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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, -JR.-

~f;;:4;;-~~ep. S~ydei ~l~i:~s _LeHeffl~S-::.:~?~t;,~j 
;t~~~ti:·-;i,~·f_BI To King Assassination Trv','1~·~--:~~?~)%~~; 
t,.~-l-"''\il:1.!t . ._.,i, _·.;'Ii .. ,:,. ?. , •.·· 1 i .. _.,. ,._,. •. , '.J: ,,..4 , .. ".J., .. •,-:-~--~,-:---1,• r.,~ 

• ,._~ •• : ... "' • .. _. ."'.• .• ·~ . ~:.,"\\ '!' _ ~ ) ~'(;.··· • .,;., •-;. -«-L t ,., " "' t _-:,, • :- , ,;-,,:·~.._~ .~~ ~t LOUISVILLE, Ky. <AP> Snyder said the former three or four prominent 
!'..:. U.S. Rep. Gene Snyder, officer, who he declined to people at that time in the 
:a-Ky., says he has referred name, has a tape recording _ police department (and)" 
lto the House Assassination of a purported conversation indicates that the off er was 
.Committee a retired police between himself and FBI made on two occasions in 
officer who claims FBI agents in which an alleged his automobile where be 
agents propositioned him to sug~tion was made to. had a tape·recorder." ·. i 
kill Dr. Martin Luther King murder I<ing. - · . ,._'::'. Snyder, who represents 
Jr .. _ . _. i• ~ .• ~· · 1 ·.:.,, · According to Snyder, the· Kentucky's 4th District, 
: '~In ~ .. •~~ts broaq~ast former policeman "names declined to nam~ dates and 
Friday. on_ WHAS-TV, three FBI officers (and) , the city where the pur-
~ ---~-- ··· · · · ported offers were made .. 
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1.1: ... Snyder also declined to 
( specify whether the former 
·.:.officer was from Kentucky. 
t.He said the man contacted 
, him by letter recently and . 
:'that he later. met the man 
, and listened to one tape 

~:rf~y-the ~a~ w!:;~~~ 
·:audible, Snyder said, but he 
·was able to discern that the 
·subject was King's 
.assassination. • '· , -,. 

... ~ · ••t have talked to him and. 
-in my opinion he appears to 
;be'a responsible citizen and 
· 1 think these kinds or leads.~ 
need lo be checked out,,.. 

;Snyder said. · · d 
, S n y "d e r s a ·t d · 
Assassinations Committee 
now has the tape recording 
and is investigating the 
-matter. . 
~ , King was assassinated in 
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. 
·The Assassinations 
•Committee recently said it 
had new information on 
'King's murder, but has not 
produced any evidence of 
involvement by anyone 
other than the convicted 
. lrJ,Ucr, J'lmes Earl Ilay. 

I, 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARr IN LU'IHER K .. 7, JR. 
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w-. ASHINGTON~A retired Louisville policeman described by 
~ knowledgeable congressional sources as highly respec~d 
i.. .• . . . . an~ reliable cl~ims he was offered $500,000 to assassim te 
. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The man c~ntacted U.S. Rep. Ge, e 
.Snyder, R-.Ky., with the information and a ,ape recording to back l'p 
bis claim. . · · i .;., r-~- k ;;,.,,.•• · ·' · · · · · · · - ~-

... • • • • • I • :• r •~•") • I • J 

•'- • Snyder says he turned ·over to the 
_House Assassination Committee early this 
. m~~h a letter he received from the in­
Jori rnnt. Snyder describes the man as a 
17-y, ar veteran o'f ·the Louisville force, 
now n the pnvate security business, but 
woul not reveal his identity. _ ·"-
. ■ In danger? · . · • ..,.llf' 
•.L~-4. • . _- .•"I· 
· · · Snyder said he was not identifying t~e 
,man for several reasons: "If he's accl.• 
rate and really interpreted everything 
properly that there was something going 
on then I don't think I ought to put him in 
jeopardy, people trying to get to him for 
·one reason or another. -- · - - ~ 

· · •1 think they could ev·en try to get him 
to keep him from talking any further. _ ... 

-or if he"s not accurate't don't think 
the, r.eople he mentioned ought to have 
~~r good names ,mcared." . ·· 
·· .- nyder also declined to name the 
thret FBI agents and four or five·policc 
office, s the information said wrrr involv­
. ,d in the alleged plot or to identify the 
,olicc department they wen: connected 
•itfl. . 

: . However, Rep. Samuel Dc~ine, R: 
Ohio, the ranking minority member of the 
assassination panel and the collcagu~ to 

,~horn Snrdcr first took the letter, s.,jJ 
S.~nday the man was a former l.ouisv1l1~ 
po.iceman, although he said he was not, 
sur~ what the man's status was at the 
lim,. nf 1hr. nllel!ed oHer. 

·11 

"Ke Titucky Post", 
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::. ASSASSINATION o_ ... _ ... •a-~,-
MAJ{l'IN LUTHER KING JR 

• ~•"" # • ••• J. J_ -':. •-•.- • .• - ,S. ·If ··•~r-

•~!•~ li~~i~t~;~kh~~~f2: 
~

til. policemen because none or ;f~f ~n-· 
smen would say. Snyder, whose con­

gressional district includes suburban i Lbuisville, said only, "Jt wasn't too hard 
. for me to check and find out if in fact l~Y had !>ctn officers, ~nd they.were.• : 
t ·-The offer about which the mformant 

I ~ys he has pers~nal knowledge allegedly 
took place two or three years before Dr. 

tKing w~s shot to death ~ Memphis in 

t
J968, an 1nf?r~ed_ s~urce sa1~. . ~- ., 
.-~"He said · m bts letter that he was 
o ercd SS00,000 and the offer was ma, e in 

llill car_ equipped. with a tape recor~er nd 
be· as a recording or the conversation,". 

,said Snyder. · · · . ·-(' .. • ~-i 
'~ "And therJ when 1 talked with him:· 
·the congressma~ continued, ";he ·told me 
it!a&t actually there were two conversa- · 
\tiOnS bl!t the one tape has been either 
•misplaced or stplen. • ·· · ·· -;: 
~-, a • ..,, ,f; 

l
•. ·. "He has one tape and he's turned it 
oyer to the committee." . . • !._ 

• ·. !. Snyder believes he never me·t the mi· . 
. l,ef, re the letter arrived in his office 01 
t~e 28. He said Devin~. a former FB' 

:•k~ t, h~d the , i:nan '~vestigated. an ' 
· r rted back to him "th}t the guy check-
• .,~ut ~ood." , . "'. ~- ~~,:-,~--:-<;.A·f'?J 
,',:)In a meeting with the man· after he ; 
new to Washington to be interviewed by 
1he committee staff, Snyder said ''he did 
not impress me as anybody who had any 
kind of mental problems." . '.: :. : . 

t· .. ;,. Devine said he hadn't ~.t -th'e man,· 
and he knows of no informatfon ''he was a 

tpsy1o." · . .;:- •·( ,L'i· 4.•, .. ,.p,-.~·-. 

r??i~ Re~~ Lo~i~0

Stok~~: D~Ohl~~;'~ho ~f ' 
'chairing the subcommittee dealing specit• 
·icall~ilh the King assassination, said he\ 
was t ld by Devine the man' checked out 
'as -a "highly repccted police officer 
repute, to be a reliable indi\'idual." . 
::: Stolces said he's taking the man's alle• 
iation "seriously." , .,. . • , · :,:: ~.; 
t,.,•-,Coming to Snyder was a {a.st resort 

• for the former policeman . 
.. '.. "!'Jn his letter he indicated that after 
•he retired from the police department he 
made an attempt to get this to James 
Earl Ray's attorneys," said Snyder. Ray 
pleaded guilty to killing Dr. King in 1968 
an~·s serving a 99-year prr;on sentancer 

\ e m~n was rcfcrrr~<i hv - ""'"~~,.~ 

R; •s-;ttorneys to a Fredri~k, M~ .• inve\·~ 
li~tor, said Snydrr, and, called him. , 
!'.·\Snyder" said hc'~l ~o•'\ ~ot~.!~ -~~ep. t~~ 
par\ 1 going because 1- t\mk t~c polic\\\ 
mat 's story needs ~o b~ 1rvest1g_a,t~-:;\ '\I 
lind out what there 1s to 1t. .• • ,. ·~ 12 . - . \ . ,, 

-
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MARTIN LUTHER KI~G_,. JR. 
\ : ·1-a(~intnf - _-;;~.:~ -- " .. ,,.-~~ •<:-·~ • 

. . 0. - .. - . .. • .. :·)~•~ ·- ., ... -~ .... , 

111 ·. · .- . on~, '/'ijuO · 
-i~ ·-:··r-Bf;O~ (plE~~~y- • '•\:''. ·• ~-.3-;.,u:.i_,.h .... , 

... :-·ltcntockyP•s&ff~forl8"rn~ ·• i'~-; -'tiiis,'and he·s kept' a'tofofit tA 
• LOUJSVILLE--Gifton E: Baird, SO, hims Ir, and hasn't ·evcp _ t~ld met she) 
the_ e~-patrolman who has Just revealed hid · · • · , · ' • ,.,. : , ~-
to thf: House Assassination ~01.nmitte~ in ".' .. ' But she knows the ge-;,eral story. "lte · • 
Washmgton that other Lou1sv11le poh?e- had been driving this rcllow (another 
men. an~ three F~I men off~red him Louisville policeman) home from work-
$500,000 m '1966 to kill Dr. Martin Luti\er .the man's car had broken down or some-
J<ji,g Jr. · " . ·· · · • :► ,;:.: ~~•.:.r, 'thing. And he started asking a lot of 
.. ,;: F~ur or five Louisville police orricers strange questions, then he asked whether 
and three Louisville FBI agents plotted to he'd kill King for halt a million dollars. "I 
\ill the civil rights leader two years be· think this got him pretty upset, and puz-
fore he was actually- assassinated in 1led, so he rigged- up the tape recorder 
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968, the committee t (under .the front car seat). The guy made 
~s,been told. ~. . : :,, -~- :. ~ :~. · .· ! the same or~1;r to hii:tt the next time they 
• . .Baird,· now an undercover private ·drove home, she said. . :- J; 
1nvesligator. was not at his small brick '·.,. ''He fold him he didn't wanfany part 
home at 7813 Edsel Ln., in-suburban Fem' of it. He didn't have anything against 
~reek Monday night. . : ·~ black people. That's why it was so hard 
.;._ His wife.Mary, 44, told The Kentucky· for him to understand. 'Why m~?' you 
·post in an exclusive interview why their know?" ., • . ~ · .. ·. ~;: 
.se.crl'l is coming out now, and what it has · ■ ·••«-ar~d for Job. ·:•· · ·· _;_ ~ 
·,be~11 like living with it. . .,,,,. ,'"}, ··i ; ,.• Baird was not known among police 
·· -· · ·. ·. •·· · · ·• · ·- ~_. . ., ·, ~• a marksman. "I guess he is a good 
~ Th" SN'~"•· - - ~ shot, but he doeHil do target' 

Anonymous phone calls-some in the lorKJI'ce or anything," Mrs.~IBaird said. \ 
'dead of the night-have plagued the . · '- ·• ·- ·: · r c' ee; 
'Bairds through the seven years they have f _After. high. school m _B< '!} mg r ed 

1
_ 

been married. "It frightens you to death, lair .enlisted m the l\ta~1~. and serv 1 
'even if nobody says any~ing," said Ma~ I; l<,orea, she said. '.'~ think he was~ ser-:( 
J3a~d. The last call ca e a month :iann · r.cant" · •' · ~,._,. . , • -• . • - ,... _.,_ '-

. . ' . One reason Baird did not speak up 
"It didn't se~m like it v as ever going to rlier was fear for his police _job,· from 
.~oi ," she said. · ·. - 'which he retired after 27 years m Novem: . 

"I'm sure our phone has been tapped ber, 197s. "Before no""., he was s? clos~ to 
'huridrcds or times., It h_as an ,off sou_nd, retiring, he was afraid_ they m1gh~ ~1ck . 
clicking little sounds while you re talking. '1i~ out," Mrs. Baird said. . . . -~ .• 

. "My husband has spent many-a sleepless r Baird has felt victimized since he left ' 
n·1ght-he'll lie there and toss and turn, rL f • . .. ,,,,_ . .a· 

. d h • "He kept .t,.. orce. . \ 
then ~et up and rca t ; f'°'bcr.assassina• •.: ~ "Somebody's got to have somet,hing 
up with every repo~\ o It e ~cads all ~-n gative) in his records-why hasn t ~e 
ti~n•s aftermath) and iel a,-:'ahys said !been able to get a decent job since?" his ... 
the articks on these ca s, s e ·t. lwu. . d red ; ..... -:.•' 
\ • r ·nd would mc:i'a e v.on e · · -: !'\ 

••tfavmg peace O ~! ,~ "He went to meatcutters school in . 
1 r-1.()le lot to everybo<\~. . - . ~, Toledo, and tested out 98 per cent. And he 

Clifton Baird didn~t tell his wife th~ went to three or four places that wer; 
I cret until_ .ifler their ·.marriage, the scc-1 desperate for a mcatcutter and cou~dn !~ 
<ind for both of them. 1 . get a job. · ' , . · ... ~-.·· i • r1 

\ 

n · d "1t's been like that all the time-and 
•i!s np rN•or <-r. . his on\ ·ob reference is the police force. 

''We _haven't even told our children Thi gs\te that just don't add up,': Mrt 

· \ ! Balf d said. .- . ; .· \. • ~- I 
. . ... , · • • : 'You can live with some~hi~g _tik, , 

. 14 . -:--•-·-··· - ~ ·--·-·· 
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ASSASSINATION Or 
MARI' IN LUTHER KING, 

'ithls. 'You can li,~ wltJi it, but ·you're not 
pei~rul. .. ' ' : -. •.••(: f~..: 1

•-'~-.:,... i·· 
,'.l/' ~rs. Baird was ~of;~ie ;heth;r· ~ 
· _alleg~ offer came in 1966 or 1967. R -:< 
'riots gripped Louisville in 1967, spark d 
·1,y an op<>n housing drive led by Rev. A. 
! Di King, brother o( Martin. _ · ~'.-,. 
·., .. 'A: D. King was pastor or1Louisville'! 
iMt. Zion Baptist Church from 1~9, anc 
\ after moving to AJlanta, drowned in hi~ 
l ~e J>OOI in 1970. . · ; · •. ,t,., • 

1
· • Baird is working on· an undercover 

,tnvestigative job, and could ndt be reach-
td~r several days, his wife said, . · 

:, ~.. · . r or· the identities or alleged· con­
,IP.ira ~[s, '''I'!e hear~ names, butJ could 
:not te . you-if my life depended ~n it I 

dn t tell 'you," said Mary Baird. 
~'Sources involved in the House com 
. mittee probe of the assasinations of¾n[ 
.and President John F. Kennedy said Bairc 
rls expected to testify under oath to the 
.Identities of the FBI agents and Louisvill1 
.Jlblicemen in the alleged conspiracy .. 
:.,... Committee sources told Scripps-How 
. erd reporters the Louisville allega,ion 
~ !re · considered "hot."_ One commel:~•ted 
~ 'They are_placing it at the top.". ; ' 

.. . . ---·-. ... -.. .... .,,.· .i.,...".. ~ : 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MAID' IN LUTHER KING, JR. 

~a:f Im~~er ~~~miss~s::~!~1~y c~•:~ \, 

/Rf ~~?~ ii~Loui~ville to_. kiI_I ~(ing: 
r : · . Aueclaltd l'rm . · (Snyder refused last night t,, confirm 
: WASHING'J;ON - One of James Earl or deny that the policeman was retired 
, Ray's lawyess says that more than a . · . . 
1year ago he looked into an allegation from the Louisv11le de~artment. "I thmk 
·that Louisville police and FEJ ai::enls I've said enough," he said. "I just don't 
.plotted to. kill Dr. Marlin .. Luthe; Kin,g think I ought to 11ail it down.") I\ . 
Jr. He said }le concluded there wasn t On a I l d. 1·t·· · th H 11 'd much to it " • · re a e ma er, e ouse .a1 e f · • · 1 said two commil1,.rc meRI.\Jers will iuter• it1'te lawyer, Ja~es H. Lesar, _said yes•. view Ray today,_ . , .. , ,., .:. . • ,., .;. .. \ ... 

, erday that even if the allegation by al "' · • · 
' fired Louisville policeman is true, "if 
. as .remote from the assassination" bc-

u~e. the man says there was only tatk 
and not an attempt to kill the cMV 
rights. leader. , -. ·-:-~ •. ,. ~-••· •.lJ.,. · · 1,<..J 

•· ~ .- l ~. •,• "• •. :-~,-, ·•. : ,_] 

:' · A',;.. House assassmahoris · comn11llcc 
! aide Hid invcsth:ators have talked to'. 
the retired policeman, who was not 
lderilificd publicly, and are checking his 
'1ory. · ·· ·'- .. · ·. ' 
• J.csar said fh/ rctirl'd-;rolicrman told 

him in a letter that other Louisville po. 
llcemcn and FBI agents tried to hire. ,, 
him to kill King. 
. Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., disclosM 

,
last werk that the policeman also wrc1te 
him a letter containing the allcgatic;n. 
Snydrr said he turned it over lo /': { 

• assassinations coinmittcc. : 

"Courier-Journal", 

-

daily newspaper of general circulation, 
Louisville, Kentucky, March 22, 1977 

16 

•• 

• 

I 
\, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/ 

/ 

I 

ASSASSINATION OF 
MART IN LUTHER KING, JR • . 

. ' 

r~iASSissillati"on~~ ~~ 
~~ ;~._';... . '• .. ~ . . /. . •. ·.?~--

·.:~~\clue identified· . 
'(' t~ t~ :•\ -;,-~ ·. ·i,; r· ~ .... • _. . ;,. -:; ~ , • • -. r_ ~-~ I"'-

... 'I> "• I • r. •;_, .... ~ •' • ~ ' '"'J ' ,-

• ,LOUISVILLE, Ky; (AP) in which the alleged plot oc-
Tbe wife of a former Louisville curred, but said he referred the 
policeman has told newsmen _man to the House assassina­
laer husband, Clifton Baird, is tions committee. . ' .. • ~ 
the source of the allegatfon that Contacted at home Tuesday 
FBI agents and some members night about whether Baird was 
of the Louisville police depart- the •man, Snyder refused to 
'ment plotted to kill Dr. Martin comment. . : ... ,.,•:~~ ;rr.::~ 
·LutherKing;· :_ ~-- :;.~ ·. Earlier, Snyder quoted from 
1

• But Baird, 50, now employed · · a letter be said the man bad 
by ~ private security agency, written which said, "While I 
was c,ut of town and unavailable was in. the police department I 
for comment. ,:.~;.; was innocently involved in a 

.ae is reported to have been a · conspiracy to assassinate Dr. 
patrolman on the Louisville Martin Luther King." l: 

police force from 1949 to 1975. . . The congressman said of the · 
. . : Baird's wife, Mary, 44, was man making the allegation: "I · 
:quoted by WHAS-TV and The don't think that he's a kook_. I'm 
Courier Journal as confirming not iI1 a position to say whether 
her husband was the source of . he's telling the truth or not, but 
allegations that he was offered h,does not appear to me to»e a 
$500,000 to kill the· civil rights ~:ion other than totally ra• 

: leader, who was assassinated in tional." · . · ·· · · ·. · 1 
-1968. James Earl Ray was im- Snyder said he listened to a· 
prisoned in Tennessee on a tape recording, · now· in the 

,murder charge stemming from hands of House investigators, 
Jhe assassination. · . ·,., which purports to contain con-

W HAS a ls o quoted a versations relating to the alleg-
spokesman for the House Select ed conspiracy. ·'-' , : 
Committee on Assassinations . A committee spokes1'fian said 

.as confirming Baird was the the allegations are being in­
source of the allegations. vestigated. If the House votes 

-Attempts Tuesday night to next week to extend the com­
_ reach Mrs.· Baird about the mittee's charter, committee in­
'media reports were unsuc-· vestigators may meet with the 
cessful. • . : . 1 pian in Louisville next month, 

Rep. Gene Snyder: ~-Ky., the spokesman said. ~ 
disclosed last week that he talk- Louisville Police Chief John 
ed with a retired police officer Nevin said the department has 
who claimed he was offered not received any official com­
money to-.kill King. Snyder did mun i cations from the , 
not nams_the officer or the city assassinations committee. · 

•, • • • # ~.,, ... - .. ~ 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER, KING, JR. 

JiiiU' W1io . U ve in 1-o-hUii,iicf ff p_i,;T·P.!m::. 
1, . t ·• ·• • a\,,,. g ·.· · · , •· · ••·, · .. ,v,,.. ,,. r · • 1 \ • . •• , .• • • · , . . ,,. • , 

l dgJi~fli( iiig'·. ~ tt~¥.:tq~~~-~itl~. ~o'f f. ii;·~~e 
, .·.· ... ••.-•-:,.~- . - :.:y•:-.. .t ..... ;.•,i~...,;.·, .•..• .,_ .... ,q .. 

. . . .. t ., -~ . ·- . _...,....,.--:._.:.....,,.,. .... ---. ..... 

~·. 1 ·~ JOHN FJLIATREAU ' b-- ... ':tape recorder, a'~d Baf;J 1t1n-:po.~s~ss·lo~-
~--" · ;_ .c,ur1tr.Jour1111 S11ff Writer - of a tape that supports his allegations . ..-:-
. The ex-policeman who recently told According to Snyder, Baird wrote, 
U.S. Rep. M: Gene Snyder abowt an "While I was in the .Louisville Police 
abortive conspiracy to murder Df. Mar- Department I was innocently involved in 
tin Luther King Jr. has been Wentified · a conspiracy to assassinate ).1arlin Lu­
·as CHfton E. Bair_d, 50, wh? r_elired a~ a., ther King." :,•. .. ,~ •':· : 2; 
patrolman fr.om the Louts\'llle . Pol1~e Baird reportedly Identified several 
Department _m 1975 and now hves in members of the alleged conspiracy, in-

. Fern Creek. . . - ... ·' · •· • · eluding at )east three FBI agents the 
)laird was "identified as Snyder's in(or~ city's chief or detectives, a captain'. two 

.mant ln yesterday's edition of The Ken- lieutenants, a patrolman and a sei;geant 
tucky Post, which called him "a 27-year who was president or the local lodge of 
veteran of the Louisville force, now in the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). 
;the private security business." .· .. . _. -: -The Jast referen_ce apparently· ls to 
1 Jn a brief interview at her hcim'e last Tom Denton, ·who ·retired earlier this 
night, Baird's wife Mary, 44, confirmed year as preside~t of F_'OP Lo_dge_ 6. Den-~ 
that it was her husband who told Sny- t~n. who has said he 1s cons1der!ng ru~­
der, R-4th District, about the alleged ning for Jefferson County sheriff, said 
plot to kill King, the civil rights activist ye~terday, "! swear I don•~ know ~ny­
ahol to death in . Memphis,. ~enn., in. thin~ about_ 1t •..• ! w~~ quite surprised 
1968. · , · .. , :· ;~:,:_;:,..'--~ ••\:\_that lt was m ~ou1s,·11le. . . 

Mrs. Baird declined to coinme.nt fur-· Former Ch1cf of Detecllves Priest 
ther, except to say that her husband is F~; another of those apparently re• 
ont of town and unavailable to news•· i'efrcd to in Baird's letter, said last 
men. . · '. ~, 11:·j;,,( \night that h~ ''.knew or• Baird, but nev• 

Baird reportedly claimed he was o(. er heard_ an) th!!1g about the alleged plot 
ftred _ssoo.ooo to kill King, and said the to assassinate K:in~- _ . . . . 
cons1t1racy involved FBI agents and oth- C';'rre~.l,ouisv11le Police Ch1Q( John 
er· Louis\'ille policc·men. According to N~vm sa1i1' th~ _department_ ha_s not re• 
Snyder, the offer to Baird was made in ce1ved any offlc1al commumcat1ons from 
Baird.:S car, which was equipped with a the C?n~ression~l c?mmit-tee investigat-

. • ing Kings assassination. • : -· ·4'1' 
l•-· Nevin said he may ha,·e known Baird,' 
but he "didn't know him very well. Of 

.eourse we were from different genera• 
:tlons .•• , My first reaction to the thing 
.was that It was preposterous." 
· .. C. J. Hyde, a longtime Louisville po•, 
Jlceman who became chief in 1968, said 
he remembers Baird as ••a very fine po-

11ce officer ...• He was a tall, heavyset· 
· fellow who wasn't afraid of man or 
beast. If I was going on a job and ex•· ~ct:~-~ t_~o~bl~•., I'd_ want ~!~ wit~ 
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R - · . --- .. d P · 1 · --•.q• ............ ~.,.~-- - ' -~:'-W · f--"'.""s· -----~ et1re o iceman s I e ay-S--
:,,.. /,· .. f::_-~!:~~1j~\:~~;f ~-r.t-.x::~:~:v·'r:~):: ---~:;.:· .. iJ:'.:\:•<~i·;:.~ ·~,--~•~:;-i?a:/>·:· FtJ~~}·~r::_-~}i_~z~::tJ 
'Hushand--Told Of Kirig•· Plot;··:;:~-~ 

~ • " . - • , • • ' • • ~ a ,,. -.• .• ,i; • I 

&'fx/..=;;; c;f~,i:.-11·.-.,""'~.,l ... ~"''- ·; :~t:~:,~ : is-' Jl,~·~1tl\""""~.-~ ~ ~--. : ....... ~t1t..::. ~~~- ill.ti 
lf•f-'~.i.oUISVILLE, Ky. {AP)-The wife of a ret(red 
~pollcema~ confirmed Wednesday It was her hus-· • · 
\,band who told Rep. Oene Snyder (R•Ky.) of an 
'_alleged plot by Federal Bureau of Investigation 
:.(FBI} a gen ts and LQ'\Jlsvme r,ouce omcers to 
; assassinate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. . . · j;,rli 
£~ ~-?·Mary Baird, 44, said her husband, Clifton E . 
. ·J:Smrd, a former Loulsvtlle police officer, told· 

Snyder of the alleged ploL · . . .. : _.. ;",.- r/~n~ •'i 
.,' t~~ -! ·~ -~.:=.~. ,~ '- : .. ~~ ,,,.t..l ,_ ,-.,;t;, <~ :·•'f~ ~ 
l"~: . SNYDER QUOTED Baird as sayil'lg the offer :::was made in a car by members of several mem-
_ _,b~rs of the Louisville Police Departmen~ and. 
~eeveral FBI agents. · ,-:,'. · · •'•. ·:l.,; : ,,:....:/~.,el.·"'! 
,.·: .• Mrs. Baird saJd her husband retired from the· 
:. J:.oulsvllle Police Department several years a.go 
.. after 27 years service. . · :. _.,_ ...:.---.~-·~'"'~·-, ..,.:., 
F "'He told me about this when I first married 
~him, seven years ago," Mrs. Baird said in an 

hlterview. "I think he thought.he wasn't going to 
· be believed" ·_·,; ,.,,c,• ·· ·. ?·. i-., ~, -~ ~ . . ,.. . .. . . - . . , 
· Snyder said the man told him he was offered 
.. $500,000 on two occasions to kill Kt)lJJ. · .. ;., .. ,,,·i: 
. Mrs. Baird said she believes <fne reason her _ 

husband came forward with the allegation was 
-~~cause "he wants to know why someone asked·· 
thlm" to klll King, who was assassinated in Mem- . 
. phls, Tenn., In 1968. - . • . ?·. . .\ . 1~ 

!. . ..lt sure has been on his mind," Mr~. Baid 
} said. "He said It Just got to bothering him a 
'. at•s why he contacted Mr. Snyder." . . .• . ~, 

_ -~er_ husband, before contacti~ Snyder, tol} _ 
~~ne of James Earl Ray~ attorne_ys of the alle ee1· 
t]~ot, she said. Mrs. Baird sald her husband was 

·"discouraged" after talking with the attorney. 
r· Ray Is serving ~years in prison for the slaying of 
t~ng. ·•· , . ..,j. ~--:-;;;: ;/d:.--:--·- :_f~\~;_ ·;,."-; ::f;; .,:ri\tr 

SNYDER, WHO dlsclcsed last week that he 
had heard from a man who claimed kn_owledge 

. of a plot to kill King, refused to divulge the man's 
':~me. ; -, . • , , · : .; ·. , • i . · 
~- · Baird told. his wife "he was ottered $500,000 to 
•.. 111" King and "he didn'~ appr_eclate

1 
it," Mrs.1 . alrd said. . . . . ,, . . . • • ~ 

t. . - , •. , .~ ... .., -.o1w,.,.,}.. ~ •.• ~ ·_;_,11a::... •, . .,, ,..lS.ti<,·· .llf•-~-.-
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1

---·- ,,:· FOB-~~n~ f~r F~;ternal O!~ei ~f 
' olice, a collective barga11 mg 
• ganization for police officers. 

I 
t,. Snyder said he could not divulge the 
f names listed in the letter or ~e 
• Identity of the man who contacted bun. 

I 
l .. What I'm saying," Snyder sajd, •,s 
• those blanks need to be protected• if 
l'tbere's nothing to this. And if it is an 
, accurate allegation that he's made, 

• 
• 

,' :.i. /• 
-1._' 

! ,~n the author of the letter needs to be 
f !" / otected. The committee is ~- · -'T . .,,, · · · · 

) . Snyder_ said the
0

_~a!! "~ndica es ··-y•The" matter"you reterfo'has' been ~-":''of°ihe··~°o~itte;:o;;~~a~fri;:; 
-1' estigatingit." · -·.-:.· 1 · ~--- · {f 
· urther · in the letter that after l..e referred to the committee and is under FBI agent, checked into the man' · . 
retired he contacted who he says is investigation," Sprague said. · · . background and found him to be a 
JamesEarlRay'sattorney .... " Snyder said he would vote to _con-" "solidcitizen,"Snydersaid. ~·] 
· . Ray is serving a life term in prison in tinue funds for the committee's con- Snyder said the man told him the 
.connection with the assassinaton of the tinued existence solely on the basis of • offers for him to kill King were made 
; late civil rights worker who was slain the allegation brought to him. _ In his automobile, where he had a tape · 
fn Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. · The former policeman, Snyder said, · recorder. Snyder quoted the man asi 
• Snyder said the former policeman· tried to turn over a tape recording of saying he had two tapes, one of which 

: ch~imed he was offered $500,000 on two the a)ilged $500,000 offer. to Ray's was either stolen or lost. ' ·. -~ 
~;tsions to kill King. . a~orneys but finally was asked by one ·.. • .... · ... , ,_., .. : .. n.;. .... ,.h, ;".,.:~ •• - .-.:;; r,::.. 1: 

; ·: RI ch a rd A. Sprague, the· of the attorneys' investigators "where . .,. 
'Philadelphia attorney _w.h~ is chief he pl~nne~ to hide if he tried to do{ • · 
counsel for the assassinations com- l anything with the tape." - . ( 
_mitee, confirr:1ed Snyder ;h~d turned Sny~r said he has discus!U!d th('_, 
o r _material . containing the. allegatiirn with Rep. Samuel L. Devim' 

-a_ gatlon. . . , ... ,;. ... m.,; ,.,-u.;.:.:...-x<iL of Ohio, the ranking minority member 

/ 

. . 

.. 
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. MARTIN LUTHER K.ttfG, JR. 

J(rOVetnn1_~i\\~ 
11told of l(1ng· 
f ~µrde_i','p!Qr,~ 
-t·• . . 
l~~LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)- u. 
lS. Atty. George Long sa9s he 
)as told the Justice D~partment 
•about an · allegation that 
;Louisville police and FBI 
~agents conspired to assassinate 
•Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. • 
: ; Long said Friday that the,. 

I
. stice Department hasn't 

. ecided yet whether it will in­
stigate tJie allegations 
closed last week by Rep.· 

. neSnyder,R-Ky. _: 1 
.~Snyder said he was contacted 
· '.by a man who told him of a con-
qlracy. to kill the late civil 
;rights leader. The man alleged, 
•Snyder said, that six members 
bf the Louisville Police Depart­
)ilent and several FBI _age'15. 
were involved. · · ' · _ \\ 7 

-~ Snyder has refused to divulge 
the man's name. However, Th,) 
Kiucky Post reported tha, 
•~ on Baird, 50, a retired 
.Lou ville policeman, made the 
.alle~ations, and his wife Mary, 
44, confirmed it.. . 
;·<Baird has not been available 
for comment since his wife con:_ 
firmed he told Snyder of the 
aJleged plot. · •, 

Snyder, who still refuses to 
Identify the person who c?n• 
tacted him, said he talked with 
the man "face to face." The 
congressman quoted the man as 
saying ,be was offere~ $500,0?0 
to kill King, assassinated m 
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. Jam~s 
Earl Ray is serving 99 years m 
prison for the murder of King. 

Mrs. Baird said her husband 
is a security guard, that he 
retired from the police depart­
ment after 27 years service a,od 
that he is out of town on l\O 

assu~nment. She has refus~d \? 
1 ela1"\rate. . ~•.. }. 

"!f" · e said her husband told her. 
b /the. alleged plot seven ye_ar( 
1 o, when they were mam~df 

told Snyder, she said, 
because be wanted "to kno_l) 
why someone asked him" to ~111 
King. It had been "botherrng 
him," she said. . ·, 
.. Snyder said the man told hu;r1 

· be had contacted one of Ray s 
attorneys, who dismissed the 
allegation as untrue. Snyder, 
however, said his impre_ss1on of 
the man led him to believe the 
charge at least should be in­
vestigated. Snyder said the man 
was "rational" and tha_t th7 rBI 
considered him a "solid c1t~en 
type " . . \ ' ',., t". t• ~" 

, Th~ man told Snyder that he 
tape-recorded the allllged offe~ 

· "I would very much like to 
have the infonnation furnished 
to us so we can ask some serious 
questions,'·' Nevin said. "Right 
now, it is really most difficult to 
deal with the situation, but I 
.celcainly think before it's ov~r 
:we1 e going to have to look in;·9~ 
ft, r o question a~out it." JV 

"Sun-Democrat", 
d~ily newspaper of 
general circulation, 
Paducah, Kentucky, 
March 27, 1977 

I ·ct c r, the congressm;an sa1 ; i
hich he sairl wu "~

1 
~A ,_ 

S yder ~lso said the .!ape hal( .. 
~ en tugred over to the House 
Select Committee on Assassina­
tions, along with a letter- from 
the man in which names of 
policemen and FBI agents 
allegedly involved were listed. 
. Snyder said he listened to a 

Yeopy of the tape but that most of 
•It was inaudible. However, he 
-~·d he heard enough to es blish it had something to do 
w; h King and money. . : 
; ' nyder said, additional~y, 

t he changed his mind abo•Jt 
extending funding for the con_,. 
mittee on the basis of his corv" 
versation with the man. · 

Louisville Police Chief John 
Nevin said his department 
would not know where to begin 
an investigation but that he 
would like to be ~llpplied with 
any information the House com­
mittee has on the alleged in• 
volvement by Louisville police. 
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11·/ .;,•:1f...,·•t•'"'l"•f.··.·• ·••·•,'fl·F.--•, .. 1-J." · •• •· ···-1-·-,•>i"' : . ,, . ~e.~v -~~~Y ·· we·rirt''~ ·-arr·~!c,i--:m<,i n""'"· :.,, lot 
. . .· . . "'·:···-·.·-.---:---·---··-IP, ... ·--~----~-------··--4·•··--·9 - ~-'---M • • 

! ? :- ~ · By TIM WYNGAARD and CARL · 
. . •, .. WEST "ff"S PREPOSTEROUS,• he said of • • ··. · · · · · . · •. · 
;· ,_ Scripps-Howard Staff Writers Baird's claim that six local lawmen and Assassination~ Co'!'mittee W~rmation 

· -:. LOUISVILLE, KY.-The are almost ~cie FB~ agents planned to kill King dur- yeste_rday which his" lawye!'. said could 
.. an in their 60s now, grayin: and potbel- .mg a period of open-housing tension here. . i~ent1fy the ~hadowy Ra~ul _m the.J.t_ar-
lied, leisurely working part-time retire- •It's ~ preposterous that it's ridicu- tin_ Lu~er King Jr. a~sassmat1on. A 

, , ·anent jobs after lifelong police careers, lous .. I JUSt . can't believe it ••• He's ' Otlef counsel. R1c~ard ~prague and 
· And 

1
·1 1 t k th h wrong," be said. . , · three other committee mvest1gators spent 

, un I as wee , ey must ave · · ·· · · ho "th R Kin , · d 
· felt that their glory days, and the excite- and A 5eC?nd called Baird's charges "silly ! :~sassi'::'s : Bru:l;. Mg s ta~on~:t 
. ~t of police work, were behind them. stupid," and offered to_ t~e- a lie Prison ~ Tennessee: ou;~ _ t~ e 

·· Now they hav be ed rt r detector test. . . • •. : ., ..... • . . __ .,, ,...,., .. .-~ _ , . , ,· . e en nam as pa o 1 · · ' •••. • • . : : , •· • · · • ,_.. • -· ,., ,. ... _ ··· - · ·, a 1~ plot to kill the late Martin Luther He added,"If he's accusing me, he's -·: ':.,· ~Sprague refused comment ci~at 
~ngJr. _ - • _, • anout-and-0ut liar." : • '- ... Ray told the investigators. .. :• 

· They maintain they know nothing of • A third_. ~e on!}'. one of the four still Amon~ the information Ray provided 
the charges leveled against them by on the Low~v1lle pohce fo!ce, al_so offered ~e com~1ttee or made ~vailable through 
another former Louisville cop. They won- to take a he test and said he intends to bis previous lawyers, his attorney...,said, 

: der why a man they recall fondly would deny ~e charges under oath to the House · were travel dates and motel lodging 
secretly accuse them to investigators for comrruttee. . ~ · .• , , 1 .•• ~ - • ' records documenting his own movements 
_the House Assassinations Committee. . : Another retired lawma~ ranking as v.:en as telephone numbers Ray claim-

~-;. But slowly they are finding out that off~cer attached to the same district as .· ed Jo have used to contact Raoul, a inys-
· lhe charges of retired Louisville patrol• Baird ~nd the rest of the policemen te~ous figure Ray has ~lamed for the 
II!an Clifton E. B~ird-that they offered named m the letter:--took_ a more ~ft- King murder.. , . ·< ' , · 

. him $500,000 to kill King-have caught spoken app~h to hlS <leruals. • Ra);. serving a 99-year pnson sen-
· them _in the_ ~a_Pidly closing vise of con- "It's kind of weird to me," he said. -!ence for _the King as~ssinati!)n, is hop-

lP.:'e5S10nal politics. · "But I really can't help you. 'All J know mg to gam a new tnal by cooperating 
. ' BA~RD•S ACCUSATION'S, contained about it

11 
is what I have read in the news- with the committee. , -.~.:y · -•_ :', 

; in. a still-secret letter to the House com- pape_fS. 1 . • ,-, · 7; ,·_.· . : ; . : -. ~:. ' ·; • /,~ • \' i · 

nuttee, are being used by members of the · · 
beleaguered panel as a lever to pry . Jndividua)ly, they all raiseci'th~ sa~e· · 
approval for another year's continuation pnvate questions about B~ird's ch!rges. 
from a reluctant House. _ •WH~HEY ASK, did Baird remain 

· Approval of a new budget of $2.7 mil- silent at>Mtt the alleged murder plan for 
li~n is expected tomorrow, following com- almost 12 years-and for two years fol-
nuttee leaks outlining Baird's charges lowing his retirement after an unblemish-
and . a 14-page preliminary committee ed 27-year career as a policeman? 

. report claiming new leads in the murders 'Ybere would they-even with the' 

. of King in 1%8 and President Kennedy in ~nmvance of the FBl-,-have come up 
· .1963. ·; · - '' '- ,. .:. • • · with SS00,000 to pay a gunman? • ' 

Scripps-Howard News Service h~s· ~d, they ask, if the FBI was involv'- · 
· identified and interviewed four of the six ed-:-w1~ all the sophisticated equipment 
. _Louisville policemen named in Baird's at its disposal-why would they have set-
, letter-and they categorically deny his tl_ed on an insignificant patrolman, not 
·. charges. · , h1~hly regarded as a marksman, as the 

1 
.··:One of Baird's' former commanding triggennan? _ .. :r,. )· !" \-.:, 

·officers recalled Baird warmly, and then Baird, _now a_ Pinkerton's security· 
exploded when a reporter told him the ~ard here, has disappeared since mak-
contents of the secret letter. mg the charges. Reporters have been 

pnable to find him and committee sources, 
refuse to say whether he is being held 
under protective custody. · . . 

Roy cooperating-James Eari · 
~y gave staff members of the House 

.. -' J . . , . 
• I- I• I 

/ 
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On March 25, 1977, Robert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, United States Department 
of Justice, Washington, D. C., who has been appointed Special 
Counsel for the Department of Justice in matters concerning 
the HSCA, advised that the Attorney General had authorized 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) interview of Clifton E. 
Baird, previously identified in newspaper articles contained 
herein, in the presence of an Assistant United States Attorney 
(AUSA), Louisville, Kentucky, concerning all details of Baird's 
recent reported allegation that he had received an offer from 
FBI Agents and p~lice officers to assassinate Martin Luther 
King, Jr. for $500,000.00. 

On March 26, 1977, an attempt was made to interview 
Clifton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville, Kentucky, 
concerning all details of recent reported allegation. Inquiry 
at the Baird residence by Special Agents of the FBI, accompanied 
by AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr., on March 26, 1977, revealed 
that Clifton E. Baird was out of town at an undisclosed 
locati,;tn in Kentucky where, according to Baird's wife, Mary 

..!!!i,~, the former was on special assignment in connection with 
his employment with Pinkerton, Inc. Detective Agency, 510 West 
Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky. Mary Baird declined to 
furnish information concerning Baird's specific location since 
Baird was working on sp~cial assignment involving twelve hour 
shifts and interview of Baird while so employed could possibly 
jeopardize his job and cause him embarrassment inasmu~h as his 
co-worker on that assignment had no knowledge of Baird's 
recent allegation. Mary Baird indicated that her husband would 
not return to Louisville, Kentucky, until the morning of 
March 29, 1977, at which time she would ask Baird to contact 
the FBI Louisville Office or United States Attorney's Office, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Mary Baird advised that she had no personal knowledge 
of the reported offer which apparently occurred sometime 
in 1966 and that her husband had not revealed any pertinent 
facts of the allegation to her. Identities of the FBI Agents 
and Louisville Police Department officers reportedly named 

1 in her husband's letter to Representative M. G. (Gene) Snyder 
were unknown to Mary Baird. 
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According to· Mary Baird, her husband, Clifton E. 
Baird, was interviewed by the HSCA in Washington, D. C. 
"several weeks ago", at which time a tape recording of the 
alleged offer to kill Martin I.uther King, Jr. and all other 
pertinent data were provided committee members. Mary Baird 
did not believe that a copy of the tape recording existed 
and had no knowledge of any copy of the letter written by her 
husband to Snyder which may have been retained by the former. 

Mary Baird was of the opinion that Snyder publicized 
receipt of the allegation in order to insure continued funding 
of HSCA scheduled to expire March 31, 1977. Mary Baird had 
no knowledge of how her husband's identity was "leaked" to the 
news media, noting that she has been harassed by the news 
media both at home and her employment, Stockyards Bank, 
Louisville, Kentucky, in an apparent effort to obtain 
additional information regarding the allegation and arrange 
an interview of her husband. As of March 26, 1977, no known 
interview of Baird had been conducted by the news media. 

Mary Baird assured Special Agents of the FBI and 
AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr. that she would have her husband, 
Clifton E. Baird, contact the FBI or the United States 
Attorney's Office immed4ately upon his return to Louisville, 
Kentucky. The necessity for immediate interview of Clifton 
E. Baird was reiterated to Mary Baird and suitable • 
arrangements for same on or about March 29, 1977, were made. 

On March 26, 1977, the above information was 
furnished to United States Attorney George J. Long, Jr., 
Western District of Kentucky, Louisville, Kentucky. 

On March 29, 1977, the second attempt was made to 
contact Clifton E. Baird, 7813 Edsel Lane, Louisville, 
Kentucky, for the purpose of arranging a suitable interview 
with Special Agents of the FBI in the presence of AUSA 
Alexander T. Taft, Jr. Included herein as follows is a 
summary of that contact: 
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3/30/77 
Date of transcription ______ _ 

, on March 29, 1977, at approximately 7:28 PM, 
Special Agents EDMUND V. ARMENTO and ZiRIS R. BOEHLE arrived 
at the residence of CLIFTON E. BAIRD 7813 Edsel Lane ......... ____ ,.,. ...... ,, ........ ,." ... ,.,_ ........... , .. ,, .. , .• , ...... ' .. . ... .. .. ---L-----
louisville, Kentucky, for the specific purpose of contacting 
BAIRD in an effort to arrange a suitable interview of BAIRD 
w'ith Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney 

·_(AUSA) ALEXANDER T. TAFT, JR. in connection with an allegation 
of an offer reportedly made to BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents 
during 1966 to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING,_ JR. Contact 
was made inasmuch as BAIBD had failed to initiate contact with 
the FBI or the United States Attorney's Office on March 29, 
1977, as had been requested of his wife, MARY BAIRD, during 
previous contact• on March 26, 1977. -, 

Upon arrival at the BAIRD residence, MARY BAIRD 
answered the doorbell, at which time Special Agents immediat~ly 
identified themselves and displayed their credentials. MARY[ 
BAIRD acknowledged that she recognized both Special Agents 
from previous contact with same on March 26, 1977, however, 
requested that Special Agents speak with her outside her 
residence. Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her 
residence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were 
sitting on front porches in close proximity to BAIRO residence 
and would be able to overhear all conversation. Entrance into 
residence was granted by MARY BAIRD following the above request. 
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIRD was asked if she had been 
in contact with her husband, CLIFTON E. BAIRD, to which she 
replied that her husband was in fact present at the residence • 

• 
CLIFTON E. BAIRD entered the living room of the 

BAIRD residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to 
identify themselves with credentials in the presence of 
BAim>'s wife and explain the purpose of the contact. CLIFTON 
E. BAIRD exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were, 
refused to shake hands or look at the credentials. BAIRD 
stated, "I know who you are.", not giving the interviewing 
Agents opportunity to explain the reason for instant contact. 
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attorney General of the 
United States had specifically requested he be interviewed 

Interviewed on 3/29/77 ar Louisville, Kentucky File# LS 44-947 

/ SA CHRIS R. HO:EHL.E 
by _ __;S=A~ED=MUND=~-v-'-"-• ....:A=Rl=.fEN=• ::.;_T;;;;..O=./::...E=• V~Aa,_/.;.;;_s..;;;..c,;;.;..s~~---Date dictoled __ 3....;/'--3_0_;;/_7_7 ____ _ 

5 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

ii and ifs contents ore not lo be distributed outside your agency. 
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I 
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concerning allegations recently revealed by BAIRD to United 
States Representative M. G. (GENE) SNYDER. BAIRD blurted, 
"I have no statement to make. Just leave.", not allowing 
interviewing Agents to complete statement • 

. BAIRD became visibly upset and his eyes appeared 
glassy and moist, speaking abruptly and not allowing interviewing 
Agents to express themselves fully. While leaving residence 
at the specific direction of BAIRD, Special Agents again 
·advised BAIRD that the sole purpose of the contact was to 
a~ange an interview of BAIRD with Special Agents of the FBL 
in the presence of a representative of the United· States 
Attorney. BAIRD immediately inquired as to the identity of 1,,. 
the United States Attorney and when informed that the local / 
United States Attorney was GEORGE J. IONG, JR., BAIRD exclaim,d, 
"Don't bring that man out here, I have no use for him." · 
BAIRD further exclaimed, "I have received numerous threats 
from the FBI over the last ten years." and "I have nothing 
to say." BAIRD terminated the contact by stating, "I' 11 , 
say it all to the House Committee." Immediately prior to 
termination of contact, BAIRD was advised that if he possessed 
any evidence of misconduct on the part of any FBI Agent, he 
should immediately bring same to the attention of the Attorney 
General of the United S-t,ates. Contact was terminated at 7:32 PM 
and Special Agents immediately departed the area of the 
restt.dence. • 

26 

.r 
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ASSASSINATION OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

On March 29, 1977, AUSA Alexander T. Taft, Jr. 
was advised of the results of the contact with Clifton E. 
Baird by Special Agents of the FBI on the evening of March 
29, 1977. 

• 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-14t 

FBI 

Date: 3/30/77 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in --------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
- AIID'EL · AIRMAIL I 

Vm ____________ ---------------------' 
(Precedence) I 

• -· . I - - - - - - - - .- - - - - .- - .- - - - . 

TO: ~IRE~OR, FBI (44-38861) 
' . 

· FROM: SAC, WUISVILLE (44-947) (P) 

SUBJECT : MURKIN 

Re Louisville teletype to Bureau dated 3/20/77, 
Bureau teletype to Louisville dated 3/26/77, Louisville 
teletype to Bureau dated 3/27/77, Louisville teletype to Bureau 
dated 3/29/77 and Bureau telephone call to Louisville, 3/30/77. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ten (10) copies 
of self-explanatory IHM setting forth details concerning 
recent reported allegation by CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 Edsel Lane, 
Louisville, Kentucky, that he had rece~e4 offer from FBI 
Agents and police officers to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR., inclusive of local newspaper articles relating to same 
and unsuccessful attempt to interview CLIFTON E. BAIRD. 

Enclosed for Memphis are two (2) copies of above 
described IHM, which contains summary of all information 
developed to date conc~~ing instant aspect of captioned matter. 

It is noted that Louisville Division indices contain 
only single reference to "CLIFTON EUGENE BAIRD, Officer, 
Louisville Police Department" (LS 44-474), which file was 
destroyed on 2/28/77. No information is contained in 
Louisville Division files substantiating BAIRD's allegation on 
3/29/77 that he has received numerous threats from the FBI 
over the last ten years. 

Copy of enclosed IHM being disseminated locally to 
U. 3. Attorney, Louisville, Kentucky. 

- Bureau (Enc. 10) 
- Memphis (Enc. 2)l 
- Louisville 

EVA/scs · 
(6) 

/ / 

Approved: _____________ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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TO 

FROM: 

MURKIN 

4/1/77 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, Memphis (44--1987) /.J ,1,.1 

Re telephone call from Supervisor HAL HELTERHOFF, 
FBIHQ, to Memphis, 3/30/77. 

On 3/31/77, Acting Chief JOHN HOLT, Memphis Police 
Department, advised SA BURL F. JOHNSON that any information 
or reports furnished to the FBI by the Memphis Police Department 
in conjunction with captioned case may be released to the House 
Select Committee on Assassinations without the expressed consent 
of the Memphis Police Department. 

2 - Bureau 
l - Memphis 
RHB:ln 
(3) 

SBDCHED·-----
. p.uuJZED .·k(; 

JNDEXEQ ---• 

FILED-----
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l/30/77 

AiltUL AIMAIL - DGISftltED 

T01 DIDCTOlt, ftl (44-381il) 

FROM: SAC, BIBMIMGBAM (44-1748) 

SUBJECT; MUlUUN 
Cit 
00: HBMPBIS 

ReBHairt:el, 3/21/77. 

On 3/30/77, Major EMM&ff DI.XOB, Alabaa Highway 
Patrol (ARP), Mont.9011ery, Alabama, advised that. an ARP trooP•V 
had an hfomat. who had been in concact witll a 19Mil pg;p, · 
Bi:rmia9Ba,, Alabaaa. DAVI.S related infonua:tion to the informant. 
aoncern.in9 a oonapiracy to kill MAitT:tB Lt1.ftl&ll KING which 
involved !'BANK LI81Ul1'0 ad J.lR. GOS PWJSCB. DAVIS indicated 
to t:be trooper•• inforaamt that the information had been related 
to the nx, but apparently no act.ion was taken. 

Major DIXOH vu advised that the Birmingham. Office had 
been in con:tact with MOlUU:S DAVIS on several occasions, had taken 
ul infonat.ion in tu possess.ion of DAVIS, ad had fu:rniahed 
this.information to BIBO and int.ereate4 offices. DIXON was 
a4vised that airmin9ham 1.s positive that. 'the FBlHQ had fumished 
DAVIS' information to interested congressional COJ\Ulit.tees, as 
DAVIS haci at.a'ted that a representative of the souse of 
bpresentati••• eommittee had been in contact. with him. 

The aboYe is set forth for information of DIBQ and 
Mobile. As Bimin9ham bas had Dl.mler0U contacts with DAVIS, 
he will not be contacted at this time1 ho,wever, Bind1uJ'het will 
continue to tiaseainate any pertinent. information volateered 
by DAVIS. 

2 - Bureau 
l - Mobile (:tafo) 

dt'- Mempbia (44-1987)(Info) 
l - Mew Orleans (Info) 
l - B~raingham 
ALB:hsa 
(6) 
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DIRECTOll, FBI (44-38861) 4/11/77 

SAC, KDPBIS (44-1987) (P) 

ltUlUC.Ilt 

Enclosed tor 'the Bureau 1s one copy of a letter 
to the ltelllphis Police Departaent, Jlelllphis, T8Jl1Ml!IS88, 
trom. mnrus J. BARPOJI• sa,otra_., Washington .. 

FOZ' the info.naatlcm of the Darea.u, the original 
of this letter was provided th4t lleaphia DiriSton of the 
FBI I>}' a represetattw of the HOllliclde sureau, llellphis, 
T___..., Palice Departaent. 

UACB, no action is eoatemplated by the lleflilphts 
DiYision ~ enclosed letter. 

Note; Original letter maintained in 
1-A section of file. 

.... ------
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FD-302 {REV. I 1-2 7-70) () 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of lranscriplion _ ___,3'-+-/J.2~5'-1-/...1.7...1.7 __ 

DAVID ALAN KULLING, current address 2301 Stone, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, telephone number 761-2333, was inter­
viewed at the Ann Arbor, Michigan, Office of the FBI. 
KULLING provided the following information: 

KULLING stated he is currently a student at 
Eastern Michigan University and is employed at the 
Forensic Center, Ypsilanti State Hospital, 3501 
Willis Road, Ypsilanti, Michigan. 

KULLING stated he felt he had information which 
could possible be of value in the current investig~tion 
concerning the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. KULLING 
stated he has been in touch with the congressional committee 
investigating the death of Dr. KING; however, he felt 
he should also supply this information to the FBI. 

KULLING said approximately ten years ago, when 
he was in the sixth or seventh grade, he had a girl friend 
named CINDY MOTTS. KULLING said he and CINDY MOTTS attended 
Grant Junior High School on Nine Mile Road in East Detroit, 
Michigan, together. He said often he would spend afternoons 
and evenings at the MOTTS residence. While at her residence, 
he often overheard conversations between CINDY's mother, 
Mrs. (first name unknown) MOTTS and a dark hair; white male, 
age approximately 45, 5 1 811 tall, thin build. 

KULLING said he believed Mrs. MOTTS and this white 
male were members of the Ku Klux Klan. He said he often 
heard them mention MARTIN LUTHER KING and the names of 
places where Dr. KING was leading marches. KULLING said the 
general tone of many conversations between Mrs. MOTTS and 
the white male had hatred of Dr. KING as the focal point. 
He said, however, he could not recall any explicit threats 
made by Mrs. MOTTS against Dr. KING. 

KULLING said he recalls that CINDY MOTTS often 
made telephone calls for her mother and these telephone 

lnlerv iewed on __ 3'----'/'--'2cc...l~/'--7___.c_7 ___ _ 
n,C 1./c./- lt:Ji 7~/11~ Ill(. 

Michigan File #Detroit 44-989 

SAs THOMAS F. KELLEHER ' 
by ___ ___:J:..:A...c:ME==-.S~E=--=--• ---=-C=R=Q=S-=S~t-r-='-=---'---=--=c..-=...=..c'---=-..>-=-=-----Dote dicloted __ __,,3,_,_/....,,2...,,5c.,c/_,7_,7 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FB!. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

ii and its contents are nof to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DE 44-989 

calls were made from the MOTTS residence, which was 
located in the 2200 or 2300 block of Brittainy in 
East Detroit. This residence is approximately one 
block south of Ten Mile Road. 

KULLING said he last saw CINDY MOTTS in the 
winter of 1973. He said he does not know where she 
currently resides. He said Mrs. MOTTS had a boy friend 
who he believes is presently married to Mrs. MOTTS. 
Mrs. MOTTS' boy friend is a white male, 6 1 211 tall, 230 
pounds, late 30 1 s, speaks in a southern accent. 
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DATE: 

TO: 

4/5/77 

SAC, DETROIT (44-989)(RUC) 

l"lURKIN 
CR 
( 00: J.vIEMPHIS) 

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

JNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 

Enclosed for Memphis is the orig%al FD-302 

~~;~~~~~~g 0 ~n~;~I7~~, 
0 !n~At~~ ~~t~r~¼~~~-f~in~~, '~ii~'~'£~1ew notes. 

For information of Memphis on 3/8/77, KULLING 
contacted the Detroit Office of the FBI and advised he 
had information regarding captioned matter. 

Attempts to contact KULLING on 3/14/77 and 
3/16/77, negative. 

KULLING has contacted the 
the FBI on at least five occasions, 
assistance in a variety of matters. 
questiona::il.e at best. 

Ann Arbor Office of 
offering to provide 

His reliability is 

(. 2) Hemp his 
'--T ;_;'Detroit 

TFK/b·k 
(3) J 

(Enc. 2) // 
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I • · • F.0-35,0 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

~•,l'·rig .. ;Conspirators' 

:Agent· of FBI Threatened 
; Srbth_ er, ·. Ray Tells Pro __ · bers 

Indicate page, name of 
with Ray at the Tennessee 1ewspaper, city and state.) 

penitentiary itil969., 

,, 
;, By MARSHA VANDE BERG . . KERSHAW SAID he felt the 
• Te1m~sseaia Staff Correspeilcl~nt . COI)viction of. Jack Ray on a 

PETROS, Tenn .. - James charge of aidipg atid abetting a 
; Ear1'Ray ·told H;ouse Assassi- rol:>betY the followii:ig year JENSJtN, NOW retired, was 
in-atlon Committee staff may have been related to the reached at his home in Ger- -l members here yesterday a threat. · · mantown, Tenn., and asked 
,.Memphis FBI agent threat- about Ray's .charge. He re-, 

PAGE/ 

' \ 
l 
t 

·· i 
\ 
l . 
I 

I 
\ 
i 

·i 
! 

., 
r 
' 

ened pi;ison for Ray's brother Kersltaw said Ray: could plied: ,. 
1 if Raydidn't name members of identify the agent only as ."There. are records to sup- r-- THE TENNESSEAN 

an alleged conspiracy to kill ''Jensen.'' He said Jensen was port I visited Ray. I have ·no 
Dr .. Martin Luther King Jr. not a member ofthe Nashville qualms about anything I have 
. Jack Kershaw, Nashville at~ FBioffice butwas accompan- done, and I will testjfy about: · 
torney, quoted Ray as saying iedbytwoFBiagentsfromthe that under oath if neces--­
_the alleged threat was made Nashville office when he sary." 
against his older brother, talked with Ray at the Tennes- Jens en declined further, 

I J aelc; now _in Leavenworth fed- see State Penitentiary. . . · comment· about the meeting ....._ 
I eral penitentiary, a day or two It was learned last night that with Ray, who is now serving a 

\

la··.fterR,aypleadedgu.iltyto.th_e R.obertG.Jensen,formerspe-< 99.year sentence here at 
April 4, 1968, assassination of cial. agent in charge of · the Brushy Mountain Prison for 

• King. . Memphis FBI office; talked King's murder. 
I . 
i 

! • 
I 

KERSHAW, WHO IS seeking 
a new trial for Riiiy•on grounds • 
. that Ray was an "unwitting -
tool" of . a conspiracy to kill • 
.King, called the meeting "an 
improper involvement of" the 
FBI. Date: 

"It indicates to me that the Edition: 

government itself did not be- Author: 
· lieve Ray acted alone;" Ker- Ed t 
shaw said. •~The FBI was try- 1 

or: 
ing to make Ray an· active Title: 
conspirator ... because the 
government was worried to 
death about their white­
wash." 
, . .Kersha.w said that, at .the 
}meeting, JeQSen . ''~erna~d 

NASHVILLE, TENN 

FBI• MEMPHIS · 
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.. · • f".0-35'0 (Rov. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping fn Space Below) 

··i 
\ 
I 
i 

I 

~-\ng ,:~cmspirators' 

I Agent of FBI Threatened 

l 
L 

·! 
' 

•' ~ 

I B,Other, Ray Tells· Probers 
(Indicate page, name of 

with Ray at the Tennessee newspaper, city and state.) 

penitentiary in 1969. , · 

., 
r 
' 

! By MARSHA VANDE·BERG 
i Te~D!!Sseait Staff Corresponient 
, •· PETROS, Tenn. - James 
I Eat1"Ray told H;ouse Assassi­
j nation Committee staff 
: me.ntbers. here yesterday a 
[J\lemph!s fBI agent threat-
1 ened prison for Ray's brother 
1

1 
if Ray didn't name members of 
I an alleged conspiracy to kill 
I Dr .. Martin Luther King Jr. 
: Jack Kershaw, Nashville at~ 
i torney, quoted Ray as saying 
I the alleged threat was made 
! against his older brother, 
: Jack, now in Leavenworth fed-

11 eralpenitentiary, · a day or two 
l after R,a:y pleaded guilty to. the 
! April 4, 1968, assassination of 
\King. 
I 

KERSHAW SAID he felt the 
COIJViction of Jack Ray on a 
charge of aidipg and abetUng a 
robbery the f 91lowing year 
may have been relate(,! to the 
threat. · 

Kershaw said Ray could 
identify the agent only as 
''Jensen." He said Jensen was 
not a member ofthe Nashville 
FBI office but was accompan­
ied by two FBI agents from the 
Nashville office when he 
talked with Ray at the Tennes-
see .State Penitentiary. .. 

JENSEN, NOW retired, was 
reached at his home in Ger--­
mantown, Tetin., and asked 
about Ray's charge. He te­
pl~d: 

_"'fhere. are records to sup- -­
port I visited nay. I have 'no 
qualms about anything I have 
done, and I will testify about -
that u.nder oath if neces- --
sary." · 

PAGE/ 

THE TENNESSEAN 

NASHVILLE, TEt-.TN 

It was learned last night that. 
R.obert G. Jensen, former spe­
cial agent in charge of the 
Memphis FBI . officei talked 

Jensen declined further 
comment about the meeting 
with Ray, who is now serving a.--
99-year sentence here at 
Brushy Mountain Prison for 
King's murder. 

KERSHAW, WHO IS seeking 
a new trial for R~y·on grounds 

· . that Ray was an "unwitting -­
tool" of -a conspiracy to kill 
.King, called the meeting "an • 
improper involvement of" the 
FBI. Date: 

"It indicates to me that the Edmon: 
government itself did not be-

. lieve Ray acted alone;" Ker- Aulbor: 

shaw .s.aid. _ .. The FBI was try- Editor: 
ing to make Ray an· active Title: 
conspirator ... because the .• 
government was worried to 
death about their white- _ 
wash." . Character: ~ . -. : ' 

1 Ke~sha.w said ~~t, at the] . or'{t./-/7 Yl~/Jf-///~ 
;meeting,_ Jensen <!~roandi:ed Classification: . . 

,,. It 

. ' Ol!l~ • E HIS 

FBI• MEMPHIS · 
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(Continued From Page One) 
cooperation" and "the names 
of the co-conspirators." When 
Ray refused, Jensen left, turn­
ing to Ray as he walked out the 
door to say that unless Ray 
cooperated~ "you can exped to 
see your brothers down here " 
Kershaw said. ' 

. ACCORDING TO Kershaw, 
Jack Ray !s serviqg an 18-year 
sentence m Leavenworth for 
aiding. and abetting in a rob­
bery. He was convicted in 
1970. , 

Kershaw said the FBI may 
have carried out its threat, 
because the man who allegedly 
committed the actual robbery 
was sentenced to only eight 
years, and has been granted a 
-new trial. 
. Kershaw said he did not 
know where the robbery oc­
c~red or_ any details . of the 

conviction, but he s•aia' Jack 
Ray•·s conviction was on a 
"most peculiar robbery 
charge" and "I will now inves­
tigate that situation." · 

KERSHAW SAID Ray's 
lawyer at that time, Percy 
Foreman, also used implied 
threats againstRay'sfamily'to · 
force Ray to enter a guilty plea 
rather than stand trial for the 
assassination of the civil rights 
leader. ·· . 

Kershaw and four members 
of·· the House Assassinations 

. Committee staff-spent. almdst 
six hours With Ray behind the 
walls here yesterday in their 
.third visit. . 

Kershaw, who met alone 
with Ray Wednesday, said an­
other meeting has been sched­
uled tentatively for. April 26. 

. :,, " 
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M" . . . . . ·.• ..•.... ·. ··•····.·. ~; .• -: i~ 
Did Man CCl.lled ~Ra<>ul'· Sptak 
V\lith Ray Before l<ing' s Death1 
,?./ 4,~~ VAND~ BERG , , Spraguesa,id )lay 0indicat- Q. Did Ray concede Raoul is 
l ... itiferi~m .. :·· e"Rao.ti["w .. asus.e d e.d" the na·m·· e Ra. oul "was a a fabrication, or did you and 
· · ,an "alias'i by the man who name. made up," but added your staff conclude his story 
~tltactedJai:nE:., E~rl Ray be- that Ray "did not spell out," was not terribly_ credible? 

. Jiore~he as$ass:1p~bon,ofRev. ~hether·tn,e_,name was Rays A. There's a ccinibination in-
,:.'.'". artm. Lu.tnerl(m.,g. Jr ..• Ra.y_'s idea ·.or an.o:tl}er perso.n's.. volved in answering that. 
: ,~~rney; qack K:~shaw said HE~E,Aft:E e~cerpts from a There was not a discarding by 
, ,w~isterday.. . . . .. · - . •. tapedmterv1ewofSpraW-!eby Ray as to certain.·trun.· g~he·,,. 

f · ~'Ray was .only contacted ,b~. a reporter for tne Associated 
one person and he called him-\ Press. · · . <Turn to Page 4. <'~ ~a 6) J~ · 

i' self Raow~"· Kershaw said. 
l , . '. 

; · ~•HE WAS very frank to ~ay , · 
i Raoulwas the,handle and ahas 
i adopted by .this man," Ker-

shaw said referring to Ray's 
recent interviews with staff · 
members of a House Assassi-

. nations Committee at Brushy 
Mountain Prison. 

Kershaw's comments came 
after former committee coun­
sel• Richard A. Sprague told 
rep0rters Jri. Washington yes­
ter,day th~t he has concluded 
friSm Ray's statements that 

, , "RaouP' was a fictitious 
•' nam,e: · · 

------,,,_,.__,,_-.,_ . .,,,~.~ 
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indicated another. perso~ did .. 
There was an indicatieriJ · 
the name 'Raoul' was a · . 
made up and that that w · 
in fact what he was 
There were other are•. 

THOSE WHO help'ed Ray 
-e not members of Ray's ' 

ily, Sprague quoted Ray as 
ng. But Ray had not gotten 
e point of descri~ing the 

rsons further, he said, 
indicated to me that di 
facts being related werl· jdst :, 
not so. I 
· Q. Is Ray saying he made up ' 
the name 'Raoul,' or did some: : 
one else make it up and make • 
him use it? · . : 

- A. He indicated that it was a , 
name that he did not accept 1

1 

and he was using it as a ,a..mr I 

for another pe~son, but · · · 
not spell o-.t whether th. 
his name' or the name gi 
him. by the· other person. 

During the interviews klthft · , 
Petros, Tenn., prison lfl\e.·· 
Ray is incarcerated, Sp · · ' 
said Ray was consistentJp· 
statements that he was mitt 
lone assassin of King in· April 
1968 in Memphis. . • 

Sprague quoted Ray as say­
ing he had help in getting a 
weapon to escape from a Mis­
souri prison, and that he· con­
tacted_ people after the assas­
sination for help in escaping to 
Canada. 

King was fa tally shot about 
one year after Ray escaped 
from a Missouri prison. Ray 
was arrested in September 
1968, in England. He arrived in 

· ~ngland, via Canada, on a 
passport under an aljas. 

Yonimittee :counsel R~bert 
~hner is expected to mter-: 
view Ray again· Thursday at 
Brushy Mountain Prison.. · 

Sprague resigned as the 
committee's chief counsel two 
weeks ago in a flurry of con~ 
troversy ,over his role in· the 
committee's investigations. 
The House voted to .continue 
funding of the investigations 
after Sprague resigned. 

' 
IN A press conference yes­

ay, Sprague urged Presi­
Carter to appoint a spe­

prosec_utoi: to investjgate 
assassnfations, and then 

criticized the committee for 
. "political expediency" and 
"titillating the public~:" 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



To: SAC, Seattle 

l'ftlllt Dt.netor, DI (.._..1) 

nan 

4/22/ff 

a. •1111••• lettv datM 4/11/77 ••l•t..Dc • een 
Of a lettel- INII aat• 4 • ..... , ---• ....adagtoa, GOP1• 
of 'Wld.ela are ••lGINCI I• 8eatUe. 

BldU. eata!a ao ...,._,,_ 1fleat.t.fiatd.e 1dtll 
...... MatUe, ual.W ... tafentaU• .-rtaiaed .in JGU' 
til• . ...._ to the coatnlTlJ:tlY laturin ..... t• 
fall cletails ......._ -, ... ·· · U.oa Ile cteaine to tvm.ah 
n eaptioae41 •tte. 8tlblttt L8lt H8Ult8 1......-atiag a OGPJ 
et Id.a wletlNd lett• - well - ffll I ariatrag Nblta et .., 
prior iafonatioa la,_. ff.lea. 

-1--- (2) 
(!)- ltlllpd.a ('"-lHf) (Pe inf0111atioa) 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) · 

Ray: ,'Jn ·GaJ,,.$t~tk•H~t(ing Wq, . .Slain' 
:,,::.: ·. . GTON. - Jfi>I) - Jiiiies ~Y , •. saftf I.vision bro'adcast today that he was·. r-(::-In-d~i-ca_t_e_p_a_,_ge_,_n_a_m_e_o_f ___ _ 

in a Me111phis gas station having his white newspaper, city and state,) 

Mustang car serviced at the time Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. was assassinated in 1968. 

Ray, who originally. pleaded guilty to the 
murder, now wants a new trial, claiming that a 
man known to him only as Raoul might be re­
spoMible for the crime. , , ., 

Ray was interviewed in his prison cell at 
Brushy M<>untiqn_Park fuTe~see by author- . 
inve!ltigato.r. Mark Lane, who claims the assas-
$.i · · d J~n.l, ~pne'4ti, 
;· !~i:~ ·:•· 
slJlfb.¢. ~~.ee-.s:,.n~ay . 

1 · •. -~_:ws·"inteme 
· Morning ·America program in connection with· 
publication Qf another book to support; bi's · •· 
thel:)ries .. The J)!:ogram cut into portiOflS: ~• · .. 
Lane's filmed interview with Ray. . .. ,, ... · 

Ray said of his moveinents on April 4;·1968, · 
when King was shQt: , ~ · •. · · •; <. · 

"At that tim,e, I intended tc:>. go to)t' ~yie 
... · I recalled that I had car trouble' the day 
bef1>re. I doubled back to service tJie,.car. I 
believe that'& close away from the tetininal · 

;.:,· - . ··};i1 
. ':·. Ji.'~ ''~ .:. ::~,, : -·~- . 

c .·.. er!O:e~!:?t!~':!!~d1~i 
· )layflaken place. There have been police state­
/fn,t1?,ts *at ,they waved me off. Anyhow, I went 
• to:i,ew Orleaps." 

The FBI, whic~ investigated the King murc 
der·and It.Justice Department review earlier 
this week, concluded that all the i,vidence 

· showed that Ray killed King with a rifle he is 
known to have purchased several days before. 

Lane said. Ray claimed he had been involv­
ed with others, including a man named :Raoul, 
in some smuggling schel;Jles operating across 
the Canadian and Mexican borders. .A 
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

King Investigation learn in Memphis ____ , .. 
By CHARLES GOODMAN 

PtflS•Sclmltar Staff Writer 

House Assassinations Committee investigators, in 
Memphis to review the 1968 death of Dr. Martin Lnther · 
King Jr., are trying to avoid the spotlight. 

A committee spokesman, refusing to say where the 
team will be operating in Memphis this week, said inves­
tigators want to locate witnesses at the boarding house 
across the street from the Lorraine Motel where Dr. 
King was shot by a sniper. 

Rep. Harold Ford of Memphis, a member of the­
Assassinations Committee, said the team will question 
"people who have already come to the front." 

Members of the committee were not to be in Mem­
phis today. 

James Earl Ray, King's confessed assassin who is 
serving a 99-year sentence at Brushy Mountain State 
Prison at Petros, Tenn., is attempting to win a new trial. 
His defense lawyer, Jack Kershaw of Nashville, said a 
West Memphis service station worker, Willie Green, 66, 
could give Ray an alibi. 

I 

Ray says that a conspiracy, headed by a mysterious 
Latin named "Raoul," was responsible for the King 
slaying. 

Green interviewed by The Press-Scimitar last week, 
said he saw a man matching Ray's description using a · 
telephone booth at the gas station and Third and Linden, 
seven.-~!ec-ks--f{:om the Lorraine Motel, at about the same 
time King was killed. ' ·, 

Investigators today were to begin reading through 
case files at the Shelby County Attorney General's office 
and take into custody any material evidence they deem l 
nfcessary, Ford said. I 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 
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f'D-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

,~ 
Errors Shoot Down latest 
Martin Luther King Book 

By MENNO E. DUERKSEN 
Press-SoJ.mibr -;ta«, Writer 

MARK LANE, WHO WROTE a best-selling book 
on President John F. Kennedy's assassina­

tion, has written a similar book, in collaboration 
with Dick Gregory, on the shooting death of Dr. 
Martin Luther King. It is Code Name Zorro 
(Prentice-Hall, Inc., $9.95). 

Lane's Kennedy book at­
tempted to rip apart the report 

· of the Warren Commission, the 
public body appointed to report 
to the American people on that 
slaying. 

Lane's new oook (Gregory 
wrote only .a few chapters on 
the personal background of 
King) has been released coinci­
dent with the current congres-
sional inquiry in Washington on Duerksen 
the King slaying. It, too, is loaded with 
controversy. 

If King had been assassinated in Chicago, or 
Detroit, it would have been much easier for this 
Memphis police reporter, present and on the job at 
the time of the King slaying, to believe the con­
tents of a book by Lane on such a slaying. 

Elements of Doubt 
Being in Memphis, however, where the King 

murder took place, makes it too easy to spot the 
errors in Lane's book. And once doubt has crept in 
on one, or two, or three points, one finds it difficult 
to accept the Lane findings. 

Example No. 1 - Lane places great importance 
on his charge that Police Detective Ed Redditt was 
assigned to provide "security" for the King party 
but was "mysteriously" puiled off the job two 
hours before the assassin fired his shot. 

The truth. stated repeatedly in police reports 
and supported by Redditt's own statement made at 
the time, was that Redditt was never assigned to 
provide securi[y but to provide police surveillance 
of the King party. In short, to keep tabs on King's 
movement and activities but not to provide securi• 
ty. Redditt himself confirmed the official version 
that he was pullcJ·a-,,;~ause of threats to his 
life. 

/ '\ 
"·- •. :·_.i 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 
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' 
King, in fact, did not have police security on his 

last tragic trip te Me~phis, as he had previously 
had, because King and his party specifically re­
fused to accept it when offered. 

And the joker to the whole Lane concept is that 
the observation post selected by Redditt and po­
lice, at the .rear window of a Fire Department sta­
tion on Main Street, was too remote from the 
Lorraine Motel to provide security in the event of 
danger to King. 

If Redditt had been withdrawn to prevent him 
from seeing things he was not supposed to see, as 
Lane has also suggested, it must be remembered 
that another black police officer, W. B. Richmond, 
was left at the fire station post and at least three 
other persons were present with him at the win­
dow at the moment when King was shot. 

Example No. 'i - Lan~· makes a considerable 
point about the suggestion that trees obscured the 
vision, and line of gunfire, between the window 
from which police say the shot that killed King 
was fired and the balcony of the Lorraine Motel 
where King stood when gunned down. 

This is sheer nonsense. Dozens of persons, po­
lice officers, FBI agents and others looked out that 
window on the day of the slaying and found the 
line of fire completely clear. Pictures to that effect 
have been taken and published. Reporters were 
also later allowed to look out that window and 
found no obstruction. Press photographers also 
took such pictures. · 

Example No. 3· Lane•places top emphasis on 
Grace Stephens, as "an important witness", and 
accuses police authorities of placing her in a men­
tal institution, keeping her locked up there despite 
the fact that she is "completely sane," to prevent 
her telling her story. Mrs. Stephens, together with 
her husband, Charlie, occupied a room in the build­
ing from which the shot was fired. 

Lane quotes her description of the man fleeing 
the building with a package - the gun - as being 
completely different from the description given by 
her husband, which roughly matched that of James 
Earl Ray. 

Lane also quot_~s Mrs. Stephens as saying her · 

husband was so drunk, and asleep on the bed to 
boot, that he could not possibly have seen the man 
running down the hall. 

The police version of the story, coming from 
various sources, detectives and officials this re­
porter has known for years, is almost the complete 
opposite. 

Some three hours later, police took her to head­
quarters and transcribed a written statement from 
Mrs. Stephens, which she signed, in which she said 
she was ill in bed, had gotten out of bed only once, 
around 2 p.m. (four hours before the slaying), with 
the help of her husband to go to the bathroom. In 
her own· signed statement, made within four hours 
after the shooting, Mrs. Stephens said she had 
heard only vague sounds and had seen nothing. 
. Her husband's statement, given at· the same 
time, contained much more detail, was more clear­
ly stated and contains the statement that the mari 
he saw running out of the building with the pack­
age was the'same rw.an he had seen earlier, who 
had rented the room occupied by the slayer. 

Retired Agent Named Murtagh 
These are ~idents in the story. Lane's 

major case is built agamst the FBI and his major 
witness is a single disgruntled retired FBI agent 
named Arthur Murtagh, who was not in Memphis 
at the time of the slaying but is quoted extensively 
about anti-King feeling in the FBI organization, 
from J. Edgar Hoover on down, and describes FBI 
efforts to discredit King. 

Murtagh has testified before the present inves­
tigating committee in Washington and has been 
quoted extensively in press stories. 

Lane quotes Murtagh as sl}ying the FBI assign­
ed the code name "Zorro" to a special FBI group 
assigned to the job of discrediting King. 

It is undoubtedly true that the FBI was to a 
large degree "right oriented," as Murtagh charges, 
and that many FBI agents disliked King. There 
was undoubtedly some "anti-black" feeling in the 
agency. But this was also true of the Memphis 
Police Department, or any other police department 
in the U.S. at that time. 

But this did not, in my opinion, prevent police 
officers in Memphis from "going all out," in the 
investigation of King's slaying. This reporter has 
had the privilege of reading many of the police 
investigative reports on the slaying and it is appar­
ent that detectives were digging, and digging hard, 
even in the face of open hostility from some ele­
ments of both the white and black communities. 

At the beginning, in fact, black leaders blamed 
police for the killings. 

Statement by wx Recalled 
Former Police Chief Henry Lux, an assistant 

chief at the time of the King slaying, the depart­
ment's top liaison officer with the black 
leadership, and probably trusted more by King's 
organization than any other police officer, has 
flatly stated that he never detected any hesitancy 
or "foot dragging" on the part of the FBI to solve 
the crime. 

Lane's new book will undoubtedly be widely 
read, and will also help fuel the American love 
affair with conspiracy. 

In one sensational statement on the last page of 
the book, Lane states, "Persons emp!oyed by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1968 must be 
considered prime suspects in the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther King." 

Our suggestion is that without better proof than 
Lane has prod1~uvh a statement can only be 
calculated to providemore flame for a fire on 

... which the ashes should properly be cooling off. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTME,.'iT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Seattle, Washington 
In Reply, Please Refer to May 2 6, 19 7 7 
File No. 

RE: MURKIN 

On May 25, 1977, Rufus J. Hayson, West 1419 Water 
Avenue, Spokane, Washington, 99201, advised that he subscribes 
to Post Office Box 1721 at the Riverside Station, Spokane, 
Washington, 99210. He resides at West 1419 Water Avenue 
in Spokane, and has no telephone and is not employed. He 
recalls that in about April, 1977, he did write a letter 
to the Police Department at Memphis, Tennessee, propounding 
his views of the killing of Martin Luther King. His views 
are derived entirely from newspaper accounts and he has no 
acquaintanceship with James Earl Ray, Martin Luther King 
or anyone who knows either of these people personally. He 
has never been in Memphis, Tennessee. 

His views of the murder of Martin Luther King are 
that James Earl Ray did not kill Martin Luther King, but 
rather that some unknown person or persons killed Martin 
Luther King and thereafter, lured James Earl Ray to a bathroom, 
from which the shot which killed King was allegedly fired, 
and thereafter, made their escape while Ray remained and 
was captured. He has no basis for his theory other than 
newspaper accounts, but felt that he should communicate 
with the Memphis Police Department and advise them of his 
considered views. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER 
RECOMMENDATIONS NOR CONCLUSIONS 
OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY 
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR 
AGENCY; IT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE 
NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 
YOUR AGENCY. 

l* 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 5/26/77 

I 
. I 

I 

Transmit the following in ---------'--------,-----:--:-----------1 
{Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_T_E_L ____ _ 
{Precedence) 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM SAC, SEATTLE (44-371) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
00: MEMPHIS 

Re Bureau airtel to Seattle, dated April 22, 1977. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are six (6) and for Memphis 
one (1), copies of a Letterhead Memorandum reflecting interview 
of RUFUS J. HAYSON, Spokane, Washington, May 25, 1977. 

Repeated efforts to contact HAYSON culminated in 
his interview on May 25, 1977. 

The indices of the Seattle Office contain no references 
to RUFUS J. HAYSON. 

2 - Bureau (44-38861) 
f~~- Memphis (44-1987) 
'1'- Seattle (44-371) 
LBD/jcb 
(5) 

(Encl 
1
6J-... 

(Encl r--''-

Approved: ______________ _ Sent ________ M Per ______ _ 

Special Ai.:,•111 in Charge 
GPO : l 075 0 - 590-flU2 
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ME.1~05 1542306 MMO > 1542305 

RR HQ DL KX ME NO SE 

DE MM 

R 032300Z JUN 77 

FM MIAMI (44-1854) RUC 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ROUTINE 

DALLAS ROUTINE 

KNOXVILLE ROUTINE 

MEMPHIS ROUT I NE 

NEW ORLEANS ROUTINE 

SEATTLE (44-371) ROUTINE 

BT 

CLEAR 

MURK! N. ,._/ 

REBUTEL TO SEATTLE, JUNE 3, 1977. 

ON JUNE 3, 1977, KEITH ERNEST LAMONICA LOCATED PALM 

BEACH HAWAIIAN MOTEL, PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, AND AT THIS TIME 

MADE AWARE OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

REGULATIONS CONCERNING WITNESS PROTECTION. THIS INFO IN­

CLUDED WHOM HE SHOULD CONTACT IN EVENT HE DESIRES OR IS 

ELIGIBLE FOR PROTECTION AND THE THREE CONDITIONS NECESSARY 

• 
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PAGE TWO MM 44-1854 CLEAR 

TO QUALIFY. 

LAMONICA ADVISED THAT WHILE HE HAS SOME CONCERN FOR 

PROTECTION, HIS MAIN INTEREST IS TO DETERMINE IF RAFAEL 

MARTINEZ, AN ALLEGED "HIT MAN" IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, 

DOES ACTUALLY POSE A THREAT TO HIM. LAMONICA WAS ADVISED 

THAT NO SUCH DETERMINATION COULD BE MADE AND HE STATED HE 

IS PROBABLY GOING TO NEW ORLEANS IN THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS 

AND WILL PURSUE THIS LOCALLY; HOWEVER, CLAIMED HE WOULD 

PROBABLY CONTACT FBI AT NEW ORLEANS WHILE THERE. LAMONICA 

CONTENDED HIS INVESTIGATION INTO CAPTIONED MATTER HAS PRO­

DUCED NEWSWORTHY INFORMATION AND THAT HE INTENDS TO PURSUE 

HIS INVESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINATION. 

BT 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



8,. 

J/W.dO. ,. • vv : .. 1'!.;;1•1t' nJi"S. - \4 · ' 

.E 0EAa.LL ~r.l.. CALL TO.BUREAU, JU.NE ·t, 1977. 

AI APPHJXJ.a•tAJEL, t>:4..- P.t'l., PDST, JUNE 1, 1977, SAC SEATTLE 

t1ECl:1. V IJ l ' M ,. N> U ,u&.:..i'.IJ.r l.l.~•b n.Ll'JSc.LF' AS (X} }<E.,, TH ----- -- .. 

ERNEST LAMv~lCA (X). ~LAMONICA ADVISED HE IS NEWS DIRECTOR WITH 

KrYX hADlO, ,.3 .,-,. - .;;l!{i, AVENUE, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, TEL. 

1;;;.02""iu2c,. ·· (LAM@-~1CA luENTlCAL WITH BUFILE 46-53381, CAPTIONED 

KE.lIH £Rwa:.Si LAM€fNICA; D_.AkJCURTIS TO~NO, FAG, 00: SEATTLE.> 

LAMONLCA DESCHl6£D 
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PA6E nm 
WHILE AS~1~N~~ A~ 1•V~~ilGATIVE REPORTED WITH WMPS RADIO, 

i'1Et1;PHlS, TE!IJ.,J' ;;;..,.;._, A1-.D AL~O WHILE WORK!NG ON THE YABLONSKI 

;,;IJfrnE, CAS :: -JN J\NOXV 1,...,_, Tc.NNESSEE. LAMONICA PRESENTLY 

RESIDES ~lu22 .. 46]:.n?AVEN:UE SW, FEDERAL WAY, WASHINGTON • 

. LAMONICA ;.;"D;..~AIEu Hi riAS BEEN W6RKING ON CAPTlONEu CASE 

ANU THOUt:i , E I 

"RAOUL" THEORY AS POSED BY JAMES EARL RAY, HE NOW HAS DEVELOPED 

INFORMATION INDICATING THAT RAOUL" IS ACTUALLY (X) RAOUL SANTIAGO 
. 0 . . 

I;:_~J~JO ftl_ARTINEZ CX>, AND TjiAT WITH THE COOPERATION OF RAY'S. 
. '-f!A .. i,, ~" 'I Jt,J,l I 

ATTORNEY, ~A~K KERSHA.W, HE1, LAMONICA, IS TO MEET wirH MARTINEZ 
H 'lt/-ltf.Jr'JS..4---In . a_/. 9P--7 

THROUGH AN INTERMEDIARY (X) CLIF'F_ANPREWS CX)' WHO. sufoPOSEDLY 

SERVED PRISON TIME WITH RAY. 

LAMONICA FURTHER INDICATED THAT WHEN THIS INFORMATION BREAKS 

IT WILL CAUSE CONSIDERABLE PUBLICITY AND HE HAS ALREADY BEEN 

CONTACTED BY THREE MAJOR NETWORKS AND LEAVES THURSDAY MORNING 

TO BE INTERVIEWED BY THE NATIONAL ENQUIRER AT LANTANA, FLORIDA, 

FROM WHERE HE WILL RETURN TO SEATTLE POSSIBLY ON FRIDAY. HE SAID 

APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKENDS AGO HE WAS INTERVIEWED BY TWO INVESTI­

GATORS NAMES MORIARTY (PH), AND GILBERT FROM THE HOUSE SELECT 
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PAGE THREE SE 44-371 CLEAR 

COMMITTEE ON ASSISSINATIONS WHO INDICATED THEY WOULD BE SUBPOENAING 

LAMONIC.A IN THE'tNEAR FtJTURE. AT THE TIME OF THIS INTERVIEW 

LAMONICA DID NOT HAVE THE AFOREMENTIONED INFORMATION ON RAOUL 

MARTINEZ. MARTllEZ REPORTEDLY INDICATED HE WILL TESTIFY ABOUT 

CAPTIONED CASE IF HE CAN BE GRANTED IMMUNITY FROM PROSECUTION. 

LAMONICA•S PWRPOSE lN CONTACTING SEATTLE FBI WAS TO 

EXPRESS CONCERN FOR THE SAFETY OF HIS TWO DAUGHTERS, DEBO RAH 

·Ar.GELA AGE 7, AND BA'NA 'EDNA AGE 6, WHO RESIDE WITH HIS RARE,~TiS 
, ,,., , 

AT 4817 W. RlCHARDSON, PASCO, WASHINGTON, TEL. 547'•1935. 

REASON FOR HIS CONCERN IS THAT HE- HAD HEARD INDIRECTLY THAT Ni<W 
Q ,C£r(lliJ '5<tl \.',½11A\'\/ (S)_ 

O~lE NS "HIIM 4 N" RAFAE[ M~TINEZ (NO REtATION TO RAOUL MARTINEZ) 

'~JOULD CAIISE hlM OR HIS FAMILY A LOT OF TROUBLE IF THE STORY Bffff~<S. 

HE SAID HIS NEW SOURCE TOLD HIM OF A CONFIDENTIAL MEMO 

BELIEVED FROM DALLAS, TEXAS, PD OR SO TO NEW ORLEANS IN WHICH 

MARTINEZ w~s DESCRIBED AS A VERY EXPERIENCED HITMAN. 

LAMONICA ADVISEu BY SAC OF THE WITNESS PROTECTION PRO­

GRAM AND THAT HE SHOULD PROBABLY NOTIFY INVESTIGATORS FOR SELECT 

r.oMMITTEE OF HIS FEARS BUT TO CHECK WITH THIS OFFICE UPON 

HIS RETURN THIS COMING FRIDAY• 
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PAGE FOUR SE 44-371 CLEAR 

ABOVE F~RNISHED FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU FOR REFERRAL 

IO DEPART~ENI. ~LL OFFICES HOLD SPECIFIC LEADS IN ABEYANCE 

PENDING IwSiRUC1IONS FROM BUREAU 

BT 

W!0 

INVALID CHANNEL DESIGNATOR RESUBMIT 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mobile, Alabama 

June 3, 1977 

JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM 

Set forth hereinafter is an interview form reflecting 
information furnished by James P. Dalton at Montgomery, Alabama, 
concerning captioned matter. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcriptionJfAM 3, 19U 

1 

JMIUJ P .. DAL!"OW. Fleld I:aYeSUptcr, Al..._ 
Depu:ttaeat; ef Pe.naiona u4 Seou-1tiea, tel~ allllber 
432-59"53, vt>11ffl:tarily •~ at the Moat:90Bery Office 
o.f ~ ~al Bveau. of Iaveat:19ation, an4·a4Yiaed a• 
followa, 

He Md~ aap~ as an bvutiptory teportter 
by Statlaa aa:r-w t ltutffil.le, Al ...... , free June. lt?t 
to wov1n1..-, 1971. A\: tilla\: 1dJle his nw wes ~ ~ 
~,~be h&d Ma._ l-.,all:y ~ 411rl':189 
lt7S to tbe one wr.rent:l.y bein9 UN. Be_. also 811p.loye4 
u u ~~_,- reporter b:, Sutt.OB Wlm.8-ff •. lfoat.yo•cy, 
Alab•a., fXDll July, lt7f atil 3uly,, 1,1s .. 

Dv1a9 his a.p~t. wit.ll wu:r-w,, aaaan,11.18, 
1w _,,.loped infonllatoa wklca la;te,: 1.-4 Id.• 'to •118" 
was the ,-.U.le lriiOtlve Nb:bul tile ......... d.Oll of o.- .. 
Bl.TD LD-fttD ram, n .. at.~.~ 4~ 1948 .. 
a. aad • ~ bowle6Je ~ th.la aat.t•• ani 
i• was•~ coajeot.m:e oa hi• pan, bat he~ to 
hrnisb J.t to ·the a;~t• ~u .. for~­
tiea na pouible 11lYeat:ipUon if te••4 ~any .. 

lturint' l.t71, the aantta.Uoa wort.a of the oiq' 
ot lhmtsYil1e ~ 1a.Tol"l'ed in a ftrik• t.o olttaia n 
.hota'ly ..,. ~.. ~•ly t.wo 4.aJ'• after t:he 
auJ.ke at:arted; JOE. MYIS,, Ma,-r of Baawille, ~t.el 
-treat wit.it Aaerieaa DlapoAl# b.o., A loe•l ~y 
beaded by ~ MC &lanR,, to banG.e the ~ :p.iobp 
ud 4upoA1 oa a teaporary he.ah in lkmt:nille ~ the 
period of the strike. KC an:nut waa ~ t.o llaft 
~ f....-1:r eeaw.a itd.1:.h Me9hlrtv Haterials ~. 
In.o., At.laata, Geoqi.a, and t;b.b ~ W ....,.. w:ltil 
aaot.ber ~ located tn Dallas or lioltaitea, .,_., wd.a 
"1U also 1a tae 9~ dlapoAl bu.~. 

The .uike at ~111• lut.!l aout ~ .-tMa 
with n•.-.u acts of riolence CGSBtt.ted darlnf' Ule period by 

" 

Interviewed on $/:31/f7 ot--11~M.,1-JfA;lUli,;fl'I_ !!II. ~1,,i,r-41U,..,A;n· L8111111ilMU!lilfAll,----File # - 1s,-2,:z, 

by_.;il,li,Al,,---;D,Y,Ufl!U!!l-40~♦..-:II~~-,.__IIWIG. 11-------,-i,ddmiiBBlf------Date dictated __ ,~l...,l.,_/7,._f,._· -----
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h4i'f'i4ula ayapa:thetic with or eppoaed t.o ·the sttikt1t. :tnfor­
•t.km ..._. 4evelope4 by bl\L~ in.41ca.idq the strike vu 
preloqed at the iuti1rat1on of ac· DXRffR vidi the Jmew1'849• 
of Bayer DAVIS, in order t.o Minuin the 1_.,ra:t.1:ve eoatraet. 
vita 'the city, and tb&t:--. of tile~ of viol.enee and 
van.4allam wre aet.uall.y ~•9Gd hr MC·~•• a mean• 
of prolOD.iJiWJ the strl.ke. IafOONt.t;ion-. also dewloped 
1a4leatht.9 til&t. Ka.Yo:r DAVZS ha4 po••Oly receivd a pay-o.tf 
from MC ffUatllJUt and ld.• _.-=ta~ tor the acmitract.. he t.o 
MC ntnmt•a out-of-State ~oaa, it: was helie'9'94 by 
~that.he possibly had t1a1e invol~t. wit.a or9aniut1 
crble .. 

DAL'l'Oll waa uable w eKPOM h1a findiaqa ~UM 
hJ.a .-.1eyer feare4 aoae type of ~•km .t.9ht. ruult. 
And ia r•pontag all t:bJ.s infonat.J.on was ~•••ed .. 

Ile •• llftable t.o develop any posi:Uve lnforatioa 
coacel:niaV MC fflllll'lD'• possible emm.eet.ion with any known 
or11a1H.4 eriM ft~ .. 

ataae a sifflilu •it.wttioa Hi•~ ia ~M•, 
Tewaaee 4ur:ing ltit, whieh resulte« la the appN.raace of 
Reverend MllffH LUDD JtDG, a. there: on behalf' of tile 
&eui:hera cu-iatJ.an LNa.enhip Coat~ b"J proaot:e naa­
Yio1.._ iffi4 effect a peaeeful eett.ie.at. of the a:uib, 
thus winnia,f iacreand Appert. of ttM bl&ak eaaitaUoa 
workers,, the poaaibilltr exiat.ed that. he wu ld.lled for or 
by 1adivi4uls ~rtin9-. p:rinte ooneera th&~ wa• 
lwl41in9 the.· city~- 41spoaa.l a-t the ·U-, or: at~tituJ 
t.o obtai:a a private eoat.nct for this Nf:Vioe, an4 would 
thuefOJ:e Mmef!t. from a prolonged violence rid4- at.~ib .. 

DAL'ft»f ha.4 no infOXllilat.ioa of• specific nature 
oonoemU\9 thu J111at.tu .. Be did not kDGW if any private 
prbap ~l fix'a was handlint§ the va,rea.- p,icblp la 
~ d'Grln9 the SU'lke, nor did he know of any ooncem 
eicm we attempt.1119 co ae90t;iate vl .. ~ aU:y ef Heephis 
frr this baainus. He had 4evel.opod ao iafo:nt&Uon intllca.tinq 
tllat MC DinD or uy of hi• asaoefAte• were opera~in9 J.n 
Mempala ~ this period., aad he CO\tld flU'aiBh BO otller 
infomtia whie would au.pport hia t:hemy :I.a 1:hia regard .. 

3 
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h 4iaplaye4 an article. ~* which he cl.aimed 

appeared ia t:be "'hticmal Inqmrer", 4ated May ll, lt77, 
whioh r~ that. w.tLLIM ~S'&TT, Kid!, Plori4a Union 
ortadaer. had. clalme4 that he ha4 oY$%heard a eon.venation 
be...,._ .Uea:U.fi-1 ._bera o:f the Sanitation Workers Uaie 
an.d t1te Loa4J•boz:'e- Union .b ·••hinqtml, D. e. en April l, 
lt61, Wllereia a stat.fflNnt. was .ad• by-. of the bdividuals 
whea tiscuai119 the labor eibl&tJ.cm ill Melaphia during that. 
'time, t.hat: i.f ~-ntl MAR'ID LlJ'H&ll XD'Q retU"Md to 
Merlpbia lrwe doa't. haw any albd'aative but to :till hi•* 
becaue his aotivitdea 1a M~is at the tJ.me ver-e handnq 
lal>Gr • • cause... Article fun.bar at.ated that smes:urn.- bad 
repol't-1 t!IJ.s :ln~0%111tlt.ion to the Miami Police Oepartaeat 
a~l'ties am4 that. it. h&4 batm. refu-re4 'by that. agency to 
tile Federal Dn'e&c. of Inveat19atioa.. Artiel& f'uther 9.t;ated 
1:hat ~&ff cla.1-14 he had ov~d this eon,renat.ion 
tmi.le in Washia9t.on a"8adiq a wting ot the National 
~ Jtelations Boar4 on April 1, 1,,1 ... 

DAL'TOH oould fwmish m, a441t.ional infonaat.ion 
~nul9 this at.ter11 nor 001ll4 he furnish anymore iafona­
t.ion ~tiDif hia belle£ 'that aeYerud MAJt'fIH LU'.fflml 'ktffll 
waa possibly killed for in41vidual·• hfl.Tin9 an interest in 
pr:olontJill9 the ~ auike of the saaiu:t:ion workers at. 
Napbfa, ,.._... 4uriaq ithat peric4.. Re at.abld he had 
aabtained a file oa t:he infonaatJ.on "6velopeid by hi• throut'h 
hu 1a ..... uvatton concamiq NC WR'Ift&Jt '1 a il'd'Ol ~t. vi th 
Mayor 3GB UAVIS d11r:lD9 ·the strike of the suit.at.ion wo:tke:n 
la Hunt.avU.le, Alabama d.w:in.9 1911, u4 won14 uke i't. avtd.l­
ab1e for f~r re•iew 1f aeede<I. · 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mobile, Alabaaa 

June 3, 1977 

Set forth hereinafter is an int.erview tom reflect.in~ 
information furnished by James P .. 'Dalton at. Montgomery, Alabama, 
concerning captioned matter .. 

Tllis doeument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the nr and is loaned to----, 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed'·--..\? 
outside your ageney. 
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