.I didn't accept ‘this moncy from Mr, Prolo: as I had ohly ﬁhOVO*
graphs of jade sculptures with mel nmnd beeause I Tolt that My, Prolkos!
behavior was of a highly suspecious niturce.  Shere wore peonle theroe
that night who would be willing té testify to this. I now know that
Mr, Proko~ was ‘attempting to pive me marked one hundred collar noties
which would have lxnked me to thwc ‘eocaine deals

At the time of my arrest in Awnt Charliefts T orlered ab"olutelw
no resistence to the agents 6f the!D,B.A., bul yeoi with handeuffs up-
on my hands I was becatencd by the D,E.A, arents ricnt in front of the
front window of Aunt Charlie's so that all who.were inside of Awd
Charlie's could see. There were many people there that night who
will gladly testify to this,- I'm shre. Yét uhis is-nbt the fu11~f
extent of my abuse.’ . ‘

Upon enterlng Aunt Charlae's ﬂnese seme Feda=a1 D.Q.A. agunts
cursed me and called me a fagroti- leudlv statinc such slanderous in-
sults as "Byron, vou goddamn Tlagrot So you want to go back to nrison
and suck some more dicks and take: wt in the ass." I was alno physi-
cally struck inside tho establishment of Aunt Chorliet's by thoso same
Tfine repnrescntatives of the PFederal Government. Iurthermore, Agent
Bennie Swint, Jr., made the remark very loudly so that all could hsar
"Come on you goddamn ragrot, riove it! You're F01ng baek to prisén
to suck some blg dicks,. " -

Certainly this is slander, not dlscounu1n~ the fact that I was
struck numerous times in a public place. hanr rcirl friends know that
I have no unnatural sex drives. These sare,ﬂrcnts robbed me oF over
$70.00. I can prove the manner in Which I earned this money which
was my Social Security cheeck whieh I had cashed, some 'of wnileh I had
spent. I can produce people Who were there to tCatlfy to the fact
that I had the money just moments prior to my arrest. Plus, I have
the receipt still where I had only $1.85 when I entered the Fulton ;.
County Jail 1mmediately ‘after: my‘arrest. ‘ - B : ’

I shall not Tail to mention  that upon my arrival at the D.E A.
‘headquarters in Atlanta, where I was taken first after I was' picked
up at Aunt Charlie's, arent Bennie Swint, Jr. took me to an office to
further search me and "talk to me.” Once agent Bennie Swint, Jr. and
I were alone 'in that office, Bennie Swint said to me "Y¥ow why don't
you call Brad Marcello up and ask h1m to sell you a noand of heﬂOln.
I bet you he won't ‘do it now." v -

Also at this time agent Benhie Swint, Jr. removed a black jade
and. LK nold bracelet from my arm which I hau nurchaved for cash 12/5/
74 end for which I still Im ve my recdeipt as well as an antigue silver
malacite ring vhich I also still have ny recei Du for vhere T bought
them. I also had in my possessiopn one Chien Luns (ca.. 1750 A,D. .
vhite jade amulet of a lock which Was buried with the dead to logk .

| their spirits to the earth 50 that thev wolildn't become phozt.  YThese
items were never returned to me nor was I pgiven a receipt for them by
agent Bennie Swint. There are people who ve e there at Aunt Charlie's
that night who would testify that'I was-wearing. ‘botn the malacite ring,
black- jade and 14K gold bracelet and that T #ad the OCitien Initig fade
~‘lock at the time of my arrest.- ‘4" d4dn*t have any of these articles
vnen I arrived at the ,JFulton County Jail so I have no receipt for them
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from the D.l.Ae as I wasn'i miven ones Lt is apparcent that whon
of ficer Bennie Swint, Jv, “&13 @ to me™ and searched’me privately
in an office of tho D.L‘x. he: atolo Labﬁc nr:‘c10~ from‘mc,~ The
D.t. Ae now deny having: 1“0*0 ibeﬂsi '

At the Prellnlnnr< lNearing Jud~o Jool Tqum*ﬁ dronﬁed the
charpges apainst. me becatize of o nOSE he iad received from thoe Do, A,
stating that I had boun workine with them providins infermation on |
drur traflficitinr. uqrbld A, Gold of Radlér and Gold (Suite 1710,
Rnodes-Haverty Bldg., 13) Peachtree St,, Atlanta) represented me at -
the Prelim1nary Hearrng. ‘

. 1 was indicted by the Feﬂera1 Grand Jury on the char~e of con-
spiring to distribute six ouncées 'of coeaine on March 6th. I was
qhargod with conspiracy to sell and distribute 10 ounces of cocaine

t the Prelim:nary Hcar1n~ at which the chxn rges vere dropped. what
appencd to the four m1sq;ng ounces ef ‘cocatine? : o

The oririnal charges agamnst us was coneviracv to sell and dis-
tribute 10 ounces of cocaine and by the time the charges reached the
Grand Jury, it's only 6 ounces. Now here is a sa“n"i e, while Tommy
Rauschcnberg was in 3111 with me, he told me that he had sold Specid
Agzent Jerry Chapman 2 1bs of cocaine that night and Scott Boyd agreed
with Tommy Rausuhenoerv as to this fact - that it was 2 1lbs of cocaine
that_Tommy Rauschenbcrg sold - not 6 ounces 'as the charres stand now and
rt 10 ounces as the charges wére at - the Preliminary ﬂoarinb.

What happened to the rest of the cocaine which the agents seized,
Tommy Rauschenberg has bten sentenced to szeven years in Federal prison
with no parole, so he will probably be willing to testify as to the
amount of cocaine wnich he sold to Special Aﬂent Jerry Chanman the -
nlght of his crrests e

Mr. Harold A. Gold. ‘who renrescnted me at the Precliminary Hcarlng
was Mn attorney for the Public Defenders office. William Scott Boyd
was in the Pulton. County Jail with me and was discussing with me- the
Dpossibility of having Harold Gold represent him in this case. Jimmy
‘Boyd, Scott Boyd's brother told ny mother over the talephone that
they were going to pay Mr. Gold to represent Scott Boyd. - Shortly
after thls conversation occured Mr., Gold dropned nmy ‘case’ compnletely,

While in Jail Scott Boyd wrote a letter to Mr. Bernard Fens® r-
wald stating that I had absolutely nothing to do with the sale or
distribution of the cocaine for which I had been charpged. 8cott Boyd
also indicated in his letter to Mr. PFensterwald that I was beirp :
framed by Jerry. Prokos, as I had absolutely nothing to do with that

dope deal.

Later, I was told that Mr, Goli took Scott Bovd berone a closed
session of the Pederal Grand Jury on March 6, 1975 where Scott Boyd -
testified that I set the whole concaine deal un. I wasg told that Scott
Boyd did this because Mr. Gold had promised him that he wauld reeeive
a lipght sentence by so doing.. My trial is zet for Apri) 1k, 1975, ~

. 10200 A.M. in the Old Post Offiqe: Bld:g., ‘Roor 318, Judgo Jmes C.,
“ill, later ehanged to Ju&ga £ﬂsnfel . o

‘i
]
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~ Jerry’ Prokos has becn convicted of tw felonies, one far sales
of:heroin in Michiran and the other one for °tea11n7 an airnlene.
Brad Marcello (this is not his rcal nane) wno is Trom New O*lcﬂns,
Louisana was arrested in New Orlcans towardas the end of 1967 or the
carly part of 1968 for nossession 6f neroin which was found in the
garage portion of a pgarapce anartment in vhich Brad MHarc¢ello was living.
Brad Marcello made bond on this charge and then promptly lelft the state
of Louisana. He never went to court on tiais chargs, and, according to
tne information which I kqvc, these 'old charges are 00111 penaing b
against Brad Marcello in the state of Douisana, al though, it isn't on
the NCLC computer used by the »noliee as they are old charges. Accord-
ing to my 1nfornatlon, there is still a wvarrant outstanding for Brad
Marccllu's arrest in New Orleans. fThese ren are Tedermal narcotics
apent and are prutected by the Drug knforcement Administration.,  This
lq why I have been framed for this charge. IR

lr Ir you'll remember, I had arranged to meke a vesy large buy of
nircotiecs from Brad Marcecllo, Jerry Prokos anc Mick Catri when L first
started to work for the D._..A. Iwas not allowed to nroceecd and have
Brad Marcello and his assbciates 80 throurh with the sale of a large

ar unt of narcotics to my buyer who was to be a D.E.A. agent. Instead,
I|wvas framed by Jerry Prokos and arrested by the D.E.Ae :

Furthermore, I had arranged for the D,E.A. to make a sizeabdle buy
of nsrcotics from Cmrlie Land whom I mentioned earlisr. Charlie Land's
brother is Lemar Land and they sell every kind of drur or narcotic which
there is to sell, and yet, they are never arrested or anything, with the
cxcention of a few couple of urrests which PuSdltCQ in Charlie spendu;J
abqolutely no time in nrmson.

- T had also arranged for the D.E.A, arents to wurcha e cocaine from
Mr., Ambroise of Ambroise-é Uompany whicn is located directly across the
street from the 0ld Post Offlce Bullding. Mr. Ambroise. is ‘Ron Daveney's
partner in that business., : S

) o )

I originally met Ron Daveney throurch Bill Arnett as Ron Daveney was
working with Bill Arnett in ¥illiam and Robert A:ﬂetu, Inc. until Mr.
Ron Daveney did many dishonest things to undermine Bill Arnett's busi-
ness which resulted in Ron Daveney belng kicked@ out of the company.
After Bill Arnett threw Ron Daveéney out of his bu51neso, Ron Daveney
became associated with a Mr, Ambroise,

. Vhen Mr. Ambroise and Ron Daveney forred tbevr vartnershin, they
opened up a small art rallery on Poplar Street which is directly acros
the street from the 0ld Post Office’ building. The conpﬂny 1s row llst—
ed under "Jewelers - Retail," 87 Ponlar Strect, M. W. Mr. Ambroise and
Ron Daveney are now using Ambr01se and Company as a front for the smug-
gling of narcotics into this country from South America in particular,

After my return from Chile, just prlor to my decision to attempt
to work for the Federal rangsters, Mr, Ambroise and T made contact when
I wondered into his business off of the street one day aftér doing sore
rescarch work on art. Upon introduclng myselrl, M», Aﬁu‘é .36 recognized
me, (although, I do not rememter havinc met him before). Mr. Ambroise
approached me with the propersition t izt he would’ like for me to dis-
tribute narcotics for'himself and ‘MF. Ddveney. Mre AmbBroise 1nformdd

/.,
Ky
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me* that M. Davenoy was in Soulh Am:viea ob Lhat time seo T rosdnte
vorey aboul them moming oul ol cgenina, iy Jmdveodse furtlion inforn-
c¢d g thal he was workine in assoeiabion with Hermon and:BLLL Jacltzon,
Once L wns omployed by the D.i.A. as agpeeial emnlovee, I called Mr,
Ambroisc where upon he agrecd fo sell to my "Huvc“" a gquantity ol
Ccocaine. Iy buyer was going to be a sp@cla‘ ament the DeEsa, I
was neverr 2llowed to set ihis bust up, alihourii, ir, Ambroxua md -

agreed to make the sale. I wonder if Mr, Ambroisc wq being glvcn
protection by the Federal ganpsters.

’: hr. ﬂmbrovso dldn'* even seem to worry or ccre about the fact
thau he told me that Ron Daveney. wgs in South America to smupcle co=
cainc into this country.-—-If I was involved in scmething li¥e that,
I[cprtainTy vouldn't'Jusu tell anvone wbout wiitat I was d01np. Mr*
Anbroise told me that if I would distribute ‘cocaine fTor hin and Ron
DaJonev, I wouldn't have to worry about being arrcsted il I was card-
fyl as Mr. Ambroise is a very close versonal f“loﬁd and business as~
sociate of a Federal narcotics agent by the name of iMr. woods from
Clayton County,. Georgia. '

I didn't believe Mr, Amroise when ke told me this as I I‘elt :
that he was just t”v1np to ret me to sell his dope for him and pet -
mq into trouble. Now L do completely doubt tnat thc“e is any honesﬁy
ag far as the D.L‘A. is concerned, . .

. 4 £

Going back to qune who tas a big time syndicate fihurc fijinw ;
dope out of Columbia up through Florida, if vou"l remenber T did
know VWayne's last name, although, he was 71vunw in the' Hill Top aparu-
ments off of Piedmont Road. 4 still remember the anartment in ‘which .
Wayne lived. Wayne's apartment was located di ec:lv across, £ dedirh Lhat'”
of Mr. Jeff Wilcox's who' was a-local hepoin adﬁlCu, with- vnom I &1&
not associate but knew only briefly and mostly I kmow Airt by his
terrfble rcputation. There should still be U5 caliber bullé&t nbles
in that apartment where Wayne's little boy wns nlay;ng Vlhn oné o« -
Wayne's machlne guns and it went orr. . Co

: Wayne was macri:” to ‘a woman of short statues w1th blond hair,
~vwhom he always refered to as "the hooker.” I suppose he nitk namd
her that. . . ; L .

Going back to Brad Marcello, da.ing one’ or ﬂr «d Marcello's and
Jerry Prokos' trips to Atlanta, I introduced Jerry Prokos to “Mr. “Gary
Margol and Mr. Jim Plant who is doing research work at Erory Unmiveér-
sity in the fields of Bio-Chemistry and Micro-Biolory. Neither Gary
Margol or Jim Plant are drug dealers, nor involved in oy lllegal
actlvities to my knowledge. . o o

" In any event, on Brad Narcello's and Jer"v D“okos' next trin to
lAtlanta, they anproached both Mr., Plant and Mr, Margol with an of fer
to pay them for helping Brad Marcello and Jer“y ”ho,os zet Up a lad
to make such drugs as MDA, PCP, STP, etc.. Mr. N*rccl‘o and M». Prokos
offered to pay for the 1ab and all of its equinant, chemicals,” ‘ete.,
as Well as paying both Mr, Plant aWd M Mﬁrrol for thoir . sarV1ce§“ -
‘plus a percentage of the. p'ofibd from the sale -of the drugs that,uhay‘
would be makinge :

w
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Jerry Prokos and Brad Marcello were to sell the drurs which
wowld be made by tqo 1lab. (Botn Jim ﬂl*nt“ﬂ“d Sayr hzr”ol are not drug
dealers so they flatly refused Mr, Muarcello's and” i, %“t*l'o* oi'Ter
as they wanted ab°olu\elv ﬂOuh)ﬂ" to do with =y *llﬁn 1 activities. -
I was out of torm wvhen th1 ;pcld nr occu“od but was 1n*orwcd of
this upon my roturn to A l"m,,x as, ny lrlnwc" vare ~nﬁewh t unsetv a-
bout this. Mre Marcello ond Mp, Prolos ‘Also offer rd Lo sall ﬂnd to
front (mive deues on orodx.) ﬁ*gu,w to Pﬂx'v Jresmol, J“l n*‘\f can b L Gary
Mareol also refused Jerry Prol'o‘,, and, Brad :-‘l“""LQ vnon ‘they ofi‘ Y ed

" to give drugs on eredit to him 1, seil for themy

*

R Durine my last trln to Uct"01t whith T accomnanied’ Brad Mar-
cello on, if you'll “nmenbcr, Briad Marcello left mé in Detroit and
fleu to Neir York whore he wds' buvipn aﬂuns from I'ax’ Sehallman vho ‘dwns
a publlshinﬂ house and an art ﬁﬁllé?y ih Wew York, Hacn Bradl flew: :
bac in his private plané to ﬁatroiu where I°5till was., ‘hen Brad
uqrcello returned to Detroit he told m: that ne md e ‘de#l moing to
11 Wally Eisenbcrb, Bob "Bo' ‘Garret (w0 was into' nu**bal ?"O“Oﬁiona)
and Michael. Tutock who owns Quality Concexts, 1006 David’ Scott Blvd.,
Dotr01t, Michican [8226, phone number (313) 963 5131, a 1arge quanti-

.ty of cocaine.

Brad Marcello had arranced all of tnase dope deals separately
and had offered to give me $35,000.,00 to deliver the do“e fron his
nlane to each of tho e peonle or their revresentatives To prove to'
me that he was ‘not lving, Brad Marcello ‘rvhoned Micpaul “utocv ‘at his
home in Farmington who conlirmed ‘that 'he wgs buying a vound of o=
caine from Brad Marcello Midhacl Putoek 2¥so stated thathe was:
selling some pounds of P C P, to Bred Morcello. Shorily after Brad
Marcello made this offer to me, I jumped on the next jet out of '
Petroit to Atlanta leav1ng B*ad w:.thwnie dove dpals._

Another odd incidc*xt beeured Just’ a"suut Decew»ber J,. 975 (I*n :
not sure as to the date). T was vitked un by +his rir} by the nane
of Jen Frabbiele. -While at Jcn’?%abbxele"f ava*uﬂeﬁt, Jerry Prokosd
called me and told me that he ima fotten the riumbbr where T rds’ Trom
.my mother. Jerry Prokos was ta 1Iing~ma reraréing nis purchises of
ancient Chinese jade sculpbtureés and biner objects of art which was -
to take place during Jerry Frokos® frext trin to Atlanta. During
my conversation with Jerrv Prokog, 1 mentlonea B“ad .arcello's name.

AN _

After I was throush’ tal‘lfmg to- .‘ferry Prokos, Iﬁss F‘"aob* ele t‘;old
me that she knew Brad Marcello, Brdd Marcello's fathecr and his brotle rs
and whole family. Miss Frabbiels ‘@lso indicut ed that she lmew Nick
Catri as well. It was at this time tnat Jon Frabbiele informed me
tnat her father is Mr. Frabbiele, and that she came to Atlanta from

Tew Orlcans to hide out from her father and his mobster friefids. © This
came as a shock to me. Then Jon Fravbiele starting telliny me that I
should hnve ‘absolutely nothxng to do wiﬁh Prad Larcollb or nnyonu -3
sociatud wlth hime , 3 .

—

At this time Jon Fraobiele started telling me about the murdar
of C.eg Culpepper in New Orleans sometlme ggo. 0ddly thairgh it may
socem, 1 knew Creg Culpepnor awd Wi's family for many yesis as they -
» 1ived only a few houses down from ny parents home on ¥ildwood Road.
(Creg Culpepper's father - -ouns the RBuclithead House of Travel in Atlanta).
/

'1
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1 Creg Culpenpor wna'“o3ﬁinn rOCAlna'jma.urnnc ﬂnd.mnt lon<M“
Mool 10, sre, Brad Mareello ,.md Hr, e \;})m ¢le in Hew Orleans, un-~
Lil sueh time that Cred Culxwotqm r decided he hnd made enouri nmv1rv

se that he could buy. Lhe napserangin he @Ld aYn nantod.a Heodow o
murd that he would stop aouil}{: Ay apd: revurn o Atln“t.'x« the next
morning. He was supposed to haye. gnd,;ioo O:0.0Q cash in his posscse
sion. . His mistake was that he had .informed lir, Frabdbielc and. ‘Brud
Lv]gcllo that he wasn't golng to dezl for them anvﬂore.

That nlphb Federdl narcotics. .agonts - hrole inte Crﬂg's anpart- -
ment and blew his head off with a doyble W rrel shot pun.  Tac ‘ngents
said that Creg was about. to run.ouf bhe Paglk door.so. they had to:rshoot
him. The truth is that Mr. Marcelle and Mr.. Frabdoiele ordaved Creg
kx]]cd because he knew too muchy he was ng lon-~er going to work for
thom and because they wanted %o rob him.of the.meongy.which he had
made selling their dove. You sce, Miss Jon Frabbiele says that she
hqd gone to Creg's apartment to warn him because she inew what was
going to happen "to Creg because she had overneard ner father and
‘Mr. Marcello, Sr. dlucusslﬂ" the matter. I am lOOZ sure that Jon

Frpabbiele was telllnr the truth. :

.-

Just as soon. as I montioned Brad(Mqroello's name over thu nhorn
tq Jerry Prokos, she pulled out a niece of weper from her nurse with
Brad Marcello!'s namc, address and phene number, plus she had: phote-
rnarhs of Brad Marcello. The last time I sax Crer Culreuner alive
I|just happen to run into him at Piedmont Park. He was uxth Frank
Cralft, and Joe South (the rock starla. e

D SIS § PP . D S T
g .

* While I was in Asia with Bill Jaeckson, I learned through hime
that he had sent a shivment of fsien herein beck to the United Staues
consealed inside a teekwood log.: ¥hile in Banukol, Bill Jackson pur-
chasqd a lot of hugh teekwood: logs - One. of these had a hollow. place
in if in which the I roin was hidden. . After ‘the, heroin was nidden
inside this hollow place in- the 10@, 1t was. packed in with dirt, then
a layer of cement was added, covering this. tain layer of cement was-a
dayer of plastio wood or 'wood puddy."

Bill Jackson's shipment of teelkwood. logs went to New York City.
Bill Jackson was in contaet with Max Schullman in Hew Yor¥ by means
of correspondence. Whilme we were. in:Bangkok I & the lacters which
Bill Jackson wrote/}o Max SchullMan.~~ i :

o

# One more thing, when I*wus arrasted at Aunt Charlie!s by the '
D.E.,A. agents L was never given my rights, as the agents are suppose
to do under the law. The reason the asents didn't cive me my r*gnus
is becausa they vare too msy beatiﬁg m up an& eu.,su'xg_z,t !b .‘f"

Gy oo
Marcolle Marcello is Brad Marcello's brother.

’
o
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Reecemnrtly you should huave recolved gomo Lengihly materldl yo-
gaeding the knowledsmoe I hove of tno mwusder of Dre Ling as Well ua
my tromoncous trovblos wiich huve resulicd fram iy attaapls to givo
woas infoimsation I have Lo the Fedeoxiol CGovosly .:;nu.

As my matorials stabod, I overhoand a ~oruio a of' the coniznirocy
Co assassinete Dpe Martin Luthor idng just ona wesl prior to Tho
ceounl an sansum‘a‘. Ol IA thio convers pica viish T ovar Boand coneovie
v Dee Hing's assascinailion roileronce was also wmadoe to Prosidont
Koumody by assagsination.

. Lator I rolntod what I had overhoard pocading Dre Kinels rmpe
dor to my mothor rnd sho ueln.oved Mo g shworviy uncrecafver inriin
Ll'w i King wog medored just ao I ind told hor o would b, Ve

woro both very rfouzrliul of owr W:i.vou as tho ansassins gave o roa-

son bo bollove that they suspeoetod that I may havo overiocara a
1‘>oruo,n oi' their econagpiracy to cgsasginato Dre KX :

Tho agssnaasing throatoned the lives ol both iy mother and ny-
$¢1L whieh pave us cauge to romain silent unv ;L AVT0 wilwent ve at- o
fenptod to bring thils matior to the attention of oivicigls withiin

tho Medoral Covernment so that justico could ‘wo sorveds Il motler
nd I contuacied every brancih withiin the fode:r: Covo*z:r:cn'i; but were
only troated rudely by thozo offleials ui.".m.n tho Federal Coveriionte

, In 1970 T read an article aboud i, Born:
houds a growp called tho Comzaitteo to Imvesti
After roading this erficls I deelded to contact .._. fensv
e, fonsterwald sent b chioef invcsm.f-c.to., e ilon aivh to Atlanta
whore I supplied him with all of the inl r::a:.;s.cn '.:ixic.h I Ineus

1\7:‘3.@, Jr. who
sinations
el ﬂ

S
c. ["N
o

! After contacting the officials within the Federal Coveinzat cone
corning what infoimiaiion I had re garding tho assuscination ol D
King, the very asaossing v.ho.n I had informwd oa coutvaciod o ond ny
mothor cnd throatoned to kill us and turn ouwr iounc dowm Jfor huving
informod on thon., Thoeoo assassins told me that € X7 cm‘lc. not bao
infamnd on na they vwere syndicate wnd the symdiczta wes o govern-
nont within a goveramont as thoy had high people within thie govern-
nont whon they worked withe *

Ever sinco that timo nmy wother and I have bteon threatoned,
victimizod and the objects of nunecrous dirty triclha by tho Yedoral
Covormaont. Our hono has boen broker into Ly zyadicats people to
torrorizo us in order to koop ws silent. Vo huave had heroin moiled
to us from Bangitok so that my mother and I could bo arrocied and

fraied for the importation of heroin. We have beon conztantly o
" fraid for our lives a3 wo have recolvod constmnt threats fron thcse
au.,ass:‘ms.

Esrcrytn.rw iy mothor and I huve cono to lau enforccront agoi=

cloa for holp woe rcceivod no help and snttours only pot worsc ror
us. JDuring thin ontiro poriod of tine iir. Bernard Fonstoervald, Jre
. ; ’ R .

!
4 . : ¢
' .
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CALre Gunith boliove tiaed I wm boing oo

{ . : e

re Yon :_i:.zith\'f’f“cn:fto‘,mald & Oudhasen bt
atadedy, SUY V., Washingbow, . Ce 20006, » :
JiRe Ken &alviita hoie phione mualor ig (703) (Fo-i] :
tiied to invoegtisato theo inlormation wividy s e ond thwey
have discovorcd somo vory Lmortant thligy o o uastorucld dad
, letoly- trebiidud aad noassy ag
they lhuvo gpont the pagl five yowrsg invesilitin the inifomaation
uhich I gave thom and it has bocn veiy Liwcovs-ab to Ghom in (noiz
rocont attempts to got Juuws Bard day a new toisl.

»

§

hovo eoll-.

‘ In Novombor, 197, I called IMv, ilvum Snily und 1Dxe Doxaced )
Fonatorwald ao I vanted to work with tho Molornd Covodidonts I .
folt that tho Watorguto case had sufficicntly reioved wac coviame
Glon within the Poderal Covorrmeont so thab 1 could wori witiy thon

in ordor o assist in neiting cases apainst thw penraters vion wy
nothor ond I had beoen £i/aving for yoars. I tallxd with fea Sulth
hbout a najor smpsling opeation duvelving the eounsling of Oh

ltdlos of cocaine inw the United statas froa Sowh duorica by live
Drad Marcello, Nid: Catri and Jorry Frokos. o :

- lire Smith contacted lire Durzunsizi of tho Ue Se Cuasbona, Fullo
Churdr, Virginia socording this mattor. | ke Darsaasid contacted

re Jask 2olcdin and (corpo Sclmealy of tho Donte of dreucuvy Durcan
of Cugtoms. I gavo wiaat inlormation I hed to iive Jock Doldin wad
roorgo Schmsaky. Sinco mogt of Gio infoiuntion I had concomed ,
praugiling and godilngg narcotics, 1, Boldin contuctod tie Drug e
forgcamnt Aqaindgtration snd thoy sont agonts ‘o als ollice to spoalk
Lo mo. - : ’ : ' ot

Jpocial Agont lilke Dorsott of tho D.ileie winiiod ne to worle with
them in an undercovor campacity aa a "sgpceicd ¢.nvloyco ol tiie DeileAs
For noarly itwo uccits I went arownd arraasing o Deiede vecnts to
-wako buys lrom various dru; dealors imeludiug ke Lrad farccllos iXe
Harcollo had apreed to so0ll a pound of horoin s wWoll as sevorel
pounds of cocaince The DyileAs would not go thwowd with way of (ho
buys and stated that I could not work in an wndergoved conmacliye
It shocked me thut tho DeE.de wouldd not go tun uga with tho purchago
of narcotiocs fron Drad Marcello, : o

- Tater tho D,E.ds, Brad larcollo cnd Jorry Proitos woro instrit~
nontol in framing mo for "conspiraey to distributo cocaina." I
~later learned thut Brad Narcello is really Specidh Anend Ron Dyroa
Baker of tho D,7.As and that Jeryy Prokos is o .sncceid onployoeo of
the D.EsAe Vadd)o I was o "speelal anployco® of tiis Deileds I vetlloldle
ly arrangoed to malke a purchaso of narcotvics {rom a Spoeiosl isgond '
(Ron Boker) of tho Delede who was involved In simgrling tao cooaine
into tho cowntry. This 43 tho roason thnt I in ve boen X~ wiode :

. I hod actually uncovared a arggling operation eariied oub by
agonts of tho Drug Dnlorcomont Adalnistration, bat I ddntt loow
~that the srmgplers wore Pederal Aponts until I had pone ve tho
Foderal Covorment to try to Lolp in thelr arrosié und coaviction,
and was franoed by Jerry Prokos and Drad iarcsllo, All of this und
mach much 43 documonted and in theo possossion of ilre Irnest D.
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}roo eiho (Brookings ond Puroff Law Offices, &UL3 Cain Tower, Pouche
‘1"50 dontbor, Atlantve, Georgia 30303, '..olo..l_cm (i:0ip) 65 ‘“'-L uuu.,

I _xa oonnchi*lf‘ Jou, haeauso I a1 nod : '}.r.v iho wafel position
vhero I st vednyg vt Lol o.':'“(no.q I Dewvs o Ly asucr wm.x oV SO0
Sonado or Cons rcq;von:xl Comidlitee o ,c!.c» C'...!. oo o p":.:,-on sooned
for a erine waieh I oa 1.mocm ol 2 oaky m:u. 2opo of poviing
out oi Jadil and eleaving ny nemo J.., to e eao Bae poal eriiainols i‘o..

vhat ho*‘ 0rge .
I am attompting to buing ny aso o tho citcavion of peoplo who
will .1ct on 1t and iavesti 2o t:.o natorial wi:ielr I provido. I w1 ¢

asking you to holo nic with this in whatover woy jou can so o iU -
an bo ix 01)01‘1] invostiratveds Beenusc I wenb vo tie govorniacat ia
ood fadth, I bavo sufTerod moro txmn @ yono chould hive and hag

ly f&\:iilyo . .

- X h.wo onoco agrain gone to tho Federal Covorzsmient in oxdex to
uphly thon with inroruasion and onod again 1 anvo been fraicd fow
ering vaich I did not coxnit. I wrgently nced kelp witih thisg caso
°r Il Lo tho vicudm of & torrihloe iﬂjusu.acc. Ifa alvoady the vice
in of a terriblo :m;;uat:.ce, but 1L saacons or sowe ageney docan't |
clp mo, thoe DeBeAs shall o zuccossiul ja Jreaaing w2 go that Il
pond ?.m:; yoars in prison for a crimo umcn I @ cou pletol,; inno« -
‘ o"xt of. : . K

'rhou Gh thegoe mtcri als are lon(;thly, I do wrpe "ou Lo stuc.J

iom olosoly ag ‘I cuon agsurae you Lho indortanticn co::‘\:m.nod tiorein S.a
of najor intorest, Iy moticr is Uy plryy Vads movoeid for mo wnd mil-
ing iv to you as I am in the ‘Mlton Cmu\ Ty eail in Ablonta. o Though
1y mouvihey  may ncizo n:hxax- crrorg wid ...-., 5808 In Doy ‘"“".‘I..l 3 I cinn age-
guro you ilhat vhat nmatorlal you ec¢civo ig cohplo v".‘l,}' Y'uo o..ml Spetus .
nl to tho bost oi‘ ny knouledse. , :

: &* Id urgo you to contact Hre Dornard “c-xs»owua:!d and e 1%m
salth 4n ordsr bo vorify wost of the i.mow.mt.;.on diiell I oam cupply=-
ing you. I oan assuve you that e Kon Smilih znd ilre :*c":auoz'»mld
 6an ‘and uill attos L to m‘ sinccrity and honogty. .

J.noo: oly you:.ns e

. .

. Pe8e In rac.xrds to tho only major mistako '.:h).ch Wy 10ther move au
typing up nmy story, tho individual whoa sy mothdy rererscd to a3

, "Uayno Sith from Winder, Ga.," is actuxlly Fitll Jdth (. om Winde,
Ga.  Also, it wes Dill Jackson wio t02d 0 thiat “Ivosidene z{c'mody
was assassinated boczuse he was conspiring u.l....x tho Oomamiat" and
not Herman Jackson as my nother twed. ‘ , - .

v
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N

oxﬁm (Broo d.ns end Puroff Loy OLfices, &0L3 Cain. To“o‘e, l’c;.
2o donbor, .\tlv,nua, ueo i 303.0,), ..olo..l:cm («,O.;.) 65G-2Li0,

2

%3 oonncu.l.*l.". Jou .Ju ;aUns0 1 nows n ..o .r'“'l -)QJJ.L".-I
- whoro X st velbyy vhht 10 "o .&.tno '£ noevae o thy chaw.cm oL 0030
Sonnto o Com rc'r::on.xl Cozmdtioe o else vl oo to p“:.r;on donned

for a erino uniehl I o dnnocent of Wooaly real hopo of seshing
" out of j'u.l and ¢gleasing ny mno :.u te c: g q e poal erininmils io“
-h 3+ uho 0rCe , : S

I am attmpti:  to b sing ay caso $o o v:‘u..e wion of »eoplo who

- will aet on it and LNOoull ave tho malowisl ulieh I provido. Il
asking you to hwlp ric with this in wiaever woy you can so taas 4%
an bo 11'01361‘13 iavestigaieds Beomuse I sont Lo Ui governaont ia
ood fadth, I havo suflerod ROTY tnm: @ yono chould h. vo and ® hus
‘y fm"ily. ~ . . S

I have once ar-o.in gonte to tho "‘edornl Covorrmient in oxdex v
w ‘JIJ tion with inrormation and onod again I hovo beont fruicd 1‘0“
oriro vnieh I did not coxnit. I wrgontly nced ielp with this caso
» I'11 be tho vicinm of a torpdhie i"xjusw.:.ce. Ifa alvoady the vige
in of a taerriblo m,}a.:ztxce, but 4 saloons o sovwe wgeney docan't
clp mo, tho D.Beds shall vo succossful sa Sraadng we:go that Il
>pcmd riz‘nmj yoax-a in pr:v.son for a crimo- ub.:..cn I ca couplei.alJ inno-
cant of,.

Though these mtcz'i als aro longthly, I <o wrpe ou to st-uc.,,r

the clogely as I cun agsura you tho indermaticn cm‘cm.nna tioroin ia
of najor intorest. Ify moilicr is typing tids i sbonid for mo xud il
ing it to you aa I au in the Fulton Cowiny Jail in Ablonta. - Thouga
ny noihor  may. nolzo ninor orrors wid miotiikes in Loy ‘*1\111._,, I cin a3d=-
suro you that wvhat natcrizl you e ceivo is wmlc‘clj mo 0.1..1 et .
nl to tha bost ot‘ ny lmowlod."e. , '

. ﬂ' ‘I do urgo you to contact e, Barmm Jcnaio"nﬂd u..xd Jr. zicn .
Saith in ordor to vorify wost of the imformution which I am gupplyw
you. I oan assure you that lhre Kon Smith znd ire Pons uOl’Uuld .
- ean and will attost to, .rr:f_ sinccrity and honosb,{. \ .

'V 7"!/' B .oincmol:f youz'a.

VW

. o !

. PeS8e. In ragards to t.m only major mistake iluich ‘.z:,r 10Lhe® Mo 1
typing up my story, tho inah.vidual whoi oy mothse rerericd to ug

, "waynae Smith from Winder, Gs.," is ac‘.;u:ll:; Fall 3dth €om Winda,
Ga. Also, it wcs Dill Jackson vito . $old uo. i'.u,\':. i"*csidc 16 z{cﬁn:g
was assassinated booouce he wos consp ':lns wlth tho Comamiat!
not He:‘man Jackson as my notaecr t;wo L e e
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6/25/75

AIRTEL
TO3 DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (RUC)
MURKIN

Re Atlanta nitel to the Bureau, 6/23/75 (no copies to
Memphis), and Atlanta tel-calls to Bureau, 6/24/75 and 6/25/75.

Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an LHM
d%§gd 3423/75, and captioned, '"ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER
K 1) *

Enclosed for Memphis is one copy of LHM for
information purposes.

For information of the Bureau and Memphis, informa-

tion in LHM not only pertains to MURKIN, but contains a
considerable amount of information concerning narcotics
traffic. The writer of the letters, who most certainly
appears to be ROBERT BYRON WATSON, is obviously an individual
whose reliability and integrity is at best suspect in view of
the story he fabricated regarding MURKIN in 1971. Therefore,
Atlanta feels the information he has furnished concerning his,
as well as others, involvement in narcotics traffic bears
careful scrutiny before any investigation 1s conducted by any

agency.

The Bureau is requested to disseminate the enclosed
LHM to the U. S. Department of Justice for their evaluation
and consideration, and Atlanta will conduct no investigation
nor will Atlanta disseminate any information contained therein
pending receipt of adviee from the Bureau and the Department.

Buress (Eac {1980 dufrm 298
é%ﬁ?&mjhis(%ﬁallgg7) (ad\ 1)1t o

Atlanta

SEARCHED INDEXED B
BRB:cw éms}ffm SERIALZ
(6) |
JUL 21975 |
FBi~ MEMPHIS i

|
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

FBI

I
|
|
|
|
|

Date: 7/17/75 :

|

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT ﬁ
I

|

|

|

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE NITEL

(Precedence)

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861)
FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P*)
MURKIN

RETIRED SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN, MEMPHIS, TENN,, HAS BEEN
CONTACTED BY ESTHER KARTIGANER AND BY ERNEST LEISER WHO DESIRE
TO INTERVIEW HIM RE INSTANT CASE. THESE INDIVIDUALS CLAIM TO
BE DOING A CBS TELEVISION DOCUMENTARY ON THE KING MURDER.
JENSEN WAS SAC AT MEMPHIS WHEN KING WASKILLED, HE HAS INDICATED
THAT IF HE IS INTERVIEWED HE WILL SIMPLY EXPRESS OPINION THAT
JAMES EARL RAY ACTING ALONE KILLED KING.

THIS IS FURNISHED FOR THE BUREAU'S INFORMATION,
END,

'(ICI){:Ja wETe ../},, y "' _
l‘j I Lol G N

)
st

2
¢% e H

M  Per

[
Y -1987.3ub-m 8%

Approved: - Sent
Spec Agent in Charge
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TP-350 (Hev, 7-16-03)

(tount Clizping in Space Below)

On Km Data

By MICHAEL LOLLﬂR

"+ Two Atlanta policg intelligence oﬁhcers

were in Memphis yesterday to help evalu-
ate possible new information.in. the 1968
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr... . .
.A spokesman for the intelligence divi-
sion there said the information, received
last month by Atlanta Police Commission-
er Reginald Eaves, is inconclusive as 1o a
possiblé conspiracy inthe ng siaymg
* “But, much of the’ mf i
.celved :

smugglmg and. |
with _either con essed
Eart Ray or'tlmfslaymguself R

Testlmo? and government statem
involvin ay often have revolved ar
‘his posslble involvement I gin-running
or other smuggling:activities, and Ray has
claimed he was set up by a: mystenous
cohort pamed 1w

As for the con A0y angle, the source
said, “We have nothing concrete.” He
said, however, the. mﬁnfmatwn could.open
‘new leads involving’a conspiracy. “It

- looks like what e might turn up could be
true: We just don't “know whether we can

prove it.”

The mformatmn received by Eaves was
in a swort statement claiming someone in
iaddition to Ray particjpated -in King's
slaying. Eaves said last month the state-

‘ment ¢ arranis .our serlous .con-,

sideration.”

He refused to 1dent1fy t'he person w ,
provided the information, but said it w,

livered by & second party he describg

“someone I respect a great deal.”:

Another Atlanta Police Depar;mem

pokesmn said, “This is not a.routine
“mvestigation.” He said ‘the supposed con-
spiracy is based in Atlanta,- which gives
the Atlants Police Departriient jurisdiction
toiinvestigate in Tennessee.

“Some of it checks out and -some-of it
doesn’t.. . . there doesn’t appear to be any
CIA involvement at all.” The spokesman
;E the investigators who were in Mem-

yés&emaywﬂltrytotalkm'l‘emes-

todayl latér may try to talk to Hous--

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Title:
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P30 {itew, 7-10-504)

(Mount Clipping in Space Delove)

{Indjcate page, nam? of

Pty av stote.
newepaper, cily cna stoted)

Wmmem-’ | - ad@@an to: R.ay mrﬁﬁc;glt‘t‘nmi;n ?? | .:4

1plns‘ today - inve igat

- jent to warrant furtheriuvemgaﬁm ke
- §.The mtelhgence division official said

. An official with the Atlanta Police - MEEPEIS, TURN.
Department’s intelligence division wd
two.of their officers were in town yes. -
‘terday and would remain about § weuk.‘
intemewmg people and gomg r
It waa learned that the two officers -
‘spent almost seven hours interviewingy
Robert L Livingston, one of the current § .
‘ attorneys far James Earl Ray, confess- |

lbex'h DeBmler, ageat in
1‘ - of the Atlanta office; said . ;
forwarded .the information to.. 7
‘eivil rights divismno!theUSDa-‘ S p—
tment of Jﬁsﬁee but “we have not ‘4

ed agsassin.of King. “They were check--

ing out some leads they had, it S
* would be too early to-tell if théyb?vire; i}
Blszlcmt or not,” said Li last
Dight after the. exhaustive. interview § =
enﬁedaboutmpm.ﬂestidtheofﬁm '
ft him a copy of 4 statement; -
ﬁﬁmaw‘x);mracy, Vﬁ@hmoﬂgb s : y J
Y given unnamed - ‘sources to . . >/

Atlanta Police Com]msswner wwg Date: 0;7/6 75
Eaveslastﬂmth ' Edition: [, ve ) .
L dont kzg;lwhat it all says,” said , Awtor; CHARLES X,

vingston, should ham D YERIDYR
tolookatxttoday haveac W Editor:  SCHY 43

Russell ' X Thonmson, a Memphis - , " ‘ Title:
gome}r whodwomd on the case with o

Vs first efense lawyer, Arthar 3 4 \
Hanes of Birmingham, Xﬁe said ‘the - L\“‘\ng mq 0(
two officer; also questloned him - Choracter:
yesterday. _ o
E&V“mtmmof ,s,omsoae-‘in;ﬂ . Classification:

‘ ‘ ' Submiting Office:  MEMPILT 8
r:! Belng Investigaeted
; v ‘éEf\R. D Nn[XE’O 777
- SERIALL
U\ 2 }1975
- oL o L e MEMRHIS
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PRIERE D'ADRESSER LES
LETTRES COMME SUIT:

PLEASE ADDRESS
CORRESPONDENCE TO:

“E COMMISSAIRE .
GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA
OTTAWA, CANADA

THE COMMISSIONER
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
OTTAWA, CANADA

K1A OR2 K1A OR2
YOUJR NO.
HEADQUARTERS VOTRE NO 444
DIRECTION GENERALE
OUR NO.

NOTREN G8HQ-791-Q-60

June 23, 1975.

Mr. Joseph A, Marion Jr.,
c/o United States Embassy,
100 Wellington Street,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

Re: James Earl RAY
Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr. -
Victim
Civil Rights - Conspiracy

Reference is made to our letter of February 8,
1973, and your Memphis report dated March 1, 1973,
concerning disposition of exhibits being held by our

Force in respect to captioned matter, -

It would be appreciated if your Memphis
office could once again cause enquiries to be made
with Mr. J. Clyde Mason, Assistant District Attorney
General, to determine the present status of matters
before the Courts in respect to James Earl RAY,

Your assistance is appresiated.
167‘ I
v

E.A. Marshall, Insp.,
OfficeY in Charge,
Federal General Branch.

FBI-MEMPHIS . |

i J b o
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OTT-4 (Rev. 12-22-65)

Date: 7-9-75

To: Director, FBI (Bufile : 44-38861 )
Attention
From: Legal Attache, Ottawa (444 )
Title Character
DR, MARTIN LUTAER KING - VICTIM| oo
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY Ottawa letter dated 2-12-73,

Enclosed are the following communications received from the RCMP: Original and

two copies of RCMP letter dated 6-23-75,

Remarks:

Nemphis note RCMP's request asd advise.

Dissemingation
:l May be made as received

May be made as indicated by stamp on enclosure
May not be made without further clearance with RCMP

Following offices would be interested in receiving copies of enclosures:

Memphis (44-1987)

Status with this office:

Do not write in space below

M 903

[ Ruc 44+19%
Pending SEARCHED . INDEXED pg .
SERIALICeE PG HeD T XY
“1 ¢@& - Memphis (Enc. 1) R
T¢c - Foreign Liaison Unit R 4
Direct (Enc. 1) LR
p JFB:jhc

Py 4
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Memphis, Tennessee
July 22, 1975

JAMES EARL RAY;

DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM;

CIVIL RIGHTS

On July 18, 1975, Mr. Terry Lafferty, Assistant
District Attorney General, 15th Judicial Circuit of
Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee, was reminded that the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police are still holding certain
items of evidence which were obtained by them during
their investigation of the murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Mr. Lafferty stated that James Earl Ray's
attorneys are still actively seeking to have Ray's guilty
plea voided with a view toward having the State of Tennessee
try him before a jury for the murder of Dr. King. He stated
he regrets any inconvenience this may be causing the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police but he respectfully requests that
they retain any and all evidence which might ever be of
value in the event James Earl Ray is successful in obtaining
a trial.

- Bureau (44-38861)
@- Memphis (44-1987)
JCH: jap ’
(6) :
it ad
( §$ 1*
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 7/22/75
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P*)

MURKIN
CR

Re Legat, Ottawa, letter to the Bureau, 7/9/75.

Enclosed for the Bureau are 5 copies of an LHM
in this matter dated 7/22/75. 1t is requested that a copy

of this LHM be forwarded to Legat, Ottawa, for transmittal
to the RCMP.

- Bureau (Encs. 5) L 2
- Memphis N

JCH: jap .

a3 . P, ul

7 0331 M‘qug
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&EF“CAN

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Atlanta, Georgia
File No.

el()\‘\-"”O/V

"27g.191®

August 1, 1975
MURKIN

On July 30, 1975, Atlanta Public Safety Commissioner

A. Reginald Eaves, held a news conference at which time he

N3°\0

)
(7
"MN3y

released the results of his investigation into the assassina-
tion of Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. Two newspaper accounts
of this conference are attached to this memorandum.

It is pointed out in these accounts Eaves advised
that because of the many questiors which remain in the case,
he would ask the U. S. Department of Justice, Officials in
Memphis, and U. S. Representative Andrew Young to initiate
investigation to insure that injustice has not been perpetrated.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is kaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.

4-19%) Sedm. 90c
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By CLIFF GREEN

Public Safety Commissioner’
A. Reginald Eaves conceded
Wednesday that allegations
the assassination of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. was the
result of an Atlanta-based
conspiracy are “not substanti-
ated.”

Eaves then returned the
ball to where it had been ever
since the Nob€l Prize winning
civil rights leader was gunned
down in 1968: The U.S. De-;
partment of Justice and local

uthorities in Memphis.
‘The commissioner ordereck
investigation into the King
urder a month ago after
comedian Dick Gregory gave
him a copy of a statement by
a twice-convicted drug dealer;
Robert Byron Watson, why)
claimed to have overheant
several Atlanta men discuss
ing King’s murder a week be?
re it occurred.

} The Watson statement pto-
ftided no accurate information
the assassination.

The Atlanta

?LEavu said the statemetT.l
id give Atlanta investigators
unspecified “leads” in the
tase, but indicated the “leads”

had nothing to do with the

Atlanta men.

In fact, he said two of the
men named by Watson who
are still living in Atlanta took
polygraph examinations over
?l?e weekend, and the '}1;
getector indicated the individ-

ugls were not involved in tiie
alleged conspiracy. [}
E‘Based on this evidence,”
Egves said in a prepared
statement, “our investigation,
therefore, causes us to reject
the probability of a conspir-
acy based upon ths specific
allegations made by Watson
in the document he submitted
relative to Dr. King’s death.”
Watson and his mother,
Mrs. R. W. Watson, have been
trying to convince officials of
the truth of the 21-year-old’s
story since 1970, two years
after Dr. King's death. !
The Atlanta office of tle
I said it obtained the same

|

‘ormation in 1971 and fourd
Constitutien, Page groundess, N
1-A, July 30, 1975

* 7" Watson claims to have been

framed on charges of import
ing heroin in 1972 and charges,
<of conspiring to distribute co-
caine in January 1975 by>
“high government officials
and the syndicate” because of
his knowledge of the conspir-

acy.

%avw said the Atlanta Bu-

reau of Police Services inves-
tigation “found no evidence to
support his claims.”
A mental examination has
been ordered for Watson, who
is confined to the Federal
Youth Center in Ashland, Ky.

At one point during the bu-
reau's probe, Eaves said it
would have been impossible
for the FBI to investigate the
Watson statement four years
ago, because some of the
information was as new as
1974.

During the Wednesday .
press conference, however,
Eaves admitted that the new

information concerned drugs,
not the assassination. %
5 “Unless new information
becomes available,” Eavis
said, “I consider the subjept
plosed,” N
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A. REGINALD EAVES DISCLOSES HE WAS UNABLE TO FIND NEW EVIDENCE IN KING MURDER CASE
Says wace-Convncted Dmg Dealer’s Statement Named Two Men, But Lie Detector Apparently Cleared Them

SV ST IO EIL SENNE TN B & ST X S S SRR, BT B
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aves’ King Probe Called
Waste, Embarrassment”

By JIV. STEWART F
Public Safety. Zommissioner Regirald
Eaves’ fruitless invsstigation into the assas-
sination of Dr. Mar’in Luther King Jr. was
“a waste of time.-.money and a source of
embarrassment to.me and my family,” one
of the targets &l that investigation said
Wednesday. ;
_Bane. Culley, *: self-employed Atlanta
. bqsmwsman, said ‘ine had cooperated fully
Jith investigators in the probe “at a great
Fyst to me in terms of time and lawyex{s’
w.!'

.-

Eaves said Wednesday a report he !k‘

ived alleging an Atlanta-based conspiracy .

‘,' totedkm Dr. King “could not be substanti- |

]ated.” o

" “Unless new information becomes

- available, I consider the subject closed,”*
Eaves announced at a press conference.

. Culley and several other men were
* pamed by Robert Byron Watson, a federal
inmate serving time for a drug convictior
" as having plotted King’s death a week be~
fore the civil rights leader was shot April 4,
| 1968, on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis. '

*T have no comment on what Watson hﬂ
say until I have a chance to read his entire
gtatement,” Culley said. “But I think the fact
t both the FBI and the Atlanta police have
looked into it and dismissed it speaks for it-
ulL"

Culley said intelligence officers who inter-
viewed him were “polite” but were not specific
about what he was suspected of. )

“I volunteered to take a polygraph exami-
pation,” Culley said. “When it was ebmpleted I
didn't even ask what the results were. I knew
what they were.” .

Culley admitted that he knew his accuser
when the young man worked at a Buckhead

gallery, the scene of the alleged plot to kiil

. King. “Ii you know Watson or have ever

F had
! and not allowing access to its records. F

Watson, 21, is currently serving a five,

year sentence in Ashland, Ky., for conviction.ol

4 barcotics trafficking. U.S. District Judge Ne-
. well Edenfield, who originally sentenced Wa'»
; son, has since ordered that he undergo psychi:

i atric examination.

A rambling, 34-page statement by Watson
on his dealings in the drug market included
about three pages of information alleging the
King plot. Eaves said Wednesday the statement
was given to him by comedian Dick Gregory.

“I can now state categoricaily that many
of the names, places and dates concerning the
alleged conspiracy have been corroborated,”
Eaves said. “However, equally as important,
Watson’s claims of involvement by individuals

.he named as conspiring to kill Dr. King could

* not be substantiated.”

Eaves said that while the investigation of
'L Watson’s allegations proved fruitless, detectives
Y did receive information “which indicates “n
possibility” that there may have been a con
spiracy linked to King’s death. b

He added, however, “We are unable to at-
test to the reliability of persons who claim
knowledge of a conspiracy.” .

Because of the “many questions” which re-
main in the case, Eaves said he would ask the
Justice department, officials in Memphis and
US. Rep. Andrew Young to initiate an investi-
gation “to insure that an injustice has not been
perpetrated.”

Eaves declined to discuss what new infor-
mation his investigators had received. He con-
ceded that Watson's report was the same one
received and dismissed as useless by the FBI
in 1971, : .
In the course of the investigation Eaves
accused the FBI of being uncooperative

Eaves said his investigators talked with 11 |°
“ law enforcement agencies and 35 “non-govern-'

ked with him, then you know what Lis mental p» _E_______"Mi“g the invatigatioy.&‘

ges are worth,” Calley said.

The Atlanta Constitution
Page 1-A
July 31, 1975 .
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FBI :
|
Date: 8/1/75 |
|
Transmit the following in !
(Type in plaintext or code) :
Via AIRTEL !
(Priority) )
e e o o e e o o — ——— —— — o . = —— —— )
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

(ATTN: SUPV. JACK LAWN, ROOM 5078
JEH, AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS)

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (C)

MURKIN
Re Atlanta teletype to the Bureau, 7/18/75.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are the original
and five copies of an LHM with attached newspaper clippings.

One copy of above LHM being furnished to Memphis
Division for information.

Enclosed clippings set forth the newspaper articles
appearing as a result of Atlanta Public Safety Commisioner
A. REGINALD EAVES' news conference of 7/30/75, in which he
set forth the results of his investigation into the assassina-
tion of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

As pointed out in these clippings, the investigation
produced no new evidence, however, EAVES stated that he would
~ask the U, S. Department of Justice, officials in Memphis, and
U. S. Representative ANDREW YOUNG to irnitiate an investigation

to insure that injustice- has not been perpetrated.

4-Bureau (Enc. 6)
Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 1) (Info)¢4¢%5d

panie " 44880 b 907

(7) L V_Tﬁ'ﬂ{f:mm:i
BUS Lo :
e ]
Approved: Sent M  Per
Special Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

SR |

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Cincinnati, Ohio

In Reply, Please Refer to September 2, 1975
File No.

RE: JAMES EARL RAY

On September 2, 1975, Grace Keller, Chief
Deputy Clerk, United States Court of Appeals, Sixth
Circuit, Cincinnati, Ohio, advised an employee of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation that the appeal of the
tsubject, James Earl Ray, was docketed in that court on
July 7, 1975, under Docket Number 75-1795. The appeal
resulted from a judgment handed down in the Western
District of Tennessee, Western District, at Memphis by
Judge Mc Rae on February 27, 1975, in Civil Case Number
74-166.

The following are the entries in Docket Number
75-1795:

July 7, 1975 Certified Record (Three
volumes pleadings, fifteen
volumes transcript) filed;
and cause docketed.

¢

July 11, 1975 Supplemental Record (One
volume transcript) filed.

July 11, 1975 ' Appearance of Mr. Livingston
for Appellant.

July 14, 1975 Appearance of Mr. Haynes, Jr.
for Appellee. .

July 14, 1975 Appearance of
Mr. Fensterwald, Jr. for
Appellant.

July 15, 1975 Appearance of Mr. Lesar for
Appellant.

This documoent couta.us ueltu v t‘/‘/‘ ‘QWM9%

recommendaiions nor conclusions of
the FBI. It i3 the proper'ty of } L

the FEI and 1s loauned to your ag | SEARCHED ] ”
¢ agency: [gf s INDEXED
it and its contents are not to be RM“«Z' ; L “::-lw«
distributed outside your agency SEP S 1975 ’
FBI—MEMPHIS
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RE: JAMES EARL RAY

July 31, 1975 Motion: Appellant's brief
to September 17, 1975
(Granted).
. [
August 4, 1975 Opposition of Appellant's
motion for extension of time
‘to file brief.

-2%e
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AIRTEL

SUBJECT:

9/2/75

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) §©

MURKIN
Re ME airtel to the Bureau, 6/26/75.

Enclosed for the Bureau are sixcopies of LHM

captioned URMES EARL RAY'. Enclosed for Memphis are
two copies of same LHM.

Information furnished in enclosed LI was

obtained from records at the U. S. Court of Appeals,
Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati, Ohio, by SC DWIGHT H. VOGEL.

Cincinnati will maintain contact with the

U. S. Court of Appeals in this matter.

- Bureau (Enc. 6)
-~ Memphis {(44-1987) (Enc. 2)14446_,
- Cincinnati

DHV: stn
(6)

C/‘/* 5’7-«&%&‘7;»% G
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UNITTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Atlanta, Georgia
File No. ?

N
261970

30‘6

),
%,
LT

September 8, 1975

MURKIN

On August 22, 1975, Special Agent in Charge,
James J. Dunn, Jr., of the Atlanta Office of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI), contacted A. Reginald Eaves, Public
Safety Director, Atlanta, Georgia Police Department, and
referred Mr. Eaves to his letter to the Attorney General, dated

. July 30, 1975, in which Mr. Eaves volunteered to furnish a copy

of recent investigation conducted by the Atlanta Police Depart-
ment, regarding data furnished to the Police Department by
Robert Byron Wason, pertaining to the murder of Doctor Martln
Luther King, Jr.

Mr. Dunn requested that the FBI in Atlanta be
furnished a copy of the Atlanta Police Department Report. This
report will be forwarded through FBI Headquarters to the Civil
Rights Division of the U. S. Department of Justice, Washington,
D. C.

Mr. Eaves édvised a copy of the investigation would
be made available through Captain K. E. Burnette, Intelligence
Section, Bureau of Police Services, Atlanta, Georgia.

On August 29, 1975, Captain K. E. Burnette, Intelligence
Section, Bureau of Police Services, furnished a copy of the
Atlanta Police Department Investigation, which is attached.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conelusions of
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outs1de
your agency.

EARCHED. X
SERIALLER 57 ED =

sEp 21975

A FBl - MEMPHIS

2929243334 3534
cd / y;
101"1134‘%17/342372% Y9 03, Z
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MURKIN

At the time of contact with Mr. Eaves on August 22, 1975,
by Special Agent in Charge Dunn, Mr. Eaves advised he had directed
a letter to the U. S. Department of Justice, Washington, D. C.,
requesting information pertaining to the murder of Doctor Martin
Luther King, Jr. Mr. Eaves advised that as of that time, a reply
had not been received by him from the U. S. Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C. He was advised that this would be brought to the
attention of the U. S. Department of Justice at the time when the
results of the investigation conducted by the Atlanta Police
Department, were furnished to the U. S. Department of Justice.

Also attached is a newspaper clipping from the Atlanta
Journal and Constitution, Page 6, Section A, dated September 1,
1975, and a clipping from "The Militant" Newspaper, Page 29, dated
September 5, 1975.
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INVESTIGATION INTO ALLEGED CONSPIRACY '
TO ASSASSINATE DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Submitted by: Captain K. E. Burnette
‘Intelligence Section
Bureau of Police Services
Atlanta, Georgia
Investigative Contacts:

Detectives P. E. Sullivan, I. Mapp, and J. A. Williamson
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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY

On June 20, 1975, Detectives Sullivan, Mapp, and Williamson of the

. Intelligence Section were assigned by Section Commander Captain K. E.
Burnette to investigate information recently received by Commissioner
A. Reginald Eaves, which related to the 1968 assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. This information, which specifically alleged the existence
of an Atlanta-based conspiracy in the death of Dr. King, was incorporated
into a forty-two (42) page'document, the bulk of which consisted of drug-
related data.

Bl

a twenty-one year old white male and a native of the Atlanta area.

Preliminary inquiries established that Watson had an arrest record which

Thesauthor of the entire document was self-identified as Roberi Byron
WatsonY

included a 1972 arrest and conviction for importation of heroin, a subse-
quent arrest for Possession of Marijuana and a January 1975 arrest and
subsequent conviction for Distribution of Cocaine. Watson is presently
incarcerated in the Federal Youth Center in Ashland, Kentucky, and is now
serving a five-year sentence on the 1q§ter charge.

—

As the consp1f%cydﬁéggggfjghs comprised only a minor portion of the
originator's lengthy statement, immediate investigative emphasis was placed
upon determining the reliability of the drug-related information as an
elementary factor in evaluating the source's total credibility. Towards
this end, two investigators were assigned to this aspect of the investigation.
A comprehensive report of their findings is attached as an appendage to this
investigative summary; however, for purposes of clarity, certain pertinent

facts obtained through their efforts require elaboration in the body of this

report. In general, Watson's involvement in the narcotics traffic and his
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familiarity with many of the illegal drug traffickers referenced in his
statement can be documented through information on file with various local

ahd federal narcotics enforcement agencies. Law enforcement records verify

the subject's initial narcotics involvement as dating from July 26, 1972, )
when Watson and his mother were arrested for Importation of Heroin after
quantities of that substance were discovered by federal agents-in aumggazine
mailed to Watson at his mother's address from soufces in the farveast. How=
ever,.while the subject's activitfes as a narcotics trafficer can be documented
from the above date until his most recent arrest iﬁ>danuary of 1975, investiga-
tion failed to substantiate Watson's claims, emphasized repeatedly throughout
his statement, that he was an innocent victim of corrupt law enfofcement
officials who framed him because of his knowledge of their illegal activities.
More specifically, Watson's charges that "federal gangsters" conspispd to

frame him in 1972 to silence him about the King and Kennedy conspiracies and
again in January of 1975 to discredit his information regarding an international
narcotics smuggling operation perpetrated by DEA agents wefe found to be totally
erroneous. Investigation did establish‘thét Watson, after his release from the
Federal Youth Center in Ashland, Kentucky. in March of 1974, did approach the
local office of the Drug Enforcement Administration about a position as a special
employee working undercover to set up drug deals. DEA authorities relate that,
while they were prohibited from utilizing Watson as an undercover operative by
the conditions of his parole, he did, on that occasion, furnish the agency with
cursory data re]ating to the local narcotics traffic. From this point, Watson's
contact with the DEA was restricted to his narcotics transactions with several

undercover DEA operatives whom, until his Januarqu975 arrest, he did not know

were employees of that agency. While information obtained indicates that iii/f
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above referenced individuals did utilize Watson for his narcotics contacts,
there is no evidencevto suppg}ﬁ\:atson's allegations that these same author-
ities framed him'in his last arrest to conceal their own involvement in én'
international smuggling ring. _

However, exclusive of Watson's claims that he had been the victim of a
drug-related conspiracy, the general reliability of the narcotics information
submitted was deemedvsufficient to merit a compreehensive investigation into
his allegations of an Atlanta-based conspiracy to assassinaté'Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Investigators theh began to conduct a series of interviews with
individuals whose fami]igrity with Watson. and/or the- subjects whom he specif-
ically named as cohspiring to ki1l Dr. King could assist us in determining the
credibility of the conspiracy-related information. For tﬁz\burpose of this
section of the summary, all of these interviews wi11'be reported in a chrono-
logical format, and the collective results will then be analyzed in the génera1

conclusions following the investigative summary.

PRELIMINARY ATLANTA INTERVIEWS ~

-

. . __/'/
As a preparatory step in this facet of the investigation, Intelligence

detectives, on June 24, 1975, visited the Atlanta office of the Federsi’Bureau
of Investigation, where we requested agents to check the names of Robert Byron
Watson and also of Jerry Adams, Larry Meier, Eugene Purcell, and Bayne Culley
(the four alleged conspirators) through the FBI indices. The Bureau—reported
that it had no record of any of the above individuals in the regular filing
system. However, subsequent conversations with Bureau personnel revealed thét
the Tocal FBI office had received information in 1971 from Robert Byron Watson

which, in all details relating to the King conspiracy, was essentially a
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duplicate of that recéived by the Atlanta Bureau of Police Sgrvices. “Agent

Dick Berry, who was assigned the case, stated that the information was handled

as a civil rights inVestigation and was, therefore, forwarded to the U. S.
Department of Justice for further action. An official request from Commissioner
Eaves to view the results of the federal government's investigation has now been
filed with Attorney General Levi, and we await a decision in the matter. How-
ever, investigators were given to understand from Bureau sources that the Depart-
ment of Justice found no substance to the conspiracy allegations.

A record check was also instituted through the Identification Section of
the Bureau of Police Services, and Robert Byron Watson's arrest record was
obtained. Of the four principals alleged fn the conspiracy, Atlanta police
files reflect only Bayne Stacy Culley, Jr. arrested on April 9, 1946 for
Carrying a Pistol Without a License and on December 18, 1950 for a traffic
violation. Since Watson's statéments indicated a radical right affi]iation
on the part of the four hamed subjects, Atlanta Intelligence files and those
of other local agencies were quiried to determine involvement in right wing
extremist activities. No record of this type of affiliation could be located
in regards to any of the pfincipals, although Jerry Adams was identified as an
active member of The John Birch Society, an ultra-conservative organization
which cannot objectively be catagorized as right wing extremist in naturé.

Also on June 24, 1975, at approximé%giy 1:30 p.m., an interview was held
with Mr. Steve Mullis and Mr. Bob Hall, federal probation officers assigned to
Robert Byron Watson from the date of his parole in March of 1974 until his most
recent arrest and conviction in 1975. While these officers were somewhat
restricted in what they coﬁld’diVU1ge by the nature of their responsibilities,

both gentlemen were extremely cooperative. Both Mr. Mullis and Mr. Hall
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confirmed the source'§ conscious participation in narcotics activities and
described Watson as an overly protected, emotionally unstable individual whose"
actions they believed to be primarily motivated by an obsession to be important
and to be accepted by some element of society. In their professional opinion,
Watson's overwhelming desire for acceptance was equally reflected through his
attachment to the criminal community on the one hand and through his attempted'
identification with law enforcement sources (the DEA) on the other. Information
which'these sources were able to provide into Watson's background indicated that
the subject had a history of severe asthma which, during his childhood, resulted
in isolation from his peer group and in an overly protective attitude on the part
of his parents. Since the death of his father in 1966, Watson, an only child,
has been obsessively protected by his mother and maternal grandmother, with his
only apparent outlet his passion for archeology and ancient artifacts.

During the course of the interview, investigators were permitted to Xjew a
psycho?ogical analysis of Robert Byron Watson performed in 1973 during the
subject's incarceration at the Federal Youth Center in Ashland,‘Kentucky. This
psychological evaluation, which provided professional documentation to the
probation official's assessment of Watson's emotional instability, cited the
subject in question as having an early history of mental disorder and classified
him in the following psychological terms: "a schizophrenic, chronic undifferent-
jated type; is considered psychotic and dangerous to the community; has no real
judgement; is extremely grandiose; has a great deal of looseness of association
in thought with direction of thought and conversation constantly changing."

After obtaining a professional evaluation of the source’s character and
background, investigators interviewed M;._Nilliam-AnnﬁLLE:/?::ntified by Watson
as a close personal friend and the 1n&€vidu:?gzisw€;

f}oduted Watson to Magellan,
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Inc., the art gallery where the alleged conversation about the conspiracy report-
edly took place. By way of background, William S. Arnette (AKA Arenowitch,)

now residing in Atlanta, is a white male, approximately thirty-six (36) years of
agé, born Columbus, Georgia, B.A. degree from University of Georgia. Arnette '

a reported expert in ancient art with an impressive private collection, operated
"The West Eleven, Inc." art and antique shop on West Eleventh Street, Atlanta,
before being retained by Magellan, Inc. as chief buyer of the art and antiques
sold at the gallery. When contacted at his home on Knollwood Drive, Atlanta,

at approximately 3:00 p.m., June 24, 1975, Arnette stated that he had initially
met Watson through the létter's interest in ancient art and that he had
attempted to assist Byron wfth his hobby. He also stated that Byron consis-
tantly frequented MageT]an and both Byron and his mother had made a number of
art purchases, both from Magellans and from Arnette personally, purchases/
financed by a large insurance sett]ément acrued by Mrs. Watson upon the ‘death

of her husband. Arnette advised that his personal relationship With both Watsons
was interrupted in 1970 when the Watsons, who had purchased a quantity of art
items totaling some $46,500 from Arnette and had then attempted to sue him for
defrauding them with worthless material. Arnette, who by this time had moved his
collection to Columbus, Georgia, stated that the sitﬁation became extremely
complex when Mrs. Watson, convinced by Byron that Gene Purcell planned to marry
her, was told by her son that half of Arnette's collection belonged to Purcell,
and, therefore, confronted Arnette demanding what belonged to "Gene and her."
According to Arnette, this period became difficult with Byron threatening him
personally and accusing him of defrauding him and his mother until in December
of 1970, Watson was arrested whi]e attempting to burglarize Arnette's warehouse

in Columbus. This incident is documented in Watson's arrest record which also
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reflects that the charges were subsequently dropped. In Arnette's statement,
he dropped contact with Watson unt1111972/1973 when the subject was incarcerated
in Ashland, Kentucky. During that period, Arnette stated that he corresponded 4
with Dyron and even offered fo help him upon his release. However, he stated
that Byron was extremely eratic, given to grandiose visions and violent out-
bursts, and that Mrs. Watson's stability was also highly questionable.

When questioned specifically regarding his involvement with Magelians,
Arnette relayed the following infgrmation: Magellans was incorporated under

e aee——

the t1t1e of Blockade Runners, Inc., in November of 1966. Incorporators of the

“h gt
venture were Jerry Adams, Benjamin L. Sutherland, and John Nelson, all pre-

viously associated in Adams Associates, a private detective agency, credit
bureau, and bill collection agency, and The Atlantic Clearing Exéhange, 3177
Peachtree Road, Atlanta. The idea for the corporation, and obviously its
title, stemmed from an attempt by Adams, in 1966, to raise a civil war blockade
runner off the North Carolina coast, an enterprise in which Eugene Purcell was
to be employed as a diver. When the‘entire venture Was aborted through a legal
tangle with the state of North Carolina, Adams, Southerland, and Nelson formed
Blockade Runners, Inc., d.b.a. Magellans, to serve as a clearing house for
ancient eastern and pre-Columbian artifacts and also for civil war relics. The
business, established initially at 3177 Péachtree Road, was moved shortly there-
after to its primary location at 3340 Peachtree Road. Bayne Culley and Gene
Purcell were brought in as stockholders to handle the civil war materials while
Arnette was introduced as a buyer for pre-Co1umbian and far-eastern art objects.
Arnette stated that he only performed one buying trip for Magellans in the
summer of 1967 when he v1s1ted a number of far-eastern countries to procure

various art pieces for the gallery. When he returned from this trip, he stated
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that problems, both personaT and financial, had arisen at Magellans, and in
December of 1967, Arnette left the company. He further advised that he had

not renewed contact with any of the Magellan principals since that date and
described them as all belonging to the political right. Of particular interest
to detectives was Arnette's reference to Bayne Culley and Gene Purcell as very
physical and bigoted individuals. As a result of the interview with Mr. Arnette,
investigators were pfimari]y interested in determining the reliability of his
statement that Gene Purcell had, in 1956, been involved in a racial incident in
Clinton, Tennessee, during which a black school was dynamited and damage to
other property incurred.

While in the process of gathering all available background information
regarding Magellans and its principals, investigators also systematically traced
~ the evolution of the conspiracy allegations from March 28, 1968, the date iden-
tified in the source's statement as the occasion when the alleged conversation
took place, until the entire document was brought to the attention of the
Bureau of Police Services. Watson stated that he told no one but his mother
about the conversation uhtil 1970 when the Watsons traveled to Washington, D. C;
to present their evidence to President Nixon. After experiencing disinterest
on fhe part of Secret Service agents with whom they came in contact, thi/ﬁi;sons

returned to Atlanta where they contacted local attorney Lynnwood Maddox. On

June 25, 1975, an interview was conducted with Mr. Maddox.

Mr. Maddox stated that, sometime in 1970, Mrs. Edwards, Byron's grandmother
and an acquaintance of Maddox through mutual church activities, brought Byron to
his office, upon which time the conspiracy allegations were related to him. Mr.
Maddox advised that, although his memory of the incident had grown rather vague

with time, he did recall that Byron appéared frightened and that his story had
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a ring of consistancy. He further stated that Byron had referred to the
alleged conspirators as "businessmen" and also as "the Southern Maffia," and
that he had also referred to the Kennedy assassination as related to the same
group as well as to several other assassinations now being plotted. Mr.
Maddox also recalled that Byron had mentioned receiving a reward for the
information which he hoped to collect from "someone 1ike Mrs. Kennedy." At
this point in the interview, Mr. Maddox could not recall exactly whom he had
advised Byron to contact, but was reasonably certain that he had set up inter-
views for Watson with the FBI and with Governor Lester Maddox. In regards to
the latter, Mrs. Watson and Byron did apparently gain an 1nterview'with the
Governor, during the course of which a reward was again mentioned, much to
Govenor Maddox's displeasure. The Watsons were then referred to Mr. Bernard
Fensterwald and the Committee to Investigate Assassinations in Washington, D. C.
At the conclusion of the interview, Mr. Maddox advised that, while he greatly
admired his grandmother, on the basis of his brief acquaintance with Byron, he
judged him to be a rather strange individual.

On June 25, 1975, Mr. Bernard Fensterwald, current chief counsel for James

Earl Ray, was contacted by phone at his Taw firm in Washington, D C. After
conversing with Mr. Fensterwald and his investigator Mr. Ken Smith, it Was
determined that these gentlemen had been contacted by Watson in 1970 and that
Mr. Smith had visited Atlanta on various occasions to investigate various
aspects of Watson's conspiracy allegations. As both gentlemen seemed to piace
credence in fhé document in question, it was agreed that investigators would
meet with them in Washington to obtain whatever additional facts and documen-
tation were available. During the conversation with Mr. Smith, it was revealed

that he had personally talked with a subject in Atlanta, claiming to be the
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former girl friend of James Earl Ray, who stated that she had visited the
Magellan location with Ray.

With the assistance of several law enforcement contacts, background
information was compiled on both Mr. Fensterwald and Mr. Smith to determine
the reliability of their information. Information received through-this
inquiry reflected Mr. Fensterwald to be a well-established attorney whose
career includes a six-year stint as a legal advisor to the State Department
(1950-1956); chief counsel on the Senate Subcommittee on Constitutional
Admendments (1959-1960); staff director of the Senate Anti-Trustvahd Monopoly
Subcommittee (1961-1964); And counsel to the Senate Subcommittee on Administra-
tive Practices and Procedures where he became involved in investigating illegal
wiretapping operations (1967-1968.) In 1968, Fensterwald left senate service
and in 1969 founded the privately sponsored Committee to Investigate Assassi-
nations. .In this capacity, he has published a series of articles on the
Kennedy assassination, and in 1970 became the chief counsel for James Earl Ray.
In addition. Mr. Fensterwald represented convicted Watergate conspirator James
W. McCord. Mr. Ken Smith is a retired agent of the U. S. Treasury Department
and presently Fensterwald's chiéf investigator. Sources contacted considered
both men to be reputable.

At approximately 5:00 p.m. on June 25, 1975, investigators interviewed

Mrs. Edna Mathews at her place of employment, the Orange Julius Stand in the
~ S I

Lakewood Shopping Center. Mrs. MatheWs, a white female approximately 45-50
years of age, did not appear surprised when we identified ourselves; - however,
she stated that she was afraid to talk to us in the restaurant, therefore the
interview was conducted in the detective car parked in the shopping center.

Mrs. Mathews stated that she had met James Earl Ray through her husband, a
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'service friend of Ray's, and that she had spent considerable time with Ray,
both in Atlanta and in California and had borne his son. Beyond this point,
Mrs. Mathews' statements‘were totally incoherent as she described an "American
Revolutionary Army" headed by Sam Gianicana and a CIA agent, which was respon-
sible for political assassinations, kidnappings, illegal drug trafficing, etc.
When asked specifically about Magellans and its principals, Mrs. Mathews showed
no recognition, even when the former location of the gallery was described.
Mrs. Mathews' credibility was negated by investigators; although it was sub=
sequently learned that this subject has attended the majority of court proceed-
ings involving James Earl Ray and has taken'trips to several distant locations
including Costa Rica. However, Mrs. Mathews failed to provide any evidence of '
a link between Ray and an.At1anta-based conspiracy centered at Magellans.

On June 27, 1975, interviews were scheduled respectively with Mrs. Edwards.
Byron's grandmother, and Mrs. Lillian Watson) the source's mother. Mrs. Edwards,

an elderly lady recovering from an illness, stated that she had no direct

knowledge of the conspiracy allegations, and was most immediately concerned with
obtaining Byron's release from prison. However, she was able to verify that, in
the fall of 1974, Byron Watson had left the country, without the permiss16n of
his probation office, for Santiago, Chile. Mrs. Edwards was not aware of his
activities while in Chile, but stated that he had called her from Santiago
requesting money to come home. Mrs. Edwards stated that she acquiesced to this
request and showed us a payment book for a bank loan which she took out to
finance Byron's return frip to Atlanta. Mrs. Edwards appeared thoroughly con-
vinced of her grandson's innocence in his most recent arrest and conviction.

On the same date, Mrs. Lillian Watson was interviewed at her home at 764
Wildwood Road, N. E. Mrs, Watson stated that, on March 28, 1968, she had driven
to Magellans to pick up Byron. During the ride home, she stated that Byron had
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told her that Dr. King was to be killed, and had given her the time, date, and
manner. She said that she had not really placed much credence in the information
until after Dr. King was assassinated. Mrs. Watson, who typed all of Byron's
statements, repeated his conspiracy allegations verbatim as they had appeared in
the document. She advised us that, after he overheard the conversation, Byron
had been threatened by Gene Purcell and that, out of fear, both Watsons had kept
silent about their knowledge of the conspiracy until June 11, 1970 when they
traveled to Washington to see President Nixon. Mrs. Watson stated that the
Secret Service was "very rude" to them and showed no interest in their story.
Upon returning to Atlanta they contacted Mr. Lynnwood Maddox who eventually
placed them in contact with Mr. Fensterwald. _

When questioned about Gene Purcell, Mrs. Watson admitted that "he had been
interested in her" and that, just prior to the King assassination, she had |
observed Purcell to be éxtreme]y agitated and usually intoxicated. She also
stated that, the weekend after the assassination, Purcell left Byron a note at
Mage]lané advising him that he had left the country and might never come back.
Mrs. Watson alleged that Purcell, Culley, and Meier left the country right after
the assassination; and stated that Jean Sayre, who ran Magellans during this
period, could corroborate this fact.

Mrs. Watson appeared most anxious that the investigation into the alleged
conspiracy would, in some manner, occasion her son's release from prison. While
she could offer no new information to support those charges contained in Watson's
statement, she showed investigators letters received from Senators McKinney,
Nunn, Church, and Jackson, all of which were dated in June of 1975 and which
acknowledged receipt of Byron's statement which she had forwarded to them. Mrs.

Watson also stated that Lamar Singleton, an aide to Represéntative Hosea Williams,
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and Attorney John Hudson Miers Qere interested in the case.

Investigators then talked with Attorney Ernest Brookins, Byron's legal
counsel in his ]ast érrest and trial. Mr. Brookiné was extremely cooperative
and was willing to discuss his client at length.

Mr. Brookins stated that his first professional contact with the Watsons
had been in 1970 when Mrs. Watson engaged him to file a suit against William
Arnette. He stated that, in April of 1970, Mrs. Watson had written him a letter
in which she stated that she had a problem but could not confide it "if I value
my jife and that of my son.”" Mrs. Watéon did write, in thg same letter, that,
if Mr. Brookins aided her, there would be a lot of money for both him and her son.

Mr. Brookins, according to his statement, has maintained a professional
relationship as Byron's attokney during his two major narcotics convictions, a
relationship which degenerated into hostility on the part of the Watsons when
Brookins advised Byron to plead guilty in his last hearing. During the course
of this relationship, Mf. Brookins stated that he had been fully briefed by the
Watsons regarding thevconspiracy allegations, was aware of Fensterwald's interest
in the matter, but, in his own words, seriously doubted Byron's credibility in
that regard.

To support this opinion, Mr. Brookins showed detectives a series of 1etters
- from various educational authorities documenting Byron's emotional instability
while enrolled in the Atlanta Public School System. He also advised investi-
gators of Byron's eratic behavior during his latest trial when, at one point,
the subject placed a call to an undercover DEA agent in Denver and told him to
find the DEA agent who had "set him up and take care of him." In another con-
versation with an undercover federal agent, Byron is reported as stating that

he was going to kill his mother and grandmother to get the inheritance money.
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In addition, Watson, according to Brookins, used offensive and profane language
in court and seemed bent on further incriminating himsélf.

Mr. Brookins was, however, able to verify certain aspects of Byron's state- B
Ment not related to the King conspiracy. For example, he confirmed that Byron
had made a trip to Thailand in 1972 and to Chile in 1974. Regarding the latter,

Mr. Brookins produced a letter, dated October 6, 1974, written by Byron from |
Chile, in which Watson mentions that he is extremely close to several high govern-
ment officials including Dopn Carlos Morales.and "can make a fortune" from these
sources. Byron also writes that he may come back to the U. S. "if Fensterwald
gets his act together." It is believed, but not totally substantiated,‘that the
- Chile trip, like the one to Thailand, may have been closely connected'with Watson's
narcotics activity. | |

- At this point in thé investigation, priorities were directed towards compiling
additional background information régarding the a]Teged conspirators, with special
attention given to proving or disproving Watson's claims that the four 1ndiv1dua1s
left the country directly following ‘the assassination. On July 2, 1975, Mrs. Jean

eae—

Sayre*was contacted at her present residence in Ashville, North Carolina. Mrs,
——— .
Sayre reportedly managed Magellans for a period in the late spring/early summer
of 1968 after the Blockade Runners, Inc. interests had collapsed.

Mrs. Sayre stated that she and her partner, Mary Singleton, had been persuaded
by Mr. William Arnette to move their stock of European antiques from a small shop
on Peachtree Street to Magellans in the summer of 1967. The negotiated arrange-
ment provided that the ladies could house their collection for exhibition and
retail purposes at 3340 Peachtree Road, rent free, in réturn for which they would
act as salespersons for the artifacts displayed by Blockade Runners, Inc. Mrs.
Sayre stated that the operation had never been profitable for herself and her

partner, that their persoha] inventory was badly depleted by thefts. She stated
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that she persona]iy'lost $750.00 which she had invested in Blockade Runners
stocks. She further stated that she had only a working relationship with the
other principals and had no basis for speculating as fo their personalities or
political views. However, she described both Jerry Adams and William Arnetye
as "con men" and expressed active dislike for Larry Meier due to his “sexual
habits." |

Mrs. Sayre could not specifically recall the date that she took over the
operation of Magellans, but she believed that by late March/early April of 1968
Blockade Runners had removed all of their stock from 3340 Peachtree Road to the
building housing Jerry Adams' collection agency (3177 Peachtree Road),leaving
her to operate her antique business, under the Magellan trade name, until approxi-
mately July of 1968. When asked specifically if any of the principals had left
the country during that time period (April-duly, 1960,) Mrs. Sayre stated that,
to her knowledge, Arnette was the only associate of Magellans who had travelied
abroad, and that she had no information that Adams, Meier, Culley, or Purcell
had gone outside of the United States during her association with them.

Additional inquiries through the U. S. Customs and Passport Authorities
fai]ed to substantiate that any of the principals had left the United States in
the spring or summer of 1968.

A11 available records for Blockade Runners, Inc. were obtained and reflected

the following general information:

Stockholders

J. R. Adams 360 Shares
B. L. Sutherland 360 Shares
J. W. Nelson 360 Shares
J. G. Grizzard 166 Shares
H. E. Purcell 116 Shares
J. G. Adams ' 46 Shares
F. M. Clamon, Jr. 10 Shares
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Board of Directors

J. R. Adams . . .
B. L. Sutherland
J. W. Nelson . .
H. E. Purcell . .

s o ‘e o

Officers

J. R. Adams . .
J. W. Nelson . .
H. E. Purcell .
B. L. Sutherland

.
o ©° e o

Associates

James Kemp o o
Raymond Anderson
Larry Meier . .
William Arnette
Paul Clifford . .
Bayne S. Culley, Jr.
William Thibideau . .
“John Seymour s 9 9

« o o o
o © o o o
e e o o o e
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Chairman
Director
Director .
Director

President

Executive Vice President
Vice President
Secretary/Treasurer

Owner of Buckhead Radio Shop.
Restorer and Framer.’

Antique and Art Restoration,

Buyer.

Authority on pre-Columbian Art.
Authority on Civil War Relics.
Banker and Real Estate Entrepreneur.
Lockheed Executive.

Information collected revealed that of all associated principals, only

Jerry Adams, Ben Sufher]and, John Nelson, Larry Meier, Bayne Culley and Howard

Eugene Purcell were active in the day-to-day operation of the business. The

management operations were handled by Adams, Sutherland, and Nelson, while

Purcell, general manager after Arnette withdrew, and Culley maintained the

restoration aspects of the business through his own firm, Southeast Restoration

Laboratories.

Since the dissolution of Magellans in 1968, principals in the company are

now employed as follows:

Jerry Adams, Ben Sutherland, and John Nelson are principal officers

in the Great American Silver Company, 3862 Stewart Road, Doraville, Georgia.

This company is now under indictment by The Securities and Exchange Com-

mission.
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Bayne Culley, Jr. now resides at 1929 McJenkins Drive, Atlanta.

Salesman, civil war relic collector, and race car driver.

Harold Eugene Purcell now resides in Clinton, Tennessee; employed

by The Atomic Energy Commission in Oakridge, Tennessee.
Larry Meier - Archeological consultant for five-county area in Georgia.

On June 27, 1975, investigators interviewed Mr. Ben Sutherland, a fellow

associate in the Great American Silver Company, at his Doraville office. Mr.

Southerland related the following information:

Mr. Southerland confirmed that Magellan Galleries operated as a result of
a corporation called Blockade Runners being formed some time in 1966 by himself,
Mr. Bill Arnette, Jerry Adams, Larry Meier, Gene Purcell, Bayne Culley, Paul
Clifford, Wayne Pharr, Bill Thibideau and a number of other persons. Mr.
Southerland recalled that the company operated from approximately September,
1966, until January, 1968. However, he believes he may be able to locate some
'of the old company records which would pin down more accurately the time period
in which Magellan Galleries operated. Mr. Southerland remembered that Robert
Byron Watson, who was a teenager at the time, worked in the gallery and there
may have been some special relatidnship between Watson and Larry Meier who lived
on the premises at the gallery. The company experienced a great deal of theft
during the time it operated and was never financially successful. Mr. Southerland
recalled that approximately a total of $30,000 was invested in the company by
about 20 to 24 people. \ '

In questioning Mr. Southerland regarding his personal opinion of the

political views of thosé persons involved in the operation of Magellan Galleries,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



_ o -

-18 -

he said that all would probably be conéidered "conservative" with the exception
of Bi?] Arnette. He remembered one individual by the name of Jimmy Kemp, who

was an investor in the company, as being ultra-conservative and very racially
prejudiced against blacks. Mr. Southerland states that Jimmy Kemp died several
years ago. We also asked Mr. Southerland if he was acquainted with Congressman
Larry McDonald, and he stated that he was and that to his knowledge the only
other person involvedvin the Magellan Galleries who was acquainted with the
Congressman would be Jerry Adams. He could not personally recall if Mr. McDonald
had ever visited the gallery but, of course, he was not there in the day-to-day
operation of the gallery. | |

Mr. Southerland stated that Gene Purcell (a friend of his) had been involved
1nr§ome type of racial incident (probably the burning of a school bus) back in
Tennessee when he was a young man, and that Purcell used to talk about the
incident from time to time. According to Mr. Southerland, Purcell was 1living
in Clinton, Tennessee, the last time he had contact with him (about five years
ago,) and that Purcell's ex-wife, Patsy Purcell, as well as his brother named
John Purcell, still lived in the metropolitan Atlanta area.

Mr. Southerland believed that Larry Meier is now employed by the state of
Georgia in some capacity to do with his knowledge of archaeology. He suspected
that Mr. Meier may have been a homosexual at the time he was associated with
Magellan Galleries.

During the investigation, we had occasion to observe several books in
bookcases adjacent to Mr, Southerland's desk. Two volumes of theée books were
titled "A Biographical Dictionary on the Left." Also, had occasion to observe
what appeared to be a 12-gauge automatic-pump shotgun leaning in the corner wall

near the door to Mr. Southerland's office.
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OUT-OF-TOWN_INVESTIGATIONS

On July 8, 1975, investigators traveled to Washington, D. C. to interview
Mr. Bernard Fensterwald and Mr. Ken Smith. The primary purpose of the trip
was to secure whatever documentation these gentlemeh might have to substantiate
their belief in Byron Watson's allegations.

An extensive conversation was conducted in Mr. Fensterwald's law office.
During this discussion, it was learned that Mr. Smith had spent a signigicant.
amount of time in Atlanta attempting to collect concrete evidence to substantiate
Watson's story; however, he could produce no documentation to support key points
raised by Watson. Mr. Smith did furnish investigators with a series of corre-
spohdence between himself and the Watsons, dating from March through May of 1975,
the intermittent period between Byron's arrest and sentencing for Distribution
of Cocaine. Copies of this correspondehce are now on file and are of primary
importance in that they clearly illustrate the Watsons' belief that the con-
spikacy information, if presented to the proper authorities, will substantiate
Byron's claims that he was framed by "federal gangsters." In one such letter,
Mrs. Watson lists the following individuals as recipients of the 42-page document:

Representativetstewart B. McKinney
Governor George Wallace
Senator Henry Jackson
Senator Charles Percy
Senator Edward Kennedy
Dick Gregory

Mark Lane

Carl Oglesby

Bella Abzug

Senator Frank Church
Senator George McGovern

Representative Phillip Burton
Representative Henry Gonzalez

Mr. Fensterwald stated that he was firmly convinced of the existence of a
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conspiracy in both the Kennedy and the King assassinations. In reference to
the King case, his interests;bas James Earl Ray's defense counsel, lie in .. -
researching all possibTe allegations which might substantiate that a conspiracy
was involved; thus, his interest in Watson's story. As told to investigators,
Mr. Fenstgrwald's major arguments to support a conspiracy in general and the

Atlanta-based conspiracy in particular can be reduced to the following points:

1. Through long association with Ray, Mr. Fensterwald assesses him as menta¥ly
incapable of having planned and executed the sophisticated strategy utilized

in the King assassination.

2. Mr. Fenéterwa]d stated that in 1970 he was approached by Attorney John Mitchell
and given a proposition to present to Ray; (i.e.) if Ray would name his fellow
conspirators, he would be given a false identity and spirited out of the country.
Ray's response according to Fensterwald was to refuse the deal on the grounds

that he would be killed if he talked.

3. As regards the Atlanta-based consbiracy, Fensterwald stated that, before the
assaﬁsination, Ray was involved in the smuggling of narcotics and stolen jewlery
across both the Mexican and Canadian borders, a parallel operation to the
smuggling activities which Watson, in his most recent statements, a]]eges were

carried on through Magellans and associates.
4. Fensterwald felt that Edna Mathews provided a 1ink between Ray and Magellans.

5. Fensterwald stated that Robert Byron Watson had been given a polygraph re-
garding his story by Cleve Backster of New York City, and that the examiner
A deni

found him to be 90-95% truthful.
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