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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL.BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SA STEPHEN M, CALLENDER " Ofis NEW ORLEANS.
7/12/68 2 -

NO 157-10673 44--38861

Bureau File #:
JAMES EARL RAY;

I, O, # 4182, WF # 442~A

DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
(Deceased) ~ VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT ~ ROBBERY

Information received regdrding 1dent1txes of

22 New Orleans telephone numbers, which were
called from Texas during period of 12/15 -17/67.
Subscribers identified and interviewed. Some
recall receiving calls from friends or relatives,
while others could not recall receiving calls.
All state JAMES EARL RAY is unknown to them,

- P -

your agency; it and its contents‘are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NO 157-10673

PAGE NUMBER
IDENTITY OF NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE
'NUMBERS PROVIDED BY FBI, HOUSTON,
TEXASoocoo'oooioo_o'cooo'o~‘oooo'oo 4«5
INTERVIEWS OF SUBSCRIBERS OF : '
NEW ORIJEANS TEIJEPHONE NUMERS. * °* . . _A‘ _. e & o ® - 6—'31
IDENTITY OF ADDITIONAL NEW ORLEANS
TELEPHONE NUMBERS PROVIDED BY FBI, ' o
HOUSTONg TEXASO.QG"".QQ‘,.'.“.' .5 o 32
INTERVIEWS OF SUBSCRIBERS OF NEW S '
ORLEANS TELEPHONE NUMBERS. o o o ¢ o o o » o o o o 3334
IDENTITY OF NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE .. = %7 -
NUMBERS PROVIDED BY FBI, SAN ANTONIO ’
TEXAS»e..oooecooooo'o'vo’o,oo‘ooa 35
INTERVIEWS OF SUBSCRIBERS OF NEW

ORLEANS TEIIEPI{ONE NUMBERS. P PY e @ o . a e o ® * 36“40

G

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NO 157-10673

DETAXLS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NO 157-10673

On May 2, 1968, the Houston Office of the FRI provided
information that long distance telephane calls were placed to the
below listed New Orleans telephone. numbers on the dates indicated,
These telephone calls were placed during the period December 15 - 17,

1967, from coin telephones located within the Houston Division on
Interstate Highway 10 and Route 90

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DATE .
- December
December

December

" December -

‘December
' December

. Decemberx

_Decembgri

.Deéémber

Decembeg
{ﬁeeempér:
or 17,
16,

Deceﬁber
'Decémbef
_'Décémher
December
' Dé(;.en;ber

De¢ember

17,

16,
15,

17,
15,

15,
17,
15,

16,
15,

15,

17,
16,
16,
17,

1967 .

1967
1967 ,1

1967 - -

1967

1087,
1967 .
1067 .
1196711'

1967
1967
1967

1967 R

1067
1967 -
1967
1967

;”;24245962;-
- '242-8580
2831173
3610465
';55561;3374f‘

| 361.4360

| 522.8485

5240001

’525ﬁ7§32 f;j_;

721-2027

8617067 -
| 887-8469
8880404
. 888-7744
- 895.3872

-94554302

9473471

'f59§3wf68hEANSATELEEHGNEVNUMBER
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5/10/68

hene number and she
cannot recall who may have telephonedlthe school from Texas
during the month of December, 196 :

Slster ERNSTINE explal,ed‘that one of m;ny salesmen,
with whom the school does busxness, may have called for an
appointment prior to his arrivil in New Orleans. This could
possibly be an- explanation for" the Texas call. Sister
ERNSTINE advised she could furnish‘no speciflc inform&tlon
regardlng the matter, A"')~ A ,

A Slster ERNSTINE waszsh wn photographs of the
subject,. JAMES EARL RAY, whom she ould not identify as anyone
seen ‘at St. Paul's $9h9°1f*35:;” Ca T

‘o .

On . 5[;/58 ot N New Grle' ; f

. NO_157-10673

by SA PATRIGK J. DENTE »epk ote dictated —5/9/68

‘rhlq docuhent containe nelthes recommendquons m.w coacluuom

v is. tbe proparty of the FBI and is loaned to
yout agency; it und lts contenta are not to be dls(rtb\ned oul-ldo Ycull' uqoncy T W
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Date 5/17/68 N !

i

. JOSEPH J,; HILTON¢ 9318 Haynes Boulevard, self-employed
as a paint contractor, was contacted at his resxdence and advised
of the identity of the interviewing Agent.

He advised that he is the €ubscriber to telephome number
242-8580, and the only telephone €all he could remember arocund
December 13 - 17, 1967, from Hgdston, Texas, would be one hig
wife received fr@m CECIL LEE

HILTON was exhibited various photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY, and upor viewing these’ photographs, advised th&t RAY was
unkn@wn to himr,

on_ 5/10/68 ., New Orleans, louisiana pje4 _ NO 157-10673
.
by . SA WILLIAM E. BOE / B83C " Date dictated . D/ 33/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the pioperty of the F'BI and is loaned to
- your agency: it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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[

. . Date___ 5/17/88

bt

¥Mrs. FLORENCE HILTON, 9318 Haynes Boulevard, was located
at her place of employment, Schwegmann Brothers Giant Supermarket,
5300 Gentilly Road, and advised of the identity of the int@rviewimg
Agent .

e only teleph@n@ call she received fr@m
Texas ddring the period: December 15 - 17, 1967, was from IRMA
LEE ife of CECIL LEE,” LEE had called to see if HILTON'’s rela=
tives were g@?ﬁ@‘ﬁ&”f@ias relative to a local charge pending
against CECIL LEE, Her relatives did not go to Texas, and she
believed the LEES lives in the Houston, Texas area,

he advised that

Upon being shown various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY,
HILTON advised that RAY was unknown to her .,

5/10/68 New Orleans, Louisiana cio g O 157-10873
a 1] -

A '8
by _SA WILLIAM E. BOE / BIC _ Dage dictated .5/ 13/68

This document cdntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; {t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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5/10/68  ®

Date
s. ETHEL MADELINE JONES,Cfg;;;rly Mrs., ETHEL
MITGHELL 448 Milton, New Orleans, Louaslana, furnished”
ollewing 1nformat10n°

j4 Mrs° JGNES has lived at her present residence for
approximately 13 years. She is thé subscriber to telephone
number 283-1173, in the namge of Mrs. ETHEL MITCHELL.

Mrs, JONES regeived a telephone call from her
niece, BERTHA SELLERS, address unknown, Housten, Texas, on
' Decemb®&T 15, 1967, Mrs. JONES® birthday. She stated BERTHA
SELLERS placed the telephone call from a pay telephone booth
in Houston, Texas, even though SELLERS has a ph@ne of her
own, because Mrs., SELLERS did not want te. acqulre a large
telephone bill which has happened seo often in the past when
Mrs. SELLERS places leng distance telephene calls frem her
*  personal phcne°

Mrs., JONES stated her nephew, LOUILS SELLERS 3024
Connecticut, Houston, Texas, would know the address of
BERTHA SEL‘LERS° L

Mrso JONES stated she was not a member of any
racist or hate~typé group and was, in fact, a member of -
the Eastern Stars., Mrs. JONES stated she had seen ph@tQm-
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY in &Q@ ‘newspapers, ‘but knew

fv?n:thhi..ng abgutﬂfﬁ -outside of Wﬁan she had read in the
*newspaperso

on__5/9/68  , New Orleans, Louisiama o, ,  NO 157-10673

. SA RONALD G. HINKIE - kat o : . 5/10/68
by ~__Date dictated ‘ -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F'BI. It is the property of the FBI and is loanied to
your ageney; it.and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date __ 5/10/68

b4 "

\.'f‘ :

e I 1 L . . _

e . - ALMA STEWART&(igg;/;elleville, Alglers, phone 361-
. , _0465 was’ qpestiuned concerning a.phone call.shé received on.
December 17, 1967, from Texas, '.She.stated She could not
rémember this partlculqr call as Bhe Feceiveéd calls. from™

Houston.9 Test,agmite regularly as. she. had.a fn1end,thexso,.

She advised that this perfdn was ALBERT cmmus;;
She stated she did. not'know his add¥ess as he WasS a Seamal
cook and was. out at sea quipe€ .a bit of the time znd ealled -
her .when he got in. She sfated Hhe thought he. sailed on. the:
ship "American Trader.".”She stated that this. is the-only =
person she has recexved phone calls from in Texas. - _

e " STEWART. was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY . T
:bu ‘advised she did not know him nor had she ever seen him '
before. . _
i
on 5/9/68 o _New Orleans, Lomisiana _ g, # _NO:-A57-10673
SA’s PHILIP L. PETLEY and 10 S
ROBERT POTHIER PLP/jpb o .. 5/10/68
by A ' : Date dictated _

This document ¢ontging neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It 4s the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it qx_':g its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date . 5/10/68

3 1

1 V/// _ o ,

LUCILLE S 1801 Opelousas Street, Apartment B,
advised that in the past she ‘had received several phone calls
from H. LOVRIG. NATE further advised that she met LOVRIG

at a party in New Orleans and that he presently lives in
Orange, Texas, from ®here questioned call came.

SENATE stated that she had gone out several times
with him but does not know his first name. SENATE further
statéd that LOVRIC is a seaman and may be reached af” this
addreSS°

H. LOVRIC, C/Q_J. PASKROW, A///
525 East 82nd Street ‘New
- York, New York 10028

SENATE was ShOWn varzous photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY with negatlve results.

SENATE stated that she believes she received a call
from LOVRIC on or about December ‘15, 1967. She adviged that she
is the subscriber to telephone number 361-3374,

On_.___5/9/68 o __ New Orleans, Louisiana File # _NO 157-10673
SA KEITH D. COY/j S 5/10/68
by — : - : Date dictated .
This document coéntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it und l.ts contents are not to be distributed outside VOur agency.
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Date —_5/13/68_.

JOYCE LYONS “661/;ast Marlln Court Gretna,

Lou1s1ana,"§ﬁgﬁg—ﬁﬁﬁg;r 361-4360, advised that the abozi/////

phone number is reglstered in the name -of J. A. LYONS

who is her husband. ' LYONS advised that her husband is-
currently employed by_Brown and Root, Incorporated, Post
Office Box 3, Houston, Texas., LYONS stated that her hus--
band is employed in the pipeline- departmentmand that the =
company has a local office on Peters Road in Belle Chasse,
Louisiana. LYONS adv1sed that the address used by the
company in New Orleans is Post Office Box 425, Harvey,
Louisiana. LYONS stated that her husband is employed as

a pipeline superintendent.

LYONS advised that her husband is currently on a
pipeline barge, Brown and Root, Incorporated Harge
number M211, located on the Gulf of Mexico. LYONS stated .
that this barge will be in the Gulf of Mexico for approxi-
mately two weeks-and that this current Job was.begun on
-Wednesday, May 8, 1968.

LYONS recalled that from approximately December
15-17, 1967, her husband was out in the Culf of Mexico on
Brown and_Root barge "Booth",

-LYONS stated that it was possible. that some
employee could have called her husband at the above number
- sometime around that period of time. LYONS stated that
Brown and Root employs #any people who live in Texas.

LYONS stated that she was unable to recall
receiving any long distance telephone call from the
Houston area from a

LYONS adyised that her husband‘*s mother,
Mrs. ETHA SCHADE,/lives in Houston, Texas, at 6318 Ridgeway.
LYONS stated that SQﬁADE very rarely leaves her house and
would definitely notbe calling from a pky phone. LYONS

On —5/10/68 o Gretna, Lounisiana = . File #_NO 157.10673

12
by —SA DONALD P. MAIBERGER - jah ____Date dictated —5/13/68

This document céntains neither recommendations nor concluslons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.. '

.
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advised that both she. .and her.husband have no other relatives
in Houston, or the Houston, Texas, area.

: LYONS was shown Identlflcatlon Order Number 4182
of JAMES EARL RAY and adv1sed that she did not recognize
this individual.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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* | Date 5/10/68

<« ¥

HILDA DeLosREYES./K/;;;;ent 7, 1410 St. Andrews,
was contacted and furnished d the following 1nformat10n-

She advised her telephone number is 522~8495, how«
ever, she advised that to the best of her knowledge she has
not received any long distance telephone calls from Texas
.during December, 1967, or at any other time. She advised she
has no relatives, friends or any other persons known to her to.
be residing in Texas. In addition, she advised that she is
~divorced from her husband and lives at her present address with-
her two sons, ages ten and elghteeé. Her oldest son is working
but she stated he also has no friends or relatives in the Texas
area. : :

' She advised after viewing all kvailable photographs
of JAMES EARL RAY that such a person was®completely unknown to
. her by either name or photograph.

Iti@ noted during interview of HILDA DeLosREYES,
that she was of Cuban®extraction and specke broken English.
The interview was conducted with some difficulty, although she
was emphatic in her denial of herself or anyone else ever
receiving any long distance telephone calls from Texas to her
present telephone number at any time.

on 5/10/68, New Orleans, Louisiana _ File # NO 157«»10673

by SA KEVIN J. HARRIGAN :epk 14 Dote Jscmea 5/10/68

This document céntains nefther recommwendations nor conclusjons of the FBI, It 48 the property of the FBI und is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your aqency
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o 1 C . Date.- 5/10/68

.ot ¢

. Miss RUTH A, GEISBUHLER‘%SS Rogal. Street, Apartment 303,

New Orleans,‘“tmpmnﬂzm_z ‘advised she could poti@eall
réceiving telephone ¢all possibly in December; 1967 but
she - thoﬂl?{:/ probably it was November, 1967, from one SOLOMON
MOSES., #iss GEISBUHLER stated that Mr. MOSES was from
“Tel Aviv, Isarel, and that she had met him sometime. in the
previous summer while on a shipboard cruise. .She stated
that she recalled Mr. MOSES was calling her from a telephone

., booth in Houston and from the noise she heard in the background,
she thought that the telephone was located near  the docks in
Houston. :

Miss GEISBUHLER stated that she had never heard of
JAMES EARL RAY prior to the recent publicity and the photographs
of him were unknown to her. She further related that Mr .MOSES
did not resemble RAY. '

n -

On 5/9/88  ‘New.Orleans, louisiana .. 4 NQ 157-10673
' | 15 -
by SA PHILLIP M, KING/bnk , _Date dictated 5/10/68

This document céntains neithes recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI." It is the prcpert-y of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your dagency.
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Date ___B/10/68

—

. | 2; | L

Miss GAYE LYNN DROST, -after being advised of the
identity of the iHterviewing Bgents, was interviewed at her
resideéence, 1900 Perdido, :Apartment A-98.  She furnished .

" the following information° '

Miss DROST stated that she was unaware @f any
telephone calls being made from Texas to her residence
telephone, telephone number 5257532, .from December 15, 1967,
through December 17, 1967. Miss DROST did state ‘thet her
roomma tes received telephone calls from Texas, buk that the

.. December., MNiss DROST étated that DRENDA KENT,  a roefmate; has
2 father who is a Lieutenant Colonsl stationed in %
Texas. She further advised that MYRTLE DOESCHER;
roommate, has a boyfriend wheo is Wwith the Werchzmt Marines \
and who was stationed in Galveston, Texas, before leaving o
for London, England

Mlss DROST was shown varicus phot@gravhs of JAMES
EARL RAY, but upcn viewing theﬁ® ph®t®§rﬁph$, &h@ S*a&@@ th%t
RAY was umkn@wm te her.: Yl B T e L

[
| ekl

'5/9/68 - New Orleans, Louisiasa gy, 4 NO 157-10673

e

SAs cmxsmprmnmzzmm and - 4g

Date dictated . 5/10/68

This document cdntains neither mccmmandutions nor concluslons of the FBI. It is the propeny of the FBI and is loaned to

. your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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" Date __5/10/68.

1

. Miss WYRTLE MAE DOESCHER ‘4@ being advised of
the identity of the Interviewing agents, was interviewed at
her residence, 1900 Perdido, Apartment A-98, and furanished
-the following information:

Miss DOESCHER advised/that her residence telephone :
number is 525-7532, but that jhis number is subscribed to :HyHsne
of her roommates,_ GAYE DROST,. Miss DOESCHER advised that she
was unaware of any telephone calls being made from Texas to
her telephone number in New Orleans from December 15, 1967,
through December 17, 1967. She stated, however, that she
remembers her bo friend telephening her from 3 pay telephone
in Galveston, xas, on either December 6, or December 7,

‘1967 .- She ad¥ised that her boy friend’s name is WARREN MAC
.QUARRIE, JR(, and that he is a Second Mate on the ship O1d Louise
- Lykes. She stated that when WARREN telephoned, his ship was

located in Galveston, Texas. Miss DOESCHER noted that WARREN
‘'was en route for London, England, and was due to arrive on
either May 9, 1968, or May 10, 1968. :

‘ Miss DOESCHER was displayed various pho grapbs of
JAMES EARL RAY, but upen viewing these. pilite® BAVESHE
th&t ‘RAY ‘“t@whagg R e 5

ﬁgﬁwm%%”‘““

dﬂ 5/9/68“' New ereans,'Louisiana File # XO ;57~1067$A,a
. SAs CHRISTOPHER MAZZELLA and
by THOMAS E, DUHADWAY CMzmak .17 __Date dictoted .._5/10/68

q

This document céntains neither recommendations nor conclunionn of the FBI. It 48 the property of the FBI dnd is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not !o be dlstrumled outside your agency. .
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Date 5/ 13/ 68.

fr=

Miss DRENDA -SUE- -KENT;_ dfter being advised of the
identity of the interviewing Agents, was interviewed at her
home address, 1200 Perdido, Apartment A-98. She furnished
the following information: '

Miss KENT advised that her home telephone number is
525~7532, but that this number is subscribed to by one of her
roommates GAYE DROST,

Miss KENT stated that she was unaware of any tele~
rhone calls being made from Texas from De'ember 15, 1967,
through December 17, 1967.

Migs KENT did state, however, that her father,
Lieutenant Colonel BURNARD B, KENT,/ 42 Main Circle, Randolph
Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas, telephone numbér 512-~0L
24191, called her from Texas sometime around Thanksgiving.
Miss KENT advised that this was the last telephone call from
Texas that she could recall,

Miss KENT was dlsnlayed various photographs of ﬁ
JAMES EARL RAY, znd tpon viewinik theSe photdgraphs, she

‘2dvised that RAY was unkmown to her, 'qgh_ﬂ,uwmﬂf —
On -5/9/68 New Orleans,-Louisianam~F“,# Np.}5?710673,.r
Ss CHRISTOPIER MAZZELLA and. - yg | ,
by QMA DRA (2 Dute' dictated

This document contains rieither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI.- It is Ihe property oi the FB! and igs losned to
your agency; it and its coments are not to be distributed outside your oqency
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Date _5/10/68

, 3009 Huntsville Road Kenner,
adv:sed he s presently- employed ‘ak.a.painter: at the Henry ;
-_W.Lamia COmpany. ‘He stated: that_he’ previously had telephone

. number 721-2027, which: was: disconnected January, 1968. He

; stated that to the best of his memory  he: pro _bly received
a, long-distance call ‘from. the Houston, ‘Texas area in Deicember,

- 1967 from hi§ twin, brother, ~He stated that

his twin brother 1eft New Or:eans, before -Chiristmnas, <1967,

~ and called several times from Bridge City, Texas, where
“he presently resides, .Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY ‘were
not identified by SNIPES nor has he ever heard ‘of JAMES
EARL' RAY or CHARLES STEIN

*e

On 5/10/68t __Hew QOr

F.le# NO 157-10 73 .

by ___SA DELBERT V. mm«ekbzi — . Date a.emea 5/10/68"

‘This. document cdmuma neither rocommonduuons naor concluslona of eho PBI. Itds the peoperty of the FBiI and is loaned to
yous: agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outzide your agency.
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1 .

CHARLES R. CONEWAYl/ngj student Tulane Unlver51ty,
was 1nterv1ewed at his residence, 1809 St. Charles Avenue,
Apartmenzrfgf/EONEWAY stated- that-his home address is 1718

Bayrum Stre Houston, Texas, where his mother, Mrs. WAYNE S.
CONEWAY, jvesides.

CONEWAY advised that gfiring the Fall Term of the
196768 school year, he lived in an apartment at 1800 Pine
Street, with SAYERS BRENNE Who is also from Houston, Texas.

» CONEWAY stated he left New Orleans for Houston on
December 17, 1967, for Christmas vacation. CONEWAY advised
“he had not recelved any long distance calls from Texas during

the period from December 15 to 17, 1967.

: CONEWAY advised that his roommate, SAYERS BRENNER,
received a long distance/telephone call from his, BRENNER's,
father, MILTON BRENNER}Y of Houston, Texas. CONEWAY stated
he thought this call was on December 15, 1967, and that
arrangements were made for BRENNER's father to pick BRENNER
up on December 16, 1967, in New Orleans.

CONEWAY reviewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY
and stated that this individual was unknown to him.

CONEWAY advised that he is the subscriber to
telephoae number 861.7067,

On 5/16/68x __New Orleans, Louisiana  File# __ NO_157-10673

by SA WILLIAM B. WOOD -epk 20 Date dictated __5/17/68

Thla documant céntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It ia the property of the FBI (md is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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a

i

- DONALD EDWARD JOHNSON;4 éﬁﬁéﬁﬁiiVe,“advised that he
is the subScribér to Ne telephone number 887-8469.

Mr., JOHNSON informed that‘ﬁe'éould not specifically
recall receiving a long distance telephone call at his residence
on December 17, 1967, from the general area of Houston, Texas.

He stated that in the past he has received many long
distance teléphone calls at his residence in connection with
his employpent. He advised that he is a salesman for Clark
Brothers. o S —

Upon viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, he advised
that RAY was unknown to him. He stated that he bhad observed
photographs of RAY in local newspapers as a suspect in the shooting
of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING,

. 5/9/68

af
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% 5. JOAN L. EOD, 1604 Dav;a‘ Drive, Metairie, Louisiana,
furnished the following in ormation'-;f -_ ;_

She and her husband RICHARD ROD, and their four children
have resided at 1604 David Drive for approximately ten years and
they ‘presently have a telephone with number 888-0404. The telephone
is listed in her husband's name and the telephone bill is made out
in her name because she had previously been employed by/Southern
Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company,. - Her husband i?/égployed as
a diesel engine mechanic for. Gerhardt‘s : 819 Central
Avenue, New Orleans Louisian . L ‘

eorporated

She advised she " ‘cannot recall receiving a telephone _
call from Houston, Texas, or from that area during December 15
through 17, 1967.  Neither she nor her husband have any relatives,
friends, or acquaintances ‘who were living in Texas during December,
1967, nor does she know of anyone wha pnssed through that area and
called them in December, 1967 L ,

' She further- advised that only her family uses the telephone
and no one else received a call on their telephone in December,
1967. Her husband sometimes receives business ‘calls on their home
telephone, and possibly he received a- telephone call from that area.

]'f - ,E;:ne; vNO_157-10672

. N 22 -
by _ SA STEPHEN M, CAL&D;E_B /. njc.. pate dmate".ma&s_____

on__5/9/68 4 Mefgirig.. Louisians .
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i

RICHARD RODVQZS interviewed at his place of employment,
Gerhardt s Incorporated;” 819 Central Avenue,; New Orleans, Louisiana,
and furnished the following information: R

He is employed 2s a diesel mechanlc and he and his wife
JOAN have resided at 1604 David Drive, Metairie, Louisiana, for
approximately ten years. Their telephone number iz 888-0404,

A He advised that his wife had called him on the telephone
just before the Agent arrived and informed him of the questions
asked her. He advised that he cannot recall receiving a telephone
call from either Houston, Texas, or that immediate area during
December 15 through 17, 1967. He does not have any frisnds; relatives
or acguaintances who were in, or passed through that area during
December, 1967,

' He further advised that from time to time he receives
business calls from customers at his home and therefore, he has.
tried to recall if he received a tekephone call from a customer

in Texas during the December 15 through 17, 1967, period and he
just cannot recall receiving such a call. He has the office
personnel checking their December, 1967, job orders for any calls
coming from the Houston, Texas area but so far, no job orders
have been located coming from that area,

 0n5/9/68 ot New Orleans, Lowisiana  pios NO 157-10673

by SAA ROBERT LOUIS WERTMAN  / %3 ajc oo o . 4 5/13/68
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Mr. ROD was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and
after reviewing same, he advised that -he has never seen this
individual. o ) ,

He further commented thaf he would discuss this matter

‘with his wife and try to further recall if they received such

a call and he would continue to have his office check their
records for such a call and advise the interviewing Agent.

At a later time on May 9, 1968, Mr. ROD telephonically
contacted the interviewing Agent and advised that a search of
their office records failed to reflect that he received a tele-
phone call from the Houston, Texas area during the period
December 15 through 17, 1967. :

23 &
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The follow1ng 1nvest1gat10n was coqducted by
SAA ROBERT LOUIS WERTMAN at Metalrle, ;:g}S1ana

On May 12, 1968 RICHARD ROD /' 1604 David
Drive, telephon1ca11y adv1§"d that be and his wife had been
discussing the' possipility of receiving a telephone call
from the Houston, Texas area between December 15-17, 1967
and dete;;}ned that poss1b1y one. of their baby51tters

_had receiyed such-a ‘telephone call at their home. 1In

contactl g ohe of five of their babysitters, Mrs. THOMAS
WEST, who was babysitting for them on DeceﬁﬁﬁfTT@"’T@G?f

advised that her then. fiance, THOMAS WEST was in Pasadena,

~ Texas near Houston, Texas on the weékend,K of Decgémber 15.17,

1967 and her fiance contacted her: by telephone at the

ROD residence. Mr. ROD stated that Mr. and Mrs. WEST

now reside at 3631 St Rene Street Metairie, Louisia:j)//

On May 13, 1968, Mrs. VIRGINIA PEQUENO WEST
3631 St. Rene telephonically advised that SHe—had Feceived
" a telephone call on December 16, 1967 while babysitting i,
cat the ROD residence and this telephone call-was received
_from her husband, THOMAS W, WEST, who was in Pasadena, T@xaso
She stated that her husband is presently émployed at
Baroid, 1738 Peters Road, Harvey, Louisiana.

24
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Date ___5/14/68

M”\WMI St. Rene Street, Metairie,’
Louisiana, was contacted at his place of employment
Baroid, 1738 Peters Road, at which’ time he furnlshed the
ﬁollowing information: el o

In 1960, he was 1nvolved in. an ‘automobile accldent
in Jamestown, Louisxana and received severe head 1n3ur1es
and since that time. he has been under medical treatment
at the Methodist Hospital in Houston, Texas, He stated

“that since residing in New Orleans he has traveled to
Houston, Texas on the weekends for medical treatment

in that since the- accxdent he has been bothered W1th severe’
headaches.

. » During the weekend of December 15-17, 196% e///{
he telephon1ca11y contacted his fiance, VIRGINIA: PEQUENO
who he -is presently married to, at the RICHARD ROD
residence, 1604 Davis Drive, Metairie, Louisiana. He
recalls .that. he first attempted to contact his fiance at -
her home without success and he then ‘called His fiance's
sister, who is the neighbor of ‘RICHARD ROD and his
fiance's sister said that VIRGINIA ‘'was babysitting at -
the ROD res1dence° - He' then placed a long distancé call .

_to his fiance at tHe ROD residence. This telephone ca11
was made from one’ of two telephone bopths in Pasadena, ---
Texas, one of .which.is located at a. Seven - Eleven Grocery
Store, approx1mate1y‘8 or 9 miles away from Route I-10 im

R i5-a telephone booth at a.cut. rate service

~stat10n in Pasadena, Texas. He stated that the._ Seven -

Eleven Grocery Store is located on  the corner of South
Shaver and Pau11ne in Pasadena, Texas and the cut rate

service station is located.on South.Shaver between the

Seven ~ Eleven Groce;y Store and Pasadeha, Te¢xas. He

stated that during the weekend bhe .made the telephone

call to his fiance,. he was res1d1ng with frlends at

712 Trimm Street Pasadena Texas .

- WEST was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY
and after re¥1ew1ng same stated that he does not’ know
this individual nor’ has he ‘ever seen this 1nd1v1dua1
He "did comment that he recalls reading about this 1nd1v1dua1
in the newspaper, however, he has never seen this individual

in-.or around the. telephone booths in Pasadena Texas

‘on __5/13/68 . o __ Harvey. Louisiana File # - NO_157-10673
by SAA_ROBERT LOUIS WERTMAN 25 /jme oo .  5/14/68
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Mr. WEST advised that-he.was born
in. Sweetwater Alabama and he is presently employed. as a
.district mechanlc for Bariod. He reéquested that his employer
not be told the reason he was being contacted 'in this-
matter, inasmuch as he has lost several jobs in the past
three years due to his physical condltlon in that he
blacks out due to severe, headaches. - He also requested .that
his employer not be adv1sed regarding. his treatment for -
this illness at the Methodlst Hospital in Houston, Texas.

26
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Date 5/13/68 C

15

he is the su eans telephone number B888-7 . He N
advised that friends of the1rs,ngﬁg§§“§BQ_DQEQEEX_§EéEgg§ﬂ moved from
New Orleans to Houston, Texas, in Decémber, 1967, shortly before
Christmas. The BLALOCKs advised that they would call Mr. and Mrs. '
"HALL as soon as they arrived safely in Texas. Mr., HALL stated that
the BLALOCKs called them from the vicinity of Port Arthur, Texas, on
the Sunday before Christmas, December 17, 1967, to advise them that
they had arrived safely in Texas and had moved to Houston. Mr.

HALL added that he believes this call was made from a pay phone and
was of short duration because the BLALOCKs were still on the road.

Mr. HALL commented that he and his wife were concerned because
the BLALOCKS were pulling a house traller.

VALTON C. HALL, JR, 5911 Airline Highway, advzsyhat
7

Mr, HALL furnlshed the following address for. JAMES and
DOROTHY BIALOCK:

4922 QGriggs Road,
Houston, Texas

77021 '

Telephone number 748-2902
Area Code 713

Mr. HALL added that JAMES BLALOCK is an employee of
Texas Automatic Sprinkler Company in Houston, Texas.

- HALL viewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised
that the face looked familiar because he has seen photographs of RAY
either in the newspapers or on television; however, JAMES EARL RAY
was unknown to him, HALL commented that he knows of no one using
the names of ERIC STARVO GALT, W. C. HERRON, HARVEY LOWMYER,
JAMES MC BRIDE, JAMES O'CONNER JAMES WALTON JOHN WILLARD or'
JAMES EARL RAY

" On _5/10/68 at _ New Orieans, Louisiana . pje # NO 157-10673
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Date 5/13/68

i ot

Street, furnlshe .

: Mrs. JACKSON. adVLSed that she is the subscriber
to- telephone number H95-3872; however, she does not recall
receiving a long.distance telephone call from the State of
Texas during the month of Pecember, 1967. Mrs. JACKSON
stated that to the best of her knowledge, she has no rela-
tives or frienfls residing.in.the State of Texas and could..
not imagine who possibly.may have called her from this

-destination. She advised, however, that it was possibile

one of her relatives . may have called and not indicated the
place where they were calling from. She.indicated that she
could not furnish any. spec:Lflc 1nforma.t10n regarding this
telephone call

' ‘Mrs. JACKSON was shown‘severalwphotographs of
the subject, JAMES EARL RAY, whom- she could not identify
as anyone whom she has seen.,

On 5/11 /68 ot _ File # _NO_157-10673
by ___SA PATRICK. I. DENTE - jah 29 Dete dictated — 5/13/68
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1

IVAN SK fLUND AJULE: tAbie Street, New

Mrs ° .
a, advise “That she has;telephone number 945-4302,

Orleans, Lou

Mrs. SKOGIYND stated that hey ‘husban
a patient in a mental hospital in Fort Worth,”
receives numerous calls from RICHARD TATUH,
the well-being of her husband’

IVAN is presently
exas, and that she
erﬂnephew, congerning

Mrs. sxchunn advised that ‘to the best of her k fuledge,

traveling from Californ:a to New Orleans or the Chr stmas holidays.
She stated she can recall receiving a telephone call from MILTON some-
time during the month of December, 1967, and that during this

short conversation, MILTON had adviSed her -that he would be in New
Orleans shortly.

Mrs,. SKOGLUND stated that to her knowledge, KILTON has
never been in trouble with the law an& is considered~ﬁ&@ighlv
rQSpected individual,

She stated that she is emplo ed by the United States
Coast Guard, Gateway .Building, Marine ¥nspection Office, as a
Supervibory Clerk in Licensing and Certification. She stated that she
has been so employed by the Coast Guard: for the last 27 years,

Mras SK@@%BND stated that she.. has conducted pumerous
name checks for the FBI since the assassination of Doctor KING
in reference to GALT, LOWMYER and RAY, . She added that she is
familiar with photographs of RAY, haviag seen these photographs
in various. newgpapers and. magazines.;‘ She added that JAMES EARL
RAY is unknown to her. A L e

‘on __5/10/68 _NO_157-10673

at

New Orleans, louisians

by SA_JAMES D.‘HILL : 5/13/68
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bnte __5_10/58

-

S His residence eelepha ,_mnber A8 947-3471 at the.
S above address, which: is bccupied by PREISS.and his wife,
. ..-PREISS £aid:that he is unable’ to re all any: blephone call -
“ received on: his .residence telepho during the period Decem=
© .ber 15-17,-1967.. He.said .that he % ‘of.no relatives or:
acqua‘.l.nbancesm migh:t. have’'beén 1ing in.Texas during -
‘the pertinent period .and who: may. hav. ;_'J.ephoned PREISS' home.
He can. récall. absolutely nothing _reg dipg .any,,, telephone call 2

- té his hmne,2 S

% " DPREISS mentioned that:i": is wi:te is presently visiting ’
relatives in Kentwood - Louisiana, . He aid.that it is remotfely. -
possihle that she may have rece:l.ved 21l:An December, -but_He
is certain that she would ‘have ment d it to 'him,.and he. can
_remember no -telephone. call- during‘- c¢ember which his wife! .
- spoke of’ receiving. _He sgid that hie wife plans to reﬁurn to
New Orleans in. about ten. daysr S L ' S

. PREISS sa;Ld that he hasy t'wo '.,'e\latives who. live, inz
¥y 074 - eithey of them:may have. tele-
] . et} ,aeall was: made.during. the
; on; . PREISS recallas ngf anch .call - from:either :
~ relative, hoyever. He identifiéd/the Texas relatives as his.
. wife's ‘brot er, BOY E. MC DANIELY ; Who; resides at. 241%.
. 78 DAHIEHs.éon, ROY E. MC

; - STEICTAT ty.
v:.ewing Ageirt, iurnished- the foL oW ng;iniomnion,. s _;_.,.__

. advised that as;ne had préviously

- newspaper;. but. the fac#) does: not appear ”*.t* ell‘:tamiliar 6
_him a,nd he-has never seen the‘ma ) s RAY's ‘hame an,d all.

5/9/68 o New Orleans Louisiana. 5’:;" F., # NO 157-10673

| SA WILLIAM R, RUMPH . ol "5/0/68
by R :'.'; ': Deto dlcteted
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He indicated. that in March of 1968 he became seventy years
old, and he is presently retiréd and 1living on Social Secu-
#ity.” PREISS Said that he .is a native of Bavaria, Germaiy,
and. caite o the United States in 1922. PREISS further said
that, while hé had learned of the death’ af,MARTIH LUTHER
- KING, JR., from news sourges, he paid very . Aittle: attention
to the matter or indeed to.any current events, preferrxng to
spend his time working on his hobby of. horticulture. It was
noted that a large varlety of unusual plants were growing on
PREISS* property.

!
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On May 9, 1968, information:was received from the
Houston Office of the FBI that it had been determined that
long distance telephone calls had been placed from coin
telephones in the Beaumont, Texas area on December 16, 19867,
to the following New Orleans telephone numbers:
282-6540

899-4323.

32
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" Date . 5/13/68

-

-~~~ Mrs, MARION LARKINS,*fe

’ifém51e5 5818 Lafaye
Street, furnishe Tol '

nwxngglnibrmation‘_

‘She is the subscriber of . telephone number 282«6540,
but does not recollect receiving & long distance telephone
call from tie State of Texas during the month- of December, .
1967. Shgadvised that she does ha¥e a niece, Miss PATRICIA
CONDOLLy“who resides.in Houston, Texas, but does not reca
receiving a telephone call from Miss CONDOLL. Mrs. LARKINS
further advised that her niece has subsequently been married
and she has no knowledge of hér marriage name or present
address, ~

Coo Mrs., LARKINS was shown several photographs of the -
subject, JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not identify as any-
one she ‘has known or. seen. .She advised she could furnish

no specific information regarding the long distance telephone
call,

On 5/11/68 at mema—— Fule #uo_:,s:zma.as?e

’ 3
by ___SA PATRICK J. DENTE - ;,ah TR um dictated __3/13/68
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i

Date

_GUY L. WILLIAMS, 5373»Maga21ne Street ‘New Orleans,
Lou1s1ana, advised thatjfélep' »number 899-4323 is llsted '
under his mother's’ name, but :
1964. He said he 1lives wAth his half’ brother;m
GARLAND COOPER JARVIS ;#ho is 56 years old.

‘ He sald that he does not recall receiving a
telephone call from Beaumont, Texas, on December 16, 1967.
He said, however, that his brother is a seaman and may have
called hlm from Beaumont, Texas: “He said:that
GARLAND COOPER JARVIS is currently en-route to Saigon,
Vietnam, on board the"Wesleyan- V1ctor§," a Gulf South
American Lines vessel -out of New Orlezans and Beaumont,

- . Texas, or some Grace Lines ship.

| ‘He was exhibited a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, and
he- stated that RAY is unknown to him, except that he has
" seen his picture in the newspapers.

\ : . T

| On 5/13/ 68" at

v.:“_;__F,il,e,#' - NO 15%“10673

- by .~ SA DANIEL P. MC LAUGHLIN = nmb - paic gictated  5/13/68

" This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
Your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NO 157-10673
SMC:njc

On May 7, 1968, information was received from the
San Antonio Office of the FBI that it had been determined
that the following long distance telephone calls had been
made from coin telephones located at or near San Antonio,
Texas, to the following listed telephone numbers at New Orleamns,
Louisiana, on the dates indicated:

Telephone Number Date

834-0436 December 17, 1967

895--9629 R December 16, 1967

943-9109 December 15, 1967.
35
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* Date 5/13/68

- . " Mrs. IRMA BLANCHARD, 3838 Airline Highway, Apart-
ment 2, adviséd:: —sheis the subscriber of. telephone S
number 834~0436 bnt does not specifically. recall receiving. .
a long distance: :telephnne call from.the:State-of Texas..
during the:peiiod. Becember 15-17, 1947. Mrs. BLANCHARD .
adviged, howetver, that she does. te ephénlca.lly cormnuntcate .

- wWith™ the ‘Reverend. ‘_.;LLY_IN BILLIMEK. Sf. San. Antonio, .Texas.. '
She ‘advised.that .Reverend BILLIMEK. is. a.Redemptedfist...
missionary. pm.est who. travels. thr.cughont ..... th e.State. of T,exa.s,

She adv:l.sed that this is. i:he only J.ndlva.dua.l whom she B
knows in. the Stai:e of. Texa.s who.. wuuld_..p,a&s_ﬂﬂy contact her. .

of Reverend. BiIl.IMMK’ s.. pos:.tm.n,,m she- dld_mtﬂ pa.rtJ_learly
care ta.get him.involwed in. this matter. and.as. such. ,_decluled
to furnish Reverend BILLIMEK!s .address:.other. than Statlng
that hgs.residence is. Jlocaged at a Redempﬁmst parish in’

San AntQm.o, Texa.s,._ e _

Tt s Mis.. _BLANCHARD. was. ushnwn, sexzex:a.l phn.tog,raph.s of
the "subject, "JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not 1éent1:ﬁ!y
as anyone she may have met . or prev:musly seen.

!
1

On _SAleég_af_Mﬂa.m.e.,_Lnum—_—Fule# NO 157- 10673

by SA PATRICK J. DENTE - jah 36 Date d;ctuted ~ 5/13/68
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Date _May 10, 1968 -

AY JQHNSO§/6;://;ntacted at 3003 Toledano

Street, Apartmefi re. dvised that she resides
' fid Miss YVETTE SOUCY. ,

with Miss BEVERLY GUIDRY i
JOBNSON adv1sed that thelr telephone number at
the apartment is 895-9029.

JOHNSON was questioned concerning any telephone
calls received at the apartment from December 15 to December
17, 1967 from anywhere in Texas. She advised that a mutual
friend of theirs who is in the U.S. Air Force and was -’
stationed somewhere near San Antonio, Texas during that period
has .called the apartment on numerous occasions and that’ she,

- feels fairly certain that he called shortly before Christ as,
1967. She said that she could not be certain that the’
was between December 15 to 17, but that it was near those

dates. She advlsed his’ name ls GERARD- DARENSBOURG .

JOHNSON advised that Miss GUIDRY also has*a‘rriend
in Houston, Texas and that individual occaSLOnally calls the
apartment, but she does not know this person’s name and
couau not say he called during. the above period.

JOHNSON adv1sed that Miss GUIDRY is in Lafayette,
Louisiana and will not return unt11 May 13, 1968.

JOHNSON was shown varlons photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY at which time she advised that she did not know this
person although she was aware that he was being sought for
the murder of Doctor MARTIN EUTHER KING.

On 5/1§/§§1L°fNew Orleans,quuﬁéiaha File # NO 157-10673
- 37 . ,
by __SA PAUL G. HENSEL - Date dictated ___5/10/68
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Miss YVETTE SQUCY-was cxmtacted at the Katz and
B@ﬁ&&eff Drug W&n Avenue .-and St. Charles Street,
where she, adviséd she is employed. . She stated that she: lees
at 3003 Tmle s Apartmenf 21]. and’ has telephone AGmbEr
895+9029,"

‘ 6

On 5/10/68 ot _New Orl.taa't:msa Lou:.s~;ana m,# NO 157 10673

by .. SA PAUL C. HENSEL | 8 Dato d,m,,d | _5/1_._._9/@.
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3 ‘Date 5/13/68

e

: “Miss BEVERLY GUIDRY.was contacted at 3003
Toledano Stree®; A g 7which:‘time she advised
that she resides at”’ that apartmeut and‘subscrlbes to
telephone number 895-9029 which is 1o ated at that
apartment. ‘ ki

. GU] ’ﬁ& stated that s é annotArecall rece1v1ng
any telephore call from any place within the State of
‘Texas, during the period Decgmber 15: ;7 1967. She .
advised fhat she cannot recdll ‘her *o mmatesmls YVETTE _
SOUCY gr- Miss -FAY JOHNSON ece1vxn 113 from Texas
durin that period. L

GUIDRY advis ed _(hat she has one’ fnend in
Houston, Texas, with whem she communicates: but that
‘at best she can recal}X she generall -telephoaes this
individual in Houst dvi ‘_hat_person s name
is LILLY THIBEAUX ' .

M1ss GUIDRY .was shown var,ous photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY at which time she advised she recalls seeing
RAY'S photograph in a newspaper but ‘that she was not
familiar with RAY and had never cved 2 call from

him. )
. on 5/13/68_, _New Orleans, Louisia '
by SA PAUL C. HENSEL/ac 39,

This document contains nexf.her recommendations nor conclusxons of the'
. Your agency; it and its contents are not to be dlatnbuted outswe our
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‘EDERALaBUREAU'OF-*INMEST'IGATl.;

1

Mrs. RUSSELL FARLEY £4816% North Prieur S’cr ‘t
advised her telephonc mMumber 1s 943-9109 and she has . ad
this teleph%ne since an unreqalled date in 1964.

Mrs. FARLEY advised that she cannot recall receiving
a telephone call from anyone in the State of Texas between
December 15 .and December 17, :1967. Mrs. FARLEY stated if she
did receive this call, the only person that would call her ~
from Texas is her som, RUSSELL FARLEY /JR., who is currently
enrolled in the Job Corps and 1is stay1ng at the Job Corpst
Training Center at San Marcos, Texas. ;

vised her son cah be reached throﬁgh
rea Mapager, Texas Educational Foundation,
1ng Center, Box 1108, ‘San Marcos, Tbxas, ‘

Mrs. FARLEY
Mr. T, J. GIZELBACH,
Gary Job Corps Tra

- Mrs. FARLEY, a Negro, was shown photographs of JAMES
EARL RAY and she advised that she has never seen this individual
and knows nothing about the individual.

Mrs. FARLEY. further advised that if her som<RUS§ELL
FARLEY, JR., did. fj“iaet telephone her in December of 1967, he
would have made th;fhtelephone call from a pay telephone booth
as he ﬁﬁul@ggot haVe been permitted to use any of the telgphoneb
at the'Job Corps Tralning Center to make a personal long

distance telephone call. .

L

- S o

mrnms

5/9/68

on . New Orleans, 'I.ouisiana-\.»«i -?ile# _- NO 157-10673 .
. . SAs THOMAS E. DUHADWAY and (40% o
by CHEISTOPHER MAZZELLA ~ TED smak D.,,, dictoted ___5/10/68

- . Thils document cdntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of lhe FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outalde your, aqoncy - )
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