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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

- ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .
'__h"Copy to:
Report of: RAYMOND Bs HOWE Office: Kansas City
Date: 12/13/68
"fﬁddommﬁhhh; bh=760 Bureau File No.: 44-38861
L itk ~ JAMES EARL RAY;

“DRa MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
(DECBASED) ~ VICTIM

7 Charaeter CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY
o UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY

FBIL Flngerprlnt Examiner GEQRGE BONEBRAKE onducted a

week-long seminar to law enforcement of fiders from the
south(bntral Kansas area at WLchlta, Kansas .during November, 1968,
An artiele eoneerning this semlnar and BONEBRAKE's activities in ,
the JAMES EARL RAY case appeared in the Wichita Beacon Newspaperttéz'

September 12, 1968+ Alsc in this newspaper on October 16, L3968,
it revealsd that JAMES EARL RAY's attorney complained that
. preseecution witnesses have made publlc statements comderning w his
" elients Beoth articles set forths On October 24, 1968, Ju ge
" BATTLE, Criminal Court, Memphisy Tennessee, signed a petltlon
requlrlng Examiner BONEBRAKE appear on December 6, 1968, to show
cause why he should not be heard in contempt of court, Interviews
with law enforcement officials attending semlnar held by BONEBRAKE-I
" in Wighita set fortha

" . “”f‘f

DETAILS:

The following article under tie heading "Identlfylng
King Assassin Suspect Explained” appegred in the Wichita
Beacon Newspaper, Wiehita, Kansas, of September 17, 1968, The
artiele was wrlitien by BERNLIE WARD./ Beacon Staff erterb and
states as follows: 7

docume: it and
. t containg neither tecemmendatmns nov conciusions of the FBI. It iy the property of the FBI and is loaned {o your agency;
: This e its contenis ave not to be distributed outside your agency.
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"One man sitting in a Memphis, Tenn,, jail cell
knows only too well what kind of an expert George Bonebrake
iSa

"James Earl Ray, awaiting trial as the accused assassin
of Dr, Martin Luther King last sprlng, ig in that cell largely
© through the efferts of Bonebrakea

"Bonebrake, one of the FBI“s most pespected fingerprint
experts, is in Wiehita conducting a seminar on flngerprlnt
identifieation for area law enforcement agencies,

"Following the assassination of Dr, King, Bonebrake led
the search through thousands of fingerprints on file at the
Washington, D:C., FBI headquarters for the 1dent1flcat10n
of the killer.

"After Ray was arvested earlier this summer in Londen,
England, Bonebrake was the government's star witness in the
extradition proeeedings that followed, And it was his
expert testimony that identified the man being held by
Seotland Yard as the fugitive -~ James Earl Ray.,

"During the pause in the seminar here Wednesday,
Bonebrake, & gquiet, unassuning man g discussed the Ray case
and others he has been involved in durlng his 27 years
with the FBI,

"i1My testimony in the extradition hearing was two-fold,'
Bonebrake said, 'singe Ray was refusmng to admit his true
identity.

"'I was able to testify that the latent prlnts we found in
Mamphls matched those taken of the man arrested in London,
and that the same prints matched those taken of James Earl
Ray while he was at the Missouri Penitentiary,

"'Tharef@rasi Bonebrake continued, 'My testimony tended
to implicate him in the murder of Dr. King as well as 1dent1fy
him as ths figutive wanted for escaping from the Missouri prison,®
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"Bonebrake plcked up a large chart showing side-by-gide
blow=-ups of two fingerprints. 'This one,' he pointed to a
blurred photo of a flngerprlnt, 'is- a latent print, or one
which was found at a crime scenes The other is an ink print,
‘one taken from a suspect when he was arggsteda

Mtyhen I am called to testify in court, I point out
to the juwry how the two are identicals

¥iThis is what I did in London. I was able te shew that
the latent prints obtained in Memphis, the ones taken in
Lendon and the ones taken of Ray at the Missouri prison were
all the ' same.’

, "Bonebrake said FBI agents obtained Ygood' latent prints -
from.a rifle believed used to kill Dr.. Klng, from a telescopic
sight on the rifle and from a pair of blnoculars found at
the scenes . -

"!This was & real break for us,' he said. ‘We had
geveral nanes to go on but we didn't know which one was
eorrent,

j ‘"'Ray had purchased a car under the name of Gault, bought
' the rifle under another name and reglstered at the flophouse
in’ Memphlﬁ using the name John Willard,® .
"Gnee the Matent prints were obtained, he said, an
exhaustive comparison search was launched of thousands of
prints of known offenders and known fugitivés,

"iThis way," Bonebrake added, 'We were able to come up
with Ray's name and-eventually to identify him in London;'
P s S N . : )
N . .
"Bonebrake said he anticipated going to Memphis to
testlfy en the fingerprint 1dent1flcatmon during Ray's
‘upeeming trmalu A

“iThere's no doubt in my mind that he (Ray) at least
handled the murder weapon,' Bonebrake cemmented.
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"During the week-long seminar here, Bonebrake is
instrueting lawmen from several South Central Kansas police
and sheriff's departments on the proper 1dent1flcatlon
of . Latent prints. .

"The elass is designed to teach 6fficers to go to a crime
: soena and develop the crlme scene’ or latent prints using
varlous ppogessasé

“Wednesday, the law officers compared latent prints
found at a prepared crime scene with those of known offenders
“and established identifications. Today, they were instructed
on the means of preparing that evidence for trial., Friday
they :will present the evidence during a mock trial?

On Oc¢tober 16, 1968, the following story under the
heading "Bea¢on Story Ignites Ray Trial Controversy" appeared
in the Wighita Beaecon Newspaper. This article was also written
by BERNIE WAAD and states as follows:

"A front=page story in the Wichita Beacon on Sept. 12
has beedhe this center of a controversy in Memphis, Tenns s
over pabllc statements made by the defense and prosecution
in the kase of James Earl Ray, accused assassin of Dr, Martin

© Luther King..

“The Beacon story quoted FBI flngerprlnt expert .
George Bonebrakeﬁ the agent who identified Ray at an %{
extradition hearing in .London last summer, as saying: here
is no doubt in my mind that he(Ray) at least handled the
murder weapons' o

, “In a story today in the Memphis Tenn,, Commercial
“lAppeaL, Ray's attorney, Arthur J, Hanes, charged that a court
order restrieting pre-trial publicity in the case, ‘protects

the prosecution and only muzzles the defense,’

%Hanes cited specifically The Beacon interview story
here with Bonebrake as an example of prosecution witnesses
who have made publie statements 'convmctlng my-client and
we have had no chance to counter them,' .

b
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" On Septs 30, Hanea, private detective Renfro Hays,
hired by the defense, and two Memphis reporters, Roy
Hamilton of the Memphis Press = Scimitar and Charles
Edmundson of the Commercial Appeal were cited for contempt
of court for trial-=related statements made outside of court,

YW, Preston Battle, criminal court judge in Tennessee's
Shelby County, issued the contempt citations.

“The contempt findings came after complaints Hanes
and Hays had veiced about the unusually strict guard placed
S on Rays The twe newsman reported the complaints

- in their Memphis papers.

"Hanes had complained the strict security surrounding his -
elient had threatened Ray's sanity and called the security
measures 'cruel and unuswal punishment..

"Last week, Time Magazine in reporting the conflict
between Judge Battle and the four defendants in the centempt
action, reported Hanes also had talked to the press about the
pessibility of Communist conspiracy in the King murder,

"The Time report sald that Judge Battle had found no

viclation ¢f Ray's w»ights and had described the security ;
precautions as 'reasonable’, '

¥The Judge further stat@d that outuof-court suggestlons t
that Ray's sanity may be in danger were ‘extremely preaudmemal
and censtltute a elear and present danger' to picking an
impartial Jjury and heolding a fair trial,

"In issuing the contempt.citation Battle found statements,
by Hanes and Hays and the subsequent news stories by the two
reporters were violation -of his order prohlbltlng any 3
prejudicial eutzofncourt dlSCUSSlORﬁ ef this cases %

"In today's story in the Memphis Commercial Appeal, Hanes
referred extensively to the interview here with Bonebrake. :,
The FBI expert was here to conduct a seminar on firgerprint |3
identification for local law enforcement agencies., i
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"At that time, Bonebrake told a Beacon reporter he had
testified at the Ray extradition hearing that _Fhe latent
fmngerprlnts we found in Memphis matched those 'taken of the
man arresited in London and that the same prints matched
those taken of James Earl Ray whlle he was at the Mlssourl
penltentlarya _

"I Therefore, my testimony tended to implicate him in
the muvrder of Dr. King as well as identify him as éhe
fugitive wanted for escaping from the Missouri prison,°®

"Bonebrake also stated that FBI agents. had obtained
geod' latent prints from a rifle believed used to kill
Dr, King, frem a telescopic sight on the rife and from a
palr of binoculawrs all found abandoned near the Memphis

- erime scene.

"In the Commercial Appeal Store, Hanes referred to
Bonebrakd's statements as an example of how Judge Battle's

or limiting pre-trial publicity has dlfferent effects on the .3y .°

dafense and prosecutxona

"He added that any effort at successfully llmltlng the
press would have to be at a nation=wide level,

YA reporter for the Commerc1al Appeal told The Beacon
an attempt had been made to contact Bonebrake but te
Washingten, D«Cs, FBI office said the fingerprint expert was
out of town and eould not be reached,

"The reporter also said Hanes told him he received a
copy of The Beaceon story in the mail from an unidentified
sender, apparently from Wichita.

"Hanes, a Birmingham, Ala,, attorney, is in Memphis
continuing his investigation of items of evidence the state
is expected to introduce when Ray goes to trial Nev. 12,

"The beacon today aftempted to contact Hanes at his Memphis
motel for comment on his charges against the court but the
attorney could not be reached."”
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On October 24, 1968, Judge W, PRESTON BATTLE,
Criminal Court of Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee, signed
a petition requiring that Examiner BONEBRAKE appear before
that court on December 6, 1968, to show cause why he should
not be held in contempt of court, This action was taken
in eonnection with an article appearing in the Wichita,Kansas,

. Beacon Newspaper concerning a police school conducted by Mr.
‘BONEBRAKE S

eptember 9 - 13, 1968, at Wichita, Kansas.
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Majoer CLYDE BEVIS, Records Division, Wichita, Kansas
Police Departmnt, said he had requested the FBI conduct an
advanced fingerprint school for the Wichita Police Department
with the understanding officers from surrounding law enforcement
agencies would be invited. Major BEVIS recalled this school

- was. held at the police academy of ¢he Wichita Police Departmmt

durlng middle of September, 1968,

Major BEVIS said that in the *egular course of
business he notified members of the news media he encountered
at police headquarters of the school being in session and
suggested they might like to cover it. He specifically
recalled talking to OLLIE THOMPSON, News Director of TV
Station KTIVH and BERWIE WARD, a renorierfbr the Wichita Beacon. -
THOMPSON made no cormitment when he weuld try to cover the
school. WARD declared he would appear at the school at 2:00 ‘ﬁ,

Tuesday, September 10, 1968, Major BEVIS commented he
. .arranged to be at the classrcom at the time specified by

WARD, however, WARDdid not appear. On Wednesday, September
11, 1968 BEVIS said he was notified by some member of the .
tralnlno staff of the Wichita Police Department that WARD had
apreared at the classroom. BEVIS instructed that Lieutenant
JORDON JOHES, introduce WARD to Iqstructor BOHEBRAKE and help:
WARD with any coverage he desired.

- BEVIS declared it was his understandlﬂrthe 1nstﬂuct10n
being prOV1ded by Mr. BONEBRAKE was for the benefit of law ‘
enforcement officers alone and not available for menbers

of the press or others. He gave specific instructions that
nembers of the press not be invited to attend any of the
classroom sessions and he feels confident that had any -
nenber of the news media trled to enter the classroom while
the instructions were being glven he would have been
immediately notified.

BEVIS said he had no further contact with the
class or members of the press. When the article appeared
in the Wichita Beacon on September 12,1968, he was shocked

11/18/68 Wichita, Kansas - . KC 44760
On at File#.
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2
at its contents and without checking the accuracy of the
facts expressed his displeasure to WARD on the day after
publication. BEVIS observed that WARD was invited to
do an article on the school, not on the background of the
instructor or the RAY case. WARD'S only comment was,
"Well that's news."

9
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Lieutenant RALPH E. GREEN, 1017 West 3rd Street,
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he is employed by the El Dorado
Department of Public Safety and attended an aivanced fingerprint
school sponsored by the Wichita, Kansas Police Department
during the second week of September, 1968. Lieutenant GREEN
saild the class was taught by Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAKE of the FBI,
and lasted for one week. ‘

Lieutenant GREEN saidthe class was for law.enforcement
officers only and he never cbserved any reporters or people
from the news media in the class room during the class sessions.
Lieutenant GREEN said the only time he saw anyone from the

- news media was a KTVH-TV cameraman, who took some pictures
of Mr. BONEBRAKE, but this was during one of thelr recesses
and nothing was said cn this eccasion regarding the RAY case.

’ Lieutenant GREEN said he at no time heard My, o«
BONEBRA:\E discuss the RAY case with reporters or members

of the class durlng a recess. According to Lieutenant

GREEN the only time he did hear Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the

RAY case was during class and he did recall Mr. BONEBRAKE

say that he had testified in England“at the extradition
proceedings and his testimony was that he had compared the
latent flngerprlnts obtained from evidence in Memphis, "
Tennessee, with known fingerprints ofJAMuS EARL RAY and found .
they were identical.

Lieutenant GREEN said Mr. BO\IEBRAKL cau‘t:.oned the -
members of the class not to discuss anything regarxding the
RAY case or information he had furnished during the class.

11/19/68 E1 Dorado, Kansas . KC uy~-760
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O0fficer LEE M. PADDOCK,JR., 325 West Towanda,
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he is employed by the El1 Dorado
Department of Public Safety and attended a ;e week advanced
fingerprint school in Wichita, Kansas during the second
week of September, 1968, which was sponsored by the Wichita
Police Department and taught by Mr. GEORGE BONLBRAKE of the
FBI.

PADDOCK said he is qulte certain no members of the
press, television or radio were permitted to attend the
class and the only time he saw anyone connected with the
news media in the classroom was during a recess when- a

television cameraman tock some film footage.

- PADDOCK said he never was present or never observed
"Mr. BONEBRAKE talking to newsmen other than the above mentioned

~ television -cameraman and never heard Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the
RAY case with newsmen or members of the class during a recess.

-~ . PADDOCK said Mr. BONEBRAKE did speak.briefly about
‘the RAY case during the class. He told the class he had
testified at the extradition proceedings in England and

his testimony concerned the finding of latent fingerprints
on a gun in Memphis and the comparison of these latent
fingerprints with the known fingerprints of JAMES EARL
- . RAY, which established that RAY was the person whohad been
i arrested in England and also the person whose flngerprlnts
were found on the gun. :

‘. ) PADDOCK said Mr. BONEBRAKE cautioned the members

" - of the class not to discusz the case outside the classroom
and PADDOCK said he #id not hear either Mr., BONEBRAKE or any
member of the class dlscuss the case, _

-~
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MORRIS HERRON, Valley Center Police Officer, recalled
attending a school on the subject of fingerprints conducted by
a Mr, BONEBRAKE, of the FBI, at the Police Academy, Wichita,
Kansas, during early part of September, 1968.

HERRON said he was present at every session and
did not hear Mr. BONEBRAXE or any member of the class conduct
a press conference or have any contact with the press on any
subject other than the school itself., Mr. HERRON recalled
representatives of the news media being at the school. He
thought it was the last day, Friday, September 13, 1968, on
the occasion of the graduation of the class members. At this
tlme he observed strangers arcund the halls of the academy with -
movie cameras, therefore, concluded'mej were television cameramen.
He did not recognize any of these persons. He could not remember
if Mr. BONEBRAKE was present at the school at this time.

HERROH was most emphatic in recalllng no members
of the press were in the closed meetings of the school wherein
Mr. BOHEBRAKE instructed on the subject of fingerprints.

: At an early date of the schocl, exact date not
recalled, HERRON menticned some member of the class asked
a direct question of BOHEBRAKE concerning the use of latent -
fingerprints in the JAMES EARL RAY case. In response it this:
question, BONEBRAKE observed he had testified in the hearing
of RAY at London, Lngland, earlier in the year thet fingeroprints
were introduced tc establish the identity of RAY. BONLBRAKE
elaborated on this point to the extent he mentioned he had
testified that known prints of RAY from Missouri State
Penitentiary were identical with the questioned prints of
the suspect in custody of the English authorities.

HERRON recalled BONEBRAKE declined to discuss this
case further mentlonlng scmething to the effect this was still
a pending case and FBI policy did not permit the public dlscloaure
of such information. :

On 11/19/68 4 Valley Center, Kansas File#__ KC 44=-760
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HERRON volunteered he had read the article P
appearing in the Wichita Beacon of about September 12, 1968,
and he did not hear BONEBRAKE or a member of the fingerprint
class mention such facts to the press.

13
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Officer CHARLES F. STEWART, Department of Public
Safety, El Dorado, Kansas, home address, 113 East 5th Street,
El Dorado, Kansas, advised he attended an advanced flnaerorlnt

school sponsored by the Wichita, XKansas Police Departament during\

the second week of September, 1968. STEWART said the class was
taught. by. Mr. GHORGE 5ONEBRAKE of the FBI and-lasted for one
week

STEWART said the class was restrxcted to members

of law enforcement agencies only and he never observed any

member of the press, radio or television in the classroom

during the time the class was in session. Mr. STEWART said
about the next to last day of the class he recalled a telavision
cameraman taking some pictures, but did not hear or obserwe Mr
BONEBRAKE maLe any statements on this occasion about the RAY
case. . ~-

STE%ART said he atrn time heard Mr. BONEBRAKE dlscuss
the RAY case with members of the news media or members of the
class during recesses. STEWART said the only time he heard
Mr. BONEBRAKE discuss the RAY case was during class and this
was only to illustrate a point in how latent fingerprints
could be used to identify an individual with a crime., STEWART
said Mr, BONEBRAKE did mention that he had testified in the

extradition proceedings in England to identify RAY as the person .

who was identical with the individual who had been in the
penitentiary as JAMES EARL RAY in Missouri and alsc identical
with the .person whose fingerprints were found on a weapon found
near the crlne scene in Memphis, Tenneosee.

STEWART sald Mr. BONEBRAKE told the class he did
not want them to discuss anything he had told them about the
RAY case outside the classroonm.

. 1i/19/68  E1l Dorado, Kansas . KC 4h-760
af. - i File #
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The foilowing investigation was conducted by-
Special Agent EUGENE VW, RUIZ:

AT WICHITA, KANSAS:-

Lieutenant JORDAN JONES, Laboratory Investigator,
Wichita Police Department, advised November 19, 1968, he was
in attendance at the school in which Mr., BONEBRAKE lectured.
He stated there were no members of the press in the class,
He stated that he assisted BONEBRAKE in every way he could
and he was the person who introduced a member of the press,
whose name he did not recall, to BONEBRAKE. He stated that
at this time the class took a break and BONEBRAKE spoke to this
member of the press for a very short period of time. JONES
stated he could not remember what was discussed. JONES stated
he did recall, however, that after he read the newspaper article
concerning BONEBRAKE and the RAY casey, he wondered- how the press
agent could have written such a complete article concerning his
interview with BONEBRAKE when he had been with him such a short
time., JONES mtated he was with BONEBRAKE. during the breaks in the
event he could be of any assistance, and no furthermess inguiries
were made. JONES stated the only other occasion when the news
media came was when a local television station took photographs
of BONEBRAKE. JONES stated that at no time did he hear BONEBRAKE
discuss anything concerning the RAY case with any of the news
media. JONES stated that during the class BONEBRAKE told them
how the latent prints had been identified with those of RAY
and how many elimination prints they had. He stated BONEBRAKE
also stated he had testified to the identification of RAY'S.
prints, but furnished no details. :
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e ART STONE, Chlef of Security, Wichita State University,
adv1sed that while he was a member of the Sedgwick County Sheriff's
Offlce, Wichita, he attended a fingerprint school held in Wichita,

- which was operated by GEORGE BONEBRARE of the Identification Division
of the FBI. He said the school was held in about Sopiember, 1368, and
only duly accredited law enforcement officers were in attendance
at this school. . -

STONE said that during one break perlod in this school
he saw a local newspaper reporter being introduced to Mr. BONEBRAKE"
by an unrecalled member of the Wichita, Kansas Police Department.
STONE said he was not certain, but thought this reporter might
be BERNIE WARD., He said although he did not hear the entire
conversation between this person and BONEBRAKE, he thought he heard
this person obtalnlng background information regarding BONEBRAKE.
He said he did not hear any conversation between these two
regardlng the JAMES EARL- RAY case.

N STONE did adv1se that BONEBRAKE c10 mention the FAY
case after receiving an inquiry from . someone in the fingerprint
cdass. In this connection he explained to the class how latenis
and partiel latents received from various sources and seemingly
unrelated at the time they were obtained later turn out to be -
related matters and excellent evidence material. BONEBRAKE
did mention that he had travelled to London, Engbnd in connection
with the RAY case to testify that the fingerprints of the man
in custody there were identical with the known fingerprints of
JAMES EARL RAY who had escaped from the Missouri State Prison,
Jefferson City, Missouri. He said he is certain BONEBRAKE only
mentioned the RAY case to show some of the conditions a'flngerpﬂlnt
man would work under and the ne08551tv of cbtaining and nalntclnlng
prlnis.

. STONE said the RAY case was only one of many :
illustrations used by BONEBRAKE for denonstratlons in the class,
to make a point about a certain phase or item in the training. He
sald BOJEBRAKB did not dlscuss the RAY case at any length and’
always cautioned the persons in tne class about any further o
‘discussion .of this mater. g ‘

11/19/868 Wichita, Kansas - KC 44-760
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Detective Sergeant DEAN BERG, Sedgwick County
Sheriff's O0ffice, furnished the following information:

' He recently attended a fingerprint school in Wichita,
Kangas at which time GEORGE BONEBRAKE c¢f the FBI was the instructor.
He saild no newspaper reporters were in attendance at this school
since it was for law enforcement officials only.

- He saild that on about the third or fourth day of

the school he saw an unknown man talking to BONEBRAKE and he was

of the opinion this person was a newspaper reporter, however,

‘since he did not know the man he iz not certain of this information.
He said this conversation took place during a break in the classes
" and was probably about 10 to 15 minutes in length. BERG said he
did not know the text of their conversation, o

BERG said BONEBRAKE mentioned the. JAMES EARL RAY case in
onig of the classes and apparently did this to show how important
partial and latent prints can be in a case. He said in this -~
conversaticn BONEBRAKE mentioned that a partial latent print had
been obtained.in the RAY case and went on to show that what
appeared to be unrelated items at the time they are obtained later
turn out to be related in some manner. He further advised that ‘
BONERRAKE said he compared the fingerprints of the man in custody
-in- England with the known fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY who had
escapaed from the Missouri State Penitentidry dnd-found they were
identical. ' - :

BERG advised that BONEBRAKE talked about a number of
cases, without mentioning a lot of names, and in each case pointed
-out -how certain items of evidence can become very important to
a case. BONEBRAKE would show how latents obtained .from various
and sometimes unlikely places would be important.’  BERG said as
far as he is concerned BPNHBRAKE was a excellent instructor.

W
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The following investigation was conducted by
Special Agent EUGENE W. RUIZ:

AT WICHITA, KANSAS:
i

Detective Sergeant, WARREN MALONE, Laboratory
Investigator, Wichita Police Department, advised November
19, 1968, he had attended the school given by Mr., BONEBRAKE,
He stated to the best of his knowledge, there were no members
of the press in this chss, He stated he recalled that a
menber of the press did come to the school and they took
a break and so BONEBRAKE could talk with him. He stated
he did not hear what they discussed and the interview was
no more than ten minutes, MALONE stated he did not know
of any further inquiries by the press. ‘He stated that during
the class, BONEBRAKE was questioned concerning the RAY case.
BONEBRAKE told the class about receiving the weapon for
examination and checking fingerprint cards and how- they
eliminated them and identified the prints as those of RAY.
He also told them he had gone to England and testified, but
MALONE said he dould not remember what BONEBRAXE said he had
testified to., MALONE stated that BONEBRAKE told the class.
that the RAY case was still pending.. and for them not to discuss
it outside the class;the informationhe furnished them was
solely for the classes Benefit. '
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1 ‘ 11/27/68
. Date. _

JAMES D, LAZELLE, Undersheriff, Cowley County
Sheriff's Department, was contacted at the Winfield Police
Station. He furnished the following information:

. , He attended each session of an advanced finger-

print school conducted from September 9, 1968 through

September 13, 1968, at the Wichita Police Academy, Wichita,
Kansas. The school was conducted by GECRGE BONEBRAKE,

This school was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
for full-time law enforcement officers: of Police and Sheriff's
Departments, ’ , .

EYe

: The JAMES EARL RAY case was mentioned while dis-
cussing latent fingerprints, their lecation and lifting,
and their use in testimony to identify an individual,
BONEBRAKE stated that he had been able to give testiwmony
as to RAY's identity, based on finmgerprints, There were no
o newsmen present when the RAY case was mentloned,

Newsmen fron TV Channel 12, dnd frow THE Wichitd
Beacon, were present on one or two occasions, during recess
bireaks, for the purpose of obtaining information pertaining
to the fingerprint school, He -at no time heard the RAY
case mentioned while newsmen were present,

11/20/68 Winfield, Kansas KC 44-760
On at File #
b SA JAMES B, KELLY:ENV ' g . - 11/21/68
Y. : . Doate dictated.
This document contains neither recommendations nor conc1usior_|s of the f%l. It is the property of the FB! and is looned to your agency:

it and its-contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 . ' © . 13/27/68

Date

- CECIL JAMES LOWER, 227 Random Road, Sergeant,
Arkansas City Police Depariment, was contaeted at the
Arkansas City Police Station. He furnished the following
information:

He attended an advanced fingerprint school at

‘the Wichita Police Department, Wichita, Kansas, from

September ©, 1968 through September 13, 1968, This school
was sponsored by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
was conducted by GEORGE BONEBRAKE, He understoed that this
school was open to law enforcement personnel only,

S Ee recalls that the JAMES FARL RAY case was
mentioned during the regular cliass period, It was clearly
understood that information pertaining to the RAY case was
not to be discussed with anyone outside the class, The RAY
case had come up in connection with the locating, 1ifting,
preserving, and presenting findings in testimony, concerning
latent fipgerprints, DBONEBRAEE mencioned having given

testimony as to RAY's identity.

Representatives of TV Channel 12, and a photographer
that teek still pictures were present at the scheel, during
a2 recess, on one day during the session, He did not know
who the still photographer represented, but assumes it was a
news media, Moving pictures were taken of class members and
a still picture was posed for by BOVEBRAKE and 2 class
member, during the brezk, He does not know of any interview
that newsmen had with BONEBRAKE,

The only mention that he heard made of the RAY
case during the time the newsnmen were present, was when the
representative of the Wichita Police Department introduced
GEORGE BONEBRAKE to the newsmen, At that time, the man
making the introductions stated tbat GEORGE BONEBRAKL was
one of the men who had worked on the RAY case,

QOn

by

11/20/68 Arkansas City, Kansas KC 44-760

at _ File g

SA JAMES B, KELLY :ENV | _ 11/21/68

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency:

it and its conten?s are not to be distributed outside your ogency.
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1 ‘ 11/27/68

Date.

KENNETH MOUSER, 223 E. 1lth, Records and Identi-
fication Officer, Wellington Police Department, was countacted
at his home;, He furnished the following information:‘

: He attended each session of an advanced fingerprint
schcol conducted at the Wichita Police Depariment Academy,
Wichita Kansas, from September 9, 1968 through September 13,
1268, The school was conducted by GEORGE HOME&RA.& of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, It was his understanding
that the school was conducted for Police and Sheriff's
Officers, and was a ‘“"‘closed" school, with no one other than
full-time peace officers invited to attend.

On one day during the school, there were represent-
atives from Channel 12 TV, and a photographer from the
Wichita Beacon present at the Academy, during a recess, for
the purpose of obtaining information pertaining to the
fingerprint school, He did not know any of the representatives

from the TV station, but he was personally acquainted with-

the Wichita Beacon reporter, JAMES WAMPLER, WAMPLER had
asked him to pose with BONEBRAXE for a photograph as if
BONEBRAKE was pointing out points of interest on two
enlargements of fingerprints, and he had done so. This
photograph was taken in a side office, off of the classroom,
He heard no mention made of any specific case, either Burean
or otherwise, during the time that the photographs were being
taken., Later that night he had seen his picture on
television, over Channel 132, :

He at no time observed and was not aware of any
newsman having a personal interview with BONEBRAXE. '

/The JAMES TARL RAY case was mentioned during the
fingerprint school while there were no newsmen present, At
that time RONEBRAKE pointed cut that he had been 2ble to
give testimony concerning RAY's ideﬁtity through the use of
fingerprints,

HOUSER recalls having read an artiecle in the
Vichita Beacon, giving what were alleged to have been facts

of the RAY case  and he had been grestly surprised that any
On 11/318/88 at Weal {jno‘ﬁgn, Kansas _File# KC44-760
SA JAMES B, KELLY:ENV ‘ _ 11/21/68

by

Dote dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it end its

contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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newsman would have been able to obtain as detailed facts
as appeared to be quoted in the article,

22
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) 11/28/868
Date_

L

Lieutenant G. W. REED, Police Department, Derby,
Kansas, observed he attended a fingerprint school at the
wlchlta, Kansas Police Academy during early Septenber, 1968.
This school was instructed by a Mr. BONEBRAKE, introduced as
the foremost latent and single fingerprint expert from FBI
Headquarters , kashlngton,D cC. R

In addition REED said he understood from a source
unrecalled that BONEBRAKE had recently returned from England
where he had offered fingerpint testimony in the JAMES EARL.
RAY case. REED felt he heard this from some other member of the

— . . . e e A meees e n AP e ek mem rn e e w4 a el s Aiem e R R e o . a0 A —ar e

class, but could not be sure on this point.

; In any event he was certain he did not hear it from
anyone in the presence of any representatlve of the news media.
On this point Lieutenant REED said he thought a newspaper .
reporter and television cameraman appeared during the middle
of the week at the class room, but, wxre at no time, present
during the closed instruction periods of the scheol. At

best they were in the hall way ocutside the class or in the
classroom during the recess periods. '

REED recalled that at te outset of the.course
a qusstion by some class member was directed to BONEBRAKE con-
cerning the fingerprint testimony in the JAMES EARL RAY case.
BONEBRAKE cautioned the class he was not at liberty to discuss
this case in detail, but could s& .. he had testified to the
identity of RAY based on fingerprint examination at the hearing -
in London. REED said he had no recollection of additional
comnents by anyone concerning the RAY case.

/- .
On 11/19/68 A Derby, Kansas File KC 44-760
by. SA ELMER R. FLETCHLR:b}C Date dictated 11/21/68
This document contains neither recommendahons nor conclusions of the FBIL It is the properly of the F8i ond is Ioaned to your ogency;

it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your ogency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF !N\!ESTE ATHON

REPORTING OFFICE O{-‘F(CE OF ORIGIN ) DATE ) INVESTIGATIVE‘PERIOD
Kansas City Kansas City. 2/10/69  11/24 - 2/7/69
'"'"_E Oi.' CASE . ’ REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY
S : ey - ”'SA WEETER S. POND | sesd
* CHANGED s — -
. ¥ TEXANDER MICHAELSON . / CHARACTER OF CASE
Frederick exander Michelson

— ) , — ITSP ’ -

.Title is bhanged to include alias Frederick
Alexander Michelson as shown on subject's FBI Identification
Record.

REFERENCE: Kansas City report of SA WEETER S. POND 1/15/69,
- P -
ENCLOSURES

- TO THE BUREAU

Three copies -of Parole Report and one Disposition
Sheet, ‘

Accomplishments: Conviction Kansas City - 1

Case pending over one (1) year - YES
Prosecution pending ovexr six (6) months -~ YES

X APPROVED . SR Il ACENT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
.

COPIES MADE:

1 - Bureau (87-95561) (Enc 4)
1 USA, Topeka, Xansas .
@:1 Memphls (44~1987) (1nfo)
~ Kansas City
(2 - 87-21205)
(1 - 44-750)

SEARCHED.,

ssamuzsgg@ HLED
F

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations ) . #_
Agency ) : W‘ /9/7'_,/Jd£‘« f% -

Request Recd.

Date Fwd.

How Fwd.

By
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KC 87-21205
WSP:csd

LEADS

KANSAS CITY

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. Will maintain
contact with U, §, Marshal, Topeka, Kansas, and local
authorities, Liberty, Missouri, and set forth lead to

interview subject ifi MURKIN case after he is transported

to a Federal Inst1tut1ono

ADMINISTRATIVE:

As set forth in details of Kansas City report
of SA WEETER S, POND, 10/18/68, MICHAELSON on 10/2/68
indicated he had information concerning the assassination
of JOHN F, KENNEDY on 11/22/63; of MARTIN LUTHER KING
on 4/3/68; and of: the subseguent '"shocking news of ROBERT
KENNEDY.," His information '“'goes to the scale of great
national importance," While he realized the information
had been held too long he refused to discuss it while
confined in the county jail., He indicated a full
disclosure will be made if and when he is removed from
the jail and placed in a penitentiary or hospital
where he might receive treatment for his nervous
stomach,

The above information has been furnished to
Memphis and it was noted that MICHAELSON has made
clains of being psychotic, however, he was incarcerated
at the Missouri State Penitentiary from 6/25/65 to
8/26/66 and both MICHAELSON and JAMES EARL RAY were
there at the same time.
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