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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ___ 4 __ /8 __ /6.-.-.8 ____ _ 

U. L. BAKER, 1408 Clermont Drive, advised he is an 
employee of the Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport Highway ,i 

Birmingham. In connection with the sale of a gun case for a 
Varmint model rifle, BAKER said he recalled making such a 
sale, but could not recall the date ~or the name of the 
customer. He said be could not state that this gun case W~ts 
sold on the same date that he had sold a rifle and scc»pe sight. 
which was March 29, 1968. He said the man who bought the gunrn 
case was a frequent customer, and described him as a white male. 
27 - 28 years old, 5 '9", 180 lbs. , heavyset, with blond iJ 

thinning hair. BAKER identified the other salesman.,; who wo1iJld 
have been behind the counter on March 29, 1968, as the ma~ager 
of the store, J. HOYT STEPHENS. 

In connect ion with the accent or speech of the pe:tr"SO)It 

who purchased the rifle and scope sight, BAKER said he believed 
it was from "this" (Alabama) general area. BAKER said that 
the man who purchased the rifle had left the store on March 29 9 

1968, and came back later in the afternoon and picked up the 
rifle. He was asked if it was possible that the man stayed 1it1 
the store during this time, and BAKER said he was not S\Ulre .. 

On __ 4_/_7_/6_8 __ at _B_ir_m_i_n_g_h_a_m_,_A_l_a_b_a_m_a ___ File # BH 44-1740 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by __ W_I_L_L_IA_M_A_. _S_A_U_C_I_E_R_:_R_M_B_:_j_b_t ______ oate dictated __ 4_/8_/6_8 ___ _ 

Thia document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1 Date 4/8/68 

J. HOYT STEPHENS 9 residence 1108 South 55th Stweetv 
Birmingham, said he is the manager of the Aeromarine S1u1pp]~91 

Compa11y, Airport Highway, Birmingham. STEPHENS said he {))C<C;~~~= 

ionally works behind the counter and would be the pEH''SOL'il 1derr11= 
tif ied by a customer as a gray-haired salesman other t tuui Mr" 
U. L. BAKER. 

STEPHENS said he could not recall anything coID.lt>ei11"'irnl1ug· 
the sale of a gun case for a Var.-iint-type rifle nor tlhle Stai.le ('rf 
a Remi,ngton rifle and scope sight on March 29, 1968,, 

it~ 1 nit ii/- I Z-oJul-: -/~5 
SEARCHED ~ : 
SERIAWID4 ;7r-

APR l 51968 ' 
FBf-MEMPH 

I 

on __ 4~/_7~/_6_8 __ at Birmingham, Alabama File # BH 44= l '740 \ 

SAs ROBERT M* BARRETT and 
by _--.:.:W:....::I:..::L==L=-=I=A=-=M=---=.:A:....!!~i:--::S=A~U=-=C=-=I==E=R.=.....i;-=R=M::z=B:::...;: ..... jll-='b;._t;,__ _____ Date dictated __ 4_/b_"',/68 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1 

BH 44-1740 
MB 44-1987 
RDS:mas 

• • 

On April 9, 1968, SA RICHARD D. SCHWEIN exh:ibited 
the artists conception of Unknown Subject to Mrs. FRANCES 
BROWN, Waitress, Andy's Lounge, 1923 1st Avenue North 9 wl':to 
advised that this individual bore a very strong resembl.an,ce 
to the individual who ordered tv.o Schlitz beers i.n the lQ1t_11rrug®J 9 

as described in her interview. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 4/8/68 Date _________ _ 

On April 6, 1968, JOHN DENNIS HANNERS~ 809 Meg Drive 9 

furnished the following: 

HANNERS went to the Aeromarine Supply Company o@ 
Airport Highway twice on March 29, 1968. The first time was 
about 10:00 A.M., and he was there for about an hour 9 duri~g 
which time he made a purchase. He returned sometime between 
2:00 and 2:30 P.M., and stayed until sometime after 4~00 PoM~ 
About fifteen minutes after he arrived, a man wearing a business 
suit, dark brown in color, came in and looked at some rifles$ 
From this man's actions it was obvious to HANNERS that this 
man knew little or nothing about rifles. He was waited~~ by 
an employee named BAKER. He finally purchased a Remi!mgt@~ 9 

model unknown, rifle and ordered a scope sight to be i!ms'ttalled 
at that time. HANNERS left sometime after 4:00 P.M. a~d at 
that time this purchaser was still in the store. At the time 
HANNERS left, the purchaser was watching BAKER equip the rifle 
with tbe scope sight. HANNERS said be is quite positive he 
could identify this purchaser if he ever saw him againe 

HANNERS recalled that this purchaser talked to~ 
customer who was in the store at the same time on March 29 9 

1968, which customer was buying a gun case for a Varmi~t 
model rifle. This customer apparently was well known to BAKER· 
and HANNERS recalls seeing this customer· have some coimversati@Im 
with the purchaser of the rifle. 

HANNERS advised be had no conversation with this 
purchaser nor did be bear him mention any name 1 localit:, 1 <c»ec1u1= 
pat ion, residence, and/or automobile. When HANNERS left tlh!.~ 
store be noticed there were several cars parked in the st©~e 
parking lot, but could not recall any one specific ca~ 9 e~~ept 
a small red midget-type compact. HANNERS further said he had 
never seen the purchaser of the rifle before nor has be see~ 
him since this occasion. 

4/6,7/68 at Center Point, Alabama 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 

~'t/-/f/Z--.~ -vf-/tJY 
SEARCHEO ____ INOEX£ ...... _._ 

SERIAUZEOh. f:lE0 .... ..-111111--

File# _B_H_~_4_=_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 

by __ W_I_L_L_-I_A_M_A_. _S_A_U_C_I_E_R_:_R_M_B_:_j_b_t ______ Date dictated __ 4_/_8_, 1_
16_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dtstributed outside your agency. 
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HANNERS furnished the following descripti~fil\ @f the 
purchaser of the rifle: 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Eyes 

Clothing 

Speech 
Manner 

Wfbi te 
Male 
About 38 years 
5' 10" 
180 lbs .. , with slight u'.\P)@t 11

W 

Dark brown and wavy oim t@11» ,) 
thick on the sides 
Open as if looking intelfiltly at 
something 
Dark brown business suit 9 

white shirt and tie 
Possibly Southern 
Acted shy, quiet sp@ke~~ ~@t 
forward_ in manner or speech~ 
not observed smoking& 

On April 7, 1968, JOHN DENNIS HANNERS said he did 
not recall bearing the purchaser of the rifle speak e~@~g~ 
to definitely identify his voice or his accent 9 if a@y~ 
He only recalls the purchaser specifically saying t@ BJiKEf~ ~ 
in connection with the purchase of the rifle!) i11J 0 11 take t:lhri:€: 
one. w~ 

In going over his actions in the store o~ ~ mi~~te= 
to-minute basis, HANNERS said he believes he arrived bet~ee~ 
2:00 and 2:30 P.M., that the purchaser of the rifle 2rrived 
fifteen minutes later, that the son of the owner @f tlhle ~t(Q)'.!1"® 9 

DON WOODS~ came into the store about thirty miuutes aff tei' 1Lira<e 
purchaser of the rifle had arrived, and that ll~NNEJRS left tlhe 
store about one and one-half hours after he bad first arrived~ 
which would have been sometime between 3 ~30 and 4 :OO lP\lMJ c- ~ ~it 
wh:1-ch t.ime the punrchaser of the rifle was sti 11 i@ the s:t@1t)® "> 

HANNERS recalled that the young man who was b~yi@g 
the gun case for the Varmint model rifle was a white m~l@/" abonnt 
25 years, 5'10'', 170 lbs., black, thick~ long hair combed 
straight back. This individual was still in the store with the 
purchaser when HANNERS left. 

HANNERS said that the purcb~ser drew HAJNnNITERS 0 :e.1tt:1tei1mt:tLco)II11 
because of his obvious lack of knowledge concernirmg r If :11® ;'SJ" 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
3 
'UH 44=1140 

HANNERS also recalled that there was another salesman 
behiIDld the counter other than B,~KJF~R who was gray-haired 8 H;i\INf!NfERS 
f1U1rther recalled seeing that there was more thallli o@e rif'JJ.e O)j] 

the counter during the time the purchaser of the rifle ww~s 
discussing the purchase with BAKER. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ____ 4~/SOJ.+--/ ...... 6-8 __ _ 

JOHN WEBSTER DE SHAZO, 17 Montevallo Lane j Mountai.im 
Brook, furnished the following: 

DESHAZO is a regular and frequent customer at Aero= 
marine Supply Company, Airport Highway, Birmingham. DESHAZO 
is also a member of the National Rifle Association (NRA) a~d 
therefore bas an extensive and avid interest in weaponso 

On March 29, 1968, DE SHAZO went to the Aeromfal.ri@e Supply 
Company, arriviag sometime around 3:00 P.M. He was there for 
about one to one and one-half hours. At the time he arrived 9 

1 the son of the owner, DON WOODS, was out to lunch, and DE SR~?D 
wanted to conduct his business with WOODS. About twenty mi~ut®~ 
after DESHAZO arrived, a man in a dark shade of brow~ busi~ess 
suit which was wrinkled as if be had been working or trave lti:mg 9 

came into the store. DESHAZO said his first impression of this 
man was that he did not look like a bunter or an outdoorsma~~ 
and that he appeared to be out of place in the store. It wa..s; 
apparent to DESHAZO in watching this man that he did n@t 
know anything about rifles. He looked at and handled sev®1r:a1 
different weapons and finally decided to buy a Remingt@n 
Model 700,.243 Winchester. He also ordered a Redfield Va~iab]e 
scope. The total cost of this purchase would have been abo,urt 
$270. DESHAZO recalled saying to this man, "You've really 
got quite a gun there - you' 11 have to learn how to use it~ ~'1 

The man replied that be was going deer hunting with his brother" 
or brother-in-law, in Wisconsin, who had invited him to hu@t~ 
This man also said that he was now able to buy a rifle s@ Ihle 
was going to get a good one. Sometime while DESHAZO ~as 
observing this man, he noticed that he could detect tiie ©d<l)lt' 

of alcohol on bis breath. He said the man was not dru~k~ 
bleary-eyed, nor was bis speech slurred, but he had defi~itely 
been drinking. DESHAZO said when he left the store this 
purchaser was still in the store waiting for a sa lesmar;:. int~~ed 
BAKER to get the scope sight mounted. on t'1e ri~~r th't ~~lhli~. .· 
man had purchased. . (i(-l-&1/---~.,,vf -/~J 

SEARCHED , .INOEXEO...,.·-.-
SERIM.laO IJ-.. .. .F:WL___,.~ 

on __ 4~/~7~/_6~8 __ atMountain Brook, Alabama File # __ B_H_(_4_4_-_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by __ W_I_L_L_IA_M_A __ • _S_A_U_C_I_E_R~:_R_M_B ....... : , __ j b ____ t ______ Date dictated __ 4...;._/_8..;__/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DE SHAZO said he could recall only two laborelt"s C©1tmlim1~, 

into the store while this man was there and that there we.ll'.0 e 
two persons behind the counter, BAKER and a man named ST!!a',JF:GilNf:S" 

DE SHAZO said the man gave DE SHAZO the impressi@liii 
that he was not from Alabama. This man wrts quiet" soi t=spJok:e)m1 0 

and was not observed smoking at any time. DE SHAZO sa:id ~ever:ti9,dl 
times that his attention was drawn to this man because <r»ff' hi~ 
lack of knowledge of weapons and, in DE SHA7D' s opin:i.oi!!'i) 9 thi~ 
man bad no business getting a rifle. He said be had tlhl«))HJ1!W,'ltl\t 
at the time that this is the type of person who buys a 11°if? le 
to kill his wife, and who gives the use of weapons a b&\d 1m~.lli:,e u 

DE SHAZO said be could positively identify the Wlltilltt\l 

who purchased the rifle and scope sight should he ever @bse1rwe 
him again. 

DE SHAZO furnished the following descriptioirn of the 
man who purchased the Remington rifle and scope sight; 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Manner 
Clothing 

White 
Male 
30 - 32 years 
5'10" 
170 - 175 lbs. 
Brown, combed straight bac;k ·:, 
wavy 
Quiet, soft-spoken$ no~-sm@ke~ 
Wearing wingtip shoes£; a !Ml@idi\Utrn:,"" 
priced, wrinkled, dark br(O)\W11m 

business suit, white shirtw a@d 
tie. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 

Date Apri 1 8, 1968 

DONALD F. WOOD, residence 405 Lance Lane, Birmi~gham~ 
the son of the owner of Aeromarine Supply Company, Airport 
Highway, was asked if he could identify a customer who pur~hased 
a gun case for a Varmint model rifle on March 29, 19680 WOOD 1 
after checking his invoices, noted that there was such a sale 
made on March 29, 1968, but the invoice was made out to ncasho g~ 

WOOD recalled, however, that this customer is a regular ~~stomer 
who is a white male, about 25 years old, five feet, te~ i~ch~s 9 

170 pounds, long, black hair, whose first name is JOHNo WOOD 
further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to this ma~ 
about two .and one-half years ago. WOOD then checked his re~ord~ 
and identified this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO, 17 Montevallo 
Lane, Mountain Brook, Alabama, who purchased a Browning Stamidard 
Weight Pistol on December 11, 1965. 

Later on April 7, 1968, DON WOOD made available the 
following weapons which had been identified by JOHN WEBSTER 
DeSHAZO as having been handled by the person who purchas~d a 
rifle and scope sight at the Aeromarine Supply Company Olrn 

March 29, 1968: 

weapons. 

One Browning Safari grade, caliber .243, 
bolt-action rifle, Serial No. 3700Z5, 
Stock No. 946A. 

One Remington Model 700, heavy barrel,, 
Varmint .243 Winchester, Serial No. 266009, 
Stock No. 753A ., 

One Remington Model 788, caliber .30'-30, bolt= 
action rifle, Serial No. 020726, Stock No. 756Ao 

Mr. WOOD was furnished a receipt for the ~b9ve A 0 :t1- /fdZ-.~tl ,~1- /~ Y 
SEARCHED INDEXED~­
SERIALIZEO/J _frLEO, _ __.;,;:~ 

APRt 5 1968 

4/7/68 at Birmingham, Alabama File # --=B=H=-----:4~4:.,_-.:__::_1.:__::_7_4_0_l ___ _ 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT ME 44-1987 

and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER RMB:mas 
by ----------------------Date dictated---------

4/8/68 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Date April 9 9 1968 

Mrs:o WILLIAM D. PA ISLEY, 701 48th Street South 9 

Birmingham, furnished the followin.g. 

On August 29, 1967, Mrs. PAISLEY received~ tel~= 
phone ca 11 from a man later identified as ERIC GALT imt &11t1uswf:,1r 
to a newspaper ad the PAISLEYS had run in an effort it© sell 
their 1966 white Mustang. GALT inquired if the car had beJeJIT1 
sold yet and was told that it had not. He then said h€i wo\llll.d 
like to look at it and asked how to get to the PA ISLE~ JrtjfSl= 
dence. , He told Mrs. PAISLEY that he was "not familiar with 
the city·." She thought at the time that the caller might bee) 
one of her teenage sons' companions who was playing a jck~ 
on her, so :she asked the caller (GALT) "Do you work?1rg «:7rALT 
said "I'm a barger. I'm here looking for a job with Social 
Security." He then explained to Mrs. PA ISLEY that a barger 
was a person employed on a· river barge, and he was worki1mg 
on such a barge between New Orleans and either MemphiA ~nd/~r 
St. Louis. 

Mrs. PAISLEY later saw GALT when he was dealii!l'.g 
with her husband concerning the automobile. She des~rib~d 
him as a white male, age about 32, five feet, ten inches tal1 9 

160 pounds, dark brown hair, neat-looking, neat dresser 9 

quiet,: ,r.,,:e:;,;. possibly a Texas accent but definitely not 
northern, eastern or Virginian. 

Mrs. PA ISLEY said she did not believe she co'1lJLd 
identify this man if she saw him again . 

,ry-qM-4J✓-#- //0 
SEARCHED 1NOEX£D_...,_..,. 
S£RIAllZE0,4-.Frl£0~~-

APR 151968 
FSt- MEMPHIS 

On 4/9/68 at Birmingham, Alabama File# BH 44-1740 
SAs NEIL P. SHANAHAN 
and ROBERT M. BARRETT RMB:mas 4/9/68 

by ----------------------Date dictated--------­

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 

Date __ A-=p~r_1_
0 

l_. _9--'-~ _19_6_. ·_s __ 

WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, 701 48th Street South 9 

Birmingham, furnished the following. 

On August 29, 1967, a man later identified as ER'EC 
GALT came to the PA ISLEY residence in a taxi cab. "'fh:ls m:ami 
apparently was the same man who had called earlier in time) 
day and talked to PAISLEY'S wife about an ad the PAISL:Et~t·~ JhJJtHl 
placed in a local newspaper in an effort to sell their 1966 
white Mustang. PAISLEY showed the automobile which ha:s; a 
red interior to GALT and offered to let him test-drive 'tth<fy 
car. GALT refused to drive the car, saying he did not have 
an A la bama drivers license, but he did have one in Lomd s :i JH111ta o 

PA ISLEY then drove GALT around the area, and during 1Lh:i.s 
drive picked up PAISLEY'S son DAVID •. When they retur·'lnted to 
the :OAISLEY residence, GALT said "I'll take it off your 
hands." GALT said he did not like the off-white color of tht;'! 
car, but apparently was otherwise satisfied. GALT then stxf~.,-,., 
.gested that he give PA ISLEY some earnest money, and as:k~'.':d 11 
PA ISLEY would drive GALT to the downtown area of Bl:irmiITTglr:~~lL 
It was then agreed that they would meet the next day ;at 
about 10:00 a .m. at the First National Bank to settlf:) t.ht, 
deal. GALT told PAISLEY that he, GALT, had his ba1n1k aclc11;,»1La::11iL 

at the Birming~am Trust National Bank. GALT asked PA 0~~iT<Ji/l 
how he wanted payment for the car, and PA ISLEY suggrjsiled a 
cashier's check. GALT said he did not know how to ge,t ca 
cashier's check, and PAISLEY said he would show him how th<r~ 
next day. PA ISLEY, accompanied by his son DAVID, th..e1rt it 10)rc,,Jk 
GALT to First Avenue and North 20th Street, where GAlu'1r got 
out of the car. 

The next day PA ISLEY received a telephone ca 11 1.trOK\'i, 

GALT, who said he would meet him at the First Natioirna JL Hcarri 11k 
to settle the deal. At about 10: 15 a .m., they met in f:.1°cr;:tYi: 
of the bank, and GALT took $2,000 cash out of his shirt 
pocket and gave it to PA ISLEY. PA ISLEY suggested they g<r;., 
inside the bank and count the money, which they did. P}\TI.SJ.:r,:-;/ 
deposited the money in the bank, and GALT went with PA !SL,F'~{ ii 

son to a parking, lot where he took possession of the car,, );_ 
f-;/ //}!)= JJ· _-/~/ 3?i- (7_<2. L-.~ ~ ~// 

SEARCHED 1ttDEX£O:-~ 
SERIALIZED}+-·. f:tEO ·--~~-'1 

4/9/68 at Birmin ham Alabama Fil"P•~------~~--)dl..-----

SAs NE IL P. SHA NA HAN ~/J~F~er-.::. avu:.ivu· ttlS\~.s 
and ROBERT M. BARRETT RMB:mas 0~ a -~ 

by ---------------------- aeTctated . 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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PAISLEY recalls GALT mentioned that he worked o~ 
a barge line between New Orleans and St. Louis, and that h,f; 
would work 20 days and then be off 10 dayso He recalled 
GALT saying that he was married, and that his wifce was rri.\ow 
living "over in Rocky Ridge," referring to an area south of· 
Homewood, Alabama. 

PA ISLEY described GALT as a white ma le, age abo\u;it 
32, five feet, ten and one.l.half inches tall, 160 to 1l.6?i, pr0i1UtJ_md.;3:9 

dark brown hair, neat"'"'looking, neat dresser, quiet 9 ac«::~;'\~".it 
was not from the Alabama area. 

Mr. PA ISLEY said he did not believe he could ldr2,z11it..1Lf".W 
GALT if he ever saw him again. 

PAISLEY produced a bill of sale for this trans,actic01r, 
which shows the car was sold to ERIC GALT, 2608 Highlarrnd 
Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, telephone 323-9487, for $1 9 9'.95 
on August 30, 1967. 
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Date ___ 4/ __ ]_,l_/_· 6_8 ___ _ 

At ap1pm)ctiJ~immat®l~r 8:JU5 p.,m., Jfr""• PETER CHJi~RPE~ 
wa~ «:t(Q)nitact®d at 26((»8 R:fLglhiJL$1,l!21.«J i~wrBm1,111®, r:~1irmingham. H~ 
ad\¥7i~ed that h® i~ tlhl® mi1,lIDlrl&;(Bllr and owim®r of a blll\siim®rs,~. 
@pce1r&1:1ted at thi ~ ~1(dlct1rcc;'~§ knie0Ywlffi as Ect.()Jlffi«:»my Ro@ms, whi ~Im 
busi rn®Jrs~ o~c1illpi®~: tlb® emrttirro® la1rg® whti t® fram@ dw®JLJLi img 
located at this addr~es. 

H1r. CHERP!Et8. wcaL~l a~k®d wlhl<etb~r c»Jt" n@t h<e h~d! a 
tenant named ER1IC ~o GAL1r. Hr. CHERPES had imm®diat®1ly 
stated that a marn nam®d ~ALT had oo®n a tena:rmt at lbllrs 
roxc»mi R'llfgf b©t!.ll~® f@J.r ab(Q)fill t tlt11re® moim th~, lb>lill t has b®en g@lO)® 

f@lr iillLQ)@\illt fiw<e m@ntth~. CHERPES imm<ediat<ely 1rceview®d a 
,r.-;iimantity 0>f 3x5 in1d~~ ~~1rirlls, wlhliL~h b® tij_~®s as re;gistJr;E.L= 
tion cards f0>r lhii~ gilll®~t~, a@d wa~ unall»le to lC>~at~ ©re 
i,n the namre ERIC Lo GAiilr, blUlt sr(tat®d h® F'~call<ed tlhri~ 
i ndi vi dautl as a man wlhl@ ©~11';;1illpi ed R@<O>m 14 in th® r@@mi. lnlg 

house. He sta t~d thi ~ marn came around the end e>f A.\illguust, 
1967, and rented a ~o©m 1 stating h® had previously liv®d 
and worked i I! .I~:\f'·C5tlg'@\ill:1l.a, tti ~~i ~~i ppi , wher~ h<e had w@:lt'k@ld 
for a man.u.f a.c tur'i: ·,i;g c@I.001[»itl.1IBf tlhl~:rt mad® big boa ts. CHEiPE5 
stated that b® b®li®V®[Bl it W$.L~ tlhi® JI1mgallrs B@at C@mpa1my. 
He said that OALT ~tay®d \ill~til app:w©ximately th® ®nd @f 
October, 1967, ani.d l®f: ic 9 ~: t~:tti ing lb® had a job worki img @rn 
a boat in M@bi 1~, Alabama. CHERPES dEl~cri bed GALT a~ 
being ab«J)lillt 5 1 10~~ ta:11.1, ll'1«l p@mtrnd~, and said h® r®m®mib>®:1t><@d 
him as being a w®ry rn~at d1r®~~®r. He advised that GALT 
stated h~ was on va©ati~@ a~d did n~t w~rk anywher® while 
he s tay~d at th® ro@m:iL 1mg lhl@1Ul~®. 

CHERPE1~ w~,:fi Ell(Q)t abl® t© stat~ irni tially 
whether CrALT lhiad aim EATI.'it@ilID bi :Il.®, bllllt Jl.a t®r said th~ t 
he tbotUI.ght he did ih-.:31~;1® alffi a\illtcom@lb>i l® and t.ba,t it wa~ ~vhi 'ft,;tJ. 

CHERPrE' adwi sed that ~s:l(Q)Jrtly aft~r GAit-0T had 
been living tlhl<e1Jt@ h~ r®~(~i w®d a pa~kage in the mai 1 wlh!cGlh 
he (CHERPErE\) f5>zaw be~a1llls~ the mailman left it wl th him. H~ 
stated he Jr®m~mb®r®d a~king (CgAJL"lr a]b)c0)m.tt this pa<el!uig1~ aimd 
GALT stat®d that he wa~ rn@t ~ati~ " ~~~di~~ 

-----,j~ff---ifihiilcff----lP'<l~b-1HHP'iA~·~~~ e:i ,- ed wz~ d 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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a :v~tt(f?;:r' add.Jr~~G:(fl@ t<D ~i~l/['' ~llh~);\lll1t thJ!"(e)@J ((})jf' may1bi~) f@\illlr" 

W<BJ®lt:~ ag(Q), whl!<ellil lb:t®? 1f'<P:,ir;\m1r")fj_\(~)d, 1C(Q) th~ jp1c,~;t:lili.\Rim. 

CHEJRP)EZ- ~ «'11w'18®d tlhlil?t:it lhl~ Jrc~mc81Ml1b®:rr~ ~AL'1r' ~ 
making a t~Jl.CeJpb@ITT1.1s1; ce;,a].1 t(Q) M«5JlbJ1 ].~, Alabama, to ~«:»nfi:ll"lm 
tbi~ job he said ~e had on a ~©ate 
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At approxiaately 1:00 p.m. on April 5, 1968, 
Mr. ROBERT Eo WOOD, SR., and DONALD F. WOOD accompani~d 
the interviewing Agents to the Aeromarine Supply Compa~y, 
5701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, where DONALD F. WOOD 
made available a Remington Model 700, caliber .243, rif!~, 
which was believed by them to have been handled by the 
unknown individual who bad purchased the Remington M~d~l 
760 rifle on March 30, 1968. DONALD F0 WOOD also fur~i~h~d 
nine boxes of caliber .243 ammunition from their inve~t@~y 
stating that one box of this ammunition was believed t@ 
have been handled by the individual who purchased the g~~. 
DONALD F. WOOD also furnished a set of Redfield bases a~d 
rings which had been the original bases and rings fur~ish~d 
by the manufacturer of the Redfield scope. 

~ . 

Mr. WOOD 'wa-S-\: fur~shed a signed receipt for 
the above items. ·· ·· 

Immediately following the receipt of these it@m~, 
SA NEIL P. SHANAHAN hand carried them aboard a United Ai~= 
lines flight, changing to a Del ta flight in Atlanta, G@@rcit!a, 
and ultimately accompanied them to Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE @f 
the FBI Identification Division at approximately 8:00 p.m. 
same date. These items, from the time they were deliv®~®d 
to SA SHANAHAN, did not leave bis possession until deliv®red 
to Mr. BONEBRAKE. 

4/5/68 Birmingham, Alabama BH 44-1740 On ______ at ______________ File# __________ _ 

SAs NEIL P. SHANAHAN and 
by ____ NE_I_L_G...;::....._IIA_R_T_IN_: _N_P_S_/--=. j~m_l ______ Date dictated _4_/_l_l_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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Date __ 4/_l_l_/_6_8 ____ _ 

At approximately 10:30 a.m. DONALD F. WOOD 
was contacted at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport 
Highway,_Bi~ingham, and advised that he is the son of 
ROBERT E. WOOD, SR., who· is the owner of the Aeromarine 
Supply Company. WOOD was discreetly,questioned con= 
cerning the sale of a Remington cali~er 30.06 rifle, 
serial number 461476, which Aeromarine bad purchased 
from Wimberley-Thomas in August, 1966. DONALD F. WOOD 
immediately stated that he had heard the accounts of th~ 
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING the previous day on 
the radio and had immediately recalled selling a rifle, 
as was described in the newspaper as the murder weapo~ 9 t~ 
an individual about a week before the murder. WOOD 
immediately searched for and found a sales invoice in lhdLl§l 
records and indicated that on Saturday, March 30, 1968, b® 
had sold this gun to an individual using the name HARVEY 
LOWIIEYER. 

After obtaining both copies of this sales 
invoice, Mr. WOOD was requested to accompany the int®r= 
viewing Agent to the Birmingham Office of the FBI, whi~Jht 
he agreed to do. Mr. WOOD was transported to the Birmi~g= 
ham Office of the FBI, where be furnished the followirng 
signed statement: 

"Birmingham, Alabama 
April 5, 1968 

"I, DONALD F. WOOD, hereby make 
this statement to Special Agent-NEIL P. SHANAHAN 
who bas identified himself to me as a Special 
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. I 
reside at 405· Lance Lane, Bi~ngham, Alabama and 
subscribe to telephone number 836-4918. I am 
employed by my father, ROBERT E-. WOOD, SR. at th® 
Aeromarine Supply Company, 570l Airport Highway, 
Birmingham, Ala., as a salesman. · . - ; :} 1; 

SEARCHED - I ~ 'J '. - ~,,,-.r.1 

SERtAUZED_.____. tl£r 

APR15196 

by _ ___;S:=;..;:A;.c,..___,:NE::..:.=.;:I=-==L=---=P::....,.----..:::S=H=A=N~A=HA~N-'-":~ji..=m=l:;__ ______ Date dictated __ 4_/_l_l_/_6_8 __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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"On Friday, March 29, 1968, sometime 
in the early afternoon I had just returned frtf_jm.:1i 
lunch when I observed Mr. u. L. BAKER, also a 
salesman, completing the sale of a rifle to an 
individual unknown to me. Mr. BAKER had jlllrst 
sold this man a Remington, Model 700, Caliber 
.243 Winchester with a 2x-7x Redfield Scope 
mounted thereon. Mr. BAKER had made this sale 
and had also mounted and bore sighted the scop~ 
on our machine. This individual also bought omJ(E'? 
box of 20 rounds of .243 Norma ammunition. H® 
pay~_g cash for this sale. When I first obs~rv®d 
this man he was dressed in a dark business suit 
with a white shirt and tie, as well as I ;r•ememb~!". 
He was approximately 5' 8" tall, 150 to 160 pound,'§; 
and had dark hair. He had a medium complexi@irn aimd 
appeared to be a meek individual. This individual 
had given his name as HARVEY LOWMEYER and stated 
that he resided at 1907 South 11th Street, 
Birmingham, Alabama. He also advised that ht) was 
36 years of age. 

"This information was not given to mf) 
personally by thi9 individual, but I determined. l t 
from the bill of sale that was prepared by 
Mr. BAKER. 

"Following the sale this individual left 
the store carrying the gun in a cardboard box 
utilized by the Browning Manufacturing Company. 
This box was used because with the scope mouot@d 
the rifle would not fit in the normal Remington \beet~:. 
He also took the empty Remington manufacturer'§ 
carton with him when he left. 

"It was, as best I recall, either later 
that afternoon or early the following Saturday 
morning when this individual called on the tele~ 
phone and stated that he had had a conversation 
with his brother and decided that the gun he bad 
purchased was not the gun he wanted and he t>((tlqu_110:11Bt~dl 
whether he could exchange it for a Remington, ~(:~dt➔ 1 
760, 30.06 caliber. I advised him that we ~oruld 
make this exchange but that it would cost him a~ 
additional $5.00. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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"At approximately 9:00 AM on Saturday, 
March 30, this same individual returned to the 
store with the gun he had previously purchased. 
When he returned the gun he had the gun st! 11 i.rm 
the Browning box. I told him that I would cha~ge 
the scope from the caliber .243 rifle to the 
Model 760, but that it would take me until app~@~i= 
mately 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon and I 
instructed him to return at 3:00 o'clock and to bring 
the original Remington box for the caliber .243 
weapon with him when he came as I would need a ~»©.~ t© 
store the gun in. I gave him the Model 760 g~n a~d 
I believe that I left it in the Browning carton. ! 
did not receive• the $5.00 because in exchanging th@ 
scope I had to use a Weaver base and rings in~t~~d 
of the Redfield base and rings and this mad® ~P tb® 
cost difference. I also exchanged tm box of .243 
caliber ammunition for a box of 30.06 ammunition 
which I believe was Peters Core Lokt, 150 grain, 
20 rounds per box. He left the store carrying itlm® 1~·tu.:~m 
in the cardboard box. 

"During the course of our dealings ({))1m 

Saturday I asked this individual why he didn't w~~i 
the caliber .243 gun and I told him that it was~ 
big enough gun to bring down any deer in Alaba:miao H11 

stated in an offhand manne~ that he wanted the 30.06 
caliber gun because he was going to use it to lhl~.ID1i'.t :llm.t 
Wisconsin. 

"At the present time this is all that JI ~iBl,im 

remember concerning the transaction with this 11mcdli ·~,,Ji r.:, 

dual. 

"4/5/68 

"I have read this signed statement a:rnd 
accept where I have initiated one correction. K 
find it to consist of this and two other pa~~ aimd! 
it is true and correct. 

"/s/ OONALD F. WOOD 

"/s/ NEIL P. SHANAHAN, Special Agentj 
FBI, 4/5/68. 

"/s/ MARVIN M. EUBANKS, Special Agent, 
FBI, Birmingham, 4/5/68. H 
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JOE Fo BIDDLE, Mana1er, Sporting Goods Depart= 
ment, lfimberley-Thomas Hard~tard Company, 1809 First 
Avenue, South, Birmingham, was contacted at approximat~ly 
8:30 a.m. and advised that he had already been contact~d 
by the man from Remington-Arms Company in Bridgeportp 
Connecticut, and had been advised by him that Reming"it(dl)bl 
30.06 rifle, serial number 461476, had been shipped t© 
Wimberley on March 30, 1966, under Remington invoic~ 
number 55868. 

Mr. BIDDLE stated that this order was receiv~d 
and was, in fact, a shipment of 418 guns of various tJP®~. 

He consulted his record book, captioned Daily 
Report of Sale of Guns and Pistols, and determined that 
Remington rifle, caliber 30.06, marketed under Remingt@n 
symbol number 9684, serial number 461476, had been sold on 
August 31, 1966, to Aeromarine Supply Company, 5·101 Ai1r'p@x't 
Highway, Birmingham. 

//5':-/£L~-~-A- /~ 
SEARCHED--UtOEXt 
3ERIAUZED ,'9 fllE· 

On _ __,,4~/--=504--/--=6c...::8~_at ___ B~i~rm~i:..;n=<!iigl'-""h= .... a~m....,,~A~l-..ca=--b~a=-=m,__a=-_File # __ BH 44= 17 4~1J 

by -~S~A_NE~I_L_P ....... ~__..S .... H,..,_A;.a.N..,..A~H ..... A ..... N ..... :'dj __ m ___ l.___ _______ Da te dictated -~4~/~l~l~/-"-6-'C.-8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 11 9 1968 

~fi.•i,;; ~ 'f"'l>~'·iict:•1:'5•~,., ('''Jlllr,~cn•cl'if"•''Q ~ '" d ,~, ii, do ,,llu. ~ ~"'.,'aJili)tK ,L,n.,Jt&,n,~'J;:.,,,."llr (\)i1%' J{' 8.1)] milllUlgcBir 01· a 3:D<D>il.ir' ],;,mg 

IbJ/fDTj].~Ji3i lt)cated at 2(H)!8 Ei\fcZ 1blJLa::n1d J~v(t~)nire, E,i:rmiITT:gharn,, mad~ 
~~v.'ailabl£:J his lt"ec'6l111~1 .. ::Si f:(Ot' aJL:Il kmi.oWTI] ~,'()jttY::1ts for thr:. mom;ths of 
}\ ·:1,: f:1'' ,51 t ~ S €Dpt em b(e I'° :, f)1t; t c>'lb ft r ~ lf tfYW fNn b@<t" a Jn d Drrc em bf}• lt" 9 l 9 6 v; ., 

l .. 

2 .. 

r~ceipts disclosed the 

R~cr-~,•1ipit, dcate!d LA g1us"ft. 26 9 1961 ~ t0> MJf" ~ ER.JC :s., 
Giti Ltr == Ro0m aITTJd board lY"iCHni ih]g:c~ist 2€i ') 1JQ61 
through September 1, 1967$ The cost of these 
accommodatio~s was $22~50, and it is noted on 
the, r~;11cfd,pt that ElLtC llLALT occupi.<ed Room #}L,4 
at this residence~ 

Receipt dated September 2 1 1967, to Mro ERIC 
S$ GJ'i\lJ? =·= Room ai'MJ bo~JI"d from Sept.embf-2.r 2i) 
1967 through September 9, 1967$ The cost of 
these lfl<G<eom.modia it :LL(Q)t1:Bl waBl $22 .. 50, a lfrid it :i.s 
ll'T\(i,Yt<ed «)jJ}l th~ Jf®(C~ipt ithfat ER.ITC 11.LALT OCC1ti:pi®d 

Room ;rtl4 at tthi~ Jr"',;;,B;:id(£Jtll~(t1 e 

Receipt dated ®pt~mber 9, 1967~ to Mro ERXC 
((ii\V1r == Ro<011tn ~mid b<0iiaJrd if.t"IOm Septiember 9, 196'1 
through September 16~ 1967~ The cost of these 
tlC(;COm.modatiomi:~ \lllYS.;S ~:22,. 50 )I am1d it i~ rmoited on 
tr;, he 1°it":f>:·fdi. pt th,:,;:, t ER EC -:ifli'}lr ((J)<I:;C1JJp,ied Room # 14 

Rect:dpit d:a1t, t~ St11p'lt<2mllb®lr-' ::iO, 196'7! 9 it.<OJ Mre ERRC 
«;-,.141 L'::I" r.i•= ~;,, ~"7'i, (1}1:irnJLy :Jf K'Ollf.( September 30 » 1961 it{') 

Ocitobe:1r 7/ i 1961 ~ ':1rl1~) «:c{)st of t bis lfiiC'cc©rnm«))d~ ·= 
tio))] i·r~01 ::~.h«,Y~~lJ1 fa~ ~$11 ~ 5(ti);i amid fu1rith®r, M1rJQ ~?LAIL'lf': 
«l<r:C'UlllJlJ \!d R©c(;:ID ;Jf• 1,4., 

,M:ir & PlE/fER CE'ERJPES 3dw.i:9;1fJd that h<e rc~~a lls ERJ((C 
GALT reqtu:.®~;tirr!Jg Jti1-m t({J d:r)i vc➔ h:lm1 it(()> t.h@J Dl"i ver~ L.i«;;~ITT~f~ 

SEARCHED·---

On __ 4=-• ._/_;:::l--=-0_._/-=6-=8'--_at _2B~,1~· !~'.)m~i.::;c@~· :'l.'.::J11:::..:::a~m,:,:_j•.:i,_"' ~A~l:.::::a~b~,~~i~,_1 u.,.~:,u.~d.e..a-.~~=-·~1.,.:!._ ;;;1~1_:,4l~0:,_) _____ _ 
ME\ 44~.c,987 

by _ ___::::::S;,;::.:A=----:W-=--=· ."'""'rL=,I=fl=:IA=:· ..:;;:Mc.....:::.::""~:....sio~S=;J.::..:\U~-C~,_,,,.;;:::_f=E=R:.2-~-=m~;a::::cs.::_v -------Date dictated 4/11/68 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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Department, Birmingham, Ali A s in order that he co~ld obtai 
a t2't::r-1~•t,,)rrt Statt;i of L4 ].;ab11.ll'~;1i tAir'l-Vf'ir·:s liiet~m1:s;~., ffir, said that hf') 
is Ua]able to stat~, t;o::s:it:fL-voly if he drovf2 ERIC G.Al/f· it() thlt, 
,ii 1w'li IP.,.:. re"" 1 ·~c ,>--~fl~,..,~, 4:.,,,,:,- ',.j ·rrin 1'· '1n0.1 -1+· -i'i 11-...1r;;1, <l;;)' 'lf ,::;; ·fr ·1" ""'l f'r···1, ." fl hi s ~ 'il'lt· t"'l.m~'i. ... ~; 1 r.1'~) 1'." ,,,r·:; ·1·· elf i:.., f.':l,·~_, \~ii.c!b\W~:.> lg ,:&. ~ • .!ljr:;;;JJ~~,) ~.::::>' 1-_-<-l!,ii,l,r,.1, _,:,_;t<l,_,1,.;:lb\\!J.__,. •:-:...~•1-\•(.~,-•'. \\}, __ ;:.;. .db.!!!l A,;. a~·•~,;, Y\i).-,&. --:.~,-~ ~1-./'1.J __ , J.'c. Fi,_~, 

drove Mr .. GAIJ:I''1 '.fJ fo_rd Mt:-it[~t:a ., He sald that he did f'1f'~i:a11r0 

w :it h ER IC GA LT w hi llfi) 1: (O'i~'Jlk h.is d ri Ve rs 1.:i C c·ns E' 'ft: {0,~Ytt ,l11 J\id 

examination, and thereafter he departcdo 

M,t' ~ CID~RPES also f'{~cra 11~~, that ERIC nA I/:f' l';(:';lf,:; i V€::d a 
pac~;_a :g~; f 1ro:m Chica go j l llino.is ,, wh.i le a'it hi:BJ bt,a rdimig !\O'\t.n11t2 
1d11·-r·iing the month of Seii);titember 196'1 e H~: s.111d ithat th:is ·pait.',ka 
\-ti:ns a box approx:i,n:mtfJLi.y t€2n ilfllch~)S iJlJ height, by 18 J nch~\f'l; ~:~,-; 

24 inches, weighing ~ppr-oxim;ately 20 pounds~ ~lit',, CHERP[,f~ :r;.Bt,i(! 
that ERIC ll}AL'T w:as mi.ot h<appy with the merchandi:s~} ht'~ :r~'.lf,:e).iVt''°'s 
and that he was ret.urni ng the box to t ht~ sender°' He: a dd(;"d 
that the contents of this box :is ~.tnknowi:rn to him .. 

Mr .. CHERPI;s ~tated ~titif;er ERIC (}A1Jdi'lf' depair'trf:"d .ft'lr1i;ji th·"? 
board1· ng· hn,,1i~O <13 ·1· t~t'il ,,,, Villl<~rJ::!1 'l""'~'5.>C'>•f'l1''. 'l\wed ~N,,.:i: if'}f~)C!'c:'!C\d •. ..,. i:,n, 'r"',.',_, V. ,.'•_"_, vut,...:.,P'v;-7 1 ia . ,:::,I~.:·._,, Jt., \lfJf!Q.;~ .1!. x.::..'="'"•~\_J _ w· , _ ~~'(1-~if:A-rs ;.;:1lbJJ,~~;; lh.1 Y -!i,1.1.[""i- " .9 

which he believed wos from th~ same sende~ as the box~ H~ 
described this letter as a hBSIITT~ss=type letterp and h0 be= 
lieved it contained a C' htJr~,1~ c CHE:FfiPI:S said that hif3 hf~ ](J\ t tn ' 
letter for severa 1 rd&1ys' Elttd sd L~,(;f}) EiR!C {\ALT had :mOVct.!)(i ~mid 
furnished no forwa:ird:ing at~d.r'8s:s he Jt{Br'!turned thtS; l<tdtiL~\r to 
the Post Office a 

,.A I' fl v :iA:1 w o :f (~i( ,, :r,, t i ((') ).Dl;a l g~11((i: :§: t Jt'e<e t?- i pt s d 'il ,;; er 1 c<\. €1
1 ct ~ 

receipt dat.ed Octobe1r' rt~ 19iff1., wlrdlcr:<t: s;;t~ th;at Mtr.,,. Ff)flfr. ,],; 
McCABE pa id room 1r•t;:Tf1ri Rt)i(om # 11\ f:t:"om fk1t,oberir· l"l $} IUG)6?1 

9 

through October 2a1 l) :,:t~6'1. In t hl~i 1t0(1lg;fl,1rd, :it i:-35 rniot~"'::d '1'. t 
ERIC HAl~T resich:~d , ,;.11 Jt.room #14 d\lltri-irng bi~ (t:1:rr1dt:ix"e sta.y :ait t lrE: 
boat''ding house. 

An iHJ1,,ti.tionta l :ri£N:'eipt. wa~ lc:,1ct&dte1d dat,?d O'<::'tt·• i]tn~ 
1967' which ~~hows th:at l'~IT]t lW<l:S p&iJld Room # 14 f !''({)[01 

October 24 9 1967, thro·tugh Oct.ob:rnr '31 9 196'7, by Mrc FC~fi 
McCABE{> 
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Mre 
2g 1X)8 Hig·hilarmd 
i im f\t]) E-ma. t l on e: 

i l!'l\ itrtJ l)V i ®Jvi;"(C: d ;fn, it 
d t hi® foll owi 11g 

~Wr.. KELr\ d!vi t,e,,.J ttiht~-'lt: h~~ lh1ar;; Jb©(ti;ll ®imployc!;"id! 
~1~3 a f;OOk fO:r'' t1:,1L"' ~ f'Jil£/1rTE:Y\ ,,:~ frnr it:lhl~ par;t &iit:~V~lttt] 
'i\)7"5:i 'f'll '!l',-0<1::,< <Bl 1l'i) ~ IN:_ ·•J c'?l ig,-.:: <§, ,·, ,i,,,f""' i;''1 'fl o'\\ •;i7r0, </); 1,·' .'· ;' '·i(-'l f";'~Ji_ili' f.l'!f'),ll~"',{:' tf"_\\,[i_..,_o __ "•--'~ \l_ S\1 W'_iJ'il_ rs'J!. d. tr 11,. __ ] "3: ~r;x:::-;:;t~,JJ.~ P,.,!1.M~I wTht,;;;/ ~v,~-./.1 \S:~;l.~H--.1t~-lt,."'(j}.j:·~-'·•~k "' 1,-.._-,.:• \~;i£..itJl"~ln.,.Jf£ 1l,..:' ~-'-:__,"O.t:...:•lill,:-.-Jt::~.... t0lU~ 

pr~S@3l!iit IhlCi)llll~(e)" 26~))8 1 r,c!/ii'il ?1'W1(t''illl\lJKf1l., 

After being adviged of the rn~t~re of tb@ 
i mt~ 1f''v'}L :ei-~{' ~ h~ ~ ta it:~d ttlhl at hi~ :)l''~);)®l;e>filll1N~l'-'8> JE:t?Jrc (GtAL1" (Hil.1 y 
v~,/il:".11 

.• :'<s'' iL ~ He r®memb~ur"c1 thia t h1J1 <fJttt;;l1ltpi ce;d JRoQJm 14 f <':i>Ir 
'll 1ho~t t,~© l.Tfll((»lTilth[; ~,hi«:»:rritly aflteJ.r t:rc1@y f:llt"tjt mov(;;d into) 
tbat hou9e& He s~id that h® uerves breakfast to th@ 
bt1arders b®tween 6 and 1: 3(} ®W7ielJry1 lrJ/1C):i.t"ni 1mg :,.tnd ·,tha t thi~ 
individual in Roc»:m 14 cam<e out of hi~ I 0 ooxri1 at ttpp1to.}Ki= 
mately 7:15 or 7:20 after everyone el~e had finished 
breakfast and gone to work~ had his breakfast and then 
we:rnt ba{';k to bed., KELLY adi:1i ,9,p,d th~tt he r~C$tl la 1111 fu.~<s8it. ITT1,ff 11 

at thi§ man ~eve:irial tiIDIDltiG ftf)Ir ,.:~1,aiiting so lat~ t© Itna\'1e Jbui.~ 
breakfa&B;'it;" 

ICE.'11L'f st~1t@d t~\{tit lfl@ 2t®t;:a].l®d somethiurn;g 
p®c1t1li a:if about thi a mrt1rn :rur~ th,a1 tc hi@ l,v8.i d for rt»©m and 
board each week be wao ther® 3 ex~~pt the last week, 
he only paid for a room &Thd did not take any meals~ He 
said that he recalls thic indiYidual stating that the 
reason he did not havo meals ~ag th~t h~ did not have any 
money. 

KELl/1 \'li ~w11r ~ c«11w11pcv~i t<e d1r~wi 1mg aID1d :rt 1_::~i itt''d 
that it 1r01~:~it1mbled (r,."· :/TT 11 @~~1~pt ith<tt it lb~ b®lit1VttH3 (?rJ\L'1~ 
to be thinner int f~~@ than tbi~ drawing indicated~ 

KELLY 
50 yea.r's old~ 

SAo NE!L P 0 ~HANAHAN arnd 
ROBEiT M. B-ARRET'T: NJp,f;/ jmw.1 4/ l l/68 

by -------------------------Date dictated-----------
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

WILLIAM DAVID PAISLEY, JR., 701 South 48th Street? 
Birmingham, on April 9, 1968, furnished the followirng~ 

Sometime in late August, 1967, PAISLEYgs father 
had run an ad in the Sunday newspaper in an effort t~ sell 
their 1966 white two-door hardtop Mustang with red i~terior 
and whitewall tires. They advertised the car as being for 
sale for $1,995. A couple of days later, a man later identi= 
fied as ERIC GALT and PAISLEY's father picked up PAISLf.tf at thE~ 
home of one of his friends. PAISLEY's father was dlrivii1tg tltie· 
car and GALT was riding in the front seato They drove arou~d 
the area for awhile and then returned to the PAISLEY reside!tilce, 
GALT did not ask any questions, look at the motor or ilfR the t:rin·~\k 
of the car. He said, "I' 11 be glad to take this car off yc)u1r 
hands." He then agreed to give PAISLEY' s father a dow.Yn pitliy.•:;r••;,·:'· 
if Mr. PAISLEY would take GALT back to downtown Birmingham, 
They then agreed to meet the next morning at the First NatioITTJal 
Bank to settle the deal, because PAISLEY' s father has his off'ice1 
in that building and PAISLEY at the time was employed iir'h the 
First National Bank. 

Mr. PAISLEY suggested that GALT obtain a cashit"·,c i, -s 
check. PAISLEY and his father then took GALT to First f~we\fil1Lne 
North and 20th Street, where he got out of the car~ That 
evening, August 29, 1968, PAISLEY tried to call GALT at the tele-= 
phone number GALT had left with PAISLEY's father~ PAISLEY 
was unable to talk to GALT as he was not at the number called 
and PAISLEY learned this number was at a rooming hoU]se 01m High1=, 
land Avenueo The next day PAISLEY's father received a telephtt->\W0 
call from GALT who said he was six blocks away from the lF'lrst 
National Bank building and would meet the PAISLEYs iim fro1:mt c\)f 
the First National Bank at about 10:15 A.Mo They met i@ f t 
of the bank at 10:15 A.M. and GALT produced $2~000 in cash-, 
mostly twenties, with some 100-dollar bills. They stepped 
inside the bank where the money was counted and GALT wa.Si 
given a bill oµf sale. L/t/--/9,/:2-~J.Ji __ /7c:f' 
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PAISLEY then took GALT to the parking lot where the 
car was parked and showed him how to drive the car, He therm 
gave GALT the keys and GALT drove offe 

DAVID PAISLEY recalled that he observed this samt? 
car for about six weeks after the sale, parked in fro~t of 
the rooming house in the 2600 block of Highland AveHruue ,, b1U1t 
that he had not seen this automobile since about the first of 
October, 1967. He also recalled that on one of these occta1si ~is, 
he observed a front bumper tag with a drawing of a Coinrff ecdli:.,nr';r1 teJ 
flag thereon. 

PAISLEY recalled GALT saying that he worked o~ a 
barge on the Mississippi River "out of Ste Louis" to Hr~w 
Orleans. He would work a month and then be off for two \Wec:ks ~ 
and that this was a lonely life. He also said he had saved 
all his money from his job and would pay cash for the caro 

PAISLEY also recalled that GALT was emphatic abt»ut 
not test driving the automobile, and said that hts Louis1L~1ri1~1 
license had expired and he had not obtained an Alabama dir'i: /,;;''?' ,; ,~,) 

license yeto He also recalled GALT making a statemt~iirnt thtai. t ho 
did his banking at the Birmingham Trust National Ba!J'1lk,) airucd 
"I have my money there." 

PAISLEY described GALT as a white male~ 5 Q8n =8½H ~ ag,:;i 
tall, 145 poun~, dark brown or black hair with a widow" s pe1ak 
and cut short. This person was not a smoker, was very r:'le1a1:;_l,,r 
cut, very shy and quiet~ He claimed he was divorced att1i1r~ 1t1h1;p~t 
his wife was presently living on Rocky Ridge or Dolly RiJge 
Road "over the mountain," referring to an area s01U1th e:-:11f 
Homewood, Alabama. PAISLEY recalled this persoITTt had ar:1 tt.:1:: :mt 
which was possibly Western, but was definitely not from. th(-1 
Alabama area. PAISLEY also recalled this persoi'l sayim1g hr:1 \r,a~; 
unemployed at that time. 

PAISLEY said he could definitely ider1tify 
this person if he ever saw him again. 

"'))l'f",j) 
~}~ .,t;,r, . 
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On April 10, 1968, DAVID PAISLF~Y observed a1rn 
artist's conception of a person who had purchased a rifle 
at Aeromarine Supply, Birmingham j on March 29 ~ 1968 ., PJ¾d:S'L.r 
said this artist's conception did not resemble ERIC GAL'"Jf'o 

PAISLEY said his father had told GALT duri.1n1g the:i 
transaction that GALT would have to get insurance for t!tH1 l!V!l\l:?:;:;tt rs, 

as the PA I SLEYs would ca nee 1 their car i nsura nee by c:,i 1111 ·,~{t;J 

State Farm Insurance Company that day (August 30, 1968,, 
PAISLEY recalled that GALT did not ask any questions Olf'' ~,;;:ai.i 

anything further about car insurance. 

During his contacts with GALT, PA ISLEY said hf:11 

never detected the odor of alcohol on GALT nor did he c,bse11;"v0 
GALT smoke cigaretteso PAISLEY said the ad for the J.U,ltG\i1llUb:.1((>, 

had been run in the "Birmingham News" on Sunday J Augu.ust '!i,'; ,, );~h:1,'11 

only. 

PAISLEY recalled GALT, after inspecting PA ISLtY '., s 
Mustang, saying that this was the cleanest one that GJ\lT h .,_:c,:1,. 

He also recalled GALT saying, "I've get my money i1m th,) ;1, ':' :, i::_, ::~it:r,i: 
Trust," and did not refer to the bank as the ~·BTNB 9 •·~ '\l\'f:ii.:l1u t~~ 
commonly done by natives of Birmingham. In concectiou11 ~it~'~ 
GALT's divorced wife whom GALT claimed was living cirn ~r)f"i,;:;\ 

Ridge Road or Dolly Ridge Road, "over the mountain," PAISf 
recalls GALT saying, "Yeah, that's the way it goes,''' 

PAISLEY said the price of $1,995 for the Mu.J1:sta1mg 
was $300 too much, but this price was never quest io1mt::1cd l»~v 
GALT and this price did not seem to bother GALT ln any wa1 ., 
GALT said he had been saving his money and because hel \~11~'.)t''~fj({;: ,,: 

a barge he had no place to spend it~ 

PAISLEY said he could not recall how GALT was diJ1"P:~•,,';,;i1•. 

on August 29, 1967, but did believe that on August 30 1 l96i. 
GALT was wearing a sport coat, a dress shirt 1. with ult;) tit~. 
open at the neck. 

Prior' to GALT' s taking possession of the car otni 
August 30, 1967, PAISLEY' s father asked GALT how G.AL''T was 
to get his driver's license o GALT replied that he had a 
friend "over at the rooming house," who would take him t~)­
place where he could obtain a driver's license a1md chang(,• 
registration on the car. 
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DAVID t~AISLE:Y recalled that during the: moti:tt!m t(O) si.x 
weeks after the sale he had observed this car parked o~ numerous 
occasions in front of the rooming house in tho 2600 block of 
HighlafiJd Ave,rnue.. He had noted that this car seeme<dl to be dh:ir~: 
from non-usef rather than from being driven, and that o~ the l~~t 
<t))Ccasion of observ:t1mg this car which would have beeiru about t:tlie, 
first of October." 1967 9 the~ car sti.11 had the slick b~ild 
tires that had been on it when it was sold, 

PAISLEY furnished the following detailed dt~Si(::JrJ1 tiOii)) 

of the automobile: 

1966 white Mustang, two-door hardtop 9 eight 
cylinder, 289, four individual red plastic 
floor mats 1 push button radio. heater 1 remote 
control outside mirror, day-night inside mirror" 
very clean engine, mileage 20,000 miles, equipped 
with Autolite battery, four whitewall, bald ttr~s. 
The spare was in good shape but had a wider white­
wall than the tires on the wheels. The seats 
were medium red in color and the carpeting was 
maroon or dark r·(1>tL The body condition c1i: t i'llt",l 

car was excellent and the muffler was painted 
shiny silver~ 

PAISLEY said that he had forgotten to advise oKi.t 

April 9, 1968 9 that on April 5, 1968, sometime between 1:00 ?~ 
and 1:30 P.Ms, while driving east on Fifth Avenue North; in 
front of the U~ S~ Post Office J) PAISLEY observed a 1966 cle~.1;t ,) 
white Mt~r;tang hardtop? ,~hich he thought could possibly bQ tll11c· 
sanie car he had sold to GAUT. He alsoj, at the sa:ini~ tiVtH~. 
observed the back of~ man getting into this car who~e b~ild 
resembled that of e,,;·ti. PAISLf:Y said he could! ITT!ot be ciu!ft tt?, 

that this was the ~ame car and that the individual was GAT3q 
as he only had a fleeting glimpse~ 
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On 

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4.:;c.,/'--1_3_sr"\ !(__/_6~8 ____ _ 

Mrs. WILLIAM ARTHUR (VIRGINIA B.) JENKINS~ SRo~ 
was interviewed at her assigned room, Room 327, St o ,, 

Vincent Hospital, in the presence of her son, (>Judge 
WILLIAM ARTHUR JENKINS. She stated that the name HAR1lEX 
LOWMEYER is totally unknown to her; that she has never 
had any roomers or boarders in her residence at 
1907 11th Street, South, and to her knowledge, none 
of the neighbors have ever had any person by that n:c-ntie 
either residing in their homes or employed in any mii!nitl•iJi!"., 

fl!/- 1½1:Z-}J«k- J- / 7 f' 
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4-13""'68 

,, At 8 :30 AM the records of the Jefferson County Dep~:irtm.€"nt 
of Revenue were examined to determine the registered owner of' ]JU 

automobile beai-ing 1968 Alabama tag #1-38993. T'hese records 
indicated that this tag was issued on 10-2-67 to Mr o ERIC Si o (Ji::L·T ~ 
2608 Highland Ave., Birmingham, Alabama for a 1966 Must~ng9 .2 dl.c)ccrr. 
8 cyl., car VIN 6T07Cl90647. This record also indicated that ~~is 
car bore a previous 1967 Alabama tag #lA-88354. A check of the 
records concerning this number revealed that this number was is~ued 
for the same automobile to a Mr. WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, '701 48th St o 

South, Birmingham, Alabam·a., who bought this car new fr~m M'.Giriri1~ 
Crawford Ford Co. in Birmingham on 3-11-66. This record also 
bore a notation that this car was sold by PAISLEY to ERIC So GJt\L'l\ 
2608 Highland Ave., Birmingham, Alabama on 8-30-19670 
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On 

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

' 

Da~ __ 4_/_1_3_/6_8 ____ _ 
1-
1 

;r 

CHARLES T. SMITH 1 Audi tor, Blrmi,ngham Trust 
National Bank (BTNB), advised tha.t since O~cember 13, 
1967, Safe Deposit Box No. 5517 has not been rented .. 
He advised that from August 28, 1967, throui~ December 13, 
1967, this box had been rented in the name d}_ERIC s. 
GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham. ·,\ 

.•: .. \ 

'\\ 

SMITH made available the Safe Deposi~Box 
No. 5517 for examination .. In the event the abe;ve 
described box is to be introduced into court, a , 
subpoena duces tecum should be issued to C. E. , 
KIRKPATRICK, Vice President, Birmingham Trust Nat\t))nal 
Bank., · 

i</-1£/}z.M! -cf-/f/ 
SEARCH£D 118£~ 
SERIALIZE0./4-Fn.£0 -

APRt 51968 
fet- MEMPHIS 

4 /1 O /68 at __ B_i_· r_m_1_· n__,ga;._h_a_m_, _A_l_a_b_a_m_a __ File # __ B_H_4_4_-_1_7_4_o_· ___ _ 

SA ROBERT J. YARNALL:gas 4/13/68 
by -----------------------Date dictated----------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

l FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/1:3/68 Date __________ _ 

The following documents were made available 
to 5J1" cJOHN H., KRr~SE,K by the 'P-1.1•.;mingham Trust N~1tion:al 
Banki, Birmingh~m.'I Alabama: 

1~ Record of Access to Safe Deposit Box 
No. 5517 of KH.IC S. GALT., 

2 .. Contract for Safe Deposit with ERIC S .. 
GALT. 

3~ Ledger card (rental record) for 
Saf'e Deposit Box No .. 5517 in name of ERIC Se GALT4 

4~ Undated letter from ERIC S .. GALT 
to Birmingham Trust National Bank-

In the event that the above documents arc 
needed for evidence, they may be obtained by execut1on 
of a subpoena duces tecum addressed to Mr. C~ E. 
KIRKPATRICK, Vice Pres'ident:, Birmingham Trust Natiorufl 
Honk •. 

• 

4/9 /68 at __ B_1_· r_m_i_n_g_~_a_m_,_A_l_a_b_a_m_a __ File # __ B_" H_-_4_4_ .. _-_1_
1
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 

Date Apri 1 14 9 1968 

The 'following lieted documents pertaining to Safe 
Deposit Box #5517, Birmingham Trust National Bank, Birmingham 9 

Alabama, rented under the name of ERIC s. GALT, were hand­
delivered by SA JOHN H. KRESEK on April 10, 1968, to Mro 
JAMES H. MORTIMER, Document Section, FBI Laboratory, 
Washington, D. C.: 

2 .. 

3. 

4. 

Record of Access to Safe Deposit Box #5517 
of ERIC S. GALT. 

Contract for Safe Deposit with ERIC s. GALT 

Ledger card (rental record) for Safe Deposit 
Box #5517 in the name of ERIC s. GALT 

Undated letter from ERIC s. GALT to Birmingham 
Trust National Bank 
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1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ 4_/_1_3_/_6_8 ___ _ 

.Mrs. NEWTON (VIRGINIA) SKELTON, residence 2600 
Stoney Branch Road, Mountain Brook, who is the sister of 
Judge WILLIAM ARTHUR JENKINS, was interviewed in his 
presence and stated emphatically that she has never heard 
the name HARVEY LOWMEYER in any manner. She is certain that 
he has never had any connection at the residence of her 
mother, 1907 - 11th Street, South, since she frequently 
visits her mother at that address and the name is totally .. 
unfamiliar. 

d✓-&:z-_.jµj _Jr_ /cl/ 
SEARCHED INDEX~ 
SERIALIZED./4._FlLED 

APRl 51968 
FBI - MEMPHIS 

On __ 4_/_7_/_6_8 __ at __ B_i_r_m_i_n....._g_ha_m___._, _A_l_a_b_a_m_a __ File # __ B_H_4_4_-_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 

by __ S_A_H_ENR __ Y_A_._S_N_O_W_:~g_a_s_/_m_f_l _______ 0ate dictated __ 4_/_l?_;,;/_6_8_. __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _4_/_1_3_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Mrs·. WILLIAM ARTHUR JENKINS, wife of Judge 
JENKINS, residence 3128 Wa.rrington Road, Mountain Brook~ 
stated positively that she has never heard the name 
HARVEY LOWMEYER being connected in any way with the 
residence of her mother-in-law at 1907 11th Street, 
South. She frequently visits at that residence and 
is certain she would ha.ve heard something of that 
individual had he in fact ever had any connec.tion 
with the residence. She was also positive that he is 
not known nor has resided in the neighborhood of 
her mother's-in-law home. 

4/7 /68 at __ B_irm __ i_n=g_h_a_m....:..,_A_l_a_b_a_m_a ___ File # _B_H_4_. _4_"""'_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 
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1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ 4_/_1_3_/_6_8 __ _ 

Attorney WILLIAM ARTHUR JENKINS was interviewed 
at his office, Room 302, Frank Nelson Building, with 
reference to possible occupants of the address listed 
as 1907 South 11th Street, Birmingham. Attorney JENKINS 
has been an acquaintance of many years, is considered 
reliable and is a former Judge of the Jefferson County 
Court, Civil Division. 

Judge JENKINS stated that his widowed motherj 
Mrs. WILLIAM ARTHUR (VIRGINIA B.) JENKINS, SR., has 
resided at the above address for over 30 years and has 
never had any roomers or boarders in her residence since 
the death of her husband some years ago. He stated that 
he personally resides with his family at 3128 Wa.rrington 
Road, Mountain Brook, a suburb of Birmingham. 

Judge JENKINS related that the name HARVEY 
LOWMEYER or any phonetic variation thereof means 
positively nothing to him and to his knowledge he has 
never,,had any dealings with such an individual either 
in connection with his legal practice, services on the 
Bench in the County Court or personally. 

He advised that his mother was as of that date 
a patient at St. Vincent Hospital undergoing medical tests 
and in the presence of the Agent, he telephonically contacted 
her at the hospital and was informed that the na.me HARVEY 
LOWMEYER was unknown to her and that she had never heard 
of any individual by that name either at her residence 
or in the neighborhood. Arrangements were made for a 
personal interview with Mrs. JENKINS, SR., at that time" 

On April 7, 1968, Judge JENKINS arranged for 
an interview with his mother at St. Vincent Hospital and 
on that date stated that he still was unable to recall 
anyone by the name LOWMEYER. 

4/5/68 ~✓-/f/ -~LR--/r-ld!-5 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 

Date April 14, 1968 

FRANCES BROWN, W~iitress, Andy's Lounge,, 1923 1st 
Avenue North, was interviewed and related the followi~g 
with reference to a man who was in the lounge on the evening 
of March 29, 1968. Mrs. BROWN stated she recalls the date 
because this is the day she and her boyfriend drove to 
Nashville, Tennessee, and she left work early and this i~di­
vidual was still sitting in the lounge when she left. 

Mrs. BROWN stated she had an opportunity to view 
this person for approximately 45 minutes. He entered the 
lounge at approximately 6:30 p.m., sat at a table on the side 
of the lounge that she services, and was still sitting there 
when she left work at 7:10 p.m. During the period this man 
was under her observation, he ordered and drank two Schlitz 
beers. Mrs. BROWN stated the person she observed was a white 
male approximately 35 years of age, neatly dressed, wearing 
dark trousers, a dress shirt and tie, and a dark brown or 
blue sport coat. She stated he appeared to be of average 
height, although she could not tell his exact height be(Ca1Utse 
he was seated during the entire period she could see himo 
She recalls he had blue eyes and sandy, brush-cut hair 9 

which was longer on the sides. Mrs. BROWN stated that th~ 
individual sat by himself and did not converse with anyo~~ 
other than her wh~n he ordered his beer. As best she recalls 9 

he had a local accent. 

Mrs. BROWN advised she had never seen this il!'.lldivid11u1 l 
before and has not seen him since. She commented that Arri}dyis 
Lounge caters to regu.lar customers, and it is slightly lillilllm1siuaJL 
when a stranger comes in off the street. 

tN- /f/t-~ -J-/f/ 
SEARCHED__,JIIIEJEll'2 
SERIAUZf.D---4--flUD-:-: 

APR151968 \ 
FBI- MEMPHIS 

On __ 4 ...... /9-'--'--/6_8 __ at ----=B=-'i=-'r=-m-'-'-'i=...cn-CC<g,..._h-'-'-a _____ m---'-</-, ---.CA~la'----b=-a _____ mc.=a"-'--__ F ile # BH 44.,., 17 40 

by ---=S-==A=-------=R"""""I'-=C:..=HA=R=D~D::....a.,..___.,,S...,,.C~HW-=-=E=--I ... N......,:wo:m=a=---s,c__ ______ Da te dictated 4 I 12 /6 8 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 

Da~ April 14, 1968 

Safe Deposit Box #5517, obtained from CHARLES To 
SMITH, Auditor, Birmingham Trust National Bank, Birmingham 9 

Alabama, on April 10, 1968, by SA ROBERT J. YARNALL, was 
hand-delivered by SA YARNALL to Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE 9 FBI 
Identification Division, Latent Fingerprint Section 9 

Washington, D. C., on the same date. 

Birmingham, Alabama -
On __ 4_/_1_0_/_6_8 __ at Washington, D. C. 

!lt-&1-M-A-/ct./ 
SEARCHED ~ \ t SERIALIZED /; , F 

APR\ s1e \ 
FBI - MEt.WHIS 

File # __ B_H_4_4_-_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 

by __ S_A_R_O_B_E_R_T_J_._Y_A_R_N_A_L_L_:_m_a_s _______ Date dictated __ 4_/_12_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 

Date Apri 1 14 9 1968 

Immediately following the receipt of a package at 
approximately 12:30 aeme, April 8, 1968, containing three 
weapons from Special Agent ROBERT M. BARRETT, Special Agent 
RALPH N. BUTLER hand-carried them aboard a Delta Airlines 
flight, changing to an Eastern Airlines flight in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and ultimately accompanied them to Mre GEOR,GE BONEBRAKE 
of the FBI Identification Division at approximately 8:00 aamo 
on April 8, 1968. 

These items, from the time they were delive~ed to SA 
BUTLER, did not leave his possession until delivered to :Mr .. 
BONEBRAKE') 

Birmingham, Alabama -
On __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 __ at Washington, D .. C. 

4~ -/f<IZ-vh~,~- /Jy 
SEARCHED-----,--JNOEXED 
SERIAUZE0_.9--ruo _ _...,,._ 

APRt 51~ 
FBI- MEMPHIS 

File # __ B_H_4_4_-_1_7_4_0 ____ _ 

by __ S_A __ RA_L_P_H_N_._B_U_T_L_E_R_:_m_a_s _________ Date dictated __ 4_/] ___ l/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 14, 1968 

Mr. PE'I'ER CHERPES ~· i:conomy Rooming House, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingha .. n, advised that ERIC GALT first 
came to his rooming house during the last week in August, 
1967. He said that ERIC GALT resided in Room 14 during 
his stay at the rooming house and he was unable to state 
positively the mode of transportation used by GALT when he 
first arrived. Mr. CHERPES pointed out that he runs a 
continuous ad in the Birmingham, Alabama newspapers and 
more t.han likely GALT obtained the address of his rooming 
house from a newspaper. He said that he was unable to 
recall if GALT telephoned him prior to coming to the rooming 
house, pointing out that he gets numerous inquiries each day 
concerning rooms and rates. 

Mr~ CHERPES said that when ERIC GALT arrived, he had tw@ 
or three pieces of luggage, was cleanly dresseci and said that 
he previously lived and worked in Pascagoula, Mississippi. 
He recalled that GALT said be worked for a manufacturing 
company that made boats and he believed it was the Ingalls 
Boat Company, Pascagoula, Mississippi. He said .tha t G.ALT 
told him he was on vacation and further that he was unem-
ployed during the entire time he stayed at the rooming house. 

Mr. CHERPES said that a few days after ERIC GALT 
arrived, he came to him and asked him if he would go with 
him to obtain a State of Alabama driver's license inasmuch 
as he had no driver's license. He said that since GALT was 
a new tenant, which he desired to keep, he agreed to accompany 
GALT, which he did, to the driver's license examination :statton9 
Birmingham, and waited for GALT while he took his driver~s 
examination and rc,ad test. He rec al led that GAL'£ had :a ~hit e 
recent model Mustang which he drove to and from the driver,s 
license examination station. Mr. CHERPES was unable to 
recall seeing this white Mustang prior to the day that he 
accompanied ERIC GALT for his license examination. 

Mr. CHERPES said that he recalls that GALT reirnained 
to himself most of the time and further recalled that he was 
always late for breakfast and ate around 10:0.~ __ a,m., GALT, 

Birmingham, 

SAC JOSEPH H, GAMBLE and 
by ___ SA_W_IL_L_IA_M_A_. _S_A_U_C_I_E_R_:W_A_S_,_/_c_a__..p~:--m_f __ l~-Date dictated __ 4_/_1_3_/_6_8 __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
BB 44-1740 

thereafter, would return to his room and rest and he 
observed him on occasions leaving during the dayo He said 
that to the best of his recollection GALT would alway~ be 
on time for the evening dinner, which was served betwee~ 
5:30 and 6:00 pQm. each day. 

Mro CHERPES said that approximately two weeks later 
a parcel post package was delivered to the rooming ho~~e for 
ERIC GALT from Chicago, Illinois, and that he is unable to 
recall the sender. He remembered this package being d~­
livered inasmuch as GALT was not at the rooming house when 
the package arrived and that he kept the package in his 
room until GALT returned. He said that GALT did not open 
the package in his presence and that he took it to hi~ 
room and~ therefore, he is unable to state what merchandi~e 
was in the boxo He described the box as approximately ten 
inches in height by 18 inches by 24 inches and weighilllg 
approximately 25 pounds. He said that a day or so later 9 

GALT said to him that he was not happy with the merchandise 
he had received and was returning it to the sendero He ~~id 
that GALT did not ask him for any wrapping paper, nor did 
he see him leave the rooming house with the box. 

Mr. CHERPES said that during the latter part of 
March, 1968, he received a business-type letter addres~~d 
to ERIC GALT at his address. He said that this letter con­
tained what he believed to be a check for Mr. GALT and that 
it was also from the same company in Chicago, Illinois which 
had mailed the above described box to GALT. He said th~t he 
held this letter for one or two days and, thereafter, m~~k~d 
it "Not here" and returned it to the U.S. Post Offic<eo IWir .. 
CHERPES described the envelope in which the letter or ~he~k 
cane as a business-type envelope, thin, blue in color~ 
window-type. 

Mr. CHERPES said that to the best of his mem~ry 
he believed that ERIC GALT left his residence on Thursday 
or Friday evening. He said that a few days prior to ~AL! 9

~ 

departure he had a conversation with ERIC GALT, at which ti~~ 
he said to CHERPES that he had a possible job on a boat at 
Pascagoula, Mississippi~ He said that GALT said he h~d 
made a telephone call concerning this possible employment 
and the following day GALT advised CHERPES tbat he h~d 
confirmed this employment and that he would be leavi~g ~nd 
was going to Mobile, Alabama. He said GALT told him h~ ~~d 
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no current address which he could leave in order that his 
mail could be forwarded, but that he would send him a 
forwarding address, which he failed to do. 

Mr~ CHERPES pointed out that at no time previou~ 
or since has he observed ERIC GALT and, further, he is un~bl~ 
to remember any other correspondence he may have rec~ived 
while at the rooming house. 

Mr. CHERPES pointed out that GALT remained t@ 
himself most of the time and did not mix with other t~~~nt~c 
He wa~ always neatly dressed in sport-type, as well as bu~ine~~­
type9 clotheso He said that GALT was approximately 30 t~ 35 
years in age, approximately five feet ten inches in heig~t 9 

weiched from 170 to 175 pounds, had medium brown hair ~hi~~ 
he combed straight back with no part, fair complexion, ~~d 
thin buildc 

Mre CHERPES said that he was unable to remember if 
he had ever seen GALT with any other person leaving t~~ roomi~~ 
house and was unable to say who his acquaintances 9 a~~@~i~t~~ @r 
any other individuals GALT may have known in Birmingh~~ 9 ~l~b~~~ 
might be. He said that GALT would on occasions watch t~l@vi~i@~ 
in the TV room and that possibly some of the other gue~t~ wh@ 
were there during the same time as GALT may have talked ~1th 
GALT or be, in a position to furnish additional information 
concerning his activities. Mr. CHERPES said that he kn@w~ 
ERIC GALT and could identify him should he see him agai~ o~ 
if he should return to the rooming house. 
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FBI ATLANTA 

·23 7 AM URGE NT 4/ 15 /68 L'~G 

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS,. BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES 

FR OM AT LANT A (44-23 86) 2P 

MJRK IN. /' 
·JIMMY D. GARNER, OPERATOR OF ROOMING HOUSE AT ONE ONE 

THREE FOURTEENTH STREET NE, ATLANTA ADVISED A SOU HCE THAT ABOUT 

ONE WEEK AGO, A NICE LOOKING WELL DRESSED YOUNG MAN, WHO HAS A 

ROOM AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS, ADVISED GARNER THAT HE WOULD BE GONE FOR 

OVER A WEEK, AND WANTED TO ST ORE SOME OF HIS PERSONAL THINGS IN 

A R OOM HE HAD RENTED • 

SOURCE ADVISED THAT ROOM RENTED BY MAN FQR THIS PURPOSE 

CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

DESK, ON TOP OF WHICH IS LARGE PORTABLE TV SET, BROWN, 

ZENITH, ALL CHANNEL MODEL NO. TWO Two ZERO FIVE - SIX, MARKED" 

FOURTEEN N T\iiENTY ~HREE, WITH HANDLE ON TOP AND CONTROLS ON FRONT. 
l 

PAMPHLET ON OF DESK NEAR TV SET ENTITLED "WHAT IS 
.. ----

A TWENTY FIVE PAGE PRINTED B08KLET. 

EASY CHAIR WITH MAPS OF CITY OF ATLANTP1, ONE OF WHICH 

WAS FR OM FILL I NG ST AT I ON BE ARI NG NO MAHKS OR NOTATIONS. SECOND MAP 

WAS CQT\'JMERCIALLY PREPARED AND LARGE ENOUGH TO SHOW ADDITIONAL 

DETAILS. THIS MAP HAD FOUR AREAS OF ATLANT CIRCLED AS FOLLOWS: -h-lfo? 
END PAGE ONE 
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AREA OF PONCE DE LEON TERRACE AND HIGHLAND VIEW 

AREA OF FOURTEENTH STREET AND PEACHTREE 

AREA OF ROCK STREET -AND HOPE OR SHOPE TERRACE 

AREA OF AUBURN AVENUE AND COURTLAND STREET 

ALSO IN THE ROOM IS A FOUR BY FIVE SHEET FROM 

/ 

CLEANERS: FRENCHS MUSTARD; ONE LB. BOX C AND H CANE SUGAR; OPEN 

30X NABISCO SALTINE COOKIES; COFFEE CUP, MADE IN JAPAN; 3READ 

·jKNI,; ELECTRIC COFFEE WARMER; BLUE CLIP-ON TIE. 

. IN THE DESK WERE SEVERAL MAPS FROM VARIOUS STATES INCLUDING 

ARIZONA, LOUISIANA AND SOUTHEASTERN US; DIRTY WATER GLASS. 

END 

DHB 

'F3I MEMPHIS 

i
·/t.'. . . 

:. 
'. 
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FBI MEMPHIS 

FBI A~NTA 

637AM~l5/68 URGENT LWG 

TO· DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, DETROIT, LOS ANGELC:S, 

MEMPHIS 

FR OM AT LA NT A C 4 4- 2 3 8 6 ) 5 P 

MJRK IN. 

.,.._ _,_. 111 #II lT l 11 r· Ill ...... 

EXHAUSTIVELY LATE.EVENING THREE FOURTEEN AND EARLY MORNING THREE 

FIFTEEN INSTANT. DURING INTERVIEW NAME OF SUSPECT GALT NOT MENTIONED 

TO HIM BUT VOLUNTEERED BY HIM AS INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD RECENTLY CHECKED 

OJT WITHOUT COMPLETING WEEK FOR WHICH HE PAID IN ADVANCE. ' COMPLETE 

HEVIEW OF ROO;'iING HOUSE RECORDS FAILED TO LOCATE REGISTRATION FOR 

GALT. WHEN QUESTIONED GARNER ALLEGED THIS AN OVERSIGHT DUE TO HIS 

HAVING BEEN PAID BY GALT WHILE AWAY FROM LOCATION WHERE RECORDS KEPT. 

GARNER STATES GALT ARRIVED AT ROOMING HOUSE APPROXIMATELY SIX P~ 
/ 

APRIL FIVE LAST DRIVING A BLACK CAR PROBABLY A FORD. NINETEEN SIXTY / 

TW:) OR SIXTY THREE MODEL. GALT FIRST CONTACTED ANOTHER TENNANT, F~·~4 --- .. ..__ ________ ....._ ___ ~---
' t l ti. tlllP:iJI UidJ ll JI .11·•·1· 9U:r Mlt BnQ t ft. __. ~~m,,.'»+"', 

C. JONES, ROOM NO. QNE. ... ~HO DIRECTED HIM TO GARNER. . AT THIS TIME GALT 
• , hr -

SAID HIS H0:'1E WAS IN CAROLINAS BUT HAD BEEN WORKING IN ANOTHER STATE. 

THIS OFFERED IN APPARANT EXPLANATION OF LICENSE TAG ON CAR FROM __ -------~·",.. . . . --·-
END PAGE ONE 

G 
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PAGE TWO 

DIFFERENT STATE, POSSIBLY TENNESSEE, GARNER NOT SURE. GALT CLAIMED 

TO BE A WELDER. BUT DID NOT INDICATE JOB IN ATLANTA. 
-

GALT DESCRIBED BY GARNER AS W/M, THIRTY TWO TO TH_IRTY FIVE, 

FIVE ELEVEN, ONE NINETY POUNDS, DARK BROWN OH BLACK ___ H}t.lJL.;t~lTn 
""""' I ... Q n• fil 1'11-k·~!llitiiill:l~f~··,;.,...4:!,;;...•,~,,---1•~C..-.·•·· .. ,1 .,,,~.,•- '"''' :·',,"-, •~ SJ.,,,.~•,~~~.:::-~~'>; J •• ~ ... --~~,, .... ,,,.,-,., •• ~- ·'.~ ,k.'!",i_~'\•~'.' ,"'-ik;:';"v:,'"fr,'.•"'·•.T'i; ··,:ri)".• 1··· . 

3RUSH cur, BLUE EYES, ff£DIUM OUTDOOR COMPLEXION, SOUTHERN 

PCCENT, NO DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OR CHARACTERISTICS, NO 

AND WAS IN CASUAL DRESS DU RI NG STAY. GALT ASKED FOR SINGLE 

:lJIET ROOM. GARNER 'STATED NO SUCH ROOM THEN AVAILABLE AND PUT 

HIM 1EMPOR,A.!!,!,~, I-~~w, .. ~_?M FIV~ AT, O~._z~r~~-"~N-I~~~~~~H ST. 
4t Mi 

THIS A DOUBLE ROOM WHERE GALT REMAINED UNTIL SUNDAY APRIL SEVE~ 

lk':-{EN HE MOVED TO ROOM SIX AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH ST. 
' . -, ·- _,, ·. ;, . .' ~; .,: .... ,,. , ••• ,,;..-;,,,,: ,, , ••• ,;,., , _, •,;:.: ,, 1.- f:'>•",-d, ,:,, . .,_,,,~.,···:.,~. "•""'::t1-."'-'•"".'-,~:~·-h~-,.,. •·'f•''~.f,.~~~'''"' ~-,s;· .- .,· ., , .--•~,.,. .,-"'. ,. •'·\/·'"\"?--.'t .,.,, .. _.,,,1-~"':,,'1','~,~f;'L,-, ·,.11,::,_ :•,, • ,, , .·, .-._.,-:. 

GARNER OBSERVED GALT MOVE POSSESSIONS NOTING NO LUGGAGE WITH 
/ 

POSSESSIONS IN PAPER BAG OR sax. 

ON APRIL SEVEN, HAROLD G. ANOE ON, EMPLOYEE, ALBERT PICK MOTEL,~ 

FOURTEENTH AND ~l~-~-... _sT":_1,,.
1
,.1.lb~tlI~.i.,., ... :aRou~HT To ROOM ING HOUSE sy 

JONES AND ASSIGNED ROOM NUM3ER TWO AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH ST. 

GARNER NOTED GALT AND ANDERSON BECAME FRIENDLY BUT NOTHING TO 
\ 

IND IC ATE PRIOR AC QUAINT ANCESHIP. 

ON APRIL NI NE AT ABOUT NI NE PM GALT AND ANDERSON CAME TO GARNER'S 

ROOM STATING WERE CHECKING OUT. BOTH APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN DRINKING. 

G.4LT STATED HAD RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FR0:'1 FRIEND IN MICHIGAN 

TrlAT WELDERS 3EING PAID 3ETTER MONEY THERE AND HE AND ANDERSON LEAVING 

TrtAT NIGHT FOR tt: ICHI GAN. ANOE RS ON HOPED T J GET ON AS wELDE R'S HELPER. 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

• 
ANDERSON RECEIVED PARTIAL REFUND FROM TWO WEEKS ADVANCE RENT. GALT 

DID NOT ASK FOR REFUND, ALTHOUGH PAID THROUGH APRIL ELEVEN, SLIT 

DID RECEIVE DEPOSIT ON KEY. GARNER RETURNED WITH GALT AND ANOERSON 

TO ANDERSON'S ROO~ WHERE HE SECURED ROOM KEYS AND NOTED BEER BOTTLES 

PRESUMING THEY HAD BEEN DRINKING THERE. WHILE GARNEK DID NOT 

03SE:RVE DEPARTURE, ANDERS ON AND GALT GONE FOLLOWING MORN I NG 

PRESUMA3L Y IN GALT' S CAR AS ANDERS ON NOT KNOWN T- /HAVE AUTOM 03ILE. 

ROOMING HOUSE REGISTRATION FOR ANDERSON SHOW ROLD G. ANDEHSON·, --+----·--~:~·~~, .... ~~t<":'-, ',·· (_ 

NO CITY SHOWN, WITH NEXT OF KIN AS G.F. AND SON, FATHER, .ATLANTA~ 
.. ~··· -•~---·--------·•-~-•-·•·- ,-,,,..-,•>''"N•M••e·· .• ,.•,.c,--.~~-•• ,,.,,, .• , .. ,-,.,,_...,<S"~·--•••"':;.;::;.:. • ;:;;:a.......,,,,,__,, ___ ,., .. , ........ _ ... ,,.,,,.,... __ ,__,_, 

GA. TEL. NO. FOUR FOUR EIGHT DASH FOUR SIX SEVEN TWO. GARNER DESCRIBED 

ANDERSON AS W/M, AGE FORTY, FIVE NINE, ONE FIFTY FIVE TO ONE SIXTY 
=••t -' /• - •,('<\-.,C' ••,•"'•• ••.-.. ., , • 'v 

LIGHT BROWN HAIR, MEDIUM TO FAIR COMPLEXION. ANDERSON CLAI~ED TO. t3.~, 
.,;".'"·' ,.,, .. 

FRffl DOLOT'Tf," ~-A·;•·-~·,~A,NDE,Rs o"N .. ,O-NL y TENNANT IDE NT lFIED B~ GARNER As 
#:1 r- ,-.-,..-'¼~-~~•-·M';.f~,~~ -BEING FRIENDLY WITH GALT HOwEVER ALL CONTEMPORAay TENNANTS IDENTIFIED 

AND WILL BE INTER VIE WED. 

DURING INTERVIEW GARNER STATED COULD NOT RECALL GALT'S FIRST NAME 

BUT VOLUNTEERED HAD OBSERVED MAIL ON TABLE AT ROOMING HOUSE FOR GALT 

AND ACCOMPANIED AGENTS TO LOCATION OF MAIL WHERE Two LETTERS AND 

PACKAGE ADDRESSED TO ERIC GALT WERE 03SERVED' AS PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED 

BUREAU. NOTED THAT P-ACKAGE POSTMARKED APR! ONE, SIXTY EIGHT. 

GARNER VOLUNTEERED HIS SISTER, -~ROBBIE Lr- VISITED HIM FRIQAY.~ 

ffi SATURDAY LAST AT WHICH TIME SHE THUM3ED THROUGH MAIL NOTING 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO GALT. SHE THEM COMMENTED THIS WAS SAME 

END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

NAME AS SUSPECT IN KING MURDER. GARNER STATED HE DID NOT FEEL IT 

WAS LIKELY HIS ROOMER WAS IDENTICAL JITH THIS SUSPECT ANJ THUS DID 

NOT FEEL COMPELLED TO ADVISE ANYONE A'30UT, IT. 

THROUGHOUT INTERVIEi GARNEH MAINTAINED HE NEITHER SA:i>l NOR HEARD , 

i ' 

OF GALT PRIOR TO APRIL FIVE LAST AND KNEW NOTHING T] INDICATE GALT 
\ 

HAD ANY CONNECTION WITH-ANYONE AT ROOMING HOUSE PRICH TO ARRIVAL. 

HE WAS UNABLE, TO OFFER ANY EXPLANATION AS TO WHY GALT WOULD 

RECEIVE MAIL ADDRESSED TO HIM AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH ST BEARING 

APRIL ONE POSTMARK WHEN HE DID NOT MOVE IN UNTIL APRIL FIVE. GARNER 

STATED GALT LEFT NOTHING WITH HIM FOR STORAGE AND NOTHING LEFT IN 

ROOM. GARNER STATED ROOMS FOUR AND FtVE ARE RESERVED FOR STORAGE 

3UT CONTAIN NOTHING 3UT LINEN AND POSSIBLY A FEW ITE~'iS OF NO VALUE 

LE FT BE HI ND BY RO OM E RS • 

NOT POSSI3LE TO PURSUE WITH GARNER CONTENTS OF LOCKED ROOM 

WHICH CONTAINS TV WITHOUT RISK OF COMPROMISING SOURCE. THIS IS ROOM 

FOUR. ROOM FIVE AT ONE ZERO SEVEN FOURTEENTH ST. NOT RENTED SINCE 

VACATED BY GALT BUT CLEANED· BY MAID ·WEDNESDAY APRIL TEN. 

ROOM SIX AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH ST. RENTED APRIL THIRTEEN TO 

NSW TENNANT PRIOR TO CLEAN UP l3Y MAID. BED MAKE UP BY NEW 

TENNANT AND SHEETS USED BY· GALT o·oTAINED DURING PROCESSING OF R00~1 

WITH GAHNER'S CONSENT. ALL ITEr11S OF POSSI3LE VALUE BEING FURNISH£D 

BUREAU. 
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