETERMINE 

WHEREABOUTS FOR ELIMINATION PURPOSES. NCIC NEGATIVE. 

RECORDS, DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLE~ TALLAHASSEE, 

, FLORIDA~ /REFLECTS SIXTY SEVE - SIXTY EIGHT FLORIDA 

LICENSE ONE W DASH ONE NIN FOUR ONE ZE~O THREE, 
- H- i--/, -\ °I j r1_-n{~ 

ISSUED TO ALBERTO VADIA TWENTY THREE HUNDRED CORAL 

WAY, MIAMI. FLORIDA, FOR USE ON SIXTY EIGHT PbN~i/c:;;..;1?--,J U,t',/_ 

VIN TWO FOUR TWO THREE SEVEN EIGHT PONE SIX FOUR FOUR SIX ONE. 
J,._\- WFO (.AM)44-703 
QJ- Memphis (AM) 
REH:oag (3) 
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,I,. 

Jl( ltlt-769 
PAGE TWO 

MIAMI AT MIAMI : WILL DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF 

REGISTRAH'l' OF INSTANT VEHICLE FOR ELIMINATION PURPOSES. 

wro AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AM. 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 
5/22/68 

Transmit the following in ---------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL 
Via ________ _ 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

10: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1187) 

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR 

(00: Memphis) _ C\ C\ b 

~~~ 
to 

ami teletype to 'IFO with airmail copy 
ated 5/17/68. 

Enclosed for the Memphis Division are 15 copies 
of an i sert reflecting information furnished by ALBERTO 
VADIA iaai, Flori:., on 5/17/68. 

~ Memphis (Enc~15) (RM) 
Lf" - Miami "--. f ., 

JJM :vc "' IZ J . ,} . . 

(3) 
T'?"-·1 /4/f,1 

l/i?/6 J/ 

IX\\ .I 
Approved:~~~--------­

Special Agent in Charge 

Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 
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SAC, ■ialli (44-1854) 

SAC, .. apltis (44-1987)(P) 

JIUIU[llf 
CR 

00: lleaplli■ 

5/24/88 

' 'qt) -- ✓ Cf 

Divi■ion 

\ ~ 

y;Y 
Re Miaai Airtel to ... pbis, 5/22/88. / 

Returned berewitb is inaert received_Aroa~■i 
covering interview with ALBDTO VADIA.v--

■iaai ■bould include this insert in report wbicb 
tbat office is preparing • 

. ~ 
Mia■i (Bnc.-15) 

, l. Me■pbis 
., :B 

(3) 

cf 
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.DJIIICRll, 1111 (44 ..... 1) 

UC, P.A.lr:11'8 ►IMe) C.) 

111..JECT: --1• -----• 
■•--•in•l ••ed 4/W• 111tJa letter traa &ICW♦PP 

G. sa,r1&LL aa eaclon:re. 

ae f•l. t.• 
M Au.nl T. ll&mllfu.r..ltt 

( .... lN'I) 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

F31 LITTLE R 

443PM 5/18/68 URGENT JEW 

TO DIRECTOR, (44-38861); MEMPHIS (44-1987); KANSAS CITY; AND 

OKLAHOMA C !TY 

FROM LITTLE ROCK (157-1215) 2P 

MJRKIN, 00: MEMPHIS 

RE: LOOKALIKE TO JAMES EARL RAY 
0 

ON MAY SEVENTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT, MRS. PHYLLIS REED, 

ADVISED AN INDIVIDUAL WHO LOOKED LIKE RAY DROVE INTO HER STATION IN 

NINETEEN FIFTYSIX RED AND WHITE CHEVROLET STATION WAGON BEARING 

UNKNOWN NEW MEXICO LICENSE. SHE DESCRIBED THE INDIVIDUAL AS A WHITE 

MALE, A30UT THIRTY YEARS OLD, FIVE FT. TEN INCHES TALL, STOCKY BUILD, 

SHORT LIGHT BROWN HAIR, DRESSED IN CASUAL SPORT CLOTHES, POSSIBLY A 

KNIT SHIRT, LIGHT COLORED PANTS, AND TENNIS SHOES 

IMMEDIATELY RADIO INFO WAS DISPATCHED TO LOCAL so·s IN OKLAHOMA 

AND SOUTHWEST MISSOURI THROUGH BENTON COUNTY, ARK., SHERIFF•s 

OFFICE AND ARKANSAS STATE POLICE, HUNTSVILLE, ARK. ROADBLOCKS WERE 

SET UP AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES ALERTED FOR THIS INDIVIDUAL AND CAR. 

ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS WILL BE IMMEDIATELY REPORTED. LIAISON IS 

BEING MAINTAINED WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES THROUGH STATE POLICE RADIO, 

END PAGE ONE 
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