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BRYANT WILLIAM BOWLES,
Ridge Apartments,
Buckhead Ridge,
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The following investigation was conducted
by SA WELDON L, KENNEDY, at Marathon, Florida, on
May 18, 1968. .

DAVID DAY,/Deputy, Monrce County Sheriff's
Office Sub-station, Monroe County, Florlda, advised that
RONALD K, PIERCE,.age approximately 45 years old, is
~an Indigent lobster fisherman who is married and has
five children and to supplément his fishing income he

works part tilme as an automoblle mechanic.

DAY further advised that PIERCE is a ;
long time resident of Marathon, Florida, who seldonm,
if ever, leaves the Florida Keys. As far_as DAY
knows, PIERCE does not hold a pilot's license,
has no interests in flying, and does not own a plane.
PIERCE has had no affiliation in Cuba.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA PATRICK A, PHILBIN on May 18, 1968, in Belle Glade,
Florida.

Chief of Pgliice CHARLES GOODIETT (NA),
Belle Glade Police Pepartment, advised that he has known
PIER or about 35 years. He said that
used to own PIERCE's Quaters which was a
sort of "flop house" for migrant farm workers. However,
he advised PIERCE lost the business about six months
ago for non-payment of taxes,

Chief GOODIETT further advised that PIERCE
used to have an interest in cattle, farm land and a
"Ramey" maechine he invented that wogwe hemp into cloth,
He continued by saying the PIERCE had made a lot of
money years ago but had _lost it by making bad invest-
ments over the - years.

Chief GOODIETT stated he was very well acquain®
ed with BILL PIERCE and he is not a recist or a bigot.

Chief GOODIETT advised PIERCE is presently
working for the True-Flow Welding Company and lives
in Pahokee, Florida.

The records of the True-Flow Welding Company
showed that WILLIAM PIERCE was at work on April 4, 5 and

"6, 1968.
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The following investigatlion was conducted by
SA ROBERT W, WISEMAN at Boca Raton, Florida, relative
to ldentifying the unknown individual at the Texaco
station located at U.S., #l1 dnd Palm Aire Street, in
Boca Raton who was the recipient of a business card
from Mr H. D BRINKER.

[

Physical inspection of the Boea Raton area
developed that there is no Palm Aire Street, however
there is a Sunoco station located at the intersection
of Highway #1 and Rayal Palm Road, whieh appears to
be the logical location of instant service station.

Mr. BERNARD IRELAND, Jr., co-owner of instant service
station advised that beginning March 7, 1968, and for

a period of three weeks he employed one DALE _WHITMAN, /
whom he described as in his early twenties, very per-
sonable and an excellent public relations man with
customers. WHITMAN was dissatisfied with his employment
and was interested in bettering himself and left voluntar-
i1ly to secure employment elsewhere with an unknown
uniform company in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Subsequent investigations identified DALE
WHITMAN's mother_as Mrs. GORDON YOST, who resides
in a trailer lot #35, Tropic Gardens Trailer Park,
S. Federal Highway, Delray Beach, Florida, which 1is just
north of the Boca Raton City limlts., Mrs. YOST
interviewed on May 21, 1968, stated that her son
DAILE WHITMAN is an only chlild of a previous marriage
and his father is deceased., She stated that during
approximstely the middle of February, 1968, her
son phoned her from Chicago, Illinois, stating that his
wife had left him and that divorce action by her had
been instituted. As a result he came here to thils
area and resided with her and her second husband up
until May 7, 1968. She stated that he was very
dissatisfled with the employment apportunities here in
South Florida, and had worked for a while at the
Sunoco station in Boca Raton, left there and worked
for an unknown uniform company in Fort Lauderdale, as
a truck driver and on the afternoon of May 7, 1968, came
home saying that he was going up north to seek better
employment, and that he would contact her at some later
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date when he got settled and left. She advised that she
has had no contact with him since and has no idea of

his current whereabouts but is of the opinion that he
would not go back to Chicago because of his unhappy
situation and divorce action, Mrs. YOST continued saying
that prior to coming to Florida, she and her son DALE
resided for many years in the Warren, Ohio area and that
she has two brothers in Warren, Ohlo, now who her son
might contact. She stated that one brother or uncle of
DAIE WHITMAN i1s BYRD JAY LANE, who resides at 1594
Kuszmaul Avenue in Warren, Ohlio, and that the other
brother ROBERT LANE also 1s in Warren, Ohio, address
unknown, but hls address will be known to BYRD. She
added further that she has another brother named NOAH LANE
who resides at an unknown address in Celumbus, Ohio,

and his address also will be known to BYRD, BYRD JAY
LANE and ROBERT LANE are both employed by General Motors
Corporation in Warren, Ohio., The employment of NOAH LANE
in Columbus, Ohio is not known to her,

Mrs. YOST continued saying that her son. DAIE
took most of his personal effects with him upon departure
including any correspondence, notes and .similar items. She
stated that after he departed she did find some notes
with telephone numbers on them and busimess cards which
she threw away in the trash without reading and had no
knowledge of their contents believing that they were of no
value to her son or he would not have left them. Mrs.
YOST is unfamliliar with the name of H. D. BRINKER or
H. ROBERTSON BRINKER or the Riddle Factory Catering
Company of Detrolt, Michigan. She does not recall her
son mentloning anything about this, but added that Bhe
does know that he was interested in bettering himself
and was makingevery effort possible while in this area
to get better employment than the two that he did have.
Mrs. YOST did divulge in the conversation that her son
DALE WHITMAN at age 18 had enlisted in the U.S. Navy and
shortly thereafter while being stationed in Bainbridge,
Maryland, was involved with the Federal Government
concerning a car theft for which he had a two year
probationary sentence. She explained this 1s the reason
why she was lnitlally reluctant to discuss her son's
whereabouts or possible whereabouts with the interviewing
agent.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 7 30/68

PAVID LARSE JOHN D. XENDALL who identified
themselves as FEpOFteEPrs from Lhe "Los Angeles Times"

newspaper to SAs DAVID N, JELLISON and JCHN P, HANION, Jr.,
appeared at the Miamil Office of the FBI at 6:50 PN,

May 17, 1968, They stated that their editor was in
contaet with the lLos Angeles Office of, the FBI as were
"los Angeles Times" reporters in seve other cities

in the United States.

They stajed in effect that a source who they
declined to identify had sold the "Los Angeles Times"
some information/ regarding the assassination of Dr., MARTIN
IUTHER KING, J¥., They further stated that a named
, of Belle Glade, Florida, migh involved
“In The aszsassination as was a BEN THOMPSON South Florida.

Specifically they stated that WILLIAM PIERCE
flew JAMES EARL RAY in a private plane from St. ILouls,
Missouri to Belle Glade, Florida, on April 5, 1968, and
EEN THOMPSON then took RAY out to sea in a boat on
April 11, 1968. '

They stated that thelr own investigation had
determined that there was a WILLIAM LINCOIN PIERCE
residing in Miami and a WILLIAM L, PIERCE residing
in Belle Glade, Florida. They stated further that they
had determined there was a BEN THOMPSON who owned three
boats and who was associated with Bast Coast Fisheries,
Miami, Florida.

At the conclusion of the interview, KENDALL
and LARSEN stated that they desired to be furnished with
up-to-the-minute information from the FBI Offiece in Miami.
They were Informed by SA JELLISON that no promises could
be mrde in that regard at whiech time LARSEN stated "Should
we be frozen out of any up-to-the-minute information; we
will erucify you."”

It wags then restated that n romises would be
— made.— /f</p L L7 - pJui B 5 - G5 BEA
SEARCHED .. . .wi.. . ﬁj
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On 5/17/68 at mm,y Florida L, ra F ile # %—185}‘
SAs DAVID N, JELLISON and |

by JOHN F. HANLON/DNJ:pmg

5/23/68
Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI1 and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

P
1. Dat 5/20/68

Randall Park Drive, er ng informed of the identity
of the interviewing Agents, voluntarily furnished the
following information:

In March, 1967, he commenced working for Aerodex,
Miami. Prior to that time, he earned his living through
commercial fishing off the Flerida Keys.

" For a number of years he worked for East Coast

Fisheries, Niami. In this regard, he would operate boats
through PETER SCHWARTZ who was one of the owners

of Enst Coast Fisheries. Four or five years ago, he operated
a 38 foot fishing boat named the "Virginia Lee" on which
SCHWARTZ held the mortgage. He returned this boat to SCHWARTZ
about a year later and switched the mortgage to a 48 foot
fishing boat named the "Miss Gayle,” on which SCHWARTZ
also held the mortgage. Approximately two and one-~half or
three years ago, he and SCHWARTZ had financial differences,
and he left the employment of East Coast Fisheries.

Mr, BENJAMIN LARNARD THOMPSON, JR., 12801 East

Following this incident, he went in partnerships
with LOUIS LOBER, Miami, and purchased a 28 foot fishing
vessel, which had no name. He and LOBER fished commercially
until oen or about August 1, 1966, at which time he soldhis
equity in this boat to LOBER dnd got out of the fishing
business entirely.

Most of his fishing was accomplished from Bakers
Haulover (Miami) in the north to Elliott Key in the south,
His fishing i}:terests were in lobsters.

Approximately four years ago, he was arrested by
the British Govermment for fishing Yor_ llobstdrs™im Bahamian
waters. He had been carrying on this activity for approxi-
mately ten weeks before hews caught. British authorities
kept him in jail overnight and the following diy he was fined
$27 and allowed to leave Nassau with his boat with the ‘
promise of not fishing in Bahamisn ' waters again, He recalls

On

by
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that there was quite a bit of newspaper publicity feor
a period of five days during this incident,

With regard to his former partner, LOUIS LOBER,
he spoke with LOBER about four months ago. At that time
LOBER still had the boat and was fishing. He noted the
reason he sold his interest in the boat to LOBER, as o
mentioned above, was the fact he could not make a living
any longer in fishing. LOBER, whom he described as
being areund 37 years old, recently had an operatidm on
hiz throat for the removal of a growth from his "voice bex."
As far as he knows, LOBER has never been arrested and im
fact, both he and LOBER went to school together in Miami
and he considers LOBER to be ®f good character and '
reputation.

With regard te his persosal whereabouts during
the peried from April 3 - 12, 1968, since January, 1968,
he has worked at Aerodex, Miami, on a shift in which he
leaves howe around 2:15 p.m. and returas around 12:30 a.m,
On April 3, 4, and 5, 1968, he was working at Aeredex on
the above mentioned shift. On April 6 and 7, 1968, a
weekend, he remained home and did not leave Miami or Dade
County, Florida. Frem April 7 - 12, 1968, he werked at
Aerodex on the above described shift.

He has never left the State of Florida with the
exception of going to New York City once when he was in
high schoel.

He has never been in the State of Alabama and
he has never heard of the names EDDIE WILBURN, SAMUEL
LEWIS, WILLIAM PIERCE or BOB BRINKLEY. He does not know
anyone from Huntsville or Atheng, Alabama and he has never
been in ner does he know anyone that drives an zutomobile
with a police radio.

He has never been in Bellef/Glade or Okeechobee,

Florida, and he does not know anyone that owns a motel, hotel,
cot§ages or owns an airplane.
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5/29/68 ¥

Date

® CLIFFORD PEARCE,/ Owner, Buckhead
Ridge mm MW orida, wes advised
ummt&tyotth iatﬁwtmrmam%uw of
the Yedersl Burewiku of Investigation and of hiz rights as
contiined in &n exscuted saiver of rights form. Upon
signing the form PRARCE furnished the followimg informatiom:

Be vz in the eunttle business in Cubs im 1956
énd 1957 and upon ledving Cube he came to Oheechobee,
Florida where he developed the Buckhend Ridge &Htvhiu,
of which he is the sole owvner., He is no longer in the
cikttle businers and devetes 211 ef his time to the

cattle businews Btlle Glade, rm-m While in Bolu
Glade he heckme Scgukinted ':lth WILLIAM PIERCE, who also
went to Cubk in the 1950°'s to promote & middle aﬁat fiber
cklled "Raime™, He did not associate with WILLIAM PIERCE
and in fact enly spoke to him about a half & dozen times,
He does mot know what line of business WILLIAM PIERCE is
nor does he know how he could be located.

ae rot aow nor h&s be ever been & member of
_ m nor is he sympithetic to their cause.
doos not know the following individuals:; BOB and
um.m BRICKXIEY, BEN THOMPSON, EDDIE WILBURN nmor JINM
,alt mmmsmtammsmn
= 4 not do &ny buildiag while in Cuba nor
u:m um& PIERCE did any building while in

1

zgr
iv
E

‘m He hiis never beean to Eunses City, Kissas or

Eensas City, Missouri, and im fict the oanly plices he hag
boen outside of the gtate of Flerida are New Orleans
for 3 cattle auction in the early 1950's, New York City,
Wu, 2.C., Thomesvrille, Geporgin and Cuba, He

doos not own & plane nor doss he do amy flyinmg.
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He did not kill MARTIN LUTHER KING nor
does he know who did nor doss he know who might have
been involved im the murder of KNG, There is &
menber of the local Ku Klux Kian, JOEN THOMAS BOWLES,
who was cfpable of participRtimg in the murder of KING,
BOWLES has a strong hatred for Negroes &nd was recently
tried in Martin County, Florfda for beating up & schoel
superintendent bectuse of his efforts in integr#iting the
schools. BOWIES owns & smll two passenger Gub a&irplane
that he keeps on Hog Isiand which is next to Buckhesd
Ridge, Xt is an open field without any lighting
facilities. Deputy CURTIS WRIGHET, Glades County Sheriff's
Office, had asked PEARCE to keep an eye on the airplane,
perticulsrly if the Klan was planning anything, so that
BOWLES® wherembouts could be accounted for. He recklls
that on the evening of the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING
he ade it & point to check the airpiane &nd noted that
it was gone., The next mornimg, around seven AM, while
on his way to Okeechobee for coffee he noted that the
plane was there; however, when he returned approximitely
an hour later the plane wis gone. It was either the day
following the death of KING, April 5, 1968, or the next
day, April 6, 1968, that the airplane was gone and stayed
gone for t two or three days. HEe had beenm told by
BOWLES' girl friend, MARY ENIGHT, & barmtid at the Fim
and Feather Bar in Bm@kh@&d Ridge that BOWLES had gone
to Tampa to get his teeth fixed. BOWLES® R, GERALDINE,
is presently sesking & divorce although he believes they
are still living together, He scold BOYLES a couple of lots
in Buckhead Ridge and BOWLES built & home en one amd _
his breother-in-lawy, CHARLES P, GRIZZAFFE, bwilt the Ridge
Apartments oma the other lot, There are mbout sixteen
units in the apartwent., GRIZZAFFE iz & businesSKER):w-
who lives in Tamp®,K Florida, BOWLES and his wife,
GERALDINE, mandge the apirtments for GRIZZAFFE.,
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He has never been a member of the Ku Klux Klan
and does n0ot kiow anyone who ism or was a member eof ‘
Klan.

There &re ne other BEN THOMPSONs whe are fishermsen
in the Niami-Key West, rzmu ares as far as he knows,
noting his father, Bm 3 BON, SR, died im Nevember, '
1967, while mim at 4220 N, I 23rd Avenue, Niami. His
father give up full time fishiag in 1954 when had
trouble. Prisr to that, im 1952, his father seold
his boat. From 1952 to Nevember, 1967, his father was
seni-retired and oenly fished occasionally, When his
father was much younger, he worked on a wrecking tug aad
at times, went to Cuba on this tug. HowevPr, his Iather
did not own any business in Cuba. He has never been to
Cuba himself and he has never had any interests in Cuba.

During the time he was a2 commercial fisherman,
he has had a great many individual deck hands, however,
to his knowledge, none of these individuals had ever
served any time in 2 prison or penitentiary.

He has a relative named RONNY PIERCE who is
about 35 years of age and who is a fisherman living in
Marathon, Florida. As far as he knows, HONNY has never
been in any trouble.

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were shown to
him and he felt the photographs showing RAY by himself,
with the picture of RAY with sunglasses, looked familiar,
however, he could not be sure of this identificationm.
Possibly he may have seen photographs of RAY in the newspapers
or on television.

He emphatically denied being invelved in this
miitter in any mamner or under any circumstances. It is
a complete mystery te him if or why his name would be
used in this matter. If someone iz using his name @n this
regard, then the identity of this individual is unknown
to him.

The following descriptive data was obtainmed through
observation and interview:

Name BENJAMIN LARNARD THOMPSON, JR,

Sex Male
Race White
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Date of birth
Place of birth

Height 5'8"
Weight 140 pounds
Eyes Blue

Hair Brown
Complexion Ruddy
Build Nedium

Narital Status Earried
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Date

Okwechebe®, Fiorids, was d of the idntity

of the wmm&mmIMtdtum1
Burehu of Investigttion 2nd of his rights &s contained
in caexecuted wiiver of rights ferm. BOWLES stated

rights rmumuhemnm to aaswer quostions.
He then furnished the follewing htoenth:?’

He and his wife, GERALDINE, msatge the Ridge
Apurtuents in Buckhetd Ridge. Mtwuﬂnﬁn
& wouk he werks & & gauide for fishing pirties om Lske
Oloochobew. Ne owvns & satl]l yelleow J-3 Cub sirplane
that he ) on Island, whick is next te Buckhetd

on 14, lm,hmhw nm,
at the deatal of mm H., CALLARAN 1
- Armenis Avenue. llomnmthmmlythtmm
frem Oksechobee, Florida, for & 10:00 AN appointment.
To the best of his recollection he was in the lab until
about 2:00 PM. After deaving the 1ab he returned to
Okeochobee, Floridea, and that evening he went to the
Fin #nd Peather Bar in Buckhead Ridge and it was while
bmct the bar he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING
mrdered. He maide one or twe trips to Tampa
he weok prior to April 4, 1968, and then mhde one
ips follewing April 4, 1988 to Tampa within the
sbout & week. Each trip wvas for the purpose
work dene on his teeth at the Callahan Dental
ior to each trip he would telephome his brether-
, CHARLES GRIZZAFFE, owner of Ridge Apartments
who miintains an office ebout five
rg Airpert in Tamph, to hive his
et him at the a&rmt and drive kim to the deantal
hvd purchased giseline from the sirpert and thwy
be able to furnish tickets reflecting the dites
the purchises, - On occésion he would take his wife with
him, undmmocmiahmlhmm;mtcw

EAPFIES TR

. g o

=.t.g§f,§§g£:
g.s

thon returned with him by piane the tonam-gy,
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He added that he is & former member of the
Bz Klux Klan in Okeechobes, #ind even though he did not
feel any remorse @t the time of KING's detth, he did
not Mive &ny participation im it, nor does he know who
might have, He does mot know & WILLIAM PIERCE.

He stated that the rsson he is able te recall
the events of April 4, 1968, is becikuse he associstes
the svents with the news of the dedith of KING, He said
he is unable to reckll specifically whit he was doing
the week bsfore or the week &fter April 4, 1968, other
t be knows he hid mtde four or five trips to Tamps

that period to have his teeth fixed. He commented
th&t his airplane holds approximmtely 13 gallons of
gasoline and he does not attempt to fly any farther than

Tempiz Florida.

The following description of BOWLES was obtained
through observation and interview:

Race White
Sex
Pate of Birth
Place of Birth nsville, or
Height Six feet
Weight 175 pounds
Baeir Red &nd HYding
Eyes Hazsl
Socisl Security

Number
Sister NADINE FERRING,

Greenviilie Drive,
Atlamtk, Georgis

Brother BRYANT WILLIAM BOWLES, JR,,
Humtsville Peniteatiary,
Kountz, Textig, serviag
life sentence for murder of
brother-in-1gw, EARL HARVEY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MM 44-1854

2

The following description of PEARCE was
obtained through observation and interview:

Race Thite

Sex ale

Date of Birth [ ]

Place of Birth Fort Bsssinger, Florida
Height Six feet

Weight 260 pounds

Hair Light brown, baldimg
Eyes Green

Military None

Wife KILDRED

Children Mrs. JIK LINDSAY,

U. 8. Air Force,

Macon, Georgia;

LELAND SIDNEY PEARCE,
Northwestern Mutual,
Jacksonville, Florida;
CILIFFORD PEARCE, &ge 15,
living with parents,

Education Attended University of
Florids, 1934 through 1936
Occupation land developer and sole owner

of Buckhe#d Ridge Subdivision
Arrests None
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The following investigationxﬁas conducted
by SA WELDON L, KENNEDY at Marathon Florida, on

May 20, 1968.

RONAID K, PIERCE, Sr., also known as "RED"
PIERCE was interv. d and stated that he was born

on

at Battlecreek, Michigan.

He 18 5'11™ tall, weighs 205 pounds, has brown eyes

and red hair,

fishing boat and fishes for a living.
uses his boat.

PIERCE advised he operates a small

PIERCE advised he last left the Florida

Keys in 1957.

PIERCE often-works as an. automobile

mechanic to obtain extra money. PIERCE has no
relatives by the name of WILLIAM PIERCE, does not
know how to fly, has no plane and owns no interest
in any land or airports.

PIERCE 1s married, has five children
and knows no one by the name of SAM 1EWIS, EDDIE
WILBURN or JIM GARRISON.

PIERCE is related to BEN THOMPSON who
he used to fish with several years ago and who
he has not seen for over a year.

LA - ST Sy

SEARCHED....... INDEXED.... £

JUNT 0 1968

SERIALIZED... /}men A

FBI — MEwF. .
Jﬂm A

Sy

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

O one else ever

(4 é_‘

- G



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: 6/5/68
Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)
Via __ AIRTEL
(Priority)

e e L _

TO: MEMPHIS (24-1987)

FROM: MIAMI (44-1854) (P)

MURKIN

CR

Re investigation concerning information
furnished by "Los Angeles Times' reporters.

Enclosed for the Memphis Division are 15
copies of 4 separate FD-3028 and 15 copies of 7
separate investigative inserts for possible inclusion
in a report.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

M

//l- Renphis (Enc '165) (RM)
‘ 1 - Miami
DNJ fd ST -
(‘)/png SEARCHED.... . INDEXED. .. é %
SERALIZED.E). . FuED. /D
= JUN 1 11968
FBi — N.IEL\’H';L'\;
y
Approved:é(\\/ Sent M Per

\ kpecial Agent in Charge
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KNOXVILLE OONTACT RELATIVES 70 DETERNINE LESTER'S PRESENT
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TA Bhe15TH
PAGRE WO

LEANCHT WHIYE, WESTERN UNION DMPLOYER, ADVISED TODAY
PRANK BRICKLEY WAS IN LOS ANGELES FROM WEDMESDAY, JUNE
FIVE IAST, THROUGH SUNKDAY, JUNE NINE LAST, LOOKING POR
%*,mwmwmumm&mm
EDWARD PACKETP?, WHITE REPORTS BRICKLEY'S SEARCH NEGATIVE.
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6/13/68

AIRTEL

T0: SAC, LOS ANGRLES (44-1574)
FROM3 SAC, KNOXVILLE (44-696)
MURKIN

Re Los Angeles teletype dated 6/12/68.

Referenced teletype advises the Bureau has instructed
reasonable efforts be expanded to locate LESTER EDWARD PACKETT. -

On 6/12/68, Mrs. CALLIR camrvn/ 10 Wright Street, v
Sweetwater, Tennessee, advised she was formerly married to
LESTER PACKETT, who is deceased, and that LESTER EDWARD
PACKETT is hexr son. She advised she last actually saw
PACKETT approximately four years ago but has not seen him
since that time. She did, however, receive a birthday card
from him during March, 1968 and is of the opinion that the
envelope containing the birthday card was postmarked Chicago,
Illinois. She further stated PACKETT telephoned her Aduring
February, 1968 indicating that he was in the State of Illinois.

Mrs. CATHEY described her son as a drifter and that
she has no idea as to his present whereabouts except as indi
cated above. BShe stated that another son, ARANTS HUBERT
PACKETT, had been employed as a eook in a restaurant in

a, Tennessee up until three weeks ago. At that time
he telephoned her and indicated that he was going North inas-
much as he is not receiving as much pay at the restaurant as
had been promised him. She has no idea as to the whereabouts
of ARANTS HUBERT PACKETT.

> mwg‘%z-nm) R \%A\ \u@E (\?’S It
- Knoxville I
7':4;!' JIJ/elf

£ 775
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KX 44-696

Mrs. CATHEY described LESTER EDWARD P
the following manner: white male; date of birth -
at Monroe County, Tennessee; height - 6'; weight 1 ]

medium build; dark brown hair; blues eyes; has uxv,l in
U. 8. Army. /

Oon 6/13/68, Mrs. CLARENCE r.m‘/. JR., Route
6, Knoxville, Tennesseé, advised that LESTER EDMARD PACKETT
was her brother. The last time she heard from PACKEIT was
several months ago when he telephonically contacted her from
someplace in California. Mrs. BAMILTON said PACKETT tele-
phonically contacts her from time to time, however, she has
not seen him for a long time and she has no idea where he
might be at the present time. According to Mrs. HAMILTION,
PACKETT travels from place to place, and as far as she knows
he has no regular employment of any kind. In the event she
hears of his whereabouts, she will immediately advise the
reI.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev, 5-2%-84)

Transmit the following in

Via

~

FBI

Date: 6/29/68

{Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL ' AIRMAIL

QME G454
3 - Bureau (44-38861) (RM) 5/"{“/ ¢/£m

2 - Chicago (44-1114) (RM) Sb“"w“—"’m ;

2 - Los Angeles (44-1574) (RM) W-’}j-‘-—’” 00

(20~ Memphis (44-1987) ) v "

2 - Springfield (44-561 £Bl— EMPH“’ ”

JDH/ssj : - (37.

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Los Angeles airtel to Director dated 6/25/68.

The following investigation was conducted by
IC JOSEPH D. HAMMITT:

Mr. JAMES TABOR, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State, Springfield, Illinois, advised
on 6/28/68 that a check of records for 1967 and 1968 failed
to reflect any vehicles registered or titled to a LESTER
EDWARD PACKETT.

Mrs,/ MARIE DICKENSON, Supervisor, Driver's License
Section, Secyetary of State, Sprlngfleld Ill1n01s advised
on 6/28/68 hat a check of records failed to reflect any
driver's chauffeur's license issued to a LESTER EDWARD
PACKETT.

e

(11) E98s

foJ”

Approved; ‘ Sent M Per

Special Ageat in'Charge
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Doie___sw“

1

C. M. H!li,l‘(itor. Southern Greyhound Lines,
Lexington, Nentucky, advised that a search of their
records at Southern Greyhound Beadgquarters at lLexingtom,
revealed that ticket number 13 000 82229 43 was issued
by Augusta Nichols, Pye number 3, Enoxville, Teannessee,
their ticket agent at Enoxville, lbnnmoc. The ticxot
was issued on April 7, 1968, and wms from Enexville,
Teknessee, to Los Angele-, c::utmn, via Nemphis,
Tennessee and E1 Paso, Texas. The amount of the ticket
wvas $70.35% and it mdicutn timt there was baggage

that was checked on this ticket.

Mr. BAYE]I advised that this ticket was used
on April 7, 1968, the purchaser left Enoxville
Tennessee, at 8:15 on April 7, 1968, in a bus and
being driven by JESSE €. FROW of Kashville, Tennessee.
This bus arrived at Isshvuh, Teanessee, on April 8, 1968,
at 12:25 AN. The same bus then left lashviue on Apru
8, 1968, at 1:30 AN after a little over an hour layover
and arrived at Nemphis, Tennessee, at 6:35 AM on April 8,
1968. The driver of this bus was BERKNARD FORESTER who
lives at Memphis, Tennessee.

Br, BAYHEI stated that the Southern Greyhound
Lines would have been the carrier from Enomvélle
to Memphis, Tennessee, and the passage from Newphis to
Kl Maso, would have been by Central Greyhound Lines, and
from X1 Maso to Los Angeles by Western Greyhound Lines.

Mr. BAYEI furnished the above described
Greyhound passenger ticket to the interviewing Ageant.

S - 197 s
Gaeh

On____ &5/20/68 ot lexington, Ky. File#_L8 44-947
by SA J. ROBERT SAFFELL/brs Date dictated _ 5/20/68

This document contatns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI it is the proparly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not lo be distributed outside your agency.
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TO

CPHONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR {41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) pATE: July 1, 1968

*/]MSAC LOUISVILLE (44-947) (RUC)

SUBJECT:

5010—~108

MURKIN

There are enclosed herewit elght copies of FD-302
reflecting interview of C. M. BAYHIb/gouthern Greyhound Lines,
Lexington, Kentucky, relative to THe tracing of Greyhound Bus
Ticket utilized from Knoxville, Tennessee, to El Paso, Texas.
As indicated in previous correspondence, the original of this
bus ticket is being retained in the 1-A envelope of the
Louisville Office awaiting instructions from the Memphis
Division as to appropriate disposition to be made thereof.

In view of the apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY and
inasmuch as there appear to be no outstanding leads in this
case and all stops have been removed, this case is being
considered RUC.

2 - Memphis (Enc. SN%//
1 - Louisville

CAK/gn, jaj

(3)

VZeE

N | ;
) 5/ ua:mﬂuégD_l;_H&[Bi“
c B

4 fdl—m W‘PHfb
ot f

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 7/3/68
SAC, DALLAS (44-2649) (RUC)

MURKIN

Re Memphis teletype dated 5/29/68 and Bureau
airtel dated/5/31/68 concerning attempts to locate FRANK
BRICKLEY, / ¥

-/

6/14/68, MBS. NELSON CROWLEY) sister of FRANK _
%%ICKLE¥ﬂ[g:ch1ta Falls, Texas advised she last saw BRICKLEY
about two and one half weeks prior to 6/14/68, when he visited
her in Wichita Falls, He left about two weeks ago and did
not say where he was going, and she has no idea where he
might be, She said he is a drifter and only occasionally
stops in to see her for a few days. She said she had told
BRICKLEY that the FBI had inquired of their father about
him. BRICKLEY only replied that he was in no trouble and that
the FBI really did not want hinm.

. CROWLEY said BRICKLEY had been residing at an
unknown address in Dallas and he had claimed that he was
employed a painter by Southwestern Life Insurance Company
Dallas, t had quit that job recently. She said CHARLENE

_ﬂg&gg%g:5E§:10yed by New York Life Imsurance Company, Dallas,

T was ly the girl friend of BRICKLEY and might know his
whereabouts.

MRS. CROWLEY advised she will notify the FBI should
she learn the present whereabouts of BRICKLEY,

MISS CHARLENE HAYDEN, Clerk, Service Department,
New York Life Insurance Company, Republic National Bank
Building, Dallas, advised on 6/18/68, she has known BRICKLEY
since about July, 1967. She believes he had been l1living in
Dallas about five or six months prior to that, She said she
went out with him, but when she wanted to terminate their re-
lationship, he began to make a nuisance of himself, trying to
see her both at work and at home, She said she has not seen
him for about a month and hopes that she will never see him
again., She said she has made it peffectly clear to BRICKLEY
that she does not want to see him, but if he should contact
her, she will notify this office.

SEARCHED —— ——INDEXED ...
FILED L7,
MISS HAYDEN said BRICKLEY is 31 y Bl amd,,
=Bureau ) FBl—MEMPRID o o
Memphis (44-1987) . ;" Voe - A2
1-Dallas LY. 7 )
WBH: jw / L m;:ébjwjhj; .,
@ AT Db e 45 g7 |
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DL 44-2649

according to BRICKLEY, has spent most of his adult life
in prison. She said she believes he may not be mentally
balanced., He is a drifter, frequents low class bars, and
stays in third rate rooming houses. She said she has no
idea where he might be at the present time, or anyone who
might know his whereabouts,

On 6/18/68, MISS NELDA ALLEN, Personnel Clerk,
Southwestern Life Insurance Company, 1807 Ross Avenue,
Dallas, advised she had reviewed the personnel records
of past and present employees of that company and she
could locate no record of FRANK WILLIAM BRICKLEY,

The files of the Dallas Police Department, |
Identification Bureau, and Records Bureau and Dallas County
Sheriff's Office, ldentification Division, were checked on
6/18/68, and no records of BRICKLEY were located.

In view of the subject's apprehension and the
unknown whereabouts of BRICKLEY, the Bureau is requested
to advise Dallas whether additional investigation regarding
BRICKLEY is required.

oo

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



July 8, 1968

To: SAC, Dallas (44-2649)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN |
Re Dallas letter to Buresu dated 7/3/68.
In view of subject Ray's a ion and unknown
whereabouts of Frank William Brickley(/Dallas should not con-

duct any further investigation to locate and interview

A
e p ot
/ ;oo
- Mamphis RS
4 L
y & e T
. T ef :
Ty o on
# i
£l
;

SEARCHED INDEXED....
GERIALIZED. 2. FILED. o fe

1 1968
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SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-947) 7/12/68
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
MURKIN

Re louisville letter to Memphis, 7/1/68.

Louisville is requested to return the original
of the Bouthern Greyhound Bus Lines ticket to the
appropriate official of the Southern Greybound Lines
at Lexington, Kentucky; however, maintain a Xerox copy
of same in Louisville files in the event the Memphis
Division desires any further action to be takea with
this ticket at a later date.

TN DR D
FILE:. _ . H . .
2 - Louisville SUB E-985 LLL
(2 ~ Memphis
Ofﬂ/ LA = /PS7 - b’ & - s A A
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO :SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) DATE: 7/2:5/68

-’ /
&3;;‘%;21\% LOUISVILLE (44-947) ~RBEY//

SUBJECT : MURKIN

Re Memphis letter to Louisville, T7/12/68.

on T7/25/68, the original of Southern Greyhound Bus
Ticket Number 130008222942 was returned to Mr, C, M, BAYHI/
Southern @Greyhound Bus Company, Lexington, ntucky.

Inasmuch as there appears no Turther Investigation

to be eonducted in the Louisville territory;this-ease is __
being REC4, -

2oMemphis
cg&uisville
’ gn

(3)

jsaa&caeo_,;,f L LS -SH5 72

SERIALIZED. . - ILED..... L LA,
JUL 26 1968

SR

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-302 (Rev 4-15-64)
1

— X
A,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

// bore5/1/68

v

THOMAS McGEE /é Mesquite Street, advised that
TRUMAN WEBBER ROGERS is the individual he had reference to.
He stated that he grew up with ROGERS and feels that ROGERS
could furnish some pertinent information in this matter and
that he might know where the house is located at which
NYRTIS RUTH HENDRICKS was working as a prostitute in
Laurel, Mississippi.

He stated that he could furnish no further infor-
mation in this matter but would be willing to return to
laurel and assist the FBI on a strictly confidential basis.
He stated that he is on probation, however; and this would
probably be a barrier,

He could furnish no further information in this

matter.
Vo
SIS JNDEXED. <
SERIALIZED.___ FILED__ 7
MAY 1 71608
FBl— MEMPHIS
On 4/25/68 .« Abilene, Texas File # .
Memphis 44-1987—x) /.
by SA URAL E. HORTON, JR./pw Date dictated 4/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is looned to your agency:

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency. / /
: R
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FD 302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/26/68
Date

MYRTIS RUTH HENDRICKS, 31so known as JITTERBUG,
873 Mesquite Street, who requested her identity be kept
confidential, furnished the following information:

She went to work on March 31, 1968, for an
individual known to her as DEVILISH NICK, owner and
operator of John's Restaurant located just off First
Street before the underpass in laurel, Mississippi, and
worked there until April 9, 1968.

She worked as a cook and on the day after she
started working for him, DEVILISH NICK had sexual relations
with her, He then started her working at a place he had
outside of town. On April 2, 1968, she overheard NICK say,
"] got a call on the King", but did not hear any more of
the conversation,

On the evening of April 3, 1968, two neatly dressed
men with stocky builds came to NICK's place, where she
started work at 3 p.m., and worked nights.

While going to the bathroom, she observed a rifle
with a telescopic sight in NICK's office. later, the two
men took the rifle and & long box which took three men to
carry out and put them in a 1964 maroon Dodge with & fake
“"Continental kit" on the back.

On April 4, 1968, while on duty, she overheard
NICK receive a telephone call on his phone which is close
to the kitchen. After this call, NICK said, "MARTIN LUTHER
KING is dead'", This was before the news came over the radio.

NICK had meetings every night in his office, and
she was told by other employees that NICK is the head of
the Ku Klux Klan in that area,

A white man known to her only as "Big WILL ADAMB'
son'" was in on the activity at the restaurant. FROSTENE
(phonetic), a large fatoNegro girl who works for NICK, and
two white waitresses, who are associated with the two men who
took the gun, knew of the activities of NICK,

On

by

SeARCHLE o INDEXED. .y
4/22/68 . __ Abilene, Texas|smazm  rimie. D4llas 44-2649

MAY 1 7 1968 mphis 44-1987-%./ -
SA URAL E, HORTON, JR./pw FBI— MEMPHIS 4/22/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

wvuar
Bl and is loaned to your agency:
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DL 44-2649

From what she overheard, she feels that NICK had
some part in the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, but
she has no definite proof of this.

She became so frightened, she told NICK she had
a very sick relative in Abilene, Tems. She left on April 9,
1968, and came to Abilene where she met THOMAS McGEE, She
has been going with McGEE for four years and he came to
Abilene shortly before Christmas to look for work. She
could not identify the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as
ever being at John's Restaurant or having ever seen him,

She described DEVILISH NICK as follows:

Race White

Sex Male

Age About 33

Height 5'11"

Weight 200

Hair Black

Characteristics Red-~faced, drinks a lot
Marital Status Married to blonde wife about

33 years old.

3 2 2 ke o o ook

The following is a description of MYRTIS RUTH
HENDRICKS as obtained through observation:

Race Negro

Sex Female

Age About 25

Height 517"

Weight 185

Hair Black

Eyes Brown

Characteristics Light brown skin

Residence Rooming at 873 Mesquite Street,

Abilene, Texas, phone 677-6434.

e o 2 e e o ook ok K
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)
1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- Dore 4/26/68

THOMNAS McGEE, 873 Mesquite Street, furnished the
following information,” which he requested be kept strictly
confidential and his identity be protected.

He worked at John's Restaurant about a year ago
for a month as carhop. He was told the restaurant was a
meeting place for the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), and DEVILISH NICK,
the proprietor of the restaurant, was the head of the KKK in
that area. He also determined that the women employees
worked as prostitutes for NICK on off hours and the two
white women who work as waitresses, one brunette and one
blonde, live in the most expensive hotel in laurel,
Mississippi, name unknown.

NICK beat up certain employees while he was there
and McGEE decided to leave. When he learned that MYRTIS
RUTH HENDRICKS was working for NICK, who was making a prosti-
tute out of her, he had her come to Abilene.

He admitted that he is on probation out of
Gulfport, Mississippi, for "moonshining", and has previously
furnished information to the FBI through a one-legged man
who runs a barbershop next door to Kitchem's Grocery in
Seminary, Mississippi. This man could vouch for his
reliability.

He feels that should DEVILISH NICK know that he
and MYRTIS have talked to the FBI, he would have them
located and killed, and would take some action against
their friends and relatives in Laurel, Mississippi. He,
therefore, requested that their identities be protected and
kept very confidential., He intimated that if investigation
by the FBI reflects that the information on DEVILISH NICK
is of any value, he would be willing to return to Laurel
and obtain information for the FBI on a paid basis.

He advised he and HENDRICXS will maintain contact
with the FBI,

The following is a description of DEVILISH NICK
as furnished by McGEE:

and is loaned to your agency:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of posb

by_ _SA URAL E, HORTON, JR,/pw FBI—MEMPHIS !!_‘ | 4/22/68

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. / : .
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DL 44-2649
Race White
Sex Male
Age About 33
Height 5'11"
Weight 200
Hair Black
Characteristics Red~faced, drinks a lot
Marital Status Married to blonde woman about 33.

Ak o ok el ok Ak o

The following is a description of THOMAS McGEE
as obtained through observation:

Race Negro

Sex Male

Age 35

Height 511"

Weight 150

Hair Black, ourly

Eyes Brown

Characteristics Light brown skin; wooden right
leg

Scars 24" deep scar diagonally across
left cheek

Residence Rooming at 873 Mesquite Street,

Abilene, Texas, phone 677-6434

2ok e ek ok ok ok
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5/1/68

Date.

NYRTIS RUTH HENDRICKS, also known as JITTERBUG,
873 Mesquite Street, advised that she would be unable to
advise as to the location of the house at which she worked
for NICK as a prostitute, as they always went there at
night. She advised that this work was before she started
working at the restaurant, 8he started working for him
as a prostitute shortly before Christmas and worked a
number of times, exact amount unrecalled.

She advised that the only thing she recalls about
the house is that it was on the outskirts of laurel where
there are some large homes which are not too close together,
There was a gaslight in the front yard and she recalled a
chimney which was for a mock fireplace in the house. She
advised she did not know how many rooms were in the house,
but it was fairly nice inside. 8She could furnish no further
information on the residence, except that she believed it
was a one-story house and had a large room which was always
kept locked, which she believed was the meeting place for
the Ku Klux Klan. 8he knew none of the men who frequented
the place. She advised she worked from about 9 p.m., to
midnight.

She advised that when NICK made the statement,
"] got a call on the King", she was upstairs in the restau-
rant going to the bathroom and this was the same time that
she saw the gun in the room upstairs on April 2, 1968.
She advised she thought NICK was talking to the man who
lived upstairs at the restaurant, name unrecalled.

She advised that at the time she overheard NICK
state, "MARTIN LUTHER KING is dead", NICK was standing in
the little booth where food is served to persons at the
drive-in. She advised that NICK was called to the telephone
and upon his return he made the statement to someone there,
whom she does not recall. She advised as she recalled, this
was early in the evening, the exact time she does not recall.
8he advised that at the time she overheard this, she was
cooking and leaning over, listening for an order.

I3

jeen ‘...__._JNDEXED
on 4/25/68 ., Abilene, Te SER"‘L’M«-~-~—”ED Dallas 44-2649
MAY | ¢ NS
FBhihamﬁﬁg ‘ Memphis 44-1987--./7 -
oy SA URAL E. HORTON, JR./ | L 4/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the prope{ty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. / i
i

.'/ . . e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

'j/‘{/“'.’ i“




2

DL 44-2649

She was unable to fumnish any further information,
but again requested that her identity be protected and the
information she furnished be kept strictly confidential.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

5010-108-02

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.

UNITED STATES GOV. .NMENT

Memorandum

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) DATE:  5/16/68
Wc, DALLAS (44-2649) (P) e
. T ;
,';’ ‘1 ' /1” (,(/,:J
MURKIN L
00 - MEMPHIS e

RE: DEAVOURS NIX .~ SUSPECT =~
7 ’
Re Dallas teletypes dated /4/23,;9%8.
' /

Enclosed for Memphis a eigx’ copies each of
FD-302s of interviews of THOMAS EEion 4/22/68, and 4/25/68,

and of MYRTIS RUTH HENDRICKS the same dates at Abilene,
Texa.. s Lo T .
/! ‘

Enclosed for Jackson is one copy eicﬁ of the above
listed FD-3028 in view of their interest in DEAVOURS NIX,

’ ;o /,v:/ ; ‘/ - . : ; ’ /, 7 '
R e (i & - geriidv s R
U INDEXED
| SERIAUTED oo FUED_ 43
Q- Memphis (Enc. 32);,, - | MAY 1 7 1968
- Jackson (Enc, 4) FBI— MEMFHIS.
1 - mll“ r v — MEMFHIS L

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI MEMPHIS

FBI MIAMI

1015PM EDT DEFERRED 5/17/68 LAS
T0O DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FROM MIAMI' (44-1854)

MURKIN

RETELCALL FROM BUREAU TO MIAMI, Y SIXTEEN, CONCERNING

SUSPECT KNOWN TO DR. RUTH TURRELL,O ORTH PALM BEACH, FLORIDA

C—

TURRELL ADVISED FIVE SEVENTEEN, SHE DID NOT MEAN TO INDICATE
HER PATIENT RESEMBLES RAY PHYSICALLY AS HE DOES NOT. HER PATIENT
IS VERY HEAVY SET, BUSHY HAIRED MAN WITH NOTICEABLE BAD RIGHT EYE,
NOSE NOT POINTED AND NO NOTICEABLE IRREGULARITY IN EARS.

SHE MEANT ONLY THAT HE WAS PSYCHOLOGICALLY CAPABLE OF SUCH
A THING.
END
DND
FBI MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/16/68
AIRTEL AIR BAIL

T : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM SAC, NILVAUKEE (44-388)
SUNECT: EURKIN
Re Nilwaukes airtel to Bureau, 5/13/68.

BOEERT MEMACERK, Security OGffice, ﬂ.t. Telephone Co.,
208 X. Wiscoasin Ave., Nilwmukes, VWis. (pretect ideatity), advised
SA DANIXL E. BRANDT on 5/13/68 he wmas i on 5/10/68 by Det.
JANES NC FARLANE, Mndison, Wis. PD, of the £t of a telephone
:Tit card owned by um 1. wm: 160 m-hn, Amn,

‘/./
RS \_,

In addition, NC FARLANE indicated the Muoa W

e

would sxtradite the iadividmls ianvolved as there ad been approxi-

mately $1,400.00 of franduleat purchases made with the stolea
credit cards,

BC FARLANE said the person using GOLDNAN's gas credit
card had been picked up by the Chicage FD but bhad been relessed.

NESACHEK advised the Milwaukee Security Office would
conduct ne further iasvestigation on frauduleat phone ¢alls as
this matter wuld be Mandled by the Becurity Office, Il11l. Tele-
phone Co., Chicago, I1il.

WA . 774

Chicago, at Chicago, Il1l., will ceoatact Chicage PD
for info to ideatify individurl whe used GOLDMAN's gas credit
card and wAs released by Chicago PD.

ANSED AND DANGEROUS.

A
3 ~ Bureau (AN) ) w;{. '/:, G
3 - Chicage (Regular K.) /7“/ //‘J 4
m. {44-1987) (AM)
- Nilwaukes a \/

DEB :EAK \
(7) N [ rB‘ J. “
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s5/16/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM:  SAC, WFO (44-703)
NURKIN )

g

;olnpw call of JOHN M. DOWNEY to Director's Office,
6:06pm, 5/1}/08.

P 's oall concerned an individual by the name of FRED
em ), vhow DOWNEY believes is identical with JAMES EARL RAY.

met this individual five or six months ago at the Mayflower
Hotel, Vashingteoa, D.C,

DOWNEY advised WFO during the evening of 5/16/88 that he
pa/'o;%: to be interviewed ye this matter during the A, M. of
8/1 .

WFO will interview DOWNEY A, N, of 5/17/68, display to him
photographs of JANES EARL. RAY, and establish whether or not GABLE
(re) 1is identiocal with RAY, Bnnu will be immediately advised of
results of this interview.

ARNED ARD DANGEROUB

(Z ::)» mpu- (44-1987) (Iafe)

LAC :rhs
T I
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AIRTRL

0 BIEECTOR, ¥BX (44-38081)
FRON: BAC, CHICMO (44-1114)
SURJECY: NURKIN

fe Nilveuheo airtel to the dated W1e/88
and Chicage airtel to the Direster /14/88.

BE: ASSAILANYS OF NARSNALL GOLEMMAN )0\ - A%
efferts were made by 8A WS J.
DENAZIE te ideatify the individunl wwisg ‘s gan

exodit eard whe Mad boen piched the Ohienge Police
mmmmumm.:mmam

On 5/30/88, Sergeant JAMES CADTNN, Gensral
Assigament, maﬁam. Poltce Begartweat, advised
mtmummm » B eould ot .
m*-.-mgmmm

h-mmnth .ntl-nc “ -
m Chtonge Paliee m

mmmxmu—m,mmwm,

211 within that aren ’s jurisdiction. 1

On the sams da®, it. MBS 0'NEILL, Coumsading
Gffieer, Aves 5, Geasral Assigament, advised that witbeut

3 ~ Buress
' lwanhoe (4¢-300) —
- @ Noughis (44-108T) waagh: el e - AR &
- Criange SEARCHED eppereee ‘NDEXED“.:
RIBigas s‘“‘“”zﬂl%ﬂ?%s
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OG 44-1114

difficult to locate the case mumber for the origimal offemse
and 11, 1968. Ne said that
thhanm-rm‘ld have to mmumunym
was arrested by the pelice department em that charge,
would have heen listed within that case number. Ne nu
that sither Detectives ¥, RICERY or J. RACHARIAS, of his
Command, might have handled the matter hecawns they sre
thootﬂcmhomllrmi;uerﬂttm‘mto.

On 8/21/68, Detective NWILLIAN BICEEY advised that
be thiaks he recalls the origisal report from the Shell
Station and would mahke an sffort to loecate it. Be furtier
advised, howsver, that he could not recall sayone deing
srreated for this offemss. Subsequently, on 5/22/68,
Detective RICERY advised that he was umalble to leocate aay
CB sumber for a fraudulest credit eard purchase on the dates
indicated at s Shell Station on Avmitage Avenwe. ¥Ne also
advised that ke bad discussed this matter with the wwious
detectives assigned te Area 3 with segative results. Ne
did sugpgest, however, that Petective: TACHARIAS bde cemtacted.

On $/27/68, Detective TACEARIAS advised that he bad
no record ser recellectisn of either the origimnl offenmse or
of anyons being arrested and released on a frauduleat credit
eard wse in Aren $.

Buse te the sanner in which the Chicagoe Police
maintains its recerds, it would be physically
ible, hased oa the informatios furnished, h!ﬂnuiu
airtel of muu. to ideatify the individual supposedly
using GOLEMAN's gas credit eard who had bhesan picked up and
then released by the Chicage Polies Departasat. Accerdiagly,
for that reunom and for the rvaseoms set forth in referemced
Chicage aivtel, ne further iavestigation being comducted
inte the identity ¢f the assailants of BARGBALL GOLBMAN.

ARED AND DANGEROUS.

‘knowing the name of the complainant, it would be sxtremely
1
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5/20/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, WFO (44-703)
MURKIN

Re t call of JOHN M. DUWNEY to Director's

745 29th Street, N. W,, WDC,
advised 5/17/68 photographs of JNES
EARL_RAY 1 he met in the Town and Country
Lounge of Mayflower Hotel, MDC on sbout April or May, 1967.
DOWNEY sai t in the lounge said his name was
Aph). This person told DOWNEY he had
just gotter out of prison and only had $20.00. DOWNEY offered
to buy him a meal. Instead, DOWNEY bought him two cups of
coffee and| this person turned on him and said, “You are a
copper.” also said he had & gun in his pocket and if
DOWNEY followed him, he would shoot him,

!

/DORMEY described FRED GABLE or GABO as follows:

RN ol

R.c‘: QS/{//\{ ./.'7 . /‘//V/ i mit.

Sex: Male

Ax,g 40 years ecld

Height: 3 lopomtl"

Weight: 175 s

Build: i ( ,} o

Complexion: Ruddy XA'{"/ AN

L LT "u't) NDEXED——-—J.‘ »

o SERIALIZED_ ,_ WHLED___ A

@- o> Cinto) MAY 22 1968
- Nem 2 FBI— MEMPHIS

RDA:tab (5) E-

AIRTEL
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WFU 44-703

Hair: Dark brown
- Secar: Small one on forehead
Eyes: (Could not recall color of eyes)

DOWNEY added during the conversation with this
person at the bar, DOWNEY asked him why he was buying dollar
drinks, if all he had was $20.00. The man answered he wanted
to know how bartenders mix drinks in high class bars.

Inasmuch as DOWNEY has not furnished specific
information which would aid in locating FRED GABO or GABLE,
WFO is conducting no active investigation at this time. WFO
will keep in mind the above information in handling of leads
in this matter.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




5/16/68

TELETYPE : URGENT
TO: MIAMI

FROM: JACKSONVILLE (44-769)
MURKIN.

RE WFO TEL TO JACKSONVILLE DATED MAY FIFTEEN, LAST,
WHICH ADVISED AS FOLLOWS:

WFO RECEIVED COMPLAINT TODAY THAT A LATE MODEL
BLACK BUICK WAS TRAVELING NORTHEAST ON NEW YORK AVENEE,
éLING THE PICTURE OF

WDC. THE DRIVER WAS REPORTED AS RE
FLORIDA LICENSE ONE W

Gy s Gy JRs
JACKSONYTLLE DETERMINE TO
WHOM VEHICLE REGISTERED AND SET OUT LEADS TO DETERMINE

JAMES EARL RAY. THE VEHICLE BO

7

ONE NINE FOUR ONE ZERO THREE.

WHEREABOUTS FOR ELIMINATION PURPOSES. NCIC NEGATIVE.
RECORDS, DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLE, TALLAHASSEE,
—PLORIDA, REFLECTS SIXTY SEVE
LICENSE ONE W DASH ONE NINE FOUR oun ZERO THREE,

/a/},/

Tﬁﬁﬁ&YlTﬁRﬁE HUNDRED CORAL

- SIXTY EIGHT FLORIDA

ISSUED TO ALBERTO VADIA

\

'V /?;/ /—~\ c,é /
WAY. MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOR USE ON SIXTY EIGHT PONTIAC

VIN TWO FOUR TWO THREE SEVEN EIGHT P ONE SIX FOUR FOUR SIX ONE.
o e ——

~ WFPO (AM)44-703 ;:« B Paa +DEXED -
ReH-cag (39 = M v
) rca 3 MA 5 O1NGhH
£ EBl— MEMPHIS
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JK sk-789
PAGE TWO

MIAMI AT MIAMI: WILL DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF
REGISTRANT OF INSTANT VEHICLE FOR ELIMINATION PURPOSES.
WFO AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AM.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

|
|
|
|
|
|
FBI :
Date: 5/22/68 :
|
Transmit the following in !
(Type in plaintext or code) !
AIRTEL l
Via .
(Priority) |
________________________________________________ e
T0: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM : SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

(00: Menph::f):)z ) O\QD

R ami teletype to WFO with airmail copy

VADIA)/Miami, Florida, on 5/17/68.

ngl Memphis (Enc{“15) (m)

Miami . _—
JIM:ve \ 2 zf o ™ th
(3) ,

/H §

b JG) - et 572

TSEARCHED...orsseer e NDEXED .o e

SERIALIZED. Z; FILED... &

MAY 2 4 1968

FBI — MEMPHIS
-

Approved/:ﬂ;// Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge
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SAC, Niami (44-1854) 5/24/68
SAC, Memphis (44-1987)(P)
MURKIN

CR

00: Memphis .
90
s

Re Miami Airtel to Memphis, 5/22/68.

Returned herewith is insert recoived//ry/hni

Division covering interview with ALBERTO VADIA

Miami should include this insert in report which
that office is preparing.

- Miami (Enc.-15)
71 '?3 Memphis

3)

Y4~ /G ol ALTFIE
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8/11/68

20: DIRKCTOR, FBI (44-38861)
YROM SAC, DALIAS @i-2649)(P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

ReBuairtel dated 4/24/68 with letter from RICHARD
G. SHOTYELL a8 eaclosure,

The fellowing invest tm s Mted by
S8A ALLYR T, BABKERVILLX: \
NS t

U638, Justice of the Peacs 5. B.
dea in the Besuclaire Hetel with

the Norehast hﬂm for physical z2nd mental disterbaaces.

On April 30, 1968, RICHARD G, WOTWELL, Beauciaire
Sotel, advised as he did in the letter to the Burcaan., B¢
ohserved photos of subjcet RAY and stated he sammot positively
state the man he previamsly met was RAY, bt that e beolicved
therc was s rescesmhlanec. Ne stated he et the individusl ia
the Seattle Uniom Eall An Jammary of Fe y 1968, and tat
RAY showed him & Entiomml Maritine Umtion rehip Card.
SEOTWELL belisves that the unism wouid possibly have a copy of
the photograph which wonld appesr om the mombership card as well
as hasdwriting speciscas. Mo gould offer mo further ianformamtion.
e exhibited papars reflceting that the ¥.85. Nealth Servige,
Seattle, Yashington, had found him untit for work due to
arthritus and sental disorders.

- Nouphis (44-1987) Y- /f ey
- Beattle st __"mm =< ,,

2 - Ballss SERIALIZED /. FILED__ /.

B/ gen Z MAY1 8 1968

") FBlI — MEMPHIS
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FBI MEMPHIS

F3I LITTLE R
443PM 5/18/68 URGENT JEW
TO DIRECTOR, (44-38861); MEMPHIS (44-1987); KANSAS CITY; AND
OKLAHOMA CITY
FROM LITTLE ROCK (157-1215) 2P
MJRKIN, 00: MEMPHIS

RE: LOOKALIKE TO JAMES EARL RAY O
ON MAY SEVENTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT, MRS. PHYLLIS REED, AUMMERS, ARK.,
ADVISED AN INDIVIDUAL WHO LOOKED LIKE RAY DROVE INTO HER STATION IN
NINETEEN FIFTYSIX RED AND WHITE CHEVROLET STATION WAGON BEARING
UNKNOWN NEW MEXICO LICENSE, SHE DESCRIBED THE INDIVIDUAL AS A WHITE
MALE, A30UT THIRTY YEARS OLD, FIVE FT. TEN INCHES TALL, STOCKY BUILD,
SHORT LIGHT BROWN HAIR, DRESSED IN CASUAL SPORT CLOTHES, POSSIBLY A
KNIT SHIRT, LIGHT COLORED PANTS, AND TENNIS SHOES

IMMEDIATELY RADIO INFO WAS DISPATCHED TO LOCAL SO'S IN OKLAHOMA
AND SOUTHWEST MISSOURI THROUGH BENTON COUNTY, ARK., SHERIFF'S
OFFICE AND ARKANSAS STATE POLICE, HUNTSVILLE, ARK. ROADBLOCKS WERE
SET UP AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES ALERTED FOR THIS INDIVIDUAL AND CAR,
ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS WILL BE IMMEDIATELY REPORTED. LIAISON IS
BEING MAINTAINED WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES THROUGH STATE POLICE RADIO,

END PAGE ONE

i
a4

A LDy b 7
i

E
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